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MARLBOROUGH.

My Lord,

H
S it is natural to have a 
Fondneis for what has 
coft us much Time and 
Attention to produce, I 

hope Your Grace will forgive an 
Endeavour to preferve this Work 

Vol. iV. A from



DEDICATION, 
from Oblivion, by affixing to it 
Your memorable Name.

I ffiall not here prefume to 
mention the illuftrious Paffages of 
Your Life, which are celebrated 
by the whole Age, and have been 
the Subject of the moil fublime 
Pens; but if I could convey You 
to Pofterity in your private Cha- 
rader, and defcribe the Stature, 
the Behaviour and Afped of the 
Duke of Marlborough, I queftion 
not but it would fill the Reader 
with more agreeable Images, and 
<rive him a more delightful En­
tertainment than what can be 
found in the following, or any 
other Book.

ONE cannot indeed without 
Offence, to Yourfelf, obferve, that 
You excel the reft of Mankind in 
the leaft, as well as the greateft 

En-

dedication.
Endowments. Nor were it a Cir- 
cumftance to be mentioned, if the 
Graces and Attradions of Your 
Perlon were not the only Pre­
eminence You have above others, 
which is left, almoft, unobferved 
by greater Writers.

YET how pleafing would it 
be to thofe who ffiall read the fur- 
pnfing Revolutions in your Story, 
to be made acquainted with your 
ordinary Life and Deportment? 
How pleafing would it be to hear 
that the fame Man, who had 
carried Fire and Sword into the 
Countries of all that had 
the Caufe of Liberty, and 
Terrour into the Armies of France, 
had, in the midft of His high 
Station, a Behaviour as gentle as 
is ufual in the firft Steps towards 
Greatnefs? And if it were poffible
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D E DI C AT I O N.
to exprefs that eafy Grandeur, 
which did at once perfuade and 
command; it would appear as 
clearly to thofe to come, as it does 
to his Contemporaries, that all the 
great Events which were brought 
to pafs under the Condud of fo 
well-governed a Spirit, were the 
Bleflings of Heaven upon Wifdom 
and Valour; and all which feem 
adverfe fell out by divine Permif- 
iion, which we are not to learch 
into.

YOU have pafs’d that Year of 
Life wherein the moil able and 
fortunate Captain, before Your 
Time, declared he had lived 
enough both to Nature and to 
Glory ; and Your Grace may make 
that ’ Reflexion with much more 
Juftice. He fpoke it after he had 
arrived at Empire, by an Ufurpa- 

tion

DEDICATION.
tion upon thole whom he had 
enflaved; but the Prince of Min- 
dleheim may rejoice in a Sove­
reignty which was the Gift of Him 
whofe Dominions he had preferved.

GLORY eftablifhed upon the 
uninterrupted Succefs of honoura­
ble Defigns and Actions is not fub- 
jed to Diminution; nor can any 
Attemps prevail againft it, but in 
the Proportion which the narrow 
Circuit of Rumour bears to the 
unlimited Extent of Fame.

WE may congratulate Your 
Grace not only upon your high 
Atchievements, but likewife upon 
the happy Expiration of Your Com­
mand, by which your Glory is put 
out of the Power of Fortune: And 
when your Perfon ihall be fo too, 
that the Author and Difpofer of all 
Things may place You in that

A 3 higher



D E DI C ATI ON.
higher Manfion of Blifs and Im­
mortality which is prepared for 
good Princes, Lawgivers, and He­
roes, when HE in HI 8 due Time 
removes them from the Envy of 
Mankind, is the hearty Prayer of.

My LORD,

Your Grace t

moft obedient,

tnojl devoted

humble Servant,

The Spectator.
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Erranti, pajfmque oculos per cunila, ferenti. ·
Virg. Æn. 2, v. 57@;

Exploring e^ry Place nxitb curious Eyes’.

Mr. Spectator,
A M very forry to find by your Difcourie 
upon the Eye, that you have not tho­
roughly ftudied the Nature and Force 
of that Part of a beauteous Face. Had 
you ever been in Love, you would 
have laid ten thoufand things, which 

s it feems did not occur to you : Do but reflefl: upon the 
4 Nonfenfe it makes Men talk, the Flames which it is 
4 faid to .kindle, the Tranfport it raifes, the Dejedion it 
4 caufes in the braveft Men ; and if you do believe thofe 
4 things are exprefled to an Extravagance, yet you will 
4 own, that the Influence of it is very great which moves 
4 Men to that Extravagance. Certain it is, that the whole 
4 Strength of the Mind is fometimes feated there ; that a 

kindLook impartsail, that a Year’s Difcourfe could give 
* you? in one Moment. What matters it what ihe fays

A 5 * t®·



* to you, fee how ihe looks, is the Language of all who 
* know what Love is. When the Mind is thus fummed up 
* and exprefled in a Glance, did you never obferve a fud- 
* den Joy arife in the Countenance of a Lover? Did you 
* never fee the Attendance of Years paid, over-paid in an 
4 Inftant? You a Spectator, and not know that the 
* Intelligence of Affection is carried on by the Eye only ; 
‘ that Good-breeding has made the Tongue falfify the 
4 Heart, and aft aPart of continual Conftraint, whileNa- 
4 ture has preferved the Eyes to herfelf, that ihe may not 
* be difguifed or mifreprefented. The poor Bride can give 
* her Hand, and fay, 1 do, with a laiiguiihing Air, to the 
* Man Ihe is obliged by cruel Parents to take for merce- 
* nary Reafons, but at the fame time flie cannot look 
‘ as if ihe loved; her Eye is full of Sorrow, and Reluc- 
* tance fits in a Tear, while the offering of the Sacrifice 
4 is nerformed in what we call the Marriage Ceremony. 
‘ Do you never go to Plays ? Cannot you diftinguiih be- 
* tween the Eyes of thofe who go to fee, from thofe who 
* come to be feen? I am a Woman turned of thirty, and 
* am on the Obfervation a little; therefore if you or your 
* Correspondent had confulted me in your Difcourle on 
‘ the Eye, I could have told you that the Eye of Leonora 
< is Ally watchful while it looks negligent ; ihe looks 
* round her without the help of theGJafles you ipeak of^ 
* and yet feems to be employed on Objects direfuy before 
* her This Eye is what affe&s Chance-medley, and on 
< a fudden, as if it attended to another thing, turns all 
* its Charms againft an Ogier. The Eye of LuftaM.a is 
* an Inftrument of premeditated Murder; but the Defign. 
* being vifible, deftroys the Execution of it; and with 
* much more Beauty than that of Leonora,^ it is not half 
* fo mifchievous. There is a brave Soldiers Daughter 
‘ in Town, that by her Eye has been the Death of more 
* than ever her Father made fly before him. A beautiful 
‘ Eye makes Silence eloquent, a kind Eye makes Con- 
4 tradition an Aflent, an enraged Eye makes Beauty de- 
* formed. This little Member gives Life to every other 
* Part about us, and I believe the Story of ^irgus implies 
4 no more than that the Eye is in every Part, that is to 
4 fay every other Part would be mutilated, were not its 
4 Force reprefented more by the Eye than even by itfell.

f 4 But

* But this is Heathen Greek to thofe who have not con- 
* verfed by Glances. This, Sir, is a Language in which 
< jhere can be no Deceit, nor can a ikilful Obferver be 
t “^pofed upon by Looks even among Politicians and 
* Courtiers. If you do me the Honour to print this 
t among your Speculations^ I ihall in my next make you 
# aPrefent of SecretHiftory, by Tranflating all the Looks 
t of the next Aflembly of Ladies and Gentlemen into 
- Words, to adorn, fome future Paper. lam,

S I R,
Tour faithful Friend,

Mary Heartfree.
Dear Mr. Spectator,

I Have a Sot of a Husband that lives a very fcandalous 
Life, and waftes away his Body and Fortune in 

‘ Debaucheries; and is immoveable to all the Arguments
I can urge to him. I would gladly know whether in 

* fome Cafes a Cudgel may not be allowed as a good 
* Figure of Speech, and whether it may not be lawfully 
f ufed by a Female Orator.

Tour humble Servant,
Barbara Crabtree.

Mr. Spectator,

THOUGH I am a Pra&itioner in the Law of fome 
ftanding, and have heard many eminent Pleaders 

1 I" Tlme, as well as other eloquent Speakers of both 
‘ Umverfities, yet I agree with you, that Women are bet- 
‘ ter qualified to fucceed in Oratory than the Men, and 
4 believe this is to be refolved into natural Caufes. You 
* have mentioned only the Volubility of their Tongue

but what do you think of the filent Flattery of their 
• Faces, and the Perfuafion which» eVen an infipid

Difcourfe carries with it when flowing from beautiful 
* Lips, to which it would be cruel to deny any thing ? 
‘ It is certain too,, that they are poflefled of fome Springs- 

of Rhetorick which Men want, fuch as Tears, fainting 
Fits, and the like, which I have feen employed upon 
Occafion with good Succefs. You muft know I am; 
a plain Man and love my Money; yet I have a Spoufe 
who is fo great an Orator in this Way, that Trie draws 

4 from me what Sums ihe pleafes. Every Room in my 



* Houfe is furniihed with Trophies of her Eloquence, 
‘ rich Cabinets, Piles of China, Japan Screens, and coftly 
‘ Jars; and if you were to come into my great Parlour, 
* you would fancy yourfelf in an India Ware-houfe: Be- 
* fides this Ihe keeps a Squirrel, and I am doubly taxed 
‘ to pay for the China he breaks. She is feized with pe- 
* riodical Fits about the Time of the Subfcriptions to a 
‘ new Opera, and is drowned in Tears after having Jeen 
* any Woman there in fiAer Cloaths than herfelf: 1 hefe 
* are Arts of Perfuafion purely Feminine, and which a 
‘ tender Heart cannot refift. What I would therefore 
‘ defire of you, is, to prevail with your Friend who has 
« promifed to diffed a Female Tongue, that he would at 
* the fame time give us the Anatomy of a Female Eye, 
* and explain the Springs and Sluices which feed it with 
* fuch ready Supplies of Moifture; and likewife ihew by 
‘ what means, if poffible, they may be flopped at a rea- 
‘ fonable Expence : Or, indeed, fince there is fomething 
‘ fo moving in the very Image of weeping Beauty, it 
‘ would be worthy Uis Art to provide, that thefe eloquent 
4 Drops may no more be laviihed on Trifles, or employed 
‘ as Servants to their wayward Wills; but referved for 
‘ ferious Occafions in Life, to adorn generous Pity, true 
‘ Penitence, or real Sorrow.
Y 1 am, &c.
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Indignor quicquam reprehend, non quia craffe 
Comtofitum, illepideve putetur, fed quia nuper.

Hor.Ep.2. Lj. V.75U

I lofe my Patience, and 1 own it too.
When Works are cenfurd, not as Bad, but New, Po P E,

THERE is nothing which more denotes a great 
Mind, than the Abhorrence of Envy and De- 
tradion. This Paflion reigns more among bad 

Poets, than among any other Set of Men.

AS there are none more ambitious of Fame, than thofe 
who are converfant in Poetry, it is very natural for fuch 
as have not fucceeded in it to depreciate the Works of 
thofe.who have. For fince they cannot raife themfelves 
to the Reputation of their Fellow-Writers, they muft en­
deavour to fink it to their own Pitch, if they would ftill 
keep themfelves upon a Level with them.

THE greateft Wits that ever were produced in one 
Age, lived together in fo good an Underftanding, and 
celebrated one another with fo much Generofity, that each 
of them receives an additional Luftre from his Contempo­
raries, and is more famous for having lived with Men of 
fo extraordinary a Genius, than if he had himfelf been the 
foie Wonder of the Age. I need not tell my Reader, that 
I here point at the Reign of ^ügufus, and I believe he 
will be of my Opinion, that neither Virgil nor Horace 
would have gained fo great a Reputation in the World, 
had they not been the Friends and Admirers of each other. 
Indeed all the great Writers of that Age, for whom fingly 
we have fo great an Efteem, ftand up together as Vouchers 
for one another’s Reputation. But at the fame time that 
Virgil was celebrated by Gallus, Propertius, Horace, Va­
rias, Tucca and Ovid, we know that Ba-vias and Mavius 
were his declared Foes and Calumniators.

IN our own Country a Man feldom fets up for a 
Poet, without attacking the Reputation of all his Brothers 
in the Art. The Ignorance of the Moderns, the Scrib­
blers of the Age, the Decay of Poetry, are the Topicks 
of Detraction, with which he makes his Entrance into 
the World: But how much more noble is the Fame that 
is built on Candour and Ingenuity, according to thofe 
beautiful Lines of Sir John Denham, in his Poem on 
Pletchers Works!

But vohither am I fray'd? 1 need not raife 
Trophies to thee from other Mens Difpraife ;
Nor is thy Fame on leffer Ruins built, 
Nor needs thy jufler Title the foul Guilt 
Of Eadern Kings, who, to fecure their Reign, 
Muß have their Brothers, Sons, and Kindred fain,
I am forry to find that an Author, who is very juftly 

Cfteemed among the belt Judges, has admitted fome
Strokes



Strokes of this Nature into h very fine Poem; I mean 
The Art ofCriticifm, which was publiih’d fome Months 
fmce, and is a Mafter-piece in its kind. The Obfervations 
follow one another like thofe in Horace's Art of Poetry, 
without that methodical Regularity which would have 

Profe Author. They are feme of thembeen requifite in a Profe Author. They are fome of them 
uncommon, but fuch as the Reader muft aflent to; when; 
he fees them explained with that Elegance and Perfpi- 
cuity in which they are delivered. As for thofe which 
are the moft known, and the moil reci eyed, they are 
placed in fo beautiful a Light, and illuftrated with fuch 
apt Allufions, that they have in them all the Graces of 
Novelty, and make the Reader, who was before ac­
quainted with them. Hill more convinced of their Truth 
and Solidity. And here give me leave to mention what 
Monfieur Boileau has fo very well enlarged upon in the 
Preface to his Works, that Wit and fine Writing do not 
confift fo much in advancing Things that are new, as in 
giving Things that are known an agreeable Turn. It 
is impoffible for us, who live in the latter Ages of the 
World, to make Obfervations in Criticifm, Morality, or 
in any Art or Science, which have not been touched 
upon by others. We have little elfe left us, but to re- 
prefent the common Senfe of Mankind in more ftrong, 
more beautiful, or more uncommon Lights. If a Reader 
examines Horace's Art of Poetry, he will find but very few 
Precepts in it, which he may not meet with in Ariftotle, 
and which were not commonly known by all the Poets 
of the Augufan Age. His Way of expreffing and apply­
ing them, not his Invention of them, is what we are 
chiefly to admire.

FOR this Reafon I think there is nothing in the World 
fo tirefome as the Works of thofe Criticks who write in 
a pofitive Dogmatick Way, without either Language, 
Genius, or Imagination. If the Reader would fee how 
the beft of the Latin Criticks writ, he may find their 
Manner very beautifully defcribed in the Charafters of 
Horace, Petronius, Quintilian, and Longinus, as they are 
drawn in the Eflay of which I am now fpeaking.

SINCE I have mentioned Longinus, who in his Re­
flexions has given us the fame kind of Sublime, which 
he obferves in the feveral paflages that occasioned them;

I cannot but take notice, that our Englifh Author has 
after the fame manner exemplified feveral of his Precepts 
in the very Precepts themfelves. I (hall produce two or 
three Inftances of this Kind. Speaking of the infipid 
Smoothnefs which fome Readers are fo much in Love 
with, he has the following Verfes.

9 hefe Equal Syllables alone require, 
Tho' oft the Ear the open Vowels tire, 
While Expletives their feehle Aid ¿ojoin, 
And ten low Words oft creep in one dull Line.

THE gaping of the Vowels in the fecond Line, the 
Expletive do in the third, and the ten Monofyllables in 
the fourth, give fuch a Beauty to this Paflage, as would 
have been very much admired in an Ancient Poet, The 
Reader may obferve the following Lines in the fame View.

A needlefs Alexandrine ends the Song,
That like a wounded Snake drags its flow Length along.

And afterwards,

. 'Tis not enough no Harfhnefs gives Offence, 
The Sound muft feem an Echo to the Senfe.

' Soft is the Strain when Zephyr gently blows, 
And the fmooth Stream in fmoother Numbers flows j 
But when loud Surges lafh the founding Shore, 
The hoarfe rough Verfe Jhoud like the Torrent rare. 
When Ajax ftrives fome Rocks vaft Weight to throw, 
The Line too labours, and the Words move flow ;
Not fo, when fwift Camflla fcours the Plain, 
Flies o'er th'unbending Corn, and jkims along the Main.

THE beautiful Diftich upon Ajax in the foregoing 
Lines, puts me in mind of a Defcription in Homer's Odyf- 
fey, which none of the Criticks have taken notice of. It 
is where Sifyphus is reprefented lifting his Stone up the 
Hill, which is. no fooner carried to the Top of it, but it 
immediately tumbles to the Bottom. This double Mo­
tion of the Stone is.'admirably defcribed in the Numbers 
of thefe Verfes; As in the four firft it is heaved up by fe­
veral Spondees intermixed with proper Breathing places, 
and at laft trundles down in a continual Line of Dactyls.

Ko«



Κα? μΐω Έισυφον xg£7fcp’ aKyi' s^oiija.
Αλλο βας-οίζονΊα 'πίλώ^ον ¿μφοιζ^σΐΥ.
Ητρζ 0 TS Grocril' 7?,
Λααν άνω αιθισαί ίτοτι λόφοι’, αλλ’ οτε μίλλο/ 
Aeayv υττερζαλε^ν, 707* K^Tasif,

Λϋ7/ί ’’iTrena. ’πεί'ονί'ε χ,νλίν/ετο ateuJ'n'f.
Odyff. 1. ir.’

I
T turn’d my Eye, and as I turn’d furvey’d 
A mournful Vifion! the Sifyphian Shade: 
With many a weary Step, and many a Gr.one, 
Up the high Hill he heaves a huge round Stone: 
The huge round Stone, refulting with a Bound, 

i Thunders impetuous down, and fmokes along the
■ Ground. Pope.
IB *

IT would be endlefs to quote Verfes out of Virgil which 
have this particular Kind of Beauty in the Numbers; but 

!I may take an Occafion in a future Paper to ihew feveral 
of them which have efcaped the Obfervation of others.

I cannot conclude this Paper without taking notice that 
we have three Poems in our Tongue, which are of the 
fame Nature, and each of them a Mailer-piece in its Kind; 
the Eflay on tranllated Verfe, the Eflay on the Art of 
Poetry, and the Eflay upon Criticifm. C

№254 Friday, December zi.

S?/zyo; spas ap«-7H^ 0 3 xu-rei/©- ¿'x©· 

On Love of Virtue Reverence attends. 
But Senfual P lecture in our Ruin ends.

WHEN I confider the falfe Tmpreflions which are 
received by the Generality of the World, I am 
troubled at none more than a certain Levity of 

Thought, which many young Women of Quality have 
entertained, to the Hazard of their'Charafters, and the 
certain Misfortune of their Lives. The firft of the fol­
lowing Letters may bell reprefent the Faults I would 

now
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now point at, and the Anfwer to it the Temper of Mind 
in a contrary Charafter.

- My dear Harriot,
* T F thou art Ihe, but oh how fallen, how changed, 
‘ what an Apoftate ! how loft to all that’s gay and 
* agreeable ! To be married I find is to be buried alive; I 
‘ can’t conceive it more difmal to be fhut up in a Vault . 
* to converfe with the Shades of my Anceftors, than to 
* be carried down to an old Manor-Houfe in the Country, 
* and confined to the Converfation of a fober Husband 
* and an aukward Chamber-maid. For Variety I fuppofe 
* you may entertain yourfelf with Madam in her Gro- 
* gram Gown, the Spoufe of your Pariih Vicar, who has 
* by this time I am furewell furniihed you with Receipts 
* for making Salves and Poflets, diftilling Cordial Wa- 
* ters, making Syrups, and applying Poultices.

‘ BLEST Solitude! I wilh thee Joy, my Dear, of 
* thy loved Retirement, which indeed you would per- 
* fuade me is very agreeable, and different enough from 
* what I have here defcribed : But, Child, I am afraid thy 
* Brains are a little difordered with Romances and No- 
* vels : After fix Months Marriage to hear thee talk of 
* Love, and paint the Country Scenes fo foftly, is a little 
* extravagant; one would think you lived the Lives of 
‘ Sylvan Deities, or roved among the Walks of Paradifei 
* like the firft happy Pair. But pr’ythee leave thefe W him- 
* fies, and come to Town in order to dive .and talk like 
* other Mortals. However, as I am extremely interefted 
* in your Reputation, I would willingly give you a little 
* good Advice at your firft Appearance under the Cha- 
* rafter of a married Woman: ’Tisalittlelnfolenceinme 
* perhaps, to advife a Matron; but I am fo afraid you’ll 
‘ make fo filly a Figure as a fond Wife, that I cannot help 
‘ warning you not to appear in any publick Places with 
* your Huiband, and never to fanter about St. James'3 
* Park together : If you prefume to enter the Ring at Hide- 
* Park together, you are ruined for ever; nor muft you 
* take the leaft notice of one another at the Play-houfe or 
‘ Opera, unlefs you would be laughed at for a very loving 
* Couple moft happily paired in the Yoke of Wedlock. I 
* would recommend the Example of an Acquaintan
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|i ' j * °urs to your Imitation; ihe is the moft negligent and

I 111 t fashionable Wife in the World; file is hardly ever feen in
I ' ( the fame Place with her Husband, and if they happen to

* meet, you would think them perfect Strangers: She ne- 
* ver was heard to name him in his Abfence, and takes 

¡I 1 ' care he Shall never be the Subject of any Difcourfe that
1 ‘ She has a Share in. I hope you’ll propofe this Lady as a
I ‘ Pattern, tho’ I am very much afraid you’ll be fo filly to
ig think Portia, &c. Sabine and Roman Wives much brigh­

ter Examples. I wiih it may never come into your Head 
■ Jj ‘to imitate thofe antiquated Creatures fo far, as to come

* into Publick in the Habit as well as Air of a Roman Ma­
li ‘ tron. You make already the Entertainment at Mrs. Mo-

I dijfb's Tea-Table; She fays, She always thought you a
‘ difcreet Perfon, and qualified tomanage a Family with. 
* admirable Prudence : She dies to fee what demure and 

I* ferious Airs Wedlock has given you, but She fays She 
* Shall never forgive your Choice of fo galant a Man as 
4 Rellamour to transform him to a mere fober Huiband ; 
* ’twas unpardonable : You fee, my Dear, we all envy 
* your Happinefs, and no Perfon more than

Your humble Servant,

Lydia.

* Tj $ not in pain, good Madam, for my Appearance 
* XJ in Town ; I Shall frequent no publick Places, or 
• make any Vifits where the Character of a model! Wife 
* is ridiculous. As for your wild Rallery on Matrimony, 
* ’tis all Hypocrify; you, and all the handfom young 

I । « Women of your Acquaintance, Shew yourfelves to no

* other Purpofe than to gain a Conqueft over fome Man 
* of Worth, in order to bellow your Charms and For- 

! * tune on him. There’s no Indecency in the Confeffion,
! * the Deiign is modeft and honourable, and all your
i * Affeftation can’t difguife it.
I ‘lam married, and have no other Concern but to pleafe

* the Man I Love; he’s the End of every care 1 have ; if 
* I drefs ’tis for him ; if I read a Poem or a Play, ’tis to 

i * qualify myfelf for a Converfation agreeable to his Tafte:
| * He’s almoft the end of my Devotions; half my Prayers

* are for his Happinefs-—I love to talk of him, and ne- 
j f ver hear him named but with Pleafure and Emotion. I

‘am

* am your Friend, and wiih you Happinefs, but am forry 
‘ to fee by the Air of your Letter that there are a Set of 

Women who are got into the Common-Place Rallery
‘ of every Thing that is fober, decent, and proper : Ma- 
‘ trimony and the Clergy are the Topicks of People of 
‘ little Wit and no Underilanding. I own to you, I have 
* learned of the Vicar’s Wife all you tax me with: She is a 

difcreet, ingenious, pleafant, pious Woman; I wiih She
‘ had the handling of you and Mrs. Modifh·, you would 
‘ find, if you were too free with her, She would foon 
‘ make you as charming as ever you were, ihe would 
‘ make you bluih as much as if you never had been fine 
* Ladies. The Vicar, Madam, is fo kind as to viiit my 
‘ Husband, and his agreeable Converfation has brought 
‘ him to enjoy many fober happy Hours when even I am 
* ihut out, and my dear Mailer is entertained only with 
‘ his own Thoughts. Thefe Things, dear Madam, will 
‘ be lading Satisfaftions, when the fine Ladies, and the 
‘ Coxcombs by whom they form themfelves, are irrepa» 
* rably ridiculous, ridiculous in old Age. I am.

Madam, your mofl bumble Servant,
Mary Home, 

Dear Mr. Spectator,
t V O U have no Goodnefs in the World, and are not ( 1 in earneil in any thing you fay that is ferious, if 

you do not fend me a plain Anfwer to this: I happened
‘ fome Days pail to be at the Play, where during the 
t Time of Performance, I could not keep my Eyes off 

from a beautiful young Creature who fat juft before me, 
and who I have been iince informed has no Fortune. 
It would utterly ruin my Reputation for Difcretion to

‘ marry fuch a one, and by what I can learn ihe has a 
Character of great Modefty, fo that there is nothing to

‘ be thought on any other Way. My Mind has ever fmce 
‘ been fo wholly bent on her, that I am much in danger 
‘ of doing fomething very extravagant without your 
‘ fpeedy Advice to,

SIR, Your moji bumble Servant*

lam forry I cannot anfwer this impatient Gentleman, 
but by another Queftion.

Dear
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[Imitated.]
Know, there are Rhymes, 'which (frejh andfrejh apply'd} 
Will cure the arrant'Ji Puppy of his Pride. Pope.

. v. 36.

Laudis amore tumes ? funt certa piacula, 
Ter pure ledlo poterunt recreare libello. 

Hor.

THE Soul, confidered abftraftedly from its 
is of a remifs and fedentary Nature, flow in its Re- 
folves, a-nd languifliing in its Executions. The Ufa 

therefore of the Paffions is to ftiritup, and to put it upon 
Aftion, to awaken theUnderftanding,to enforce the Will, 
and to make the whole Man more vigorous and attentive 
in the Profecution of his Defigns. As this is the End of 
the Paffions in general, fo it is particularly of Ambition, 
which puihes the Soul to fuch Actions as are apttoprocura 
Honour and Reputation to the After. But if we carrjt 
our Reflexions higher, we may difeover farther Ends of 
Providence in implanting this Paffion in Mankind.

IT was neceflary for the World, that Arts ihould be 
invented and improved, Books written and tranfmitted to 
Pofterity, Nations conquered and civilized : Now fince 
the proper and genuine Motives to thefe and the like 
great Aftions, would only influence virtuous Minds ; 
there would be but fmall Improvements in the World, 
were there not fome common Principle of Aftion work­
ing equally with all Men. And fuch a Principle is Ambi­
tion or a Defire of Fame, by which great Endowments 
are not fuffered to lie idle and ufelefs to the Publick, and 
many vicious Men, over-reached, as it were, and engaged 
contrary to their natural Inclinations in a glorious and 
laudable Courfe of Aftion. For we may farther obferve, 

that 

that Men of thegreateft Abilities are moll fired with Am­
bition : And that on the contrary, mean and narrow 
Minds are the leaft aftuated by it; whether it be that a 
Man’s Senfe of his own Incapacities makes him defpair 
of coming at Fame, or that he has not enough range 
of Thought to look out for any Good which does not 
more immediately relate to his Intereft or Convenience, 
or that Providence, in the very Frame of his Soul, would 
not fubjeft him to fuch a Paffion as would be ufelefs to 
the World, and a Torment to himfelf.

WERE not this Defire of Fame very ftrong, the 
Difficulty of obtaining it, and the Danger of Idling it 
when obtained, w'ould be fufficient to deter a Man from 
fo vain a Purfuit.

HOW few are there who are furnifhed with Abilities 
fufficient to recommend their Aftions to the Admiration 
of the World, and to diftinguifh themfelyes from the reft 
of Mankind ? Providence for the moft part fets us upon a 
Level, andobferves akind of Proportion in its Difpenfa- 
tions towards us. If it renders us perfeft in one Accom- 
plilhment, it generally leaves us defeftive in another, and 
feems careful rather of preferving every Perfon from 
being mean and deficient in his Qualifications, than of 
making any Angle one eminent or extraordinary.

AND among thofe who are the moft richly endowed 
by Nature, and accomplifhed by their own Induftry, how 
few are there whofe" Virtues are not obfeured by the Ig­
norance, Prejudice or Envy of their Beholders ? Some 
Men cannot difeern between a noble and a mean Aftion. 
Others are apt to attribute them to fome falfe End or 
Intention; and others purpofely mifreprefent or put a 
wrong Interpretation on them.

BUT the more to enforce this Confideration, we 
may obferve that thofe are generally moft unfuccefsful in 
their Purfuit.afrer Fame, who are moft defirous of ob­
taining it. It is Salop5 Remark upon Cato, that the 
lefs he coveted Glory the more he acquired it.

MEN take an ill-natur’d Pleafurein croffingpur Incli­
nations, and difappointing us in what our Hearts are moft 
fet upon. When therefore they have difeovered the paf- 
fionate Defire of Fame in the Ambitious Man (as no Tem­
per of Mind is more apt to (hew itfclf) they become 

fparing
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{paring and reserved in their Commendations, they envy 
him the Satisfaction of an Applaufe, and look on their 
Praifes rather as a Kindnefs done to his Perfon, than as 
a Tribute paid to his Merit. Others who are free from 
this natural Perverfenefs of Temper grow wary in their 
Praifes of one, who fets too great a Value on them, left 
they ihould raife him too high in his own Imagination, 
and by confequcnce remove him to a greater Diftance 
from themfelves.

BUT farther, this Defire of Fame naturally betrays 
the ambitious Man into fuch Indecencies as are a leflen- 
ing to his Reputation. He is bill afraid left any of his 
Actions ihould be thrown away in private, left his De- 
ferts ihould be concealed from the Notice of the World, 
or receive any Difadvantage from the Reports which 
others make of them. This often fets him on empty Boafts 
and Oftentations of himfelf, and betrays him into vain 
fantaftical Recitals of his own Performances: His Dif- 
courfe generally leans one Way, and, whatever is the 
Subjeft of it, tends obliquely either to the detracting 
from others, or to the extolling of himfelf. Vanity is the 
natural Weaknefs of an ambitious Man, which expofes 
him to the fecret Scorn and Derifion of thofe he con- 
verfes with, and ruins the Character he is fo induftrious 
to advance by it. For tho’ his Actions are never fo glo­
rious, they lofe their Luftre when they are drawn at 
large, and fet to ihow by his own Hand ; and as the 
World is more apt to find fault than to commend, the 
Boaft will probably be cenfured when the great ACtion 
that occafioned it is forgotten.

BESIDES, this very Defire of Fame is looked on as 
a Meannefs and Imperfection in the greateft Character. 
A folid and fubftantial Greatnefs of Soul looks down with 
a generous NegleCt on theCenfures and Applaufes of the - 
Multitude, and places a Man beyond the little Noife and 
Strife of Tongues. Accordingly we find in ourfelves a 
fecret Awe and Veneration for the Character of one who 
moves above us in a regular and illuftrious Courfe of Vir­
tue, without any regard to our good or ill Opinions of 
him, to our Reproaches or Commendations. As on the 
contrary it is ufual for us, when we would take off from 
the Fame and Reputation of an ACtion, to afcribe it to

Vain-
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Vain-Glory, and a Defire of Fame in the AClor. Nor is 
this common Judgment and Opinion of Mankind ill- 
founded : for certainly it denotes no great Bravery of Mind 
to be worked up to any noble ACtion by fo felfiih a Motive, 
and to do that out of a Defire of F ame, which we could not 
be prompted to by a difinterefted Love to Mankind, or 
by a generous Paffion for the Glory of him that made us.

THUS is Fame a thing difficult to be obtained by 
all, but particularly by thofe who thirft after it, fince 
moft Men have fo much either of Ill-nature, or of Wari- 
nefs, as not to gratify or footh the Vanity of the Am­
bitious Man, and fince this very Thirft after Fame na­
turally betrays him into fuch Indecencies as are a leffen- 
ing to his Reputation, and is itfelf looked upon as a 
Weaknefs in the greateft Characters.

IN the next place, Fame is eafily loft, and as difficult 
to be preferved as it was at firft to be acquired. But this 
I ihall make the Subject of a following Paper. C
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’Pe?^ [jAk, ¿yyaKw - Hef,
De fire of Fame by ‘various Ways is craft. 
Hard to be gain d, and eafy to be loft.

THERE are many Paffions and Tempers of Mind 
which naturally difpofe us to deprefs and vilify the 
Merit of one rifing in the Efteem of Mankind. AH 

thofe who made their Entrance into the World with the 
fame Advantages, and were once locked on as his Equals, 
are apt to think the Fame of his Merits a Reflexion on 
their own Indeferts; and will therefore take care to re­
proach him with the Scandal of fome paft ACtion, or de­
rogate from the Worth of the prefent, that they may ftill 
keep him on the fame Level with themfelves. The like 
Kind of Confideration often ftirs up the Envy of fuch as

were
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were once his Superiors, who think it a Detradion from 
their Merit to fee another get ground upon them and 
overtake them in the Purfuits of Glory ; and will there­
fore endeavour to fink his Reputation, that they may the 
better preferve their own. Thofe who were once his 
Equals envy and defame him, becaufe they now fee him 
their Superior ; and thofe who were once his Superiors, 
becaufe they look upon him as their Equal.

BUT farther, a Man whofe extraordinary Reputation 
thus lifts him up to the Notice and Obfervation of Man­
kind draws a Multitude of Eyes upon him that will nar­
rowly infped every Part of him, confider him nicely in 
all Views, and not be a little pleafed when they have 
taken him in the worft and moil difadvantageous Light. 
There are many who find a Pleafure in contradicting the 
common Reports of Fame, and in fpreading abroad the 
Weakneffes of an exalted Charader. They pubhih their 
ill-natur’d Difcoveries with a fecret Pride and applaud 
themfelves for the Singularity of their Judgment which 
has fearched deeper than others, detected what the reft 
of the World have overlooked, and found a flaw m wnat 
the Generality of Mankind admires. Others there are 
who proclaim the Errors and Infirmities of a great Man 
with an inward Satisfaction and Complacency, if they 
difcover none of the like Errors and Infirmities in them­
felves ; for while they areexpofing another s Weakneffes, 
they are tacitly aiming at their own Commendations, who 
are not fubjed to the like Infirmities, and are apt to be 
tranfported with a fecret kind of Vanity to fee them­
felves luperior in fome refpeds to one of a fublime and 
celebrated Reputation. Nay, it very often happens, that 
none are more induftrious in publilhing the Blemiihes of 
an extraordinary Reputation, than fuch as lie open to the 
fameCenfures in their own Charaders as either hoping 
to excufe their own Defeds by the Authority of fo high 
an Example, or raifing an imaginary Applaufe to them­
felves for refembling a Perfon of an exalted Reputation, 
though in the blameable Parts of his Charader. If all 
thefe fecret Springs of Detradion fail, yet very often a 
vain Oftentation of Wit fets a Man on attacking an efta- 
blifned Name, and facrificing it to the Mirth and Laugh­
ter of thofe about him. A Satire or a Libel on one of the

common
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common Stamp, never meets with that Reception and 
Approbation among its Readers, as what is aimed at a 
Perfon whofe Merit places him upon an Eminence, and 
gives him a more confpicuous Figure among Men. Whe­
ther it be that we think it Ihews greater Art to expofe 
and turn to ridicule a Man whofe Charader feems fo 
improper a Subjed for it, or that we are pleafed by fome 

to fee him taken d°^ and 
humbled m his Reputation, and in fome meafure reduced 
to our own Rank, who had fo far raifed himfelf above 

Reparts and Opinions of Mankind.
n THUS we fee how many dark and intricate Mo­
tives there, are to Detradion and Defamation, and how 

are {earching into the Adions of 
a great Man who is .not always the belt prepared for fo narrow an Medion. For we may generally ob^ 
that our Admiration of a famous Man leffens upon 
our nearer Acquaintance with him; and that we feldom 
hear the Defcnption of a celebrated Perfon, without 
a Catalogue of fome notorious Weakneffes and Infir­
mities. 1 ne Reafon may be, becaufe any little Slip is 
more confpicuous and obfervable in his Condud'than 
m another s, as it is not of a piece with the reft of 
his Charader, or becaufe it is impoffible for a Man at 

t0 b? the more important
Part of his Life and to- keep a watchful Eye over all 
the inconfiderable Circumftances of his Behaviour and 
Converfation ; or becaufe, as we have before obferved 
the fame Temper of Mind which inclines us to a 
Delire of Fame, naturally betrays us into fuch Slips and 

not incident to Men of a contrary

' .AFTER all it muft be confefs’d, that a noble and 
triumphant Merit often breaks through and diffipatel 
tnefe little Spots^ and Sullies in its Reputation / but 
if by a miftaken Purfuit after Fame, or through hum-n 
Infirmity, any falfe Step be made in the morf momen 
tons Concerns of Life, the whole Scheme of ambitious 
Defigns is broken and difappointed. The fm41S ¿T and Blemiihes may die 4 and dife^^ 
$rightnefs that furrounds them; but a Blot of n

the
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the whole Chara&er. How difficult therefore is it to 
preferve a great Name, when he that has acquired it 
is fo obnoxious to fuch little Weakneffes and Infirmities 
as are no fmall Diminution to it when difcovered, efpe- 
cially when they are fo induftrioufly proclaimed, and 
aggravated by fuch as were once his Superiors or Equals; 
by fuch as would fet to fhow their Judgment or their 
Wit, and by fuch as are guilty or innocent of the fame 
Slips or Mifcondu&s in their own Behaviour ?

BUT were there none of thefe Difpofitions in others 
to cenfure a famous Man, nor any fuch Mifcarriages in 
himfelf, yet would he meet with no fmall Trouble in 
keeping up his Reputation in all its Height and Splendor. 
There muft be always a noble Train of Actions to pre­
ferve his Fame in Life and Motion. For when it is once 
at a Stand, it naturally flags and languifhes. Admiration 
is a very fliort-liv’d Paffion, that immediately decays up­
on growing familiar with its Objeft, unlefs it be Hill fed 
with freih Difcoveries, and kept alive by a new perpe­
tual Succeflion of Miracles rifing up to its View. And 
even the greateft Actions of a celebrated Perfon labour 
under this Difadvantage, that however furprifing and ex­
traordinary they may be, they are no more than what 
are expected from him; but on the contrary, if they 
fall any thing below the Opinion that is conceived of 
him, tho’ they might raife the Reputation of another, 
they are a Diminution to his.

ONE would think there fhould be fomething won­
derfully pleafing in the Pofleflion of Fame, that, not- 
withftanding all thefe mortifying Confiderations, can 
engage a Man in fo defperate a Purfuit; and yet if we 
confider the little Happinefs that attends a great Cha- 
rafter, and the Multitude of Difquietudes to which the 
Defire of it fubjeds an ambitious Mind, one would be 
ftill the more furprifed to fee fo many reftlefs Candidates 
for Glory.

AMBITION raifes a fecretTumult in the Soul,Jt 
inflames the Mind, and puts it into a violent Hurry of 
Thought: It is ftill reaching after an empty imaginary 
Good, that has not in it the Power to abate or fatisfy it. 
Moil other Things we long for can allay the Cravings of 

proper Senfe, and tor a while fet the Appetite at 
Reft:

Reft : But Fame is a Good fo wholly foreign to our 
Natures, that we have no Faculty in the Soul adapted 
to it^ nor any Organ in the Body to reliih it; an Objebt 
of Defire placed out of the Poffibility of Fruition. It 
W fil1 the Mind for a while with a giddy kind 
of Pleafure, but it is fuch a Pleafure as makes a Man 
reltlels and uneafy under it; and which does not fomuch 
fatisfy the prefent Thirft, as it excites frefh Defires, and 
lets the boul on new Enterprifes. For how few ambi­
tious Men are there, who have got as much Fame as 
they defared, and whofe Thirft after it has not been as 
eager in the very Height of their Reputation, as it was 
before they became known and eminent among Men ? 
Ihere is not any Circumftance in C^r’s Charadter 
which gives me a greater Idea of him, than a Saying 
which Cuero tells us he frequently made ufe of in private 
Lonverfation, That he was fatisjied with his Share of Life 
and Fame Sefatis wel ad Naturam, ns el ad Gloriam nixing. 
Many indeed have given over their Purfuits after Fame, 
but that has proceeded either from the Difappointments 
•J 7 i,:’ or from their Experience of the

. little Pleafure which attends it, or from the better In-
fromT? H °f °ld ASC ’ but

om a full batisiadhon and Acquiefcence in their prefent 
Enjoyments'of it. ficicnu

NOR is Fame only unfatisfying in itfelf, but the De- 
fare of it lays us open to many accidental Troubles which 
tho.e are free from who have no fuch a tender Reo-ard 
for it. How often is the ambitious Man caft down and 

■ where
it. l\ay how often is he mortified with the very PraTcs 
he receives if they do not rife fo high as he thinks thev 
ought which they feldom domnlefs increafed by Flatter/ 
fince few Men have fo good an Opinion of us as We ha/e 
of ourfelves ? But if the ambitious Man can be fo much 
grieved even with Praife itfelf, how will he be aSe to 
bear up under Scandal and Defamation ? For the fame 

| Temper of Mind which makes him defire Fame, ma£! 
i ha^ Reproach. If he can be tranfported with the 

extmordinary Praifes of Men, he will be Is much d^c 
ted by their Lenfures. How little therefore is the Han 
pmefs of an ambitious Man, who gives every one a Do-

B 2 · · *minion
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minion over it, who thus fubjeCts himfelf to the good or 
ill Speeches of others, and puts it in the Power of every 
malicious Tongue to throw him into a Fit of Melancho­
ly, and deftroy his natural Reft and Repofe of Mind ? 
Efpecially when we confider that the World is more apt 
to cenfure than applaud, and himfelf fuller of Imperfec­
tions than Virtues.

W E may further obferve, that fuch a Man will be 
snore grieved for the Lofs of Fame, than he could have 
been pleafed with the Enjoyment of it. For tho the 
Prefence of this imaginary Good cannot make us happy, 
the Abfence of it may make us miferable: Becaufe in the 
Enjoyment of an Object we only find that Share of Plea- 
fure which it is capable of giving us, but in the Lofs of 
it we do not proportion our Grief to the real Value it 
bears, but to the Value dur Fancies and Imaginations fee 

%O inconfiderable is the Satisfaction that Fame brings 
along with it. and fo great the Difqpietudes, to which it 
makes us liable. The Defire of it ftirs up very uneafy 
Motions in the Mind, and is rather inflamed than fatis- 
fied by the Prefence of the Thing defired. The Enjoy­
ment of it brings but very little Pleafure, tho the Lofs 
or Want of it be very fenfible and afflicting; and even 
this little Happinefs is fo very precarious, that it wholly 
depends on the Will of others. We are not only tortured 
by the Reproaches which are offered us, but.are disap­
pointed by the Silence of Men when it is unexpected; 
and humbled even by their Praifes. G
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———— zudei bibs
e[yvi ¡F sr/ 'Trovt^

Incert, ex Stob.
No Slumber feals the Eye of Providence, 
Prefent to ev ry Action vie commence.

THAT I might not lofe myfelf upon a SubjeCtof 
fo great Extent as that of Fame, I have treated it 
in a particular Order and Method. I have firft of 

all confidered the Reafons why Providence may have 
implanted in our Mind fuch a Principle of Action. I have 
in the next Place ftiewn from many Confiderations, firft, 
that Fame is a thing difficult to be obtained, andeafily 
loft; Secondly, that it brings the ambitious Man very 
little Happinefs, but fubjeCts him to much Uneafinefs 
and DiffatisfaCtion. Elhall in the laft Place ihew, that 
it hinders us from obtaining an End which we have Abi­
lities to acquire, and which is accompanied with Fulnefs 
of Satisfaction. I need not tell my Reader, that I mean 
by this End that Happinefs which is referved for us in 
another World, which every one has Abilities to pro­
cure, and which will bring along with it Fulnefs of Joy 
and Pleafures for evermore.

HOW the Purfuit after Fame may hinder Us in the 
Attainment of this great End, I ihall leave the R-eader 
to colleCt from the three following Confiderations.

FIRST, Becaufe the ftrong Defire of Fame breeds 
feveral vicious Habits in the Mind.

SECONDLY, Becaufe many of thofe Actions, which 
are apt to procure Fame, are not in their Nature condu­
cive to this our ultimate Happinefs.

TH1RD LT, Becaufe if we ihould allow the fame 
Actions to be the proper Inftruments, both of acquiring 
Fame, and of procuring this Happinefs, they would ne- 
verthelefs fail in the Attainment of this laft End, if they 
proceeded from a Defire of the firft.
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THESE three Proportions are felf-evident to thofe 
who are verfed in Speculations of Morality. Fbr which 
Reafon I ihall not enlarge upon them, but proceed to a 
Point of the fame Nature, which may open to us a more 
uncommon Field of Speculation.

FROM what has already been obferved, I think we 
may have a natural Conclufion, that it is the greateft 
Folly to feek the Praife or Approbation of any Being, be­
sides the Supreme, and that for thefe two Reafonsj Be- 
caufe no other Being can make a right Judgment of us, 
and efteem us according to our Merits; and becaufe we 
can procure no confiderable Benefit or Advantage from 
the Efteem and Approbation of any other Being.

IN the firft Place, No other Being can make a right 
Judgment of us, and efteem us according to our Merits. 
Created Beings fee nothing but our Outfide, and can 
therefore only frame a Judgment of us from our exterior 
Actions and Behaviour ; bu-t how unfit thefe are to give 
us a right Notion of each other’s Perfections,. may ap­
pear from feveral Confiderations. There are many Vir­
tues, which in their own Nature are incapable of any 
outward Reprefentation : Many filent Perfections in the 
Soul of a good Man, which are great Ornaments to hu­
man Nature, but not able to difcover themfelves to the 
Knowledge of others; they are tranfafted in private, 
without Noife or Show, and are only vifible to the great 
Searcher of Hearts. What Actions can exprefs the intire 
Purity of Thought which refines andfanCtifies a virtuous 
Man ? That fecret Reft and Contentednefs of Mind, which 
gives him a Perfect Enjoyment of his prefent Condition ? 
That inward Pleafure and Complacency, which he feels 
in doing Good ? That Delight and Satisfaction which he 
takes in the Profperity and Happinefs of another? Thefe 
and the like Virtues are the hidden Beauties of a Soul, 
the fecret Graces which cannot be difcovered by a mor­
tal Eye, but make the Soul lovely and precious in his 
Sight, from whom no Secrets are concealed. Again, there 
are many Virtues which want an Opportunity of exerting 
and ihewing themfelves in Actions. Every Virtue re­
quires Time and Place, a proper ObjeCt and a fit Con­
juncture of Circumftances, for the due Exercife of it. A 
State of Poverty obfcures all the Virtues of Liberality and

Muni-

Munificence. The Patience and Fortitude of a Martyr or 
Confeftbr lie concealed in the flourifhing Times of Chri- 
ftianity. Some Virtues are only feen in Affliction, and 
fome in Profperity ; fome in a private, and others in a pub­
lick Capacity. But the great Sovereign of the World be­
holds every Perfection in its Obfcurity, and not only fees 
what we do, but what we would do. He views our Be­
haviour in every Concurrence of Affairs, and fees us en­
gaged in all the Poffibilities of Action. He difcovers the 
Martyr and Confeffor without the Trial of Flames and 
Tortures, and will hereafter intitle many to the Reward 
of Actions, which they had never the Opportunity of 
performing. Another Reafon why Men cannot form a 
right Judgment of us is, becaufe the fame Actions may 
be aimed at different Ends, and arife from quite contrary 
Principles. Actions are of fo mixt a Nature, and fo full 
ef Circumftances, that as Men pry into them more or 
lefs, or obferve fome Parts more than others, they take 
different Hints, and put contrary Interpretations on them j 
fo that the fame Actions may reprefent a Man as hypo­
critical and defigning to one, which makes him appear 
a Saint or Hero to another. He therefore who looks up­
on the Soul through its outward Actions, often fees it 
through a deceitful Medium, which is apt to difcolour 
and pervert the ObjeCt : So that on this Account alfo, 
he is the only proper J udge of our Perfections, who does 
not guefs at the Sincerity of our Intentions from the 
Goodnefs of our Actions, but weighs the Goodnefs of 
our Actions by the Sincerity of our Intentions.

BUT further ; it is impoflible for outward Actions 
to reprefent the Perfections of the Soul, becaufe they can 
never ihew the Strength of thofe Principles from whence 
they proceed. They are not adequate Expreflions of our 
Virtues, and can only ihew us what Habits are in the 
Soul, without difcovering the Degree and Perfection of 
fuch Habits. They are at belt but weak Refemblances of 
our Intentions, faint and imperfeCt Copies that may ac­
quaint us with the general Defign, but can never exprefs 
the Beauty and Life of the Original. But the great Judge 
of all the Earth knows every different State and Degree 
of human Improvement, from thofe weak Stirrings and 
Tendencies of the Will which have not yet formed them-
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felves into regular Purpofes and Defigns, to the laft in- 
tire Fimihing and Confummation of a good Habit. He 
beholds the firft imperfed Rudiments of a Virtue in the 
bou], and keeps a watchful Eye over it in all its Progrefs, 
till it has received every Grace it is capable of, and ap­

pears in its full Beauty and Perfedion. Thus we fee that 
none but the fupreme Being can efleem us according to 
cur proper Merits, fince all others muft judge of us from 
our outward Adions, which can never give them a juft 
Elhmate of us, fmce there are many Perfedions of a 
Man which are not capable of appearing in Adions ; 
many which, allowing no natural Incapacity of (hewing 
tnemfelves, want an Opportunity of doing it; or fliould 
they all meet with an Opportunity of appearing by 
Adions, yet thofe Adions may be milinterpreted, and 
applied to wrong Principles; or though they plainly 
¿ifeovered the Principles from whence they proceeded, 
they could never ihew the Degree, Strength and Per- 
fedion of thofe Principles.

AND as the fupreme Being is the only proper Judge 
of our Perfedions, fo is he the only fit Rewarder of 
them. This is a Confideration that comes home to our 
Intereft, as the other adapts itfelf to our Ambition. And 
what could the moil afpiring, or the moft felfifh Man 
defire more, were he to form the Notion of a Being 
to whom he would recommend himfelf, than fuch a 
Knowledge as can difeover the leaft Appearance of Per- 
fedion in him, and fuch a Goodnefs as will proportion 
a Reward to it.

LET the ambitious Man therefore turn all his Defire 
of Fame this Way; and, that he may propofe to himfelf 
a Fame worthy of his Ambition, let him confider that if 
he employs his Abilities to the beft Advantage, the Time 
will come when the fupreme Governor of the World, the 
great Judge of Mankind, who fees every Degree of Per­
fedion in others, and poffefies all poflible Perfedion in 
himfelf, ihall proclaim his Worth before Men and Angels, 
and pronounce to him in the Prefence of the whole 
Creation that beft and moft fignificant of Applaufes, 
Well done, thou good, and faithful Servant, enter thou into 
thy Maj er s Joy. C

Wednefday,
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Divide & Imp er a.
Divide and Rule.

PLEASURE and Recreation of one Kind or other 
are abfolutely neceffaryto relieve our Minds and Bo­
dies from too conftant Attention and Labour: Where 

therefore publick Diverfions are tolerated, it behoves Per- 
fons of Diftindion, with their Power and Example, to 
prefide over them in fuch a Manner as to check any thing 
that tends to the Corruption of Manners, or which is too 
mean or trivial for the Entertainment of reafonable Crea­
tures. As to the Diverfions of this Kind in this Town, 
we owe them to the Arts of Poetry and Mufick: My own 
private Opinion, with Relation to fuch Recreations, I 
have heretofore given with all the Franknefs imaginable ; 
what concerns thofe Arts at prefent the Reader ihall have 
from my Correfpondents. The firft of the Letters with 
which I acquit myfelf for this Day, is written by one 
who propofes to improve our Entertainments of Drama­
tick Poetry, and the other comes from three Perfons, 
who, as foon as· named, will be thought capable qf ad­
vancing the prefent State of Mufick.

Mr. Spectator,.
* T Am considerably obliged to you foryour ipeedy Pub. * I licationof my laft in yours of the iSthlnftant, and 

am in no fmall Hopes of being fettled in the Poft of
‘ Comptroller of the Cries. Of all the Objedions I have 
* hearkened after in publick Coffee-houfes there is butone 
* that feems to carry any Weight with it, «vzx..That fuch 
* a Poft would come too near the Nature of a Monopo- 
* ly. Nbw, Sir, becaufe. I would have all Sorts of People 
‘ made eafy, and being willing to have more Strings than 
‘ one to my Bow ; in cafe that of Comptroller ihould fail 
‘ me, I have fmce formed another Projcd, which, being-

S- £ ‘ grounded": 



* grounded on the dividing a prefent Monopoly, I hope 
* will give the Publick an Equivalent to. their full Content. 
* You know, Sir, it is allowed that the Bufinefs of the 
* Stage is, as the Latin has it, Jucunda & Idonea dicere 
* Vita?. Now there being but one Dramatick Theatre 
4 licenfed for the Delight and Profit of this extenfive 
* Metropolis,! do humbly propofe, for the Convenience 
4 of fuch of its Inhabitants as are too diftant from Covent- 
4 Garden, that another Rhe at re of Lafe may be ere&ed in 
* fome fpacious Part of the City; and that the Dire&ion 
* thereof may be made a Franchife in Fee to me, and my 
* Heirs for ever. And that the Town may have no Jea- 
4 loufy of my ever coming to an Union with the Set of 
* A&ors now in being, I do further propofe to conftitute 
* for my Deputy my near Kinfman and Adventurer Kit 
4 Crotchet, whofe long Experience and Improvements in 
4 thofe Affairs need no Recommendation. ’Twas obvious 
4 to every Spectator what a quite different Foot the Stage 
4 was upon during his Government; and had he not 
* been bolted out of his Trap-Doors, his Garrifon might 
4 have held out.for ever, he having by long Pains and 
4 Perfeverance arriv’d at the Art of making his Army fight 
4 without Pay or Provifions. I muft confefs it, with a 
4 melancholy Amazement, I fee fo wonderful a Genius 
4 laid afide, and the late Slaves of the Stage now become 
4 its Mailers, Dunces that will be fare to fupprefs all. 
4 Theatrical Entertainments and A&ivities that they are 
4 not able themfelves to fhine in !

‘ EVERY Man that goes to a Play is not obliged to 
• have either Wit or Underftanding ; and I infill upon it, 
4 that all who go there ihouldfee fomething which may 
4 improve them in a Way of which they are capable. In 
4 ihort, Sir, I would have fomething done as well as faid 
« on the Stage. A Manmay have an aftive Body, though 
4 he has not a quick Conception; for the Imitation there- 
4 fore of fuch as are, as I may fo fpeak, corporeal Wits 
* or nimble Fellows, I would fain ask any of the prefent 
4 Mifmanagers, Why ihould not Rope-dancers, Vaulters, 
4 Tumblers, Ladder-walkers, and Poilure-makers appear 
4 again on our Stage ? After fuch a Representation, a Five- 
4 bar Gate would be leaped with a better Grace nextTime 
4 any of the Audience went a Hunting. Sir, theie Things 

i cry 

4 cry loud for Reformation and fall properly under the 
4 Province of Spectator General; but how indeed 
4 ihould it be otherwife, while Fellows (that for Twenty 
4 Years together were never paid but as their Mailer was 
4 in the Humour) now prefume to pay others more than 
4 ever they had in their Lives; and in Contempt of the 
4 Practice of Perfons of Condition, have the Infolence to· 

4 owe no Tradefinan a Farthing at the End of the Week. 
4 Sir, all I propofe is the publick Good ; for no one can 
4 imagine 1 ihall ever get a private Shilling by it: There- 
4 fore I hope you will recommend this Matter in one of 
4 your this Week’s Papers, and defire when my Houfe 
4 opens you will accept the Liberty of it for the Trouble· 
4 you have receiv’d from,

SIR,
P. 3. I have Affurances Tour Humble Servant7 

that the Trunk-maker
will declare for us. Ralph Crotchet»
Mr. Spectator,

4 II 7 E whofe Names are fubfcribed, think you the 
4 V y propereft Perfon to fignify what we have to 
4 offer the Town in Behalf of ourfelves, and the Art 
4 which we profefs, Mufick. We conceive Hopes of your 
4 Favour from the Speculations on the Miftakes which the 
4 Town run into with Regard to their Pleafure of this 
4 Kind; and believing your Method of judging is, that 
4 you confider Mufick only valuable, as it is agreeable to, 
4 and heightens the Purpofe of Poetry, we confent that 
4 That is not only the true Way of relilhing that Plea- 
4 fare, but alfo, that without it a Compofure of Mufick is. 
4 the fame thing as a Poem, where all.the Rules of Poeti- 
4 cal Numbers are obferved, tho’ the Words have no Senfe 
4 or Meaning; to fay it fhorter, mere mufical Sounds are 
4 in our Art no other than nonfenfe Verfes are in Poetry. 
4 Mufick therefore is to aggravate what is intended by 
4 Poetry; it muftalways have fome Pafiion or Sentiment 
4 to exprefs, or elfe Violins, Voices, or any other Organs 
4 of Sound, afford an Entertainment very little above the 
4 Rattles of Children. It was from, this Opinion of the 
4 Matter, that when Mr. Clayton had finilhed his Studies

4 in



* in Italy, and brought over the Opera of Arftnoe, that Mr. 
* Haym and Mr. Dieupart, who had the Honour to be 
* well known and received among the Nobility and Gen- 
* try, were zealoully inclined to affift, by their Solicita- 
* tions,in introducing fo elegant an Entertainment as the 
* Italian Mufick grafted upon Engli/h Poetry. For this 
* End Mr. Dieupart and Mr. Haym, according to their fe- 
* veral Opportunities, promoted the Introduction of Ar- 
* Jinoe, and did it to the beft Advantage fo great a Novelty 
* would allow. It is not proper to trouble you with Par- 
* ticulars of the juft Complaints we all of us have to make; 
* but fo it is, that without Regard to our obliging Pains, 
* we are all equally fet afide in the prefent Opera. Our 
* Application therefore to you is only to infert this Letter 
* in your Papers, that the Town may know we have all 
* Three joined together to make Entertainments of Mu- 
* fick for the future at Mr. Clayton s Houfe in York-Build- 
* ings. What we promife ourfelves, is, to make a 
* Subfeription of two Guineas, for eight Times; and. 
* that the Entertainment, with the Names of the Au- 
* thors of the Poetry, may be printed, to be fold in the 
* Houfe, with an Account of the feveral Authors of the 
* Vocal as well as the Inftrumental Mufick for each Night; 
* the Money to be paid at the Receipt of the Tickets, at 
* Mr. Charles Lillie's. It will, we hope, Sir, be eafily al- 
* lowed, that we are capable of undertaking to exhibit by 
* our joint Force and different Qualifications all that can 
* be done in Mufick; but left you fhould think fo dry a 
* thing as an Account of our Propofal fhould be a Mat- 
* ter unworthy your Paper, which generally contains 
* fomething of publick Ufe; give us leave to fay, that 
* favouring our Defign is no lefs than reviving an Art,. 
* which runs to Ruin by the utmoft Barbarifm under an 
* Affectation of Knowledge. We .aim ateftablifhing fome 
* fettled Notion of what is Mufick, at recovering from 
‘ Negleft and Want very many Families who depend up- 
* on it, at making all Foreigners who^retend to fucceed 
* m Englands learn the Language of it as we ourfelves 
♦ have done, and not be fo infolent as to expeft a whole 
* Nation, a refined and learned Nation, fhould fubmit to 
* learn theirs. In a worth, Mr. Spectator, with all 
* Deference and Humility, we hope, to behave ourfelves

* Ml;

‘ in this Undertaking in fuch a Manner, that all English 
‘ Men who have any Skill in Mufick may be furthered in 
‘ it for their Profit or Diverfion by what new Things we 
‘ fhall produce; never pretending to furpafs others, or af- 
‘ ferting that any Thing which is a Science is not attain- 
* able by all Men of all Nations who have proper Genius 
* for it: We fay, Sir, what we hope for is not expected 
* will arrive to us by contemning others, but through 
» the utmoft Diligence recommending ourfelves.

We are, SIR,
Your mojt humble Servants,

Thomas Clayton. 
Nicolino Haym.

T Charles Dieupart.
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^uod decet honeftum eft, & quod honeftum eft decet. Tull. 
' What is becoming is honourable, and vshat is honourable is 

becoming.

THERE are fome Things which cannot come un­
der certain Rules, but which one would think could 
not need them. Of this kind are outward Civi­

lities and Salutations. Thefe one would imagine might 
be regulated by every Man’s common Senfe without the 
Help of an Inftruétor ; but that which we call common 
Senfe fuffers under that Word ; for it fometimes implies 
no more than that Faculty which is common to all Men, 
but fometimes lignifies right Reafon, and what all Men 
Ihould confentto. In this latter Acceptation of thePhrafe, 
it is no great Wonder People err fo much againft it, fince 
it is not every one who is. poffeffed of it, and there are 
fewer, who, againft common Rules and Faillions, dare 
obey its Dilates. As to Salutations, which I was about 
to talk of, I obferve as I ftrole about Town, there are. 
great Enormities committed with, regard to this Particu-. 

lar*
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lar. You ihall fometimes fee a Man begin the Offer of a 
Salutation, and obferve a forbidding Air, or efcaping Eye, 
in the Perfon he is going to falute, and flop ihort in the 
Pole of his Neck. . This in the Perfon who believed he 
could do it with a good Grace, and was refufedlhe Op­
portunity, is juftly refented with a Coldnefs the whole 
enfuing Seafon. Your great Beauties, People in much Fa­
vour, or by any Means or for any Purpofe overflattered, 
are apt to pra&ife this which one may call the preventing 
Afpeft, and throw their Attention another Way, left 
they ihould confer a Bow or a Curtfy upon a Perfon 
who might not appear to deferve that Dignity. Others 
you ihall find fo obfequious, and fo very courteous, as 
there is no efcaping their Favours of this Kind. Of this 
Sort may be a Man who is in the fifth or fixth Degree of 
Favour with a Minifter; this good Creature is refolved to 
ihew the World, that great Honours cannot at all change 
his Manners; he is the fame civil Perfon he ever was ·, he 
will venture his Neck to bow out of a Coach in full 
Speed, at once, to fliew he is full of Bufmefs, and yet is 
not fo taken up as to forget his old Friend. With a Man, 
who is not fo well formed for Courtihip and elegant Be­
haviour, fuch a Gentleman as this feldom finds his Ac­
count in the Return of his Compliments, but he will ftill 
go on, for he is in his own Way, and muft not omit; 
let the Negleft fall on your Side, or where it will, his 
Bufmefs is ftill to be well-bred to the End. J think I have 
read, in one of our Englifh Comedies, a Defcription of a 
Fellow that affeCted knowing every Body, and for Want 
of Judgment in Time and Place, would bow and fmile 
in the Face of a Judge fitting in the Court, would fit in 
an oppofite Gallery and fmile in the Minifter’s Face as 
he came up into the Pulpit, and nod as if he alluded to 
feme Familiarities between them in another Place. But 
now I happen to fpeak of Salutation at Church, I muft 
take notice that feveral of my Correfpondents have im­
portuned me to confiderthat Subject, and fettle the Point 
of Decorum in that Particular.

I do not pretend to be the beft Courtier in the World, 
but I have often on publick Occafions thought it a very 
great Abfurdity in the Company (during the Royal Pre­
tence) to exchange Salutations from all Parts ofthe Room, 

when
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when certainly common Senfe ihould fuggeft, that all Re­
gards at that Time fliould be engaged, and cannot be di­
verted to any other Objeft, without Difrepeft to the So­
vereign. But as to the Complaint of my Correfpondents, 
it is not to be imagined what Offence fome of them 
take at the Cuftom of Saluting in Places of Worlhip. i 
have a very angry Letter from a Lady, who tells me 
of one of her Acquaintance, who, out of mere- Pride and. 
a Pretence to be rude, takes upon her to return no Ci­
vilities done to her in Time of Divine Service, and is 
the moft religious Woman for no other Reafon but to 
appear a Woman of the beft Quality in the Church. 
This abfurd Cuftom had better be aboliflied than re­
tained, if it were but to prevent Evils of no higher a 
Nature than this is ,· but I am informed of Objections 
much more confiderable : A Diffenter of Rank and Dif- 
tindtion was lately prevailed upon by a Friend of his to 
come to one of the greateft Congregations of the Church 
of England about Town : After the Service was over, he 
declared he was very well fatisfied with the little Cere­
mony which was ufed towards God Almighty ; but at 
the fame time he feared he ihould not be able to go 
through thofe required towards one another : As to this 
Point he was in a State of Defpair, and feared he was 
not well-bred enough to be a Convert. There have 
been many Scandals of this Kind given to our Proteftant 
Diffenters from the outward Pomp and RefpeCt we take 
to ourfelves in our Religious Aflemblies. A Quaker 
who came one Day into a Church, fixed his Eye upon an 
old Lady with a Carpet larger than that from the Pulpit 
before her, expecting when ihe would hold forth. An 
Anabaptift who defigns to come over himfelf, and all 
his Family, within few Months, is fenfible they want 
Breeding enough for our Congregations, and has fent 
his two eldeft Daughters to learn to dance, that 
they may not misbehave themfelves at Church: It 
is worth confidering whether, in regard to aukward 
People with fcrupulous Confciences, a good Chri- 
flian of the beft Air in the World ought not rather to· 
deny herfelf the Opportunity of (hewing fo many 
Graces, than keep a baihful Profelyte without the Pale 
of the Church. T

Friday,



№ 260 Friday, December 28.

Singula de nobis anni pr cedantur euntes.
Hor. Ep. 2. 1. 2. v.

Years following Years fiealfomething e^ry Day, 
At laß they fieal us from ourfelues away. Pop e .

Mr. Spectator,.

I Am now in the fixty fifth Year of my Age, and hav­
ing been the greater Part of my Days a Man of 

’ Pleafure, the Decay of my Faculties is a Stagnati:- 
' on of my Life. But how is it, Sir, that my Appetites 
: are increafed upon me with the Lofs of Power to gra- 
: tify them ? I write this, like a Criminal, to warn People 
: to enter upon what Reformation they pleafe to make in 
: themfelves in their Youth, and not exped they ihail be 
‘ capable of it from a fond Opinion fome have often in 
' their Mouths, that if we do not leave our Defires they 

will leave us. It is far otherwife; I am now as vain 
in my Drefs, and as flippant, if I fee a pretty Woman, 
as when in my Youth I flood upon a Bench in the Pit 
to furvey the whole Circle of Beauties. The Folly is 
fo extravagant with me, and I went on with fo little 
Check of my Defires, or Refignation of them, that I 
can allure you, 1 very often, merely to entertain my 
own Thoughts, fit with my Spectacles on, writing 
Love-Letters to the Beauties that have been long fince 
in their Graves. This is to warm my Heart with the 
faint Memory of Delights which were once agreeable 
to:me; but how much happier would my Life have 
been now, if I could have looked back on any worthy 
Aftion done for my Country ? If I had laid out that 
which I profufed in Luxury and Wantonnefs, in ACts of 
Generofity or Charity ? I have lived a Bachelor to this 
Day ; andinftead of a numerous Offspring, with which, 
in the regular Ways of Life, I might poffibly have de- 

‘ lighted 

* lighted myfelf, I have only to amufemyfelf with the 
* Repetition of Old Stories and Intrigues which no One 
* will believe I ever was concerned in. I do not know 
* whether you have ever treated of it or not ; but you 
* cannot fall on a better SubjeCt, than that of the Art of 
‘ growing old. In fuch a LeCture you muft propofe, that 
‘ no one fet his Heart upon what is tranfient; the Beauty 
* grows wrinkled while we are yet gazing at her. The 
* witty Man finks into an Humourift imperceptibly, for 
* want of reflecting that all Things around him are in a 
* Fluxj and continually changing: Thus he is in the Space 
* of ten or fifteen Years furrounded by a new Set of 
‘ People, whofe Manners are as natural to them as his 
* Delights, Method of Thinking, and Mode of Living, 
* were formerly to him and his Friends. But the Mif- 
* chief is, he looks upon the fame Kind of Errors which 
‘ he himfelf was guilty of with an Eye of Scorn, and with 
* that fort of Ill-will which Men entertain againft each 
* other for different Opinions : Thus a crazy Conftitu- 
* tion, and an uneafy Mind is fretted with vexatious 
* Paillons for young Mens doing fooliihiy what it is Folly 
* to do at all. Dear Sir, this is my prefent State of 
* Mind ; I hate thofe I ftiould laugh at, and envy thofe 
* I contemn. The Time of Youth and vigorous Man-- 
* hood, paffed the Way in which I have difpofed of it, 
* is attended with thefe Confequences ; but to thofe who 
* live and pafs away Life as they ought, all Parts of it 
* arc equally pleafant ; only the Memory of good and 
* worthy AClions is a Feaft which muft give a quicker 
* Reliih to the Soul than ever it could poffibly tafte in 
* the higheft Enjoyments or Jollities of Youth. As for 
* me, if I fit down in my great Chair and begin to pon- 
* der, the Vagaries of a Child are not more ridiculous 
* than the Circumftances which are heaped up in my 
* Memory ; fine Gowns, Country Dances, Ends of 
* Tunes, interrupted Converfations,and midnight Quar- 
* rels, are what muft neceffarily compofe my Soliloquy.
* I beg of you to print this, that fome Ladies of my 
‘ Acquaintance, and my Years, may be perfuaded to 
f wear warm Night-Caps this cold Seafon: and that my 
* old Friend Jack Tawdry may buy him a Cane, and 
‘ not creep with the Air of a Strut. I muft add to all
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« S?’ ?at if k Were not for one Heafure, which I 
< SSi a Very mean one ’tU1 of very late Years, I 
< Would have no one great Satisfaftion left; but if I 
* and aI1 my Securities. are good, I ihall be worth Fifty thoufand Pound.

1 am, SIR,
Your moft bumble Servant, 

c „ „ Jack Afterday.Mr. Spectator, ’
< V ° U I infi“tely oblige a diftrefled Lover, if X you will mfert in your very next Paper, the
‘ to my Miftrefs. You muft know, I
f am not a Perfon apt to defpair, but ihe has got an odd 
« 5lu?1our of flopping Ihort unaccountably, and, as ihe 
< d x Confiden£ of hers, ihe has cold Fits.< 1 hefe Fits ihall laft her a Month or fix Weeks toge- 
< r e.r . and as ihe falls into them without Provocation, 
‘ Ik 1 wS will return from them without
t the Merit of new Services. But Life and Love will

not admit of fuch Intervals, therefore pray let her be 
- admomihed as follows. 7

Madam,
T Love you, and I honour you : therefore pray do 

* . not tell me of waiting till Decencies, till Forms, 
• till Humours are confulted and gratified. If you have 

that nappy Conflitution as to be indolent for ten Weeks 
* together, you ihould confider that all that while I 
* burn in Impatiences and Fevers; but ftill you fay it 

will be lime enough, tho’ I and you too grow older 
‘ while we are yet talking. Which do you think the 
* more reafonable, that you ihould alter a State of In- 
* difference for Happinefs,. and that to oblige me, or I 
* live in Torment, and that to lay no manner of Obli- 
* gation upon you ? While I indulge your Infenfibility

I am doing nothing ; if you favour my Paffion, you 
are bellowing bright Deiires, gay Hopes, generous 

* Cares, noble Refolutions and tranfporting Raptures 
* upon.

Madam,
Yair moji devoted humble Servant«

Mr.

Mr. Spectator,
‘ T T E R E’s a Gentlewoman lodges in the fame Houfe 
* O with me, that I never did any Injury to in my 
* whole Life ; and ihe is always railing at me to thofe 
‘ that ihe knows will tell me of it. Don’t you think ihe 
‘ is in Love with me ? or would you have me break my
‘ Mind yet or not ?

Your Servant,
T. B,

Mr. Spectator,
* Y Am a Footman in a great Family, and am in Love * I with the Houfe-maid. We were all at Hot-cockles 
‘ laft Night in the Hall thefe Holidays; when I lay down 
* and was blinded, ihe pulled off her Shoe, and hit me 
‘ with the Heel fuch a Rap, as almoft broke my Head to 
* Pieces. Pray, Sir, was this Love or Spite? T
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rav.©· y dp a!i Qpd'/i'oio'iv caj'a]m9V kuhov . Frag. vet. Poet, 
Wedlock's an 111 Men eagerly embrace.

MY Father, whom I mentioned in my firft Specu­
lation, and whom I muft always name with Ho­
nour and Gratitude, has very frequently talked to 

me upon the Subject of Marriage. I was in my younger 
Years engaged, partly by his Advice, and partly by my 
own Inclinations in the Courtihip of a Perfon who had 
a great deal of Beauty, and did not at my firft Ap­
proaches feem to have any Averfion to me ; but as my 
natural Taciturnity hindred me from ihewing myfelf to 
the beft Advantage, Ihe by degrees began to look upon 
me as a very filly Fellow, and being refolved to regard 
Merit more than any Thing elfe in the Ferions who 
made their Applications to her, Ihe married a Captain 

of
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of Dragoons who happened to be beating up for Recruits 
in thofe Parts.

■ |l THIS unlucky Accident has given me an Averfion
Il I · t0 Pretty Fellows ever fince, and difcouraged me from 

■1 trying my Fortune with the Fair Sex. The Obfervations
which I made in this Conjuncture, and the repeated Ad­
vices which I received at that Time from the good old 

above-mentioned, have produced the following 
Effay upon Love and Marriage.

THE pleafanteft Part of a Man’s Life is generally 
that which paffes in Courtihip, provided his Paffion be 
fincere, and the Party beloved kind with Difcretion. 
Love, Defire, Hope, all the pleating Motions of the 
Soul rife in the Purfuit.

IT is eafier for an artful Man who is not in Love, to 
perfuade his Miftrefs he has a Paffion for her, and to fuc- 
ceed in his Purfuits, than for one who loves with the 
greateil Violence. True Love has ten thoufand Griefs, 
Impatiences and Refentments, that render a Man unami- 
able in the Eyes of the Perfon whofe AffeCtion he foli- 
cits ; betides, that it links his Figure, gives him Fears, 
Apprehentions and Poornefs of Spirit, and often makes 
him appear ridiculous where he has a mind to recom­
mend himfelf.

THOSE Marriages generally abound moil with Love 
and Conilancy, that are preceded by a long Courtihip. 
The Paffion ihould flrike Root, and gather Strength be­
fore Marriage be grafted on it. A long Courfe of Hopes 
and Expectations fixes the Idea in our Minds, and habi­
tuates us to a Fondnefs of the Perfon beloved.

THERE is Nothing of fo great Importance to us, 
as the good Qualities of one to whom we join ourfelves 
for Life ; they do not only make our prefent State agree­
able, but often determine our Happinefs to all Eternity. 
Where the Choice is left to Friends, the chief Point un­
der Conlideration is an Eilate : Where the Parties choofe 
for themfelves, their Thoughts turn moll upon the Per­
fon. They have both their Reafons. The-firil would 
procure many Conveniences and Pleafures of Life to the 
Party whofe Intereils they efpoufe ; and at the fame time 
may hope that the Wealth of their Friends will turn to 
their own Credit and Advantage. The others are pre­

paring

’T
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paring for themfelves a perpetual Feaft. A good Perfon 
does not only raife, but continue Love, and breeds a fe- 
cret Pleafure and Complacency in the Beholder, when 
the firil Heats of Defire are extinguished. It puts the 
Wife or Huiband in Countenance both among Friends 
and Strangers, and generally fills the Family with a heal­
thy and beautiful Race of Children.

I ihould prefer a Woman that is agreeable in my own 
Eye, and not deformed in that of the World, to a cele­
brated Beauty. If you marry one remarkably beautiful, 
you mull have a violent Paffion for her, or you have not 
the proper Tafle of her Charms; and if you have fuch a 
Paffion for her, it is odds but it would be imbittered with 
Fears and Jealoufies.

GOOD-NATURE and Evennefs of Temper will give 
you an eafy Companion for Life ; Virtue and good Senfe, 
an agreeable Friend; Love and Conilancy, a good Wife 
or Huiband. Where we meet one Perfon with all thefe 
Accompliihments, we find an hundred without any one 
of them. The World, notwithiianding, is more intent on 
Trains and Equipages, and all the ihowy Parts of Life ; 

[ we love rather to dazzle the Multitude, than confult our 
proper Intereils; and, as I have elfewhere obferved, it is 

i one of the moft unaccountable Pailions of human Nature, 
that we are at' greater pains to appear eafy and happy to 
others, than really to make ourfelves fo. Of allDifbari- 
ties, that in Humour makes the moil unhappy Marriages, 

; yet fcarce enters into our Thoughts at the contraCtin? of 
them. Several that are in this Refpeft unequally yoked, 
and uneafy for Life, with a Perfon of a particular Cha­
racter, might have been pleafedand happy with a Perfon 
of a contrary one, notwithiianding they are both perhaps 
equally virtuous and laudable in their Kind.

BEFORE Marriage we cannot be too inquifitive and 
difcerning in the Faults of the Perfon beloved, nor 

| after it too dim fighted and fuperficial. However perfect 
and accomplifhed the Perfon appears to you at aDiilance, 

i you will find many Blemiihes and Imperfections in her 
Humour, upon a more intimate Acquaintance, which 
you never difcovered or perhaps fufpeCted. Here there- 

I fore Difcretion and Good-nature are to ihew their 
Strength; the firil will hinder your Thoughts from 

dwelling
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dwelling on what is difagreeable, the other will raife in 
you all the Tendernefs of Compaffion and Humanity, 
and by degrees foften thofe very Imperfe&ions into 
Beauties.

MARRIAGE enlarges the Scene of our Happinefs 
and Miferies. A Marriage of Love is pleafant; a Mar­
riage of Intereft eafy; and a Marriage, where both 
meet, happy. A happy Marriage has in it all the Plea- 
fures of Friendihip, all the Enjoyments of Senfe and 
Reafon, and indeed, all the Sweets of Life. Nothing is 
a greater Mark of a degenerate and vicious Age, than 
the common Ridicule which pafles on this State of Life. 
It is, indeed, only happy in thofe who can look down 
with Scorn or Negleft on the Impieties of the Times, 
and tread the Paths of Life together in a conftant uni­
form Courfe of Virtue.

№262 Monday, December 31.

Nulla venenata Litt er a mi Jia Joco efl.
Ovid. Triit. 1. 2. v. 566.

Satirical Reflexions 1 avoid.

I Think myfelf highly obliged to the Publick for their 
kind Acceptance of a Paper which vifits them every 
Morning, and has in it none of thofe Seafarings that 

recommend fo many of the Writings which are in Vogue 
among us.

A S, on the one Side, my Paper has not in it a fmgle 
Word of News, a Reflexion in Politicks, nor a Stroke of 
Party; fo on the other, there are no Faihionable Touches 
of Infldelity, no obfcene Ideas, no Satires uponPriefthood, 
Marriage, and the like popular Topicks of Ridicule; no 
private Scandal, nor any Thing that may tend to the De­
famation of particular Perfons, Families, or Societies.

T FI ERE is notone of thefe above-mentioned Sub- 
jefts that would not fell a very indifferent Paper, could I 
think of gratifying the Publick by fuck mean and bafe 

Methods.
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Methods. Bufnotwithftanding I have rejeftedevery Thing 
that favours of Party, every Thing that is loofe and-im­
moral,· and every Thing that might create Uneafmefs in 
the Minds of particular Perfons, I find that the Demand 
of my Papers has increafed every Month fince their firfl: 
Appearance in the World. This does not perhaps refleét 
fo much Honour upon myfelf, as on my Readers, who 
give a much greater Attention to Difcourfes of Virtue and 
Morality, than ever I expeéted, or indeed could hope.

WHEN I broke loofe from that great Body of Wri­
ters who have employed their Wit and Parts in propagat­
ing Vice and Irréligion, I did not queftion but I fhould 
be treated as an odd kind of Fellow that had a mind to ap­
pear Angular in my Way of Writing: But the general 
Reception I have found, convinces me that the World is 
not fo corrupt as we are apt to imagine ; and that if thofe 
Men of Parts who have been employed in vitiating the 
Age had endeavour’d to reétify and amend it, they needed 
not have facrificed their good Senfe and Virtue' to their 
Fame and Reputation. No Man is fo funk in Vice and 
Ignorance, but there are Hill fome hidden Seeds of Good- 
nefs and Knowledge in him ; which give him a Reliih of 
fuca Reflexions and Speculations as have an Aptnefs to 
improve the Mind, and make the Heart better.

I have ihewn in a former Paper, with how much Care 
I have avoided all fuch Thoughts as are loofe, obfcene or 
immoral; and I believe my Reader would ftill think the 
better of me, if he knew the Pains I am at in qualifying 
what I write after fuch a manner, that nothing may be 
interpreted as aimed at private Perfons. For this Reafon 
when I draw any faulty Charaéter, I confider all thofe 
Perfons to whom the Malice of the World may poffibly 
apply it, and take care to dafli it with fuch particular Cir- 
cumftances as may prevent all fuch ill-natured Applicati- 

< ons. If I write any Thing on a black Man, I run over 
’ m my Mind all the eminent Perfons in the Nation who 

are Oi that Complexion : When I place an imaginary 
j Name at the Head of a Charaéter, I examine eveiy Syl- 
j lable ami Letter of it, that it may not bear any Refem- 
I blance to one that is real. I know very well the Value 
1 which every Man fets upon his Reputation, and how 
I painful it is to be expofed to the Mirth and Derifion of 

the
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the Publick, and ihould therefore fcorn to divert my 
Reader, at the Expence of any private Man.

ASI have been thus tender of every particular Perfon’s 
Reputation, fo I have taken more than ordinary Care not 
to give Offence to thofewho appear in the higher Figures 
of Life. I would not make myfelf merry even with a 
Piece of Pafteboard that is invefted with a publick Cha­
racter ; for which Reafon J have never glanced upon the 
late defigned Proceffion of his Holinefs and his Atten­
dants, notwithstanding it might have afforded Matter to 
many ludicrous Speculations. Among thofe Advantages,, 
which the Publick may reap from this Paper, - it is not the 
leaft, that it draws Mens Minds off from the Bittern efs 
of Party, and furnifhes them with Subjects of Difcourfe 
that may be treated without Warmth or Paffion. This is 
faid to hdve been the firft Defign of thofe Gentlemen who 
fet on Foot the Royal Society; and had then a very good 
EffeCt, as it turned many of the greateft Genius’s of that 
Age to the Difquifitions of natural Knowledge, who, 
if they had engaged in Politicks with the fame Parts and 
Application, might have fet their Country in a Flame. 
The Air-Pump, the Barometer, the Quadrant, and the 
like Inventions were thrown out to thofe bufy Spirits, as 
Tubs and Barrels are to a Whale, that he may let the 
Ship fail on without Difturbance, while he diverts him- 
felf with thofe innocent Amufements.

I have been fo very fcrupulous in this Particular of not 
hurting any Man's Reputation that I have forborn men­
tioning even fuch Authors asl could not name without Ho­
nour. This I muft confefs to have been a. Piece of very 
great Self-denial : For as the Publick reliihes nothing bet­
ter than the Ridicule which turns upon a Writer of any 
Eminence, fo there is nothing which a Man that has but 
a very ordinary Talent in Ridicule may execute with 
greater Eafe. One might raife Laughter for a Quarter of 
a Year together upon the Works of a Perfon who has 
published but a very few Volumes. For which Reafon I 
am aftoniihed, that thofewho have appeared again# this 
Paper have made fo very little of it. The Criiicifms 
which I have hitherto published, have been made with an 
Intention rather to difcover Beauties and Excellencies in 
the Writers of my own Time, than to publiih any of 

thejr 

their Faults and Imperfections. In the mean while I 
ihould take it for a very great Favour from fome of my 
underhand Detractors, if they would break all Meafures 
with me fo far, as to give me a Pretence for examining 
their Performances with an impartial Eye : Nor ihall I 
look upon it as any Breach of Charity to criticiie the 
Author, fo long as I keep clear of the Perfon.

IN the mean while, ’till I am provoked to fuchHofti- 
lities, I ihall from time to time endeavour to do Juftice 
to thofe who have diftinguiihed themfelves in the politer 
Parts of Learning, and to point out fuch Beauties in 
their Works as may have efcaped the Obfervation of 
others.

AS the firft Place among our Englijb Poets is due to 
Milton·, and as I have drawn more Quotations out of 
him than from any other, I ihall enter into a regular Cri- 
ticifm upon his Paradife Loß, which I ihall publiih every 
Saturday ’till I have given my Thoughts upon that Poem7 
I ihall not however prefume to impofe upon others my 
own particular Judgment on this Author, but only deliver 
it as my private Opinion. Criticifm is of a very large 
Extent, and every particular Mailer in this Art has his 
favourite Paffages in an Author, which do not equally 
ftrike the belt Judges. It will be fufficient for me if I 
difcover many Beauties or Imperfections which others 
have not attended to, and I ihould be very glad to fee 
any of our eminent Writers publiih their Difcoveries on 
the fame Subject. In ihort, I would always be underftood 
to write my Papers of Criticifm in the Spirit which 
Horace has expreffed in thofe two famous Lines;

------ Si quid novißi reStius ißis,
Candidus imperii; ß non, his utere mecum.

Ep. 6.1. 1. v. ult.
‘ I F you have made any better Remarks of your own 

* communicate them with Candour; if not, make ufe 
j 4 of thefe I prefent jou with.’ q

Vol. IV. C Tue/day,
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Gratulor quod eum quem necejje erat diligere, qualijcunqut 
effet, talem habemus ut libenter quoque diligamus.

Trebonius apud Tuli.
1 rejoice, that the Perfon, whom it was my duty to love, 

good or bad, is Juch. an One, that 1 can love him with a 
willing Mind.

;i
Mr. Spectator,

AM the happy Father of a very towardly Son, in 
whom I do not only fee my Life, but alfo my Man­
ner of Life, renewed. It would be extremely bene- 

* · ficial to Society, if you would frequently refume Su.b- 
* jefts which ferve to bind thefe fort of Relations falter, 
* and endear the Ties of Blood with thofe of Good-will, 
* Protection, Obfervance, Indulgence, and Veneration. I 
* would, methinks, have this done after an uncommon 
4. Method, and do not think any one, who is not capable 
* of writing a good Play, fit to undertake a Word where- 
4 jn there will neceffarily occur fo many fecret InfiinCls, 
* and Biafes of human Nature which would pafs unob- 
* ferved by common Eyes. I thank Heaven I have no 
* outrageous Offence againft my own excellent Parents to 
* anfwer for; but when I am now and then alone, and look 
4 back upon my paft Life, from my earliefl: Infancy to 
* this Time, there are many Faults which I committed 
* that did not appear to me, even till I myfelf became 
4 a Father. I had not till then a Notion of the Earnings 
* of Heart, which a Man has when he fees his Child do 
‘ a laudable Thing, or the fudden Damp which feizes 
4 him when he fears he will aft fomething unworthy. It 
‘ is not to be imagined, what a Remorfe touched me for 
4 a long Train of childifh Negligences of my Mother, 
4 when I faw my Wife the other Day look out of the 
4 Window, and turn as pale as Aihes upon feeing my 
4 younger Boy Aiding upon the Ice. Thefe flight Inti- 

s mations 

* mations will give you to underftand, that there are 
J numberlefs little Crimes which Children take no notice 
t of while they are doing, which upon Reflexion, when 
f they ihall themfelves become Fathers, they will look 
( «Рои with the utmoft Sorrow and Contrition, that they 
t did not regard, before thofe whom they offended were 
s to be no more feen. How many thoufand Things do I 
t remember, which would have highly pleafed my Fa- 
■ ther, and I omitted for no other Reafon, but that I 
f thought what he propofed the Effeft of Humour and 
, old Age, which I am now convinced had Reafon and 
t good Senfe in it. I cannot now go into the Parlour to 
« аПС^ ™аке bis Heart glad with an Account of a 

Matter which was of no Confequence, but that I told 
‘ it, and a&ed in it. The good Man and Woman are. 

long fince in their Graves, who ufed to fit and plot 
‘ the Welfare of us their Children, while, perhaps, we 
‘ were fometimes laughing at the old Folks at ano’ther 
‘ and of the Houfe. The Truth of it is, were we merely 
‘ to follow Nature in thefe great Duties of Life, tho’ we 
• have a ftrong Inftinft towards the performing of them, 
‘ we ihould be on both Sides very deficient. Age is fo 
‘ unwelcome to the Generality of Mankind, and Growth 

towards Manhood fo defirable to all, that Refignation
4 to Decay is too difficult a Talk in the Father; and De- 
4 ference, amidfl: the Impulfe of gay Defires, appears un- 
4 reafonable to the Son. There are fo few who can grow 
4 old with a good Grace, and yet fewer who can come flow 
4 enough into the World, that a Father, were he to be 
4 aftuated by his Defires, and a Son, were he to confult 
4 himfelf only, could neither of them behave himfelf as 
4 he ought to the other. But when Reafon interpofes 
4 againft Inftind, where it would carry either out of the 
4 Interefts of the other, there arifes that happieft Inter- 
4 courfe of good Offices between thofe deareft Relations 

of human Life. The Father, according to the Oppor- 
4 tunities which are offered to him, is throwing down
4 Bleflings on the Son, and the Son endeavouring to ap-
4 pear the worthy Offspring of fuch a Father. It is after
4 this manner that Camillus and his firft-born dwell to-
4 gether. Camillus enjoys a pleafing and indolent old
4 Age, in which Paffion is fubdued, and Reafon exalted

c 2 * He



* He waits the Day of his Diffblution with a Refignation 
* mixed with Delight, and the Son fears the Accellion of 
* his Father’s Fortune with Diffidence, left he fhould not 
‘ enjoy or become it as well as his Predeceflbr. Add to I 
‘ this, that the Father knows he leaves a Friend to the ;
* Children of his Friends, an eafy Landlord to his Te- : 
‘ nants, and an agreeable Companion to his Acquain- i 
* tance. He believes his Son’s Behaviour will make him i 
‘ frequently remembred, but never wanted. This Com- I 
‘ merce is fo well cemented, that without the Pomp of I 
* faying, Son, be a Friend to fuch a one when 1 am gone; Π 
* Camillus knows, being in his Favour, is Direftion 
« enough to the grateful Youth who is to fucceed him, I 
‘ without the Admonition of his mentioning it. Thefe 
* Gentlemen are honoured in all their Neighbourhood, 
* and the fame Effect which the Court has on the Man- 
* ners of a Kingdom, their Charafters have on all who 
* live within the Influence of them.

‘ MY Son and I are not of Fortune to communicate 8 
< our good Aftions or Intentions to fo many as thefe I 
* Gentlemen do ; but I will be bold to fay, my Son has, 
* by the Applaufe and Approbation which his Behaviour | 
‘ towards me has gained him, occafioned that many an I 
* old Man, befides myfelf, has rejoiced. Other Mens I 
‘ Children follow the Example of mine, and I have the i 
‘ inexpreffible Happinefs of overhearing our Neighbours, | 
‘ as we ride by, point to their Children, and fay, with a 
* Voice of Joy, There they go.
‘YOU cannot, >. Sp e c τ ato r, pafs your time 

* better than infinuating the Delights which thefe 
* Relations well regarded beftow upon each other. Or- 
* dinary Paflages are no longer fuch, but mutual Love 
« c-ives an Importance to the moft indifferent things, and 
* a Merit to Aftions the moft infignificant. When we 
« look round the World, and obferve the many Mif- 
‘ underftandings which are created by the Malice and 
i Insinuation of the meaneft Servants between People f 
‘ thus related, how neceffary will it appear that it were 
‘ inculcated that Men would be upon their Guard to 
< fupport a Conftancy of Affeftion, and that grounded 
‘ upon the Principles of Reafon, not the Impulfes of

lidLnet, »

‘IT is from the common Prejudices which Men re- 
‘ ceive from their Parents, that Hatreds are kept alive 
* from one Generation to another; and when Men aft 
‘ by Inftinft, Hatreds will defcend when good Offices are 
‘ forgotten. For the Degeneracy of human Life is fuch, 

that our Anger is more eafily transferred to our Chil- 
‘ dren than our Love. Love always gives fomething to 
‘ the Objeft it delights in, and Anger fpoils the Perfon 
‘ againft whom it is moved of fomething laudable in him : 
‘ From this Degeneracy therefore, and a fort of Self- 
‘ Love, we are more prone to take up the Ill-will of our 
* Parents, than to follow them in their Friendihips.
‘ONE would think there ihould need no more to 

‘ make Men keep up this fort of Relation with the ut- 
‘ moft Sanftity, than to examine their own Hearts. If 
4 every Father remembred his own Thoughts and Incli- 
4 nations when he was a Son, and every Son remembred 
4 what he expefted from his Father, when he himfelf 
4 was in a State of Dependence, this one Reflexion would 
* preferve Men from being diflblute or rigid in thefe fe- 
4 veral Capacities. The Power and Subjeftion between 
* them, when broken, make them more emphatically Ty- 
4 rants and Rebels againft each other, with greater Cru- 
4 elty of Heart, than the Difruption of States and Era- 
4 pires can poffibly produce. I ihall end this Application'
4 to you with two Letters which pafled between aMo- 
‘ ther and Son very lately, and are as follows.

Dear Frank,

IF the Pleafures, which I have the Grief to hear you 
purfue in Town, do not take up all your Time, do 

* not deny your Mother fo much of it, as to read fe- 
‘ rioufly this Letter. You faid before Mr. Letacre, that 
‘ an old Woman might live very well in the Country upon
4 half my Jointure, and that your Father was a fond Fool 
‘ to give me a Rent-Charge of Eight hundred a Year to 
* the Prejudice of his Son. What Letacre faid to you upon
4 that Oecafion, you ought to have born with more De-
4 cency, as he was your Father’s well-beloved Servant,
4 than to have called him Country-put. In the firftplace,
4 Frank, I muft tell you, I will have my Rent duly paid, 
‘ for I will make up to your Sifters for the Partiality I

C 3 4 was 



* was guilty of, in making your Father do fo much as 
* he has done for you. 1 may, it feems, live upon half 
‘ my Jointure ! I lived upon much lefs, Frank, when 
‘ I carried you from Place to Place in tbefe Arms, and 
* could neither eat, drefs, ©r mind any thing for feeding 
* and tending you a weakly Child, and fiiedding Tears 
‘ when the Convulfions you were then troubled with 
* returned upon you. By my Care you outgrew them, 
‘ to throw away the Vigour of your Youth in the Arms 
‘ of Harlots, and deny your Mother what is not yours 
‘ to detain. Both your Sifters are crying to fee the 
* Paflion which I fmother; but if you pleafe to go on 
‘ thug like a. Gentleman of the Town, and forget all 
‘ Regards to yourfelf and Family, I ihall immediately 
e enter upon your Eftate for the Arrear due to me, 
* and without one Tear more contemns you for forget- 
» ting the Fondnefsof your Mother, as much as you 
< have the Example of your Father. O Frank, do 1 live 
• to omit writing myfelf,

Tour Afeilionate Mother,

A.T,
madam;

* T Will come down to-morrow and pay the Money on 
* 1 my Knees. Pray write fo no more. J will take 
* care you never Ihall, for I will be for ever hereafter.

Tour mof dutiful Son,
F. T.

* I will bring down new Heads for my Sifters. Pray 
* let all be forgotten. T

Wednefday^
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“ 'Seereturn iter & fallentis Semita^vit^.
Hor.Ep. 18.1.1. v. 103.

——CLfe Retirement, and a Life by Stealth.
Creech.

IT has been from Age to Age an Affe&ation to love the 
Pleafure of Solitude, amongft thofe who cannot poftibly 
be fupp°fed qualified for paffing Life in that manner.

1 his People have taken up from reading the many agree­
able things which have been writ on that Subjeft, for 
which we are beholden to excellent Perfons who delighted 
in being retired and abftra&ed from the Pleafures that 
inchant the Generality of the World. This way of Life 
is recommended indeed with great Beauty, and in fuch a 
manner as difpofes the Reader for the time to a pleafing 
Forgetfulnefs, or Negligence of the particular Hurry of 
Life in which he is engaged, together with a longing for 
that State which he is charmed with in Defcription. But 
when we confider the World itfelf, and how few there 
are capable of a religious, learned, or philoibphick Soli­
tude, we Ihall be apt to change a Regard to that fort of So­
litude, for being altttle fingular in enjoying Time after 
the way a Man himfelf likes beft in the World, without 
going fo far as wholly to withdraw from it. I have often 
obferved, there is not a Man breathing who does not 
differ from all other Men, as much in the Sentiments of 
his Mind as the Features of his Face. The Felicity is, 
when any one is fo happy as to find out and follow what 
is the proper Bent of his Genius, and turn all his Endea­
vours to exert himfelf according as that prompts him. 
Inftead of this, which is an innocent Method of enjoying 
a, Man’s felf, and turning out of the general Tracks where - 
in you have Crouds of Rivals, there are thofe who pur- 
fue their own way out of a Sournefs and Spirit of Con- 
tradiftion: Thefe Men do every thing which they are 
able to fupport, as if Guilt and Impunity could not go to-

C 4 gether- 
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gether. They choofe a thing only becaufe another diflikes 
it; and affeCi forfooth an inviolable Conftancy in Mat­
ters of no manner of Moment. Thus fometimes an old 
Fellow ihall wear this or that fort of Cut in his Clothes 
with great Integrity, while all the reft of the World are 
degenerated into Buttons, Pockets and Loops unknown 
to their Anceftors. As infignificant as even this is, if it 
were fearched to the Bottom, you perhaps would find it 
not fincere, but that he is in theFafhion in his Heart, 
and holds out from mere Obftinacy. But I am running 
from my intended Purpofe, which was to celebrate a 
certain particular Manner of- palling away Life, and is 
a ContradiCtion to no Man, but a Refolution to contraCt 
none of the exorbitant Defires by which others are en- 
flaved. The beft way of feparating a Man’s felf from the 
World, is to give up the Defire of being known to it. 
After a Man has preferved his Innocence, and performed 
all Duties incumbent upon him, his Time fpent his own 
W ay is what makes hrs Life differ from that of a Slave. 
If they who afteCt Show and Pomp knew how many of 
their Spectators derided their trivial Tafte, they would be 
very much lefs elated, and have an Inclination to examine 
the Merit of all they have to do with : They would foon 
find out that there are many who make a Figure below 
what their Fortune or Merit intitles them to, out of mere 
Choice, and an elegant Defire of Eafe and Difincum - 
brance It would look like Romance to tell you in this 
Age of an old Man who is contented to pafs for an Hu- 
mourift, and one who does not underftand the Figure he 
ought to make in the World, while he lives in a Lodg­
ing of Ten Shillings a Week with only one Servant: 
While he dreffes himfelf according to the Seafon in Cloth 
or in Stuff, and has no one neceflary Attention to any 
thing but the Bell which calls to Prayers twice a Day. 
I fay it would look like a Fable to report that this Gen­
tleman gives away all which is the Overplus of a great 
Fortune, by fecret Methods to other Men. If he has 
not the Pomp of a numerous Train, and of Profeffors of 
Service to him, he has every Day he lives the Confcience 
that the Widow, the Fatherlefs, the Mourner, and the 
Stranger blefs his unfeen Hand in their Prayers. This 
Humourift gives up all the Compliments which People of 
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his own Condition could make to him, for the Pleafures 
of helping the Afflicted, fupplying the Needy, and be­
friending the NegleCted. This Humourift keeps to him- 
felf much more than he wants, and gives a vaft Refufe 
of his Superfluities to purchafe Pleaven, and by freeing 
others from the Temptations of Worldly Want, to carry 
a Retinue with him thither.

OF all Men who affeft living in a particular Way, 
next to this admirable Character, I am the moft ena­
moured of Irus, whofe Condition will not admit of fuch 
Largefles, and perhaps would not be capable of making 
them, if it were. Irus, tho’ he is now turn’d of Fifty, has 
not appeared in the World, in his real Character, fince 
five and twenty, at which Age he ran out a finall Patri­
mony, and fpent fome Time after with Rakes who had 
lived upon him : A Courfe of ten Years time, paffed in all 
the little Alleys, By-Paths, and fometimes open Taverns 
and Streets of this Town, gave Irus a perfeCt SkiH in 
judging of the Inclinations of Mankind, and aCling ac­
cordingly. He ferioufly confidered he was poor, and the 
general Horror which moft Men have of all who are 
in that Condition. Irus judg’d very rightly, that while 
he could keep his Poverty a Secret, he ihould not feel 
the Weight of it; he improved this Thought into an 
Affeflation of Clofenefs and Covetoufnefs. Upon this one 
Principle he refolved to govern his future Life ; and in 
the thirty fixth Year of his Age he repaired to Long-lane, 
and looked upon feveral Drefles which hung there 
deferted by their firft Mailers, and expofed to the pur­
chafe of the beft Bidder. At this Place he exchanged 
his gay Shabbinefs of Clothes fit for a much younger 
Man, to warm ones that would be decent for a much 
older one. Irus came out thoroughly equipped from 
Head to Foot, with a little oaken Cane in the Form of 
a fubftantial Man that did not mind his Drefs, turned of 
fifty. He had at this time fifty Pounds in ready Money ; 
and in this Habit, with this Fortune, he took his prefect 
Lodging in St. join Street, at the Manfion-Houfe of a 
Tailor’s Widow, who wafhes and can clear-ftarch his 
Bands. From that Time to this, he has kept the main 
Stock, without Alteration under or over to thé value of 
five Pounds. He left off all his old Acquaintance to a

C 5 Man,



Man, and all his Arts of Life, except the Play of Back­
gammon, upon which he has more than bore his Charges. 
L-us has, ever fince he came into this Neighbourhood, 
given all the Intimations, he fkilfully could, of being a 
clofe Hunks worth Money : No body comes to vifit him, 
he receives no Letters, and tells his Money Morning 
and Evening, He has, from the publick Papers, a Know­
ledge of what generally pafles, Ihuns all Difcourfes of 
Money, but ftirugs his Shoulder when you talk of Secu­
rities ; he denies his being rich with the Air, which all 
do who are vain of being fo : He is the Oracle of a 
Neighbouring Juftice of Peace, who meets him at the 
Coffee-houfe; the Hopes that what he has muft come to 
Somebody, and that he has no Heirs, have that Effeft 
where-ever he is known, that he every Day has three or 
four Invitations to dine at different Places, which he ge­
nerally takes care to choofe in fuch a manner, as not to 
feem inclined to the richer Man. All the young Men 
refped him, and fay he is juft the fame Man he was when 
they were Boys. He ufes no Artifice in the World, but 
makes ufe of Mens Defigns upon him to get a Main­
tenance out of them. This he carries on by a certain 
Peeviihnefs, (which he ails very well) that no one would 
believe could poflibly enter into the Head of a poor Fel­
low. His Mien, his Drefs, his Carriage, and his Language 
are fuch, that you would be at a lofs to guefs whether in 
the A ¿live Part of his Life he had been a fenfible Citizen, 
or Scholar that knew the World. Thefe are the great 
Circumftances in the Life of Irus, and thus does he pafs 
away his Days a Stranger to Mankind; and at his Death, 
the worft that will be faid of him will be, that he got by 
every Man who had Expectations from him, more than 
he had to leave him.

I have an Inclination to print the following Letters; 
for that I have heard the Author of them has fome- 
where or other feen me, and by an excellent Faculty in 
Mimickry my Correfpondents tell me he can aflume my 
Air, and give my Taciturnity a Slinefs which diverts 
more than any Thing I could fay if I were prefent. 
Thus I am glad my Silence is atoned for to the good 
Company in Town. He has carried his Skill in Imita­
tion fo far, as to have forged a Letter from my Friend 

Sir R o g e r in fuch a manner, that any one but I who 
am thoroughly acquainted with him, would have taken 
it for genuine.

Mr. Spectator,

HA V ING obferv’d in Lilly's Grammar how fweetly 
Bacchus and Apollo run in aVerfe: I have (to 

preferve the Amity between them) call’d in Bacchus to 
* the Aid of my Profeftion of the Theatre. So that while 
‘ fome People of Quality are befpeaking Plays of me to 
* be ailed upon fuch a Day, and others, Hogiheads for 
4 their Houfes againft fuch a Time ; I am wholly em- 
* ploy’d in the agreeable Service of Wit and Wine : Sir, 
• I have fent you Sir Roger de Crajerleys Letter to me, 
« which pray comply with in Favour of the Bumper 
* Tavern. Be kind, for you know a Player’s utmoft 
< Pride is the Approbation of the Spectator.

1 am your Admirer, thd unknown,
Richard Eftcourt.

To Mr. EJlcourt at his Houfe in Covent-Garden. 
Coverley, December the 18th, 1711.

Old Comical Ones,

THE Hogiheads of Neat Port came fafe, and have 
gotten thee good Reputation in thefe Parts ; and. 

‘ I am glad to hear, that a Fellow who has been laying 
‘ out his Money ever fince he was born, for the mere 
‘ Pleafure of Wine, has bethought himfelf of joining 
‘ Profit and Pleafure together. Our Sexton (poor Man) 
* having received Strength from thy Wine fince his fit of
4 the Gout, is hugely taken with it: He fays it is given
4 by Nature for the Ufe of'Families, that no Steward’s
4 Table can be without it, that it ftrengthens Digeftion,
4 excludes Surfeits, Fevers and Phyfick ; which green
4 Wines of any kind can’t do. Pray get a pure fnug
4 Room, and I hope next Term to help fill your Bumper
4 with our People of the Club ; but you muft have no
4 Bells ftirring when the Spectator comes; I forbore
4 ringing to Dinner while he was down with me in the 
* Country. Thank you for the little Hams and Portugal 

‘ Onions;
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* Onions; pray keep fome always by you. You know 
« my Supper is only good Cbejhire Cheefe, beft Muftard, 
« a golden Pippin, attended with a Pipe of 'John Sly's 
* Beft. Sir Harry has ftoln all your Songs, and tells the 
« Story of the 5th of November to Perfection.

Yours to ferve you,
Roger de Coverley.

8 We’ve loft old John fince you were here. T

N °2 6 5 tfhurjday* January 3.

Dixerit e multis aliquis, quid virus in angues
Adjicis ? & rabidee tradis ovile lupre ?

Ovid, de Art. Ain· lib. 3. v. 7»
But fme exclaim; vsbat Fren%y rules your Mind?
Wou dyou increafe the Craft of Womankind;
Yeach 'em new Wiles and Arts ? As wellyou may 
Infirudt a Snake to bite, or Wolf to prey.

Congreve.
NE of the Fathers, if I am rightly informed, has 
defined a Woman to be l^aov tp/KoKoo p.oy, an 
Animal that delights in Finery, I have already

treated of the Sex in two or three Papers, conformably 
to this Definition, and have in particular obferved, that 
in all Ages they have been more careful than the Men. 
to adorn that Part of the Head, which we generally call 
the Outfide.

THIS Obfervation is fo very notorious, that when in. 
ordinary Difcourfe we fay a Man has a fine Head, a long. 
Head, or a good Head, we exprefs ourfelves metaphori­
cally, and fpeak in relation to his Underftanding; whereas 
when we fay of a Woman, (he has a fine, along or a 
good Head, we fpeak only in relation to her Commode.

IT is obferved among Birds, that Nature has laviihed 
all her Ornaments upon the Male, who very often ap­
pears in a moft beautiful Head-drefs: Whether it be a 
Greft, a Comb, a Tuft of Feathers, or a natural little 

Plume, 

Plume, erefled like a kind of Pinacle on the very Top of 
the Head. As Nature on the contrary has poured out her 
Charms in the greateft Abundance upon the Female Part 
of our Species, fo they are very affiduous in bellowing 
upon themfelves the fineft Garnitures of Art. The Pea­
cock, in all his Pride, does not difplay half the Colours 
that appear in the Garments of a Britijh Lady, when 
ihe is dreffed either for a Ball or a Birth-day.

B UT to return to our Female Heads. The Ladies 
have been for fome time in a kind of moulting Seafon, 
with regard to that Part of their Drefs, having caft great 
Quantities of Ribbon, Lace, and Cambrick, and in fome 
meafure reduced that Part of the human Figure to the 
beautiful globular Form, which is natural to it. We 
have for a great while expected what kind of Ornament 
would be fubftituted in the Place of thofe antiquated 
Commodes. But our Female Projectors were all the 
laft Summer fo taken up with the Improvement of their 
Petticoats, that they had not time to attend to any thing 
elfe ; but having at length fufficiently adorned their 
lower Parts, they now begin to turn their Thoughts upon 
the other Extremity, as well remembring the old Kitchen 
Proverb, that if you light your Fire at both Ends, the 
middle will fhift for itfelf.

I am engaged in this Speculation by a Sight which I 
lately met with at the Opera. As I was (landing in the 
hinder Part of the Box, I took notice of a little Clufter of 
Women fitting together in the prettieft coloured Hoods 
that I ever faw. One of them was blue, another yellow, 
and another Philomot; the fourth was of a Pink Colour, 
and the fifth of a pale Green. I looked with as much 
Pleafure upon this little party coloured Aflembly, as 
upon a Bed of Tulips, and did not know at firft whether 
it might not be an Embaffy of Indian Queens ; but upon 
my going about into the Pit, and taking them in Front, 
I was immediately undeceived, and faw fo much Beauty 
in ever} Face, that I found them all to be Bnglijh. Such 
Eyes and Lips, Cheeks and Foreheads, could be the 
Growth of no other Country. The Complexion of their 
Faces hindred me from obferving any farther the Colour 
of their Hoods, though I could eafily perceive by that 
unfpeakable Satisfaction which appeared in their Looks, 

that
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that their own Thoughts were wholly taken up on thofe 
pretty Ornaments they wore upon their Heads.

I am informed that this Fafhion fpreads daily, info- 
much that the Whig and Tory Ladies begin already to 
hang out different Colours, and to fhew their Principles 
in their Head-drefs. Nay if Imaybelieve my Friend 
Will Honeycomb, there is a certain old Coquette 
of his Acquaintance who intends to appear very fuddenly 
in a Rainbow Hood, like the Iris in Drydens Virgil, 
not queftioning but that among fuch variety of Colours 
ihe fhall have a Charm for every Heart.

M Y Friend Will, who very much values himfelf up­
on his great Infights into Galantry, tells me, that he can 
already guefs at the Humour a Lady is in by her Hood, 
as the Courtiers of Morocco know the Difpofition of their 
prefent Emperor by the Colour of the Drefs which he 
puts on. When Melefinda wraps her Head in Flame Co­
lour, her Heart is fet upon Execution. When ihe covers 
it with Purple, I would not, fays he, advife her Lover 
to approach her; but if ihe appears in White, it is Peace, 
and he may hand her out of her Box with Safety.

Will informs me likewife, that thefe Hoods maybe 
ufed as Signals. Why elfe, fays he, does Cornelia 
put on a Black Hood when her Huiband is gone into 
the Country ?

SUCH are my Friend Honeycomb’s Dreams of 
Galantry. For my own part, I impute this Diverfity of 
Colours in the Hoods to the Diverfity of Complexion in 
the Faces of my pretty Country Women. Ovid in his 
Art of Love has given fome Precepts as to this Parti­
cular, though I find they are different from thofe which 
prevail among the Moderns. He recommends a red 
ftriped Silk to the pale Complexion; White to the Brown, 
and dark to the Fair. On the contrary my Friend 
Will, who pretends to be a greater Mafter in this Art 
than Ovid, tells me, that the paleft Features look the 
moft agreeable in white Sarfenet; that a Face which is 
everflufhed appears to advantage in the deepeft Scarlet, 
and that the darkeft Complexion is not a little alleviated 
by a Black Hood. In ihort, he is forlofing the Colour 
of the Face in that of the Hood, as a Fire burns dimly, 
and a Candle goes half out, in the Light of the Sun.

This,
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This, fays he, your Ovid himfelf has hinted, where we 
treats of thefe Matters, when he tells us that the blue 
Water Nymphs are drefled in Sky-coloured Garments ; 
and that Aurora, who always appears in the Light of the 
Rifing Sun, is robed in Saffron.

WHETHER thefe his Obfervations are juftly 
grounded I cannot tell: but I have often known him, as 
we have ftood together behind the Ladies, praife or dif- 
praife the Complexion of a Face which he never faw, 
from obferving the Colour of her Hood, and has been 
very feldom out in thefe his Guefies.

ASI have Nothing more at Heart than the Honour 
and Improvement of the Fair Sex, Icannot conclude this 
Paper without an Exhortation to the Briti/h Ladies, that 
they would excel the Women of all other Nations as much 
in Virtue and good Senfe, as they do in Beauty ; which 
they may certainly do, if they will be as induftrious to 
cultivate their Minds, as they are to adorn their Bodies: 
In the mean while I fhall recommend to their moft ferious 
Confideration the Saying of an old G^iPoet,

rtwsczxi xo<r/z@-o Tpo-r©·, a,’ « spuria. C

№266 Friday, yangary 4.

Id verb eß, quod ego mihi puto pahnarium. 
Me reperifie, quomodo adolefcentulus 
Meretricum ingenia & mores poßit nofcere ; 
Mature ut cum cognorit perpetuo oder it.

Ter. Eun. A&. 5. Sc. 4.
Hook upon it as my Maß er -piece, that I have found out how 

a young Fellow may know the Difpofition and Beha­
viour of Harlots, and by early knowing come to detefi 
them.

NO Vice or Wickednefs which People fall into from 
Indulgence to Defires which are natural to all, 
ought to place them below the Compaffion of the 

virtuous Part of the World; which indeed often makes 
me a little apt to fufped the Sincerity of their Virtue, 

who



who are too warmly provoked at other Peoples perfonal 
Sins. The unlawful Commerce of the Sexes is of all 
other the hardeftto avoid ; and yet there is no one which 
you fhall hear the rigider Part of Womankind fpeak of 
with fo little Mercy. It is very certain that a modeft 
Woman cannot abhor the Breach of Chaftity too much ; 
but pray let her hate it for herfelf, and only pity it in 
others. Will Honeycomb calls thefe over-offended 
LadieS, the Outrageouily Virtuous.

I do not defign to fall upon Failures in general, with 
relation to the Gift of Chaftity, but at prefent only en­
ter upon that large Field, and begin with the Confide- 
ration of poor and publick Whores. The other Evening 
palling along near Convent-Garden, I was jogged on the 
Elbow as I turned into the Piazza, on the right Hand 
coming out of James-fireet, by a Him young Girl of 
about Seventeen, who with a pert Air aiked me if I was 
for a Pint of Wine. I do not know but I ihould have 
indulged my Curiofity in having feme Chat with her, 
but that I am informed the Man of the Bumf er knows 
me ; and it would have made a Story for him not very 
agreeable to fome Part of my Writings, though I have in 
others fo frequently laid that I am wholly unconcerned 
in any Scene I am in, but merely as a Speftator. This 
Impediment being in my Way, we flood under one of 
the Arches by Twilight; and there I could obierve as ex- 
aft Features as I had ever feen, the moft agreeable Shape, 
the fineft Neck and Bofom, in a word, the whole Perfon 
®f a Woman exquifitely Beautiful. She affefted to allure 
me with a forced Wantonnefs in her Look and Air; but 
I faw it checked with Hunger and Cold: Her Eyes were 
wan and eager, her Drefs thin and tawdry, her Mien 
genteel and childifh. This ftrange Figure gave me much 
Anguifh of Heart, and to avoid being feen with her I 
went away, but could not forbear giving her a Crown. 
The poor thing fighed, curtfied, and with a Bleffing ex- 
preffed with the utmoft Vehemence, turned from me. 
This Creature is what they call newly come upon the Town, 
but who, I fuppofe, falling into cruel Hands was left in 
the firft Month from her Difhonour, and expofed to pafs 
through the Hands and Difcipline of one of thofe Hags 
of Hell whom we call Bawds. But left I ihould grow too 

iuddenly
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iuddenly grave on this Subjeft, and be myfelfoutrageouf- 
ly good. I fhall turn to a Scene in one of Fletcher's 
ihays where this Charafter is drawn, and the Oecono- 
my of Whoredom moft admirably defer!bed. The Paf- 
a e V7/Uld P°int tO is in the third Scene of fhe fécond 
Act or The Humorous Lieutenant. Leucippe who is Agent 
for the King’s Luft, and bawds at the fame time for the 
whole Court, is very pleafantly introduced, reading her 
Minutes as a Perfon of Buffnefs, with two Maids, her 
Undersecretaries, taking I nftruftions at a Table before 
her. Her Women, both thofe under her prefent Tute­
lage, and thofe which ihe is laying wait for, are alpha­
betically fet down in her Book ; and ihe is looking over 
the Letter C, in a muttering Voice, as if between Soli­
loquy and fpeaking out, ihe fays.

Her Maidenhead will yield me ,· let me fee now ■ 
She is not Fifteen they fay : For her Complexion--------- 
Cloe, Cloe, Cloe, here I hasue her,
Cloe, the Daughter of a Country Gentleman ; 
Her Age upon Fifteen. Now her Complexion, 
A lonely brown ; here 'tis ; Eyes black and rolling, 
‘Ihe Body neatly built ; fhe fir ikes a Lute well, 
Sffgsmoft enticingly : Thefe Helps confidedd, 
Her Maidenhead will amount to fame three hundred, 
Or three hundred and fifty Crowns, 'twill bear it hand­
ler Father's poor, fome little Share deduded, [fond*,
10 buy him a Hunting Nag--- ----- --

THE S E Creatures are very well inftrufted in the Cir- 
cumftances and Manners of all who are any way related 
to the Fair One whom they have a Defign upon. As Cloe 
IS to be purchafed with 350 Crowns, and the Father taken 
oft with a Pad; the Merchant’s Wife next to her, who 
abounds in Plenty, is not to have downright Money, but 
the mercenary Part of her Mind is engaged with a Pre- 
ient of Plate and a little Ambition. She is made to under- 
ftand that it is a Man of Quality who dies for her. The 
Examination of a young Girl for Buiinefs, and the crying 
down her Value for being a flight Thing, together with 
every other Circumftance in the Scene, are inimitably ex­
cellent, and have the true Spirit of Comedy ; tho’ it were

t®
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to be wifhed the Author had added a Circumftance which 
ihould make Leucippe's Bafenefs more odious.

IT mull not be thought a I Hgrefficn from my in­
tended Speculation, to talk of Bawds in a Difcourfe upon 
Wenches ; for a Woman of the Town is not thoroughly 
and properly fuch, without having gone through the 
Education of one of thefe Houfes. But the compaflionate 
Cafe of very many is, that they are taken into fuch Hands 
without any the 1’eaft Sufpicion, previous Temptation, or 
Admonition to what Place they are going. The laft Week 
I went to an Inn in the City to inquire for fome Provi- 
fions which were fent by a Waggon out of the Country ; 
and as I waited in one of the Boxes till the Chamberlain 
had looked over his Parc J, I heard an old and a young 
Voice repeating theQueftions andReiponfes oftheChunh- 
Catechifm. I thought it no Breach of Good-manners to 
peep at a Crevife, and look in at People fo well employ­
ed ; but who ihould I fee there but the moil artful Pxo- 
curefs in the Town, examining a moil beautiful Country- 
Girl, who had come up in the fame Waggon with my 
Things, Whether Jhe was well educated, could forbear 
playing the Wanton with Servants and idle Fellows, of 
which this Town, fays ihe, is too full: At the fame time, 
Whether Jhe knew enough of Breeding, as that if a Squire 
or a Gentleman, or one that was her Betters, Jhould give 
her a civil Salute, Jhe Jhould curtfy and be humble, never - 
thelefs. Her innocent forfooths, yes's, andt pleaje yous, 
and Jhe would do her Endeavour, moved the good old 
Lady to take her out of the Hands of a Country Bumkin 
her Brother, and hire her for her own Maid. I ftaid till 
I faw them all marched out to take Coach ; the Brother 
loaded with a great Cheefe, he prevailed upon her to take 
for her Civilities to his Sifter. This poor Creature’s Fate 
is not far off that of her’s whom I ipoke of above, and 
it is not to be doubted, but after Ihe has been long enough 
a Prey to Luft ihe will be delivered over to Famine. The 
Ironical Commendation of the Induftry and Charity of 
thefe antiquated Ladies, thefe Diredors of Sin, after 
they can no longer commit it, makes up the Beauty of 
the inimitable Dedication to the Plain-Dealer, and is a 
Mafter-piece of Rallery on this Vice. But to underftand 
all the Purlues of this Game the better, and to illuftrate 

this
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this Subject in future Difcourfes, I muft venture myfelf, 
with my Friend Will into the Haunts of Beauty and 
Galantry; from pampered Vice in the Habitations of 
the Wealthy, to diftrefled indigent Wickednefs expelled 
the Harbours of the Brothel. T

N° 267 Saturday * January 5.

Cedite Romani Scriptures, cedite Graii.
Propert. El. 34.1. 2. v. 65.

Give place, ye Roman, and ye Grecian Wits.

THERE is nothing in Nature fo irkfom as Ge­
neral Difcourfes, eipecially when they turn chiefly 
upon Words. For this Reafon I fhall wave the 

Difcuffion of that Point which was ftarted fome Years 
hnce, whether Milton's Paradife Loft may be called an 
Heroick Poem ? Thofe who will not give it that Title, 
may call it (if they pleafe) a Divine Poem. It will be 
Mcient to its Perfeäion, if it has in it all the Beauties 
of the higheft kind of Poetry; and as for thofe who al­
ledge it is not an Heroick Poem, they advance no more 
to the Diminution of it, than if they ihould fay ddam is 
not jiEneas, nor Eve Helen.

I ihall therefore examine it by the Rules of Epic Poe­
try, and fee whether it falls ihort of the Iliad or JEneid 
in the Beauties which are eflential to that kind of Writ­
ing. The firft thing to be confidered in an Epic Poem, 
is the Fable, which is perfeft or imperfedl, according as 
the Aftion which it relates is more or lefs fo. This Aition 
ihould have three Qualifications in it. Firft, It fhould be 
but One Aftion. Secondly, It Ihould be an intire Adtion; 
and, Thirdly, It fhould be a great Aftion. To confider 
the Aftion of the Iliad, JE neid, and Paradife Lof, in 
thefe three feveral Lights. Homer to preferve the Unity 
of his Aftion haftens into the Midft of Things, as Horace 
has obferved: Had he gone up to Leda's Egg, or begun 

much
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much later, even at the Rape of Helen, or the Inveft- 
ing of Troy, it is manifeft that the Story of the Poem 
would have been a Series of feveral Aftions. He there­
fore opens his Poem with the Difcord of his Princes, and^ 
artfully interweaves, in the feveral fucceeding Parts of' 
it, an Account of every Thing material which relates to 
them, and had paffed before that fatal Diffenfion. After 
the fame manner, AEneas makes his fiift Appearance in 
the Tyrrhene Seas, and within Sight of Italy, becaufe the 
ACtion propofed to be celebrated was that of his fettling 
himfelf in Latium. But becaufe it was neceffary for the 
Reader to know what had happened to him in the taking 
of Troy, and in the preceding Parts of his Voyage, Virgil 
makes his Hero relate it by way ofEpifode in the fecond 
and third Books of the ¿Enied. The Contents of both 
which Books come before thofe of the firft Book in the 
Thread of the Story, tho’ for preferving of this Unity 
of ACtion they follow them in the Difpofition of the 
Poem. Milton, in imitation of thefe two great Poets, 
opens his Paradife Loft with an Infernal Council plotting 
the Fall of Man, which is the ACtion he propofed to ce­
lebrate ; and as for thofe great Actions, which pre­
ceded, in point of Time, the Battle of the Angels, and 
the Creation of the World, (which would have intirely 
deftroyed the Unity of his principal ACtion, had he re­
lated them in the fame Order that they happened) he 
caft them into the fifth, fixth, and feventh Books, byway 
of Epifode to this noble Poem.

Arifiotle himfelf allows, that Homer has nothing to 
boaft of as to the Unity of his Fable, tho1 at the fame 
time that great Critick and Philofopher endeavours to pal­
liate this Imperfection in the Greek Poet, by imputing it 
in fome meafure to the very Nature of an Epic Poem. 
Some have been of opinion, that the ¿Eneid labours 
in this Particular, and has Epifodes which may be look­
ed upon as Excrefcencies rather than as Parts of the 
AClion. On the contrary, the Poem, which we have 
now under our Confideration, hath no other Epifodes 
than fuch as naturally arife from the SubjeCt, and yet 
is filled with fuch a multitude of aftonifhing Inci­
dents, that it gives us at the fame time a Pleafure 
of the greateft Variety, and of the greateft Simpli­

city;
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city ; uniform in its Nature, tho’ diverfified in the Exe­
cution.

I muft obferve alfo, that as Virgil, in the Poem which 
was defigned to celebrate the Original of the Roman Em­
pire, has defcribed the Birth of its great Rival, the Car­
thaginian Commonwealth : Milton, with the like Art in 
his Poem on the Pall of Man, has related the Fall of thofe 
Angels who are his profeffed Enemies. Befides the many 
other Beauties in fuch an Epifode, its running parallel 
with the great Aftion of the Poem hinders it from break­
ing the Unity fo much as another Epifode would have 
done, that had not fo great an Affinity with the principal 
SubjeCt. In ihort, this is the fame kind of Beauty which 
the Criticks admire in The Spanifth Frier, or The Double 
Difcovery, where the two different Plots look like Coun­
ter-parts and Copies of one another.

THE fecond Qualification required in the ACtion of 
an Epic Poem, is, that it ihould be an entire ACtion : An 
ACtion is entire when it is complete in all its Parts ; or, 
as Ariftotle defcribes it, when it confifts of a Beginning, a 
Middle, and an End. Nothing ihould go before it, be^in- 
termixed with it, or follow after it, that is not related to 
it. As on the contrary, no fingle Step ihould be omitted 
in that juft and regular Procefs which it muft be fuppofed 
to take from its Original to its Confummation. Thus we 
fee the Anger of Achilles in its Birth, its Continuance and 
Effefts; and ¿Eneas's Settlement in Italy, carried on thro’ 
all the Oppofitions in his Way to it both by Sea and 
Land. The ACtion in Milton excels (I think) both the 
former in this Particular; we fee it contrived in Hell, 
executed upon Earth, and puniihed by Heaven. The 
Parts of it are told in the molt diftinCt manner, and grow 
out of one another in the moft natural Method.

THE third Qualification of an Epic Poem is its Great- 
nefs. The Anger of Achilles was of fuch Confequence, 
that it embroiled the Kings of Greece, deftroyed the He­
roes of Troy, and engaged all the Gods in Factions. 
¿Eneas's Settlement in Italy produced the Cafars, and gave 
Birth to the P^oman Empire. Miltons SubjeCt was Hill 
greater than either of the former ; it does not determine 
the Fate of fingle Perfons or Nations, but of a whole 
Species, The united Powers of Hell are joined together 

for 
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for the DeftruCiion of Mankind, which they effected in 
part, and would have completed, had not Omnipotence 
itfelf interpofed. The principal ACtors are Man in his 
greateft Perfection, and Μ Oman in her higheft Beauty. 
Their Enemies are the fallen Angels ; The Meffiah their 
Friend, and the Almighty their Protestor. In fhort, 
every thing that is great in the whole Circle of Being, 
whether within the Verge of Nature, or out of it, has 
a proper Part affigned it in this noble Poem.

IN Poetry, as in Architecture, not only the Whole, but 
the principal Members, and every Part of them, ihould 
be Great. I will not prefume to fay, that the Book of 
Games in the fEneid, or that in the Iliad, are not of this 
nature, nor to reprehend Virgil's Simile of the Top, and 
many other of the fame kind in the Iliad, as liable to any 
Cenfure in this Particular; but I think we may fay, with­
out derogating from thofe wonderful Performances, that 
there is an unqueftionable Magnificence in every Part of 
Paradife Loß, and indeed a much greater than could have 
been formed upon any Pagan Syftem.

BUT Arif 0 tie, by the Greatnefs of the Action, does 
not only mean that it ihould be great in its Nature, but 
alfo in its Duration, or in other Words that it ihould 
have a due Length in it, as well as what we properly call 
Greatnefs. The juft Meafure of this kind of Magnitude, 
he explains by the following Similitude. An Animal, no 
bigger than a Mite, cannot appear perfect to the Eye, 
becaufe the Sight takes it in at once, and has only a con- 
fufed Idea of the Whole, and not a diftinCt Idea of all 
its Parts; if on the contrary you ihould fuppofe an Ani­
mal of ten thoufand Furlongs in length, the Eye would 
be fo filled with a fingle Part of it, that it could not give 
the Mind an Idea of the Whole. Whatthefe Animals are 
to the Eye a very ihort or a very long Action would be 
to the Memory. The firft would be, as it were, loft and 
fwallowed up by it, and the other difficult to be contain­
ed in it. Homer and Virgil have ihewn their principal Art 
in this Particular; the ACtion of theIliad, and that of the 
^Eneid, were in themfelves exceeding ihort, but are fo 
beautifully extended and diverfified by the Invention of 
Etifodes, and the Machinery of Gods, with the like poeti­
cal Ornaments, that they make up an agreeable Story,
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it^MA * a^IOy·the without overcharging 
It. Milton S Aftion is enriched with fuch a Variety of

:hn^that 1 2
viSQ?e ?°nt*ntS of Books> as in the belt in- 
vented Story I ever met with. It is poffible, that the Tra-

°n tbe and AEneid were built, had 
mom Circumftances in them than the Hiftory of the Fait 
fMan, as it is related in Scripture. Befides, it was eafier 
for and Virgil to daih the Truth with Fiction, as 
thXc^/V°dan|CT of?ffending the Religion of 
their Country by it. But as for Milton, he had not only 
buVw/^ir^kr ftaTCeS Up°n Which to raife his Posmi 
but was alfo obliged to proceed with the greateft Cau- 
S " Wat he adied °Qt Of -- Inven- 
non. And, indeed, notwithftanding all the Reftraints 
he was under, he has filled his Story with fo many fur. 
pnfing Incidents, which bear fo clofe an Analogjwith 
what is delivered in Holy Writ, that it is capable of 
pleafing the moft delicate Reader, without giving Of­
fence to the moft fcrupulous. ° $

THE modern Criticks have collected from feveral 
Hints in the ZW and ^aw^the Space of Time, which 
is taken up by the Action of each of thofe Poems; but 
S Part of Miltons Story was tranfafted in Regions
that he out of the Reach of the Sun and the Sphere of 
Day, it is impoflible to gratify the Reader with fuch a 

would be more curious thaq mftruCtive ; nope of the Criticks, either Ancient or Mo­
dern, haying laid down Rules to circumfcribe the Action 
of an Epic Poem with any determin’d Number of Years 
i/ays or Hours.

Phis Piece ofCriticifm on Milton’s Paradife Loft /hall 
oe earned on in the following Saturdays Pagers, L

Monday,
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--. . Minus aptus acutis 
Karibus Horum Homi num------ -

Hor. Sat. 3.1. 1. v. 29.
Hi cannot bear the Rallery of the Age. Creech.

IT is not that I think I have been more witty than I 
ought of late, that at prefent I wholly forbear any At­
tempt towards it: lam of opinion that I ought fome- 

times to lay before the World the plain Letters of my 
Correfpondents in the Artlefs Drefs in which they hailily 
fend them, that the Reader may fee I am not Accufer and 
Judge myfelf, but that the Indictment is properly and 
fairly laid, before I proceed againft the Criminal.

Mr. Spectator,
* A S you are SpeAator-General, I apply myfelf to you 
4 jfx in the following Cafe, viz. I do not wear a 
6 Sword, but I often divert myfelf at the Theatre, where 
4 I frequently fee a Set of Fellows pull plain People, by 
* way of Humour and Frolick, by the Nofe, upon frivo- 
* lous or no Occasions. A Friend ofminethe other Night 
* applauding what a graceful Exit Mr. Wilks made, one 
* of thefe Nofe-wringers overhearing him, pinched him 
4 by the Nofe. I was in the Pit the other Night, (when 
* it was very much crouded) a Gentleman leaning upon 
4 me, and very heavily, I very civilly requefted him to re- 
* move his Hand; for which he pulled me by the Nofe. 
* I would not refent it in fo publick a Place, becaufe I 
* was unwilling to create a Difturbance ; but have fince 
* reflected upon it as a thing that is unmanly and difinge- 
* nuous, renders the Nofe-puller odious, and makes the 
* Perfon pulled by the Nofe look little and contemptible. 
4 This Grievance I humbly requeft you would endeavour 
, to redrefs. lam your Admirer, &c.

James Eafy.
Mr.
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Mr. Spectator,

; yOUR Difcourfe of the 29th of December on 
‘ ran und Marriage is of fo uieful a Kind, that I 
* my Tk?ughts colours on that
( oubjeCt. Methinks it is a Misfortune, that the Mar- 
t nage State, which in its own Nature is adapted to give 
4 fo/nM this Life is capable of,
t mould befo uncomfortable a one to fo many as it daily 
t proves. But the Mifchief generally proceeds from the 
4 Choice People make for themfelves, and an 
t Expectationof Happinefs from Things not capable of 
4 7°^ the g00d Qualities of the Per-
t ion beloved can be a Foundation for a Love of Tudg- 
, ment and Difcretion; and whoever expert Happinefs 
4 fnT but/irtue’ Wifdom, Good-humour,
( and a Similitude of Manners, will find themfelves 
, widely miftaken. But how few are there who feek 
4 ?hingSd -and d° not rather make Niches
< m Chlvf lf?Ot their only Aim ? How rare is it for a 
{ Man, when he engages himfelf in the Thoughts of

Marriage, to place his hopes of having in fuch a Wo 
< L°nJant’ agreeable Companion? One who will 

divide his Cares and double his Joys ? Who will ma- 
« Shared his Eftate he intrufts to her Con
< -X ^lth Prudence and Frugality, govern his Houfe 
, gf ^and Dlfcretion, and be an Ornament
t to himfelf and Family ? Where fhall we find the Man 

who looks out for one who places her chief Happinefs 
in the Practice of Virtue, and makes her Duty her 
continual Pleafure ? No : Men rather feek for Money 

t as the Complement of all their Defires; and regardlefo 
4 W^t^7 take’ they think Riches

will be a Minifterto all kind of Pleafures, and enable 
them to keep Miitrefles, Horfes, Hounds, to drink

4 ieaft’ and game with their Companions, pay their Debts 
. contracted by former Extravagancies, or fome fuch 
, Se rnd Un,W0,rthy End; and indulge themfelves in 
, ^Thlch arer a Shame and Scandal to human
, Nature. Now as for the Women; how few of them
4 ^h° P acr the HaPPineP3 of their Marriage
- w h£ feVinS a Wlfe and virtuous Friend ? One who

Vol. IV. n ,
‘ will
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‘ will be faithful and juft to all, and conftant and lov- 
‘ ing to them ? Who with Care and Diligence will 
< Joi after and improve the Eft^e and without grudg- 
‘ ing allow whatever is prudent and convenient. Ra- 
‘ ther how few are there who do not place their Hap - 
4 pinefs in out-ihining others in Pomp and Show? and 
< £ do not think within themfelves when they have 
« married fuch a rich Perfon, that none of their Ac- 
4 qmiintance ihall appear fo fine m their Equipage, fo 
4 adorned in their Perfons, or fo magnificent in their

Pnrnimre as themfelves ? Thus their Heads are filled 
4 with vain Ideas; and I heartily wife I co^^ 
*. Equipage and Show were not the Chief Good of fo 
• ™nv Women as I fear it is. .

‘ ALFTER this manner do both Sexes deceive them- 
« felve« and bring Reflexions and Difgrace upon the 
4 moft happy and moft honourable State of Life; where- 
• 2 if they would but correct their depraved Taftemode- 
. rate their Ambition, and place their Happmefs upon 
‘ proper Objefts, we ihould not find Felicity m the Mar- 
« £e State3 fuch a Wonder in the World as it now is

« SIR if you think thefe Thoughts worth inferting 
< among ’your own, be pleafed to give them a better 
« Drefsfand let them pafs abroad; and you will oblige

Your Admirer,
A. B.

Mr. Spectator,

As I was this Day walking tn the Street, there 
happened to pafs by on the other Sldeof theWay 

„anty, whofe Charms were fo attraaing that it 
drew my Eyes wholly on that Side, intouch that I 
nedeS my own Way,. and chanced to run my Nofe 
direffly againft a Poll; which the Lady no fooner per. dtrectiy ag of Lallghrei.; though at

, Ae toe ¿“¿0 was fenfible that herfelfwas the 
Cautof my Misfortune, which tn my Opinion was 

' the Sealer Aggravation of her Crime I bemgbufy 
' · nff the Blood which trickled down my Face,' X i K »'acquaint her with her Barbarity as 
' alfo with my Refolution, viz. never to look out of 
‘ ^Way forgone of her Sex more; Therefore, that
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4 your humble Servant may .be revenged, he defires you 

to infert this in one of your next Papers, which he
4 hopes will be a Warning to all the reft of the Women- 
4 Gazers, as well as to poor

Anthony Gape.
Mr. Spectator,

I Defire to know in your next, if the merry Game 
of The Par fan has loft his Cloke, is not mightily in

4 Vogue amongft the fine Ladies this Chriftmas ; be-
4 caufe I fee they wear Hoods of all Colours, , which I 
4 fuppofe is for that Purpofe ; If it is, and you think it 
4 proper, I will carry fome of thofe Hoods with me to 
4 our Ladies in Yorkfaire·, becaufe they injoined me to 
4 bring them fomething from London that was very 
4 New. If you can tell any Thing in which I can obey 
4 their Commands more agreeably, be pleafed to in- 
4 form me, and you will extremely oblige

Your humble Servant.

Mr. Spectator, Oxford, Dec. 29.
4 y°u appear inclined to.be a Friend to the
4 ¿J diftrefled, I beg you would affift me in an Affair 
4 under which I have fuffered very much. The reigning 
4 Toaft-of this Place is Patetia ; 1 have purfued her with 
4 the utmoft Diligence this Twelve-morith, and find no- 
4 thing ftands in my Way but one who flatters her more 
4 than I can. Pride is her Favourite Paflion ; therefore 
4 if you would be fo far my Friend as to make a favour- 
4 able Mention of her in one of your Papers, I believe. I 
4 fliould not fail in my Addrefles. The Scholars ftand in 
4 Rows, as they did to be fure in your Time, at her 
4 Pew-door; and ihe has all the Devotion paid to her 
4 by a Crowd of Youths who are unacquainted'with 
4 the Sex, and have Inexperience added to their Paf- 
4 fion: However, if it fucceeds according to my Vows, 
* you will make me the happieft Man in the World, 
* and the moft obliged amongft all

Your humble Servants.

I> 2 Mr.



Mr. Spectator,

I Came to my Miftrefs’s Toilet this Morning, for
I am admitted when her Face is dark naked : 

* She frowned, and cried Piih when I laid a Thing 
* that I hole ; and I will be judged by you whether it 
* was not very pretty. Madam, faid I, you ihall for- 
* bear that Part of your Drefs ; it may be well in others, 
* but you cannot place a Patch where it does not hide a 
* Beauty. T

№269 Tuejday, January 8.

•——-—— Alvo rariffima noJiro 
Simplicitas------- Ovid. Ars Am. 1. I. V. 241. 
And brings our old Simplicity again. Dryden.

I Was this Morning furprifed with a great knocking 
at the Door, when my Landlady’s Daughter came 
up to me, and told me, that there was a Man 

below defired to fpeak with me. Upon my aiking her 
who it was, ihe told me it was a very grave elderly 
Perfon, but that Ihe did not know his Name. I im­
mediately went down to him, and found him to be the 
Coachman of my worthy Friend Sir R o c e r de C o- 
v e r L E Y. He told me that his Mailer came to Town 
lafl: Night, and would be glad to take a Turn with me 
in Grays-Inn Walks. As I was wondring in myfelf
what had brought Sir Roger to Town, not having 
lately received any Letter from him, he told me that 
his Mailer was come up to get a Sight of Prince 
Eugene, and that he defired 1 would immediately meet 
him.

I was not a little pleafed with the Curiofity of the 
old Knight, though I did not much wonder at it, 
having heard him fay more than once in private Dif- 
courfe, that he looked upon Prince Eugenio (for fo the 

Knight 

Knight always calls him) to be a greater Man than 

^was^o fooner come into GraysAnn Walks,^but I 
heard my Friend upon the Terrace
thrice to hhnfelf with great Vigour, for he loves to clear 
his Pipes in good Air (to make ufe of his <^n Phrafe) 
and is not a little pleafed with any one who takes no­
tice of the Strength which he ftill exerts in his Morning 
H^was touched with a fecret Joy at the Sight of the 
good old Man, who before he law me was engaged™ 
Converfationwith aBeggar-Man that had afked anAlms 
of him. I Gould hear my Friend chide him for notfind­
ing out feme Work ; but at the fame time faw him put 
his Hand in his Pocket and give him Six pence.

OUR Salutations were very hearty on both Sides, 
confifting of many kind Shakes of the Hand, and feve- 
ral affeftionate Looks which we caft upon one ano­
ther. After which the Knight told me my good Friend 
his Chaplain was very well, and much at my Service, 
andthafthe Sunday before he had made a moil incom­
parable Sermon out of Dr Barrow. I have eft, 
fays he, all my Affairs in his Hands and being willing 
to lay an Obligation upon him, have depofited with him 
thirty Marks, to be diftributed among his poor Pa- 
^H^Tthen proceeded to acquaint me with the Welfare 
of Will Wimble. Upon which he put his Hand into his 
Fob and prefented me in his Name with a Tobacco- 
Stopper, telling me that Will had been bufy all the Be­
ginning of the Winter in turning great Quantities of 
them; and that he made a Prefent of one to every Gen­
tleman in the Country who has good Principles and 
fmokes. He added, that poor Will™ at prefent un­
der great Tribulation, for that Tom Touchy had taken 
the Law of him for cutting fome Hazel Sticks out of

' ^MONG Either Pieces of News which the Knight 
brought from his Country-Seat he informed me that 
Moll White was dead; and that about a Month after her 
Death the Wind was fo very high, that it blew down 

- the End of one of his Barns But for my own part, fays
D 3
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Sir Ro ger, I do not think that the old Woman had 
any hand in it.

HE afterwards fell into an Account of the Diverfions 
which had palled in his Houfe during the Holidays; for 
Sir Ro G E r, after the laudable Cuftom of his Anceftors, 
always keeps open Houfe at Chriftmas. I learned from 
him, that he had killed eight fat Hogs for this Seafon, 
that he had dealt about his Chines very liberally amongft 
his Neighbours, and that in particular he had fent a ftring 
of Hogs-puddings with a pack of Cards to every poor 
Family in the Parifh. I have often thought, fays Sir 
Roger, it happens very well that Chriftmas ihould 
fall out in the fiddle of Winter, It is the moil dead 
uncomfortable Time of the Year, when the poor Peo­
ple would fuffer very much from their Poverty and 
Cold, if they had not good Cheer, warm Fires, and 
Chrifimas Gambols to fupport them. J love to rejoice 
their poor Hearts at this feafon, and to fee the whole 
Village merry in my great Hall. I allow a double 
Quantity of Malt to my fmall Beer, and fet it a run- 
rdng for twelve Days to every one that calls f©r it. 
I have always a Piece of cold Beef and a Mince-Pye 
upon the T able, and am wonderfully pleafed to fee 
my Tenants pafs away a whole Evening in playing 
their innocent Tricks, and, fm«aing one another? 
Our Friend Will Wimble is as merry as any of them, 
and fliews a thoufand roguiih Tricks upon thefe Oc- 
cafions.

I was very much delighted with the Reflexion of 
my old Friend, which carried fo much Goodnefs in it. 
He then lanched out into the Praife of the late Aft 
of Parliament for fecuring the Church of England, and 
told me, with great Satisfaftion, that he believed it 
already began to take Effeft, for that a rigid Diflenter, 
who chanced to dine at his Houfe on Chrijlmas Day, 
had been obferved to eat very plentifully of his Plumbi 
porridge.

AFTER having difpatched all our Country Matters 
Sir Roger made feveral Inquiries concerning the Club* 
and particularly of his old Antagonift Sir Andrew 
Freeport. He aiked me with a kind of a Smile, 
whether Sir Andrew had not taken the Advantage 

' ©f 

, hk Absence to vent among them fome of his Repu- 
S ■ but toon g» up to eoun
.enance into, more Лап«

puSTa wary Man, and do not care to talk of publick 

MTHE Knight then aikedme, if I had feenprince 
Eugenio, and made me promife to get him. a 
fome convenient Place where he might have a full Sight 
П tha extaordinary Man, whofe Prefence does fo 

Hedwekvery 
long on the Praifes of this Great General, and 1 fo^ 
thaf fince I was with him in the Country, he had 
drawn many Obfervations together out of his reading in 
Sr’s ChLide, and other Authors -ho always he 
in his Hall Window, which very much redound to the 
Honour of this Prince. _ ,

HAVING paifed away the greateft Part of the 
Morning in hearing the Knight’s Reflexions, w i 
were partly private, and partly political he aM 
if I would fmoke a Pipe with him over a Didi Coffee 
at Squire's. As I love the oid Man, I take Deli* t 
in complying with every thing that is agreeable to him, 
and accordingly waited on him to the Coffee-houfe 
where his venerable Figure drew upon us the Eyes of 
Ле whole Room. He had no fooner feated himfelf at 
the upper End of the high Table, but he called for a 
clean Pipe, a Paper of Tobacco, a Difh of Coffee, a 
Wax-Candle, and the Supplement, withMuch an Air of 
Chearfulnefs and Good-humour, that all the Boys in the 
Coffee-room (who feemed to take pleafure inMervin g 
him) were at once employed on his feveral grands 
infomuch that no Body elfe could come at a Difli of 
Tea, till the Knight had got all his Conveniences abou^ 
him.

D 4 Wednefday,



^Spectator. №270

N 270 Wednesday, January 9.

enim citius, meminitque libentius illud,
-duod quis deridet, quam quod probat___

Hor Ep. 1.1. 2. v. 262.
For what's derided by the centring Crowd, 
Is thought on more than what is juft and good.

Creech.

I Do not know that I have been in greater Delight for 
theie many Years, than in beholding the Boxes at 
the Play the laft Time The Scornful Lady was afted.

So great an Affembly of Ladies placed in gradual Rows 
in all the Ornaments of Jewels, Silks and Colours, gave 
fo hvcly and gay an Impreffion to the Heart, that me­
thought the Seafon of the Year was vaniihed ; and I did 
not think it an ill Expreffion of a young Fellow who 
flood near me, that called the Boxes Thofe Beds of Tu­
lips. it was a pretty Variation of the Profpeft, when any 
one of thefe fine Ladies rofe up and did Honour to her- 
felf and Friend at a Diilance, by curtiying ; and gave 
Opportunity to that Friend to ihew her Charms to the 
fame Advantage in returning the Salutation. Here that 
Aftion is as proper and graceful, as it is at Church un­
becoming and impertinent. By the way, I muft take the 
Liberty to obferve that I did not fee any one who is ufu- 
ally fo full of Civilities at Church, offer at any fuch In­
decorum during any Part of the Aftion of the Play. Such 
beautiful Profpefts gladden our Minds, and when confi- 
dered in general, give innocent and pleafing Ideas. He 
that dwells upon any one Objeft of Beauty may fix his 
Imagination to his Difquiet ; but the Contemplation of 
a whole Affembly together, is a Defence againft the In­
ero achment of Defire : At leaft to me, who have taken 
pains to look atBeauty abftrafted from the Confideration 
of its being the Objeft of Defire ; at Power, only as it 
fits upon another, without any Hopes of partaking any

Share

Share of it; at Wifdom and Capacity, without any Pre- 
tenfions to rival or envy its Acquifitions: I fay to Me, 
who am really free from forming any hopes by behold­
ing the Perfons of beautiful Women, or warming myfeli 
into Ambition from the Succeifes of other Men, this 
World is not only a mere Scene, but a very pleafant one. 
Did Mankind but know the Freedom which there is in 
keeping thus aloof from the World, I ihould have more 
Imitators, than the powerfulleft Man in the Nation has 
Followers. Tobe no Man’s Rival in Love, or Compe­
titor in Bufinefs, is a Character which if it does not re­
commend you as it ought to Benevolence among thofe 
whom you live with, yet has it certainly this Effect, that 
you do not ftand fo much in need of their Approbation, 
as you would if you aimed at it more, in fetting your Heart 
on the fame things which the Generality dote on. By this 
Means, and with thiseafy Philofophy, I am never lefs at a 
Play than when I am at the Theatre ; but indeed I am 
feldom fo well pleafed with Aftion as in that Place ; 
for moftMen follow Nature no longer than while they are 
in their Night-Gowns, and all the bufy Part of the Day 
are in Char afters which they neither become nor aft in with 
Pleafure to themfelves or their Beholders. But to return 
to my Ladies: I was very well pleafed to fee fo great a 
Crowd of them affembled at a Play, wherein the Heroine, 
as the Phrafe is, is fo juft a. Pifture of the Vanity of the 
Sex in tormenting their Admirers. The Lady who pines 
for the Man whom ihe treats with fo much Impertinence 
and Inconftancy, is drawn with much Art and Humour. 
Her Refolutions to be extremely civil, but her Vanity 
arifing juft at the Inftant that ihe refolved to exprefs her- 
felf kindly, are defcribed as by one who had ftudied the 
Sex. But when my Admiration is fixed upon this excel- 
lent Charafter, and two or three others in the Play, I 
muft confefs I was moved with the utmoft Indignation 
at the trivial, fenfelefs, and unnatural Reprefentation o£ 
the Chaplain. It is poflible there may be a Pedant in Holy 
Orders, and we have feen one or two of them in the 
World; but fuch a Driveler as Sir^r, fo bereft of all 
manner ©f Pride, which is theCharafteriftick of a Pedant, 
is what one would not believe could come into the Head 
of the fame Man who drew the reft of the Play. The 

D 5 Meeting
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Meeting between Welford and him fliews a Wretch without 
any Notion of the Dignity of his Function; and it is out 
of all common Senfe that he ihould give an Account of 
himfelf as one fent four or finje Miles in a Morning on Foot 
for Eggs. It is not to be denied, but his Part and that of 
the Maid, whom he makes Love to, are excellently well 
performed ; but a Thing which is blameable in itfelf, 
grows ftill more fo by the Su'ccefs in the Execution of 
it. It is fo mean a Thing to gratify a loofe Age with a 
fcandalous Reprefentation of what is reputable among 
Men, not to fay what is facred, that no Beauty, no Ex­
cellence in an Author ought to atone for it; nay, fuch 
Excellence is an Aggravation of his Guilt, and an Argu­
ment that he errs againft the Conviction of his own Un- 
deritanding and Confcience. Wit ihould be tried by this 
Rule, and an Audience fhould rife againft fuch a Scene, 
as throws down the Reputation of any thing which the 
Confideration of Religion or Decency ihould preferve 
from Contempt. But all this Evil arifes from this one 
Corruption of Mind, that makes Men refent Offences 
againft their Virtue, lefs than thofe againft their Under- 
ftanding. An Author ihall write as if he thought there 
was not one Man of Honour or Woman of Chaftity in 
the Houfe, and come off with Applaufe: For an Infult 
upon all the Ten Commandments, with the little Cri- 
ticks, is not fo bad as the Breach of an Unity of Time or 
Place. Half Wits do not apprehend the Miferies thatmuft 
neceflarily flow from Degeneracy of Manners; nor do 
they know that Order is the Support of Society. Sir 
Roger and his Miftrefs are Monfters of the Poets own 
forming; the Sentiments in both of them are fuch as do 
not arife in Fools of their Education. We all know that 
a filly Scholar, inftead of being below every one he meets 
with, is apt to be exalted above the Rank of fuch as are 
really his Superiors: His Arrogance is always founded 
upon particular Notions of DiftinCtion in his own Head, 
accompanied with a pedantick Scorn of all Fortune and 
Preemiuence, when compared with his Knowledge and 
Learning. This very one Character of Sir Roger, as fil­
ly as it really is, has done more towards the Difparage- 
ment of Holy Orders, and confequently of Virtue itfelf, 
than all the Wit that Author or any other could make up 

for
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for in the ConduCl of the longeft Life after it. I do no 
pretend, in faying this, to give myfelf Airs of more Vir­
tue than my Neighbours, butaffert it from the Principles 
by which Mankind muft always be governed. Sallies ot 
Imagination are to be overlook’d, when they are com­
mitted out of Warmth / the Recommendation of what 
is Praife-worthy; but a deliberate advancing of Vice, 
with all the Wit in the World, is as ill an ACtion as any 
that comes before the Magiftrate, and ought to be re­
ceived as fuch by the People. A
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Mi Ue trahens <varios adwrfo foie colores.
Virg. jEn. 4. v. 701

Drawing a thoufand Colours from the Light. $ y d E N

I Receive a double Advantage from the Letters of my 
Correfpondents, firft, as they ihew me which of my 
Papers are moft acceptable to them ; and in the next 

place as they furniih me with Materials for new Specu­
lations. Sometimes indeed I do not make ufe of the Let­
ter itfelf, but form the Hints of it into Plans of my own 
Invention; fometimes I -take the Liberty to change the 
Language or Thought into my own Way of Speaking 
and Thinking, and always (if it can be done without Pre­
judice to the Senfe) omit the many Compliments and Ap- 
plaufes which are ufually beftowed upon me.

BESIDES the two Advantages above-mentioned 
which I receive from the Letters that are fent me, they 
give me an Opportunity of lengthening out my Paper by 
the ikilful Management of the fubferibing Part at the 
End of ^em, which perhaps does not a little conduce to

• the Eafe, both of myielf and Reader.
SOME will have it, that.I often write to myielf, 

and am the only punctual Correfpondent I have, ihis 
Objection would indeed be materia^ were the
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communicate to the Publick fluffed with my own Com­
mendations ; and if inftead of endeavouring to divert or 
inftruft my Readers, I admired in them the Beauty of 
my own Performances'. But I fhall leave thefe wife Con- 
jeftures to their own Imaginations, and produce the 
three following Letters for the Entertainment of the Day.

S IR,
* T Was laft Thurfday in an Affembly of Ladies, where * 1 there were thirteen different coloured Hoods. Your 
* Spectator of that Day lying upon the Table, they or- 
* dered me to read it to them, which I did with a very 
• clear Voice, ’till I came to the Greek Verfe at the 
* End of it. I muft confefs I was a little ftartled at its 
* popping upon me fo unexpectedly. However, I co- 
* vered my Confufion as well as I could, and after 
* having mutter’d two or three hard Words to myfelf, 
• laugh’d heartily, and cried, A very good Jeß, faith. 
* The Ladies defired me to explain it to them; but 
* I begged their pardon for that, and told them, that 
* if it had been proper for them to hear, they may be 
* fure the Author would not have wrapp’d it up in 
* Greek. I then let drop feveral Expreffions, as if there 
* was fomething in it that was not fit to be fpoken be- 
* fore a Company of Ladies. Upon which the Matron 
c of the Affembly, who was drefled in a Cherry-coloured 
* Hood, commended the Difcretion of the Writer for 
* having thrown his filthy Thoughts into Greek, which 
* was likely to corrupt but few of his Readers. At the 
* fame time ihe declared herfelf very well pleafed, that 
• he had not given a decifive Opinion upon the new-fa* 
* fhioned Hoods; for to tell you truly, fays ihe, I was 
* afraid he would have made us aihamed to ihew our 
s Heads. Now, Sir, you muft know, fince this un- 
* lucky Accident happened to me in a Company of 
4 Ladies, among whom I paffed for a moft ingenious 
* Man, I have confulted one who is well verfed in the 
* Greek Language, and he affures me upon his Word, 
4 that your late Quotation means no more, than that 
4 Manners and not Drefs are the Ornaments of a Woman, 
* If this comes to the Knowledge of my Female Ad- 
4 mirere, I fhall be very hard put to it to bring my-

‘ felf
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< felf off handfomly. In the mean while I give you this 
» Account, that you may take care hereafter not to be- 
. trav any of your Well-wiihers into the like Incon- 
‘ veniences. It is in the Number of thefe that I beg 
« leave to fubfcribe myfelf, Uom Urippito

Mr. Spectator,
4 XT OUR Readers are fo well pleafed with your Cha- 
« Y rafter of Sir Roger de Coverley, that there 
< appeared a fenfible Joy in every Coffee-houfe, upon 
« hearing the old Knight was come to Town. I am now 
« with a Knot of his Admirers, who make it their joint 
< Requeft to you, that you would give us publick No- 
‘ tice of the Window or Balcony where the Knight m- 
« tends to make his Appearance. He has already given 
• great Satisfaction to feveral who have feen him at 
* Squire's Coffee-houfe. If you think fit to place your 
* ihort Face at Sir Roger’s Left Elbow, we fhall take 
< the Hint, and gratefully acknowledge fo great a Favour.

I am, SIR,
Tour moß devoted humble Servant,

C. D.
SIR,

« TTNOWING that you are very inquifitive after4 15k every Thing that is curious in Nature, I will 
‘ wait on you if you pleafe in the Duik of the Evening, 
* with my Shovo upon my Back, which I carry about 
* with me in a Box, as only confifting of a Man, a Wo- 
* man, and an Horfe. The two firft are married, in 
« which State the little Cavalier has fo well acquitted 
* himfelf, that his Lady is with Child. The big-bellied 
* Woman, and her Huiband, with their whimfical Pal- 
‘ fry, are fo very light, that when they are put together 
* into a Scale, an ordinary Man may weigh down the 
‘ whole Family. The little Man is a Bully in his Na- 
« ture; but when he grows cholerick I confine him to 
‘ his Box till his Wrath is over, by which Means I have 
* hitherto prevented him from doing Mifchief. His 
* Horfe is likewife very vicious, for which Reafon I am 
« forced to tie him clofe to his Manger with a Pack-thread.

‘ The
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* The Woman is a Coquette. She Struts as much as it 
4 is poffible for a Lady of two Foot high, and would 
* ruin me in Silks, were not the Quantity that goes to 
* a large Pin-Cuihion fufficient to make her a Gown and 
* Petticoat. She told me the other Day, that ihe heard 
* the Ladies wore coloured Hoods, and ordered me to 
* get her one of the fineft Blue. I am forced to com- 
4 ply with her Demands while ihe is in her prefent 
4 Condition, being very willing to have more of the 
* fame Breed. 1 do not know what ihe may produce me, 
* but provided it be a Show I fhall be very well fatisfied. 
* Such Novelties ihould not, I think, be concealed from 
4 the Britijh Spector; for which Reafon I hope you 
4 will excufe this Prefumption in

Yourmofl dutiful, mof obedient,
and mof humble Servant,

L S. T.
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·——— Longa efl injuria, long# 
Ambages-------- - Virg. TEn. I. V. 34$,
Great is the Injury, and long the Yale.

Mr. Spectator,
4 Occa$on of this Letter is of fo great Im-
* A portance, and the Circumftances of it fuch, that 
* J know you will but think it juft to infert it, 
‘ in Preference of all other Matters that can prefent
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‘ with her as well as myfelf: But I will tell you all, as 
4 fail as the alternate. Interruptions of Love and Anger 
4 will give me Leave. There is a moft agreeable young 
* Woman in the World whom I ampaffionately in Love 
4 with, and from whom I have for ibme fpace of Time 
4 received as great Marks of Favour as were fit for her 
• to give, or me to defire. The fuccefsful Progrefs of 
4 the Affair of all others the moft effential towards a 
4 Man’s Happinefs, gave a new Life and Spirit not on- 
4 ly to my Behaviour and Difcourfe, but alfo a certain 
4 Grace to all my Actions in the Commerce of Life in 
4 all Things tho’ never fo remote from Love. You 
4 know the predominant Paffion fpreads itfelf thro’ all a 
4 Man’s Tranfa&ions, and exalts or deprefles him accord-
4 ing to the Nature of fuch Paffion. But alas, I have not 
4 yet begun my Story, and what is making Sentences

- 4 and Obfervations when a Man is pleading for his Life?

4 themfelves to your Confideration. I need not, after 
* I have faid this, tell you that I am in Love. The 
* Circumftances of my Paffion I {hall let you underftand 
* as well as a difordered Mind will admit. That curfed 
* Pickthank Mrs. Jane I Alas, I am railing at one to 
4 you by her Name as familiarly as if you were acquainted

4 with

4 To begin then: This Lady has correfponded with me
4 under the Names of Love, ihe my Belinda, I her
4 Cleanthes. Tho’ I am thus well got into the Account 
4 of my Affair, I cannot keep in the Thread of it fo 
4 much as to give you the Chara&er of Mrs. Jane, 
4 whom I will not hide under a borrowed Name; but 
4 let you know that this Creature has been fince I knew 
4 her very handfom, (tho’ I will not allow her even ihe 
4 has been for the future) and during the Time of her 
4 Bloom and Beauty was fo great a Tyrant to her Lovers, 
4 fo over-valued herfelf and under-rated all her Preten- 
4 ders, that they have deferted her to a Man ; and ihe 
4 knows no Comfort but that common one to all in her 
4 Condition, the Pleafure of interrupting the Amours of 
4 others. It is impoffible but you mufthave feen feveral 
4 of thefe Volunteers in Malice, who pais their whole
4 Time in the moft laborious way of Life, in getting In- 
4 telligence, running from Place to Place with new 
4 Whifpers, without reaping any other Benefit but the 
4 Hopes ofmaking others as unhappy as themfelves. Mrs. 
4 Jane happened to be at a Place where I, with many 
4 others well acquainted with my Paffion for Belinda, 
* paffed a Chriflmas- Evening. There was among the reft 
4 a young Lady, fo free in Mirth, fo amiable in a juft 
i Referve that accompanied it; I wrong her to call it a 

4 Referve,



* Referve, but there appeared in her a Mirth or Chear- 
* fulnefs which was not a Forbearance of more immode- 
* rate Joy, but the natural Appearance of all which could 
* flow from a Mind poffefled of an Habit of Innocence 
• and Purity. I muft have utterly forgot Belinda to have 
* taken no notice of one who was growing up to the fame 
* womanly Virtues which ihine to Perfection in her, had 
* I not diftinguiihed one who feemed to promife to the 
• World the fame Life and Conduft with my faithful and 
* lovely Belinda. When the Company broke up, the 
* fine young Thing permitted me to take care of her 
« Home. Mrs. 'Jane faw my particular regard to her, 
* and was informed of my attending her to her Father’s 
* Houfe. She came early to Belinda the next Morning, 
* and aiked her if Mrs. Such-a-one had been with her ? 
• No. If Mr. Such-a-one's Lady ? No. Nor your 
* Coufin Such-a-one ? No. Lord, fays Mrs. Jane, 
• what is the Friendihip of Women ?------- Nay, they 
‘ may laugh at it. And did no one tell you any thing 
• of the Behaviour of your Lover Mr. What d'ye call 
* laft Night? But perhaps it is nothing to you that 
* he is to be married to young Mrs.--------on Yuefday 
• next ? Belinda was here ready to die with Rage and 
* Jealoufy. Then Mrs. Jane goes on : I have a young 
8 Kinfman who is Clerk to a great Conveyancer, who 
8 ihall ihew you the rough Draught of the Marriage Set- 
• dement. The World fays her Father gives him Two 
• Thoufand Pounds more than he could have with you, 
* I went innocently to wait on Belinda as ufual, but 
* was not admitted ; I writ to her, and my Letter was 
4 ‘ lent back unopened. Poor Betty her Maid, who is on 
* my Side, has been here juft now blubbering, and told 
4 me the whole Matter. She fays ihe did not think I 
* could be fo bafe; and that ihe is now odious to her 
* Miftrefs for having fo often fpoke well of me, that ihe 
* dare not mention me more. All our Hopes are placed 
• in having thefe Circumftances fairly reprefented in the 
• Spectator, which Betty fays ihe dare not but 
* bring up as foon as it is brought in; and has promifed 
• when you have broke the Ice to own this was laid be- 
4 tween us: And when I can come to an Hearing, the 
* young Lady will fupport what we fay by her Teftimony,

« that I never fawher butthat once in my whole Life.
4 Dear Sir, do not omit this true Relation, nor think it 
‘ too particular; for there are Crowds of forlorn Coquettes 
‘ who intermingle themfelves with other Ladies, and 
* contrail Familiarities out of Malice, and with no other
* Defign but to blaft the Hopes of Lpycrs, the ExpeCla- 
‘ tion of Parents, and the Benevolence of Kindred. I 
* doubt not but I ihall be,

SIR,
Your moft obliged humble Servant,

CLEANTHES.

SIR, Wills Coffee-houfe, Jan. 10.
* H E other Day entring a Room adorned with the * 1 Fair Sex, I offered, after the ufual Manner, to
‘ each of them a Kifs; but one, more fcornful than the 
‘ reft, turned her Cheek. I did not think it proper te 
* take any notice of it till I had aiked your Advice.

Your humble Servant,
E. S.

THE Correfpondent is defir’d, *Q fay which Cncck 
the Offender turned to him.

ADVERTISEMENT.
From the Pariih-Veftry, January 9.

All Ladies voho come to Church in the Nevi-fajhioned 
Hoods, are defired to be there before Divine Service begins, 
left they divert the Attention of the Congregation.
T RALPH.

Saturday',
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1 "Notandifunt till Mores.
„ „ , Hor. Ars Poet. v. i r6.
Note well the Manners. 4

HAVING examined the Aftion ot Paradife Loft, 
let us in the next place confider the Aftors'. This 
is Arifiotle z Method of confidering, firft the Fable, 

and fecondly the Manners; or, as we generally call 
them in Evglijh, the Fable and the Charafters.

HO ME R has excelled all the Heroic Poets that ever 
wrote in the Multitude and Variety of his Charafters. 
Every God thaf is admitted into his Poem, afts a Part 
which would have been fuitable to no other Deity. His 
Princes are as much diftinguifhed by their Manners, as 
by their Dominions; and eventhofe among them, whofe 
Charafters feem wholly made up of Courage, differ from 
one another as to the particular kinds of Courage in 
which they excel. In fhort, there is fcarce a Speech or 
aftion in the JS'^ which the Reader may not afcribe 
to the Perfon that fpeaks 07 2fts, without feeing his 
Name at the Head of it.

HOMER does not only outihine all other Poets in 
the Variety, but alfo in the Novelty of his Charafters. He 
has introduced among his Grecian Princes a Perfon who 
had lived thrice the Age of Man, and converfed with 
Thefeus„Hercules, Polyphemus, and the firft Race of Heroes. 
His principal Aftor is the Son of a Goddefs, not to men­
tion the Offspring of other Deities, who have likewife 
a Place in his Poem, and the venerable Tvojan Prince, who 
was the Father of fo many Kings and Heroes. There is 
in thefe feveral Charafters of Homer, a certain Dignity 
as well as Novelty, which adapts them in a more pecu­
liar manner to the Nature of an Heroic Poem. Tho’ at 
the fame time, to give them the greater Variety, he has 
defcribed a Fulcan, that is a Buffoon among his Gods, 
and a Therjites among his Mortals.

VIRGIL

VIRGIL falls infinitely {hort of Homer in ^ Charac­
ters of his Poem, both as to their Variety and Novelty. 
J^isindeedaperfeftCharafter, but as for^«^, 
tho’ he’s ftil’d the Hero’s Friend, he does nothing in the 
whole Poem which may defer ve that Title. ^as’ J- c 
theus, Sergefius and Cloanthus,' are all of them e 
the fame Stamp and Charafter.

_, —. ·---- Fortemque Gyan, fortemque Cloanthum.
THERE are indeed feveral Natural Incidents in the 

Part of ftfcanius·, as that of Dido cannot be fufiiciently 
admired. I do rot fee any thing new or particular m lur- 
nus. Pallas and Evander are remote Copies ofHeitor ana 
Priam, as Laufus and Mezentius are almoft Parallels to 
Pallas and Evander. The Charafters o 
Euryalus are beautiful, but common. We muft no g 
the Parts of Sinon, Camilla, and fome few others, which 
are fine Improvements on the Greek Poet. In mor 4, 
is neither that Variety nor Novelty in the Per ons 
JEneid, which we meet with in thofe of theUi a .

I F we look into the Charafters of Milton, w Ihali 
find that he has introduced all the Variety his F able 
was capable of receiving. The whole Species of an 
was in two Perfons at the Time to which the uDjec 
his Poem is confined. We have, however, four diitmct . 
Charafters in the^ two Perfons. We fee Man an _ v - 
man in the higheft Innocence and Perfection, an in 
moft abjeft State of Guilt ¿nd Infirmity. The two laft 
Charafters are, indeed, very common and obvious, but 
the two firft are not only more magnificent, but more 
new than any Charafters either in Virgil or Homer, or 
indeed in the whole Circle of Nature. _ .

MILTON was fo fenfible of this Defeft in the bub- 
. jeft of his Poem, and of the few Charafters it wou 

afford him, that he has brought into it two Aftors of a 
Shadowy and Fiftitious Nature, in the Perfons of Sin¡and 
Death, by which means he has wrought into the Body 
of his Fable a very beautiful and well-invented Allegory. 
But notwithftanding the Finenefs of this Allegory may 
atone for it in fome meafure ; I cannot think that Per­
fons of fuch a Chimerical Exiftence are proper Aftors in 
an Epic Poem; becaufe there is not that meafure of Pro­

bability
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bability annexed to them, which is requisite in Writings 
of this kind, as I Ihall fhew more at large hereafter.

V1RGIL}^, indeed, admitted Fame as an Aftrefs in 
file ¿Eneid, but the Part ihe afts is very ihort,. and none 
of the moil admired Circumftances in that divine Work. 
We find in Mock-heroic Poems, particularly in the Dif- 
penfary and the Lutrin, feveral Allegorical Perfons of this 
Nature, which are very beautiful in thofe Compositions, 
and may, perhaps, be ufed as an Argument, that the 
Authors of them were of Opinion, fuch Charafters might 
have a Place in an Epic Work. For my own part I fhould 
be glad the Reader would think fo, for the fake of the 
Poem I am now examining, and muft further add, that 
if fuch empty unfubftantial Beings may be ever made ufe 
of on this Occafion, never were any more nicely ima­
gined, and employed in more, proper Aftions, than thofe 
of which I am now fpeaking.

ANOTHER Principal Aftor in this Poem is the 
great Enemy of Mankind. The Part of Ulyffes in Z/o- 
mer's Odyffey is very much admired by Arijlotle, as per­
plexing that Fable with very agreeable Plots and Intrica­
cies, not only by the many Adventures in his Voyage, 
and the Subtilty of his Behaviour, but by the various 
Concealments and Difcoveries of his Perfon in feveral 
Parts of that Poem. But the crafty Being J have now 
mentioned, makes a much longer Voyage than Ulyfcs, 
puts in praftice many more Wiles and Stratagems, and 
hides himfelf under a greater Variety of Shapes and Ap­
pearances, all of which are feverally detefted, to the 
great Delight and Surprife of the Reader.

W E may likewife obferve with how much Art the 
Poet has varied feveral Charafters of the Perfons that 
ipeak in his infernal Affembly. On the contrary, how 
has he reprefented the whole Godhead exerting itfelf 
towards Man in its full Benevolence under the Three­
fold Diftinftion of a Creator, a Redeemer, and a Com­
forter ?

NOR muft we omit the Perfon of Raphael, who, 
amidft his Tendernefs and Friendihip for Man, fhews fuch 
a Dignity and Condefcenfion in all his Speech and Beha­
viour, as are fuitable to a Superior Nature. The Angels 
are indeed as much diverfified in Milton, and diftinguilhed 

by 

by their properParts, as the Gods are in Homer or Virgil, 
The Reader will find nothing afcribed to Uriel, Gabriel, 
Michael, or Raphael, which is not in a particular man­
ner fuitable to their refpeftive Charafters.

THERE is another Circumftance in the principal 
Aftors of the Iliad and ¿Eneid, which gives a peculiar 
Beauty to thofe two Poems, and was therefore contrived 
with very great Judgment. I mean the Authors having 
chofen, for their Heroes, Perfons who were fo nearly re­
lated to the People for whom they wrote. Achilles was a 
Greek, and ¿Eneas the remote Founder of Rome. By this 
means their Countrymen (whom they principally pro- 
pofed to themfelves for their Readers) were particularly 
attentive to all the Parts of their Story, and fympathized 
with their Heroes in all their Adventures. A Roman could 
not but rejoice in the Efcapes, SucceiTes and Viftories of 
¿Eneas, and be grieved at any Defeats, Misfortunes or 
Difap pointments that befel him ; as a Greek muft have 
had the fame Regard.for Achilles. And it is plain, that 
each of thofe Poems have loft this great Advantage, 
among thofe Readers to whom their Heroes are as 
Strangers, or indifferent Perfons.

M1LFO TV’s Poem is admirable in this refpeft, fince 
it is impoffible for any of its Readers, whatever Nation, 
Country or People he may belong to, not to be related to 
the Perfons who are the principal Aftors in it; but what 
is ftill infinitely more to its Advantage, the principal Aftors 
in this Poem are not only our Progenitors, but our Repre- 
fentatives. We have an aftual Intereft in every thing 
they do, and no lefs than Pur utmoft Happinefs is con­
cerned, and lies at ftake in all their Behaviour.

I ihall fubjoin as a Corollary to the foregoing Remark, 
an admirable Obfervation out of Ariftotle, which hath been 
very much mifreprefented in the Quotations of fome Mo­
dern Criticks. ‘ If a Man of perfeft and confummate 
‘ Virtue falls into a Misfortune, it raifes our Pity, but 
8 not our Terror, becaufe we do not fear that it may 
* be our own Cafe, who do not referable the Suffering 
* Perfon.’ But as that great Philofopher adds, ‘If we fee 
4 a Man of Virtue mixt with Infirmities, fall into any 
* Misfortune, it does not only raifeour Pity but our Ter- 
* rór; becaufe we are afraid that the like Misfortunes 

‘ may



* may happen to ourfelves, who referable the Character 
* of the Suffering Perfons.

I ihall take another Opportunity to obferve, that a Per- 
fon of an abfolute and confummate Virtue ihould never 
be introduced in Tragedy, and Ihall only remark in this 
Place, that the foregoing Obfervation of Arijiotle, tho’ it 
may be true in other Occafions, does not hold in this; 
becaufe in the prefent Cafe, though the Perfons who fall 
into Misfortune are of the moft perfect and confummate 
Virtue, it is not to be confidered as what may poflibly 
be, but w’hat actually is our own Cafe ; fince we are 
embarked with them on the fame Bottom, and muft be 
Partakers of their Happinefs or Mifery.

IN this, and fome other very few Inftances, Arijiotle s 
Rules for Epic Poetry (which he had drawn from his 
Reflexions upon Homer) cannot be fuppofed to quadrate 
exactly with the Heroic Poems which have been made 
fince his Time; fince it is plain his Rules would ftill have 
been more perfeft, could he have perufed the AEneid 
which was made fome hundred Years after his Death.

IN my next, I ihall go through other Parts of Miltons 
Poem; and hope that what I fliall there advance, as well 
as what I have already written, will not only ferve as a 
Comment upon Milton, but upon Arijiotle.

№ 274 Monday, January 14.

Audire eJi opera pretium, procedere reUe 
^ui machis non ‘vultis

Hor. Sat. 2.1. 1. v. 37.
All you, ‘who think the City ne'er can thrive, 
Till evry Cuckold-maker sJlay'd alive, 
Attend.' ■ Pope.

I Have upon feveral Occafions (that have occurred fince 
I firft took into my Thoughts the prefent State of 
Fornication) weighed with myfelf, in behalf of guilty 

Females, the Impulfes of Fleih and Blood, together with 
th© 
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the Arts and Galantries of crafty Men ; and refled with 
fome Scorn that moft Part of what we in our Youth think 
gay and polite, is nothing elfe but an Habit of indulging 
a Pruriency that Way. It will coft fome Labour to 
bring People to fo lively a Senfe of this, as to recover the 
manly Modefty in the Behaviour of my Men Readers, and 
the baihful Grace in the Faces of my Women; but in all 
Cafes which come into Debate, there are certain things 
previoufly to be done before we can have a true Light 
into the Subject Matter; therefore it will, in the firft 
Place, be neceffary to confider the impotent Wenchers 
and induftrious Hags, who are fupplied with, and are 
conftantly fupplying new Sacrifices to the Devil of Luft. 
You are to know then, if you are fo happy as not to 
know it already, that the great Havock which is made in 
the Habitations of Beauty and Innocence, is committed 
by fuch as can only lay wafte and not enjoy the Soil. 
When you obferve the prefent State of Vice and Virtue, 
the Offenders are fuch as one would think ihould have 
no Impulfe to what they are purfuing; as in Bufinefs,you 
fee fometimes Fools pretend to be Knaves, fo inPleafure, 
you will find old Men fet up for Wenchers. This latter 
fort of Men are the great Bafts and Fund of Iniquity in 
the Kind we are fpeaking of·. You ihall have an old rich 
Man often receive Scrawls from the feveral Quarters of 
the Town with Defcriptions of the new Wares in their 
Hands if he will pleafe to fend Word when he will be 
waitedon. This Interview is contrived, and the Innocent 
is brought to fuch Indecencies as from time to time ba- 
ni(h Shame and raife Defire. With thefe Preparatives the 
Hags break their Wards by little and little, ’till they are 
brought to lofe all Apprehenfions of what ihall befal them 
in the Poffeflion of younger Men. It i? a common Poft- 
fcript of a Hag to a young Fellow whom ihe invites to a 
new Woman, She has, I ajjure youJeen none but old Mr 
Such-a-one. It pleafes the old Fellow that the Nymph 
is brought to him unadorned, and from his Bounty ihe 
is accommodated with enough to drefs her for other Lo­
vers. This is the moft ordinary Method of bringing Beau­
ty and Poverty into the Poffeflion of the Town: But the 
particular Cafes of kind Keepers, ikilful Pimps, and all 
others who drive a feparate Trade, and are not in the ge­

neral
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neral Society or Commerce of Sin, will require diftinft 
Confederation. At the fame time that we are thus fevere 
on the Abandoned, we are to reprefent the Cafe of others 
with that Mitigation as the Circumftances demand. Cal­
ling Names does no Good; to fpeak worfe of any thing 
than it deferves, does only take off from the Credit of 
the Accufer, and has implicitly the Force of an Apology 
in the Behalf of the Perfon accufed. We ihall therefore, 
according as the Circumftances differ, vary our Appel­
lations of thefe Criminals: Thofe who offend only againft 
themfelves, and are not Scandalous to Society, but out of 
Deference to the foberPart of the World, have fo much 
Good left in them as to be aihamed, muft not be huddled 
in the common Word due to the worft of Women; but 
Regard is to be had to their Circumftances when they fell, 
to the uneafy Perplexity under which they lived under 
fenfelefs and fevere Parents, to the Importunity of Po­
verty, to the Violence of a Paffion in its Beginning well 
grounded, and all other Alleviations which make unhappy 
Women refign the Charafteriftick of their Sex, Modefty. 
To do otherwife than thus, would be to aft like a Pe- 
'dantick Stoick, who thinks all Crimes alike, and not like 
an impartial Spectator, who looks upon them with 
all the Circumftances that diminiih or enhance the Guilt. 
I am in hopes, if this Subjeit be well purfued, Women 
will hereafter from their Infancy be treated with an Eye 
to their future State in the World ; and not have their 
Tempers made too untraftable from an improper Sournefs 
or Pride, or too complying from Familiarity or Forward- 
nefs contrafted at their own Houfes. After thefe Hints 
on this Subjeft, I ihall end this Paper with the following 
genuine Letter; and defire all who think they may be 
concerned in future Speculations on this Subjeft, to fend 
in what they have to fay for themfelves for fome Inci­
dents in their Lives, in order to have proper Allowances 
made for their Conduft.

>. Spectator, ^».5,1711.
« r H E Subjeft of your Yefterday’s Paper is of fo 
* X great Importance, and the thorough handling of 
* it may be fo very ufeful to the Prefervation of many 
‘ an innocent young Creature, that I think every one is

* obliged

* obliged to furniih you with what Lights he can, to ex- 
‘ pofe the pernicious Artsand Praftices of thofe unnatural 

Women called Bawds. In "order to this the Inclofed is 
fent you, which is ’verbatim the Copy of a Letter written 

‘ by a Bawd of Figure in this Town to a noble Lord. I 
have concealed the Names of both, my Intention being

* not to expofe the Perfons but the Thing. ·
1 am, SIR,

Your bumble Servant.My Lord,
* T a greatEfteem for your Honour, and a better 
t JL Opinion of you than of any of the Quality, makes 
4 me acquaint you of an Affair that I hope will oblige 
€ you to know. I have a Neice that came to Town about 
( a Fortnight ago, Her Parents being lately dead ihe came 
, to me, expefting to a found me in fo good a Condition 
, us to a fet her up in a Milliner’s Shop. Her Father gave 
, fourfcore Pounds with her for five Years: Her Time is 
t out, and ihe is not Sixteen; as pretty a black Gentle- 
t woman as ever you faw, a little Woman, which I know 
, your Lordihip likes: well ihaped, and as fine a Com­

plexion for Red and White as ever I faw ; I doubt not 
« y°Ur will be of the fame Opinion. She 
t dengns to go down about a Month hence except I can 

provide for her, which I cannot at prefent; Her Father 
* was one with whom all he had died with him, fo there is 

' tour Children left deftitute; fo if your Lordihip thinks 
nt to make an Appointment where I ihall wait on yon 
with my Neice, by a Line or two, I ftay for your An- 

. u rr 1 ^aVe no ^ace ^tt:ed up fence I left my 
« mij’ to- entertain y°ur Honour. I told her ihe 
t p · j $r me t0 ^ee a Gentleman a very good
4 rnend of mine; fo I defire you to take no notice of 
t my Letter by reafon ihe is ignorant of the Ways of the 
4 1^w11· My Lord, I defire if you meet us to come 

alone; for upon my Word and Honour you are the firit
- taat ever I mentioned her to. So I remain.

Your Lordjhifs
Moji humble Servant to command.

t0 burn iC When T
Yuefdayy
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____ tribus Anticyris caput infanabile---------
Hor. Ars Poet. v. 300.

A Head, no Helebore can cure.

IWAS Yefterday engaged in an Affembly of Virtuo- 
fos, where one of them produced many curious Ob- 
fervations which he had lately made in the Anatomy 

of an Human Body. Another of the Company commu­
nicated to us feveral wonderful Difcovenes, which he 
had alfo made on the fame Subjeft, by the Help of very 
fine Glafles. This gave Birth to a great Variety of un­
common Remarks, and furmihed Difcourfe for the re­
maining Part of the Day.

THE different Opinions which were ftarted on this 
Occafion, prefented to my Imagination fo many new 
Ideas that by mixing with thofe which were already 
there, they employed my Fancy all the laft Night, and 
compofed a very wild extravagant Dream. ,

I was invited, methought, to the Difledtion of a Beau s 
Head and of a Coquette's Heart, which were both of them 
laid on a Table before us. An imaginary Operator opened 
the firft with a great deal of Nicety, which, upon a cur- 
fory and fuperficial View, appeared like the Head of 
another Man; but upon applying our Glafles to it, we 
made a very odd Difcovery, namely, that what we look­
ed upon as Brains, were not fuch in reality, but an Heap 
of ftrange Materials wound up in that Shape and Texture, 
and packed together with wonderful Art in the feveral 
Cavities of the Scull. For, as Homer tells us, that the 
Blood of the Gods is not real Blood, but only fomethmg 
like it; fo we found that the Brain of a Beau is not real 
Brain, but only fomething like it.

THE Pineal Gland, which many of our Modern Phi- 
lofbphers fuppofeto be the Seat of the Soul, fmelt very 
ftrone of Eflence and Orange-flower Water, and was en- 
compafled witha kind, of horny Subftance, cut into a thou- 
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fand little Faces or Mirrours, which were imperceptible 
to the naked Eye, infomuch that the Soul, if there had 
been any here, muft have been always taken up in con­
templating her own Beauties. *

WE obferved a long Antrum or Cavity in the Sincitut 
that was filled with Ribbons, Lace and Embroidery’ 
wrought together in a moft curious Piece of Network’ 
tie Parts of which were likewife imperceptible to the 
naked Eye. Another of thefe Antrums or Cavities was 
Med with invifible Billet-doux, Love-Letters, pricked 
Dances, and other Trumpery of the fame Nature. In ano 
ther we found a kind of Powder, which fet the whole 
Company a Sneezing, and by the Scent difcovered itfelf 
» be „ght Sf ¡ji. ne 0(her
With Commodities of the fame kind, of which it would 

T H FUR F gWe Reader án exa¿t ^ventory
Ji Ta WaS a arge CavitX on each flde of the Head 
W. ,ch I muft not omit· Tiiat on the right Side was 
with Fidions, Flatteries, and Fallhoodsf Vows Pronflf^ 
and Proteftations; that on the left with Oaths and Tmn ' 
S’· Th£re a of SS’
Which ran into the Root of the Tongue, where

r tne 1 ip of it We difcovered feveral little Roads nr 
Canals running from the Ear into the Brain, and took Dar 
ticuiar care to trace them out through their feveral Paf 
fages. One of them extended itfelf to a Bundle of Sn» 
nets and little mufical Inftruments. Others endedAf 
veral Bladders which were filled either with w j^e’ 
of the sin ?e Canal entered int0 a great Cavity 
of the Skull, from whence there went another Pa nd · 
the Tongue. This great Cavity tv
fpungy Subaance, which the Fmh Anatomifts caí G» 
Katias, and theE^/^ Nonfenfe. U

THE Skins of the Forehead were extremelv j 
thick, and, what very much furprifed us, had not d 
anyfingle Blood-veflel that we were able to difrnheni 
«her with or without our Glaffes; from whe^X’ 
eluded that the Party when alive muft havebe-n inri °?' 
deprived of the Faculty ofBlulhing. ^ely

THE Os Cribriforme was exceedingly fluffed and in 
feme Places damaged with Snufl. We & not but till”

K 2
nonce
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notice in particular of that fmall Mufcle which is not often 
¿¡{covered in Diffeétions, and draws the Nofe upwards, 
when it expreffes the Contempt which the Owner of it 
has, upon feeing any thing he does not like, or hearing 
a iy thing he does notunderiland. I need not tell my learned 
Reader, this is that Mufcle which performs the Motion fo 
often mentioned by the Latin Poets, when they talk of a 
Man’s cocking his Nofe, or playing the Rhinoceros.

W E did not find any thing very remarkable in the Eye, 
Paving only, that the Mufculi Amatorii, or, as we may 
tranflate it into Englijh, the Ogling Mufcles, were very 
much worn and decayed with ufe ; whereas on the con­
trary, the Elevator, or the Mufcle which turns the Eye to­
wards Heaven, did not appear to have been ufed at all.

I have only mentioned in this Diffeétion fuch new Dif- 
coveries as we were able to make, and have not taken any 
notice of thofe Parts which are to be met with in com­
mon Heads. As for the Skull, the Face, and indeed the 
whole outward Shape and Figure of the Head, we could 
not difcover any Difference from what we obferve in the 
Heads of other Men. We were informed, that the Per- 
fon to whom this,Head belonged, had paffed for a Man 
above five and thirty Years; during which time he Eat 
and Drank like other People, dreffed well, talked loud, 
laugh’d frequently, and on particular Occafions had ac­
quitted himfelf tolerably at a Ball or an Affembly ; to 
which one of the Company added, that a certain Knot 
of Ladies took him for a Wit. He was cut off in the 
Flower of his Age by the Blow of a Paring-ihovel, hav­
ing been furprifed by an eminent Citizen, as he was ten- 
dring fome Civilities to his Wife.

W H EN we had thoroughly examined this Head with 
all its Apartments, and its lèverai kinds of Furniture, we 
put up the Brain, fuch as it was, into its proper Place, 
and laid it afide under a broad Piece of Scarlet Cloth, in 
order to be prefared, and kept in a great Repofitoryof 
Diffeétions ; our Operator telling us chat the Preparation 
would not be fo difficult as that of another Brain, for that 
he had obferved feveral of the little Pipes and Tubes 
which ran through the Brain were already filled with a 
kind of Mercurial Subftance, which he looked upon to 
be true Quick-filver.

HE appliedhimfelfin the next Place to the Coquette's 
Heart, which he likewife laid open with great Dexterity. 
There occurred to us many Particularities in this Dif- 
feftion ; but being unwilling to burden my Reader’s Me­
mory too much, I fhall referve this Subject for the Spe­
culation of another Day. L

№276 Wednefday^ January 16.

Errori nomen virtue fofuijjet honejtum.
Hor. Sat. 3. I. 1. v. 4.2, 

MifconduSl for eend behind a ffecious Name.
Mr. Spectator,

I Hope you have Philofophy enough to be capable of
bearing the mention of your Faults. Your Papers
which regard the fallen Part of the Fair Sex, are, I 

‘ think, written with an Indelicacy, which makes them 
‘ unworthy to be inferted in the Writings of a Moraliit 
* who knows the World. I cannot allow that you are at 
‘ liberty to obferve upon the Aérions of Mankind with 
‘ the Freedom which you feem to refolve upon ; at icalt
4 if you do fo, you ihould take along with you the Di- 
‘ flinétion of Manners of the World, according to the 
‘ Quality and Way of Life of the Ferions concerned. A 
* Man of Breeding fpeaks of even Misfortune am«ng La- 
* dies without giving it the moil terrible Afpeélit can bear : 
‘ And this Tendernefs towards them, is much more to be 
* preferved when you fpeak of Vices. All Mankind are fo 
* far related, that care is to be taken, in things to which 
4 all are liable, you do not mention what concerns one in 
4 Terms which fhall difguft another. Thus to tell a rich 
4 Man of the Indigence of aKinfman of his, or abruptly 
4 inform a virtuous Woman of the Lapfe of one who till 
4 then was in the fame degree of Efteem with herfelf, is in 
4 a kind involving each of them in fome Participation of 
4 thofe Difad vantages. It is therefore expeéted from every 
4 Writer, to treat his Argument in fuch a manner, as is 
* molt proper to entertain the fort of Readers to whom his

E 3 4 Dif.
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4 Difcourfe is direfled. It is not neceifary when you write 
4 to the Tea table, that you ihould draw Vices which carry 
4 all the Horror of Shame and Contempt: If you paint an 
4 impertinentSelf-love, an artful Glance, an aftumed Com- 
4 plexion, you fay all which you ought to fuppofe they 
4 can poflibly be guilty of. When you talk with this Li- 
4 mitation, you behave yourfelf fo 'as that you may expeft 
* others in Converfation may fecond your Rallery ; but 
4 when you do it in a Stile which every body elfe for- 
4 bears in refpefl to their Quality, they have an eafy Re- 
4 medy in forbearing to read you, and hearing no more

of their Faults. A Man that is now and then guilty of 
Intemperance is not to be called a Drunkard ; but the 

‘ P.ule of polite Rallery, is to fpeak of a Man’s Faults as 
‘ if you lov’d him. Of this nature is what was faid by

Cofer: When one was railing with an uncourtly Ve­
hemence, and broke out, What muft we call him who 
was taken hi an Intrigue with another Man’s Wife ? 
Cofer anfwered very gravely, A carelefi Fellow. This 
was at once a Reprimand for fpeaking of a Crime which 
in thofe Days had not the Abhorrence attending it as it 

« ought, as well as an Intimation that all intemperate Be- 
t haviour before Superiors lofes its Aim, byaccuiing in a 
» Method unfit for the Audience; A Word to the Wife. 
( All I mean here to fay. to you is; That the moil free 
< Perfon of Quality can go no further than being a kind 
* Woman; and you ihould never fay of a Man of Figure

worfe, than that he knows the World.
2 am, SIR,

Your mojl humble Servant,
Francis Courtly.

Mr. Spectator,
4 T Am a Woman of an unfpotted Reputation, and know 
4 A nothing I have ever done which ihould encourage- 
* fuch Infolence; but here was one the other Day, and 
* he was drefs’d like a Gentleman too, who took the Li- 
4 berty to name the Words, Lujly Fellow, in my Prefence. 
* I doubt not but you will refent it in behalf of,

SIR, Your humble Servant,
CE LIA.

Mr*
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Mr. Spectator,

YO U lately put out a dreadful Paper, wherein you 
promife a full Account of the State of criminal

* Love; and call all the Fair who have tranfgrefled in 
* that kind by one very rude Name which I do not care 
* to repeat: But I defire to know of you whether I am 
4 or I am not of thofe ? My Cafe is as follows. I am 
4 kept by an old Bachelor, who took me fo young, 
4 that I knew not how he came by me : He is a Bencher 
4 of one of the Inns of Court, a very gay healthy old 
4 Man; which is a very lucky thing for him, who has 
4 been, he tells me, a Scowrer, a Scamperer, a Breaker of 
4 Windows, an. Invader of Conilables, in the Days of 
4 Yore, when all Dominion ended with the Day, and 
4 Males and Females met helter fkelter, and the Scowrers
4 drove before them all who pretended to keep up Order 
4 or Rule to the Interruption of Love and Honour. This 
4 is his way of Talk, for he is very gay when he vifits 
4 me; but as his former Knowledge of the Town has 
4 alarmed him into an invincible Jealoufy, he keeps me 
* in a pair of Slippers-, neat Bodice, warm Petticoats, and 
4 my own Hair woven in Ringlets, after a Manner, he 
4 fays, he remembers. I am not Miftrefs of one Farthing 
4 of Money, but have all Neceffaries provided for me, 
4 under the Guard of one who procured for him while 
4 he had any Defires to gratify. I know nothing of a 
4 Wench’s Life, but the Reputation of it: I have a natu- 
4 ral Voice, and. a pretty untaught Step in Dancing. His 
4 Manner is to bring an old Fellow who has been his Ser- 
4 vant from his Youth, and is gray-headed: This Man 
4 makes on the Violin a certain Jiggiih Noife to which I 
4 dance, and when that is over I fing to him fome loofe 
4 Air that has more Wantonnefs than Mufick in it. You 
4 muft have feen a ftrange window’d Houfe near Hide- 
* Park, which is fo built that no one can look out of any 
4 of the Apartments; my Rooms are after that manner, 
4 and I never fee Man, Woman or Child, but in Company 
4 with the two Perfons above-mentioned. He fends me 
4 in all the Books, Pamphlets, Plays, Operas and Songs 
4 that come out; and his utmoft Delight in me as a Wo- 
f man, is to talk over all his old Amours in my Prefence,

E 4 to
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4 to. play with my Neck, fay the Timenuas, give me a 
* Kifs, and bid me be fare to follow the Directions of my 
4 Guardian, (the above-mentioned Lady) and I ihallne- 
* ver want. The Truth of my Cafe is, I fuppofe, that 
* I was educated for a Purpofe he did not know hefhould 
4 be unfit for when I came to Years. Now, Sir, what I 
4 afk of you, as a Cafuift, is to tell me how far in thefe 
4 Circumftances I am innocent, though fubmiffive he 
4 guilty, though impotent ?

lam, 3 1 R,
Your conftant Reader,

PUC ELLA.

To the Man called the S p E c t a t o r.
Friend,

* X? URAS MUCH as at the Birth of thy Labour, thou 
* J? didft promife upon thy Word, that letting alone 
* the Vanities that do abound, thou wouldft only endea- 
* vour to ftrengthen the crooked Morals of this our Ba- 
4 bylon, I gave Credit to thy fair Speeches, and admit- 
4 ted one of thy Papers, every Day fave Sunday, into my 
* Houfe ; for the Edification of my Daughter Tabitha, 
* and to the end that Sufannah the Wife of my Bofom 
4 might profit thereby. But alas I my Friend, I find that 
4 thou art a Liar, and that the Truth is not in thee; elfe 
4 why didft thou in a Paper which thou didft lately put 
4 forth, make mention of thofe vain Coverings for the 
4 Heads of our Females, which thou loveft to liken unto 
4 Tulips, and which are lately fprung up among us ? Nay 
4 why didft thou make mention of them in fuch a feem- 
4 ing, as if thou didft approve the Invention, infomuch 
4 that my Daughter Tabitha beginneth to wax wanton, 
4 and to lull after thefe fooliih Vanities ? Surely thou doft 
< fee with the Eyes of the Fleih. Verily therefore, unlefs 
< thou doft fpeedily amend and leave off following thine 
* own Imaginations, I will leave off thee.

Thy Friend as hereafter thou doft demean thyfelf, 
T Hezekiah Broadbrim.

Thurfday^
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11 11 fas eft & ab hofte doceri.
Ovid.. Met. 1. 4. v. 4284

Receive Inftruilion from an Enemy»

I Prefume I need not inform the Polite Part of my 
Readers, that before our Correfpondence with Fra»« ■ 
was unhappily interrupted by the War,.our Ladies had 

all their Faihions fronr thence; which the Milliners took: 
care to furniih them, with by means of a Jointed Baby1,, 
that came regularly over,, once a Month, habited after 
the manner of the moft eminent Toafts in Paris.

I am credibly, informed, that even in the hotteft time 
of the War, the Sex.made.feveral Efforts, and raifed large' 
Contributions towards the Importation of this wooden* 
Madamoifelle.

WHETHER the Veffel they fet out was loft or' 
taken, or whether its Cargo was feizedon by the Officers 
of the Cuftom-houfe as a piece of Contraband Goods, I 
Have not yet been able to learn ; it.is, however,, certain 
their firft Attempts were without Succefs, to the no fmall· 
Difappointment.of our whole Female World; but as their 
Conftancy and Application, in a matter of fo great Im­
portance, can never be Efficiently commended, I anv 
glad to find,, that in fpite of. all Oppofition, they have 
at· length carried their Point, of which,Lreceived Advice.. 
by the two following Letters,.

Mr. Spectator,,
‘ T AM fd great a Lover of whatever is French', that: 
4 ·*■ I lately difcarded’an humble Admirer, becaufe he. 
4 neither fpoke that" Tongue, nor drank .Claret.. I have. 
*' long bewailed, in fecret, the Calamities of my Sexdur- 
4 ing the War,, in all which time we have laboured, under. 
4 the infupportable Inventions of Engli/b ’Tvxe,Women, 
4 who, tho’ they fometimes copy indifferently well, can 
s* never compofe with that Gout they do in France.

E 5.., «JI



* I was almoft in Defpair of ever more feeing a Model 
* from that dear Country, when laft Sunday I over-heard 
* a Lady, in the next Pew to me, whifper another, that at 
* the Seven Stars in King-jlreet Covent-garden, there was 
• a Madamoifelle completely dreffed juft come from Paris.

* I was in the utmoft Impatience during the remaining-. 
* part of the Service,and as foon as ever it was over, hav- 
* ing learnt the Milliner’s Addreffe, 1 went direétly to 
* her Houfe in King-ftreet, but was told that the French 
* Lady was at a Perfon of Quality’s in Pall-mall, and 
‘ would not be back again ’till very late that Night. I 
* was therefore obliged to renew my Vifit very early this 
* Morning, and had then a full View of the dear Moppet 
* from Head to Foot.

* YOU cannot imagine, worthy Sir, how ridiculoufly 
• J find we have all been trufled up during the War, and 
* how infinitely the French Drefs excels ours.

* T HE Mantua has no Leads in the Sleeves, and I 
* hope we are not lighter than the French Ladies, fo as to 
• want that kind ofBallaft; the Petticoat has no Whale- 
* bone, but fits with an Air altogether galant and dégagé: 
* the Coiffure is inexpreflibly pretty, and in ihort, the. 
* whole Drefs has a thoufand Beauties in it, which I 
* would not have as yet made too publick.

* I thought fit, however, to give this Notice, that you 
* may not be furprifed at my appearing à la mode de Paris 
* on the next Birth-night.

1 am, S 1 R, your humble Servant,
Teramin ta»

WITHIN an Hour after I had read this Letter,. I 
received another from the Owner of the Puppet.

SIR,
* Saturday laft being the izth Inftant, there ar- 
* rived at my Houfe in King-jlreet, Covent-Garden, 
* a -French Baby for the Year 1712. I have taken the ut- 
• moft Care to have her drefled by the moft celebrated 
* Tire-women and Mantua-makejs in Paris, and do not
4 find that I have any Reafon to be forry for the Expence 
* I have been at in her Clothes and Importation : How- 
* ever, as I know no Perfon who is fo good a Judge of

‘ Drefs

♦ Drefs as yourfelf, if you pleafe to call at my Houfe in. 
* your Way to the City, and take a view of her, I pro- 
* mife to amend whatever you ihall difapprove in your 
* next Paper, before I exhibit her as a Pattern to the; 
4 Publick.

l am, S 1 R,
Four moji humble Admirer,

and mojl obedient Servant,,

Betty Crofs-ftitch.

AS I am willing to do any thing in reafon forthe Ser­
vice of my Country-women, and had much rather pre­
vent Faults than find them, I went laft Night to the; 
Houfe of the above-mentioned Mrs. Crofs-jlitch.. As foon 
as I enter’d, the Maid of the Shop, who, I fuppofe, was- 
prepared for my coming, without aiking me any Quefti- 
ons, introduced me to the little Damfel, and ran away to·· 
call her Miftrefs.

THE Puppet was drefled in a Cherry-coloured Gown 
and Petticoat, with a ihort working Apron over it, which 
difcovered her Shape to the moft Advantage. Her Hair 
was cut and divided very prettily, with feveral Ribbons- 
ftuck up and down in it. The Milliner aflured me, that, 
her Complexion was fuch as was worn by all the Ladies 
of the beft Faihion in Paris. Her Head was extremely 
high, on which Subjeft having long fince declared my 
Sentiments, I ihall fay nothing more to it at prefent.. I 
was alfo offended at a fmall Patch ihe wore on her Breaft, 
which I cannot fuppofe is placed there with any good 
Defigm.

HER Necklace was of an immoderate Length, being; 
tied before in fuch a manner, that the, two Enda hung, 
down to her Girdle; but whether thefe iupply the Place 
©f Kifling-ftrings in our Enemy’s Country, and whether 
our Britijh Eadies have any occafion for them, 1 ihall 
leave to their ferious Confideration.

AFTER having obferved the Particulars of her Drefs,. 
as Iwas taking a view of it altogether, the Shop-maid,, 
who is a pert Wench, told me that Madamoifelle had 
fomething very curious in the tying of her Garters-; but 

ass
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as I pay a due Refpeft even to a pair of Sticks when 
they are in Petticoats, I did not examine into that Pa- 
ticular.

UPON the whole I was well enough pleafed with 
the Appearance of this gay Lady, and the more fo be- 
caufe ihe was not Talkative, a Quality very rarely to be 
met with in the reft of her Country-women.

AS I was taking my leave, the Milliner farther in­
formed me, that with the Affiftance of a Watch-maker,, 
who was her Neighbour, and the ingenious Mr^Po-xciZ^ 
fhe had alfo contrived another Puppet, which by the 
help of feveral little Springs to be wound up within it, 
could move all its Limbs, and that ihe had fent it over 
to her Correfpondent in Paris to be taught the various 
.Leanings and Bendings of the Head, the Rifing of the 
Bofom, the Curtfy and Recovery, the genteel Trip, and 
the agreeable Jet, as they are now pra&ifed in the Court 
©f France.

SHE added that ihe hoped ihe might depend upon 
having my Encouragement as foon as it arrived; but as 
this was a Petition of too great Importance to be an- 
fwered extempore, I left her without Reply, and made 
the b'eft of my way to Will Hon e ygom b’s Lodg­
ings, without whole Advice I never communicate any 
thing to the Publick of this nature. X

№278 Friday, ’January i8s

I------------- Ser manes ego mallem
Repentes per humum·......... Hor. Ep. 1. 1. 2. V. 25^ 
Prather choofe a low and creeping Stile.

Mr. Spectator,

SIR,

YOUR having done considerable Services in this 
great City, by reftifying the Diforders of Fa­
milies, and feveral Wives having preferred your 

Advice and Directions to thole of their Hufbands, 
4 em-
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* emboldens me to apply to you at this time. I am a 
* Shop-keeper, and tho’ but a young Man, I find' by 
* Experience that nothing but the utmoft Diligence 
* both of Hulband and Wife (among trading People) 
* can keep Affairs in any tolerable. Order. My Wife 
* at the Beginning of our Eftablifhment fhewed herfelf 
* very affifting to me in my Bufinefs as much as could 
4 lie in her Way, and I have Reafon to believe ’twas 
4 with her Inclination ; but of late ihe has got acquainted 
4 with a Schoolman, who values himfelf for his great 
* Knowledge in the Greek Tongue. He entertains her 
* frequently in the Shop with Difcourfes of the Beauties 
4 and Excellencies of that Language; and repeats to 
4 her feveral Paffages out of the Greek Poets, wherein 
4 he tells her there is unfpeakable Harmony and agree- 
4 able Sounds that all other Languages are wholly unac- 
4 quainted with. He has fo infatuated her with his Jar- 
4 gon, that inftead of ufmg her former Diligence in the 
4 Shop, ihe now negledts the Affairs of the Houfe, and 
4 is wholly taken up with her Tutor in learning by 
4 heart Scraps of Greek, which ihe vents upon all Occa- 
4 irons. She.told me fome Days ago, that whereas I ufe 
4 fome Latin Infcriptions in my Shop, ihe advifed me with 
4 a great deal of Concern to have them changed into 
4 Greek; it being a Language lefs underftood, would be 
4 more conformable to the Myftery of my Profeffion·; 
4 that our good Friend would be affifting to us in this 
4 Work; and that a certain Faculty of Gentlemen 
4 would find themfelves fo much obliged to me, that they 
4 would infallibly make my Fortune : In ft or t her fre- 
4 quent Importunities upon this and other Imperti- 
4 nencies of the like nature make me very uneafy ;
4 and if your Remonftrances have no more Efteft upon
4 her than mine, I am afraid I fhall be obliged to ruin
4 myfelf to procure her a Settlement, at Qx/W with her 
4 Tutor, for fte’s already too mad for Bedlam. Now, 
4 Sir, you fee the Danger my Family is expofed to* 
4 and the Likelihood of my Wife’s becoming both trou- 
4 blefom and ufelefs, unlefs her reading herfelf in your 
4 Paper may make her reflect. She is fo very learned 
4 that I cannot pretend by Word of Mouth to argue 
4 with her. She laugh’d out at your ending a Paper in

4 Greek*
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* Greek, and faid ’twas a Hint to Women of Litera- 
‘ ture, and very civil not to translate it to expofe them; 
‘ to the vulgar. You fee how it is with,

5 1 Rr Your humble Servant.

Mr. S P E C T A T O R,
* T F you have that Humanity and Companion in your 
* Nature that you take fuch Pains to make one: 
4 think you have, you will not deny your Advice to a 
* diftreffed Damfel, who intends to be determined by 
* your Judgment.in a Matter of great Importance to 
* her. You muft know then. There is an agreeable 
* young Fellow, to whofe Perfon, Wit, and Humour 
* no Body makes any Objeflion, that pretends to have 
* been long in Love with me. To this I muft add, 
* (whether it proceeds from the Vanity of my Nature, 
4 or the feeming Sincerity of my Lover, I won’t pretend 
4 to fay) that I verily believe he has a real Value for 
* me; which if true, you’ll allow may juftly augment 
1 his Merit with his Miftrefs. In ihort, I am fo fenfible 
* of his good Qualities, and what I owe to his Paffion, 
4 that I think I could fooner refolve to give up my 
* Liberty to him than any Body elfe, were there not 
4 an Objection to be made to his Fortunes, in regard 
* they don’t anfwer the utmoft mine may exped^ and 
* are not fufficient to fecure me from undergoing the 
4 reproachful Phrafe fo commonly ufed, That ihe has 
4 played the Fool. Now, tho’ I am one of thofe few 
4 who heartily defpife Equipage, Diamonds, and a Cox- 
4 comb, yet iince fuch oppofite Notions from mine pre- 
4 vail in the World, even amongft the bed, and fuch as 
4 are efteemed the moft prudent People, I can’t find 
* in my Heart to refolve upon incurring the Cenfure 
4 of thofe wife Folks, which I am confcious I ihall do, 
4 if when I enter into a married State, I difcover a 
4 Thought beyond that of equalling, if not advancing 
4 my Fortunes. Under this Difficulty I now labour, 
4 not being in the leaft determined whether I ihall be go- 
4 verned by the vain World, and the frequent Examples 
4 I meet with, or hearken to the Voice of my Lover, and 
5 the Motions I find in my Heart in. favour of him. Sir,

‘ Your
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4 Your Opinion and Advice in this Affair, is. the only
4 thing I know can turn the Balance ; and which I ear- 
4 neftly intreat I may receive foon; for ’till I have your
4 Thoughts upon it, I am engaged not to give my Swain
4 a final Difcharge.

4 BESIDES the particular Obligation you will lay 
4 on me, by giving this Subject Room in one of your 
4 Papers, ’tis poffible it may be of ufe to fome others of' 
4 my Sex, who will be as grateful for the Favour as,

S 1 R, Your humble Servant,

Florinda,

P. S. To tell you. the Truth T am married to him already 
hut pray fay fomething to jufify me.

Mr. Spectator,
4 XT OU will forgive us Profeffors of Mufick if we
4 X make a fecond Application to you, in order to 
4 promote our Defign of exhibiting Entertainments of 
4 Mufick in York-buildings. It is induftrioufly infinuated 
4 that our Intention is to deftroy Operas in general, 
4 but we beg of you to infertthis plain Explanation of 
4 ourfelves in your Paper. Our Purpofe is only to im» 
4 prove our Circumftances, by improving the Art which
4 we profefs. We fee it utterly deftroyed at prefent,
4 and as we were the Perfons who introduced Operas,.
4 we think it a groundlefs Imputation that we ihould fet 
4 up againft the Opera itfelf. What we pretend to 
4 affert is. That the Songs of different Authors injudi- 
4 cioufly put together, and a foreign Tone and Manner 
4 which are expected in every thing now performed.
4 among us, has put Mufick itfelf to a ftand; infomuch 
4 that the Ears of the People cannot now be entertained.
4 with any thing but what has an impertinent Gaiety, 
4 without any juft Spirit, or a Languiffiment of Notes, 
4 without any Paffion or Common Senfe. We hope 
4 thofe Perfons of Senfe and Quality who have done 
4 us the Honour to fubfcribe, will not be aihamed 
4 of their Patronage towards us, and not receive Impref- 
‘ irons that patronifing us is being.for or againft the Opera, 

i but 
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‘ but truly promoting their own Diverfions in a more- 

juft and elegant Manner than has been hitherto per- 
1 formed.

are, SIR,
Your moft humble Servants,

Thomas Claytoni 
Nicolino Haym. 
Charles Dieupart.

There will le- no Performances in York-buildings till' 
after that of the Sulfcript ion. T
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Reddere perfonce fat convenientia cuidag.
Hor. Ars Poet. v. 316.

Ue knows what left befits each Char alter..

WE have already taken a general Survey of tire 
Fable and Charafters in Milton's Paradife Loft. 
The Parts-which remain to be confidered, ac­

cording to Ariftotles Method, are the Sentiments the 
Language. Before Lenter upon the firft of thefe, I muft 
advertife my Reader, that it is my Defign as foon as I 
have finifhed my general Reflexions on thefe four feveral 
Heads, to give particular Inftances out of the Poem 
which is now before us of Beauties and Imperfeftions 
which may be obferved under each of them, as alfo of 
fuch other Particulars, as may. not properly fall under 
any of them. This; I thought fit to premife, that the 
Reader may not judge too haftilyof this Piece of Criti- 
cpfm, or look upon it as imperfeft, before he has feen the 
whole Extent of it.

THE Sentiments in an Epic Poem are the Thoughts 
and Behaviour which the Author afcribes to the Perfons 
whom he introduces, and are juft when they are con­
formable to the Charafters of the..feveral Perfons. The 
Sentiments have likewife a relation to- Things as well as

Perfons,.
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Perfons, and are then perfe<St when they are fuch as are 
adapted to the Subject. If in either of thefe Cafes the 
Poet endeavours to argue or explain, to magnify or di- 
minifh, to raife Love or Hatred, Pity or Terror, or any 
other Paflion, we ought to conflder whether the Senti­
ments he makes ufe of are proper for thofe Ends. Homer 
is cenfured by the Criticks for his Defeft as to this Par­
ticular in feveral parts of the Iliad and Odyffey, tho at 
the fame time thofe, who have treated this great Poet 
with Candour, have attributed this Defeft to the 1. imes 
in which he lived. It was the fault of the Age, and not 
of Homer, if there wants that Delicacy in fome of hrs 
Sentiments which now appears in the Works of Men of 
a much inferior Genius. Befides, if there are Blemiihes 
in any particular Thoughts, there is an infinite Beauty 
in the greateft Part of them. In ihort, if there are many 
Poets who would not have fallen into the Meannefs of 
fome of his Sentiments, there are none who could have 
rifen up to the Greatnefs of others. Virgil has excelled 
all others in the Propriety of his Sentiments. Milton 
{hines likewife very much in this Particular : Nor muft 
we omit one Confideration which adds to his Honour 
and Reputation. Homer and Virgil introduced Perfons 
whofe Charafters are commonly known among Men, 
and fuch as are to be met with either in Hiftory, or in 
ordinary Converfation. Miltons Charafters, moft of them, 
lie out of Nature, and were to be formed purely by his 
own Invention. It ihews a greater Genius in Shakefpear 
to have drawn his Calyban, than his Hotfpur, or Julius 
C^efar: The one was to be fupplied out of his own 
Imagination, whereas the other might have been formed, 
upon Tradition, Hiftory and Obfervation. It was much 
eafier therefore for Homer to find proper Sentiments for 
an Aflembly of Grecian Generals, than for Milton to 
diverfify his infernal Council with proper Charafters, 
and infpire them with a Variety of Sentiments. The 
Loves of Dido and VEneas are only Copies of what has 
paAed between other Perfons. Adam and Eve, before 
the Fall, are a different Species from that of Mankind, 
who are defcended from them; and none but a Poet 
of the moft unbounded Invention, and the moft exqui- 
fite Judgment, could have filled their Converfation ar4
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Behaviour with To many apt Circumftances during their 
otate of Innocence.

N O R is it fufficient for an Epic Poem to be filled 
wrth fuch Thoughts as are Natural, unlefs it abound al­
io with fuch as are Sublime. Virgil in this Particular falls 
ihort of Homer. He has not indeed fo many Thoughts 
that are Low and V ulgar; but at the fame time has not 
io many Thoughts that are fublime and noble. The 
1 ruth of it is, Virgil feldom rifes into very aftoniftiing 
Sentiments, where he is not fired by the Iliad. He every 
where charms and pleafes us by the Force of his own 

enius ; but feldom elevates and tranfports us where he 
does not fetch his Hints from Homer.
. ETON'S chief Talent, and indeed his diftinguilh- 
ing Excellence, lies in the Sublimity of his Thoughts. 
There are others of the Moderns who rival him in every 
other Part of Poetry ; but in the Greatnefs of his Senti­
ments he triumphs over all the Poets both Modern and 
Ancient, Homer only excepted. It is impoffible for the 
Imagination of Man to diftend itfelf with greater Ideas, 
than thofe which he has laid together in his firft, fecond, 
and fixth Books. The feventh, which defcribes the Crea­
tion of the World, is likewife wonderfully fublime, tho’ 
not fo apt to ftir up Emotion in the Mind of the Reader, 
nor coniequently fo perfect in the Epic Way of Writing, 
becaufe is is filled with lefs Action. Let the judicious 
Reader compare what Longinus has obferved on feveral 
Mages in Homer, and he will find Parallels for moft of 
them in the Paradife Loji.

FROM what has been faid we may infer, that as 
there are two kinds of Sentiments, the Natural and the 
Sublime, which are always to be purfued in an Heroic 
Poem, there are alfo two kinds of Thoughts which are 
carefully to be avoided. The firft are fuch as are affeCted 
and unnatural; the fecond fuch as are mean and vulgar. 
As for the firft kind of Thoughts, we meet with little or 
nothing that is like them in Virgil: He has none of 
thofe trifling Points and Puerilities that are fo often to 
be met with in Ovid, none of the Epigrammatick Turns 
©f Lucan, none of thofe fwelling Sentiments which are 
w frequent in Statius and Claudian, none of thofe mixed 
Embellifhments of Taj/o. Every thing is juft and natural.
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His Sentiments ihew that he had a perfect Infight into 
human Nature, and that he knew every thing whicn 
was the moil: proper to affect it.

Mr. Dryden has in fome Places, which I may hereafter 
take notice of, mifreprefented Virgil's way of think­
ing as to this Particular, in the Tranflation he has given, 
us of the ^neid. I do not remember that Homer any 
where falls into the Faults above-mentioned, which 
were indeed the falfe Refinements of later Ages. M/Aw, 
it muft be confeft, has fometimes erred in this Reipect, 
as I ihall ihew more at large in another Paper; tho 
considering how all the Poets of the Age m which he 
writ were infeCted with this wrong way of thinking, he 
is rather to be admired that he did not give more into 
it, than that he did fometimes comply with the vi­
cious Tafte which ftill prevails fo much among Modern 
Writers. , , ,. ,

BUT fince feveral Thoughts may be natural which 
are low and groveling, an Epic Poet ftiould not only 
avoid fuch Sentiments as are unnatural or affeCted, but 
alfo fuch as are mean and vulgar. Homer has opened a 
great Field of Rallery to Men of more Delicacy than 
Greatnefs of Genius', by the Homelinefs of fome of his 
Sentiments. But, as I have before faid, thefe are rather 
to be imputed to the Simplicity of the Age m which he 
lived, to which I may alfo add, of that which he de- 
fcribed, than to any Imperfection in that divine Poet. 
Zoilus, among the Ancients, and Monfieur Perrault,. 
among the Moderns, puihed their Ridicule very far upon 
him, on account of fome fuch Sentiments. There is 
no Blemiih to be obferved in Virgil under this Head, and 
but a very few in Milton.

I fliall give but one Inftance of this Impropriety of 
Thought m Homer, and at the fame time compare it 
with an Inftance of the fame Nature, both in Virgil and 
Milton. Sentiments, which raife Laughter, can very fel­
dom be admitted with any Decency into an Heroic 
Poem, whofe Bufinefs it is to excite Paffions of a much 
nobler Nature. Homer, however, in his Characters of 
Vulcan and Pherfites, in his Story of Mars and Venus, 
in his Behaviour of Irus, and in other Paffages, has been 
obferved to have lapfed into the Burlefque Character», 

and



and to have departed from that ferious Air which feems 
enential to the Magnificence of an Epic Poem. I re- 
member bat one Laugh in the whole rfneid, which rifes 
in the fifth Book, upon Monates, where he is repre- 
iented as thrown overboard, and drying himfelf upon 
a Rock. But this Piece of Mirth is fo well timed, that 
the ievereft Cntick can have nothing to fay againft it · 
vr 1S jin B°°k of Games and Diverfions, where 

the Reader’s Mind may be fuppofed to be fufliciently 
relaxed for fuch an Entertainment. The only Piece of 
PIeafantry m Paradife Loß, is where the Evil Spirits are 
defcnbed as rallying the Angels upon the Succefs of 
their new- invented Artillery. This Paffage I look upon 
to be the moft exceptionable in the whole Poem, as be­
ing nothing elfe but a String of Puns, and thofe too 
very indifferent ones.

-------—Satan beheld their Plight,
And to his Mates thus in Derifion call'd.

O Friends, why come not on thofe Vigors proud? 
Ere-while they fierce were coming, and when we,, 
so entertain them fair with open Front, 
AndBreafi, (what could we more ?) propounded term^ 
Of Compofition, ftraight they chang'd their Minds* 
Flew off, and into firange Vagaries fell 
As they would dance: yet for a Dance they feetnd 
Somewhat extravagant, and wild; perhaps 
F°r y°d of offer'd Peace ; but Ifuppofe 
If our Propofals once again were heard, 
Wefhould compel them to a quick Refult.

To whom thus Belial in like gamefome Mood: 
Leader, the Terms we fent were Terms of Weight, 
ÖZ'hard Contents, and full of force urg'd hornet 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them all,.
And ftumbled many: who receives them right,.
Had need from Head to Foot well underftandj 
Hot underftood, this Gift they have befides, 
Theyfhew us when our Foes walk not upright.

Thus they among themfelvei in pleafantvein 
Stoodfioffng—..... .  L

Monday*.
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Principibus placuiffe viris non ultima laus (ft.
Hor. Ep. 17.1. 1. v. 35,

To pleafe the Great is not the finalleji Praife.
Creech.

THE Defire of Pleafing makes a Man agreeable or 
unwelcome to thofe with whom he converfes, ac­
cording to the Motive from which that Incli­

nation appears to flow. If your Concern for pleafing 
others arifes from innate Benevolence, it never fails of 
Succefs ; if from a Vanity to excel, its Difappointment 
is no lefs certain. What we call an agreeable Man, 
is he who is endowed with the natural Bent to do ac­
ceptable things from a Delight he takes in them merely 
as fuch ; and the Affectation of that Character is what 
conftitutes a Fop. Under thefe Leaders one may draw 
yp all thofe who make any manner of Figure, except 
in dumb Show. A rational and felect Converfation is 
compofed of Perfons, who have the Talent of Pleafing 
with Delicacy of Sentiments flowing from habitual 
Chaftity of Thought ; but mixed Company is frequently 
made up of Pretenders to Mirth, and is ufually peftered 
with conftrained, obfcene, and painful Witticifms. Now 
and then you meet with a Man, fo exactly formed for 
Pleafing, that it is no matter what he is doing or faying, 
that is to fay, that there need no manner of Im­
portance in it, to make him gain upon every Body 
who hears or beholds him. This Felicity is not the Gift 
of Nature only, but muft be attended with happy Cir- 
cumftances, which add a Dignity to the familiar Beha­
viour which diftinguiihes him whom we call an agree­
able Man. It is from this that every Body loves and 
efteems Polycarpus. He is in the Vigour of his Age and 
the Gaiety of Life, but has pafled through very confpi- 
cuous Scenes in it ■, though no Soldier, he has fhared the

Danger,
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Danger, and afted with great Galantry and Generofity 
on a decisive Day of Battle. To have thofe Qualities 
which only make other Men confpicuous in the World as 
it were fupernumerary to him, is a Circumstance which 
gives Weight to his moft indifferent Aftions; for as a 
known Credit is ready Caih to a Trader, fo is acknow­
ledged Merit immediate Diftinftion, and ferves in the 
Place of Equipage to a Gentleman. This renders Poly- 
carpus graceful in Mirth, important in Bufmefs, and re­
garded with Love, in every ordinary Occurrence. But 
not to dwell upon Charafters which have fuch particular 
Recommendations to our Hearts, let us turn our Thoughts 
rather to the Methods of Pleafing which muft carry Men 
through the World who cannot pretend to fuch Advan­
tages. Falling in with the particular Humour or Manner 
of one above you, abftrafted from the general Rules of 
good Behaviour, is the Life of a Slave. A Parafite differs 
in nothing from the meaneft Servant, but that the Foot­
man hires himfelf for bodily Labour, fubjefted to go and 
come at the Will of his Maft€=4but the other gives up 
his very Soul: he is proftituted to fpeak, and profeffes to 
think after the Mode of him whom he courts. This 
Servitude to a Patron, in an honeft Nature, would be 
more grievous than that of wearing his Livery; there­
fore we will fpeak of thofe Methods only, which are 
worthy and ingenuous.

THE happy Talent of Pleafing either thofe above you 
or below you, feems to be wholly owing to the Opinion 
they have of your Sincerity. This Quality is to attend 
the agreeable Man in all the Aftions of his Life ; and I 
think there need no more be faid in Honour of it., than 
that it is what forces the Approbation even of your Op­
ponents. The guilty Man has an Honour for the Judge 
who with Juftice pronounces againft him the Sentence of 
Death itfelf. The Author of the Sentence at the Head of 
this Paper, was an excellent Judge of human Life, and 
paffed. his own in Company the moft agreeable that ever 
was in the World, ^ugujlus lived amongft his Friends, 
as if he had his Fortune to make in his own Court: Can­
dour and Affability, accompanied with as much Power as 
ever Mortal was veiled with, were what made him in 
the utmoft Manner agreeable among a Set of admirable

Men.
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Men, who had Thoughts too high for Ambition, an d 
Views too large to be gratified by what he could give 
them in the Difpofal of an Empire, without the Pleasures 
of their mutual Converfation. A·certain Unanimity of 
Tafte and Judgment, which is natural to all of the fame 
Order in the Species, was the Band of this Society ; and 
the Emperor affirmed no Figure in it, but what he thought 
was his due from his private Talents and Qualifications, 
as they contributed to advance the Pleafures and Senti­
ments of the Company.

CUNNING People, Hypocrites, all who are but 
half virtuous, or half wife, are incapable of tailing the re­
fined Pleafure of fuch an equal Company as could wholly 
exclude the Regard of Fortune in their Con verfations. 
Horace, in the Difcourfe from whence I take the Hint of 
the prefent Speculation, lays down excellent Rules for 
Conduft in Converfation with Men of Power; but he 
fpeaks it with an Air of one who had no Need of fuch an 
Application for any thing which related to himfelf. It 
fhews he underftood what it was to be a ikilful Courtier, 
by juft Admonitions againft Importunity, and fhewing 
how forcible it was to fpeak modeftly of your own Wants. 
There is indeed fomething fo ihamelefs in taking all Op­
portunities to fpeak of your own Affairs, that he who is 
guilty of it towards him -on whom he depends, fares like 
the Beggar, who expofes his Sores, which inftead of 
moving Compaffion makes the Man he begs of turn away 
from the Objeft.

I cannot tell what is become of him, but I remember 
about fixteen Years ago an honeft Fellow, who fo juftly 
underftood how difagreeable the Mention or Appearance 
of his Wants would make him, that I have often refleft- 
ed upon him as a Counterpart of Irus, whom I have for­
merly mentioned. This Man, whom I have miffed for 
fome Years in my Walks, and have heard was fome way 
employed about the Army, made it a Maxim, That good 
Wigs, delicate Linen, and a chearful Air, were to a poor 
Dependent the fame that working Tools are to a poor Ar­
tificer. It was no fmall Entertainment to me, who knew 
his Circumftances, to fee him, who had failed two Days, 
attribute the Thinnefs they told him of to the Violence of 

. fome Galantries he had.lately been guilty of. The ikilful
Diffembler
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Diffembler carried this on with the utmoft Addrefs; and 
if any fufpedted his Affairs were narrow, it was attribut­
ed to indulging himfelf in fome faihionable Vice rather 
than an irreproachable "Poverty, which faved his Credit 
with thofe on whom he depended.

THE main Art is to be as little troublefom as you 
can, and make all you hope for come rather as a Favour 
from your Patron than Claim from you. But I am here 
prating of what is the Method of Pleafmg fo as to fuc- 
ceed in the World, when there are Crowds who have, 
in City, Town, Court, and Country, arrived at confider- 
able Acquifitions, and yet feem incapable of aéting in 
any confiant Tenour of Life, but;have gone on from 
one fuccefsful Error to another : Therefore I think I 
may ihorten this Inquiry after the Method of Pleafing ; 
and as the old Beau faid to his Son, once for all, Pray, 
Jack, le a fine Gentleman, fo may I, to my Reader, abridge 
my Inftruétions, and finiih the Art of Pleafing, in a Word, 
Be rich f T
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PeUorilus inhians ffirantia confiulit exta.
Virg. JEn. 4. v. 64. 

.Anxious the reeking Entrails he confults.

HAVING already given an Account of the Dif- 
feftion of a Beaus Head, with the feveral Difco- 
veries made on that Occafion; 1 fliall here, ac­

cording to my Promife, enter upon the Diffeilion of a 
Coquette's Heart, and communicate to the Publick fuch 
Particularities as we obferved in that curious Piece of 
Anatomy.

I ihould perhaps have waved this Undertaking, had 
not I been put in mind of my Promife by feveral of my 
unknown Correfpondents, who are very importunate 
with me to make an Example of the Coquette, as I have 
already done of the Beau. It is therefore in Compliance 

with 

with the Requeft of Friends, that I have looked over 
the Minutes of my former Dream, in order to give the 
Publick an exaft Relation of it, which I fhall enter upon 
without farther Preface.

OUR Operator, before he engaged in this Vifionary 
Diffedlion, told us, that there was nothing in his Art 
more difficult than to lay open the Heart of a Coquette, 
by reafon of the many . Labyrinths and Recedes which 
are to be found in it, and which do not appear in the 
Heart of any other Animal.

H E defired us firft of all to obferve the Pericardium, 
or outward Cafe of the Heart, which we did very at­
tentively ; and by the help of our Glaffes difcern’d in it 
Millions of little Scars, which feem’d to have been oc- 
cafioned by the Pointsof innumerable Darts and Arrows, 
that from time to time had glanced upon the outward 
Coat; though we could not difcover the fmalleil Ori­
fice, by which any of them had entered and pierced the 
inward Subftance.

EVERY Smatterer in Anatomy knows that this Pe­
ricardium, ox Cafe of the Heart, contains in it a thin 
reddiih Liquor, fuppofed to be bred from the Vapours 
which exhale out of the Heart, and, being ftopt here, 
are condenfed into this watry Subftance. Upon examin­
ing this Liquor, we found that it had in it all the Qua­
lities of that Spirit which is made ufe of in the Thermo­
meter, to ihew the Change of Weather.

NOR muft I here omit an Experiment one of the 
Company affured us he himfelf had made with this Li­
quor, which he found in great Quantity about the Heart 
of a Coquette whom he had formerly differed. He af­
firmed to us, that he had actually inclofed it in a fmall 
Tube made after the manner of a Weather Glafs; but 
that inftead of acquainting him with the Variations of 
the Atmofphere, it ihewed him the Qualities of thofe 
Perfons who entered the Room where it flood. He af­
firmed alfo, that it rofe at the Approach of a Plume of 
Feathers, an embroidered Coat, or a Pair of fringed 
Gloves; and that it fell as foon as an ill-ihaped Peri­
wig, a clumfy Pair of Shoes, or an unfaihionable Coat 
came into his Houfe: Nay, he proceeded fo far as to 
affure us, that upon his Laughing aloud when he flood

Vol. IV. F bv
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by it, the Liquor mounted very fenfibly, and immedi­
ately funk again upon his looking ferious. In ihort, he 
told us, that he knew very well by this Invention 
whenever he had a Man of Senfe or a Coxcomb in his 
Room.

HAVING cleared away the Pericardium, or the 
Cafe and Liquor above-mentioned, we came to the Heait 
itfelf. The outward Surface of it was extremely flip- 
pery, and the Mucro, or Point, fo very cold withal, 
that, upon endeavouring to take hold of it, it glided 
through the Fingers like a fmooth Piece of Ice.

THE Fibres were turned and twifted in a more in­
tricate and perplexed manner than they are ufually found 
in other Hearts ; infomuch that the whole Heart was 
wound up together in a Gordian Knot, and mult have 
had very irregular and unequal Motions, whilfl it was 
employed in its vital Fundion.

ONE thing we thought very obfervable, namely, 
that, upon examining all the Veifels which came into it 
or iffued out of it, we could not difcover any Commu­
nication that it had with the Tongue.

WE could not but take notice likewife, that feveral 
of thofe little Nerves in the Heart which are affeded by 
the Sentiments of Love, Hatred, and other Paflions, did 
not defcend to this before us from the Brain, but from 
the Mufcles which lie about, the Eye.

UPON weighing the Heart in my Hand. I found 
it to be extremely light, and confequently very hollow, 
which I did not wonder at, when, upon looking into the 
infide of it, I faw Multitudes of Cells and Cavities run­
ning one within another, as our Hiftorians defcribe the 
Apartments of Rofamond's Bower. Several of thefe little 
Hollows were fluffed with innumerable forts of Trifles, 
which I ¡hall forbear giving any particular Account of, 
and ihall therefore only take notice of what lay firft and 
uppermoft, which, upon our unfolding it and applying 
our Microfcopes to it, appeared to be a Flame-coloured 
Hood.

W E were informed that the Lady of this Heart, when 
living, received the Addrefles of feveral who made Love 
to her, and did not only give each of them Encourage­
ment, but made every one ihe converged with believe

that 

that fhe regarded him with an Eye of Kindnefs ; for 
which Reaion we expeded to have feen the Impreflion 
of Multitudes of Faces among the feveral Plaits and 
Foldings of the Heart; but to our great Surprife not a 
Angle Print of this nature difcovered itfelf till we came 
into the very Core and Center of it. We there obferved 
a little Figure, which, upon applying our Glafles to it, 
appeared dreffed in a very fantaftick manner. The more 
I looked upon it, the more I thought I had feen the 
Face before, but could not poflibly recoiled either the 
Place or Time; when, at length, one of the Company, 
who had examined this Figure more nicely than the reft, 
ihew’d us plainly by the Make of its Face, and the fe­
veral Turns of its Features, that the little Idol which 
was thus lodged in the very middle of the Heart was 
the deceafed Beau, whofe Head I gave fome Account of 
in my laft Tuejdays Paper.

A S foon as we had finilhed our Diffedion, we refolved 
to make an Experiment of the Heart, not being able to 
determine among ourfelves the Nature of its Subftance, 
which differ’d in fo many Particulars from that of the 
Heart in other Females. Accordingly we laid it into a 
Pan of burning' Coals, when we obferved in it a certain 
Salamandrine Quality, that made it capable of living in 
the midft of Fire and Flame, without being confumed, 
or fo much as frnged.

A S we were admiring this ftrange Phenomenon, and 
ftanding round the Heart in a Circle, it gave a moft pro­
digious Sigh or rather Crack, and difperfed all at once 
in Smoke and Vapour. This imaginary Noife, which 
methought was louder than the Burft of a Cannon, pro­
duced fuch a violent Shake in my Brain, that it diflipat- 
ed the Fumes of Sleep, and left me in an Inftant broad 
awake. L

F z Wodnefdafy
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- ----------Spes incerta futuri. Virg. 2En. 8. v. 580.

Hopes and Fears in equal Balance laid.
Dryden.

IT is a lamentable thing thateyery Man is full of Com­
plaints, and conftantly uttering Sentences againft 
the Ficklenefs of Fortune, when People generally 

bring upon themfelves all the Calamities they fall into, 
and are conftantly heaping up Matter for their own Sor­
row and Difappointment. That which produces the 
greateft Part of the Delufions of Mankind, is a falfe Hope 
which People indulge with fo fanguine a Flattery to 
themfelves, that their Hearts are bent upon fantaftical 
Advantages which they had no Reafon to believe ihould 
ever have arrived to them. By this unjuft Meafure of 
calculating their Happinefs, they often mourn with real 
Afiliition for imaginary Loffes. When I am talking of 
this unhappy way of accounting for ourfelves, I cannot 
but refleft upon a particular Set of People, who, in their 
own Favour, refolve every thing that is poffible into 
what is probable, and then reckon on that Probability 
as on what muft certainly happen. Will Honey­
comb, upon my obferving his looking on a Lady with 
fome particular Attention, gave me an Account of the 
great Diftreffes which had laid wafte that her very fine 
Face, and had given an Air of Melancholy to a very 
agreeable Perfon. That Lady, and a couple of Sifters 
of hers, were, faid Will, fourteen Years ago, the 
greateft Fortunes about Town; but without having any 
Lofs by bad Tenants, by bad Securities, or any Damage 
by Sea cr Land, are reduced to very narrow Circum- 
ftances. They were at that time the moil inacceffible 
haughty Beauties in Town ; and their Pretenfions to 
take upon them at that unmerciful rate, was rais’d upon 

the
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the following Scheme, according to which all their Lo­
vers were anfwered.

* OUR Father is a youngilh Man, but then our Mo- 
‘ ther is fomewhat older, and not likely to have any 
‘ Children : His Eftate, being 800 /. per Anuum, at 20 
* Years Purchafe, is worth 16,000 I. Our Uncle who 
‘ is above 50, has 4001, per Annum, which at the afore- 
‘ faid Rate, is 80001. There’s a Widow Aunt, who· 
‘ has 10,000/. at her own Difpofal left by her Huf- 
* band, and an old Maiden Aunt who has 6000/. 
‘ Then our' Father’s Mother has 9001, per Annum,. 
‘ which is worth 18,0001, and 1000Z. each of us has. 
‘ of her own, which can’t be taken from us. Thefe 
* fumm’d up together ftand thus.

Father’s 800— 16,000
Uncle’s 400 — 8000

Aunts I0;000 i f 
( 0000 5 —16,000

Grandmother 900----- 18,000
Own 1000 each-------- 3000

Total 61,000

This equally divided: 
between uś three a- 
mounts to 20,000 4 
each; and Allowance 
being given for En­
largement upon com­
mon Fame, we may. 
lawfully pafs for 
30,000/. Fortunes.

IN Profpedl of this, and the Knowledge of their 
own perfonal Merit, every one was contemptible in 
their Eyes, and they refus’d thofe Offers which had 
been frequently made ’em- But mark the End: The 
Mother dies, the Father is married again, and has a 
Son, on him was entail’d the Father’s, Uncle’s, and 
Grand-mother’s Eftate. This cut off .43,000/. The 
Maiden Aunt married a tall Irijhman, and- with her 
went the 6000. The Widow died, and left but 
enough to pay her Debts and bury her ; fo that there 
remained for thefe three Girls but their own 1000/. 
They had by this time paffed their Prime, and got 
on the wrong fide of Thirty; and muft pafs the Re­
mainder of their Days, upbraiding Mankind that they 
mind nothing but Money, and bewailing that Virtue, 
Senfe and Modefty, are. had at prefent in no manner of 
Eftimation.

F 3 I



I mention this Cafe of Ladies before any other, be- 
caufe it is the moft irreparable : For tho’ Youth is the 
Time lefs capable of Reflexion, it is in that Sex the 
only Seafon in which they can advance their Fortunes. 
But if we turn our Thoughts to the Men, we fee fuch 
Crouds of Unhappy from no other Reafon, but an ill- 
grounded Hope, that it is hard to fay which they ra­
ther deferve, our Pity or Contempt. It is not un- 
pleafant to fee a Fellow, after grown old in Attendance, 
and after having paffed half a Life in Servitude, call 
himielf the unhappieft of all Men, and pretend to 
be difappointed becaufe a Courtier broke his Word. 
He that promifes himfelf any thing but what may 
naturally arife from his own Property or Liberty, and 
goes beyond the Defire of poflefling above two Parts in 
three even of that, lays up for himfelf an increafing 
Heap of Afflictions and Difappointments. There are 
but two Means in the World of gaining by other Men, 
and thefe are by being either agreeable or confidera- 
ble. The Generality .of Mankind do all things for 
their own fakes ; and when you hope any thing from 
Perfons above you, if you cannot fay, I can be thus 
agreeable or thus ferviceable, it is ridiculous to pre­
tend to the Dignity of being unfortunate when they 
leave you; you were injudicious, in hoping for any 
other than to be negleCted, for fuch as can come within 
thefe Defcriptions of being capable to pleafe or ferve 
your Patron, when his Humour or Interefts call for their I 
Capacity either way.

I T would not methinks be an ufelefs Comparifon 
between the Condition of a Man who ihuns all the Plea- 
fures of Life, and of one who makes it his Bufinefs to 
purfue them. Hope in the Reclufe makes his Aufterities 
comfortable, w'hile the luxurious Man gains nothing 
but Uneafinefs from his Enjoyments. What is the Dif­
ference in the Happinefs of him who is macerated by 
Abftinence, and his who is forfeited with Excefs ? He 
who refigns the World, has no Temptation to Envy, 
Hatred, Malice, Anger, but is in conftant Pofleflion of a 
ferene Mind ; he who follows the Pleafures of it, which 
are in their very Nature difappointing, is in conftant 
Search of Care, Solicitude, Remorfe, and Confufion.

Mr.

Mr. Spectator., January the 14/^, 1712.
* T Am a young Woman and have my Fortune to 
‘ JL make, for which Reafon I come conftantly to 
‘ Church to hear Divine Service, and make Conquefts: 
‘ But one great Hindrance in this my Defign, is that our 
‘ Clerk, who was once a Gardiner, has this Chrißmas 
‘ fo over-deckt the Church with Greens, that he has 
* quite fpoilt my ProfpeCt, infomuch that I have fcarce 
* feen the young Baronet I drefs at thefe three Weeks, 
* though we have both been very conftant at our Devo- 
* tions, and don’t fit above three Pews off. The 
‘ Church, as it is now equipt, looks more like a Green- 
• houfe than a Place of Worlhip : The middle Ifle is 
‘ a very pretty ihady Walk, and the Pews look like fo 
‘ many Arbours of each Side of it. The Pulpit itfeif 
* has fuch Clufters of Ivy, Holly, and Rofemary about 
* it, that a light Fellow in our Pew took occafion to 
‘ fay, that the Congregation heard the Word out of a 
‘ Buih, like Mofes.· Sir Anthony Lowe's Pew in particu- 
* lar is fo well hedged, that all my Batteries have no 
* EffeCt. I am obliged to ihoot at random among the 
* Boughs, without taking any manner of Aim. Mr. 
* Spectator, unlefs you’ll give Orders for removing 
‘ thefe Greens, I ihall grow a very aukward Creature at 
* Church, and foon have little elfe to do there but to 
< fay my Prayers. I am in hafte,

Dear SIR, . *
Four meß obedient Servant,

T Jenny Simper,
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Magfer artts largitor ingens 
renter·---- 6 n r r> 1Perl. Prolog, v. 10.
Neceffity is the Mother of Invention.

Englilh Proverb.

L VC IAN rallies the Philosophers in his Time 
WHO could not agree whether they ihculd admit 

r i J6 Tmber Of Goods; the Profeffors 
of the severer Seds threw them quite out, while others 
as reiolutely mferted them.
i; J "a as the WorId §rew ^ore Po­
lite, the rigid Dodinnes of the firit were wholly difcard- 
eo ; and I do not find any one fo hardy at prefent as to 
deny that there are very great Advantages in the Enioy.

a Pentl^u^ Fortune. Indeed the belt and wifeil 
■Sf r th° ^«ymaypoffiblydefpife a good Part of 
thofe things which the World calls Pleafures, can, I 
think, hardly be infenfible of that Weight and Piffnity 
which a moderate Share of Wealth adds to their Cha- 
rafiers, Counfels, and Adtions.

W E find it is a general Complaint in Profeffions and 
1 rades, that the richeil Members of them are chiefly 

ani this is falfly iinPuted to the Ill-nature 
of Mankind, who are ever bellowing their Favours on 
inch as lean want them. Whereas if we fairly confider 
their Proceedings in this Cafe, we ihall find them founded 
on undoubted Reafon: Since fuppofing both equal in 
their natural Integrity, I ought, in common Prudence, to 
fear foul Play from an indigent Perfon, rather than from 
one whofeCircumftanees feem to have placed him above 
the bare Temptation of Money.

THIS Reafon alfo makes the Commonwealth regard 
her richeil Subjedts, as thofe who are moil concerned 
for her Quiet and Intereft, and confequently fitteft to be 
intruiled with her higheit Employments. On the con­

trary. 

trary, Catiline's Saying to thofe Men of defperate For­
tunes,' who applied themfelves to him, and of whom he 
afterwards compofed his Army, that they had nothing to 
hope for hut a Civil War, was too true not to make the 
Imprelfions he defired.

I believe I need not fear but that what I have faid in 
Praiie of Money, will be more than fufiicient with molt 
of my Readers to excufe the Subjedt of my prefent Pa­
per, which I intend as an Elfay on The Ways to raife a 
Man s Fortune, or, The Art of growing Rich.

THE firit and moil infallible Method towards the 
attaining of this End is Thrift: All Men are not equal­
ly qualified for getting Money, but it is in the Power 
of every one alike to pradlife this Virtue, and I be· 
lieve there are very few Perfons, who, if they pleafe 
to refledl on their pail lives, will not find that had 
they faved all thofe Little Sums which they have fpent 
unneceflarily, they might at prefent have been Mailers 
of a competent Fortune. Diligence juilly claims the next 
Place to Thrift: I find both thefe excellently well re­
commended to common ufe in the three following Ita­
lian Proverbs,

Never do that by Proxy 'which you can do yourfelf.
Never defer that 'till To-morrow vbhichyou can do To-day^ 
Never negleit fmall Matters and ^xpenc-es,,

A third Inftrument of growing Rich, is Method in 
Rufinefs, which, as well as the two former, is alfo at­
tainable by Perfons of the meaneft Capacities.

THE famous De Wit, one of the greateil Statefmen 
of the Age in which he lived, being aiked by a Friend, 
How he was able to difpatch that Multitude of Affairs in 
which he was engaged ? reply’d, That his whole Art 
confiiled in doing one thing at once. If, fays lie, I have 
any neceffary Difpatches to make, I think of nothing 
elfe ’till thole are finilhed ; If any Domeftick Affairs re­
quire my Attention, I give myfelf up wholly to them ’till 
they are fet in order.

IN ihort, we often fee Men of dull and phlegmatick 
Tempers, arriving to great Eilates, by making a regular 
and orderly Difpoiition of their Bufincfs, and that with-

F 5 out
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out it the greateft Parts and moft lively Imaginations. 
Iffue r PUZZ 6 t ieir AffaifS’ than h™2 them t0 an haPPX

PRO M what has been laid, I think I may lay it down 
as a Maxim, that every Man of good common Senfe 
may, if he pleafes, m his particular Station of Life moft 
certainly be Rich. The Reafon why we fometimes fee 
that Men of the greateft Capacities are not fo, is either 
becaufe they defpife Wealth in Comparifon of fomethina 
elfe; or at leaft are not content to be getting an Eftate 
unlefs they may do it their own way, and at the fame’

enjoy aU the Pleafures and Gratifications of Life.
BUT befides thefe ordinary Forms of growing Rich 

it muft be allowed that there is Room for Genius as well’ 
in this as m all other Circumftances of Life-.

TH O’ the Ways of getting Money were long fince 
very numerous ; and tho’ fo many new ones have been 
found out of late Years, there is certainly ftill- remaining 
fo large a Field for Invention, that a Man of an indift 
ferent Head might eafily fit down and draw up fuch a. 
Plan for the Conduft and Support of his Life, as was 
never yet once thought of,

WE daily fee Methods put in practice by hungry aid 
ingenious Men, which demonftrate the Power of In ven- 
tion in this Particular.

IT is reported of Scaramouche, the firft famous Italian 
Comedian, that being at Paris and in great Want, he be-. 
thought himfelf ofconftantly plying near the Door of 
a noted Perfumer in that City, and when any one came 
out who had been buying Snuff, never failed to defire a 
I afte· of them: when he had by this Means got together 
a Quantity made up of feveral different Sorts, he fold it 
again at a lower Rate to the fame Perfumer, who finding 
Gut the Trick,, called it Iabac Ie milk fleurs, or Snuff of 
a thoufand Flowers,. The Story farther'tells us, that by 
this means he got a very comfortable Subfiftence, ’till 
making too much hafte to grow rich, he one Day’took 
fuch an unreafonable Pinch out of the Box of a Swik 
Officer, as engaged him in a Quarrel, and obliged him 
to quit this Ingenious Way of Life,.
»-z can J this Place omit doing Tuftice to a 
south. Qi my own Country, who, tho? he is fcarcc yet 

twelve
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twelve Years old, has with great Induftry and Applica­
tion attained to the Art of beating the Grenadiers March 
on his Chin. I am credibly informed that by this means 
he does not only maintain himfelf and his Mother, but 
that he is laying up Money every Day, with a Defign, 
if the War continues, to purchafe a Drum at leaft, if 
not a Colours.

I fhall conclude thefe Inftances with the Device of the 
famous Rabelais, when he was at a great Diftance from 
Paris, and without Money to bear his Expences thither. 
This ingenious Author being thus iharp fet, got together 
a convenient Quantity of Brick-duft, and having difpofed 
of it into feveral Papers, writ upon one Poifon for Mon- 

fieur, upon a fecond, Poifon for the Dauphin, and on a 
third, Poifon for the King. Having made this Provision 
for the Royal Family of France, he laid his Papers fo 
that his Landlord, who was an inquifitive Man, and a 
good Subjeft, might get a Sight of them.

THE Plot fucceeded as he defired: The Hoft gave im­
mediate Intelligence to the Secretary of State. The Se­
cretary prefently fent down a Special Meflenger, who* 
brought up the Traitor to Court, and provided him at 
the King’s Expence with proper Accommodations on the 
Road. As foon as he appeared he was known to be the 
celebrated Rabelais, and his Powder upon Examination 
being found very innocent, the Jeft was only laugh’d at j 
for which a lefs eminent Droll would have been lent to 
the G allies.

TRADE and Commerce might doubtlefs be ftill va­
ried a thoufand Ways, out of which would arife fuch; 
Branches as have not yet been touched. The famous Doily 
is ftill freih in every ones Memory, who raifed a Fortune- 
by finding out Materials for fuch Stuffs as might at once 
be cheap and genteel. I have heard it affirmed, that 
had not he difcovered this frugal Method of gratifying 
our Pride, we ihould hardly have been able to carry om 
the laft War.

I regard Trade not only as highly advantageous to the 
Commonwealth in general; but as the moft natural and 
likely Method of making a Man’s Fortune, having ob- 
ferved, fince my being aS/>^4iorinthc World, greater 
Eftates got about Change, than ^Whitehall or St, James's..

I be--



I believe I may alfo add, that the firft Acquifitioit are 
FconfriencT Whh Satisfadl0n’ a*d as good 

however clofe thisEflay, without obferving 
that what has been faid is only intended for Perfons in the 

Ways of Thriving, and is not defigned for thofe 
the Toi°W ningS pufll themfelves up to 
Ta —? and the moft confiderable Figures in Life. My Maxim of Saving is not defigned for fuch as 
thefe, fince nothing is more ufual than for Thrift to dif 
SX il bei"«
that the Mind fhould be intent upon Trifles, while it is 
at the fame time forming fome great Defign.

1 may therefore compare thefe Men to a great Poet 
who, asZ^^fayS, while he is full of the loft magi 
mficent ideas, is not always at leifure to mind the little 
Beauties and Niceties of his Art.

I would however have all my Readers take great care 
f°r ^commoJc^A 

and Men above Rule, fince it is very eafy for them to be 
deceived in this Particular. 7 v_ A

N 284 FridayJanuary 2

Pofthabui tamen illorum mea feria Luda.
Virg. Eci. 7. v. 17. 

Phir Mirth tojhar^ I bid my Pufinefs wait.

A^“ is whhout que&on a very 
& a C*13,1·111; under the Notion of beina un- 
containedland difengaged, People take upon them 

to be unconcerned in any Duty of Life. A general Neg­
ligence is what they affume upon all Occafons, and fet 
up for an Averfiou to all manner of Bufinefs and Atten­
tion. 1 am the carelejfeft Creature in the World, 1 have 
certainly the worft Memory of any Man living, are frequent 
Lxpreflions in the Mouth of a Pretender of this fol It 
is a profefled Maxim with thefe People never to think' 
taere is fomethmg fo folemn in Reflexion, they, forfooth^

can

№284 ^Spectator, 133 
can never give themfelves time for fuch away of employ­
ing themfelves. It happens often that this fort of Man is 
heavy enough in his Nature to be a good Proficient in 
fuch Matters as are attainable by Induftry; but alas f he 
has fuch an ardent Defire to be what he is not, to be too 
volatile, to have the Faults of a Perfon of Spirit, that he 
profefles himfelf the moft unfit Man living for any man­
ner of Application. When this Humour enters into the 
Head of a Female, ihe generally profefles Sicknefs upon 
all Occafions, and a&s all things with an indifpofed Air: 
She is offended, but her Mind is too lazy to raife her to 
Anger, therefore ihe lives only as a&uated by a violent 
Spleen and gentle Scorn. She has hardly Curiofity to 
liften to Scandal of her Acquaintance, and has never At­
tention enough to hear them commended. This Affefta- 
tion in both Sexes makes them vain of being ufelefs, and 
take a certain Pride in their Infignificancy.

OPPOSITE to this Folly is another no lefs unrea- 
fonable, and that is the Impertinence of being always in 
a Hurry. There are thofe who vifit Ladies, and beg Par­
don, before they are well feated in their Chairs, that they 
juft called in, but are obliged to attend Buiinefs of Impor­
tance elfewhere the very next Moment: Thus they run 
from Place to Place, profefling that they are obliged to 
be ftill in another Company than that which they are in. 
Thefe Perfons who are juft agoingfomewhereelfeihould 
never be detained; let all the World allow that Bufinefs 
is to be minded, and their Affairs will be at an end. 
Their Vanity is to be importuned, and Compliance with 
their Multiplicity of Affairs would effe&uallydifpatch’em. 
The Travelling Ladies, who have half the Town to fee 
in an Afternoon, may be pardoned for being in conftant 
Hurry ; but it is inexcufable in Men to come where they 
have no Bufinefs, to profefs they abfent themfelves where 
they have. It has been remarked by fome nice Obfervers 
and Criticks, that there is nothing difeovers the true Tem­
per of a Perfon fo much as his Letters. I have by me 
two Epiftles, which, are written by two People of the 
different Humours above-mentioned. It is wonderful 
that a Man cannot obferve upon himfelf when he fits 
down to write, but that he will gravely commit himfelf 
to Paper the fame Man that he is in the Freedom of Con- 

verfation.
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verfation. I have hardly feen a Line from any of theie 
Gentlemen, but fpoke them as abfent from what they 
were doing, as they profefs they are when they come in­
to Company For the Folly is, that they have perfuaded 
themfelves they really are bufy. Thus their Zu. 
Time is fpent in fufpenfeof the prefent Moment to 
the next, and then from the next to
which to the End of Life is to pafs away with Pretence 
to many things, and Execution of nothing. retence

SIR,

TH E Poft is juft going out, and I have many other 
Letters of veiy great Importance to write this

• evening, but I could not omit making my Compli 
‘ ments to you for your Civilities to me when I was laft 
( T?wn· M£[ortune t0 be full of Buff nefs

that I cannot tell you aThoufand Things which I have 
■ to fay to you. I muft defire you to communfate the

Contents of this to no one living ; but believe me m 
« be, with the greateft Fidelity, e 1

I Hate writing, of a l Things in the World ; however
though I have drank the Waters, and am told I ought 

* not to ufe my Eyes fo much, I cannot forbear writing
to you, to tell you I have been to the laft Degree hm- 
ped fince I faw you How could you entertain fuch a 

‘ Thought as hat I ihould hear of that filly Fellowwith 
Patience ? Take my Word for it, there is nothing in it · 
and you may believe it when fo lazy a Creature as I am

4 undergo the Pains to allure youofit by taking Pen Ink 
‘ and Paper in my Hand. Forgive this, you know I ihali 
* not often offend m this Kind. I am very much

l our Servant,
Bridget Eitherdown, 

The FeUov, is of your Country, pr'ythee fend me Word 
however 'whether he has fa great an.Eft ate*

Mm.

"Madam,

SIR,
. Tour moft Obedient, 

Humble Servant, 
Stephen Courier.

Mr. Spectator, Jan. 24, 1712.

I Am Clerk of the Pariih from whence Mrs. Simper 
fends her Complaint, in your Yefterday’s Spec­

tator. I muft beg of you to publiih this as a pub- 
‘ lick Admonition to the aforefaid Mrs. Simper, other- 
‘ wife all my honeft Care in the Difpofition of the 
‘ Greens in the Church will have no Efted : I ihall 
‘ therefore with your Leave lay before you the whole 
4 Matter. I was formerly, as ihe charges me, for 
4 feveral Years a Gardiner in the County of Kent: 
4 But I muft abfolutely deny, that ’tis out of any 
4 Affeftion I retain for my old Employment that I 
* have placed my Greens fo liberally about the Church, 
4 but out of a particular Spleen I conceived againft 
‘ Mrs. Simper (and others of the fame Sifterhood) 
1 fome time ago. As to herfelf, I had one. Day fet 
4 the Hundredth Pfalm, and was finging the firft 
4 Line in order to put the Congregation into the Tune, 
4 ihe was all the while curtfying to Sir Anthony, in 
* fo affefted and indecent a manner, that the In- 
4 dignation I conceived at it made me forget my- 
4 felf fo far, as from the Tune of that Pfalm to wan- 
4 der into* Southviel! Tune, and from thence into 
* Windfor Tune,, ftill unable to recover myfelf till 
* I had with the utmoft Confufion fet a new one. 

* Nay, I have often feen her rife up and fmile, and 
* curtfy to one at the lower End of the Church in 
* the midft of a Gloria Patri; and when I have 
4 fpoke the Affent. to a Prayer with, a long Amen ut- 
4 tered with decent Gravity, ihe has been rolling her 
4 Eyes around about in fuch a Manner, as plainly 
c ihewed, however ihe was moved, it was not towards- 
4 an Heavenly Object. In fine, ihe extended her 
4 Conquefts fo far over the Males, and' raifed fuch En- 
4 vy in the Females, that what between Love of thofe, 
* and the Jealoufy of thefe, I was almoft the only 
4 Perfon that looked in a Prayer-Book all Church« 
4 time. I had feveral Projedts in my Head to put a 
4 Stop to this growing Mifchief; but as I have long 
4 lived in Kent, and there often heard how the Kentijh 
* Men evaded, the Conquer or, by carrying green 

f Boughs
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‘ Boughs over their Heads, it put me in mind of prac- 
f tiling this Device againft Mrs. Simper. J find I fiave 
t a younS Man froni her Eye-ihot by
e humbI^ Pray the Boughs may
< Intemions SeCUrity f0r Ber peaceable

■*11 LvlltlOilS ·

T
Your Humble Servant*

Francis Sternhold.

N 285 Saturday* January 26.

Ne, quicunque Deus, quicunque adhibebitur heros,
Regah conjpedtus in auro nuper iff oftro, 
Migret in Obfcuras humili fermone tabernas : 
Aut, dum vitat humum, nubes & inania captet.

Hor. Ars Poet. v. 227.
But then they did not wrong themfeNes fo much
10 make a God, a Hera, or a King
(Stript of his golden Crown, and purple Robe'i
Defend to a Mechanick Dialed} ;
Nor (to avoid fuch Meannefs) faring high, 
With empty Sound, and airy Notions, fy.

Ro SCOMMON.

HAViHC already treated of the Fable, the Cha-
1 afters and Sentiments m the Paridife Loft we 
are m the laft Place, to confider the Language; 

and as the Learned World is very much divided upon 
Milton as to this Point, I hope they will excufe ^me 
if I appear particular in any of my Opinions, and in­
cline to thofe who judge the molt advantageoully of 
Author. 43 7
m1L lS n6 ?at the Language of an Heroic Poem 
ihould be both Perfpicuous and Sublime. In proportion 
as either of theie two Qualities are wantino- the Lan 
guagi js imperfea Perfpicmty is the firft ?nd moft ne" 
ceiary Qualification ; mfomuch that a good-natur’d Rea­

der 

der fometimes overlooks a little Slip even in the Gram­
mar or Syntax, where it is impoflible for him to miftake 
■the Poet’s Senfe. Of this Kind is that Paffage in Mil­
ton, wherein he fpeaks of Satan ;

-------- God and his Son except,
Created thing nought valu'd he nor Jhunnd.

And that in which he defcribes Adam and Eve.
Adam the goodliejt Man of Men fence born
His Sons, the fairefi of her Daughters Eve.

1 T is plain, that in the former of thefe Paffages ac­
cording to the natural Syntax, the Divine Perfons menti­
oned in the firft Line are reprefented as created Beings; 
and that, in the other, Adam and Aw are confounded with 
their Sons and Daughters. Such little Blemiihes as thefe, 
when the Thought is great and natural, we fnould, with 
Horace, impute to a pardonable Inadvertency, or to the 
Weaknefs of human N ature, which cannot attend to each 
minute .Particular, and give the laft Finifhing to every 
Circumftance in fo long a Work. The Ancient Criticks 
therefore, who were acted by a Spirit of Candour, rather 
than that of Cavilling, invented certain Figures of 
Speech, on purpofe to palliate little Errors of this na­
ture in the Writings of thofe Authors who had fo many 
greater Beauties to atone for them.

IF Clearnefs and Perfpicuity were only to be confult- 
ed, the Poet would have nothing elfe to do but to clothe 
his Thoughts in the moft plain and natural Expreffions. 
But fmce it often happens that the moft obvious Phrafes, 
and thofe which are ufed in ordinary Converfation, be­
come too familiar to the Ear, and contraft a kind of 
Meannefs by palling through the Mouths of the Vulgar, 
a Poet ihould take particular Care to guard himfelf 
againft Idiomatick Ways of Speaking. Ovid and Lucan 
have many Poornefles of Expreflion upon this Account, 
as taking up with the firft Phrafes that offered, without 
putting themfelves to the Trouble of looking after fuch 
as would not only have been natural, but aifo elevated 
andfublime. Milton has but few Failings in this Kind, 
of which, however, you may meet with fome Inftances, 
as in the following Paflages.

Embries
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Embries and Idiots, Eremites and Friers, 
tj , ^ack, and Gray, with all their Trumpery, 
Here Pilgrims roam —— - F 7
~ —-A while difeourfe they hold, 
bio fear left Dinner cool; when thus began 
Uur Author- &
Who fall Ages tofucceed, but feeling
1 be Evil on him brought by me, will curfe
■^y Head, ill fare our Ancefior impure, 
-bor this we may thank Adam______

, Great Mafters in Compofition, knew very well 
a many an elegant Phrafe becomes improper for a 

oet or an Orator, when it has been debafed by common 
ie. к or this Reafon the Works of Ancient Authors, 

which are written in dead Languages, have a great Ad­
vantage over thofe which are written in Languages that 
are now fpoken. Were there any mean Phrafes or 
• loms in Virgil and Homer, they would not ihock the 
-tar or the moft delicate Modern Reader, fo much as 
Uiey would have done that of an old Greek or Roman, 
oecauie we never hear them pronounced in our Streets, 
or m ordinary Converfation.

IT is not therefore fufficient, that the Language of an 
лрк Poem be Perfpicuous, unlefs it be alfo Sublime. 
1 о this end it ought to deviate from the common Forms 
and ordinary Phrafes of Speech. The Judgment of a 
roet very much difeovers itfelf in ihunning the com­
mon Roads of Expreflion, without falling into fuch ways 
о speech as may leem ftiff and unnatural; he muft not 
well into a falfe Sublime, by endeavouring to avoid the 

о er. Extreme. Among the Greeks, VEfchylus, and 
ometimes Sophocles, were guilty of this Fault; among 

e Latins, Claudian and Statius; and among our own 
Countrymen, Shakefpear and Lee. In thefe Authors the 
•Aitettation of Greatnefs often hurts the Perfpicuity of 
t e Stile, as in many others the Endeavour after Per- 
ipicuity prejudicesits Greatnefs.
c has obferved, that the Idiomatick

tile may be avoided, and the Sublime formed, by the 
following Methods. Firft, by the Ufe of Metaphors: 
Such are thofe of Milton.

Im paradifed

cfye Spectator, 139

Imparadifed in one another's Arms.
.. ..... —And in his Hand a Reed
Stood waving tipt ’with Fire. —-
The grafy Clods now calv’d,----- ■■■
Spangled with Eyes -----------

IN thefe and innumerable other Inftances, the Meta­
phors are very bold but juft ; I muft however obferve 
that the Metaphors are not fo thick fown in Milton, 
which always favours too much of Wit; that they ne­
ver clalh with one another, which, as Arifiotle obferves, 
turns a Sentence into a kind of an Enigma or Riddle ; 
and that he feldom has recourfe to them where the pro­
per and natural Words will do as well.

ANOTHER way of railing the Language, and 
giving it a Poetical Turn, is to make ufe of the Idioms 
of other Tongues. Virgil is full of the Greek Forms of 

v Speech, which the Criticks call Hellenifms, as Horace 
in his Odes abounds with them much more than Virgil. 
I need not mention the feveral Dialects which Homer 
has made ufe of for this end. Milton, in conformity 
with the Practice of the Ancient Poets, and with 
Arifiotle s Rule, has infufed a great many Latinifms as 
well as Gracifins, and fometimes Hebraifms, into the 
Language of his Poem; as towards the Beginning of it.

Nor did they not perceive the evil Plight
In which they were, or the fierce Pains not feel.
Yet to their Gen ral's Voice they foon obey'd.--- - 
—__— Who Jhall tempt with wand'ring Feet 
Ihe dark unbottom'd Infinite Abyfe, 
And through the palpable Obfcure find out 
His uncouth way, or fpread his airy Flight 
Upborn with indefatigable Wings 
Over the vaft Abrupt I
-..........So both afeend
In the Vifions of God Book 2.
UNDER this Head may be reckon’d the placing 

the Adjedive after the Subftantive, the Tranfpolition of 
Words, the turning the Adjective into a Subftantive, 
with feveral other Foreign Modes of Speech which this

Poet
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5^” n’turdizeAt0 8ive hi1 Vc·* the greater Sound, 
and throw it out of Profe.
aJTHE· ^^^^od mentioned by Ariftotle is what 

c^6 ^enius ¡he Greek Language more than 
ufed bvSVf any°thfrTongu^ and is therefore more 
uied by homer than by any other Poet. I mean the 

by the Addition of Words, which
-ay either be inferted or omitted, as alfo by the extending 
S aihrCg of particular Words by the Infertion of

°(ceJtai.n. Syllables. Milton has put in practice 
this Metmod of railing his Language, as fa/as the Nature 
tinn/J in£Ue Wr pefmit’as in the paffage above-men- 
eZl· I?™'*’ 1^ What is Hermite’ in common Dif-

ify°u obferve the Meafure of his Verfe, he has
great Judgment fuppreffed a Syllable in feveral 

Words and ihortned thofe of two Syllables into one, by 
which Method, befides the above-mentioned Advantage 
he has given a greater Variety to his Numbers. But this 
2?p is more particularly remarkable in the Names 
oi Pei Tons and of Countries, as Beelzebub, Hejfbon, and 
in many other . articular», wherein he has either changed 
the Name, or made ufe of that which is not the 
nioft commomy known, tha he might the better depart 
from the language of the Vulgar.

1 H E fame Reafon recommended to him feveral old 
ords which alio makes his Poem appear the more 

venerable, and gives it a greater Air of Antiquity.'
1 muft likewise take notice, that there are in Milton 

feveral Words of his own Coining, as Cerberean, mis­
created, Hell doom'd, Embry on Atoms, and many others. 
£ the Reader is offended at this Liberty in our Enfijh 
Poet. I would recommend him to a Difcourfe in "plu- 
tare which fhews us how frequently Homer has made 
ufe of the fame Liberty.

M1LT0N, by the above-mentioned Helps, and by 
tne Choice or the nobleft Words and Phrafes which our 
Tongue would afford him, has carried our Language to 
a greater Height than any of the Englijh Poets have ever 
done before or after him, and made°the Sublimity of his 
Stile equal to that of his Sentiments.

I have been the more particular in thefe Obfervations 
on Milton's Stile, becaufe it is that Part of him in which

he

he appears the moil fmgular. The Remarks I have here 
made upon the Pradice of other Poets, with my Obfer­
vations out of Arifotle, will perhaps alleviate the Preju­
dice which fome have taken to his Poem upon this Ac­
count ; tho' after all, I muft confefs that I think his 
Stile, tho’ admirable in general, is in fome places too 
much ftiffened and obfeured by the frequent Ufe of thofe 
Methods, which Arifotle has prefcribed for the railing

THIS Redundancy of thofe feveral Ways of Speech, 
which Arifotle calls foreign Language, and with which 
Milton has fo very much enriched, and in fome Places 
darkned the Language of his Poem, was the more proper 
for his ufe, becaufe his Poem is written in Blank Verfe. 
Rhyme, without any other Affiftance, throws the Lan­
guage off from Profe, and very often makes an indifferent 
Phrafe pafs unregarded ; but where the Verfe is not built 
upon Rhymes, there Pomp of Sound, and Energy of 
Expreffion, are indifpeniibly neceffary to fupport the 
Stile, and keep it from falling into the flatnefs of Profe.

THOSE who have not a Tafte for this Elevation of 
Stile, and are apt to ridicule a Poet when he departs from 
the common Forms of Expreffion, would do well to fee 
how Arijlotle' has treated an Ancient Author called Eu­
clid, tor his infipid Mirth upon this Occafion. Mr. Dry­
den ufed to call thefe fort of Men his Profe- Criticks.

I ihould, under this Head of the Language, coniider 
Milton's Numbers, in which he has made ufe of feveral 
Elifions, which are not cuftomary among other EnAiJh 
Poets, as may be particularly obferved in his cutting off 
the Letter T, when it precedes a Vowel. This, and fome 
other Innovations in the Meafure of his Verfe, has varied 
his Numbers in fuch a manner, as makes them incapable 
of fatiating the Ear, and cloying the Reader, which 
the fame uniform Meafure would certainly have done, 
and which the perpetual Returns of Rhyme never fail 
to do in long Narrative Poems. I fhall clofe thefe Re­
flexions upon the Language of Paradife Lof, with ob- 
ferving that Milton has copied after Homer rather than 
Btrgilin the length of his Periods, the Copioufnefs of 
his Phrafes, and the running of his Verfes into one 
another. £

Monday,
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Nomina Honejla protenduntur vitiis.
Tacit. Ann. 1. 14. c. 21.

Specious Names are lent to cover Vices.

Mr. Spectator, York, Jan. 18, 1712.
4 T Pretend not to inform a Gentleman of fo juft
4 a Tafte, whenever he pleafes to ufe it; but it may 
* not be amifs to inform your Readers, that there is a
6 falfe Delicacy as well as a true one. True Delicacy, 
4 as I take it, confifts in Exaftnefs of Judgment and
4 Dignity of Sentiment, or if you will. Purity of Af- 

feftion, as this is oppofed to Corruption and Groffnefs.
4 There are Pedants in Breeding as well as in Learning.
4 The Eye that cannot bear the Light is not delicate but 
4 fore. A good Conftitution appears in the Soundnefs 
4 and Vigour of the Parts, not in the Squeamiihnefs of 
4 the Stomach ; And a falfe Delicacy is Affeftation, not 
4 Politenefs. What then can be the Standard of Delicacy 
4 but Truth and Virtue? Virtue, which, as the Satirift 
4 long fince obferved, is real Honour; whereas the other 
4 Diftindions among Mankind are merely titular. Judg- 
4 ing by that Rule in my Opinion, and in that of many of 
4 your virtuous Female Readers, you are fo far from 
4 deferving Mr. Courtly s Accufation, that you feem too 
4 gentle, and to allow too many Excufes for an enor- 
4 mous Crime, which is the Reproach of the Age, and is 
4 in all its Branches and Degrees exprefly forbidden by 
4 that Religion we pretend to profefs; and whofe Laws, 
4 in a Nation that calls itfelf Chriftian, one would think 
4 ihould take place of thofe Rules which Men of corrupt 
4 Minds, and thofe of weak Underftandings follow. I 
4 know rot any thing more pernicious to good Manners, 
4 than the giving fair Names to foul Adions; for this 
i confounds Vice and Virtue, and takes off that natural

f Horror

4 Horror we have to Evil. An innocent Creature, who
4 would ftart at the Name of Strumpet, may think it
4 pretty to be called a Miftrefs, efpecially if her Seducer 
4 has taken care to inform her, that a Union of Hearts is 
4 the principal Matter in the Sight of Heaven, and that 
4 the Bufinefs at Church is a mere idle Ceremony. Who 
4 knows not that the Difference between obfcene and 
4 modeft Words expreffmg the fame Adion, confifts only
4 in the acceffary Idea, for there is nothing immodeft in
4 Letters and Syllables. Fornication and Adultery are mo
4 deft Words ; becaufe they exprefs an Evil Adion as
4 criminal, and fo as to excite Horror and Averfion:
4 Whereas Words reprefenting the Pleafure rather than
4 the Sin, are for this Reafon indecent and diihoneft.
4 Your Papers would be chargeable with fomething 
4 worfe than Indelicacy, they would be Immoral, did 
4 you treat the deteftable Sins of Uncleannefs in the fame 
4 manner as you rally an impertinent Self-love, and an 
4 artful Glance; as thofe Laws would be very unjuft, 
4 that ihould chaftife Murder and Petty Larceny with 
4 the fame Puniihment. Even Delicacy requires that 
4 the Pity ihewn to diftreffed indigent Wickednefs, firft 
4 betrayed into, and then expelled the Harbours of the 
4 Brothel, ihould be changed to Deteftation, when we 
4 confider pampered Vice in the Habitations of the 
4 Wealthy. The moft free Perfon of Quality, in Mr.
4 Courtly's Phrafe, that is, to fpeak properly, a Woman 
4 of Figure who has forgot her Birth and Breeding, 
4 diflionoured her Relations and herfelf, abandoned her 
4 Virtue and Reputation, together with the natural 
4 Modefty of her Sex, and riiked her very Soul, is fa. 
4 far from deferving to be treated with no worfe Cha- 
4 rafter than that of a kind Woman, (which is doubt- 
4 lefs Mr. Courtly's Meaning, if he has any) that one 
4 can fcarce be too fevere on her, in as much as ihe fins 
4 againft greater Reftraints, is lefs expofed, and liable to 
4 fewer Temptations, than Beauty in Poverty and Di- 
4 ftrefs. It is hoped therefore. Sir, that you will not 
4 lay afide your generous Defign of expofing that mon- 
4 ftrous Wickednefs of the Town, whereby a Multitude 
4 of Innocents are facrificed in a more barbarous Man- 
* ner than thofe who were offered to Moloch. The Un-

4 chafte



* chafte are provoked to fee their Vice expofed, and 
‘ the Chafte cannot rake into fuch Filth without Dan- 
* ger of Defilement; but a mere Spectator may 
* look into the Bottom, and come oft without partaking 
‘ in the Guilt. The doingfo will convince us you pur- 
4 fue publick Good, and not merely your own Advan- 
£ tage: But if your Zeal flackens, how can one help 
‘ thinking that Mr. Courtly's Letter is but a Feint to get 
* off from a Subject, in which either your own, or the 
4 private and bafe Ends of others to whom you are par- 
4 tial, or thofe of whom you are afraid, would not en- 
4 dure a Reformation ?

1 am, Sir, your humble Servant and Admirer, fo long as 
you tread in the Paths of Truth, Virtue, and Honour.

Mr. Spectator,
Trin. Coll. Cantab. "Jan. 12, 1711-12.

4 ▼ T is my Fortune to have a Chamber-Fellow, with 
4 I whom, tho’ I agree very well in many Sentiments, 
* yet there is one in which we are as contrary as Light 
4 and Darknefs. We are both in Love : his Miftrefs is 
* a lovely Fair, and mine a lovely Brown. Now as the 
4 Praife of our Miftrefles Beauty employs much of our 
4 Time, we have frequent Quarrels in entring upon 
4 that Subject, while each fays all he can to defend his 
4 Choice. For my own part, I have racked my Fancy 
4 to the utmoft; and fbmetimes, with the greateft 
4 Warmth of Imagination, have told him, That Night 
4 was made before Day, and many more fine Things, tho’ 
4 without any effedt: Nay, laft Night I could not forbear 
4 faying with more Heat than Judgment, that the Devil 
4 ought to be painted white. Now my Defire is, Sir, that 
4 you would be pleafed to give us in Black and White 
4 your Opinion in the Matter of Difpute between us;
4 which will either furnilh me with freih and prevailing 
4 Arguments to maintain myownTafte, or make me 
4 with lefs Repining allow that of my Chamber-Fellow. I 
* know very well that I have Jack Cleveland and Bond's 
* Horace on my Side ; but when he has fuch a Band of 
4 Rhymers and Romance-Writers, with which he oppo- 
4 fes me, and is fo continually chiming to the Tune of

4 Golden

4 Golden Treffes, yellow Locks, Milk, Marble, Ivory, 
4 Silver, Swans, Snow, Daifi.es, Doves, and the Lord 
4 knows what; which he is always founding with fo 
4 much Vehemence in my Ears, that he often puts me 
4 into a brown Study how to anfwer him; and I find 
4 that I am in a fair Way to be quite confounded, with- 
4 out your timely Affiftance afforded to,

SIR,
Your bumble Servant,

Z Philobrune,

№ 28j ^Tuefday^ January 29.

Ω φιλΊάτη yu μητερ, ως σεμνόν σ^α/ρ β
Tolk νχν Ιχχσι κ]ημα; -——— Menand.
Hear native Land, hoiv do the good and vsife 
Thy happy Clime and countlefs Bleflings prize !

I Look upon it as a peculiar Happinefs, that were I to 
choofe of what Religion I would be, and under what 
Government I would live, I ihould moft certainly give 

the Preference to that Form of Religion and Government 
which is eftabliihed in my own Country. In this Point I 
think I am determined by Reafon and Conviftion; but 
if I ihall be told that I am ailed by Prejudice, I am furc 
it is an honeft Prejudice, it is a Prejudice that arifes from 
the Love of my Country, and therefore fuch an one as I 
will always indulge. I have in fever al Papers endeavour­
ed to exprefs my Duty and Efteem for the Church of 
England, and defign this as an Effay upon the Civil Part 
of our Conftitution, having often entertained myfelf 
with Reflexions on this Subjed, which I have not met 
with in other Writers.

T H AT Form of Government appears to me the 
moft reafonable, which is moft conformable to the 
Equality that we find in human Nature, provided it

Vo t. IV. G be
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be confident with publick Peace and Tranquillity. This 
is what may properly be called Liberty, which exempts 
one Man from Subjeftion to another fo far as the Order 
and Oeconomy of Government will permit.

LIBERTY ihould reach every Individual of a 
People, as they all ihare one common Nature ; if it 
only fpreads among particular Branches, there had bet­
ter be none at all, fmce fuch a Liberty only aggra­
vates the Misfortune of thofe who are depriv’d of it, 
by fetting before them a difagreeable Subject of Com- 
parifon.

THIS Liberty is beft preferved, where the Legislative 
Power is lodged infeveral Perfons, efpecially if thofe Per- 
fons are of different Ranks and Interefts; for where they 
are of the fame Rank, and confequently have an Intereft 
to manage peculiar to that Rank, it differs but little from 
a Defpotical Government in a fmgle Perfon. But the 
greateft Security a People can have for their Liberty, 
is when the Legislative Power is in the Hands of Per­
fons fo happily diftinguilhed, that by providing for 
the particular Interefts of their feveral Ranks, they 
are providing for the whole Body of the People; or in 
other Words, when there is no Part of the People that 
has not a common Intereft with at leaf! one Part of the 
Legiilators.

1F there be but one Body of Legiilators, it is no 
better than a Tyranny; if there are only two, there will 
want a calling Voice, and one of them mull at length 
be fwallowed up by Difputes and Contentions that will 
neceffarily arife between them. Four would have the 
fame Inconvenience as two, and a greater Number 
would caufe too much Confufion. I could never read 
a Paffage in Polybius, and another in Cicero, to this 
Purpofe, without a fecret Pleafure in applying it to the 
Englijb Conilitution, which it fuits much better than 
the Roman. Both thefe great Authors give the Pre­
eminence to a mixt Government, confifting of three 
Branches, the Regal, the Noble> and the Popular. 
They had doubtlefs in their Thoughts the Conllitution 
of the Roman Commonwealth, in which the Conful re- 
prefented the King, the Senate the Nobles, and the 
Tribunes the People. This Divifion of the three Powers

in
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in the Roman Conllitution was by no means fo diftindt 
and natural, as it is in the Engli/h Form of Govern­
ment. Among feveral Objections that might be made 
to it, I think the Chief are thofe that affeCt the Con- 
fular Power, which had only the Ornaments without 
the Force of the Regal Authority. Their Number 
had not a calling Voice in it; for which Reafon, if 
one did not chance to be employed Abroad, while the 
other fat at Home, the Publick Bufmefs was fometimes 
at a Stand, while the Confuls pulled two different 
Ways in it. Belides, I do not find that the Confuls 
had ever a Negative Voice in the paffmg of a Law, 
or Decree of Senate, fo that indeed they were rather 
the chief Body of the Nobility, or the firft Minillers of 
State, than a diftindl Branch of the Sovereignty, in which 
none can be looked upon as a Part, who are not a Part 
of the Legiilature. Had the Confuls been inveiled 
with the Regal Authority to as great a Degree as our 
Monarchs, there would never have been any Occafions 
for a Diftatorlhip, which had in it the Power of all 
the three Orders, and ended in the Subverfion of the 
whole Conllitution.

SUCH an Hiftory as that of Suetonius, which gives 
us a Succeffion of Abfolute Princes, is to me an unan- 
fwerable Argument againft Defpotick Power. Where 
the Prince is a Man of Wifdom and Virtue, it is indeed 
happy for his People that he is abfolute; but fince in 
the common Run of Mankind, for one that is Wife and 
Good you find ten of a contrary Character, it is very 
dangerous for a Nation to lland to its Chance, or to 
have its publick Happinefs or Mifery depend on the 
Virtues or Vices of a fingle Perfon. Look into the 
Hiftory I have mentioned, or into any Series of Ab­
folute Princes, how many Tyrants muft you read 
through, before you come to an Emperor that is fup- 
portable. But this is not all ; an honeft private Man 
often grows cruel and abandoned, when converted into 
an abfolute Prince. Give a Man Power of doing 
what he pleafes with Impunity, you extinguilh his Fear, 
and confequently overturn in him one of the great Pillars 
of Morality. This too we find confirmed by Matter of 
Fadi. How many hopeful Heirs apparent to grand Em.

G 2 pires. 



pires, when in the Poffeffion of them, have become fuel 
Monfters of Luft and Cruelty as are a Reproach to Hu 
man Nature.

SOME tell us we ought to make our Government: 
on Earth like that in Heaven, which, fay they, is al­
together Monarchical and Unlimited. Was Man like hi: 
Creator in Goodnefs and Juftice, I /hould be for fol­
lowing this great Model ; but where Goodnefs and 
Juftice are not effential to the Ruler, I would by no 
means put myfelf into his Hands to be difpofed of ac­
cording to his particular Will and Pleafure.

IT is odd to confider the Connexion between Defpotic 
Government and Barbarity, and how the making of one 
Perfon more than Man, makes the reft lefs. About nine 
Parts of the World in ten are in the lowed State of Sla­
very, and confequently funk in the mod grofs and bru­
tal Ignorance. European Slavery is indeed a State of 
Liberty, if compared with that which prevails in the 
other three Divifions of the World; and therefore it is 
no Wonder that thofe who grovel under it have many 
Tracks of Light among them, of which the others are 
wholly deftitute.

RICHES and Plenty are the natural Fruits of Liber­
ty, and where thefe abound, Learning and all the Libe­
ral Artswill immediately lift up their Heads and dourifh. 
As a Man muft have no flaviih Fears and Apprehenfions 
hanging upon his Mind, who will indulge the Flights of 
Fancy or Speculation, and puih his Refearches into all 
the abftrufe Corners of Truth, fo it is neceflary for him 
to have about him a Competency of all the Convenien- 
cies of Life.

THE fird thing every one looks after, is to provide 
himfelf with Neceffaries. This Point will ingrofs our 
Thoughts ’till it be fatisfied. If this is taken care of to 
our Hands, we look out for Pleafures and Amufements; 
and among a great Number of idle People, there will be 
many whofe Pleafures will lie in Reading and Contem­
plation. Thefe are the two great Sources of Knowledge, 
and as Men grow wife they naturally love to communi­
cate their Difcoveries; and others feeing the Happinefs 
of fuch a Learned Life, and improving by their Con- 
verfation, emulate, imitate, and furpafs one another, till 

a Nation is filled with Races of wife and underftanding 
Perfons. Eafe and Plenty are therefore the great Che- 
riihers of Knowledge: and, as moft of the Defpotic Go­
vernments of the World have neither of them, they are 
naturally over-run with Ignorance and Barbarity. In 
Europe, indeed, notwithftanding feveral of its Princes 
are abfplute, there are Men famous for Knowledge and 
Learning; but the Reafon is becaufe the Subjects are ma­
ny of them rich and wealthy, the Prince not thinking 
fit to exert himfelf in his full Tyranny like the Princes of 
the Eaftern Nations, left his Subjefts ihould be invited 
to new-mould their Conftitution, having fo many Pro- 
fpe&s of Liberty within their View. But in all Defpotic 
Governments, tho’ a particular Prince may favour Arts 
and Leiters, there is a natural Degeneracy of Mankind, 
as you may obferve from Augustus's Reign, how the 
Romans loft themfelves by Degrees till they fell to an 
Equality with the moft barbarous Nations that furround- 
ed them. Look upon Greece under its free States, and 
you would think its Inhabitants lived in different Cli­
mates, and under different Heavens, from thofe at pre- 
fent; fo different are the Genius’s which are formed un­
der TurkiSh Slavery, and Grecian Liberty.

BESIDES Poverty and Want, there are other Rea- 
fons that debafe the Minds of Men, who live under Sla­
very, though I look on this as the Principal, This na­
tural Tendency of Defpotic Power to Ignorance and Bar­
barity, tho’ not infifted upon by others, is, I think, an un- 
anfwerable Argument againft that Form of Government, 
as it ihews how repugnant it is to the Good of Mankind, 
and the Perfeftion of human Nature, which ought to be 
the great Ends of all Civil Inftitutions. L
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—P“™ eji unique molefus. Hor. Ep. 6. 1. i. v. io.
Both fear alike.

Mr. Spectator,

isa^Sssass
‘ to make their fruitlefs Addreffes This T*■ & s
Ms?
to her own Advantage, fmce it frequently happen^o

and foun her whom they before feemed fo much to° d 
mire and proceed to ad the fame common-place VU 
any towards another. A Coxcomb flulhed with many of 

thefe infamous Victories (hall fayhe is forry for the poor 
Fools, proteft and vow he never thought of Matrnno- 
ny, and wonder talking civilly can be fo llrangelymif-

* interpreted o
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* terpreted. Now, Mr. Spectator, you that are a 
« profeffed Friend to Love, will, I hope, obferye upon 
* thofe who abufe that noble Paflion, and raife it in in- 
‘ nocent Minds by a deceitful Affeftation of it, after 
* which they defert the Enamoured. Pray beftow a little 
* of your Counfel to thofe fond believing Females who 
* already have or are in Danger of broken Hearts ; in 
* which you will oblige a great Part of this Town, but 
* in a particular Manner,

SIR, Your (yet Heart-whole) Admirer, 
and devoted humble Servant,

MELAINIA.'

MELAINlA's Complaint is occasioned by fo general 
a Folly, that it is wonderful one could fo long overlook 
it. But this falfe Galantry proceeds from an Impotence 
of Mind, which makes thofe who are guilty of it incapa­
ble of purfuing what they themfelves approve. Many a 
Man wiihes a Woman his Wife whom he dares not take 
for fuch. Tho’ no one has Power over his Inclinations 
or Fortunes, he is a Slave to common Fame. For this 
Reafon I think Melainia gives them too foft a Name in 
that of Male Coquets, i know not why Irrefolution of 
Mind ihould not be more contemptible than Impotence 
of Body; and thefe frivolous Admirers would be but ten­
derly ufed, in being only included in the fame Term with 
the Infufficient another way. They whom my Corre- 
fpondent calls Male Coquets, fhall hereafter be called 
Fribblers. A Fribbler is one who profeffes Rapture and 
Admiration for the Woman to whom he addreffes, and 
dreads nothing fo much as her Confent. His Heart can 
flutter by the Force of Imagination, but cannot fix from 
the Force of Judgment. It is not uncommon for the 
Parents of young Women of moderate Fortune to wink 
at the Addreffes of Fribblers, and expofe their Children 
to the ambiguous Behaviour which Melainia complains 
of, till by the Fondnefs to one they are to lofe, they 
become incapable of Love towards others, and by Con- 
fequence in their future Marriage lead a joylefs or a mi- 
ferable Life. As therefore I ihall in the Speculations 
which regard Love be as fevere as I ought on Jilts and

G 4 Libertine



¿° wm 1 be as little “^1 to «- 
V?fi and mifchievous Men. In order to this, all 
p , s W Families wherein there are young
fbfX / requi^d to declare themfelves, or
Should their Prefence baniihes

-r^ ?ime t0 the Advantage of thofe 
whom they vifit. It is a Matter of too great Moment 
Peool^ 5 “a 1 01211 eXpeft frOm aI1 “V y^S 
People a fatisfadory Account of Appearances. Strephfn 
dieRMAe Publication hereof feven Days to explain 
Hou^S.V and an
file will h f PA7°meS ber F^and, to declare whether 
th™ r^6 wh°m a Woman of no lefs Merit
be^owa.^ and0ffuPer-fortune, languiihes to call

To the S P £ c T A T O R.

SIR,

t Q 1NC E fo many Dealers turn Authors, and write 
< o quaint Advertifements in praife of their Wares, 
< one who from an Author turn’d Dealer may be al- 
< low.ed f°r Ae Advancement of Trade to turn Author 
4 aSam· { W111 not however fet up like fome of’em, for

felling cheaper than the moft able honeft Tradefmen
* Ca j U?Or do J ^end AJS t0 be better known for Choice 
‘ ™ nCheapXfs of China and JaPan Wares- 'Fea, Fans,' 
‘ Mullins, Pictures, Arrack, and other Indian Goods! 
* Placed as I am in Leadenhalbftreet, near the India- 
‘ Company and the Centre of that Trade, Thanks to my 
* lair \unoniers, my Warehoufe is graced as well as the 
* ®enefic pays of my Plays and Operas; and the foreign

Goods I fell feem no lefs acceptable than the foreign 
Books I tranllated, Rabelais and Don Quixote: This the

* Criticks allow me, and while they like my Wares they
* may difpraife my Writing. But as it is not fo well 

known yet that I frequently crofs the Seas of late, and
* fpeaking Dutch and French, befides other Languages, I 
* have the Conveniency of buying and importing rich 
* Brocades, Dutch Atlas’s, with Gold and Silver, or with- 

cut, and other foreign Silks of the neweft Modes and beft 
Patricks, fine Flanders Lace, Linens, and Pi&ures, at

the

* thebeft hand : This my new way of Trade I have fal- 
* len into I cannot better publilh than by an Application 
* to you. My Wares are fit only for fuch as your Rea- 
‘ ders; and I would beg of you to print this Addrefs in 
‘ your Paper, that thofe whofe Minds you adorn may 
* take the Ornaments for their Perfons and Houfes from 
* me. This, Sir, if I may prefume to beg it, will be 
* the greater Favour, as I have lately received rich Silks 
* and fine Lace to a confiderable Value, which will be 
* fold cheap for a quick Return, and as I have alfo a 
‘ large Stock of other Goods. Indian Silks were for- 
* merly a great Branch of our Trade ; and fince we mull 
* not fell ’em, we mull feek Amends by dealing in 
* others. This I hope will plead for one who would 
* leflen the Number of Teazers of theMufes, and who, 
* fuiting his Spirit to his Circumftances, humbles the 
* Poet to exalt the Citizen. Like a true Tradefman, I 
* hardly ever look into any Books but thofe of Accounts. 
* To fay the Truth, I cannot, I think, give you a bet- 
* ter Idea of mybeing a downright Man of Trafiick, than 
* by acknowledging I oftner read the Advertifements, 
* than the Matter of even your Paper. I am under a 
* great Temptation to take this Opportunity of admoniih- 
* ing other Writers to follow my Example, and trouble 
* the Town no more; but as it is my prefent Bufmefs to 
* increafe the Number of Buyers rather than Sellers, I 
* haften to tell you that I am,

SIR, Your moji humble

and moji obedient Servant,

T Peter Motteux,

G 5 Wur/dap,
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J54

Yitafumma brevis fpem nos vetat inchoare longam.
Hor. Od. 4.1. 1. v. j^o

Life's Span forbids us to extend our Cares, 
And flretch our Hopes beyond our Years,

Creech»

UPON taking my Seat in a Coffee-houfe I often 
draw the Eyes of the whole Room upon me 
when in the hotteft Seafons of News, and at a’ 

time perhaps that the Dutch Mail is juft come in they 
hear me a& the Coffee-man for his laft Week’s Bill of 
Mortality. I find that I have been fometimes taken on 
this occafion for a Pariih Sexton, fometimes for an Un­
dertaker, and fometimes for a Doftor of Phyfick In 
this, however, I am guided by the Spirit of a Philofo- 
pher, as I take occafion from hence to refled upon the 
regular Increafe and Diminution of Mankind, and con- 
fider the feveral various Ways through which we oafs

i a? Eternit/ 1 wellpleafed with thefe 
Weekly Admonitions, that bring into my Mind fuch 
Thoughts as ought to be the daily Entertainment of every 
reasonable Creature ; andean confider, with Pleafure to 
myfelr, by which of thofe Deliverances, or, as we 
commonly call them, Diftempers, I may poffibly make 
my Efcape out of this World of Sorrows, into that Con­
dition of fxiftence, wherein I hope to be Hazier than 
it is poffible forme atprefent to conceive.

BUT this is not all the Ufe I make of the above-men­
tioned Weekly Paper. A Bill of Mortality is in my Opi­
nion an unanfwerable Argument for a Providence. How 
can we, without fuppofing ourfelves under the conftant 
Care of a Supreme Being, give any poffible Account for 
that nice Proportion, which we find in every great City 
between the Deathsand Births of its Inhabitants, and be­
tween the Number of Males and that ©f Females, who 

are 

№289 ^Spectator. 155 
are brought into the World? What elfe could adjuft in fo 
exadt a manner the Recruits of every Nation to its 
Loffes, and divide thefe new Supplies of People into 
fuch equal Bodies of both Sexes ? Chance could never 
hold the Balance with fo fteady a Hand. Were we not 
counted out by an intelligent Supervifor, we fhould 
fometimes be over-charged with Multitudes, and at others 
wafte away into a Defert: We fhould be fometimes a po­
pulus virorum, as Florus elegantly expreffes it, a Genera­
tion of Males, and at others a Species of Women. We 
may extend this Confideration to every Species of living 
Creatures, and confider the whole animal World as an 
huge Army made up of innumerable Corps, if I may 
ufe that Term, whofe Quotas have been kept intire 
near five thoufand Years, in fo wonderful a manner, 
that there is not probably a fingle Species loft during this 
long Trait of Time. Could we have general Bills of 
Mortality of every kind of Animals, or particular ones 
of every Species in each Continent and Ifland, I could 
almoft fay in every Wood, Marfh or Mountain, what 
aftoniihing Inftances would they be of that Providence 
which watches over all its Works ?

I have heard of a great Man in the Romi/h Church, 
who upon reading thofe Words in the vth Chapter of 
Genefis, And all the Days that Adam lived were nine hundred 
and thirty Years, and he died; and all the Days of Seth, 
were nine hundred and twelve Years, and he died; and all 
the Days of Methufelah were nine hundred and fixty nine 
Years, and he died; immediately ihut himfelf up in a Con­
vent, and retired from the World, as not thinking any 
thing in this Life worth purfuing, which had not re­
gard to another.

THE Truth of it is, there is nothing in Hiftory which 
is fo improving to the Reader, as thofe Accounts which 
we meet with of the Deaths of eminent Perfons, and of 
their Behaviour in that dreadful Seafon. I may alio add, 
that there are no Parts in Hiftory which affett and pleafe 
the Reader in fo fenfible a manner. The Reaibn I take 
to be this, becaufe there is no other fingle Circumftance 
in the Story of anyPerfon, which can poffibly be the Cafe 
of every one who reads it. A Battle or a Triumph are 
Conjunctures in which no; one Man in a Million is likely

to



to be engaged; but when we fee a Perfon at the Point of 
JJeath, we cannot forbear being attentive to every thin«· 
he lays or ooes, becaufe we are fure that fome time or 
other we ihall ourfelves be in the fame melancholy Cir- 
cumftances. The General, the Statefman, or the Philo- 
iopher, are perhaps Charafters which we may never aft 
m ; but the dying Man is one whom, fooner or later, 
we mail certainly refemble.

IT is, perhaps, for the fame kind of Reafon that few 
7ritten in have been fo much perufed as 

JJr. Sherfocks Difcourfe upon Death ; though at the 
fame time I muft own, that he who has not perufed this 
Excellent Piece, has not perhaps read one of the ftrongeft 

erfuafives to a Religious Life that ever was written in 
any Language.

THE Confideration, with which I Ihall clofe this 
.tLHhy upon Death, is one of the moil: ancient and moil 
beaten Morals that has been recommended to Mankind. 
But its being fo very common, and fo univerfally re­
ceived, though it takes away from it the Grace of No- 
velty, adds very much to the Weight of it, as it ihewi 
that it falls m with the general Senfe of Mankind. In 
ahort L would have every one confider, that he is in 
this Life nothing more than a Paffenger, and that he is 
not co fet up his Reft here, but to keep an attentive Eye 
upon that State of Being to which he approaches every 
.Moment, . and which will be for ever fixed and perma­
nent. This fmgle Confideration would be fufficient to 
exhnguifh the Bitternefs of Hatred, the Thirft of Ava­
rice, and the Cruelty of Ambition.

I am very much pleafed with the Paffage of Antiphanes 
a very ancient Poet, who lived near an hundred Years 
before aerates which reprefents the Life of Man under 
this View, as I have here tranflated it Word for Word 
£e^ not grieved, fays he, above meafure for thy deceafed 
df tends. They are not dead, but have only finifhed that 
Journey which it is necejfary for every one of us to take · 
We ourfelves muft go to that great Place of Reception in 
-which they are all of them ajfembled, and in this gene- 
ral Rendezvous of Mankind, live together in another State 
J Being.

I think

I think I have, in a former Paper, taken notice of 
thofe beautiful Metaphors in Scripture, where Life is 
termed a Pilgrimage, and thofe who pafs through it are 
called Strangers and Sojourners upon Earth. I ihall con­
clude this with a Story, which I have fomewhere read in 
the Travels of Sir John Chardin ; that Gentleman after 
having told us, that the Inns which receive the Cara­
vans in Perfia, and the Eaftern Countries, are called by 
the Name of Caravanfaries, gives us a Relation to the 
following Purpofe. -

A Dervife, travelling though Tart ary, being arrived 
at the Town of Balk, went into the King’s Palace by 
Miftake, as thinking it to be a publick Inn or Caravan- 
fary. Having looked about him for fome time, he enter’d 
into a long Gallery, where he laid down his Wallet, and 
fpread his Carpet, in order to repofe himfelf upon it 
after the Manner of the Eaftern Nations. He had not 
been long in this Pofture before he was difeovered by 
fome of the Guards, who afked him what was his Bufi- 
nefs in that Place ? The Dervife told them he intended 
to take up his Night’s Lodging in that Caravanfary. 
The Guards let him know, in a very angry manner, 
that the Houfe he was in was not a Caravanfary, but the 
King’s Palace. It happened that the King himfelf palled 
through the Gallery during this Debate, and fmiling at 
the Miftake of the Dervife, allied him how he could 
poffibly be fo dull as not to diftinguilh a Palace from a 
Caravanfary ? Sir, fays the Dervife, give me leave to 
aik your Majefty a Queftion or two. Who were the 
Perfons that lodged in this Houfe when it was firft built ? 
The King replied, His Ancefiors. And who, fays the 
Dervife, was the laft Perfon that lodged here? The 
King replied, His Father. And who is it, fays the Der­
vife, that lodges here at prefent? The King told him, 
that it was he himfelf . And who, fays the Dervife, will 
be here after you ? The King anfwered, The young 
Prince his Son. * Ah Sir, faid the Dervife, a Houfe 
‘ that changes its Inhabitants fo often, and receives fuch 
‘ a perpetual Succeftion of Gueits, is not a Palace but 
* a CaravanfaryL

Friday,
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Projicit ampullas & fe/quipedalia verba.
Ног. Ars Poet. v. 97.

Forgets bis Swelling and Gigantick Words.
Roscommon.

TH E Players, who know I am very much their 
Friend, take all Opportunities to exprefs a Grati­
tude to me for being fo. They could not have a 

better Occafion of Obliging me, than one which they 
lately took hold of. They defired my Friend Will 
Honeycomb to bring me to the Reading of a new 
Tragedy ; it is called The Diftreffed Mother. I muft con- 
fefs, tho’ fome Days are paired fince I enjoyed that En­
tertainment, the Paffions of the feveral Charafters dwell 
ftrongly upon my Imagination; and I congratulate to the 
Age, that they are at laft to fee Truth and human Life 
reprefented in the Incidents which concern Heroes and 
Heroines. The Stile of the Play is fuch as becomes thofe 
of the firft Education, and the Sentiments worthy thofe 
of the higheft Figure. It was a moft exquifite Pleafure 
to me, to obferve real Tears drop from the Eyes of thofe 
who had long made it their Profeflion to diflemble Af- 
fliftion; and the Player, who read, frequently throw 
down the Book, till he had given vent to the Humanity 
which rofe in him at fome irrefiftible Touches of the 
imagined Sorrow. We have feldom had any Female Di- 
ftrefs on the Stage, which did not, upon cool Examina­
tion, appear to flow from the Weaknefs rather than the 
Misfortune of the Perfon reprefented: But in this Trage­
dy you are not entertained with the ungoverned Paffions 
of fuch as are enamoured of each other merely as they 
are Men and Women, but their Regards are founded 
upon high Conceptions of each other’s Virtue and 
Merit; and the Character which gives Name to the 
Play, is one who has behaved herfelf with heroic Virtue
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in the moil: important Circumftances of a Female Life, 
thofe of a Wife, a Widow, and a Mother. If there be 
thofe whofe Minds have been too attentive upon the 
Affairs of Life, to have any Notion of the Paffion of 
Love in fuch Extremes as are known only to particular 
Tempers, yet, in the above-mentioned Confiderations, 
the Sorrow of the Heroine will move even the Genera­
lity of Mankind. Domeftick Virtues concern all the 
World, and there is no one living who is not interefted 
that Andromache ihould be an imitable Character. The 
generous Affeétion to the Memory of her deceafed Huf- 
band, that tender Care for her Son, which is ever 
heightned with the Confideration of his Father, and 
thefe Regards preferved in fpite of being tempted with 
the Pofleffion of the higheft Greatnefs, are what cannot 
but be venerable even to fuch an Audience as at prefent 
frequents the Englijh Theatre. My Friend Will 
Honeycomb commended feveral tender things that 
were faid, and told me they were very genteel ; but 
whifper’d me, that he feared the Piece was not bufy 
enough for the prefent Tafte. To fupply this, he re­
commended to the Players to be very careful in their 
Scenes, and above all Things, that every Part ihould be 
perfeétly new dreffed. I was very glad to find that they 
did not negleél my Friend’s Admonition, becaufe there 
are a great many in his Clafs of Criticifm who may be 
gained by it; but indeed the Truth is, that as to the 
Work itfelf, it is every where Nature. The Perfons 
are of the higheft Quality in Life, even that of Princes ; 
but their (Quality is not reprefented by the Poet, with 
Dire&ion that Guards and Waiters ihould follow them 
in every Scene, but their Grandeur appears in Greatnefs 
of Sentiments, flowing from Minds worthy their Con­
dition. To make a Charaéter truly Great, this Author 
underftands that it ihould have its Foundation in fuperior 
Thoughts and Maxims of Conduft. It is very certain, 
that many an honeft Woman would make no Difficulty, 
tho’ ihe had been the Wife of Hedlor, for the fake of a 
Kingdom, to marry the Enemy of her Huiband’s Fa­
mily and Country ; and indeed who can deny but ihe 
might be ftill an honeft Woman, but no Heroine ? That 
щау be defenfible, nay laudable in one Character, which 

would
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would be in the higheft Degree exceptionable in another. 
When Cato Uticenfis killed himfelf, Cottius a Roman of 
ordinary Quality and Charafter did the fame thing; 
upon whicn one faid, fmiling, * Cottius might have 
‘ lived, tho’ C^far has feized the Roman Liberty.’ Cot­
tbus's Condition might have been the fame, let things at 
the upper End of the World pafs as they would. What 
is further very extraordinary in this Work, is, that the 
Perfons are all of them, laudable, and their Misfortunes 
arife rather from unguarded Virtue than Propenfity to 
Vice. The Town has an Opportunity of doing itfelf 
Juftice in fupporting the Reprefentations of Pafiion, Sor­
row, Indignation, even Defpair itfelf, within the Rules 
of Decency, Honour and Good-breeding ; and fince 
there is no one can flatter himfelf his Life will be always 
fortunate, they may here fee Sorrow as they would with 
to bear it whenever it arrives.

Mr. Spectator,
< T Am appointed to aft a Part in the new Tragedy 
* X called The Diflreffed Mother: It is the celebrated 
« Grief of Orefes which I am to perfonate; but I fliall 
< not aft it as I ought, for I fliall feel it too intimately to 
* be able to utter it. I was laft Night repeating a Para- 
< graph to myfelf, which I took to be an Exprefiion of 
« Rage, and in the middle of the Sentence there was a 
< Stroke of Self-pity which quite unmanned me. Be 
* pleafed, Sir, to print this Letter, that when I am op- 
« prefled in this manner at fuch an Interval, a certain Part 
« of the Audience may not think I am out; and I hope 
« with this Allowance to do it to fatisfaftion.

I am, SIR,
Your mof humble Servant,

George Powell.
Mr. Spectator,

* ASI was walking t’other Day in the Park, I faw a 
‘ JTX Gentleman with a very ihort Face ; I defire to 
‘ know whether it was you. Pray inform me as foon as 
4 you can, left I become the moft heroic Hecatiffa's 
* Rival.

Your humble Servant to command,
SOPHIA,

Dear
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Dear Madam,

IT is not me you are in love with, for I was very 
ill and kept my Chamber all that Day.

Your mof humble Servant,

T The Spectator,

N° 291 Saturday, "February 2.

-11 ■ Ubi plura nitent in carmine, non ego paucis 
Offendor maculis, quas aut Incuria fudit, 
Aut Humana parum cavit Natura———

Hor. Ars Poet. v. 351.
Rut in a Poem elegantly writ,
I will not quarrel with a fight Mifake, 
Such as our Nature's Frailty may excufe.

Ro SC 0 M M O N.

I Have now confidered Miltons Paradife Lof under 
thofe four great Heads of the Fable, the Charafters, 
the Sentiments, and the Language ; and have ih'ewn 

that he excels, in general, under each of thefe Heads. I 
hope that I have made feveral Difcoveries which may 
appear new, even to thofe who are verfed in Critical 
Learning. Were I indeed to choofe my Readers, by 
whofe Judgment I would ftand or fall, they ftiould not 
be fuch as are acquainted only with the French and It a- 
lian Criticks, but alfo with the Ancient and Modern 
who have written in either of the learned Languages. 
Above all, I would have them well verfed in the Greek 
and Latin Poets, without which a Man very often fan­
cies that he underftands a Critick, when in reality he 
does not comprehend his Meaning.

IT is in Criticifm, as in all other Sciences and Specu­
lations; one who brings with him any implicit Notions 
and Obfervations, which he has made in his reading of 
the Poets, will find his own Reflexions methodized and 

‘ explained.
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explained, and perhaps feveral little Hints that hadpafled 
m his Mind, perfected and improved in the Works of a 
good Critick ; whereas one who has not thefe previous 
Lights is very often an utter Stranger to what he reads, 
and apt to put a wrong Interpretation upon it.

NOR is it fufficient, that a Man, who fets up for a 
Judge m Criticifm, ihould have perufed the Authors 
above-mentioned, unlefs he has alfo a clear and logical 
Head. Without this Talent he is perpetually puzzled 
and perplexed amidil his own Blunders, miftakes the 
benie of thofe he would confute, or, if he chances to 
think right, does not know how to convey his Thoughts 
to another with Clearnefs and Perfpicuity. Arijlotle, who 
was the bed Critick, was alfo one of the belt Logicians 
that ever appeared jn the World.

on Human Underftanding 
?° a odd Book for a Man to make
himfelf Mailer of, who would get a Reputation by Cri­
tical Writings; though at the fame time it is very cer- 
j%n.tna^ an Author, who has not learned the Art of 
dillinguiihing between Words and Things, and of rang­
ing his Thoughts and fetting them in proper Lights, 
whatever Notions he may have, will lofe himfelf in 
Confufion . and Obfcurity. I might further obferve 
that there is not a Greek or Latin Critick, who has not 

even *n $tde Criticifms, that he was 
a Mailer of all the Elegance and Delicacy of his native 
i ongue.
THE Truth of it is there is nothing more abfurd 

than for a Man to fet up for a Critick, without a good 
Infight into all the Parts of Learning ; whereas many

1 wa0 kaYe endeavoured to fignalize themfelves 
by Works of this Nature, among our Englijh Writers 
are not only defective in the above-mentioned Particui 
lars, but plainly difcover, by the Phrafes which they 
make ufe of, and by their confufed way of thinking, 
that they acquainted with the moil common
and ordinary Syilems of Arts and Sciences. A few ge­
neral Rules extrafled out of the French Authors, with a 
certain Cant of Words, has fometimes fet up anillite­
rateheavy Writer for a moil judicious and formidable 
Critick.

ONE

ONE great Mark, by which you may difcover a 
Critick who has neither Tafte nor Learning, is this, that 
he feldom ventures to praife any Paflage in an Author 
which has not been before received and applauded by the 
Publick, and that his Criticifm turns wholly upon little 
Faults and Errors. This part of a Critick is fo very eafy 
to fucceed in, that we find every ordinary Reader, upon 
the publiihing of a new Poem, has Wit and Ill-nature 
enough to turn feveral Paffages of it into Ridicule, and 
very often in the right Place. This Mr. Dryden has very 
agreeably remarked in thofe two celebrated Lines ;

Errors, like Straws, upon the Surface flow ;
He who would fearch for Pearl, muji dive below.
A true Critick ought to dwell rather upon Excellen­

cies than Imperfeélions, to difcover the concealed Beau­
ties of a Writer, and communicate to the World fuch 
things as are worth their Obfervation. The moil: exqui- 
fite Words and fineft Strokes of an Author are thofe 
which very often appear the moil doubtful and excepti­
onable to a Man who wants a Reliih for polite Learn­
ing ; and they are thefe, which a four diftinguiihing 
Critick generally attacks with the greateft Violence. 
Tully obferves, that it is very eafy to brand or fix a Mark 
upon what he calls Verbum ardens, or, as it may be 
rendered into Englijh, a glowing bold Exprefjon, and to 
turn it into Ridicule by a cold ill-natured Criticifm. A 
little Wit is equally capable of expofing a Beauty, and 
of aggravating a Fault ; and though fuch a Treatment 
of an Author naturally produces Indignation in the Mind 
of an underilanding Reader, it has however its Efièél 
among the Generality of thofe whofe Hands it falls into, 
the Rabble of Mankind being very apt to think that 
every thing which is laughed at, with any Mixture of 
Wit, is ridiculous in itfelf.

SUCH a Mirth as this is always unfeafonable in a 
Critick, as it rather prejudices the Reader than convinces 
him, and is capable of making a Beauty, as well as a 
Blemiih, the Subjeél of Derifion. A Man, who cannot 
write with Wit on a proper Subjeél, is dull and ftupid ; 
but one, who ihews it in an improper Place, is as imper­
tinent and abfurd. Befides, a Man who has the Gift of 

Ridicule
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Ridicule is apt to find fault with any thing that gives 
him an Opportunity of exerting his beloved Talentf and 

notbecaufe there is any Fomt in it but becufe he can be merry upon it. Such 
vv.°rfpea^ are verY and difingenuous in 

orks of Criticifm, in which the greateft Maders both 
Ancient and Modern, have always appeared with a feri 
ous and inftrudtive Air. F n~
, A S,1 2ntend my next Paper to ihew the Defers in 
Milton s .aradife Loft I thought fit to premife thefe few 
Particulars, to the end that the Reader may know I enter 
upon it, as on a very ungrateful Work, and that I ihall 
juft, point at the Imperfedtions without endeavourino· 
to inflame them with Ridicule. I muft alfo obfervewith 
Longinus, that the Produdtions of a great Genius, with 
many Lapfes and Inadvertencies, are infinitely prefera­
ble to the Works of an inferior kind of Author, which 
are fcrupuloufly exadt and conformable to all the Rules 
of corredt Writing.

I ihall conclude my Paper with a Story out of Bocca- 
which fufiiciently ihews us the Opinion that judi­

cious author entertained of the fort of Criticks I have 
been here mentioning. A famous Critick, fays he, hav­
ing gathered together all the Faultsofan eminent Poet 
made a Prefent of them to Apollo, who received them 
very gracioufly, and refolved to make the Author a 
fuitable Return for the Trouble he had been at in col- 

c em‘ ?rder t0 tbis’ be before him a Sack 
of Wheat, as it had been juft threihed out of the Sh^af 
He then bid him pick out the Chaff from among th^ 

and ¿ay if ^de by itfelf. The Critick applied 
himfelf to the talk with great Induftry and Pleafure, and 
after having made the due Separation, was prefented by 
Apollo with the Chaff for his Pains. e

Monday,

Illam, qui equid agit, quoquo Veftigia fledtit. 
Componit furtim, fubjequiturque decor.

Tibull. Eleg. 2.1. 4. v. 8.
Whale er /he does, ‘where'er her Steps Jhe lends, 
Grace on each Adtion ftlently attends.

AS no one can befaid to enjoy Health, who is only 
not fick, without he feel within himfelf a light- 
Tom and invigorating Principle, which will not 

fuffer him to remain idle, but ftill fpurs him on to Adti- 
on ; fo in the Pradtice of every Virtue, there is fome 
additional Grace required, to give a Claim of excelling 
in this or that particular Adtion. A Diamond may want 
poliihing, though the Value be ftill intrinfically the 
fame; and the fame good may be done with different 
Degrees of Luftre. No Man ftiould be contented with 
himfelf that he barely does well, but he fhould perform 
every thing in the beft and moft becoming Manner that 
he is able.

TU LLY tells us he wrote his Book of Offices, becaufe 
there was no Time of Life in which fome correfpon- 
dent Duty might not be pradtifed ; nor is there a Duty 
without a certain Decency accompanying it, by which 
every Virtue ’tis joined to will feem to be doubled. 
Another may do the fame thing, and yet the Adtion 
want that Air and Beauty which diftinguifh it from 
others; like that inimitable Sunihine Titian is faid 
to have diffufed over his Landikips; which denotes 
them his, and has been always unequalled by any other 
Perfon.

THERE is no one Adtion in which this Quality 
I am fpeaking of will be more fenfibly perceived, 
than in granting a Requeft or doing an Office of Kind- 
nefs. Mummius, by his Way of confenting to a Bene- 
fadUon, ihall make it lofe its Name; while Carns 

doubles
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doubles the Kindnefs and the Obligation: From the 
firft the defired Requeft drops indeed at laft, but from 
fo doubtful a Brow, that the Obliged has almoft as 
much Reafon to refent the Manner of bellowing it, as 
to be thankful for the Favour itfelf. Carus invites 
with a pleafing Air, to give him an Opportunity of 
doing an Aft of Humanity, meets the Petition half 
Way, and confents to a Requeft with a Countenance 
which proclaims the Satisfaction of his Mind in alfifting 
the Diftrefled.

THE Decency then that is to be obferved in Libe­
rality feems to confift in its being performed with fuch 
Chearfulnefs, as may exprefs the Godlike Pleafure is to 
be met with in obliging one’s Fellow-Crearures; that 
may ihew Good-nature and Benevolence overflowed, 
and do not, as in fome Men, run upon the Tilt and 
tafte of the Sediments of a grutching uncommunicative 
Difpofition.

SINCE I have intimated that the greateft Decorum 
is to be preferved in the beftowing our good Offices, I 
will illuftrate it a little by an Example drawn from 
private Life, which carries with it fuch a Profuflon of 
Liberality, that it can be exceeded by nothing but the 
Humanity and Good-nature which accompanies it. It 
is a Letter of Pliny's, which I ihall here tranflate, be- 
caufe the Aftion will belt appear in its firft Drefs of 
Thought, without any foreign or ambitious Ornaments.

P L I N r to QU I N T I L IA N.

‘ rpHO' I am fully acquainted with the Content- 
« I ment and juft Moderation of your Mind, and 
* the Conformity the Education you have given your 
* Daughter bears to your own Character ; yet fmce ihe 
* is fuddenly to be married to a Perfon of DiftinCtion, 
* whofe Figure in the World makes it neceffary for her 
* to be at a more than ordinary Expence in Clothes 
* and Equipage fuitable to her Huiband’s Quality; by 
< which, tho’ her intrinfick Worth be not augmented, 
« yet will it receive both Ornament and Luftre : And 
« knowing your Eftate to be as moderate as the Riches
6 of your Mind are abundant, I muft challenge to my-

7 i felf
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* felf fome part of the Burden; and as a Parent of 
( your Child, I prefent her with Twelve hundred and 
f fifty Crowns towards thefe Expences; which Sum had 
( been much larger, had I not feared the Smallnefs of 

it would be the greateft Inducement with you to ac-
‘ cept of it. Farewel.

THUS ihould a BenefaClion be done with a good 
Grace, and ihine in the ftrongeft Point of Light ; it 
fhould not only anfwer all the Hopes and Exigencies of 
the Receiver, but even out-run his Wiihes: ’Tis this 
happy Manner of Behaviour which adds new Charms to 
it and foftens thofe Gifts of Art and Nature, which 
otherwife would be rather diftafteful than agreeable. 
Without it, Valour would degenerate into Brutality 
Learning into Pedantry, and the genteeleft Demeanour 
into Affectation. Even Religion itfelf, unlefs Decency 
be the Handmaid which waits upon her, is apt to make 
People appear guilty of Sournefs and Ill-humour: but 
this ihews Virtue in her firft original Form, adds a 
Comehnefs to Religion, and gives its Profeffors the 
jufteft Title to the Beauty of Holinefs. A Man fully in- 
ftruCted in this Art, may affume a thoufand Shapes, and 
pleafe in all: He may do a thoufand Actions ihall be­
come none other but himfelf; not that the Things them- 
felves are different, but the Manner of doing them.

IF you examine each Feature by itfelf, Aglaura and 
Calhclea are equally handfom; but take them in the 
Whole, and you cannot fuffer the Comparifon : The one 
is full of numberlefs namelefs Graces, the other of as 
many namelefs Faults.

THE Comelinefs of Perfon, and the Decency of Be­
haviour, add infinite Weight to what is pronounced 
by any one. ’Tis the want of this that often makes 
the Rebukes and Advice of old rigid Perfons of no 
EfteCt, and leave a Difpleafure in the Minds of thofe 
they are directed to : But Youth and Beauty, if accom­
panied with a graceful and becoming Severity, is of 
mighty Force to raife, even in the molt Profligate a 
Senfe of Shame. In Milton, the Devil is never c’e- 
fcribed aihamed but once, and that at the Rebuke of a 
beauteous Angel.

So
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- So fpake the Cherub, and his grave Rebuke, 

Severe in youthfid Beauty, added Grace 
Invincible: Abajldd the Devilfood, 
.Andfelt hove avful Goodnefs is, andfavo, 
Virtue in her oven Shape hove lovely ! fave and pin'd 
His Lofs.

THE Care of doing nothing unbecoming has accom­
panied the greateft Minds to their lalt Moments. They 
avoided even an indecent Pofture in the very Article of 
Death. Thus Crefar gathered his Robe about him, that 
he might not fall in a manner unbecoming of himfelf; 
and the greateft Concern that appeared in the Behaviour 
of Lucretia, when fhe ftabbed herfelf, was, that her 
Body ihould lie in an Attitude worthy the Mind which 
had inhabited it.

——— Ne non procumbat honefe, 
Extrema hac etiam cur a cadentis erat.

Ovid. Faft. 1. 3. v. 833;
’Twas her laft Thought, How decently to fall.

Mr. Spectator,
* T Am a young Woman without a Fortune ; but of a 
* J- very high Mind: That is. Good Sir, I am to the 
* laft degree Proud and Vain. I am ever railing at the 
4 Rich, for doing Things, which, upon Search into my 
* Heart, I find I am only angry becaufe I cannot do 
* the fame myfelf. I wear the hooped Petticoat, and 
* am all in Calicoes when the fineft are in Silks. It 
* is a dreadful thing to be poor and proud; there- 
* fore if you pleafe, a Lefture on that Subjedt for the 
* Satisfaction of

Tour uneafy humble Servant,
Z JEZEBEL.

Thurfday,
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IldTil1 ydp iVp?9VZ<Tl (TV U-U-Chy bl TUVH.
Frag. Vet. Poet.

- The prudent fill have Fortune on their Side.

THE famous Gratian, in his little Book wherein 
he lays down Maxims for a Man’s advancing him­
felf at Court, advifes his Reader to affociate him­

felf with the Fortunate, and to fhun the Company of 
the Unfortunate; which, notwithstanding the Bafenefs 
of the Precept to an honeft Mind, may have fomething 
ufeful in it for thofe who puili their Intereft in the 
World. It is certain a great Part of what we call good 
or ill Fortune, rifes out of right or wrong Meaiures 
and Schemes of Life. When I hear a Man complain 
of his being unfortunate in all his Undertakings, I 
fhrewdly fufpeft him for a very weak Man in his Af­
fairs. In Conformity with this way of thinking, Car­
dinal Richlieu ufed to fay, that Unfortunate and Impru­
dent were but two Words for the fame Thing. As the 
Cardinal himfelf had a great Share both of Prudence 
and Good-Fortune, his famous Antagonift, the Count 
d'Olivarez, was difgrac’d at the Court of Madrid, 
becaufe it was alledged againft him that he had ne­
ver any Succefs in his Undertakings. This, fays aji 
eminent Author, was indiredily accuiing him of Impru­
dence.

CICERO recommended Pompey to the Romans for 
their General upon three Accounts, as he was a Man of 
Courage, Conduit, and Good-Fortune. It was, per­
haps, for the Reafon above-mentioned, namely that a 
Series of Good-Fortune fuppofes a prudent Management 
in the Perfon whom it befalls, that not only Sylla the 
Dictator, but feveral of the Roman Emperors, as is 
ftill to be feen upon their Medals, among their other

Vol. IV. H Titles,



170 ^he Spectator. №293 
Titles, gave themfelves that of Felix or Fortunate. The 
Heathens, indeed, feem to have valued a Man more 
for his Good-Fortune than for any other Quality, which 
I think is very natural for thofe who have not a ftrong 
Belief of another World. For how can I conceive a 
Man crowned with many diilinguifhing Bleflings, that 
has not fome extraordinary Fund of Merit and Per- 
feftion in him, which lies open to the Supreme Eye, 
tho’ perhaps it is not discovered by my Obfervation ? 
What is the Reafon Homer's and Virgil's Heroes do not 
form a Refolution, or ftrike a BIow^ without the Con­
duit and Direction of fome Deity ? Doublets, becaufe 
the Poets efteemed it the greateft Honour to be favoured 
by the Gods, and thought the beft Way of praifing a 
Man was to recount thofe Favours which naturally im­
plied an extraordinary Merit in the Perfon on whom they 
defcended.

THOSE who believe a future State of Rewards 
and Punifhments act very abfurdly, if they form their 
Opinions of a Man’s Merit from his Succefies. But 
certainly, if I thought the whole Circle of our being 
was concluded between our Births and Deaths, I ihould 
think a Man’s Good-Fortune the Meafure and Standard 
of his real Merit, fince Providence would have no Op­
portunity of rewarding his Virtue and Periodic ns, but 
in the prefent Life. A virtuous Unbeliever, who lies 

.under the Prefiure of Misfortunes, has reafon to cry out, 
as they fay Brutus did a little before his Death. O Vir­
tue, 1 have worjhipped thee as a Subjlantial Good, but 1 

find thoti art an empty Name.
BUT to return to our firft Point: Tho’ Prudence 

does undoubtedly in a great Meafure produce our good 
or ill Fortune in the World, it is certain there are ma­
ny unforefeen Accidents and Occurrences, which very 
often pervert the fine# Schemes that can be laid by 
Human Wifdom. The Race is not always to the Swift, 
nor the Battle to the Strong. Nothing lefs than infi­
nite Wifdom can have an abfolute Command over 
Fortune; the higheft Degree of it, which Man can 
pofiefs, is by no means equal to fortuitous Events, and 
to fuch Contingencies as may rife in the Profecution of 
cur Affairs. Nay, it very often happens, that Pru­

dence, 

dence, which has always in it a great Mixture of 
Caution, hinders a Man from being fo fortunate as he 
might poflibly have been without it. A Perfon who 
only aims at what is likely to fucceed, and follows 
clofely the Didates of Human Prudence, never meets 
with thofe great and unforefeen Succefies, which are 
often the Effe,d of a Sanguine Temper, or a more happy 
Rafhnefs; and this perhaps, may be the Reafon, that, 
according to the common Obfervation, Fortune, like 
other Females, delights rather in favouring the young 
than the old.

UPON the whole, fince Man is fo ihort-fighted a 
Creature, and the Accidents which may happen to him 
i® various, 1 cannot but be of Dr. Fillotfons Opinion in 
another Cafe, that were there any Doubt of a Providence, 
yet it certainly would be very defirable there ihould be fuch 
a Being of infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs, on whofe Di- 
reflion we might rely in the Conduit of human Life.

IT is a great Prefumption to afcribe our Succefies to 
our own Management, and not to efteem ourfelves upon 
any Blefiing, rather as it is the Bounty of Heaven, than 
the Acquifition of our own Prudence. I am very well 
pleafed with a Medal which was ftruck by Queen Eliza­
beth, a little after the Defeat of the invincible Armada, 
to perpetuate the Memory of that extraordinary Event* 
It is well known how the King of Spain, and others who 
were the Enemies of that great Princefs, to derogate 
from her Glory, afcribed the Ruin of their Fleet rather 
to the Violence of Storms and Tempefts, than to the 
Bravery of the EngUJh. Queen Elizabeth, inftead of 
looking upon this as a Diminution of her Honour, va­
lued herfelf upon fuch a fignal Favour of Providence 
and accordingly, in the Reverfe of the Medal above- 
mentioned, has reprefented a Fleet beaten by a Tempeft 
and falling foul upon one another, with that Religious 
Infcription, Afflavit Deus & difipantur. He blew with 
his Wind, and they were fiattered.

is remarkable of a famous Grecian General 
whofe Name I cannot at prefent recoiled, and who 
had been a particular Favourite of Fortune, that upon 
recounting his Victories among his Friends, he added at 
the End of feveral great Adions, And in this Fortune had
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ne Share. After which it is obferved in Hiftory, that he 
¡never profpered in any thing he undertook.

A S Arrogance and a Conceitednefs of our own 
Abilities are very Shocking and offenfive to Men of Senfe 
and V irtue, we may be lure they are highly difpleafing 
to that Being who delights in an humble Mind, and by 
feveral of his Difpenfations feems purpofely to fhew us, 
that our own Schemes or Prudence have no Share in our 
Advancements.

SINCE on this Subjed I have already admitted 
feveral Quotations which have occurred to my Me­
mory upon writing this Paper, I will conclude it with 
a little Perfan Fable. A Drop of Water fell out of 
a Cloud into the Sea, and finding itfelf loft in fuch an 
iijimenfity of fluid Matter, broke out into the following 
Reflexion: ‘Alas! What anr infignificant Creature am 
* I in this prodigious Ocean of Waters ; my Exiftence is 
* of no Concern to the Univerfe, I am reduced to a 
* Kind of Nothing, and am lefs than the leaft of the 
* Works of God.’ It fo happened that an Oifter, which 
lay in the Neighbourhood of this Drop, chanced to 
gape and fwallow it up in the midft of this its humble 
Soliloquy. The Drop, fays the Fable, lay a great 
while hardening in the Shell, ’till by Degrees it was 
ripen’d into a Pearl, which falling into the Hands of a 
Diver, after a long Series of Adventures, is at prefent 
that famous Pearl which is fixed on the Top of the Per- 
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Decile ef plurimum virtutem revereri qui femper fecundd 
fortuna fit ufus. Tull, ad Herennium.

The Man who is always fortunate, cannot capdy have a 
great Reverence for Virtue.

JNSOLENCE is the Crime of all others which 
every Man is apt to rail at; and yet there is one Re- 
fpedt in which almoft all Men living are guilty of it, 

and that is in the Cafe of laying a greater Value upon the 
Gifts of Fortune than we ought. It is here in England 
come into our very Language, as a Propriety of Di- 
ftinclion, to fay, when we would fpeak of Perfons to their 
Advantage, They are People of Condition. There is no 
doubt but the proper Ufe of Riches implies that a Man 
fhould exert ail the good Qualities imaginable ; and if we 
mean by a Man of Condition or Quality, one who, ac­
cording to the Wealth he is matter of, ihews himfelfjuft, 
beneficent, and charitable, that Term ought very de- 
fervedly to be had in the higheft Veneration; but when 
Wealth is ufed only as it is the Support of Pomp and 
Luxury, to be rich is very far from being a Recommen­
dation to Honour and Refpedt. It is indeed the greateft 
Infolence imaginable, in a Creature who would feel the 
Extremes of Thirft and Hunger, if he did not prevent 
his Appetites before they call upon him, to be fo forgetful 
of the common neceflity of Human Nature, as never to 
call an Eye· upon the Poor and Needy. The Fellow who 
efcaped from a Ship which ftruck upon a Rock in the 
Weft, and join’d with the Country-People to deftroy his 
Brother Sailors, and make her a Wreck, was thought a 
moft execrable Creature; but does not every Man who 
enjoys the Poffeflion of what he naturally wants, and is 
unmindful of the unfupplied Diftrefs of other Men, betray 
the fame Temper of Mind ? When a Man looks about 
Jiim, and with regard to Riches and Poverty beholds fome

H 3 drawn
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drawn in Pomp and Equipage, and they and their very 
Servants with an Air of Scorn and Triumph overlooking 
the Multitude that pafs by them; and, in the fame 
Street, a Creature of the fame Make crying out in the 
Name of all that is Good and Sacred to behold his Mi- 
^ry and give him fome Supply againit Hunger and 
Nakednefs; who would believe thefe two Beings were of 
the fame Species ? But fo it is, that the Consideration 
of Fortune has taken up all our Minds, and, as I have 
often complained, Poverty and Riches (land in our Ima­
ginations in the Places of Guilt and Innocence. But in 
ail Seafons there will be fome Inftances· of Perfons who 
have Souls too large to be taken with popular Prejudices, 
and whiie the reft of Mankind are contending for Supe­
riority in Power and Wealth, have their Thoughts bent 
upon the Neceffities of thofe below them. The Charity- 
Schools, which have been eredted of late Years, are the 
greateft Inftances of publick Spirit the Age has pro­
duced : But indeed when we confider how long this Sort 
of Beneficence has been on Foot, it is rather from the 
good Management of thofe Jnftitutions, than from the 
Number or Value of the Benefactions to them, that they 
make fo great a Figure. One would think it impoffible 
that in the Space of fourteen Years there fhould not have 
been five thoufand Pounds beftowed in Gifts this Way, 
nor fixteen hundred Children, including Males and Fe­
males, put out to Methods of Induftry. It is not allowed 
me to fpeak of Luxury and Folly with the fevere 
Spirit they deferve; I fhall only therefore fay, I ihall very 
readily compound with any Lady in a Hoop-Petticoat, if 
ihe gives the Price of one half Yard of the Silk towards 
Clothing, Feeding and Inftruding an innocent helplefs 
Creature of her own Sex in one of thefe Schools. The 
Confcioufnefs of fuch an Adtion will give her Features a 
nobler Life on this illuftrious Day, than all the Jewels 
that can hang in her Hair, or can be cluftered in herBo- 
fom. It would be uncourtly to fpeak in harfher Words to 
the Fair, but to Men one may take a little more Free­
dom. . It is monftrous how a Man can live with fo little 
Reflexion as to fancy he is not in a Condition very unjuft 
and difproportioned to the reft of Mankind, while he en­
joys Wealth, and exerts no Benevolence or Bounty to

others.

№294 Spectator. 175
others. As for this particular Occafion of thefe Schools* 
there cannot any offer more worthy a generous Mind» 
Would you do an handfom thing without Return ? do it 
for an I nfant that is not fenfible of the Obligation: Would 
you do it for publick Good? do it for one who will be 
an honeft Artificer: Would you do it for the Sake of 
Heaven ? give it to one who ihall be inftrudted in the 
Worlhip of him for whofe Sake you gave it. It is me­
thinks a moft laudable Inftitution this, if it were of no 
other Expeftation than that of producing a Race of 
good and ufeful Servants, who will have more than a 
liberal, a religious Education. What would not a Man 
do, in common Prudence, to lay out in Purchafe of one 
about him, who would add to all his Orders he gave the 
Weight of the Commandments to enforce an Obedience 
to them ? for one who would confider his Mafter as his 
Father, his Friend, and Benefadtor, upon the eafy 
Terms, and in Expediation of no other Return but mo­
derate Wages and gentle Ufage ? It is the common Vice 
of Children to run too much among the Servants; from 
fuch as are educated in thefe Places they would fee 
nothing but Lowlinefs in the Servant, which would not 
be disingenuous in the Child. All the ill Offices and de­
famatory Whifpers, which take their Birth from Dome- 
fticks, would be prevented, if this Charity could be 
made univerfal; and a good Man might have a Know­
ledge of the whole Life of the Perfons he defigns to take 
into his Houfe for his own Service, or that of his Family 
or Children, long before they were admitted. This would 
create endearing Dependencies: and the Obligation, 
would have a paternal Air in the Mafter, who would bet 
relieved from much Care and Anxiety from the Grati­
tude and Diligence of an humble Friend attending him 
as his Servant. I fall into this Difcourfe from a Letter 
fent to me, to give me notice that Fifty Boys would be 
Clothed, and take their Seats (at the Charge of fome 
generous Benefadtors) in St. Bride s Church on Sunday 
next. I wiih I could promife to myfelf any thing which 
my Correfpondent feems to expedt from a Publication of 
it in this Paper; for there can be nothing added to what 
fo many excellent and learned Men have laid on this Oc- 
caiion; But that there may be fomething here which

H 4 would
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would move a generous Mind, like that of him who writ 
to me, I fhall tranfcribe an handfom Paragraph of Dr. 
Snape s Sermon on thefe Charities, which my Correfpon- 
dent inclofed with this Letter.

THE wife Providence has amply cbmpenfated the Dif­
advan t ayes of the Pcor and Indigent, in wanting many 
of the Conveniencies of this Life, by a more abundant 
Provifon for their Happinefs in the next. Had they been 
higher born or more richly endowed, they would have 
wanted this Manner of Education, of which thofe only enjoy, 
the Benefit, who are low enough to fubmit to it·, where they 
have fuch Advantagej without Money, and without Price, as 
the Rich cannot pur chafe with it. I he Learning which· is 
given, is generally more edifying to them, than that which is 
fold to others: Thus do they become more exalted in Goodnefs, 
by being depreffid in Fortune, and their Poverty is, in reality, 
their Preferment.

295 FhurfdayFebruary y,.

Prodiga non finiit pereuntem Faemina cenfum: 
At velut exhaufid. redivivus pullulet arca, 
i^ummus, & e pleno femper tollatur acervo, 
Non unquam reputat, quanti fibi gaudia confiant.

Juv. Sat. 6. v. 361.
Put Womankind, that never knows a Mean 
Down to the dregs their finking Fortunes drain : 
Hourly they give, andjpend, and wafie, and wear, 
And think no Pleafure can he bought too dear.

BRYDEN.

Mr. Spectator,
* T Am turned of my great Climafleric, and am na- 
‘ £ turally a Man of a meek Temper. About a dozen 
* _ Years ago I was married, for my Sins, to a young 
‘ Woman of a good Family, and of an high Spirit; but 
‘ could not bring her to clofe with me, before I had en- 

4 tered
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* tered into a Treaty with her longer than that of ths 
* Grand Alliance. Among other Articles, itwas there- 
4 in ftipulated, that ihe fhould have 400/. a Year for 
4 Pin-money, which I obliged myfelf to pay Quarterly 
4 into the hands of one who ailed as her Plenipoten- 
4 tiary in that Affair. I have ever fince religioully 
* obferved my part in this folemn Agreement. Now, 
4 Sir, fo it is, that the Lady has had feveral Children 
4 fince I married her; to which, if I fhould credit 
4 our malicious Neighbours, her Pin-money has not a 
4 little contributed. The Education of thefe my Chil- 
* dren, who, contrary to my Expectation, are born to 
4 me every Year, ftraitens me fo much, that I have 
4 begged their Mother to free me from the Obliga- 
* tion of the above-mentioned Pin-money, that it may 
4 go towards making a Provifion for her Family. This.
4 Propofal makes her noble Blood fwell in her Veins, in- 
4 fomuch that finding me a little tardy in her laft Quar- 
4 ter’s Payment, fire threatens me every Day to arreft
4 me; and proceeds fo far as to tell me, that if I do not 
4 do her Juftice, I ihall die in a Jail. To this ihe adds, 
4 when her Paffion will let her argue calmly, that fire 
4 has feveral Play-Debts on her Lland, which muft be 
4 difcharged very fuddenly, and that ihe cannot loie 
4 her Moneyas becomes a Woman of her Faihion, if ihe 
4 makes me any Abatements in this Article. I hope, 
4 Sir, you will take an Occafion from hence to give 
4 your Opinion upon a Subject which you have not yet 
4 touched, and inform us if there are any Precedents for 
4 this Ufage among our Anceftors; or whether you find 
4 any mention of Pin-money in Grotius, Puffendorf, or 
4 any other of the Civilians.

I am ever the humbleft of your Admirers,

Jofiah Fribble, Efq,

A S there is no man living who is a more profeffed 
Advocate for the Fair-Sex than myfelf, fo there is none­
that would be more unwilling to invade any of their an­
cient Rights and Privileges; but as the Doctrine of Pin- 
money; is of a very late Date, unknown to our Great. 
Grandmothers, and not yet received by many of our 
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Modern Ladies, I think it is for the Intereft of both 
Sexes to keep it from fpreading.

Mr. FRIB BLE may not, perhaps, bemuch miftaken 
where he intimates, that the fupplying a Man’s Wife with 
Pin-money, is furniihing her with Arms again# himfelf, 
and in a manner becoming acceflary to his own Diiho- 
nour. We may, indeed, generally obferve, that in pro­
portion as a Woman is more or lefs Beautiful, and her Huf- 
band advanced in Years, ihe ftands in need of a greater or 
lefs number of Pins, and, upon a Treaty of Marriage, rife a 
or falls in her Demands accordingly. It muft likewife 
be owned, that high Quality in aMiftrefs does very much, 
inflame this Article in the Marriage-Reckoning.

BUT where the Age and Circumftances of both Par­
tie. are pretty much upon a level, I cannot but think 
the infilling upon Pin-money is very extraordinary; and 
yet we find feveral Matches broken off upon this very 
Head W hat would a Foreigner, or one who is a Stranger 
to this Practice, think of a Lover that forfakes his Miftrefs, 
becaufe he is not willing to keep her in Pins·, but what 
would he think of the Millrefs, ihould he be informed that 
(he afks five or fix hundred Pounds a Year for this Ufe ? 
Should a Man unacquainted with our Cuftoms be told the 
Sums which are allowed in Great-Britain, under theTitle 
of Pin-money, what a prodigious Confumption of Pins 
would he think there was in this Ifland ? a Pin a Day, 
fays our frugal Proverb, is a Groat a Year, fo that, ac­
cording to this Calculation, my Friend Fribble’s. Wife 
muft every Year make ufe of Eight millions fix hundred 
and forty thoufand new Pins.

I am not ignorant that our British Ladies alledge they 
comprehend under this general Term feveral other Con- 
veniencies of Life j I could therefore wifli, for the Honour 
of my Country-women, that they had rather called it 
Needle-money, which might have implied fomething of 
Good-houfewifry, and not have given the malicious World 
occafion to think, that Drefs and Trifle have always the 
uppermoft Place in a Woman’s Thoughts.

I know feveral of my fair Readers urge, in defence of 
this Practice, that it is but a neceflary Provifion they make 
for themfelves, in cafe their Hufband proves a Churl or a 
Miferj fo that they confider this Allowance as a kind of

Alimony,,
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Alimony, which they may lay their Claim to without 
adtually feparating from their Huibands. But with Sub- 
million, I think a Woman who will give up herfelf to a 
Man in Marriage, where there is the leaft Room for fuch 
an Apprehenfion, and truft her Perfon to one whom ihe 
will not rely on for the common Neceflaries of Life, may 
very properly be accufed (in the Phrafe of an homely 
Proverb) of being Penny wife and Poundfoolifh.

IT is obferved of over-cautious Generals, that they ne­
ver engage in a Battle without fecuring a Retreat, in cafe 
the Event ihould not anfwer their Expectations; on the 
other hand, the greateft Conquerors have burnt their 
Ships, or broke down the Bridges behind them, as being 
determined either to fucceed or die in the Engagement. 
In the fame manner I ihould very much fufpedl a Woman 
who takes fuch Precautions for her Retreat, and contriver 
Methods how ihe may live happily, without the Affe£?i- 
on of one to whom ihe joins herfelf for Life. Separate 
Purfes between Man and Wife are, in my Opinion, as 
unnatural as feparate Beds. A Marriage cannot be hap­
py, where the Pleasures, Inclinations, and Interefts of 
both Parties are not the fame. There is no greater In­
citement to Love in the Mind of Man, than the Senfe 
of a Perfon’s depending upon him for her Eafe and Hap- 
pinefs; as a Woman ufes all her Endeavours to pleafe 
the Perfon whom fhe looks upon as her Honour, her 
Comfort, and her Support.

FOR this Reafon I am not very much furprifed at 
the Behaviour of a rough Country Squire, who, being, 
not a little ihocked at the Proceeding of a young Widow 
that would not recede from her Demands of Pin money, 
was fo enraged at her mercenary Temper, that he told 
her in great Wrath, c As much as ihe thought him her 
8 Slave, he would ihew all the World he did not care a 
* Pin for her.’ Upon which he flew out of the Room, 
and never faw her more.

SOCRATES, in Plato's. Alcibiades, fays, he was in­
formed by one who had travelled through Perfa, that as 
he pafied over a great Trad of Lands, and inquired what 
the Name of the Place was, they told him it was the 
Queen's Girdle; to which he adds, that another wide 
Field, which lay by it, was called the Veil·, and 
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that in the fame Manner there was a large Portion ci 
Ground fet afide for every part of her Majefty’s Drefs. 
Thefe Lands might not be improperly called the Queen 
cl PerJias Pin-money.

I remember my Friend Sir R o g e r, who I dare fay 
never read this Paflage in Plato, told me fometime iince, 
that upon his courting the Perverfe Widow (of whom I 

- have given an Account in former Papers) he had difpofed 
of an hundred Acres in a Diamond-Ring, which he would 
have prefented her with, had fhe thought fit to accept it; 
and that upon her Wedding-Day ihe ihould have carried 
on her Head fifty of the tallefr Oaks upon hisEftate. He 
further informed me that he would have given her a 
Coal-pit to keep her in clean Linen, that he would have 
allowed her the Profits of a Windmill for her Fans, and 
have prefented her once in three Years with the Shear­
ing of his Sheep for her Under-Petticoats. To which the 
Knight always adds, that though he did not care for fine 
Clothes himfelf, there ihould not have been a Woman in 
the Country better drefled than my Lady Coverly. Sir 
Roger, perhaps, may in this, as well as in many other 
of his Devices, appear fomething odd and Angular; but 
if the Humour of Pin-money prevails, I think it would be 
very proper for every Gentleman of an Eftate to mark 
out fo many Acres of it under the Title of The Pins. L
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------Nugis addere pondus. Hor. Ep. 19. 1. 1. v. 42·, 
- —- - Add weight to Frif.es.

Dear Spec,
* T 1 AV ING lately converted much with the Fair-
4 11 Sex on the Subjeft of your Speculations, (which·, 
* . fince their Appearance in Publick, have been the
* chief Exercite of the Female loquacious Faculty) I found 
* the Fair Ones pofiefs’d with a Diflatisfailion at your pre-
4 fedngGr^ Mottoes to the Frontifpiece of your late Pa,-

4 pers 1

4 pers ; and, as a Man of Galantry, I thought it a Duty 
‘ incumbent on me to impart it to you, in Hopes of a 
‘ Reformation, which is only to be effected by a Reftora- 
4 tion of the Latin to the ufual Dignity in your Papers, 
* which, of late, the Greek, to the great Difpleafure of 
4 your Female Readers, has ufurp’d ; for tho’ the Latin has 
4 the Recommendation of being as unintelligible to them 
* as the Greek, yet being written of the fame Charader 
4 with their Mother-Tongue, by the Afliftance of a Spel- 
4 ling-Book it’s legible ; which Quality the Greek wants: 
4 And fmce the Introduftion of Operas into this Nation, 
4 the Ladies are fo charmed with Sounds abltradled from 
‘ their Ideas, that they adore and honour the Sound of 
4 Latin as it is old Italian. I am a Solicitor for the Fair 
4 Sex, and therefore think myfelf in that Charafter more 
4 likely to be prevalent in this Requeft, than if I ihould 
4 fubfcribe myfelf by my proper Name.

7 M
1 defire you may infiert this in one of your Speculations „ 

tojhew my Zeal for removing the Difiat isfadtion of the. Fair 
Sex, and refioring you to their Favour.

SIR,
4 T Was fome time fince in Company with a young Of- 
4 I ficer, who entertained us with the Conqueft he had 
4 made over a Female Neighbour of his; when a Gentle- 
4 man who ftoodby, as I fuppofe, envying the Captain’s, 
4 good Fortune, aiked him what reafon he had to be- 
4 lieve the Lady admired him ? Why, fays he, my Lodg- 
4 ings are oppofite to hers, and fhe is continually at her 
4 Window either at Work, Reading, taking Snuff, or put- 

ting herfelf in fome toyingPofture on purpofe to draw
4 my Eyes that Way. The Confeflion of this vain Soldier
4 made me reflect on fome of my own Addons ; for 

you muftknow, Sir, I am often at a Window which fronts
4 the Apartments of feveral Gentlemen, who I doubt not 
4 have the fame Opinion of me. I muft own I love to 
4 look at them all, one for being well drefled, a fecond for 
4 his fine Eye, and one particular one, becaufe he is the 
4 leaft Man 1 ever faw; but there is fomething fo eafy and 
* pleafajit in the Manner of my little Man, that I obferve 
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* he is a Favourite of all his Acquaintance. I could o-o on 
‘ to tell you of many others, that I believe think I have 
‘ encouraged them from my Window : But pi ay let me 
* have your Opinion of the Ufe of the Window in a 
* beautiful Lady; and how often ihe may look out at 
4 the lame Man, without being fuppofed to have a Mind 
* to jump out to him.

Yours,
Aurelia Carelefs, 

Twice,
Mr. Spectator,

* T Have for feme Time made Love to a Lady, who 
4 J received it with all the kind Returns I ought to ex- 
4 peft: But without any Provocation, that I know of, 
* flie has of late ihunned me with the utmoll Abhorrence, 
4 infomuch that ihe went out of Church lail Sunday in 
4 the midft of Divine Service, upon my coming into the 
* fame Pew. Pray, Sir, what muft I do in this Bufmefs i

Your Servant,
EUPHUES. 

Let her alone Ten Days.

Mr. Spectator, York, Jan. 20, 1711.12«

WE have in this Town a fort of People who pre­
tend to Wit and write Lampoons: I have lately 

4 been the Subjeft of one of them. The Scribbler had 
* not Genius enough inVerfe to turn my Age, as indeed 
* I am an old Maid, intoRallery, for affecting a youthier 
4 Turn than is confiftent with my Time of Day ; and 
4 therefore he makes the Title of his Madrigal, the Cha- 
4 raster of Mrs. Judith Lov eh ane, born in the Year 1680. 
* What I defire of you is, That you difallow that a Cox- 
4 comb, who pretends to write Verfe, ihould put the 
4 moil malicious Thing he can fay in Profe. This I 
4 humbly conceive will difable our Country Wits, who 
* indeed take a great deal of pains to fay any tiring in 
5 Rhyme, tho1 they fay it very ill.

1 am, SIR,
. Your humble Servant,

Sufanna Lovebane.
Mr*

Mr. Spe c tat о r,
* t Y7E are feveral of us, Gentlemen and Ladies, who 
e W board in the fame Houfe, and after Dinner one
4 of our Company (an agreeable Man enough otherwife)
4 ftands up and reads your Paper to us all. We are the
4 civileft People in the World to one another, andthere-
4 fore I am forced to this way of defiring our Reader,
4 when he is doing this Office, not to iland afore the
4 Fire. This will be a general Good to our Family this
4 cold Weather. He will, I know, take it to be our
4 common Requeft when he comes to thefe Words, Pray,
* Sir, fit down ; which I defire you to infert, and you 
f will particularly oblige

Your daily Reader,
Charity FroE.

SIR,
• 4 Y Am a great Lover of Dancing, but cannot perform.

4 1 fo well as fome others; however, by my Out-of-
4 the way Capers, and fome original Grimaces, I don’t
4 fail to divert the Company, particularly the Ladies, who
4 laugh immoderately all the Time. Some, who pretend
4 to be my Friends, tell me they do it in Derifion, and
4 would advife me to leave it off, withal that I make my-
4 felf ridiculous. I don’t know what to do in this Affair,
4 but I am reiolved not to give over upon any Account, 
4 ’till I have the Opinion of the Spectator.

Your humble Servant,

John Trott.

IF Mr. Trott is not aukward out of Time, he has a
Right to Dance let who will Laugh: But if he has 

ио Ear he will interrupt others; and I am of Opinion 
he ffiould fit Hill. Given under my Hand this Fifth of 
February, 1711-12»
T ’ The Sp e e tat or.

Saturday^
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297 Saturday* February g.

■ — ------ velut Ji
Egregio infperfos reprendas cor pore naves.

Hor, Sat. 6. 1. 1 v. 66.
■ds perfect Beauties often have a Mole. Creech.

AFTER what I have faid in my laft Saturday's Pa­
per I fhall enter on the Subjeft of this without 
further Preface, and remark the feveral Defers 

which appear in the Fable, the Charafters, the Sentiments, 
and the Language of Milton's Paradife Loft ; not doubt­
ing but the Reader will pardon me, if I alledge at the 
Jame time whatever may be faid for the Extenuation of ’ 
iuch Defers. The firft Imperfeftion which I fhall ob- 

in the Fable is, that the Event of it is unhappy.
^.r " E Fable of every Poem is, according to Ari ft Ms 
Bivifion, either Simple or Implex. It is called Simple 
when there is no Change of Fortune in it; Implex, when 
the Fortune of the chief Aftor changes from Bad to Good 
or from Good to Bad. 7 he Implex Fable is thought the 
moft perfeft ; I fuppofe, beeaufe it is more proper to ftir 
up the Paffions of the Reader, and to furprife him with 
»greater Variety of Accidents.

implex Fable is therefore of two kinds; In the 
firft the Chief After mikes his Way through a long 
Series of Dangers and Difficulties, till he arrives at Hom 
our and Profperity, as we fee in the Story of Ulyfes In 
the fecond, the chief Aftor in the Poem falls from fome 
eminent Pitch ofHoncur and Profperity, into Mifery and 
Difgrace. Thus we fee Adam and Eve finking from a 
State or Innocence and Happinefs, into the moft abieft- 
Condition of Sin and Sorrow. J

THE moft taking Tragedies among the Ancients, were 
btult on this laft fort of Implex Fable, particularly the 
4 xagedy oi OEdipus, which proceeds upon a Story, if we 

may 
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may believe Ariftotle, the moft proper for Tragedy that 
could be invented by the Wit of Man. I have taken 
feme Pains in a former Paper to fhew, that this kind of 
Implex Fable, wherein the Event is unhappy, is more 
apt to affeft an Audience than that of the firft kind ; 
notwithftanding many excellent Pieces among tue Anci­
ents, as well as moft of thofe which have been wntten 
of late Years in our own Country, are railed upon con- 
trary Plans. I muft however own, that I think this 
kind of Fable, which is the moft perfeft in Tragedy, is 
not fo proper for an Heroic Poem.

MILLON feems to have been. fenfible of this Im­
perfeftion in his Fable, and has therefore endeavoured to 
cure it by feveral Expedients ; particularly by the Mor­
tification which the great Adversary of Mankind meets 
with upon his Return to the Affembly of infernal Spi­
rits, as it is defcribed in a beautiful Pafiage of the Tenth. 
Book ; and like wife by the Vifion wherein Adam at the 
Clofe of the Poem fees his Offspring triumphing over 
his great Enemy, and himfelf reftored to a happier Pa­
radife than that from which he fell.

THERE is another Objeftion againft Miltons Fa­
ble, which is indeed almoft the fame with the former, 
tho’ placed in a different Light, namely, 1 hat the Hero 
in the Paradife Loft is unfuccefsful, and by no means a 
Match for his Enemies. This gave Occafion to NIv. Dry­
dens Reflexion, that the Devil was. in reality Miltons 
Hero. I think I have obviated this Objection in my 
firft Paper. The Paradife Loft is an Epic or a Narrative 
Poem, and he that looks for an Hero in it, fearches for 
that which Milton never intended ; but if he will needs fix 
the Name of an Hero upon any Perfon in it, ’tis cer­
tainly the MeJJiah who is the Hero, both in the Principal 
Aftion, and in the chief Epifodes. Paganifm could not 
furnilh out a real Aftion for a Fable greater than that of 
the Iliad or MEneid, and therefore an Heathen could not 
form a higher Notion of a Poem than one of that, kind, 
which they call an Heroic. Whether Miltons is not of 
a fublimer Nature I will not prefume to determine : It 
is fufiicient that I ihew there is in the Paradife Loft all 
the Greatnefs of Plan, Regularity of Defign, and ma- 
fterly Beauties which we difeover in Homer and Virgil.

3
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I mud in the next Place obferve, that Milton has in- 

lnth/ Pexture of^’s Fable feme Particulars 
which do not feem to have Probability enough for an 
“£C Poem particularly in the Aftions which he af-

Deat^ and the p^ure which he
09 d L7bo °f Yanity> with other Pailages in 

%· vr e B?°k- Such -^hegories rather favour of the
Pr kt°[ and Arioft°’ than offfo^r and Virgil.

t * e Strufture of his Poem he has likewife admitted 
too many Digreffions. It is finany obferved by Ariftotle, 

kUthLr °f an Heroic Poem 1110111(1 feldom fpeak 
thT™ ^wras ofhis Work as he can into 
the Mouths of thofe who are his Principal Aitors. Ari- 

has given no reafon for this Precept; but I prefume 
i th,e Mind of the Reader more awed 

and elevated when he hears tineas or Achilles fpeak, 
than when I trgil ex Hamer talk in their own Perfons. 
Echoes that aflummg the Character of an eminent Man 

apt hre imagination, and raife the Ideas of
gm a · TAly te113 us> mentioning his Dialogue of
~ld Age, in which Cato is the Chief Speaker, that up- 

n a Review of it he was agreeably impofed upon, and 
fancied that it was Cato, and not he himfelf, who ut­
tered his Thoughts on that Subjedt

IF the Reader would be at the pains to fee how the 
yory of the Iliad and the AEneid is delivered by thofe 
vS · who aft in it, he will be furprifed to find how 
t e in «ltaer thefe Poems proceeds from the Au- 

tnws. Milton has, in the general difpofition of his 
i able very finely obferved this great Rule ; infomuch, 
tha t th ere is fcarce a third Part of it which comes from 
I k r ; reft 1S fP°ken either by Adam and 
•r Good or Evil Spirit who is engaged either 
in their Deflru&ion or Defence. ®
p. .P RJP what has been here obferved it appears, that 
Jygreffions are by no means to be allowed of in an Epic 
Poem.. If the Poet, even in the ordinary courfe of his 
Narration, fhould fpeak as little as poflible, he ihould 
««amly never let his Narration ileep for the fake of any 
Reflexions of his own. I have often obferved, with a 
^tet Admiration, that the longefl: Reflexion in the 

A&ieid is in that Paffage of the Tenth Book, where
Tunus
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‘litmus is reprefented as drefiing himfelf in the SpoLs of 
Pallas, whom he had (lain. Virgil here lets his haoie 
ftand ftill for the fake of the following Remark. Hove ts 
the Mini of Man ignorant of Futurity, and unable to bear 
brofberous Fortune vnth Moderation 1 The Time 
nuhen Turnus jhall vjijb that he had left'file 
Pallas untouched, and curfe the Day on vshtch he drefed 
himfelf in thefe Spoils. As the great Event o t e 
MEneid, and the Death of Turnus, whom ^neas i ew 
becaufe he faw him adorned with the Spoils of Pallas^ 
turns upon this Incident, Virgil went out of his way to 
make this Reflexion upon it, without which fo fmab a 
Circumftance might poflibly have flipt out of his Rea­
der’s Memory. Lucan, who was an Injudicious Poet, 
lets drop his Story very frequently for the fake of his 
unneceflary Digreflions, or his Diverticula, as Scaliger 
calls them. If he gives us an Account of the Prodigies 
which preceded the Civil War, he declaims upon ye 
Occafion, and ihews how much happier it would be for 
Man, if he did not feel his Evil Fortune Before it conies 
to pals ; and fuffer not only by its real W eight, but by 
the Apprehenfion of it. Miltons Complaint for .his 
Blindnefs, his Panegyrick on Marriage, his Reflexions 
on Adam and Eve's going naked, of the Angels Eating, 
and feveral other Palfages in his Poem, are liable to the 
fame Exception, tho’ I mull conrefs there is fo great a 
Beauty in thefe very Digreflions, that I would not wilh 
them out of his Poem.

I have, in a former Paper, fpoken of the Characters 
of Milton's Paradife Loft, and declared my Opinion, as 
to the Allegorical Perfons who are introduced in it.

IF we look into the Sentiments, I think they are 
fometimes defective under the following Heads ; Firft, 
as there are feveral of them too much Pointed, and fome 
that degenerate even into Puns. Of this laft kind I 
am afraid is that in the Firfl: Book, where, fpeaking o 
the Pygmies, he calls them,

- -- The fmall Infantry 
Warn'd on by Cranes-· ■ - —

ANOTHER Blemiih that appears in fome of his- 
Thoughts, is his frequent Allufion to Heathen Fables,
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which are not certainly of a piece with theDivine Sub- 
jeft or which he treats. I do not find fault with thefe 
AJuhons, where the Poet himfelf reprefents them as fa­
bulous as he does in fome Places, but where he men­
tions them as Truths and Matters of Fad. The Limits 
ef my Paper will rot give me leave to be particular in 
Inftances of this kind ,· the Reader will eafily remark 
them in his Perufal of the Poem.

A third Fault in his Sentiments, is an unnecefiary Oflen- 
tation of Learning, which likewife occurs very frequent­
ly· It is certain that both Homer and Virgil were Ma- 
Lsrs cf all the Learning of their Times, but it ihews it- 
elr in their Works after an indirect and concealed man­

ner. Milton feems ambitious of letting us know, by his 
Excurfions on Free-will andPredeftination, and his many 
Glances upon Hiftory, Agronomy, Geography, and 
tne like, as well as by the Terms and Phrafes he fome- 
times makes ufe of, that, he was acquainted with the 
Whole Circle of Arts and Sciences.

IF Jn the laft place we conficer the Language of this 
great Poet, we muft allow what I have hinted in a for­
mer Paper, that it is often too much laboured, and fome- 
times obfeured by old Words, Tranfpofitions, and fo­
reign Idioms. Senecas Objection to the Stile of a great 
Author, Riget ejus oratio, nihil in ed placidum, nihil 
lene, is what many Criticks make to Milton: As I can­
not wholly refute it, fo I have already apologized for 

apoiher PaPer : to which 1 niay further add, that 
Miltons Sentiments and Ideas were fo wonderfully Sub­
lime, that it would have been impoffible for him to have 
reprefented them in their full Strength and Beauty, 
without having recourfe to thefe foreign Afiiftances. Our 
Language funk under him, and was unequal to that 
Greatnefs of Soul, which furnilhed him with fuch glo­
rious Conceptions.

A fecond Fault in his Language is that he often afFefts 
a kind of Jingle in his Words, as in the followino· Paf- 
fages, and many others :

This tempted our attempt——.... -
At one flight bound high overleaf all bound.

I know'there are Figures of this kind of Speech, that 
fome of the greateft Ancients have been guilty of it, and 
that Ariflotle himfelf has given it a place in his Rheto- 
rick among the Beauties of that Art. But as it is in itfelf 
poor and trifling, it is I think at prefent univerfally ex­
ploded by all the Mailers of polite Writing.

THE laft Fault which I ihalltake notice of in Mil­
ton's Stile, is the frequent ufe of what the Learned call 

‘Technical Words, or Terms of Art. It is one of the 
greateft Beauties of Poetry, to make hard things intel­
ligible, and to deliver what is abftrufe of itfelf in fuch 
eafy Language as may be underftood by ordinary Rea­
ders : Befides, that the Knowledge of a Poet ihould ra­
ther feem born with him, or infpired, than drawn from 
Books and Syftems. I have often wonder’d how Mr. 
Dryden could tranflate a Paflage out of Virgil after the 
following manner.

Tack to the Larboard, and fl and off to Sea, 
Veer Starboard Sea and Land.-------- -

Milton makes ufe of Larboard in the fame manner. 
When he is upon Building he mentions Doric Pillars, 
Pilaflers, Cornice, Freeze, Architrave. When he talks 
of Heavenly Bodies, you meet with Ecliptic and Eccen­
tric, the-Trepidation, Stars dropping from the Zenith, Rays 
culminating from the Equator : To which might be added 
many Inftances of the like kind in feveral other Arts 
and Sciences.

I fhall in my next Papers give an account of the many 
particular Beauties in Milton, which would have been 
too long to infert under thofe general Heads I have al­
ready treated of, and with which I intend to conclude 
this Piece of Criticifm. "

And brought into the World a World of Woe.
" -—Begirt th' Almighty throne
Befeeching or befieging------—.

This Monday,
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Uufquam Futa fides-' - „ ' 

Honour is no where fiafe.

Mr. Spec tat o r,

Virg. Æn. 4. V. 373,

London, Feb. g, 1711-12^
* T Am a Virgin, and in no cafe defpicable; but yet 
* 1 fuch as I am I muft remain, or elfe become, ’tis 
* to be feared, lefs happy; for I find not the leaft 
* good EfFeft from the juft Correction you fome time 
* fince gave that too free, that loofer Part of our Sex 
* which fpoils the Men; the fame Connivance at the 

.4 Vices, the fame eafy Admittance of Addrefles, the 
* fame vitiated Reliih of the Convocation of the greateft 
* of Rakes (or in a more faihionable way of exprefling 
* one’s felf, of fuch as have feen the World moft) ftill 
* abounds, increafes, multiplies.

‘THE humble Petition therefore of many of the moft 
* ftrifdy virtuous, and of myfelf, is, That you’ll once 
4 more exert your Authority, and that according to your 
* late Promife, your full, your impartial Authority, on 
4 this fillier Branch of our Kind : For why ihould they be 
4 the uncontrolable Miftrefles of our Fate? Why ihould 
* they with impunity indulge the Males in Licentioufnefs 
4 whilft Angle, and we have the difmal Hazard and 
* Plague of reforming them when married ? Strike home, 
4 Sir, then, and fpare not, or all our maiden Hopes, our 
4 gilded Hopes of nuptial Felicity are fruftrated, are va- 
* nifhed, and you yourfelf, as well as Mr. Courtly, will, by 
4 fmoothing over immodeft Practices with the .Glofs of 
* foft and harmlefs Names, forever forfeit our Efteem. 
* Nor think that I’m herein more fevere than need be: 
* If I have not reafon more than enough, do you and 
* the world judge from this enfuing Account, which, I 
* think, will prove the Evil to be univerfal.
‘YOU muft know then, that fince your Reprehenfion 

5 of this Female Degeneracy came out, I’ve had a Tender
* of
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4 of RefpeCts from no lefs than five Perfons, of tolerable 
4 Figure too as Times go: But the Misfortune is, that four 
4 of the five are profefled Followers of the Mode. They 
4 would face me down, that all Women of good Senfe 
* ever were, and ever will be, Latitudinarians in Wed- 
4 lock ; and always did, and will, give and take what they 
4 profanely term Conjugal Liberty and Confcience.
‘THE two firft of them, a Captain and a Merchant, 

4 to ftrengthen their Argument, pretend to repeat after a 
* Couple, a Brace of Ladies of Quality and Wit, That 
4 Fenus was always kind to Mars ; and what Soul, that 
4 has the leaft Spark of Generofity, can deny a Man of 
4 Bravery any Thing ? And how pitiful a Trader that, 
4 whom no Woman but his own Wife will have Corre- 
4 fpondence and Dealings with ? Thus thefe; whilft the 
4 third, the Country Squire, confefled, That indeed he 
4 was furprifed into Good-breeding, and enter’d into the 
4 Knowledge ofthe World unawares; That dining t’other 
4 Day at a Gentleman’s Houfe, the Perfon who enter- 
4 tained was obliged to leave him with his Wife and 
4 Neices ; where they fpoke with fo much Contempt of 
4 an abfent Gentleman for being fo flow at a Hint, that 
4 he refolved never to be droufy, unmannerly, or ftupid 
4 for the future at a Friend’s Houfe; and on a hunting 
4 Morning, not to purfue the Game either with the 
4 Hufband abroad, or with the Wife at home.
‘THE next that came was a Tradefraan, no lefs full 

4 of the Age than the former ; for he had the Galantry 
4 to tell me, that at a late Junket which he was invited 
4 to, the Motion being made, and the Queftion being 
4 put, ’twas by Maid, .Wife and Widow refolved, nemine 
4 contradicente, That a young fprightly Journeyman is 
4 abfolutely neceflary in their way of Bufinefs : To which 
4 they had the Afient and Concurrence of their Huibands 
4 prefent. I dropped him a Curtfy, and gave him to 
4 underftand thatwas his Audience of Leave.

4 I am reckoned pretty, and have had very many Ad- 
4 vances befides thefe ; but have been very averfeto hear 
4 any of them, from my Obfervation on thefe above-men- 
4 tioned, ’till I hoped fome Good from the Charaćłer of 
4 my prefent Admirer, a Clergyman. But I find even 
4 amongft them there are indirećtPraćtices in relation to

4 Love,
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‘ Love, and our Treaty is at prefent a little in Sufpence, 
‘ till feme Circumftances are cleared. There is a Charge 
■ againft him among the Women, and the Cafe is this: 
* It is alledged, That a certain endowed Female would 
‘ have appropriated herfelf to and confolidated herfelf 
• with a Church, which my Divine now enjoys; (or, 
* which is the fame thing, did proftitute herfelf to her 
* Friend’s doing this for her:) That my Ecclefiaftick, 
* to obtain the one, did engage himfelf to take off the 
* other that lay on Hand ; but that on his Succefs in the 
‘ Spiritual, he again renounced the Carnal.

■ ‘ I put this clofely to him, and taxed him with Difin- 
* genuity. He to clear himfelf made the fubfequent De- 
* fence, and that in the mod folemn manner poffible. 
‘ That he was applied to and inftigated to accept of a 
* Benefice: That a conditional Offer thereof was indeed 
5 made him at firft, but with Difdain by him rejected : 
‘ That when nothing (as they eafily perceived) of this 
* nature could bring him to their Purpofe, Affurance of 
* his being intirely unengaged beforehand, and fafe from 
* all their After-expeftations (the only Stratagem left to 
* draw him in) was given him : That purfuant to this 
‘ the Donation itfelf was without Delay, before feveral 
* reputable Witneffes, tendered to him gratis, with the 
‘ open Profeffion of not the leal! Referve, or moft mi- 
* nute Condition ; but that yet immediately after In- 
‘ duftion, his infiduous Introducer, (or her crafty Pro- 
* curer, which you will) induftriodly fpread the P>.eport 
* which had reached my Ears, not only in the Neigh- 
* bourhood of that laid Church, but in London, in the 
‘ University, in mine and his own Country, and where- 
* ever elfe it might probably obviate his Application to 
* any other Woman, and fo confine him to this alone: 
* And in a word, That as he never did make any previ- 
‘ ous Offer of his Service, or the leaft Step to her Af- 
* feftion ; fp on his Difcovery of thefe Defigns thus laid 
* to trick him, he could rot but afterwards, in Juftice 
* to himfelf, vindicate both his Innocence and Freedom 
* by keeping his proper Diftance.

‘ THIS is his Apology, and I think I Ihall be fatisfied 
* with it. But I cannot conclude my tedious Epiftle, with- 
‘ out recommending to you not only to refume your 

‘ former
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4 former Chaftifement, but to add to your Criminals 
‘ the Simoniacal Ladies, who feduce the facred Order 
* into the Difficulty of either breaking a mercenary 
‘ Troth made to them whom they ought not to deceive 
* or by breaking or keeping it offending againft him 
‘ whom they cannot deceive. Your Affiftance and La- 
‘ bours of this fort would be of great Benefit, and your 
* fpeedy Thoughts on this Subjeft would be very fea- 
* fonable to,

SLR, Tour mojl obedient Servant,
T Chaftity Loveworth.

№299 Fuefday, February 12.

Malo Venufinam, quam te, Cornelia, Mater 
Gracchorum, fi cum magnis virtutibus affers 
Grande fupercilium, Ld numeras in dote triumphos, 
Tolle tuum precor Annibalem, vittumque Syphacem 
In cafiris', & cum tota Carthagine migra.

Juv. Sat. 6. v. 166»
Some Country-Girl, fiarce to a Curtfy bred, 
Would 1 much rather than Cornelia wed; 
If jupercilious, haughty, proud, and vain, 
She brought her Father s Triumphs in her Train, 
diway with all your Carthaginian State·, 
Let vanquifis d Hannibal without Doors wait, C 
Too burly and too big to pafs my narrow Gate. 5

Dryden.

IT is ooferved, that a Man improves more by reading 
the Story of a Perfon eminent for Prudence and Vir­
tue, than by the fineft Rules and Precepts of Morality.

In the fame manner a Reprefentation of thofe Calamities 
and Misfortunes which a weak Man fuffers from wron«· 
Meafures, and ill-concerted Schemes of Life, is apt to 
make a deeper Impreffion upon our Minds, than the 
wifeft Maxims andlnftrudtions that can be given us, for

Vol. IV. i avoiding 



avoiding the like Follies and Indifcretions in our own pri­
vate Conduit. It is for this Reafon that I lay before my 
Reader the following Letter, and leave it with him to 
make his own ufe of it, without adding any Reflexions 
of my own upon the Subjeit Matter.

Mr. Spectator,
* T TA VING carefully perufed a Letter fent you by 4 £1 Jofiab Fribble, Efq; with your fubfequent Dif- 
4 courfe upon Pin-money, I do prefume to trouble you 
* with an Account of my own Cafe, which I look upon 
4 to be no lefs deplorable than that of Squire Fribble. I 
4 am a Perfon of no Extraition, having begun the World 
4 with a fmall parcel of Rufty Iron, and was for fome 
* Years commonly known by the Name of Jack Anvil. 
i I have naturally a very happy Genius for getting 
* Money, infomuch that by the Age of five and twenty 
4 I had fcraped together four thoufand two hundred 
4 Pounds, five Shillings and a few odd Pence. I then 
4 lanched out into confiderable Bufinefs, and became a 
4 bold Trader both by Sea and Land, which in a few 
4 Years raifed me a very confiderable Fortune. For thefe 
4 my good Services I was knighted in the thirty fifth 
4 Year of my Age, and lived with great Dignity among 
4 my City Neighbours by the Name of Sir John Anvil. 
* Being in my Temper very ambitious, I was now bent 
4 upon making a Family, and accordingly refolved that 
4 my Defcendents ihould have a Daih of good Blood in 
4 their Veins. In order to this I made love to the 
4 Lady Mary Oddly, ah indigent young Woman of 
4 Quality. To cut ihort the Marriage Treaty, I threw 
4 her a Charte Blanche, as our News-Papers call it, de- 
4 firing her to write upon it her own Terms. She was 
4 very concife in her Demands, infilling only that the 
4 Difpofal of my Fortune and the Regulation of my Fa- 
4 mily ihould be intirely in her Hands. Her Father and 
4 Brothers appeared exceedingly averfe to this Match, 
4 and would not fee me for fome time; but at prefent are 
4 fo well reconciled, that they dine with me almoft every 
4 Day, and have borrowed confiderable Sums of me;
4 which my Lady Mary very often twits me with, when 
f fhe would ihew me how kind her Relations are to me.

4 She

4 She had no Portion, as I told you before; but what ihe
4 wanted in Fortune ihe makes up in Spirit. She at firft 
‘ changed my Name to Sir John Envil, and at prefent 
4 writes herfelf Mary Enville. I have had fome Children.
4 by her, whom ihe has chriftened with the Sirnames of 
4 her Family, in order, as ihe tells me, to wear out the 
4 Homelinefs of their Parentage by the Father’s Side. Our 
4 eldelt Son is the Honourable Oddly Enville, Efq; and 
4 our eldelt Daughter Harriot Enville. Upon her firlt 
4 coming into my Family, ihe turned off a parcel of very 
4 careful Servants, who had been long with me, and in- 
4 troduced in their ftead a couple of Black-a-moors, and 
4 three or four very genteel Fellows in laced Liveries, be- 
4 fides her Frenchwoman, who is perpetually making a 
4 noife in the Houfe in a Language which no body under- 
4 Hands, except my Lady Mary. She next fet herfelf to 
4 reform every Jloom of my Houfe, having glazed all 
4 my Chimney-pieces with Looking-glaffes, and planted 
4 every Corner with fuch Heaps of China, that I am ob-
4 liged to move about my own Houfe with the greateft 
4 Caution and Circumfpeftion, for fear of hurting fome 
4 of our brittle Furniture. She makes an Illumination 
4 once a Week with Wax-candles in one of the largeit 
4 Rooms, in order, as Ihe phrafes it, to fee Company.
4 At which time ihe always defires me to be Abroad, or ’ 
4 to confine myfelf to the Cock-loft, that I may not 
4 difgrace her among her Vifitants of Quality. Her 
4 Footmen, as I told you before, are fuch Beaus that I 
4 do not much care for aikingthem Queftions; when I 
4 do, they anfwer me with a faucy Frown, and fay that 
4 every thing, which I find fault vzith, was done by my 
4 Lady Mary's Order. She tells me that ihe intends 
4 they ihall wear Swords with their next Liveries, hav- 
4 ing lately obferved the Footmen of two or three Per- 
4 fons of Quality hanging behind the Coach with Swords 
4 by their Sides. As foon as the firil Honey-moon was 
* over, I reprefented to her the Unreafonablenefs of thofe 
4 daily innovations which ihe made in my Family; but 
4 ihe told me I was no longer to confider myfelf as Sir 
4 John Anvil, but as her Huiband; and added with a 
4 Frown, that I did not feem to know who ihe was. I was 
f furprifed to be treated thus, after fuch Familiarities

I 2 4 as



* as had paffed between us. But ihe has fince given me 
4 to know, that whatever Freedoms ihe may fometimes 

■4 indulge me in, ihe experts in general to be treated 
* with the Refped that is due to her Birth and Quality. 
* Our Children have been trained up from their Infancy 
* with fo many Accounts of their Mother’s Family, 
* that they know the Stories of all the great Men and 
4 Women it has produced. Their Mother tells them, 
4 that fuch an one commanded in fuch a Sea Engage- 
4 ment, that their Great Grandfather had a Horfe fliot 
* under him at Edge-hill, that their Uncle was at the 
* Siege of Buda, and that her Mother danced in a Ball 
4 at Court with the Duke of Monmouth; with abun- 
* dance of Fiddle-faddle of the fame Nature. I was the 
4 other Day a little out of Countenance at a Queftion 
* of my little Daughter Harriot, who afked me with a 
* great deal of Innocence, why I never told them of 
4 the Generals and Admirals that had been in my Fa- 
4 mily. As for my eldeft Son Oddly, he has been fo 
4 fpirited up by his Mother, that if he does not mend his 
* Manners I ihall go near to difmherit him. He drew 
4 his Sword upon me before he was nine Years old, and 
4 told me that he expeded to be ufed like a Gentleman ; 
4 upon my offering to corred him for his Infolence, my 
4 Lady Mary ftept in between us, and told me, that I 
4 ought to confider there was fome Difference between 
4 his Mother and mine. She is perpetually finding out 
4 the Features of her own Relations in every one of my 
4 Children, tho’, by the way, I have a little Chub- 
4 faced Boy as like me as he can ftare, if I durft fay 
4 fo ; but what moil angers me, when fhe fees me play- 
4 ing with any of them upon my Knee, fhe has begged 
4 me more than once to converfe with the Children as 
4 little as poffible, that they may not learn any of my 
4 aukward Tricks.

4 be fond before Company. Mr. Hotfpur and his Lady, 
4 in a Room full of their Friends, are ever faying fome- 
4 thing fo fmart to each other, and that but juft within 
f Rules, that the whole Company ftand in the utmoft

I 3 4 Anxiety

4 YOU muft farther know, fince I am opening my 
4 Heart to you, that fhe thinks herfelf my Superior in 
4 Senfe, as much as fne is in Quality, and therefore treats 
4 me like a plain well-meaning Man, who does not know 
4 the World. She didates to me in my own Bufmefs, 
4 fets me right in point of Trade, and if.I difagree with 
4 her about°any of my Ships at Sea, wonders that I will

4 difpute
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4 difpute with her, when I know very well that her Great
4 Grandfather was a Flag-Officer.

4 TO compleat my Sufferings, fhe has teifed me for
4 this Quarter of a Year laft paît, to remove into one of
4 the Squares at the other End of the Town, promifmg
4 for my Encouragement, that I ihall have as good a
4 Cock-loft as any Gentleman in the Square; to which

4 the Honourable Oddly Enville, Efq; always adds, like
4 a Jack-a-napes as he is, that he hopes ’twill be as near 
4 the Court as poffible.

4 IN fhort, Mr. Spectator, I am fo much out of 
4 my natural Element, that to recover my old Way of 
4 Life I would be content to begin the World again, and be 
4 plain Jack Anvil·, but alas! I am in for Life, and am 
4 bound to fubfcribe myfelf, with great Sorrow of Heart,

Your humble Ser vant,
L John Enville, Km.

№300 Wednefday^ February 13.

■.... . Diverfum vitio vitium prop's majus.
Hor. Ep. 18. 1. 1. v, 5.

—— Another Failing of the Mind, 
Greater than this, of a quite different kind.

Poo t T.

Mr. Spectator,
* \ ¥ 7 E N y°u ta^ Subjed of Love, and
4 y y the Relations arifmg from it, methinks you 
4 fhould take care to leave no Fault unobferved
4 which concerns the State of Marriage. The great
4 Vexation that I have obferved in it, is that the wedded 
4- Couple feem to want Opportunities of being often 
4 enough alone together, and are forced to quarrel and
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1 Anxiety and Sufpence for fear of their falling into Ex- 
' tremities which they could not be prefent at. On the 

other Side, Tom Paddle and his pretty Spoufe wherever 
they come are billing at fuch a Rate, as they think 
¡null do our Hearts good to behold ’em. Cannot you

: poffibly propofe a Mean between being Wafps and 
; Doves in Publick ? I fhould think if you advifed to 

hate or love fmcerely it would be better: For if they 
would be fo difcreet as to hate from the very Bottom 
of their Hearts, their Averfion would be too ftrong for 
little Gibes every Moment; and if they loved with that 
calm and noble Value which dwells in the Heart, with 
a Warmth like that of Life-Blood, they would not be 
fo impatient of their Paffions as to fall into obfervable 
Fondnefs. This Method, in each Cafe, would fava 
Appearances; but as thofe who offend on the fond 
Side are by much the fewer, I would have you begin 
with them, and go on to take notice of a moft imper­
tinent Licence married Women take, not only to be 
very loving to their Spoufes in publick, but alfo make 
naufeous Allufions to private Familiarities, and the 
like. Lutina is a Lady of the greateft Difcretion, you 
muft know, in the World; and withal very much a 
Phyfician: Upon the Strength of thefe two Qualities 
there is nothing ihe will not fpeak of before us Vir­
gins ; and ihe every Day talks with a very grave Air 
in fuch a Manner, as is very improper fo much as to 
be hinted at but to obviate the greateft Extremity. 
Thofe whom they call good Bodies, notable People, 
hearty Neighbours, and the pureft goodeft Company 
in the World, arc the great Offenders in this Kind. 
Here I think I have laid before you an open Field for 
Pleafantry; and hope you will ihew thefe People that 
at leaft they are not witty: In which you will fave from 
many a Bluih a daily Sufferer, who is very much

Your moß humble Servant,

S.ufannah Loveworth.

Mu*
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Mr. Spectator,
* T N yours of Wednefday the 30th paft, you and 
* 1 your Correfpondents are very fevere on a fort of 
* Men, whom you call Male Coquets; but without any 
* Other Reafon, in my Apprehenfion, than that of 
* paying a /hallow Compliment to the Fair Sex, by ac- 
* culing fome Men of imaginary Faults, that the Wo- 
* men may not feem to be the more faulty Sex; though 
* at the fame time you fuppofe there are fome fo weak 
* as to be impofed upon by fine Things and falfe Ad- 
* dreffes. I can’t perfuade myfelf that your Defign is 
* to debar the Sexes the Benefit of each other’s Con» 
* verfation within the Rules of Honour; nor will you, 
* I dare fay, recommend to ’em, or encourage the 
* common Tea-Table Talk, much lefs that of Politicks 
* and Matters of State : And if thefe are forbidden Sub- 
* jefts of Difcourfe, then, as long as there are any 
* Women in the World who take a Pleafure in hear- 
* ing themfelves praifed, and can bear the Sight of a 
* Man proftrate at their Feet, fo long I Ihall make no 
* Wonder that there are thofe of the other Sex who will 
* pay them thofe impertinent Humiliations. We ihould 
* have few People fuch Fools as to praftife Flattery, if 
* all were fo wife as to defpife it. I don’t deny but 
e you would do a meritorious Aft, if you could pre- 
* vent all Impofitions on the Simplicity of young Wo- 
* men; but I muft confefs I don’t apprehend you 
* have laid the Fault on the proper Perfon, and if I 
e trouble you with my thoughts upon it, I promife my- 
‘ felf your Pardon. Such of the Sex as are raw and 
* innocent, and moft expofed to thefe Attacks, have, 
* or their Parents are much to blame if they have not, 
* one to advife and guard ’em, and are obliged them- 
* felves to take care of ’em; but if thefe, who ought 
* to hinder Men from all Opportunities of this fort°of 
* Converfation, inftead of that encourage and promote 
‘ it, the Sufpicion is very juft that there are fome pri- 
‘ vate Reafons for it; and I’ll leave it to you to de- 
‘ termine on which Side a Part is then afted. Some

Women there are who are arrived at Years of Dif- 
* cretion, I mean are got out of the Hands of them

I 4 * Parents



Parents and Governors, and are fet up for themfelves 
* who yet are liable to thefe Attempts ; but if thefe are 
‘ prevailed upon, you malt excufe me if I lay the Fault 

upon them, that their Wifdom is not grown with 
f their I ears. My Client, Mr. Strephon, whom you 

summoned to declare himfelf, gives you Thanks how- 
ever for your Warning, and begs the Favour only 
to enlarge his Time for a Week, or to the laft Day of 
the Term, and then he’ll appear gratis, and pray no !

* Day over. J 7 I
Yours,

Philanthropos-. I 
Mr. Spectator,

I Was laft Night to vifit a Lady whom I much 
eiteem, and always took for my Friend · but i 

‘ met with fo very different a Reception from what I 
* expefted, that I cannot help applying myfelf to you 
* on this Occafion. In the room of that Civility and I

Familiarity 1 ufed to be treated with by her, an af- I 
‘ feded Strangenefs in her Looks, and Coldnefs in her I

Behaviour, plainly told me I was not the welcome Gueft I 
‘ which the Regard and Tendernefs ihe has often ex- 
* prefied for me gave me Reafon to flatter myfelf to 
* V™ 1 was- Sir> this is certainly a great Fault, and I

1 affure you a very common one ; therefore I hope 1 
* you will think it a fit Subje& for fome Part of a 
1 SpeAator. Be pleafed to acquaint us how we muft 
* behave ourfelves towards this valetudinary Friend I 
* fhip, fubjeft to fo many Heats and Colds, and you 
* will oblige,

SLR, your humble Servant,

Miranda.
SIR,

* T Cannot forbear acknowledging the Delight your J 
* late Spectators on Saturdays have given me ; for they 
* are writ in the honeft Spirit of Criticifm, and called to I 
* my Mind the following four Lines I had read long 
* fince in a Prologue to a Play called Julius Cafar, which 
* has deferved a better Fate. The Verfes are addreffed 1 
* to the little Crideks.

Shew i

Shew your frnall Talent, and let that fuffce ye ;
But grow not vain upon it, 1 advifeye. 
For every Fop can find out Faults in Flays: 
Youll ne'er arrive at Knowing when to praife.

T Yours, D. G,

№301 Tburfday, February 14.

Fojfint ut Juvenes vifere fiervidi 
Multo non fine rifiu, $ 

Dilapfam in cineres facem.
Hor. Od. 13.1.4. v. 26,

That all. may laugh to fee that glaring Light,.
Which lately Jhone Jo fierce and bright, >

End in a Stink at lafi, and vanifh into Nights y
A N O N. .

W.E are generally fo much pleafed with any little 
Accompliihments, either of Body or Mind,., 
which have once made us remarkable in the 

World, that we endeavour to perfuade ourfelves it is 
not in the Power of Time to rob us of them. We are. 
eternally purfuing the fame Methods which firfl: pro­
cured us the Applaufes of Mankind. It is from this 
Notion that an Author writes on, tho’ he is come to 
Dotage; without ever confidering that his Memory is 
impaired, and that he hath loft that Life, and thofe 
Spirits, which formerly raifed his Fancy, and fired his 
Imagination. The fame Folly hinders a Man from fub- 
mitting his Behaviour to his Age, and makes Clodius, 
who was a celebrated Dancer at five and twenty, ftill 
love to hobble in a Minuet, tho' he is paft Threefcore. 
It is this, in a wor-d, which fills the Town with elderly 
Fops, and fuperannuated Coquettes.

CANID I A, a Lady of this'latter Species, palled 
by me Yefterday in her Coach. Canidia was an haughty

I 5 Beauty



Beauty of the laft Age, and was followed by Crouds of 
Adorers, whofe Paffions only pleafed her, as they gave 
her Opportunities of playing the Tyrant. She then 
contracted that awful Call of the Eye and forbidding 
Frown, which ihe has not yet laid afide, and has ftill 
all the Infolence. of Beauty without its Charms. If ihe 
now attrafts the Eyes of any Beholders, it is only by be­
ing remarkably ridiculous; even her own Sex laugh 
at her AfreClation; and the Men, who always enjoy an 
ill-natur'd Pleafure in feeing an imperious Beauty 
humbled and negleCted, regard her with the fame Sa­
tisfaction that a free Nation fees a Tyrant in Difgrace.

W ill Honeycomb, who is a great Admi­
rer of the Galantries in King Charles the Second’s 
Reign, lately communicated to me a Letter written by 
a Wit of that Age to his Millrefs, who it feems was a 
Lady of Canidias Humour-; and tho’ I do not always 
approve of my Friend W i l l’s Tafte, I liked this. 
Letter fo well, that I took a Copy of it, with which I 
fhall here prefent my Reader.

To C L O E.
MADAM,

3 QINCE my waking Thoughts have never been 
* O able to influence you in my Favour, I am refolved 
* to try whether my Dreams can make any Impreffian 
*' on you. To this end I fhall give you an Account of a
4 very odd one which my Fancy prefented to me laft 
* Night, within a few Hours after I left you.

‘ M ETH OUGHT I was unaccountably con- 
* vcyed into the mod delicious Place mine Eyes ever 
‘ beheld : it was a large. Valley divided by a River of the 
‘ pureft Water I had ever feen. The Ground on each 
3- Side of it rofe by an eafy Afcent, and was covered with 
s· Flowers of an infinite Variety, which as they were
4 reflected in the. Water doubled the Beauties of the
4 Place, or rather · formed an Imaginary Scene more 
* beautiful than, the real. On each fide of the River 

was a Range of lofty Trees, whofe Boughs were 
3- loaded with almoft as many Birds,as Leaves, Every

Tre.e. was. full of Harmony,
flhad.

4 I had not gone far in this pleafant Valley, when I 
* perceived that it was terminated by a moft magnifi- 
«■ cent Temple. The Structure was ancient, and regu- 
* lar. On the Top of it was figured the God Saturn, 
4 in the fame Shape and Drefs that the Poets ufually 
* reprefent Time.
‘ASI was advancing to fatisfy my Curiofity by a 

* nearer View, I was flopped by an Objeft far more 
4 beautiful than any I had before difcovered in the 
*- whole Place. I fancy, Madam, you will eafily gueis 
* that this could hardly be any thing but yourfelf; in 
‘ reality it was to'; you lay extended on the Flowers by 
* the fide of the River, fo that your Hands, which 
4- were thrown in a negligent Pofture, almoft touched 
* the Water; Your Eyes were clofed ; but if your Sleep 
4- deprived me of the Satisfaction of feeing them, it left 
4 me at leifure to contemplate feveral other Charms, 
‘ which difappear w'hen your Eyes are open. I could 
4- not but admire the Tranquillity you flept in, efpecially 
4 when I confldered the Uneafinefs. you produce in fo 
4 many others..

‘ WHILE I was wholly taken up in thefe Rcflexi- 
* ons, the Doors of the Temple flew open, with a very 
4 great Noife; and lifting up my Eyes, I faw two FL 
* guresj in human Shape, coming into the Valley. 
* Upon a nearer Survey, I found them to be Youth and 
4 Love. The firft was incircled with a kind of Purple 
4 Light, that fpread a Glory over all the Place ; the 
4- other held a flaming Torch in his Hand. I could ob- 
4 ferve, that all the way as they came towards us, the 
4 Colours of the Flowers appeared more lively, the 
4 Trees fliot out in Bloflbms, the Birds threw them- 
4 felves into Pairs, and ferenaded them as they pafled : 
4 The whole Face of Nature glowed with new Beauties'. 
4 They were no fooner arrived at the Place where you 
4 lay, when they feated themfelves on each Side of you. 
4 On their Approach, methought I faw a new Bloom 
4 arife in your Face, and new Charms diftufe themfelves 
4 over your whole Perfon. You appeared more than 
4 Mortal; but, to my great Surprife, continued faft 
4 afleep, tho’ the two Deities made feveral gentle Efforts 
f t© awaken you.

4 AFTER



‘ AFTER a fhort Time, Youth (displaying a Pair |l 
* of Wings, which I had not before taken notice of y i 
‘ flew off. Love Hill remained, and holding the Torch | 
* which he had in his Hand before your Face, you ftill 
‘ appeared as beautiful as ever. The glaring of the l ight 
‘ in your Eyes at length awaken’d you ; when, to my 
* great Surprife, inftead of acknowledging the’ Favour i 
‘ of the Deity, you frowned upon him, and flruck the 
4 Torch out of his Hand into the River. The God, af- 
* ter haying regarded you with a Look that fpoke at 
‘ once his Pity and Difpleafure, flew away. Immediate­
ly a kind of Gloom overfpread the whole Place. At 
‘ the fame time I faw an hideous Speftre enter at one end 
* of the Valley. His Eyes were funk into his Head, his 
‘ Face was pale and withered, and his Skin puckered up 
* in Wrinkles. As he walked on the fides of the Bank 
* the River froze, the Flowers faded, the Trees ihed their 
* Bloflbms, the Birds dropped from off the Boughs, and 
‘ fell dead at his Feet. By thefe Marks I knew him to 
‘ be Old-Age. You were feized with the utmoft Hor- 
‘ ror and Amazement at his Approach. You endea- ' 
‘ voured to have fled, but the Phantom caught you in 
‘ his Arms. You may eaflly guefs at the Change you 
* fuffered in this Embrace. For my own part, though 
* I am ftill too full of the dreadful Idea, I will not 
‘ fhock you with a Defcription of it. I was fo ftartled 
1 at the Sight that my Sleep immediately left me, and 
‘ I found myfelf awake, at leifure to confider of a 
‘ Dream which feems too extraordinary to be without a 
* Meaning. I am, Madam, with the greateft Paflion,

Your mojl obedient,

X moji humble Servant, &c.

Friday,
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■ ——‘Lachrymaque decora, 
Gratior & pulchro veniens in corpore Virtus.

Virg.Æn. 5. v. 343.
Becoming Sorrows, and a virtuous Mind 
More lovely, in a beauteous Form injhrin d.

I Read what I give for the Entertainment of this Day 
with a great deal of Pleafure, and publifh it juft as 
it came to my Hands. I fhall be very glad to find 

there are many guefled at for Emilia.
Mr. Spectator,

‘ TF this Paper has the good Fortune to be honoured 
‘ with a Place in your Writings, I ihall be the more 
‘ pleafed, becaufe the Chara&er of Emilia is not an ima- 
* ginary but a real one. I have induftrioufly obfcured the 
‘ whole by the Addition of one or two Circumftances of 
* no Confequence, that the Perfon it is drawn from 
* might ftill be concealed ; and that the Writer of it 
* might not be in the leaft fufpeéted, and for fome other 
* Reafons, I choofe not to give it the Form of a Letter: 
* But if, befides the Faults of the Compofition, there be 
‘ any thing in it more proper for a Correfpondent than 
* the Spectator himfelf to write, I fubmit it to 
* your better Judgment, to receive any other Model yon 
* think fit.

1 am, SIR,
Your very humble Servant, 

THERE is nothing which gives one fo pleafing a 
profpeét of human Nature, as the Contemplation of 
Wifdom and Beauty : The latter is the peculiar Portion 
of that Sex which is therefore called Fair ; but the 
happy Concurrence of both thefe Excellencies in the 
fame Perfon, is a Character too celeftial to be frequently 
met with. Beauty is an over-weaning felf-fufficient 

thing,
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thing, carelefs of providing itfelf any more fubftantial 
Ornaments; nay fo little does it confult its own Inte- 
refts, that it too often defeats itfelf by betraying that 
Innocence which renders it lovely and defirable. As 
therefore Virtue makes a beautiful Woman appear more 
beautiful, fo Beauty makes a virtuous Woman really more 
virtuous. Whilft I am confidering thefe two Perfefiions 
glorioufly united in one Perfon, I cannot help reprefent- 
ing to my Mind the Image of Emilia.

WHO ever beheld the charming Emilia, without 
feeling in his Breaft at once the Glow of Love and the 
Tendernefs of virtuous Friendihip ? The unftudied 
Graces of her Behaviour, and the pleafmg Accents of 
her Tongue , infenfibly draw you on to wifh for a nearer 
Enjoyment of them ; but even her Smiles carry in them 
a filent Reproof to the Impulfes of licentious Love. 
Thus, tho’ the Attradlives of her Beauty play almoft 
irrefiftibly upon you and create Defire, you immediately 
ftand correded not by the Severity but the Decency of 
her Virtue. That Sweetnefs and Good-humour which is 
fo vifible in her Face,, naturally diffufes itfelf into every 
Word and Aftion: A Man muft be a Savage, who, at the 
fight of Emilia, is not more inclined to do her Good than 
gratify himfelf. Her Perfon, as it is thus ftudioufly em- 
belliihed by Nature, thus adorned with unpremeditated 
Graces, is a fit Lodging for a Mind fo fair and lovely ; 
there dwell rational Piety, modefl: Hope, and chearful 
Refignation.

MANY of the prevailing Paflions of Mankind do un- 
defervedly pafs under the Name of Religion ·, which is thus 
made to exprefs itfelf in Aflion, according to the Nature 
of the Conftitution in which it refides: So that were we 
to make a Judgment from Appearances, one would ima­
gine Religion in fome is little better than Sullennefs and.. 
Referve, in many Fear, in ethers the Defpondings of a. 
melancholy Complexion, in others the Formality of in- 
iignificant unafte&ing.Obfervances, in others Severity, in 
others. Oftentation. In Emilia it is a'Principle founded in. 
Reafon and enlivened with Hope ; it does not break forth 
into irregular Fits and Sallies of Devotion, but is an uni­
form and confiftent Tenour of Adlion ; It is ftridt with­
out Severity, compaffionate without Weaknefsit is the

Perfeftion
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Perfe&ion of that Good-humour which proceeds from the 
Underftanding, not the Effeft of an eafy Conftitution.

BY a generous Sympathy in Nature, we feel ourfelves 
difpofed to mourn when any of our Fellow-Creatures are 
afflifted; but injured Innocence and Beauty in Diftrefs, is 
an Object that carries in it fomething inexpreflibly mov­
ing: It foftens the moft manly Heart with the tendereft 
Senfations of Love and Compaflion, ’till at length it con- 
fefles its Humanity, and flows out into Tears.

WERE I to relate that part of Emilias Life which 
has given her an Opportunity of exerting the Heroifm 
of Chriftianity, it would make too fad, too tender a 
Story: But when I conflder her alone in the midft of 
her Diftrefles, looking beyond this gloomy Vale of 
Affliction and Sorrow into the Joys of Heaven and Im- 
mortality, and when I fee her in Converfation thought- 
lefs and eafy as if ihe.were the moft happy Creature in 
the World, I am tranfported.with Admiration. Surely 
never did Rich a Philofophic Soul inhabit fuch abeauteous 
Form I For Beauty is often made a Privilege againft 
Thought and Reflexion ; it laughs at Wifdom, and will 
not abide the Gravity of its Inftru&ions.

W E R E I able to reprefent Emilias Virtues in their 
proper Colours and their due. Proportions, Love or Flat­
tery might perhaps be thought to have drawn the Pifture 
larger than Life ; but as this is but an imperfeft Draught 
of fo excellent a Chara&er, and as I cannot, will not hope 
to have any Intereft in her Perfon, all that I can fay of 
her is but. impartial Praife extorted from me by the pre­
vailing Brightnefs of her Virtues. So rare, a Pattern of 
Female Excellence ought not to be concealed, butlhould 
be fet out to the View, and Imitation of the World; for 
how amiable, does Virtue appear thus as it were made 
vifible to us in fo fair an Example !

HONOR ZY’s.D4fpofition is of a very different Turn : 
Her Thoughts are wholly bent upon Conqueft and arbi­
trary PoWer. That.flie has fome Wit and Beauty no Body 
denies, and.therefore has the Efteem of all her Acquain­
tance as a Woman of an agreeable Perfon and Converfa­
tion but (whatever her Huiband may think of it) that is 
not fufficientEorp&wozhz.· She waves that Title to Refpeft 
a? a mean Acquifition, and demands Veneration in the

J ' Right



Right of an Idol ; for this Reafon her natural Defire of 
Life is continually checked with an inconfiftent Fear of 
Wrinkles and old Age.

EMIL /^cannot be fuppofed ignorant of her perfonal 
Charms, tho’ ihe feems to be fo; but ihe will not hold 
her Happinefs upon fo precarious a Tenure, vvhilft her 
Mind is adorned with Beauties of a more exalted and laft- 
ing Nature. When in the full Bloom of Youth and Beau­
ty we faw her furrounded with a Croud of Adorers, fhe 
took no Pleafure in Slaughter and Deftru&ion, gave no 
falfe deluding Hopes which might increafe the Torments 
of her difappointed Lovers ; but having for fome Time 
given to the Decency of a Virgin Coynefs, examined 
the Merit of their feveral Pretenfions, fhe at length grati­
fied her own, by refigning herfelf to the ardent Paffion 
of Bromius. Bromius was then Mailer of many good 
Qualities and a moderate Fortune, which was foon after 
unexpeiledly increafed to a plentiful Eflate. This for 
a good while proved his Misfortune, as it furniihed his 
unexperienced Age with the Opportunities of evil Compa­
ny and a fenfual Life. He might have longer wandered in 
the Labyrinths of Vice and Folly, had riot Emilia's pru­
dent Conduit won him over to the Government of his 
Reafon. Her Ingenuity has been conftantly employed in 
humanizing his Paffions and refining his Pleafures. She. 
has fhewed him by her own Example, that Virtue is con- 
fiilent with decent Freedoms and Good-humour, or ra­
ther, that it cannot fubfift without ’em. Her good Senfe 
readily inftruited her, that a filent Example and an eafy 
unrepining Behaviour, will always be more perfuafive 
than the Severity of Lectures and Admonitions; and that 
there is fo much Pride interwoven into the Make of hu­
man Nature, that an obftinate Man muft only take the 
Hint from another, and then be left to advife and correft 
himfelf. Thus by an artfulTrain of Management and un- 
feen Perfuafions, having at firft brought him not to dif- 
like, and at length to be pleated with that which other- 
wife he would not have bore to hear of, fire then knew 
how to prefs and tecure this Advantage, by approving it 
as his Thought, and teconding it as his Propofal. By this 
Means file has gained an Intereft in fome of his leading 
Paffions, and made them acceffary to his Reformation.

THERE

THERE is another Particular of Emilia's Conduit 
which I can’t forbear mentioning: To fomeperhaps it 
may at firft fight appear but a trifling inconfiderable 
Circumftance; but for my part, I think it highly wor­
thy of Obfervation, and to be recommended to the Con- 
fideration of the Fair Sex. I have often thought wrap­
ping Gowns and dirty Linen, with all that huddled 
Oeconomy of Drefs which paffes under the general 
Name of a Mob, the Bane of conjugal Love, and one 
of the readieft means imaginable to alienate the Affec­
tion of an Hufband, efpecially a fond one. I have 
heard fome Ladies, who have been furprifed by Com­
pany in fuch a Delhabille, apologize for it after this 
Manner; Truly I am afhamed to be caught in this Bickley 
but my Hufband and I voere fitting all alone by ourfelves,find 
I did not expedt to fee fuch good Company — ■ "—This by 
the way is a fine Compliment to the good Man, which, 
’tis ten to one but he returns in dogged Anfwers and a 
churliih Behaviour, without knowing what it is that 
puts him out of Humour.

EMILIA's Obfervation teaches her, that as little 
Inadvertencies and Negleits call a Blemilh upon a great 
Character ; fo the Negleii of Apparel, even among the 
moil intimate Friends, does infenfibly leflen their Re­
gards to each other, by creating a Familiarity too low 
and contemptible. She underftands the Importance of 
thofe Things which the Generality account Trifles ; 
and eonfiders every Thing as a Matter of Confequence, 
that has the leaft Tendency towards keeping up or 
abating the Affeition of her Huiband ; him ihe efteems 
às a fit Objeit to employ her Ingenuity in pleafing, be- 
caufe he is to be pleafed for Life.

B Y the Help of thefe, and a thoufand other name- 
lefs Arts, which ’tis eafier for her to praitife than for 
another to exprefs, by the Obftinacy of her Goodnefs 
and unprovoked Submiffion, in fpite of all her Afflic­
tions and ill Ufage, Bromius is become a Man of 
Senfe and a kind Huiband, and Emilia a happy 
Wife.

YE guardian Angels, to whofe Care Heaven has in- 
trufted its dear Emilia, guide her ftill forward in the 
Paths of Virtue, defend her from the Infolence and 

Wrongs



Wrongs of this undifcerning World; at length when we 
mult no more converfe with fuch Purity on Earth, lead 
her gently hence innocent and unreprovable to a better 
Place, where by an eafy Traniition from what fhe now 
is, fhe may fhine forth an Angel of Light. T
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•-------- molet hac fub luce mi der i, 
Judicis argutum qua non formidat acumen.

Hor. Ars Poet. v. 365$
—--- Some choofè the cleareft Light, 

And boldly challenge the moft piercing Eye.
Roscommon^

IHave feen, in the Works of a Modern Philofopher, a 
Map of the Spots in the Sun. My laft Paper of the 
Faults and Blemifhes in Miltons Paradife Loft, may 

be confidered as a Piece of the fame Nature. To purfue 
the Allufion : As it is obferved, that among the bright 
rarts of the Luminous Body above-mentioned, there 
are fome which glow more intenfely, and dart a ftronger· 
Light than others ; fo, notwithstanding I have already 
fhewn Milton's Poem to be very beautiful in general, f 
(hall now proceed to take notice of fuch Beauties as ap­
pear to me more exquifite than the reft. Milton has pro- 
pofed the SubjeCt of his Poem in the following Verfes.

Of Man's firft Difobedience, and the Fruit 
Of that forbidden Free, whofe mortal tafte 
Fraught Death into the World and all our avoe, 
With loft of Eden, till one greater Man 
Reftore use, and regain the blifful Seat, 
Sing Heavenly Mufe !....... . ....—

THESE Lines are perhaps as plain, fimple and un­
adorned, as any of the whole Poem, in which Particular 
the Author has conformed himfelf to the Example of 
Homer and the Precept of Horace

HIS

HIS Invocation to a Work which turns in a great 
meafure upon the Creation of the World, is very propet - 
ly made to the Mufe who infpired Mojes in thofe Books 
from whence our Author drew his SubjeCt, and to tha 
Holy Spirit who is therein reprefented as operating after 
a particular manner in the firft Production of Nature. 
This whole Exordium rifes very happily into nobie 
Language and Sentiments, as I think the Traniition to 
the Fable is exquifitely beautiful and natural.

THE Nine-Days Aftonifhment, in which the Angels 
lay entranced after their dreadful Overthrow and Fall 
from Heaven, before they could recover either the ufe 
of Thought or Speech, is a noble Circumftance, and 
very finely imagined'. The Divifion of Hell into Seas 
of Fire, and into firm Ground impregnate with the 
fame furious Element, with that particular Circum­
ftance of the Exclufion of Hope from thofe Infernal 
Regions, are Inftances of the fame great and fruitful 
Invention.

THE Thoughts in the firft Speech and Defcription or 
Satan, who is one of the principal A Ctors in this Poem, 
are wonderfully proper to give us a full Idea of him. His 
Pride, Envy and Revenge, Obftinacy, Defpair and Im­
penitence, are all of them very artfully interwoven. In 
fhort, his firft Speech is a Complication of all thofe Paf- 
fions which difcoverthemfelves feparately in feveral other 
of his Speeches in the Poem. The whole part of this 
great Enemy of Mankind is filled with fuch Incidents 
as are very apt to raife and terrify the Reader’s Imagina­
tion. Of this nature, in the Book now before us, is his 
being the firft that awakens out of the general Trance, 
with his Pofture on the burning Lake, his rifing from it, 
and the Defcription of his Shield and Spear.

Thus Satan talking to his near eft Mate, 
With head up-lift above the vsave, and ey es 
That fparkling blaHd, his other parts bejide 
Prone on the Flood, extended long and large, 
Lay floating many a rood-------- · 
Forthwith upright he rears from of the pool 
His mighty Stature ; on each hand the fl.am.es 
Drivn backward flop their pointing Spires, and roll d

In

fl.am.es
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In Billows, leave i' th' midft a horrid vale, 

with expanded wings he fleers his flight
Aloft incumbent on the dufty Air 
That felt unufual weight------ —
~~----— His pond reus Shield. 
Ethereal temper, mafly, large and round, 
behind him cafl ; the broad circumference

0K Shoulders like the Moon, whofe orb
¿° Tufcan Artifts view

At Ev'mng, from the top of Foible,
-f in V alderno, to defcry new Lands, 
Euwers, or Mountains, on her (potted Globe. 
His Spear (to equal which the talk ft pine 
Hewn on Norwegian Hills to be the Maft 
Gffome great Ammiral, were but a wand) 
re walk d with, to fupport uneafy Steps 
Over the burning Marl-__ _ _

tL-TP W¥C^ vv.e may add his Call to the fallen Angels 
that lay plunged and ftupified in the Sea of Fire.

ff^'d. fo loud, that all the hollow deep 
Of Hell refounded.

jUJ there is no fingle Paftage in the whole Poem 
wrked up to a greater Sublimity, than that wherein his 
erion is defenbed in thofe celebrated Lines ;

• —He, above the reft 
Infhape and gefture proudly eminent. 
Stood like a Lower, &c.
HIS Sentiments are every way anfwerable to his 

Chara&er, and iuitable to a created Being of the moft 
exalted and moil depraved Nature. Such is that in which 
he takes poiTeffion of his Place of Torments.

" Hail Horrors ! hail
Infernal W¿rid ! and thou profotindeft Hell 
Receive thy new Poflefor, one who brings 
A Mind not to be chang d by place or time.

And afterwards,
- ---------- Here at leaft
Wefhall be free} th' Almighty hath not built

Here
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Here for his envy, will not drive us hence :
Here we may reign fecure·, and in my Choice
To reign is worth Ambition, tho' in Hell:
Better to reign in Hell, than ferve in Heav'n.

AMIDST thofe Impieties which this Enraged 
Spirit utters in other places of the Poem, the Author 
has taken care to introduce none that is not big with 
abfurdity, and incapable of ihocking a Religious Reader; 
his Words, as the Poet himfelf defcribes them, bear­
ing only a Semblance of Worth, not Subftance. He is 
likewife with great Art defcribed as owning his Ad- 
verfary to be Almighty. Whatever perverfe Interpre­
tation he puts on the Juftice, Mercy, and other At­
tributes of the Supreme Being, he frequently con- 
feftes his Omnipotence, that being the Perfeftion he 
was forced to allow him, and the only Confideration 
which could fupport his Pride under the Shame of his· 
Defeat.

NOR muft I here omit that beautiful Circumftance 
of his burfting out in Tears, upon his Survey of thofe 
innumerable Spirits whom he had involved in the fame 
Guilt and Ruin with himfelf.

He now prepared
To fpeak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bend ■ 
Prom wing to wing, and half imlofe him round 
With all his Peers : Attention held them mute.
Thrice he affaf d, and thrice in fpite of Scorn
Tears, fuch as Angels weep, burft forth-------- -

THE Catalogue of Evil Spirits has abundance of 
Learning in it, and a very agreeable turn of Poetry, 
which rifes in a great meafure from its defcribing the 
Places where they were worihipped, by thofe beautiful 
Marks of Rivers fo frequent among the Ancient Poets. 
The Author had doubtlefs in this place Homer s Ca­
talogue of Ships, and Birgit's Lift of Warriors, in his 
View. The Characters of Moloch and Belial prepare 
the Reader’s Mind for their refpe&ive Speeches and Be­
haviour in the fecond and fixth Book. The Account of 
ThammuK is finely Romantick, and iuitable to what we 

read



read among the Ancients of the Worlhip which was paid 
to that Idol.

—--- -—Thammuz came next behind, 
Whofe annual Wound in Lebanon allur'd 
The Syrian Damfels to lament his fate. 
In amrous Ditties all a Summer's day, 
Whilefmooth Adonis from his native rock 
Ran purple to the Sea, fuppos'd with Blood 

^CyThammuz yearly wounded: the Love tale
InfeSted Sion’j Daughters with like Heat, 
Whofe wanton Paffions in the /acred Porch 
Ezekiel faw, when by the Vifion led 
His Eye furvey'd the dark Idolatries 
Of alienated Judah--------— -—>
THE Reader will pardon me if I infert as a Note 0» 

this beautiful Paflage, the Account given us by the late 
ingenious Mr. Maundrell of this Ancient Piece of Wor­
ihip, and probably the firft Occafion of fuch a Super- 
ftition. * We came to a fair large River----- doubtlefs 
* the Ancient River Adonis, fo famous for the Idola- 
* trous Rites performed here in Lamentation of Adonis. 
1 We had the Fortune to fee what may be fuppofed to 
* be the Occafion of that Opinion which Lucian relates 
4 concerning this River, viz. That this Stream, at cer- 
* tain Seafons of the Year, efpecially about the Feaft of 
* Adonis, is of a bloody Colour ; which the Heathens 
4 looked upon as proceeding from a kind of Sympathy 
4 in the River for the Death of Adonis, who was kill’d 
4 by a wild Boar in the Mountains, out of which this 
4 Stream rifes. Something like this we faw a&ually 
* cometopafs; for the Water was ftain’d to a furprifing 
4 Rednefs; and, as we obferv’d in Travelling, had dif- 
4 colour’d the Sea a great way into a reddiih Hue, oc- 
4 cafion’d doubtlefs by a fort of Minium, or red Earth, 
4 wafhed into the River by the Violence of the Rain, 
4 and not by any Stain from Adonis's Blood.

THE Paflage in the Catalogue, explaining the Man­
ner how Spirits transform themfelves by Contraction or 
Enlargement of their Dimenfions, is introduced with 
great Judgment, to make way for feveral furprifing 
Accidents in the Sequel of the Poem, There follows

one.
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one, at the very End of the firft Book, which is what 
the French Criticks call Marvellous, but at the fame 
time probable by reafon of the Paflage laft mentioned. 
As foon as the Infernal Palace is finiihed, we are told the 
Multitude and Rabble of Spirits immediately ihrunk 
themfelves into a fmall Compafs that there might be 
Room for fuch a numberlefs Aflemblyin this capacious 
Hall. But it is the Poet’s Refinement upon this Thought 
which I molt admire, and which is indeed very noble in 
itielf. For he tells us, that notwithftanding the Vulgar, 
among the fallen Spirits, contracted their Forms, thofe 
of the firft Rank and Dignity ftill preferved their natural 
Dimenfions.

Thus incorporeal Spirits to fmallefi Forms 
Reduc'd their Shapes immenfe, and were at large. 
Though without Number, fill amidji the Hall 
Of that Infernal Court. But far within, 
And in their own Dimenfions like themfelves. 
The great Seraphick Lords and Cherubim, 
In clofe recefs and fecret conclave fat, 
A thou/aud Demi-Gods on Golden Seats, 
Frequent and full— .... -
THE Character of Mammon, and the Defcription of 

the Pandamonium, are full of Beauties.
THERE are feveral other Strokes in the firft Book 

wonderfully poetical, and Inftances of that Sublime Ge­
nius fo peculiar to the Author. Such is the Defcription 
of Azazel s Stature, and the Infernal Standard, which he 
unfurls ; as alfo of that ghaftly Light, by which the 
Fiends appear to one another in their Place of Torments.

The Seat of Defolation, void of Light, 
Save what the glimm'ring of thofe livid Flames 
Cafts pale and dreadful - —
THE Shout of the whole Hoft of fallen Angels when 

drawn up in Battle-Aray :
———The univerfal Hoji up fent
A Shout that tore Hell's Concave, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night.

THE
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THE Review, which the Leader makes of his In­

fernal Army;
■■■ । Hg thro' the armedfiles 
Darts his experienc'd eye, and foon traverfe 
The whole Battalion views, their Order due. 
Their Vifages and Stature as of Gods, 
Their Humber laft he jams ; and now his Heart 
Difiends with Pride, and hardning in his firength 
Glories-·-—----——
THE Flaih of Light which appear’d upon the draw­

ing of their Swords;
He fpake·, and to confirm his words out few
Millions of flaming Swords, drawn from the thighs
Of mighty Cherubim ; the fudden Bla%e
Far round illumin'd Hell.— —------

THE fudden Production of the Pandemonium,
Anon out of the Barth a Fabrick huge
Rofe like an Exhalation, with the Sound
Of dulcet Symphonies and Voices Sweet.

THE Artificial Illuminations made in it;
-----------From the arched Roof
Pendent by fubtle Magick, many a Row
Of Starry Lamps and blaxing Grefcents, fed 
With Naphtha and Afphaltus, yielded Light 
As from a Sky-----------
TH ERE are alfo feveral noble Similes andAllufions 

in the firft Book of Paradife Loft. And here I mu ft ob- 
ferve, that when Milton alludes either to Things or per­
lons, he never quits his Simile till it rifes to Tome very 
great Idea, which is often foreign to the Occafion that 
gave Birth to it. The Refemblance does not, perhaps, 
laft above a Line or two, but the Poet runs on with the 
Hint till he has railed out of it feme glorious Image or 
Sentiment, proper to inflame the Mind of the Reader, 
and to give it that fublime kind of Entertainment, which 
is fuitable to the Nature of an Heroic Poem. Thofe, 
who are acquainted with Homer's and Virgil's way of 
Writing, cannot but be pleafed with this kind of Struc­

ture
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tare in Milton's Similitudes. I am the more particular 
on this Head, becaufe ignorant Readers, who have formed 
their Talle upon the quaint Similes and little Turns of 
Wit, which are fo much in Vogue among Modern 
Poets, cannot reliih thefe Beauties which are of a much 
higher Nature, and are therefore apt to cenfure Mil­
ton's Companions in which they do not fee any fur- 
prifing Points of Likenefs. Monfieur Perrault was a 
Man of this vitiated Reliih, and for that very Reafon 
has endeavoured to turn into Ridicule feveral of Ho­
mer's Similitudes, which he calls Cemparaifons a longue 
queue, Long-tail'd Comparifons. I ihall conclude this 
Paper on the firft Book of 'Milton with the Anfwer 
which Monfieur Boileau makes to Perrault on this 
Occafion : * Comparifons, fays he, in Odes and Epic 
* Poems, are not introduced only to illuftrate and em- 
* belliih the Difcourfe, but to amufe and relax the 
* Mind of the Reader, by frequently difengaging him 
‘ from too painful an Attention to the principal Sub- 
* jeét, and by leading him into other agreeable Images.
* Homer, fays he, excelled in this Particular, whofe 
* Comparifons abound with fueh Images of Nature as 
* are proper to relieve and diverfify his Subjedts. He 
‘ continually inftruéls the Reader, and makes him take 
♦ notice, even in Objeits which are every Day be- 
* fore our Eyes, of fuch Circumftances as we ihould not 
‘ otherwife have obferved.’ To this he adds, as a 
Maxim univerfally acknowledged, * That it is not ne- 
* cefiary in Poetry for the Points of the Companion 
* to correfpond with one another ex'a&ly, but that a 
* general Refemblance is fufficient, and that too much 
* Nicety in this Particular favours of the Rhetorician 
* and Epigrammatift.

IN Ihort if we look into the Conduct of Homer, Vir­
gil and Milton, as the great Fable is the Soul of each 
Poem, fo, to give their Works an agreeable Variety, 
their Epiibdes are fo many ihort Fables, and their 
Similes fo many ihort Epifodes ; to which you may

1 add, if you pleafe, that their Metaphors are fo many 
Ihort Similes. If the Reader confiders the Compari­
fons in the firft Book of Milton, of the Sun in an 
Eclipfe, of the fleeping Leviathan, of the Bees fwarm-

Vou IV. K. ing
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ing about their Hive, of the Fairy Dance, in the 
View wherein 1 have here placed them, he will eaii- 
ly difcover the great Beauties that are in each of thofe 
Paflages. L
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Vulnus alii venis Ö5 cesco carpitur igni.
Virg. JEn. 4. v. 2.

A latent Fire preys on his fevrifb Veins.

THE Circumftances of my Correfpondent, whofe 
Letter I now infert, are fo frequent, that I cannot 
want Compafiion fo much as to forbear laying it 

before the Town. There is fomething fo mean and in­
human in a direft Smithfield Bargain for Children, that 
if this Lover carries his Point, and obferves the Rules 
he pretends to follow, I do not only wilh him Succefs, 
but alfo that it may animate others to follow his Example. 
I know not one Motive relating to this Life which would 
produce fo many honourable and worthy Aftions, as the 
Flopes of obtaining a Woman of Merit: There would ■ 
ten thoufand Ways of Induftry and hcneft Ambition be 
purfued by young Men, who believed that the Perlons ! 
admired had Value enough for their Paffion to attend the 
Event of their good Fortune in all their Applications, 
in order to make their Circumftances fall in with the 
Duties they owe to themselves, their Families and their 
Country. All thefe Relations a Man fhould think of who 
intends to go into the State of Marriage, and expefts 
to make it a State of Pleafure and Satisfaftion.

Mr. Spectator,
* Y Have for fome Years indulged a Paffion for ayouno· 
‘ £ Lady of Age and Quality Suitable to my own, but 
* very much fuperior in Fortune. It is the Faihion with 
* Parents (how juftly I leave you to judge) to make all 
* Regards give way to the Article of Wealth. From this

‘ one
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* one Confideration it is that I have concealed the ardent 
* Love I have for her; but 1 am beholden to the Force 
‘ of my Love for many Advantages which I reaped from 
* it towards the better Conduft.of my Life. A certain 
e Complacency to all the World, a ftrong Defire to ob- 
* lige where-ever it lay in my Power, and a circumipeft 
( Behaviour in all my Words and Aftions, have rendered 
4 me more particularly acceptable to all my Friends and 
‘ Acquaintance. Love has had the fame good Effeft up- 
4 on my Fortune; and I have increafed in Riches in pro- 
4 portion to my Advancement in thofe Arts which make 
4 a Man agreeable and amiable. There is a certain Sym- 
4 pathy which will tell my Miftrefs from thefe Circum- 
4 ftances, that it is I who writ this for her Reading, if 
4 you will pleafe to infert it. There is not a downright 
4 Enmity, but a great Coldnefs between our Parents ; io 
4 that if either of us declared any kind Sentiments for 
4 each other, her Friends would be very backward to lay 
4 an Obligation upon our Family, and mine to receive it 
4 from hers. Under thefe delicate Circumftances it is no· 
* eafy Matter to aft with Safety. I have no Reafon to 
4 fancy my Miftrefs has any Regard for me, but from a 
4 very difmterefted Value which I have for her. If from 
* any Hint in any future Paper of yours ihe gives me the 
* leaft Encouragement, I doubt not but I ihall furmount 
4 all other Difficulties; and infpired by fo noble a Mo- 
4 tive for the Care of my Fortune, as the Belief ihe is 
4 to be concerned in it, I will not defpair of receiving 
« her one Day from her Father’s own Hand.

I am, S 1 R,
Your mo ft obedient humble Servant,

Clytander.
To his Worship the S P E c T A T 0 R.

The humble Petition cf Anthony Title-Page, Stationer, 
in the Centre of Lincoln s-Inn · Fields.

Shevseth,

THAT Your Petitioner and his Fore-fathers have 
been Sellers of Books for Time immemorial;

That your Petitioner’s Anceftor, Crotch-back Title- 
K 2 Page,



Page, was the firft of that Vocation in Britain ; who 
keeping his Station (is fair Weather) at the Corner of 
Lothbury, was by way of Eminency called The Sta­
tioner, a Name which from him all fucceeding Book­
fellers have affeéted to bear: That the Station of your 
Petitioner and his Father has been in the Place of his 
prefent Settlement ever fince that Square has been 
built: That your Petitioner has formerly had the Ho­
nour of your Worihip’s Cuftom, and hopes you never î 
had reafon to complain of your Peny-worths; that 
particularly he fold you your firfl: Lilly 3 Grammar, 
and at the fame time a Wits Commonwealth al moft as 
good as new : Moreover, that your firft rudimental 
Effays in Speftatorihip were made in your Petitioner’s 
Shop, where you often pradis’d for Hours together, 
iometimes on his Books upon the Kails, fometimes on ¡ 
the little Hieroglyphics either gilt, filvered, or plain, 
■which the Egyptian Woman, on the other fide of the 
Shop, had wrought in Ginger-bread, and fometimes t 
on the Englijh Youth, who in fundry Places there 
were exercifing themfelves in the traditional Sports of 
the Field.

FROM thefe Confiderations it is, that your Petitioner 
is encouraged to apply himfelf to you, and to proceed 
humbly to acquaint your Worfhip, That he has cer­
tain Intelligence that you receive great Numbers of 
defamatory Letters defigned by their Authors to be 
publiihed, which you throw afide and totally negleft : 
Your Petitioner therefore prays, that you will pleafe 
to beftow on him thofe refufe Letters, and he hopes 
by printing them to get a more plentiful Provifion 
for his Family ; or at the worft, he may be allowed 
to fell them by the Pound Weight to his good 
Cuftomers the Paftry-Cooks of London and Wejimin- 
fifr.

And your Petitioner Jball ever pray, Sec.
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To the Spectator.
The humble Petition of Bartholomew Ladylove, of 

Round-Court in the Pariih of St. Martins in the 
Fields, in Behalf of himfelf and Neighbours.

Sheweth,

THAT your Petitioners have with great Tnduftry 
and Application arrived at the moft exad Art of 

Invitation or Intreaty: That by a befeeching Air and 
perfuafive Addrefs, they have for many Years laft pair 
peaceably drawn in every tenth Paffenger, whether 
they intended or not to call at their Shops, to come in 
and buy; and from that Softnefs of Behaviour, have 
arrived among Tradefmen at the gentle Appellation of 
the Fawners.

THAT there have of late fet up amongft us cer­
tain Perfbns of Monmouth Jlreet and Long-lane, who 
by the Strength of their Arms, and Loudnefs of their 
Throats, draw off the Regard of all Paflengsrs from your 
faid Petitioners; from which Violence they are diftin-. 
guifhed by the Name of The Worriers.

THAT while your Petitioners ftandready to receive 
Paflengers with a fubmiflive Bow, and repeat with a 
gentle Voice, Ladles, what do you want P pray look in­
here ; the Worriers reach out their Hands at Piftol-fhot, 
and feize the Cuftomers at Arms Length.

THAT while the Fawners ftrain and relax the 
Mufcles of their Faces in making Diftindion between 
a Spinfter in a coloured Scarf and an Handmaid in a 
Straw-hat, the Worriers ufe the fame Roughnefs to 
both, and prevail upon the Eafinefs of the Paflengers, 
to the Impoveriihment of your Petitioners.

YOUR Petitioners therefore moft humbly pray, 
that the Worriers may not be permitted to inhabit the 
politer Parts of the Town ; and that Round-Court may 
remain a Receptacle for Buyers of a more foft Edu­
cation.

Andyfur Petitioners,

K 3 THE



222 The Spectator. Np305
THE Petition of the New-Exchange, concerning the 

Arts of Buying and Selling, and particularly valuing j 
Goods by the Complexion of the Seller, mill be confdered on 
another Occafim. I

3°5 Tuefday^ February^.

Non tali auxilio, rec defenforibus iftis
Tempus eget--------- ' Virg. ^n. 2. v. 52J.
Tiefe Times mant other Aids. Dryden.

OU R late News-papers being full of the Projed now 
on foot in the Court of France, for eftablilhing a 
Political Academy, and I myfelf having received 

Leiters fr^gj feveral Virtuofos among my Foreign Cor- 
refpondents, which give feme light into that Affair, I 
intend to make it the Subject of this Day’s Speculation. 
A general Account of this Projed may be met with in 
the Daily Courant of laft Friday in the following Words, 
tranilated from the Gazette of Amfierdam.

Paris, February 12. ‘ ’Tis confirmed that the King 
‘ has refolved to eftabliih a new Academy for Politicks, 
‘ of which the Marquis de Torcy, Minifter and Secretary 
* of State, is to be Protedor. Six Academicians are to 
* be chofen, endowed with proper Talents, for beginning 
* to form this Academy, into which no Perfon is to be 
* admitted under twenty five Years, of Age : They muft 
* likewife have each an Eftate of two thoufand Livres a 
* Year, either in Poffeffion, or to come to them by In- 
* herkance. The King will allow' to each a Penfion of 
* a Thoufand Livres. They are likewife to have able 
* Mailers to teach them the neceffary Sciences, and to 
* inftrud them in all the Treaties of Peace, Alliance, 
* and others, which have been made in feveral Ages 
* pail. Thefe Members are to meet twice a Week at 
* the Louvre. From this Seminary are to be chofen 

f Secretaries
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♦ Secretaries to Ambaihes, who by degrees may advance
‘ to higher Employments.

CARDINAL Richlieuy Politicks made France 
the Terror of Europe. The St.atefmen who have ap­
peared in that Nation of late Years have on the con­
trary rendered it either the Pity or Contempt of its 
Neighbours. The Cardinal eroded that famous Aca­
demy which has carried all the Parts of Polite Learning 
to the greateft Height. His Chief Defign in that Im i- 
tution was to divert the Men of Genius from meddling 
with Politicks, a Province in which he did not care to 
have any one elfe interfere with him. On the contrary, 
the Marquis de Torcy feems refolved to make feveral 
young Men in France as Wife as himfelf, and is there­
fore taken up at prefent in eftablilhing aNurfery of 
Statefmen. -n ir n

SOME private Letters add, that there will alfo be 
ereded a Seminary of Petticoat Politicians, who are to oe 
brought up at the Feet of Madam de Maintenon, and to be 
dispatched into foreign Courts upon any Emergencies of 
State; but as the News of this laft Projed has not been 
yet confirmed, I fhall take no farther notice of it.

SEVERAL of my Readers may doubtlefs remember 
that upon the conclufion of the laft War, which had been 
carried on fo fuccefsfully by the Enemy, their Generals 
were many of them transformed into Ambaffadors; but 
the Condud of thofe who have commanded m the pre­
fent War, has, it feems, brought fo little Honour and 
Advantage to their great Monarch, that he is remlved to 
truft his Affairs no longer in the Hands of thofe Military 

■ Gentlemen.
THE Regulations of this new Academy very much 

deferve our Attention. The Students are to have in Pof­
feffion, or Reverfion, an Eftate of two thoufand French 
Livres per Annum, which, as tne prefent Exchange runs, 
will amount to at leaft one hundred and twenty fix 
Pounds Englijh. This, with the Royal Allowance of a 
Thoufand Livres, will enable them to find thcmfelves in 
Coffee and Snuff; not to mention News-Papers, Pensand 
Ink, Wax and Wafers, with the like Neceffaries for Po­
liticians,
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A Manmuft be at leaft Five and Twenty before he can 

be initiated into the Myfteries of this Academy, tho’ 
there is no Queftion, but many grave Perfons of a much 
more advanced Age, who have been conftant Readers of 
the Paris Gazette, will be glad to begin the World anew, 
and enter themfelves upon this Lift of Politicians.

THE Society of thefe hopeful young Gentlemen is to 
be under the Diredion of fix Profeflbrs, who, it feems, । 
are to be Speculative Statefmen, and drawn out of the 
Body of the Royal Academy. Thefe fix wife Matters, 
according to my private Letters, are to have the follow­
ing Parts allotted them.

THE firft is to inftrudt the Students in State Leger­
demain, as how to take off the Impreflion of a Seal, 
to fplit a Wafer, to open a Letter, to fold it up again, 
with other the like ingenious Feats of Dexterity and Art. 
When the Students have accomplifhed themfelves in this 
Part of their Profeffion, they are to be delivered into the 
Hands of their fecond Inftrudtor, who is a kind of 
Pofure-Majier.

THIS Artift is to teach them how to nod judicioufly, 
to fhrug up their Shoulders in a dubious Cafe, to connive 
with either Eye, and in a word, the whole Pradtice of 
Political Grimace.

THE Third is a fort of Language-Majier, who is to 
inftrudt them in the Stile proper for a Minifter in his 
ordinary Difcourfe. And t© the end that this College 
of Statefmen may be thoroughly pradtifed in the Po­
litical Stile, they are to make ufe of it in their common 
Converfations, before they are employed either in Foreign 
or Domeftick Affairs. If one of them aiks another, what 
o’ clock it is, the other is to anfwer him indiredtly, and, 
if pcfiible, to turn off the Queftion. If he is defired to 
change a Louis d'or, he muft beg Time to confider of it. 
If it be enquired of him, whether the King is at Per- 
failles or Marly, he muft anfwer in a Whifper. If he be 
aiked the News of the late Gazette, or the Subjedt of a 
Proclamation, he is to reply, that he has not yet read it; 
Or if he does not care for explaining himfelf fo far, he 
nefeds only draw his Brow up in Wrinkles, or elevate the 
Left Shoulder,

THE
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THE Fourth Profeffor is to teach the whole Art of 

Political Charadters and Hieroglyphics; and to the end 
that they may be perfedt alfo in this Practice, they are 
not to fend a Note to one another ( tho’ it be but.to bor­
row a ’Tacitus or a Machiawl) which is not written in. 
Cypher.

THEIR Fifth Profeffor, it is thought, will be chofen 
out of the Society of Jefuits, and is to be well read in 
the Controverfies of probable Dodtrines, mental Referva- 
tion, and the Rights of Princes. This Learned Man is 
to inftrudt them in the Grammar, Syntax, and conftruing 
Part of Treaty-Latin} how to diftinguiih between the 
Spirit and the Letter, and likewife demonftrate how the 
fame Form of Words may lay an Obligation upon any 
Prince in Europe, different from that which it lays upon 
his moi Chriftian Majefty. He ;s likewife to teach them 
the Art of finding Flaws, Loop-holes, and nvafions, in. 
the moftfolemn Compadls, and particularly a great Rab­
binical Secret, revived of late Years by the Fraternity 
of Jefuits, namely, that contradidlory Interpretations o± 
the fame Article may both of them be true and valid.

WHEN our Statefmen are fufficiently improved by 
thefe feveral Inftrudlors, they are to receive their laft 
Poliihing from one who is to aft among them as Majier 
of the Ceremonies. This Gentleman is to give them 
Ledtures upon the important Points of the Elbo,w- 
Chair, and the Stair-Head, to inftrudl them in the dif­
ferent Situations of the Right-Hand, and to furniih them 
with Bows and Inclinations of all Sizes, Meafures and 
Proportions. In ihort, this Profeffor is to give the So­
ciety their Stiffening, and infufe into their Manners that 
beautiful Political Starch, which may qualify them for 
Levees, Conferences, Vifits, and make them fhine in 
what vulgar Minds are apt to look upon as Trifles.

I have not yet heard any further Particulars, which 
are to be obferved in this Society of unfledged Statei- 
men; but I muft confefs, had I a Son of five and twenty, 
that ihould take it into his Head at that Age to fet up 
for a Politician, I think I ihould go near to difinherit 
him for a Blockhead. Befides, I ihould be apprehenfive 
left the fame Arts which are to enable him to negotiate 
between Potentates might a little infed his ordinary Be- 
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haviour between Man and Man. There is no Queftion 
but thefe young Machicrvels will, in a little time, turn 
their College upfide-down with Plots and Stratagems, 
and lay as many Schemes to Circumvent one another in 
a rrog or a Salad, as they may hereafter put in praftice 
to over-reach a Neighbouring Prince or State.

WE are told, that the Spartans, tho’ they puniihed 
Theft in their young Men when it was difcovered, looked 
upon it as Honourable if it fucceeded. Provided the 
Conveyance was clean and unfufpefted, a Youth might 
afterwards boaft of it. This, fay the Hiftorians, was to 
keep them fharp, and to hinder them from being im- 
pofed upon, either in their publick or private Negotia­
tions. Whether any fuch Relaxations of Morality, fuch 
little jeux <Tefprit, ought not to be allowed in this intend­
ed Seminary of Politicians, I fhall leave to the Wifdom 
of their Founder.

IN the mean time we have fair Warning given us by 
this doughty Body of Statefmen : and as Sylla faw many 
Marius's in Cofer, fo I think ue may difcover many 
STorcy s in this College of Academicians. Whatever we 
^hink of ourfelves, I am afraid neither cur Smyrna or 
St James's will be a Match for it. Our Coffee houfes 
.are, indeed, very good Inftitutions, but whether or no 
thefe our Britifo Schools of Politicks may furriiih out as 
able Envoys and Secretaries as an Academy that is fet 
apart for that Purpofe, will deferve our ferious Confide- 
ration, efpecially if we remember that our Country is 
more famous for producing Men of Integrity than Statef­
men : and that on the contrary, French Truth and Britijh 
Policy make a confpicuous Figure in Noth i n g; as 
the Earl of Rochejier has very well obferved in his admi­
rable Poem upon that Barren Subject. L

Wednefday

№306 Wednefday, February 20.

----------- Qua forma, nt fe tibi femper
Imputet ?21.-----  ' Juv. Sat. 6. v. 177'

What Beauty, or ^ushat Chafity, can bear
So great a Price, if fiately andfevere
She fill infelts ? Dryden«

Mr. S p e c t a t o R,
* y Write this to communicate to you a Misfortune 
‘ I which frequently happens, and therefore defgrves a 
* confolatory Difcourfe on the Subjeft. I was within 
‘ this half Year in the PofTefiion of as much Beauty and. 
‘ as many Lovers as any young Lady in England. But 
* my Admirers have left me, and I cannot complain of 
‘ their Behaviour. I have within that time had the 
‘ Smallpox; and this Face, which (according to many 
‘ amorous Epiftles which I have by me) was the Seat of 
* all that is beautiful in Woman, is now disfigured with 
* Scars. It goes to the very Soul of me to fpeak what I 
‘ really think of my Face; and tho I think I did not 
< over-rate my Beauty while 1 had it, it has extremely 
* advanc’d in its value with me now it is loft. 1 nere is 
* one Circumftance which makes my Cafe very paiticu- 
* lar * the u^lieft Fellow that ever pretended to nie, whs 
♦ and is moft in my Favour, and he treats me at prefent 
* the moft uhreafonably. If you could make him re- 
‘ turn an Obligation which he owes me, in liking a
* Perfon that is not amiable ;-----But there is, I fear, no 
* Poffibilky of making Paffion move by the Rules, of 
‘ Reafon and Gratitude. But fay what you can to one 
‘ who has furvived herfelf, and knows not how to aft 
‘ in a new Being. My Lovers are at the Feet of my 
* Rivals, my Rivals are every Day bewailing me, and 
‘ I cannot eniov what I am, by reafon of tne diftrafting 
* Reflexion noon what I was. Coimder the Woman I

4 was
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‘ was did not die of old Age, but I was taken off in the

Hirne of my Youth, and according to the Courfe of 
< Nature may have forty Years After-Life to come. I 

- have nothing of my felf left, which I like, butthat
lam, SIR,

Four maß humble Servant,
Parthenifla.

WHEN Lenvis of France had loft the Battle of 
RamAes, the Addreffes to him at that time were full of 
his Fortitude, and they turned his Misfortune to his 
Glory; in that, during his Profperity, he could never 
ia\e mar!ifefted his heroic Conftancy under Diftrefles, 

and fo the World had loft the moft eminent Part of his 
Charafter. Partheniffa''^ Condition gives her the fame 
Opportunity: and to refign Conquefts is a Talk as dif­
ficult in a Beauty as an Hero. In the very Entrance 
upon this.Work flie muft burn all her Love-Letters; or 
imce ihe is fo candid as not to call her Lovers who fol­
low her no. longer Unfaithful, it would be a very good 
beginning of anew Life from that of a Beauty, to fend 
them back to thofe who writ them, with this honeft 
infenption, Articles of a Marriage Al reaty broken of by the 
>~mall-Pox. I have known but one Jnflance where a 
Matter of this Kind went on after a like Misfortune, 
where the Lady, who was a Woman of Spirit, writ this 
Billet to her Lover.

5 I R,
* T F you flattened me before I had this terrible Malady, 

A pray come and fee me now: But if you fincerely
6 liked me, ftay away; for I am not the fame

Corinna -
THE Lover thought there was fomething id fprightlу 

in her Behaviour, that he anfwered ;
Madam,

I Am not obliged, ft nee you are not the fame Wo­
man, to 1st you know whether I flattered you or 

- not; but I allure you, I do not, when I tell you I now
5 like
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* like you above all your Sex, and hope you will bear 
‘ what maybefal me, when we are both one, as well as 
* you do what happens to yourfelf now you are fingle; 
‘ therefore I am ready to take fuch a Spirit for my Com- 
* panion as foon as you pleafe.

Amilcar.

IF Partheniffa can now poffefs her own Mind, and 
think as little of her Beauty as ihe ought to have done 
when ihe had it, there will be no great Diminution of 
her Charms; and if ihe was formerly affefted too much 
with them, an eafy Behaviour will more than make up for 
the Lofs of them. Take the whole Sex together, and you 
find thofe who have the ftrongeft Pofleffion of Mens 
Hearts are not eminent for their Beauty: You fee it often 
happen that thofe who engage Men to the greateft Vio­
lence, are fuch as thofe who are Strangers to them would 
take to be remarkably defeftive for that End. The fondeft 
Lover I know, laid to me one Day in a Croud of Women 
at an Entertainment of Mufick, You have often heard me 
talk of my Beloved: That Woman there, continued he, 
fmiling when he had fixed my Eye, is her very Picture. 
The Lady he ihewed me was by much the leaft remarka­
ble for Beauty of any in the whole Affembly; but having 
my Curiofity extremely raifed, I could not keep my Eyes 
off her. Her Eyes at laft met mine, and with a fudden 
Surprife ihe looked round her to fee who near her was 
remarkably handfom that I was gazing at. This little 
Aft explain’d the Secret: She did notunderftand herfelf 
for the Objeft of Love, and therefore ihe was fo. The 
Lover is a very honeft plain Man ; and what charmed 
him was a Perfon that goes along with him in the Cares 
and Joys of Life, not taken up with Kerfelf, but fincerely 
attentive with a ready and chearful Mind, to accompany 
him in either.

I can tell Partheniffa for her Comfort, That the Beau­
ties, generally fpeaking, are the moft impertinent and 
difagreeable of Women. An apparent Defire of Admira­
tion, a Reflexion upon their own Merit, and a precife 
Behaviour in their general Conduft, are almoft iniepara- 
ble Accidents in Beauty. All you obtain of them, is 
granted to Importunity and Solicitation for what did not 

> ' deierv©
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deferve fo much of your Time, and you recover from 
the Pofleifion of it, as out of a Dreain.

YOU are aihamed of the Vagaries of Fancy which fo 
ftrangely milled you, and your Admiration of a Beauty, 
merely as fuch, Is inconfiftent with a tolerable Reflexion 
«uponyourfelf: The chearful good-humoured Creatures, 
into whofe heads it never entered that they could make 
any Man unhappy, are the Perfons formed for making 
Men happy. There’s Mifs Liddy can dance a Jig, raife 
Pafte, write a good Hand, keep an Account, give a rea- 
fonable A.nfwer, and do as flie is bid; while her elder 
Sifter Madam Martha is out of Humour, has the Spleen, 
learns by Reports of People of higher Quality new Ways 
of being uneafy and difpleafed. And this happens for 
no Reafon in the World, but that ^QwLiddy knows fhe 
has no fuch thing as a certain Negligence that is fo be­
coming, that there is not I know not what in her Air: 
And that if Are talks like a Fool, there is no one will fay, 
Well! I know not what it is, but every thing pleafes 
¿when fhe fpeaks it.

ASK any of the Hulbands of your great Beauties, and 
they’ll tell you that they hate their Wives Nine Hours of 
every .Day they pafs together. There is fuch a Particula­
rity for ever affected by them, that they are incumbred 
with their Charms in .all they fay or do. They pray at 
publick Devotions as they are Beauties. They converfe 
on ordinary Occafions as they are Beauties. Aik Belinda 
what it is 0’ clock, and ihe is at a ftand whether fo great 
a Beauty ihould anfwer you. In a word, I think, inftead 
of offering to adminifter Coniblatipn to Partheniffa, I 
ihould congratulate her Metamorphofis; and however fhe 
thinks fhe was not in the leaft infolent in the Profperity 
of her Charms, ihe was enough fo to find fhe may make 
herfelf a much more agreeable Creature in her prefent 
Adverfity. The Endeavour to pleafe is highly promoted 
by a Confcioufhefs that the Approbation of the Perfon 
you would be agreeable to, is a Favour you do not de- 
ferve; for in this Cafe ААцгапсе of Succefs is the moil 
certain way to Difappointment. Good- nature will always 
fupply the Abfence· of Beauty, but. Beauty cannot long 
fupply the Abfcnce of Good-nature. ■

Madanr>

p. s.
Madam, February 18.

• T Have yours of this Day, wherein you twice bid me 
‘ 1 not difoblige you, but you muft explain yourfelf 
* further before I know what to do.

Your moß obedient Servant, 
rp The S,pectato^.
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______ - Verfate diu, quid ferre reeufent, 
^uid valeant humeri —------ Hor. Ars Poet. v. 390
______— Often try whpct Weight you canfupport, 
And what your Shoulders are too weak to bear.

J Roscommon.

I AM fo well pleafed with-the following Letter^ that I 
am in hopes it will not be a difagreeable Prefent- tc 
the Publick.

5 1 F, „
« HOUGH I believe none of your Readers more 
< I "admire your agreeable manner of working up 
< Trifles than myfelf, yet as your Speculations are now 
« fwelling into Volumes, and will in all probability pafs 
‘ down to future Ages, methinks I would have no Angle 
‘ Subjed in them, wherein the general Good of Mankihd 
‘ is concern’d^.left unfinifh d.

‘ I have a long time expected with great Impatience 
< that you would enlarge upon the ordinary Miftakes 
< which are committed in the Education of our Children. 
< I the more eafdy flattered myfelf that you would one 
< time or other resume this Confideration, becaufe you 
‘ Hl us that your 168th Paper was only compofed of a 
‘ few broken Hints? but finding myfelf hitherto> difap-
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* pointed, I have ventur’d to fend you my own Thoughts 
* on this Subjećt.

‘ I remember Pericles, in his famous Oration at the 
* Funeral of thofe Athenian young Men who periihed in 
* the Samian Expedition, has a Thought very much ce- 
♦ lebrated by feveral ancient Criticks, namely, That the 
* Lofs which the Commonwealth fuffer’d by the Deftruc- ■ 
4 tion of its Youth, was like the Lofs which the Year 
* would fuffer by the Deftrudlion of the Spring. The Pre- > 
* judice which the Publick fuftains from a wrong Educa- I 
* tion of Children, is an Evil of the fame Nature, as it | 
* in a manner ftarves Pofterity, and defrauds our Country 
4 of thofe Perfons who, with due Care, might make an 
* eminent Figure in their refpeftive Polls of Life.

‘ I have feen a Book written by Juan Huartes a Spa- 
4 nijh Phyiician, intitled Examen de Ingenios, wherein he 
4 lays it down as one of his firft Pofitions, that Nothing 
* but Nature can qualify a Man for Learning; and that 
4 without a proper Temperament for the particular Art 
4 or Science which he ftudies, his utmoil Pains and Ap- 
4 plication, aflifted by the ableft Mailers, will be to no 
5 Purpofe.

4 H E illuftrates this by the Example of bully's Son 
4 Marcus.

4 CICERO, in order to Sccompliih his Son in that fort 
* of Learning which he deiigned him for, fent him to 
* Athens, the moll celebrated Academy at that Time in
4 the World, and where a vaft Concourfe, out of the 
4 moft polite Nations, could not but furniih the young 
4 Gentleman with a Multitude of great Examples, and 
4 Accidents that might infenfibly have inftrufted him in 
4 his defigned Studies: He placed him under the Care 
4 -of Cratippus, who was one of the greatefl Philofophers 
4 of the Age, and, a« if all the Books which were at that 
4 time written had not been fufficient for his Ufe, he com- 
4 pofed others on purpofe for him: Notwithftanding all 
4 this, Hiflory informs us, that Marcus proved a mere 
4 Blockhead, and that Nature, (who it feems was even 
4 with the Son for her Prodigality to the Father.) ren- 
4 dered him incapable of improving by all the Rules of 
4 Eloquence, the Precepts of Philofophy, his own En- 
4 deavours and the moft refined Converfation in Athens.

4 Thia .
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4 This Author therefore propofes, that there ihould be
4 certain Triers or Examiners appointed by the State to
4 infpeft the Genius of every particular Boy, and to
4 allot him the Part that is moft fuitable to his natural
4 Talents. _ c .

4 PLATO in one of his Dialogues tells us, that da-
4 crates, who was the Son of a Midwife, vied to fay,
4 that as his Mother, tho’ ihe was very ikdful in her 
4 Profeflion, could not deliver a Woman, unlefs ihe was 
4 firft with Child, fo neither could he himfelf raiie 
< Knowledge out of a Mind, where Nature had not 
^accordingly the Method this Phiiofo-

4 pher took, of inftrufting his Scholars by feveral ln-
4 terrogatories or Queftions, was only helping the Birth, 
4 and bringing their own Thoughts to Light.

4 THE Spanijh Dodor above-mentioned, as his bpe- 
4 culations grow more refined, afferts that every kind of 
4 Wit has a Particular Science correfponding to it, and 
4 in which alone it can be truly Excellent. As to thofe 
4 Genius’s, which may feem to have an equal Aptitude 
4 for feveral Things, he regards them as fo many un- 
4 finiihed Pieces of Nature wrought off in hafte.

4 THERE are, indeed, but very few to whom Na-
4 ture has been fo unkind, that they are not capable of
4 ftiining in fome Science or other. There is a certain
4 Bias towards Knowledge in every Mind, which may
4 be ftrengthened and improved by proper Applications.
‘THE Story of Clavius is very well known; he was

4 entered in a College of Jefuits, and after having been
4 tried at feveral Parts of Learning, was upon the point
4 of being difmiffed as an hopelefs Blockhead, till one
4 of the Fathers took it into his head to make an aflay
4 of his Parts in Geometry, which it feems hit his Ge-
4 nius fo luckily that he afterwards became one of the 
4 greateft Mathematicians of the Age. It is commonly 
4 thought that the Sagacity of the Fathers, m dlfcoY^- 
4 ing the Talent of a young Student, has not a little 
4 contributed to the Figure, which their Order has made 
4 in the World.

4 HOW different from this manner of Education is
4 that which prevails in our own Country? ^here 

* 4 nothing?
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* nothing is more ufual than t® fee forty or fifty Boys of 
* feveral Ages, Tempers and Inclinations, ranged toge- 
‘ then in the fame Clafs, employed upon the fame Au­

thors, and enjoined the fame I aiks ? Whatever their 
natural Genius may be, they are-all to be made Poets,

« fLftoiians, Orators alike. They are all obliged to 
have the lame Capacity, to bring in the fame Tale of

* Verfe, and to furnilh out the fame Portion of Profe. 
Every Boy is bound to have as good a Memory as the

* Captain of the Form, To be brief, inftead of adapting 
* Studies to the particular Genius of a Youth, we cx- 

peft from the young Man, that he fhould adapt his
‘ Genius Jo his Studies. This, I muft cohfefs, is not 
* fo much to be imputed to the Inftruilor, as to the 

Parent, who will never be brought to believe, that his
* Son is not capable of performing as much as his 
* Neighbour’s, and that he may not make him whatever 
‘ he has a mind to.

I F the prefent Age is more laudable than thofe 
which have gone before it in any fmgle Particular, it

4 is in that generous Care which feveral well-difpofed 
* Perfons have taken in the Education of poor Chil- 
‘ dreh ; and as in thefe Charity-Schools there is no 
* Place left for the over weening Fondnefs of a Parent, 
* the Direftors of them would make them beneficial to 
* the Publick, if they confidered the Precept which I 
* have been thus long inculcating. They might eafily, 
* by well examining the Parts of thofe under their In- 
* fpeftion, make a juft Diftribution of them into proper 
4 Claftes and Divifions, and allot to them this or that 
4 particular Study, as their Genius qualifies them for 
4 Profeffions, Trades, Handicrafts, or Service by Sea 
4 or Land.

4 HOW is this kind of Regulation wanting in the 
* three great Profeffions!

4 Dr. SOUTH complaining of Perfons who took 
4 upon them Holy-Orders, tho’ altogether unqualified 
4 for the Sacred Funftion, fays fomewhere, that many
4 a Man runs his Head againft a Pulpit, who might have
4 done his Country excellent Service at a Plough-tail.

f IN like manner many a Lawyer, who makes but an 
i indifferent Figure at the Bar, might have made a very

4 elegant
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4 elegant Waterman, and have ihined at the Temple Stairs,
4 tho’ he can get no Bufinefs in the Home. _ ·

4 I have known a Corn-cutter, who with a right ¿du-
4 cation would have been an excellent Phyncian.

‘ T O defcend lower, are not our Streets filled wn
4 fagacious Draymen, and Politicians in Liveries . We
4 have feveral Tailors of fix Foot hign, and nmetwit
4 many a broad pair of Shoulders that are thrown away
4 Zn a Barber, when perhaps at the fame time we
4 fee a pGmy Porter reeling under a Burden, who mignt 
‘ have managed a Needle with math Dexterity or have
4 fnapped his Fingers with great Eafe to himfelf, and
4 Advantage to the Publick. . ,

4 THE th0’ they a$ed wrtb the Spirit
4 which I am here fpeaking of, carried it much farther
4 than what I propofe: Among them it was not lawful
4 for the Father himfelf to bring up his Children after
4 ffs own Fancy. As foon as they were myen Years old
4 they were all lifted in feveral Companies, and dif-
4 ciphned by the Publick. The old Men were Speda-
4 tors of their Performances, who often raifea Quarrels 
4 amona them, and fet them at ftrife with one another, 
4 Sat by thofe early Diftoveries they might fee how 
4 their feveral Talents lay, and without any regard to 
4 their Quality, difpofe of them accordingly .or the: Ser- 
4 vice of the Commonwealth. By this means
4 foon became the Miftrefs of Greece, and famous through
4 the whole World for her Civil and Military Difciplme.

4 IF you think this Letter deferves a ace among
4 your Speculations, I may perhaps trouble you with
4 feme other Thoughts on the lame Subject.
v I am, &Co



№308 Friday} February 22.

v“' w
--------- —"jam proterva 
Fronts petet Talage maritum.

Hor. Od. 5. 1. 2. v. 15.
* Lal age nvill foon proclaim
Her Love, nor blu/h to own her Flame.

Creech,
Mr. Spectator,

J Give you this Trouble in order to propofe myfelf 
to you as an Affiftant in the weighty Cares which 

* you have thought fit to undergo for the publick 
* Good. I am a very great Lover of Women, that is to 
‘ fay honeftly, and as it is natural to ftudy what one 

likes, I have induftriouily applied myfelf to underhand 
* them. The prefent Circumftance relating to them, is 

that I think there wants under you, as Spectator, 
a Perfon to be diftinguiihed and veiled in the Power 
and Quality of a Cenibr on Marriages. I lodge at the 

* Temple, and know, by feeing Women come hither, and 
* afterwards obferving them conducted by their Counfel 
” to Judges Chambers, that there is a Cuftom in Cafe of 
* making Conveyance of a Wife’s Eftate, that flic is car­

ried to a Judge’s Apartment and left alone with him, to 
* be examined in private whether fhe has not been fright­

ened or fweetned by her Spoufe into the Aft ihe is go­
ing to do, orwhether it is of her own free Will. Now 

‘ if this be a Method founded upon Reafon and Equity, 
c why fhould there not be alfo a proper Officer for exa- 
( mining fuch as are entering into the State of Matrimony 
4 whether they are forced by Parents on one Side, or 

moved by IntereJi only on the other, to come together, 
‘ and bring forth fuch aukward Heirs as are the Produit 
e of half Love and conftrained Compliances ? There 
c is no body, though I fay it myfelf, would be fitter for 
* this Office than I am: For I am an ugly Fellow of great

‘Wit

‘ Wit and Sagacity. My Father was an hale Country- 
* Squire, my Mother a witty Beauty of no Fortune: The 
‘ Match was made by Confent of my Mother’s Parents 
‘ againft her own: and I am the Child of the Rape on 
* the Wedding-Night; fo that I am as healthy and as 
‘ homely as my Father, but as fprightly and agreeable 
‘ as my Mother. It would be of great eafe to you if you 
* would ufe me under you, that Matches might be better 
‘ regulated for the future, and we might have no more 
‘ Children of Squabbles. I ihall not reveal all my Pre- 
‘ teniions till I receive your Anfwer; and am,

SIR,
You, mofi Humble Servant,

Mules Palfrey.
Mr. S p e c T A T OR,

‘ T Am one of thofe unfortunate Men within the City- 
‘ 1 Walls, who am married to a Woman of Quality, 
‘ but her Temper is fomething different from that of La- 
* dy Anvil. My Lady’s whole Time and Thoughts are 
‘ fpent in keeping up to the Mode both in Apparel and 
* Furniture. All the Goods in my Houfe have been 
* changed three times in feven Years. I have had feven 
‘ Children by her; and by our Marriage Articles ihe was 
‘ to have her Apartment new furniihed as often as Ihe 
* lay in. Nothing in our Houfe is ufeful but that which 
‘ is fashionable; my Pewter holds out generally half a 
‘ Year, my Plate a full Twelve-month; Chairs are not 
♦ fit to fit in that were made two Years fince, nor Beds 
‘ fit for any thing but to Heep in that have flood up 
* above that Time. My Dear is of Opinion that an old- 
‘ faihioned Grate confutes Coals, but gives no Heat: 
‘ If Ihe drinks out of Glaffes of laft Year, Ihe cannot 
* diftinguiih Wine from Small-Beer. Oh, dear Sir, you 
* may guefs all the reft.

Yours.

< P.S. I could bear even all this, if I were not obliged 
‘ alfo to eat fa/hionably. I have a. plain Stomach, and 
‘ have a conftant Loathing of whatever comes to my 
‘ own Table; for which Reafon I dine at the Chop- 
‘ houfe three Days in a Week: Where the good Com- 

‘ pany



238 Spectator. №308
* pany wonders they never foe you of late. I am fure 
* by your unprejudiced Difcourfes you love Broth better 
* than Soup.

Mr. Spectator, Will’s, Feb. 19.
4 may believe you are a Perfon as much talked
4 y of as any Man in Town. I am one of your beft 
* Friends in this Houfe, and have laid a Wager you are 
* fo candid a Man and fo honeft a Fellow, that you will
4 print this Letter, tho’ it is in Recommendation of a new 
4 Paper called The Hijlorian. I have read it carefully* 
4 and find it written with Skill, good Senfe, Modefty, 
4 and Fire. You muft allow the Town is kinder to you 
4 than you deferve; and I doubt not but you have fo 
4 much Senfe of the World, Change of Humour, and 
4 Inftability of all human Things, as to underftand, that 
4 the only Way to preferve Favour is to communicate it 
4 to others with Good-nature and Judgment. You are 
4 fo generally read, that what you (peak of will be read. 
4 This with Men of Senfe and Tafte is all that is want- 
4 ing to recommend The Hijlorian.

1 am, SIR,
Your daily Advocate, 

Reader Gentle.
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* Maxims it is founded upon, is remarkable for the ex"
4 traordinary Decorum always obferved in it. One In"
4 ftance of which is that the Carders, (who are always
4 of the firft Quality) never begin to play till the French-
4 Dances are finifhed, and the Country-Dances begin:
4 But ‘John Trot having now got your Commiflion in his
4 Pocket, (which every one here has a profound Re-
4 fpeft for) has the Aflurance to fet up for a Minuet-
4 Dancer. Not only fo, but he has brought down upon
4 us the whole Body of the Trots, which are very nume-
4 rous, with their Auxiliaries the Hoblers and the Skip-
4 pers, by which Means the Time is fo much wafted, 
4 that unlefs we break all Rules of Government, it
4 muft redound to the utter Subverfion of the Brag-Table,
4 the difcreet Members of which value Time, as Fribble's 
4 Wife does her Pin-Money. We are pretty well allured 
4 that your Indulgence to Tret was only in relation to 
4 Country-Dances ; however, we have deferred the iffu-
4 ing an Order of Council upon the Premifes, hoping to
4 get you to join with us, that Trot, nor any of his Clan, 
4 prefume for the future to dance any but Country- 
4 Dances, unlefs a Horn-Pipe upon a Feftival-Day. If 

■ 4 you will do this you will oblige a great many Ladies, 
4 and particularly

I was very much furprifed this Morning, that any one
fhould find out my Lodging, and know it fo well, as to 
come direftly to my Clofet-Door, and knock at it, to 
give me the following Letter. When I came out I opened 
it, and faw by a very ftrong Pair of Shoes and a warm 
Coat the Bearer had on, that he walked all the Way to 
bring it me, tho’ dated from York. My Misfortune is 
that I cannot talk, and I found the Mefienger had fo 
much of me, that he could think better than fpeak. He 
had, I obferved, a polite Difcerning hid under a ihrewd 
Rufticity: he delivered the Pa-per with a Yorkfhire Tone 
and a Town Leer.

Mr. Spectator,
4 HpHE Privilege you have indulged John 'Trot has 
4 I proved of very bad Confequence to our illuftri- 
* ous Affembly, which, befides the many excellent

4 Maxims

Your moft humble Servant,
• York, Feb. 16. Eliz. Sweepftakes.

I Never meant any other than that Mr. Trot ihould 
confine himfelf to Country-Dances. And I further 

direft, that he fhall take out none but his own Relations 
according to. their Nearnefs of Blood, but any Gentle­
woman may take out him.

London, Feb. 21. The Spectator;

Saturday,
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Di, quibus imperium efl animarum, umbyaque filentes, 
Et Chaos, (A Phlegethon, loca noble filentia late;
Sit mihi fas audita loqui! fit numine veflro 
Panders res alt a terra & caligine merfus.

Virg. JEn. 6. v. 264.
Ye Realms, yet unreveaPd to human Sight, 
Ye Gods who rule the Regions of the Night, 
Ye gliding Ghofls, permit me to relate 
The myflic Wonders of your filent State. Dryden,

I Have before obferved in general, that the Perfons 
whom Milton introduces into his Poem always dif- 
cover fuch Sentiments and Behaviour as are in a pe­

culiar manner conformable to their refpedtive Charafters. 
Every Circumftance in their Speeches and Aftions is 
with great Juftnefs and Delicacy adapted to the Perfons 
who fpeak and aft. As the Poet very much excels in 
this Confiftency of his Charafters, I ihall beg leave to 
confider feveral Paffages of the fecond Book in this Light. 
That fuperior Greatnefs and Mock-Majefty, which is 
afcribed to the Prince of the fallen Angels, is admirably 
preferved in the Beginning of this Book. His openin«· 
and doling the Debate: his taking on himfelf that great 
Enterprife at the Thought of which the whole Infernal 
Affembly trembled: his encountring the hideous Phan­
tom who guarded the Gates of Hell, and appeared to 
him in all his Terrors; are Inftances of that proud and 
daring Mind which could not brook Submiffion even to 
Omnipotence.

Satan was now at hand, and from his Seat 
The Monfler moving onward came as fafi 
With horrid flrides, Hell trembled as he firode; 
Th' undaunted Fiend what this might be admir'd. 
Admir'd, not fear'd ■ ■

THE
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THE fame Boldnefs and Intrepidity of Behaviour dif- 

covers itfelf in the feveral Adventures which he meets 
with during his Paffage through the Regions of unformed. 
Matter, and particularly in his Addrefs to thofe tremen­
dous Powers who are defcribed as prefiding over it.

THE Part of Moloch is likewife in all its Circum- 
ftances full of that Fire and Fury which diftinguifh this 
Spirit from the reft of the fallen Angels. He is defcribed. 
in thefirft Book as befmeared with the Blood of Human 
Sacrifices, and delighted with the Tears of Parents and. 
the Cries of Children. In the Second Book he is marked 
out as the fierceft Spirit that fought in Heaven: and if 
we confider the Figure which he makes in the fixth 
Book, where the Battle of.the Angels is defcribed, we 
find it every way anfwerable to the fame furious enraged 
Charafter.

-■ ....... Where the might of Gabriel fought,
And with fierce Enfigns pierc'd the deep array
'Of Moloc, furious King, who him defy'd, 
And at his Chariot-wheels to drag him bound 
Threaten'd, nor from the holy one of Heav'n 
Refrain'd, his tongue blafpliemous; but anon 
Down cloven to the wafle, with /batter'd arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing.—------ -

1T may be worth while to obferve, that Milton has 
reprefented this violent impetuous Spirit, who is hurried 
on by fuch precipitate Paffions, as the firfl that rifes in 
that Affembly, to give his Opinion upon their prefent Po- 
fture of Affairs. Accordingly he declares himfelf abruptly 
for War, 'and appears incenfed at his Companions, for 
lofmg fo much Time as even to deliberate upon it. All his 
Sentiments are Raih, Audacious, and Defperate. Such is 
that of arming themfelves With their Tortures, and turn 
ing their Punifhments upon him who inflicted them.

------ —No, let us rather choofle,
Arnid with Hell-flames and fury,. all at once
O'er Heavens high tow'rs to force re/fllefi way, 
‘Turning our Tortures into horrid arms 
Againji the Tort'rer’, when to meet the Noife 
Qf his almighty Engine be jhall heat'

Vol. IV« L Inferwi



242 ^he Spectator. № 309
Infernal Fhunder, and for Lightning fee 
Black Fire and Horror foot with equal rage
Hmong his Angels; and his throne itfelf 
Mixt with Tartarean Sulphur, and f range Fire, 
His own inventedlorments—.—

HIS preferring Annihilation to Shame or Mifery, is 
alfo highly fuitable to his Character; as the Comfort he 
draws from their difturbing the Peace of Heaven, that 
if it be not Vidlory is Revenge, is a Sentiment truly Dia­
bolical, and becoming the Bitternefs of this implacable 
Spirit.

BEL I A L is defcribed in the firft Book, as the Idol 
©f the Lewd and Luxurious. He is in the fecond Book, 
purfuant to that Defcription, charadlerifed as timorous 
and ilothful; and if we look in the fixth Book, vve find 
him celebrated in the Battle of Angels for nothing but 
that fcoffing Speech which he makes to Satan, on their 
fuppofed Advantage over the Enemy. As his Appearance 
is uniform, and of a piece, in thefe three feveral Views, 
we find his Sentiments in the Infernal Affembly every 
way conformable to his Charadler. Such are his Appre- 
henfions of a fecond Battle, his Horrors of Annihilation, 
his preferring to be miferable rather than/zorro he. I need 
not obferve, that the Contrail: of Thought in this Speech, 
and that which precedes, gives an agreeable Variety to 
the Debate.

MAMMON'S Charadler is fo fully drawn in the Firft 
Book, that the Poet adds nothing to it in the Second. 
We were before told, that he was the firft who taught 
Mankind to ranfack the Earth for Gold and Silver, 
and that he was the Architedl of Pandamonium, or 
the Infernal Palace where the Evil Spirits were to 
meet in Council. His Speech in this Book is every 
way fuitable to fo depraved a Charadler. How pro­
per is that Reflexion, of their being unable to tafte 
the Happinefs of Heaven were they adtually there, in 
the Mouth of one, who, while he was in Heaven, is 
faid to have had his Mind dazzled with the outward 
Pomps and Glories of the Place, and to have been 
more intent on the Riches of the Pavement, than on 
tire Beatifick Vifion. I ihall alfo leave the Reader to 

judge
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judge how agreeable the following Sentiments are to ths 
fame Charadler.

■ ......- Phis deep World
Of Darknefs do we dread? How oft amid fl
Hoick clouds and dark doth Heavns all-ruling Sire 
Choofe to refide, his Glory unobfcured, 
And with the Majefty of Darknefs round
Covers his Ikrone ; from whence deep Fhunders roar 
Muftering their Rage, and Heav'n refembles Hell ?
As he our Darknefs, cannot we his Light 
Imitate when we pleafe ? Phis defert Soil 
Wants not her hidden Luftre, Gems and Gold;
Nor want we Skill or Art, from whence to raife 
Magnificence; and what can Heav'n foew more ?

BEELZEBUB, who is reckoned the fecond in Dig­
nity that fell, and is in the Firft Book, the fecond that 
awakens out of the Trance, and confers with Satan upon 
the Situation of their Affairs, maintains his Rank in the 
Book now before us. There is a wonderful Majefty de­
fcribed in his rifing up to fpeak. He adls as a kind of 
Moderator between the two oppofite Parties, and pro- 
pofes a third Undertaking, which the whole Affembly 
gives into. The Motion he makes of detaching one of 
their Body in fearch of a new World is grounded upon a 
Projedl devifed by Satan, and curforily propofed by him 
in the following Lines of the firft Book.

Space may produce new Worlds, whereoffo rife 
Fhere went a Fame in Heav'n, that he ere-long 
Intended to create, and therein plant
A Generation, whom his choice Regard
Should favour equal to the Sons of Heav'n;
thither, if but to pry, foall be perhaps
Our firft Eruption, thither or elfewhere :
For this Infernal Pit foall never hold
Celeftial Spirits in Bondage, nor th' Abyfs
Long under Darknefs cover. But thefe Ihoughtt
Full Counfel muft mature........-

IT is on this Projedl that Beelzebub grounds Im 
Propofal.

L 2 —



What if we find
Some eafier Enterprife ? There is a Place 
(If ancient and prophetick Fame in Heav'n 
Err not) another World, the happy Seat 
Gf fame new Race call'd Man, about this Time 
To be created like to us, though lefs 
In Power and Excellence, but favour'd more 
Of him who rules above; fo was his Will 
Pronounc'd among the Gods, and by an Oath, 
Thatjhook Heav'n's whole Circumference, confirnd d.

THE Reader may obferve how juft it was not to 
omit in the Firft Book the Projeft upon which the whole 
Poem turns : As alio that the Prince of the fallen Angels 
was the only proper Perfon to give it Birth, and that “the 
next to him in Dignity was the fitteft to fecond and fup- 
port it.

TH E RE is befides, I think, fomething wonderfully 
Beautiful, and very apt to affeCt the Reader’s Imagina­
tion in this ancient Prophecy or Report in Heaven, con­
cerning the Creation of Man. Nothing could ibew more 
the Dignity of the Species, than this Tradition which 
ran of them before their Exiftence. They are reprefented 
to have been the Talk of Heaven before they were 
created. Virgil, in Compliment to the Roman Common­
wealth, makes the Heroes of it appear in their State of 
Pre-exiftence ; but Milton does a far greater Honour to 
Mankind in general, as he gives us a Glimpfe of them 
even before they are in Being.

THE riling of this great Affembly is defcribed in a 
very Sublime and Poetical Manner.

Their rifng all at once was as the Sound
Of Thunder heard remote......... ...... . ■

THE Diverfions of the fallen Angels, with the parti­
cular Account of their Place of Habitation, are defcribed 
with great Pregnancy of Thought, and Copioufnefs of 
Invention. The Diverfions are everyway fuitableto Be­
ings who had nothing left them, but Strength and Know­
ledge mifapplied. Such are their Contentions at the 
Race, and in Feats of Arms, with their Entertainment 
in the following Lines.

Others

Others with vaft Typhaean rage more fell
Rend up both Rocks and Hills, and ride the Air 
In Whirlwind, Hell fcarce holds the wild Uproar.

THEIR Mulick is employed in celebrating their 
own criminal Exploits, and their Difcourfe in founding 
the unfathomable Depths of Fate, Free-will, and Fore­
knowledge.

THE feveral Circumftances in the Defcription of 
Hell are finely imagined ; as the four Rivers which dif- 
gorge themfelves into the Sea of Fire, the Extremes of 
Cold and Heat, and the River of Oblivion. The mon- 
ftrous Animals produced in that Infernal World are re- 
?relented by a fingle Line, w'hich gives us a more horrid 
dea of them, than a much longer Defcription would 

have done.
—Nature breeds,

Perverfe, all monfrous, all prodigious Things, 
Abominable, unutterable, and worfe
Than Fables yet have feign’d, or Fear conceiv’d, 
Gorgons and Hydra's, and Chimera s dire.

THIS Epifode of the fallen Spirits, and their 
■ Place of Habitation, comes in very happily to unbend 

the Mind of the Reader from its Attention to the De­
bate. An ordinary Poet would indeed have fpun out

• fo many Circumftances to a great Length, and by that 
means have weakned, inftead of illuftrated, the prin-

I cipal Fable.
THE Flight of Satan to the Gates of Hell is finely 

I imaged.
1 have already declared my Opinion of the Allegory 

I concerning Sin and Death, which is however a veryfiniih- 
ed Piece in its kind, when it is not confidered as a Part

• of an Epic Poem. The Genealogy of the feveral Per- 
fons is contrived with great Delicacy. Sin is the Daugh­
ter of Satan, and Death the Offspring, of Sin. The in- 

Sceftuous Mixture between Sin and Death produces thofe
Monfters and Hell-hounds which from time to time enter 
into their Mother, and tear the Bowels of her who gave 
them Birth. Thefe are the Terrors of an evil Confcience, 

I and the proper Fruits of Sin, which naturally rife from



246 Fhe ^pe C TAT OR. NO.309 

the Apprehensions of Death. This laft beautiful Moral 
is, I think, clearly intimated in the Speech of Sin, 
where complaining of this her dreadful Iflue, ihe adds,

Before mine Eyes in Opposition Sits
Grim Death my Son and Foe, who fets them on, 
And me his Parent would~fullmoon devour
For want of other Prey, but that he knows
Dis End with mine involv'd— ..... -

I need not mention to the Reader the beautiful Cir­
cumstance in the laft Part of this Quotation. He will like- 
wife obferve how naturally the three Perfons concerned 
in this Allegory are tempted by one common Intereft to 
enter into a Confederacy together, and how properly Sin 
is made the Portrefs of Hell, and the only Being that can 
open the Gates to that World of Tortures.

THE defcripiive Part of this Allegory is Hkewife very 
flrong, and full of Sublime Ideas. The Figure of Death, 
the Regal Crown upon his Head, his Menace of Satan; 
his advancing to the Combat, the Outcry at his Birth, 
are Circumftances too noble to be paft over in Silence, and 
extremely fuitable to this King of Terrors. I need not 
mention the Juftnefs of Thought which is obferved in 
the Generation of thefe feveral Symbolical Perfons; that 
Sin was produced upon the firft Revolt of Satan, that 
Death appeared foon after he was caft into Hell, and that 
the Terrors of Confcience were conceived at the Gate of 
this Place of Torments. The Defcription of the Gates 
is very poetical, as the opening of them is full of Mil- 
ton's, Spirit.

------------ ----- On a fudden open fly
With impetuous Pecotl and jarring Sound
Th' infernal Doors, and on their Hinges grate
Harjh Thunder, that the lowefi Bottom flook
Of Erebus. She open'd, but to Jhut
Excell'd her Pow'r ; the Gates wide open flood. 
That with extended Wings a banner'd Hoft 
Under fpread Enfigns marching might pafs through 
With Horfe and Chariots rank'd in loofe Array;
So wide they flood, and like a Furnace bdouth 
Cafl firth redounding Smoke and ruddy Flame.

IN Satan's, Voyage through the Chaos there are feveral 
Imaginary Perfons defcribed, as refiding in that immenfe 
Wafte of Matter. This may perhaps be conformable to 
the Tafte of thofe Criticks who are pleafed with nothing 
in a Poet which has not Life and Manners afcribed to it; 
but for my own part, I am pleafed moft with thofe Paf- 
fages in this Defcription which carry in them a greater 
Meafure of Probability, and are fuch · as might poffibly 
have happened. Of this kind is his firft mounting in the 
Smoke that rifes from the infernal Pit, his falling into a 
Cloud of Nitre, and the like combuftible Materials, that 
by their Explofion ftill hurried him forward to his 
Voyage ; his fpringing upward like a Pyramid of Fire, 
with his laborious Paffage through that Confufion of 
Elements which the Poet calls

The Womb of Nature, and perhaps her Grave.

THE Glimmering Light which ihot into the Chaos 
from the utmoft Verge of the Creation, with the diftant 
Difcovery of the Earth that hung clofe by the Moon, are 
wonderfully Beautiful and Poetical. L

№ 310 Monday, February 25.

Connubio jungam flabili--- — Virg. ^En. 1. v. 77;

Til tie th' indifioluhle Marriage-knot.

Mr. Spectator,.
AM a certain young Woman that love a certain 
young Man very heartily; and my Father and 
Mother were for it a great while, but now they fay 

‘ I can do better, but I think I cannot. They bid me 
* love him, and I cannot unlove him. What muft I do ? 
‘ fpeak quickly.

Bid^y Dow-bake.

L A Dear
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IWSpec, 19,1712.

I Have lov d a Lady entirely; for this Year and half, 
^fi0 f°r s great Part of the Time (which has con- 

« n°t 2 little to my Pain) I have been debarred
the Liberty of converging with her. The Grounds of 

< our Difference was this; that when we had inquired 
into each other’s Circumfiances, we found that at our 

s firft fetting out into the World, we ihould owe five 
hundred Pounds mpre than her Fortune would pay off.

* My Eftate is feven hundred Pounds a Year, befidesthe 
Benefit of Tin Mmes. Now, dear Svec, upon this 
State of the Cafe, and the Lady’s pofitive Declaration 
tuat there is fill no other Objection, I beg you’ll not 
fail to infert this, with your Opinion as foon as poffi- 
me, whether this ought to be efteemed a juft Caufe or 
Impediment why we Ihould not be joined, and you will 

1 for ever oblige

Yours ßncerely.

Dick Lovefick.

" 71. S. S IR, if I marry this Lady by the Affiftance 
of yOur Opinion, you may expert a Favour for it.

>. Spectator,
T Have the Misfortune to be one of thofe unhappy 

‘ ·*■ Men who are diftinguifhed by the Name of dif- 
* carded Lovers ; but I am the lefs mortified at my 
* Difgrace, becaufe the young Lady is one of thofe 
* Creatures who fet up for Negligence of Men, are for- 
* footh the moft rigidly Virtuous in the World, and yet 
* their Nicety will permit them at the Command of 
* Parents to go to bed to the moft utter Stranger that can 
‘ be propofed to them. As to me myfelf, I was intro- 
‘ duccd by the Father of my Miftrefs; but find I owe 
* my being at firft received to a Companion of my 
* Eftate with that of a former Lover, and that I am now 
‘ in like manner turned off to give way to an humble 
* Servant ftill richer than I am. What makes this 
* Treatment the more extravagant is, that the young 

‘ Lady
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‘ Lady is in the Management of this way of Fraud, 
* and obeys her Father’s Orders on thefe Occafions with-' 
‘ out any Manner of Reluflance, but does it with the 
* fame Air that one of your Men of the World would 
* fignify the Neceffity of Affairs for turning another 
* out of Office. When I came home laft Night, I found 
‘ this Letter from my Miftrefs.

SIR,
“ F Hope you will not think it is any manner of Dif- 
“ refpeft to your Perfon or Merit, that the intended 
t£ Nuptials between us are interrupted. My Father fays 
“ he has a much better Offer for me than you can make, 
“ and has order’d me to break off the Treaty between 
t£ us. If it had proceeded, I ihould have behaved my* 
“ felf with all fuitable Regard to you, but as it is, I 
<£ beg we may be Strangers for the Future. Adieu.

LYDIA.

‘THIS great Indifference on this Subjeft, and the 
* mercenary Motives for making Alliances, is what I 
‘ think lies naturally before you, and I beg of you to 
‘ give me your Thoughts upon it. My Anfwer to Lydia 
* was as follows, which I hope you will approve; for 
* you are to know the Woman’s Family affect a won- 
1 derful Eafe on thefe Occafions, tho’ they expert it 
* ihould be painfully received on the Man’s Side. z

MADAM,
“ T Have received yours, and knew the Prudence of 
“ -ä- your Houfe fo well, that ! always took care to be 
“ ready to obey your Commands, tho’ they ihould be 
“ to fee you no more. Pray give my Service to all the 
“ good Family.

Adieu..
·* The Opera Subfcrip- Clitophon,

“ tion is full.

Memorandum.. THE Cenfor of Marriage to tonßder 
this Letter,, and report the common Ufages on fuch cl rea- 
ties, with how many Pounds or Acres are generally eßeemed 
ßiißaent Reaßn for preferring a new to an. old. Preten·.

L 5 deri
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der; 'with his Opinion what is proper to he determined in 
fuch Cafes for the future,

Mr. Spectator,
* ^TT^H E R E is an elderly Perfon lately left off Bufinefs * 1 and fettled in our Town, in order, as he thinks,

to retire from the World ; but he has brought with him
* fuch an Inclination to Tale bearing, that he diflurbs 
* both himfelf and all our Neighbourhood. Notwith- 
* Handing this Frailty the honeft Gentleman is fo happy 
* as to have no Enemy: At the fame time he has not one 
* Friend who will venture to acquaint him with his 
* Weaknefs. It is not to be doubted but if this Fail- 
* ing were fet in a proper Light, he would quickly per- 
* ceive the Indecency and evil Confequences of it. 
* Now, Sir, this being an Infirmity which I hope may 
* be corrected, and knowing that he pays much Deference 
* to you, I beg that when you are at leifure, to give 
* us a Speculation on Goffiping, you would think of my 
* Neighbour : You will hereby oblige feveral who will 
4 be glad to find a Reformation in their gray-haired 
* Friend: And how becoming will it be for him, inftead 
* of pouring forth Words at all Adventures, to fet a 
* Watch before the Door of his Mouth, to refrain his 
* Tongue, to check its Impetuofity, and guard againit 
* the Sallies of that little, pert, forward, bufy Perfon ; 
* which, under a fober Conduit, might prove a ufeful 
* Member of a Society. In Compliance with whofe 
4 Intimations, I have taken the Liberty to make this Ad- 
4 drefs to you.

I am, SIR,
Tour mojl obfcure Servant,

Philanthropos.

Mr. Spectator, Feb. 16, 1712.
» H I S is to Petition you in Behalf of myfelf and 4 I many more of your gentle Readers, that at· 
4 any time when you may have private Reafons againft 
4 letting us know what you think yourfelf, you would 
4 be pleafed to pardon us fuch Letters of your Corre- 
• fpondents as feem to be of no Ufe but to the Printer.

i IT

‘ IT is further our humble Requeft, that you would 
‘ fubftitute Advertifements in the Place of fuch Epiftles » 
4 and that in order hereunto Mr. Buckley may be autho- 
‘ rifed to take up of your zealous Friend Mr. Charles 
* Lillie, any Quantity of Words he ihall from time to 
* time have occafion for.
‘THE many ufeful Parts of Knowledge which may 

‘ be communicated to the Publick this Way, will, we 
‘ hope, be a Confideration in favour of your Petitioners.

And your Petitioners, &c.

Note, THAT particular Regard be had to this PetH 
tion ; and the Papers marked Letter R may be carefully 
examined for the future.

№ 311 Tuefiay, February 2 6.

Nee Veneris pharetris macer ef, aut lampade fervet.
Inde faces ardent, veniunt a dote fagitta.

Juv. Sat. 6. v. 137.

Ile fighs, adores, and courts her evry Hour : 
Who^woud not do as much for fuch a Dovdr ?

Dryden,

I €

Mr. Spectator,
AM amaz’d that among all the Variety of Charac­
ters, with which you have enriched your Specula­
tions, you have never given us a Picture of thofe 

4 audacious young Fellows among us, who commoniy 
t go by the Name of Fortune-Stealers. You mull know, 
* Sir, I am one who live in a continual Apprehenfion 
4 of this fort of People that lie in wait, Day and 
4 Night, for our Children, and may be confidered as 
4 a kind of Kidnappers within the Law. . I am the ra- 
4 ther of a young Heirefs, whom I begin to look upon 
4 as Marriageable, and who has looked upon herfeli as 
4 fuch for above thcfe Six Years. She is now in the 

4 Eighteenth
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f Eighteenth Year of her Age. The Fortune-hunters
4 have already caft their Eyes upon her, and take care
4 to plant themfelves in her View whenever ihe appears
4 in any publick Aflernbly. I have myfelf caught a
4 young Jackanapes with a pair of Silver Fringed 
' Gloves in the very Fad. You mull know. Sir, I
5 have kept her as a Prifoner of State ever fmce ihe was ■ 
s in her Teens. Her Chamber-Windows are crofs-barred; i 
' file is not permitted to go out of the Houfe but with : 
s her Keeper, who is a ftayed Relation of my own ; I 
! have like wife forbid her the ufe of Pen and Ink, for this 
‘ Twelve- month laft paft, and do not fuffer a Band- Box to 
; be carried into her Room before it has been fearched.

Notwithftanding thefe Precautions, I am at my Wits 
End for fear of any fudden Surprife. There were, two 
or three Nights ago, fome Fiddles heard in the Street, 
which I am afraid portend me no Good; not to men­
tion a tall Irijhman, that has been feen walking before 
my Houfe more than once this Winter. MyKinfwoman 
likewife informs me, that the Girl has talked to her 
twice or thrice of aGentleman in a fair Wig, and that 
ihe loves to go to Church more than ever fhe did in her 
Life. She gave me the flip about a Week ago, upon 
which my whole Houfe was in Alarm. I immediately 
difpatched a Hue and Cry after her to the Change, to 
her Mantua-maker, and to the young Ladies thafevifit 
her; but after above an hour’s fearch ills return’d of 
herfelf, having been taking, a walk, as ihe told me, 
by Ro/amend's Pond. I have hereupon turn’d off her 
'Woman, doubled her'Guards, and given new Inftruc- 
tions to my Relation, who, to give her her due, keeps- 
a watchful Eye over all her Motions. This, Sir, keeps 
me in a perpetual Anxiety, and makes me very often 
watch when my Daughter Seeps, as I am afraid Hie is 
even with me in her Turn. Now, Sir, what I would 
defire of you is, to reprefent to this fluttering Tribe: 
of young Fellows,, who are. for making their Fortunes- 
by thefe indireS Means,that Healing a Man’s Daughter 
far the Sake of her Portion, is but a kind of a Tolerated 
Robbery; and that they make but a poor Amends to 
the Father, whom they plunder after this Manner, by 
going to Bed with his Child. Dear Sir, be fpeedy in 

। 4 your

4- your Thoughts on this Subjeft, that, if poffible, they 
‘ may appear before the Diibanding of the Army.

Z am, SIR,
Your mojl humble Servant,

Tim. WatchwelL
7HEM IS TO CLES, the great Athenian General, 

being aik’d whether he would choofe to marry his 
Daughter to an Indigent Man of Merit,, or to a worth- 
lefs Man of an Eftate, replied. That he fliould prefer a. 
Man without an Eftate, to an Eftate without a Man. 
The worft of it is, our Modern Fortune-hunters are 
thofe who turn their Heads that way, becaufe they are 
good for nothing elfe. If a young Fellow finds he can 
make nothing of Coke and Littleton, he provides him- 
felf with a Ladder of Ropes, and by that means very 
often enters upon the Premifes.

THE fame Art of Scaling has likewife been pradtifed 
with good Succefs by many military Ingineers. Strata­
gems of this Nature make Parts and Induftry fuperfiu- 
ous, and cut fliort the way. to Riches.

NOR is Vanity a lefs Motive than Idlenefs to this 
kind of Mercenary Purfuit. A Fop, who admires his Per- 
fon in a Glafs, fbon enters into aRefolution of making 
his Fortune by it, not queftioning but every Woman that 
falls in his way will do him as much Juftice as he does 
himfelf. When an Heirefs fees a Man throwing particu­
lar Graces into his Ogle, or talking loud within her Hear­
ing, ihe ought to look, to herfelf; but if withal ihe ob- 
ferves a pair of red Heels, a Patch, or any other Particu­
larity in his Drefs, ihe cannot take too much care of her 
Perfon. Thefe are Baits not to be trifled with. Charms 
that have done a world of Execution, and made their 
way into Hearts which have been thought impregnable. 
The Force of a Man with thefe Qualifications is fo well· 
known, that I am credibly informed there are feveral 
Female Undertakers about the Change, who upon the 
Arrival of a likely Man out of a neighbouring Kingdom, 
will furnifn him with proper Drefs from Head to Foot, 
to be paid for at a double Price on theDay of Marriage.

WE muft however diftinguiih between Fortune-hun­
ters and Fortune-ftealers. Thefirft are thofe afliduous 

Gentlemen



Gentlemen who employ their whole Lives in the Chace, 
without ever coming at the Quarry. Suffenus has combed 
and powdered at the Ladies for thirty Years together, and 
taken his Stand in a Side-Box, ’till he is grown wrinkled 
under their Eyes. He is now laying the fame Snares for 
the prefent Generation of Beauties, which he praftis’d 
on their Mothers. Cottilus, after having made his Appli­
cations to more than you meet with in Mr. Cowley's Bal­
lad of Miftrefles, was at laft fmitten with a City Lady of 
200001. Sterling ; but died of old Age before he could 
bring Matters to bear. Nor muft I here omit my worthy 
Friend Mr. Ho n e y c o m b, who has often told us in 
the Club, that for twenty years fucceflively, upon the 
death of a Childlefs rich Man, he immediately drew on 
his Boots, called for his Horfe, and made up to the Wi­
dow. When he is rallied upon his Succefs, Will, with 
his ufual Gaiety tells us, that he always found her Pre­
engaged.

WIDOWS are indeed the great Game of your For­
tune-hunters. There is fcarce a young Fellow in the 
Town of fix foot high, that has not paifed in Review 
before one or other of thefe wealthy Relids. Hudibras's 
Cupid, who

----------took his Stand
Upon a Widow's Jointure Land,

is daily employed in throwing Darts, and kindling Flames.' 
But as for Widows, they are fuch a Subtle Generation of 
People, that they may be left to their own Conduit; or, 
if they make a falfe Step in it, they are anfwerable for it 
to no body but themfelves. The young Innocent Crea­
tures who have no Knowledge and Experience of the 
World, are thofe whofe Safety I would principally con- 
fult in this Speculation. The ftealing of fuch an one 
ihould, in my Opinion, be as puniihable as a Rape. 
"Where there is no Judgment there is no Choice; and 
why the inveigling a Woman before ihe is come to 
Years of Difcretion, ihould not be as Criminal as the 
feducing of her before ihe is ten Years old, lam at a 
lofs to comprehend. L

Wedtiffday,

№312 Wednefday, February zy.

Quod huic Officium, qua; Laus, quod Decus ent tanti, quod 
adipiLci cum dolore Corporis veUt, qui dolorem fummum 
malum fibi perfuaferit? %uam porro quis ignomimam 
cuam turpitudinem non pertuleritut ejfugiat dolorem, ft 
idfummum malum eje decrement ?

What Duty will a Man perform, what Praife, whatHo­
nour will he think worth pur chafing at the expenceofhis 
Eafe, who is perfuaded that Pain is the greateJi 
And what Ignominy, what Bafenefs will he not Jubmit to 
in Pain, if bas determined it « & the
word of Misfortunes?

IT is a very melancholy Reflexion, that Men are ufu- 
ally fo weak, that it is abfolutely Aeceffary for them 
to know Sorrow and Pain to be in their right Senfes.

Profperous People (for Happy there are none) are hur­
ried away with a fond Senfe of their prefent Condition, 
and thoughtlefs of the Mutability of Fortune : Fortune is 
a Term which we muft ufe in fuch Difcourfes as thefe, 

what is wrought by the unfeen Hand of the Difpofer 
of all Things. But methinks the Difpofition of a Mind 
which is truly great, is that which makes Misfortunes 
and Sorrows little when they befal ourfelves, great and 
lamentable when they befal other Men. The moft un­
pardonable Malefador in the World going to his Death 
and bearing it with Compofure, would win the Pity of 
thofe who Laid behold him ; and this not becaufe his 
Calamity is deplorable, but becaufe he feems himfelf not 
to deplore it: We fuffer for him who is lefs fenfible of his 
own Mifery, and are inclined to defpife him who finks 
under the Weight of his Diftreffes. On the other hand, 
without any Touch of Envy, a temperate
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govern’d Mind looks down on fuch as are exalted with. 
Succefs, with a certain Shame for the Imbecillity of hu­
man Nature, that can fo far forget how liable it is to Ca­
lamity, as to grow giddy with only the Sufpence of Sor­
row, which is the Portion of all Men. He therefore 
who turns his Face from the unhappy Man, who will 
not look again when his Eye is call upon model! Sorrow, 
who ihuns Affliction like a Contagion, does but pamper 
himfelf up for a Sacrifice, and contrail in himfelf a 
greater aptitude to Mifery by attempting to efcape it. 
A Gentleman, where I happened to be laft Night, fell 
into a Difcourfe which I thought ihewed a good Dif- 
cerning in him: He took notice that whenever Men 
have looked into their Heart for the Idea of true Excel­
lency in human Nature, they have found it to confift in 
Suffering after a right Manner and with a good Grace. 
Heroes are always drawn bearing Sorrows, ftruggling 
with Adverfities, undergoing all kinds of Hardlhips, 
and having in the Service of Mankind a kind of Appe­
tite to Difficulties and Dangers. The Gentleman went 
on to obferve, that it is from this Secret Senfe of the 
high Merit which there is in Patience under Calamities, 
that the Writers of Romances, when they attempt to 
furniffi out Characters of the higheft Excellence, ran- 
fack Nature for things terrible; they raife a new Crea­
tion of Monfters, Dragons, and Giants; Where the 
Danger ends, the Hero ceafes; when he won an Em­
pire, or gained his Miftrefs, the reft of his Story is not 
worth relating. My Friend carried his Difcourfe fo far 
as to fay, that it was for higher Beings than Men to join 
Happinefs and Greatnefs in the fame Idea; but that in 
our Condition we have no Conception of fuperlative Ex­
cellence, or Heroifm, but as it is furrounded with a Shade . 
of Diflrefs.

IT is certainly the proper Education we ffiould give 
ourfelves, to be prepared for the ill Events andAccidents 
we are to meet with in, a Life fentenced to be a Scene of 
Sorrow: But inftead of this Expectation, we foften our­
felves with ProfpeCts of conftant Delight, and deftroy in 
our Minds the Seeds of Fortitude and Virtue, which 
ffiould fupport us in Hours of Anguiih. The conftant 
Purfuit ef Pleafure has in it fomething infolent and im­

proper ·
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proper for our Being. There is a pretty fober Livelinefs 
in the Ode of Horace to Delius, where he tells him, loud 
Mirth, or immoderate Sorrow, Inequality of Behaviour 
either in Profperity or Adveriity, are alike ungraceful in 
Man that is born to die. Moderation in both Circum- 
ftances is peculiar to generous Minds: Men of that Sort 
ever tafte the Gratifications of Health, and all other Ad­
vantages of Life, as if they were liable to part with them, 
and when bereft of them, refign them with a Greatnefs 
of Mind which ffiews they know their Value and Dura­
tion. The Contempt of Pleafure is a certain Preparatory 
for the Contempt of Pain : Without this the Mind is as 
it were taken fuddenly bv an unforefeen Event; but he 
that has always, during Health and Profperity, been 
abftinent in his Satisfactions, enjoys, in.the.worft of Dif­
ficulties, the Reflexion, that his Anguiih is not . aggra­
vated with the Comparifon of paft Pleafures which up­
braid his prefent Condition. ‘Tully tells us a Story after 
Pompey, which gives us a good Tafte of the pleafant Manner 
the Men of Wit and Philofophy had in old Times of 
alleviating the Diftreffes of Life by the Force of Reafon 
and Philofophy. Pompey, when he came to Rhodes, had 
a Curiofity to vifit the famous Philofopher Pojjldomus ; 
but finding him in his fick Bed, he bewailed the Misfor­
tune that he ffiould not hear a Difcourfe from him: But 
you may, anfwered Poflidonius; and immediately entered 
into the Point of Stoical Philofophy, which fays Pain is 
not an Evil. During the Difcourfe, upon every PunClure 
he felt from hisDiftemper, he fmiled and cried out, Pain, 
Pain, be as impertinent and troublefome as you pleafes 
I ihall never own that thou art an Evil.

Mr. Spectator,
* T T A V IN G feen in feveral of your Papers, a Con- 
1 11 cern f°r the Honour of the Clergy, and their 
* doing every thing as becomes their Character, and 
‘ particularly performing the Publick Service with a due 
* Zeal and Devotion; 1 am the more encouraged to lay 
‘ before them, by your Means, feveral Expreffions ufed 
‘ by fome of them in their Prayers before Sermon, 
‘ which I am not well fatisfied in: As their giving fome 
* Titles and Epithets to great Men, which are indeed 

* due
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¡ due to them in their feveral Ranks and Stations, but 

not properly uled, I think, in our Prayers. Is it not 
Contradidion to fay, Illuftrious, Right Reverend, and 
Kight Honourable poor Sinners ? Thefe Diftindions 
are luited only to our. State here, and have no place in 
toeaven: We fee they are omitted in the Liturgy ; 
which I thmk the Clergy ih'ould take for their Pattern 
m their own Forms of Devotion. There is another 
Expreflion which I would not mention, but that I have 
heard it feveral times before a learned Congregation, 
to bring in the laft Petition of the Prayer in thefe Words, 
U let not the Lord be angry and 1 void /peak but this once ; 
as if there was no Difference between Abraham's inter­
ceding for Sodom, for which he had no Warrant as we 
can hnd, and our a&ing thofe Things which we are 
required to pray for; they would therefore have much 
more Reafon to fear his Anger if they did not make

Petitions to him. There is another pretty Fancy: 
When a young Man has a mind to let· us know who 
gave him his Scarf, he fpeaks a Parenthefis to the 
Almighty, Blefs, as I am in Duty bound to tray, the 
right honourable the Countefs; is not that as much 
as to fay, Biefs her, for thou knoweft I am her 
Chaplain ?

Your humble Servant,

J- O.

Tburfday,

№313 The Spectator.
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Exigite ut mores teneros ceu pollice ducat, 
Ut ii quis cera vultum facit *

J y Juv.Sat. 7. v. 237.

Bid him befides his daily pains employ, 
To form the tender Manners of the Boy, 
And work him, like a waxen Babe, with Art, 
To perfect Symmetry in ev'ry Part.

z J J Ch.Dryoes.

I Shall give the following Letter no other Recommen­
dation, than by telling my Readers that it comes 
from the fame Hand with that of laft Thurfday.

S I R,
* T Send you, according to my Promife, fome farther ‘ I Thoughts on the Education of Youth, in which I 
‘ intend to difcufs that famous Queftion, Whether the 
* Education at a publick School, or under a private tutor, is 
* to be preferred d

‘ AS fome of the greateft Men in moft Ages have 
‘ been of very different Opinions in this Matter, I ihall 
‘ give a fhort Account of what I think may be beft urged 
‘ on both fides, and afterwards leave every Perfon to 
‘ determine for himfelf.

‘ IT is certain from Suetonius, that the Romans thought 
1 the Education of their Children a Bufmefs properly be- 
* lono-ing to the Parents themfelves; and Plutarch, in 
‘ the^Life of Marcus Cato, tells us, that as foon as his 
* Son was capable of Learning, Cato would fuffer no 
* Body to teach him but himfelf, tho he had a Servant 
* named Chilo, who was an excellent Grammarian, and 
‘ who taught a great many other Youths.

‘ O N the contrary, the Greeks feemed more inclined 
* to Publick Schools and Seminaries,

* A
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t * A private Education promifes in the firit place Vir- 
t tue and Good-Breding; a publick School Manly Af- 

iurance, and an early Knowledge in the Ways of the

• ‘ °SKE’ in his ^^^rated Treatifc of Education, ’ 
« k° k r jS t^lere are Inconveniencies to be feared on 
* 1 keep my Son at home, he is in
, danger of becoming my young Maßen; If Ifend him Abroad, 
• lt^njrce t0 keep him from the reigning Contagion
( Eudenefs and Vice. He <will perhaps be more innocent at 
« Home, but more ignorant of the World, and more Jheepifb 
* ’vohen he comes Abroad. However as this learned Au - 
( thor afferts. That Virtue is much more difficult to be 
, attained than Knowledge of the World, and that Vice 
f a Aw^born, as well as a more dangerous Fault 
c than Sheepiffinefs, he is altogether for a private Edu- 

cation; and the more fo, becaufe he does not fee why
, a Youth, with right Management, might not attain 

the fame Aiiurance in his Father’s Houfe, as at a pub-
< lick School. To this end he advifes Parents to ac- 
4 cuilom their Sons to whatever ilrange Faces come to 
t the Houfe; to take them with them when they vifit 

their Neighbours, and to engage them in Converfation
. with Men of Parts and Breeding.

* IT may be objefted to this Method, that Con ver fa- 
* tion is not the only thing neceifary, but that unlefs it 

be a Converfation with fuch as are in fome meafure
e their Equals in Parts and Years, there can be no room 
* for Emulation, Contention, and feveral of the moil 

lively. Paffions of the Mind; which, without being
* fometimes moved by thefe means, may poffibly com 
* traft a Dulnefs and Infenfibility.

■ ONE of the greateil Writers our Nation ever pro- 
* duced obferves, That a Boy who forms Parties, and 
‘ makes himfelf Popular in a School or a College, would 
6 aft the fame Part with equal eafe in a Senate or a Pri- 
6 vy-Council; and Mr. Ojborn, fpeaking like a Man 
* verfed in the ways of the World, affirms, that the well­

laying and carrying on of a defign to rob an Orchard,.
* trains up a Youth infenfibly to Caution, Secrecy, and 
4 Circumfpeftion, and fits him for Matters of greater 
s Importance.

‘IN

‘IN ihort, a private Education feems the moll na­
tural Method for the forming of a virtuous Man; a Pub­
lick Education for making a Man of Bufinefs. The 
firit would furniih out a good Subjeft for Plato's Re­
publick, the latter a Member for a Community over­
run with Artifice and Corruption.
‘IT muft however be confeffed, that a Perfon at the 
head of a publick School has fometimes fo many Boys 
under his Direftion, that it is impoffible he ihould ex­
tend a due proportion of his Care to each of them. 
This is, however, in reality, the Fault of the Age, in 
which we often fee twenty Parents, who, tho’ each 
expefts his Son ihould be made a Scholar, are not con­
tented all together to make it worth while for any 
Man of a liberal Education to take upon him the care 
of their Inftruftion.
‘IN our great Schools indeed this Fault has been of 
late Years rectified, fo that we have at prefent not 
only Ingenious Men for the chief Mailers, but fuch as 

: have proper Uihers and Affiilants under them. I 
mull neverthelefs own, that for want of the fame En- 

: couragement in the Country, we have many a pro- 
: mifmg Genius fpoiled and abufed in thofe little Semi- 
! naries.

‘ I am the more inclined to this Opinion, having my- 
' felf experienced the Ufage of two Rural Mailers, each 
‘ of them very unfit for the Trull they took upon them 
‘ to difcharge. The firit impofed much more upon me 
‘ than my Parts, tho’ none of the weakeft, could endure; 
‘ and ufed me barbarouily for not performing Impoffibi- 
‘ lities. The latter was of quite another Temper; and a 
‘ Boy, who would run upon his Errands, wafh his Cof- 
‘ fee-pot, or ring the Bell, might have as little Conver- 
‘ fation with any of the Clafficks as he thought fit. I 
‘ have known a Lad of this Place excufed his Exercife 
‘ for affiiling the Cook-maid; and remember a neigh- 
‘ bouring Gentleman’s Son was among us five Years, 
‘ moil of which time he employed in airing and water- 
‘ ing our Mailer’s gray Pad. I fcorned to Compound 
£ for my Faults, by doing any of thefe Elegant Offices, 
‘ and was accordingly the bell Scholar, and the worft 
6 ufed of any Boy in the School.



* I ihall conclude this Difcourfe with an Advantage 
* mentioned by Quintilian, as accompanying a Publick 
* way of Education, which I have not yet taken notice 
* of; namely, That we very often contrail fuch Friend - 
* ihips at School, as are a Service to us all the following 
* Parts of our Lives.

* I ihall give you, under this Head, a Story very well 
* known to feveral Perfons, and which you may depend 
* upon as real Truth.

‘ EVERY one, who is acquainted with Wefminfier- 
* School, knows that there is a Curtain which ufed to be 
* drawn acrofs the Room, to feparate the upper School 
* from the lower. A Youth happened, by fome Mif- 
* chance, to tear the above-mentioned Curtain: The 
* Severity of the Mailer was too well known for the 
* Criminal to expeit any Pardon for fuch a Fault; fo 
* that the Boy, who was of a meek Temper, was ter ri - 
* fled to Death at the Thoughts of his Appearance, 
* when his Friend, who fat next to him, bade him be 
* of good Cheer, for that he would take the Fault on 
* himfelf. He kept his word accordingly. As foon as 
* they were grown up to be Men, the Civil War broke 
* out, in which our two Friends took the oppolite Sides, 
« one of them followed the Parliament, the other the 
* Royal Party.

‘ A S their Tempers were different, the Youth, who 
4 had torn the Curtain, endeavoured to raife himfelf on 
* the Civil Lift, and the other, who had born the blame 
« of it, on the Military: The firft fucceeded fo well, that 
* he was in a fhort time made a Judge under the Pro- 
* teilor. The other was engaged in the unhappy En- 
* terprife of Penruddock and Groove in the Weft. I fup- 
* pofe. Sir, I need not acquaint you with the Event of 
* that Undertaking. Every one knows that the Royal 
* Party was routed, and all the Heads of them, among 
‘ whom was the Curtain Champion, imprifoned s.t Exeter. 
* It happened to be his Friend’s Lot at that time to go 
< the Weftern Circuit: The Trial of the Rebels, as they 
* were then called, was very fhort, and nothing now re- 
* mained but to pafs Sentence on them; when the Judge 
* hearing the name of his old Friend, and obferving his 
« Face more attentively, which he had not feen for

* many
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many Years afked him, if he was not formerly a Wefi- 

* Scholar; by the Anfwer, he was foon convinced

* can difcover no Signs of her Averfion; but either a 
‘ Fear of falling into the Toils of Matrimony, or a 
‘ childiih Timidity, deprives us of an Interview apart, 
‘ and drives us upon the Difficulty of languifhing out 
‘ our Lives in fruitlefs Excitation. Now Mr. Spec- 
‘ tat or if you think us ripe for Oeconomy, per- 
‘ fuade the dear Creature, that to pine away into Bar- 
‘ rennefs and Deformity under a. Mother’s Shade, is not 

. i w

* that it was his former generous Friend; and, without 
* faying any thing more at that time, made the beft of 
* his Way to London, where employing all his Power and 
‘ Intereft with the Proteilor, he laved his Friend from 
* the Fate of his unhappy Affociates.
‘THE Gentleman, whofe Life was thus preferv’d 

‘ by the Gratitude of his School-Fellow, was afterwards 
‘ the Father of a Son, whom he lived to fee promoted 
‘ in the Church, and who ilill defervedly fills one of the 
‘ higheft Stations in it. X

№ 314 Friday, February 29.

Landern define Matrem 
EemteP.inja feaui <viro.

Hor. Od. 23. 1. I. v. 11.'
Attend thy Mother s heels no more,

Now crown mature for Man, and ripe for Joy. 
& Creech.

Mr. S P E C TAT O R, Feh. 7, 1711-12.

Am a Young Man about eighteen Years of Age, 
and have been in Love with-a Young Woman of 
the fame Age about this half Year. I go to fee her

‘ fix Days in the Week, but never could have the Hap- 
‘ pinefs of being with her alone. If any of her Friends 
« are at home fhe will fee me in their Company ; but if 
« they be not in the Way, ihe flies to her Chamber. I

I



* fo honourable, nor does fhe appear fo amiable, as ihe 
* would in full Bloom.
\There is a great deal left out before he concludes.]

Mr. Spectator,
Your humble Servant,

Bob Harmlefs.

IF this Gentleman be really no more than Eighteen, I 
muft do him the Juftice to fay he is the moft know­

ing .Infant I have yet met with. He does not, I fear, 
yet underftand, that all he thinks of is another Woman; 
therefore, till he has given a further Account of himfelf, 
the young Lady is hereby directed to keep clofe to her 
Mother.

The Spec tat o r,

I cannot comply with the Requeft in Mr. Trot's Let­
ter ; but let it go juft as it came to my Hands for being 
fo familiar with the old Gentleman, as rough as he is to 
him. Since Mr. Trot has an Ambition to make him 
his Father-in-law, he ought to treat him with more Re- 
fped; befides his Stile to me might have been more 
diftant than he has thought fit to afford me : Moreover, 
his Miftrefs ihall continue in her Confinement, till he 
has found out which Word in his Letter is not rightly 
Ipelt.

Mr. Spectator,
* T Shall ever own myfelf your obliged humble Ser- 
4 1 vant for the Advice you gave me concerning my 
4 Dancing; which unluckily came too late: For, as I faid, 
* I would not leave off Capering till I had your Opinion 
* of the Matter; was at our famous Affembly the Day 
4 before I received your Papers, and there was obferved 
4 by an old Gentleman, who was informed I had a Re- 
4 fpećt for his Daughter; told me I was an infignificant 
4 little Fellow, and faid that for the future he would take 
4 care of his Child; fo that he did not doubt but to croffe 
4 my amerous Inclinations. The Lady is confined to her
4 Chamber, and for my part I am ready to hang myfelf 
* with die Thoughts that I have danced myfelf out of

* Favour

4 Favour with her Father. I hope you will pardon the
4 Trouble I give; but ihall take it for a mighty Fa-
4 vour, if you will give me a little more of your Advice
4 to put me in a write Way to cheat the old Dragon and
4 obtain my Miftrefs. I am once more,

SIR,
York, Feb. 22, Your obliged humble Servant, 

1711-12.
John irot.

4 Let me defire you to make what Alterations you 
* pleafe, and infert this as foon as poflible. Pardon 
* Miftakes by Hafte.

J Never do pardon Miftakes by Hafte.

The Spectator.

S I R, ^b. 27, 1711-12.
• T>RAY be fo kind as to let me know what you 
4 A efteem to be the chief Qualification of a good 
t Poet, efpecially of one who writes Plays; and you will 

.« very much oblige,
SIR, Your very humble Servant,

N. B.

TO be a very well, bred Man.
The Spectator.

Mr. Spectator,
* XZ ° are to know that I am naturally Brave, and 
4 X love Fighting as well as any Man in England. 
4 This galant Temper of mine makes me extremely de- 
4 lighted with Battles on the Stage. I give you this 
‘ Trouble to complain to you, that Flicolini refufed to 
4 gratify me in that Part of the Opera for which I have 
4 moft Tafte. I obferve it’s become a Cullom, that 
4 whenever any Gentlemen are particularly pleafed with. 
4 a Song, at their crying out Encore or Altro Volto, the 
4 Performer is fo obliging as to fing it over again. I was 
4 at the Opera the I aft time Hydafpes was performed. 
4 At that Part of it where the Hero engages with the

Vol. IV. M Lion,
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Lion, the graceful Manner with which he put that 
terrible Monfter to Death, gave me fo great a Pleafure, 

. and at the fame time fo juft a Senfe of that Gentle­
man’s Intrepidity and Conduft, that I could not for­
bear defiring a Repetition of it, by crying out, Altro 
Volto, in a very audible Voice; and my Friends flatter 
me, that I pronounced thofe Words with a tolerable 
good Accent, confidering that was but the third Opera 
I had ever feen in my Life. Yet, notwithftanding 
all this, there was fo little Regard had to me, that the 
Lion was carried off, and went to Bed, without being 
killed anymore that Night. Now, Sir, pray confider 
that I did not underftand a Word of what Mr. Nico- 
lini faid to this cruel Creature ; befides, I have no Ear 
for Mufick; fo that during the long Difpute between 
’em, the whole Entertainment I had was from my 
Eyes ; Why then have not I as much Right to have a 
graceful Aciion repeated as another has a pleafing 
Sound, fince he only hears as I only fee, and we nei­
ther of us know that there is any reafonable thing a 
doing ? Pray, Sir, fettle the Bufinefs of this Claim in 
the Audience, and let us know when we may cry 
Altro Volto, Anglice, again, again, for the future. I 
am an Englijhman, and expect fome Reafon.or other to 
be given me, and perhaps an ordinary one may ierve ; 
but I exp^eft your Anfwer.

1 am, S I 7?,
Your mof humble Servant,

Toby Rentfree.

Mr. Spectator, Nov. 29.

YOU muft give me Leave, amongft the reft of 
your Female Correfpondents, to addrefsyou about 
an Affair which has already given you many a Specu­

lation ; and which, I know, I need not tell you have 
had a very happy Influence over the adult Part of 
our Sex: But as many of us are either too old to learn, 
or too obftinate in the Purfuit of the Vanities, which 
have been bred up with us from our Infancy, and all 
of us quitting the Stage whilft you are prompting us

* to
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‘ to aft our Part well; you ought, methinks, rather to 

turn your Inftrudtions for the Benefit of that Part of 
our Sex, who are yet in their native Innocence, and

* Ignorant of the Vices and that Variety of Unhappi- 
‘ neffes that reign amongft us.

‘ I muft tell you, Mr. Spectator, that it is as 
* much a Part of your Office to overfee the Education 

of the female Part of the Nation, as well as of the
* Male ; and to convince the World you are not par- 
* tial, pray proceed to deteil the Male-Adminiftration 
* of Governefles as fucceffively as you have expofed that 
* of Pedagogues ; and refcue our Sex from the Prejudice 
* and Tyranny of Education as well as that of your 
* own, who without your feafonable Interpofition are 
‘ like to improve upon the Vices that are now in vogue.

* I who know the Dignity of your Poft, as Specta- 
‘ tor, and the Authority a &ilful Eye ought to bear in 
* the Female World, could not forbear confulting you, 
* and beg your Advice in fo critical a Point, as is that 
* of the Education of young Gentlewomen. Having al- 
* ready provided myfelf with a very convenient Houfe 
‘ in a good Air, I am not without Hope but that you

. ‘ will promote this generous Defign. I muft farther 
‘ tell you, Sir, that all who ihall be committed to my 
* Conduct, befides the ufual Accompliihments of the 
* Needle, Dancing, and the French Tongue, fhall not 
* fail to be your conftant Readers. It is therefore my 
* humble Petition, that you will entertain the Town in 
* this important Subjeft, and fo far oblige a Stranger, 
‘ as to raife a Curiofity and Inquiry in my Behalf,%y 
« publiihing the following Advertifement.

1 am, SIR,

Your conf ant Admirer,
M. w.

ADVERTISEMENT.
THE Boarding-School for young Gent levs omen, vohich 

vsas- formerly kept on Mile. End-Green, being laid dovn, 
there is novi one fet up almofi oppofite to it at the tavo 
Golden Balls, and much more convenient in ev,cry Re- 

2 fpelt;



fpect; where, befide the common InfiruAions given to 
young Gentlewomen, they will he taught the whole Art 
of P afiry and Preserving, with whatever may render 
them accomplijhed. Thoje who pleafe to make Trial of 
the Vigilance and Ability of the Perfons concerned, 
may inquire at the two Golden-Balls on Mile-End-Green 
near Stepney, where they will receive further Satif- 
adtion.

T HIS is to give notice, that the Spectator has 
taken upon him to be Vifitant of all Boarding-Schools, 
where young Women are educated; and dejigns to pro­
ceed in the faid Ofce after the fame Manner that the 
Vifitants of Colleges do in the two famous Univerfties of this 
Band.

A L L Lovers who write to the Spectator, are de- 
fred to forbear one Expreffion which is in mof of the Let­
ters to him either out of Lazinefs, or want of Inven­
tion, and is true of not above two thoufand Women in the 
whole World; viz. She has in her all that is valuable in 
Woman. T

№ 315 Saturday > March 1.

Nec deus interfit, nifi dignus vindice nodus
Inciderit-------  Hor. Ars Poet. v. igi.
Never presume to make a God appear. 
But for a Bufinefs worthy of a God.

Roscommon.

HORACE advifes a Poet to confider thoroughly 
the Nature and Force of his Genius. Milton 
Teems to have known perfectly well, wherein his 

Strength lay, and has therefore chofen aSubjcft intirely 
conformable to thofe Talents, of which he was Matter. 
As his Genius was wonderfully turned to the Sublime, 
his Subjebt is the nobleft that could have entered into 
the Thoughts of Man. Every thing that is truly great 

and
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and aftoniihing, has a Place in it. The whole Syftem 
of the intellectual World ; the Chaos, and the Creatio , 
Heaven, Earth, and Hell; enter into the Conftitution of 

^HAVING in the Firft and Second Books repre- 
fented the Infernal World with all its Horrors, the 
Thread of his Fable naturally leads him into the oppc- 
fite Regions of Blifs and Glory. . . . .

IFMhWs Majefty forfakes him any where, it is. 
thofe Parts of his Poem, where the Divine Perlons are in­
troduced as Speakers. One may, I think, obferve, that

' the Author proceeds with a kind of Fear and Prem - 
bling, whilft he defcribes the Sentiments or the A - 
mighty. He dares not give his Imagination it^^ 
Plav, but choofes to confine himfelf to fiich 1 houg 
as are drawn from the Books of the moft Orthodox Di­
vines, and to fuch Expreffions as may be met with in 
Scripture. The Beauties therefore, which we are to look 
for in thefe Speeches, are not of a Poetical Nature nor 
fo proper to fill the Mind with Sentiments of Grandeur, 
as with Thoughts of Devotion, d he Paffions, which 
they are defigned to raiie, are a Divine Love and Reli­
gious Fear. The Particular Beauty of the Speeches in 
the Third Book, confifts in that Shortnefs and Perfpicm- 
ty of Stile, in which the Poet has couched the greateft 
Mvfteries of Chriftianity. and drawn together in a 
regular Scheme, the whole Difpenfation of ^vidence, 
with refpeft to Man. He has reprefented all the ab- 
ftrufe Doctrines of Predeftination, Free-Will and Grace, 
as alfo the great Points of Incarnation and Redemption, 
(which naturally grow up in a Poem that treats of tie 
Fall of Man) with great Energy of Expreffion, and in 
a clearer and ftronger Light than I ever met with in 
any other Writer. As thefe Points are dry m them- 
felves to the Generality of Readers, the concife and clear 
manner in which he has treated them, is very much to 
be admired, as is likewife that particular Art which he 
has made ufeof in the interfperfmg of all thofe Graces of 
Poetry which the Subject was capable of recep ing.

THE Survey of ihe whole Creation, and of every 
thing that is tranfafted in it is a Profpea worthyof 
Ommfcier.ce ; and as much above that, tn which Firg /
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has drawn his Jupiter, as the Chriftian Idea of the SaJ 
preine Being is more Rational and Sublime than that of 
the Heathens 1 he particular Objeñs on which he is 

aí his are reprefented in thd
2noit beautiiul and lively Manner. · i

Now had th Almighty Father from above, 
(From the pure Empyrean where he fits 
High thron'd above all height) bent down his Eye, 
His own Works and their Works at once to view. 
About him all the SanAities of Heav'n 
Stood thick as Stars, and from his Sight receiv'd 
Beatitude paft Utt rance t On his right 
SI he radiant Image of his Glory fat, * 
His only Sen. On Earth he fir ft 'beheld 
Our two firft Parents, yet the only two 
Of Mankind, in the happy Garden plac'd, 
'Reaping immortal fruits of Joy and Love ; 
Uninterrupted Joy, unrival'd Love, 
In blfful Solitude. He then furvey'd 
Hell ana the Guipo between, and Satan there 
Coafting the Wall of Heav'n on this fide Night, 
In the dun air Jubline ; and ready novo 
To ftoop with wearied wings, and willing feet. 
On the bare outfide of this world, that feem d 
Firm land imbefom'd without ft; moment;
Uncertain which, in Ocean or in Air. 
Him God beholding from his profpea high, 
Wherein paft, prefent, future he beholds, 
Thus to his only Son forefeeingfpake.

SAT A Ns Approach to the Confines of the Creation, 
is finely imaged in the Beginning of the Speech which 
immediately follows. The EfFeéls of this Speech in the 
bleifed Spirits, and in the Divine Perfon to whom it was 
addreffed, cannot but fill the Mind of the Reader w’ith a 
fecret Pleafure and Complacency.

Thus while Godfpake, ambrofial fragrance fill'd 
All Heav'n, and in the blefjed Spirits elect 
Senfe of new Joy ineffable diffus'd.
Beyond Compare the Son of God was feen 
Mof glorious ; in him all his Father Jhone

Subflantially
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Subflantially exprefs' d ; and in his face 
Divine Compaffon vifibly appear d, 
Love without end, and without meafure Grace.

I need not point out the Beauty of that Circumfiance, 
wherein the whole Hoft of Angels are reprefented as 
ftanding Mute ; nor ihew how proper the Occafion was 
to produce fuch a Silence in Heaven. The Clofe of this 
Divine Colloquy, with, the Hymn of Angels that fol­
lows upon it, are fo wonderfully Beautiful and Poetical, 
that I ihould not forbear inferring the whole Paifage, if 
the Bounds of my Paper would give me leave.

No [boner had th' Almighty ceased, but all 
The multitude of Angels with a Shout 
(Loud as from numbers without number, fweet 
As from bleft Voices) utt'ring Joy, Heav'n rung 
With Jubilee, and loud Hof annas fill d
Th' eternal regions ; &c. &c. —■------- *

SAT A Ns Walk upon the Outfide of the Uni ver fe, 
which at a Diftance appeared to him of a globular Form, 
but, upon his nearer Approach, looked like an unbounded 
Plain, is natural and noble: As his Roaming upon tne 
Frontiers of t^e Creation between that Mafs of Matter, 
which was wrought into a World, and thatihapelefs un­
formed Heap of Materials, which ftill lay in Chaos and 
Confufion, itrikes the Imagination with fomething afto- 
niihingly great and wild. I have before fpoken of the 
Limbo of Vanity, which the Poet places upon this outer- 
moft Surface of the Univerfe, and ihall here explain my- 
felf more at large on that, and other Parts of the Poem, 
which are of the fame Shadowy Nature.

ARISTOTLE obferves, that the Fable of an Epic 
Poem ihould abound in Circumftances that are both cre­
dible and aftoniihing ; or as the French Cnticks choofe 
to phrafe it, the Fable ihould be filled with the Probable 
and the Marvellous. This Rule is as fine and juft as 
any in Ariftotle's whole Art of Poetry.

IF the Fable is only Probable, it differs nothing from 
a true Hiftory; if it is only Marvellous, it is no better 
than a Romance. The great Secret therefoie of ideroic 
Poetry is to relate fuch Circumftances as may produce

M 4 in
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in the Reader at the fame time both Belief and Ailonifh- 
ment. This is brought to pafs in VLixeU-chofe'n Fable, by 
the Account of fuch things as have really happened, or at 
kail of fuch things as have happened according to the 
received Opinions of Mankind. Milton's Fable is a 
Mailer piece of this Nature ; as the War in Heaven, the 
Condition of the fallen Angels, the State of Innocence, 
the Temptation of the Serpent, and the Fall of Man, 
though they are very ailonifhing in themfelves, are not 
only credible, but a&ual Points of Faith.

.. PHE next Method of reconciling Miracles with Cre­
dibility, is by a happy Invention of the Poet; as in parti­
cular, when he introduces Agents of a fuperior Nature, 
who are capable of effecting what is wonderful, and what 
is not to be met with in the ordinary courfe of things.

Ship being-turned into a Rock, and Eneas's 
Fleet into.a Shoal of Water-Nymphs, though they are 
very furprifing Accidents, are neverthelefs probable when 
we are told that they w'ere the Gods who thus tranf- 
formed them. It is this kind of Machinery which fills 
the Poems both of Homer and Virgil with fuch Circum- 
ftances as are wonderful, but not impoflible, and fo fre­
quently produce in the Reader the moft pleafing Paffion 
that can rife in the Mind of Man, which is Admiration. 
If there be any Inflance in the ^dneidliable to Exception 
upon this Account, it is in the Beginning of the Third 
Book, where VEneas is reprefented as tearing up the 
Myrtle that dropped Blood. To qualify this wonderful 
Circumflance, tells a Story from the Root of the 
Myrtle, that the barbarous Inhabitants of the Country 
having pierced him with Spears and Arrows, the Wood 
which was left in his Body took Root in his Wounds, and 
gave Birth to that bleeding Tree. This Circumflance 
teems to have the Marvellous without the Probable, be- 
caufe it k reprefented as proceeding from natural Caufes, 
without the Interpofttion of any God, or other Superna­
tural Power capable of producing it. The Spears and 
Arrows grow of themfelves, without fo much as the Mo­
dern Help of an Inchantment. If we look into the Fic­
tion of Milton‘s Fable, though we find it full of furprif­
ing Incidents, they are generally fuited to our Notions 
or the Things and Perfons defcubed, and tempered with

a
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a due Meafure of Probability. I muft only make an 
Exception to the Limbo of Vanity, with his Epifode ot 
Sin and Death, and fome of the imaginary Perfons in his 
Chaos. Thefe Pairages are aftonifoing, but not credible 
the Reader cannot fo farimpofe uponhimfelf as to fee a 
Poffibility in them ; they are the Defcription of Dreams 
and Shadows, not of Things or Perfons. I know that 
many Criticks look upon the Stories of Circe, Polyp^eme, 
the Sirens, nay the whole Odyfey and Iliad, to be Aue- 
gories; but allowing tliis to be true, tney are habus, 
which, confidering the Opinions of Mankind, that pie- 
vailed in the Age of the Poet, might pofiibly have oeen 
according to the Letter. The Perfons are inch as.might 
have adted what is afcribed to them, as the Circum- 
ilances in which they are reprefented, might poffibly have 
been Truths and Realities. This Appearance of i roba­
bility is fo abfolutely requifite in the.greater kinds of 
Poetry, that Arijiotle obferves the Ancient T r gic 
ters made ufe of the Names of fuch great Men as had 
adtuallv lived in the World, tho’ the Tragedy proceeded 
upon Adventures they were never engaged m, an purpofe 
to make the Subject more Credible.. In a word, bendes 
the hidden Meaning of an Epic Allegory, the Plain lite­
ral Senfe ought to appear Probable. The Story ihould 
be fuch as an ordinary Reader may acquiefce in, what­
ever Natural, Moral or Political Truth may be discover­
ed in it by Men of greater. Penetration. „ .

SATAN, after having long wander’d upon the bur- 
face, or outmoft Wall of the Univerfe, difeovers at lail a 
wide Gap in it, which led into the.Creation, and 1» de- 
icribed as the opening through which the Angels pafs to 
and fro into the lower World, upon their Errands to 
Mankind. His Sitting upon the Brink of this Paffage, 
and taking a Survey of the whole Face of Nature tuat 
appeared to him new and frefh in all its Beauties, wit 
the Simile illuftrating this Circumflance, fills the Mind of 
the Reader with as furprifing and glorious an Idea as 
any that arifes in the whole Poem. He looks down 
into that vail Hollow of the Univerfe with the Eye, 
or (as Milton calls it in his Bril Book) with the. Ken 
of an Ano-el. He furveys all the Wonders in this im- 
menfe Amphitheatre that lie between both the roles 
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of Heaven, and takes in at one View the whole round 
of the Creation.

HIS Flight between the feveral Worlds that ihined on 
every Iide of him, with the particular Defcription of the 
Sun, are fet forth in all the Wantonnefs of a luxuriant 
Imagination. His Shape, Speech and Behaviour upon his 
transforming himfelf into an Angel of Light, are touched 
with exquifite Beauty. The Poet’s Thought of direding 
Satan to the Sun, which in the vulgar Opinion of Man­
kind is the moft confpicuous Part of the Creation, and 
the placing in it an Angel, is a Circumftance very finely 
contrived, and the more adjufted to a Poetical Probabili­
ty, as it was a received Dodrine among the moft famous 
Philofophers, that every Orb had its Intelligence ; and as 
an Apoftle in Sacred Writ is faid to have feen fuch an 
Angel in the Sun. In the Anfwer which this Angel re­
turns to the difguifed evil Spirit, there is fuch a becoming 
Majefty as is altogether fuitable to a fuperior Being. The 
Part of it in which he reprefents himfelf as prefent at 
the Creation, is very noble in itfelf, and not only proper 
where it is introduced, but requifite to prepare the 
Reader for what follows in the Seventh Book,

Iflaw when at his Word the formlefs Mafs,
This World's material Mould, came to a Heap ;
Confufion heard his Voice, and wild Uproar
Stood rul'd, flood vafl Infinitude confin'd;
Till at his fecond Bidding Darknefs fled. 
Light Jhcne, &c.
IN the following Part of the Speech he points out 

the Earth with fuch Circumftances, that the Reader can 
fcarce forbear fancying himfelf employed on the fame di- 
flant View of it.

Look downward on the Glohe whofe hither. Side
With Light from hence, tho' but refected, Jhines;
That Place is Earth, the Seat of Man, that Light
His Day, &c.
I muft not conclude my Reflexions upon this Third 

Book of Paradife Lof, without taking notice of that ce­
lebrated Complaint of Milton with which it opens, and 
which certainly deferves all the Praifes that have been 

given
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given it; tho’ as I have before hinted, it may rather be 
looked upon as an Excrefcence, than as an eflential Pait 
of the Poem. The fame Obfervation might be applied 
to that beautiful Digreffion upon Hypocrify, in the fame 
Book. L

№316 Monday, March 3.

Libert as: qua Lera tamen rfpexit Inert em.
Virg. Eel. I. v. 28.

Ereedom, which came at length, tho' flow to come.
Dryden.

Mr. Spectator,
F you ever read a Letter which is fent with the 
more Pleafure for the Reality of its Complaints, 
this may have Reafon to hope for a favourable Ac- 

* ceptance ; and if Time be the moft irretrievable Lofs, 
4 the Regrets which follow will be thought, I hope, the 
4 moft juftifiable. The regaining of my Liberty from a 
4 long State of Indolence and Inadivity, and the Defire 
4 ofrefiftina the farther Incroachment of Idlenefs, make 
4 me apply to you 5 and the Uneafinefs with which I 
4 recoiled the paft Years, and the Apprehenfions with 
4 which I exped the Future, foon determined me to it.

4 IDLENESS is fo general aDiftemper, that Ican- 
4 not but imagine a Speculation on this Subjed will be of 
4 univerfal Ufe. There is hardly any one Perfon with- 
4 out fome Allay of it; and thoufands befidcs myfelf 
4 fpend more Time in an idle Uncertainty which to be- 
4 gin firft of two E Airs, than would have been fufficient 
‘ to have ended them both. The Occafion of this feems 
‘ to be the Want of fome neceffary Employment, to put 
4 the Spirits in Motion, and aw ken them out of their 
4 Lethargy : If 1 had lefs Leifuic, Whould have morej 
4 for 1 ihould then find my Time diftmguifned into Por- 
4 tions, fome forBufinefs, and others for the indulging of 
4 Pleafurcs: But now one Face of Indolence overfpreads

4 the



• the whole, and I have no Land-mark to direft myfelf 
‘ by. Were one’s Time a little flraitnedby Bufinefs, like 
* Water inclos’d in its Banks, it would have fome deter­

mined Courfe ; but unlefs it be put into feme Channel 
‘ it has no Current, but becomes a Deluge without either 
4 Ufe or Motion.

4 WHEN Scanderbeg Prince of Epirus was dead, the 
4 Turks, who had but too often felt the Force of his Arm 
4 in the Battles he had won from them, imagined that 
4 by wearing a piece of his Bones near their Heart, they 
' ihould be animated with a Vigour and Force like to that 
‘ which infpired him when living. As I am like to be 
4 but of little ufe whilft I live, I am refolved to do what 
4 Good I can after my Deceafe ; and have accordingly 
4 ordered my Bones to be difpofed of in this Manner for 
4 the Good of my Countrymen, who are troubled with 
* too exorbitant a Degree of Fire. All Fox-hunters, upon. 
4 wearing me, would in a fhort time be brought to en- 
* dure their Beds in a Morning, and perhaps even quit 
4 them with Regret at Ten: Inftead of hurrying away 
4 to teize a poor Animal, and run away from their own 
4 Thoughts, a Chair or a Chariot would be thought the 
* moil: defirable Means of performing a Remove from 
* one Place to another. I ihould be a Cure for the un- 
4 natural Defire of John Trot for Dancing, and a Spe- 
4 cifick to leflen the Inclination Mrs. Fidget has to Mo- 
* tion, and caufe her-always to give her Approbation to 
4 the prefent Place (he is in. In fine, no Egyptian Mum- 
4 my was ever half fo ufeful in Phyfick, as I ihould be 
4 to thefe feveriih Conftitutions, to reprefs the violent 

* Sallies of Youth, and give each Aftion its proper 
* Weight and Repofe.

4 I can ftifle any violent Inclination, and oppofea Tor- 
4 rent of Anger, or the Solicitations of Revenge, with 
4 Succefs. But Indolence is a Stream wich flows flowly 
* on, but yet undermines the Foundation of every Vir-. 
4 tue. A Vice of a more lively Nature were a more 
4 defirable Tyrant than this Ruft of the Mind, which 
4 gives a Tinfture of its Nature to every Aftion of ones 
4 Life. It were as little Hazard to be toft in a Storm, as 
4 to lie thus perpetually becalmed: And it is to no Pur- 
’ pofe to have within one the Seeds of a thoufand-good

*- Qualities,
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4 Qualities, if we want the Vigour and Refolution necef-
4 f^y for the exerting them. Death brings all Perfons
4 back to an Equality; and this Image of it, this Slumber 
4 of the Mind, leaves no Difference between the greateft 
4 Genius and the meaneft Underftandmg: A Faculty of 
4 doing things remarkably praife-worthy thus concealed^ 
4 is of no more ufe to the Owner, than a Heap of ^old 
4 to the Man who dares not ufe it.

‘ TO MORROW is ftill the fatal Time when all 
4 is to bereftified·. To-morrow comes, it goes and ftill 
4 I pleafe myfelf with the Shadow, whilft I lofe the 
4 Reality; unmindful that the prefent Time alone is 
4 ours, the future is yet unborn, and the paft is dead·, 
4 and can only live (as Parents in their Children) m tue 
4 Aftions it has produced.

‘THE Time we live ought not to be computed by 
4 the Number of Years, but by the Ufe has been made 
4 of it· thus’tis not the Extent of Ground, but the yearly 
• Rent which gives the Value to the Eftate. Wretched 
< and thoughtlefs Creatures, 1» the only Place 
< Coveroufnefs were a Virtue we turn Prodigals! No- 
■ thing lies upon our hands with fuch Uneataefs, nor 
< has Lee been fo many Devices for any one Thmg, as 
< to make it Hide away impercepttbly and to no purpqfo. 
« A Shilling ihall be hoarded up with Care, whilft that 
< which is above the Price of an Eftate, is flung away 
‘ withDifregard and Contempt. T«rt is nothing now- 
. a days fo much avoided, as a felicitous Improvement 
• Of every Part of Time ·, ’tis a Report mull be founned· 
< as one tenders the Name of a Wit and a fine Genius, 
. j .. fears the dreadful Charafler of a laborious 
< Hodder ■ But notwithstanding this, the greateft Wits 
< any A« has produced thought far otherwrle; for who 
. canthhrk either Strata or loll anyReputa-
. S bv their continual Pains both m overcoming the 
< Defeats and improving the Gifts of Nature- All ar« 
• acouainted with the Labour and Affiduity with which 
• acquir’d his Eloquence. Ser.ica in his Letters to 
< inures him, there was not a Day in which he
. did not either write fomething, or read and ep.torni« 
< feme good Author; and I remember W in one of h» 
: Utters, where he gives an account of the vanous^Me-
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* thods he ufed to fill up every Vacancy of Time, after 
* feveral Employments which he enumerates; fometim.es
* fays he, 1 hunt; but even then I carry with me a 
* Pocket-book, that whilft my Servants are bufied in 
* difpofing of the Nets and other Matters, I may be em- 
* ployed in fomething that may be ufeful to me in my 
* Studies; and that if I mifs of my Game, I may at the 
* leaft bring home fome of my own Thoughts with me, 
* and not have the Mortification of having caught no- 
* thing all Day.

‘ THUS, Sir, you fee how many Examples I recal to 
* mind, and what Arguments I ufe with myfelf, to re- 
* gain my Liberty: But as I am afraid ’tis no Ordinary 
* Perfuafion that will be of Service, I fhall expect your 
* Thoughts on this Subject, with the greateft Impatience, 
* efpecially fince the Good will not be confined to me 
* alone, but will be of univerfal Ufe. For there is no 
‘ HopeS of Amendment where Men are pleas’d with their 
* Ruin, and whilft they thinkLazinefs is a defirable Cha- 
* rafter: Whether it be that they like the State itfelf 
' or that they think it gives them a new Luftre when 
* they do exert themfelves, feemingly to be able to do 
* that without Labour and Application, which others 
·* attain to but with the greateft Diligence.

/ am, SIR,
Your moß obligedtumble Servant,

Samuel Slack.

Clytander to Cleone.
MADAM,

« pERMIS S ION to love you is all that I defire, 
* | to conquer all the Difficulties thoie about you 
* place in my Way, to furmount and acquire all thofe 
* Qualifications you expeft in him who pretends to the 
• Honour of being,

MADAM,
Your maß bumble Servant,

% CLYTANDER.

Taeßday,
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№517 Tuefday, March 4.

vet conjumere nati.
J Hor. Ep. 2. 1. i. v. 27.
Born to drink and eat. Creech.

. U GU SYV S, a few Moments before his Death 
A aiked his Friends, who ftood about him, if they 

1 X thought he had afted his Part well; and upon re­
ceiving fuch an Anfwer as was due to his extraordinary Merit, L Am. fays he p .f th Smge ^A y^ 

л nfncr the Expreffion with which the Roman mai al the ConcMon of a Drematick
p“° I could with that Men, while they are in Health, 
would colder well the Nature of the Part they are en- 
«ged in, and what Figure it w.11make in the Minds of 
& they leave behind them: Whether it was worth 
thole у World for; whether it be fuitable to a 
coming whether it appears Graceful

f, orS¿iU turn to an Advantage in the next, 
m this L, ,,or Buffoon, the Satirift, or the Good 
Comunión,‘confider with himfelf, when his Body ihall

in the Grave, and his Soni pafs into another 
StateÍof Exigence, how much it.would redound to his 
nrífe to have it faid of him. that no Man in Engine 
eat better, that he had an admirable Talent at turning 
hi Friends into Ridicule, that no Body out-did him « 
Ь 111 natured left, or that he never went to Bed before 
he hid^matched his third Bottle. Theft are, however, 
X common Funeral Orations, and Elogiums on de- . 
cealid Perfons who have afted among Mankind with 
0 * Figure and Reputation. .

BUT if we look into the Bulk of our Species, they 
r t ' not likely to be remembred a MomentDifanpearance7 They leave behind them no 

Tra« “of their Exilien«, but are forgotten as tho they 
X ««r been. They are neither wanted by the Poor 

fometim.es


280 ^be Spectator. №317 
regretted by the Rich, nor celebrated by the Learned. 
They are neither miffed in the Commonwealth, nor la­
mented by private Perfons. Their Aftions are of no 
Significancy to Mankind, and might have been performed 
by Creatures of much lefs Dignity than thofe who are 
diftinguiihed by the Faculty of Reafon. An eminent 
French Author fpeaks fomewhere to the following pur- 
pofe ; I have often feen from my Chamber window two 
noble Creatures, both of them of an ereft Countenance 
and endowed with Reafon. Thefe two intelleftual Be­
ings are employed from Morning to Night, in rubbing 
two fmooth Stones one upon, another; that is, as the 
Vulgar phrafe it, in polifhing Marble.

M Y F riend. Sir Andrew Freeport, as we were 
fitting in the Club laft Night, gave us an Account of a 
fober Citizen, who died a few Days fince. This honed 
Man being of greater Confequence in his own Thoughts, 
than in the Eye of the World, had for fome Years paft 
kept a Journal of his Life. Sir Andrew fhewed us 
one Week of it. Since the Occurrences fet down in it 
mark out fuch a Road of Aftion as that I have been 
{peaking of, I ihaH prefent my Reader with a faithful 
Copy of it; after having firft inform’d him, that the 
Deceafed Perfon had in his Youth been bred to Trade, 
but finding himfelf not fo well turned for Bufinefs, he’ 
had for feveral Years laft paft lived altogether upon a 
moderate Annuity.

Monday, Eight o' clock. I put on my Clothes, 
and walked into the Parlour.

Nine 0' clock ditto. Tied my Knee-firings, and waihed 
my Hands.

Hours Ten, Eleven and Twelve. Smoked three Pipes 
ef Virginia. Read the Supplement and Daily Courant. 
Things go ill in the North. Mr. Nifty's Opinion there­
upon.

One o'clock in the Afternoon. Chid Ralph for mif- 
laying my Tobacco-Box.

Two o'clock. Sat dewn to Dinner. Mem. Too many 
Plumbs and no Suet.

From Three to Four. Took my Afternoon's Nap.

From

From Four to Six. Walked into the Fields. Wind, 
S S E.

’ From Six to Ten. At the Club. Mr. Nifty's Opinion 
about the Peace.

Ten 0'clock. Went to Bed, fiept found.

Tuesday, being Holiday, Eight o'clock.
Rofe as ufual. , _ „ ,Nine o'clock. Waihed Hands and Face, ihaved, put 
on -my double-foaled Shoes.

Ten, Eleven, Twelve. Took a walk to Iftn&on.
One. Took a Pot of Mother G?s Mild.
RetweenTwo andThree. Return’d, dined on a Knuc­

kle of Veal and Bacon. Mem. Sprouts wanting.
Three. Nap as ufual. .From Four to Six. Coffee-houfe. Read toe News. A

Diih of Twift. Grand Vifier ftrangled. , Arrn,int 
From Six to Ten. At the Club. Mr. Nifty s Account

of the Great Turk. c. „
Ten. Dream of the Grand Vifier. Broken Sleep.

"Wednesday, Eight a clock. Tongue of my Shoe
Buckle Broke. Hands but n0^^ac®· „ , flowed

Nine. Paid off the Butcher’s Bill. Mem. To be allowe
for the laft Leg of Mutton. xxr-rV inTen, Eleven. At the Coffee-houfe. More Wo.
the North. Stranger in a Black Wig aikd me ho

twelve to One. Walked in the Fields. Wind to
the South. , 1f

From One to Two. Smoked a Pipe and an halt.
Two. Dined as ufual. Stomach good.
Three. Nap broke by the falling of a Pewter Ddh.

Mem. Cook-maid in Love, and grown carelels.
From Four to Six. At the Coffee-houfe. advice from 

Smyrna that the Grand Vifier was firft of all ftrangled, 
and afterwards beheaded. ,

Six o'clock in the Evening. Was half Ho¥ 1 . " 
Club before any Body elfe came. Mr.Fifty of opino» 
that the Grand Vifier was not ftrangled the Sixth Inftant.

Ten at Night. Went to Bed. Slept without waking 
till Nine next Morning.

¿ H U R S y A 15
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, Thursday, Nine o'clock. Staid within till Two 

©’clock for Sir 'Timothy, who did not bring me my An­
nuity according to his Promife.

TwO' in the Afternocn. Sat down to Dinner. L®fs of 
Appetite. Small Beer four. Beef over-corned.

Three. Could not take my Nap.
Four andFive. Gave Ralph a Box on the Ear. Turned 

off my Cook-maid. Sent a Meffenger to Sir Timothy. 
Mem.. I did not go to the Club to-night. '"Went to Bed 
at Nine o’clock.

r 1 da y, Paffed the Morning in Meditation upon Sir 
Timothy, who was with me a Quarter before Twelve.

Twelve o'clock.. Bought a new Head to my Cana, and 
a Tongue to my Buckle. Drank a Glafs of Purl to re­
cover Appetite.

Two and Three. Dined, and Slept well.
From Four to Six. Went to the Coffee-houfe. Met 

Mr. Nifty there. Smoked feveral Pipes. Mr. Nifty of 
opinion that laced Coffee is bad for the Head.

Six o'clock. At the Club as Steward. Sat late.
Twelve o'clock. Went, to Bed, dreamt that I drank 

Small-Beer with the Grand Vifier.

Saturd ay, Waked at Eleven, walked in the Fields. 
Wind N. E.

Twelve. Caught in a Shower.
One in the Afternoon. Returned home, and dried my- 

felf.
Two. Mr. Nifty dined with me. Firft Courfe, Mar­

row-bones ; Second, Ox-cheek, with a Bottle of Brooks 
and Hellier.

Three o'clock. Overflept myfelf.
Six. Went to the Club. Like to have fall’n into a 

Gutter. Grand Vifier certainly Dead. tAc,

I que Ilion not but the Reader will be furprifed to find 
the above-mentioned Journalift taking fo much care of a 
Life that was filled with fuch inconfiderable Aitions, and 
received fo very fmali Improvements; and yet, if we look 
into the Behaviour of many whom we daily converfe 
with, we fhall find that moil of our Hours are taken

UP
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up in thofe three Important Articles of Eating, 
and Sleeping. I dS not fuppofe that a Man lofes hrs 
Time, who is not engaged in publick Affairs, о 
Illuftrious-Courfe of Adion. On tae contrary I bel eve 
our Hours may very often be more Profitably 
fuch Tranfachons as make no Figure 
in fuch as are apt to draw upon them the Atten 
Mankind. One may become wifer and better by_e 
Methods of Employing one’s Self in Secrecy and.Swen , 
and do what is laudable without Noife or ’
would, however, recomrnend to every one of my Reader^ 
the keeping a Journal of their Lives for one Week,°and 
Petting down Penally thmr whole Senes o£ E^ 
meats during that Space of Time. Th s Kind 
Examination would give them a true 
and incline them to confider
about. One Day would rectify f e Omiffions of anoUe r, 
and make a Man weigh al ^ofe mUff^ent A&pns 
which, though they are eafily forgotten, mu- cerumiy 
be accounted for.

№ 318 Wedne/day, March 5.

------------- - non omnia poffumus g 

With different Talents form'd, w vanoufly excel.

Mr. Spectator,
t Ik Certain Vice which you have lately attacked, 
« A has not yet been confidered by you as
< fo deep in the Heart of Man, that the Affefta-

' f.f. Practice of it. You muft have ob- 
. ferved^hat Men who have been bred in Arms preferve 
‘ to the moll extreme and feeble old A ge a certain Dar- 
‘ inv in their Afpea : In like manner, they who nave 
* pS thSr time in Galan try and Adventure: keep up 
‘ as well as they can, the Appearance of it, and canya
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* petulant Inclination to their laft Moments. Let this 
‘ ferve for a Preface to a Relation I am going to give 
* you of an old Beau in Town, that has not only been 

amorous and a Follower of Women in general, but
* alfo, in fpite of the Admonition of gray Hairs, been 

from his fixty third Year to his prefent feventieth, in 
an a&ual Purfuit of a young Lady, the Wife of his 
Friend, and a Man of Merit. The gay old Efcalus

* has Wit, good Health, and is perfedly well-bred; but 
* from the Fafhion and Manners of the Court when he 
* was in his Bloom, has fuch a natural Tendency to 
* amorous Adventure, that he thought it would be an 
‘ endlefs Reproach to him to make no ufe of a Familia- 
‘ rity he was allowed at a Gentleman’s Houfe, whofe 
‘ Good-humour and Confidence expofed his Wife to the 
* Addreiies of any who fnould take it in their head to 
* do him the good Office. It is not impoflible that

Efcalus might alfo refent that the Hulband was par­
ticularly negligent of him; and tho’ he gave many In- 

* timations of a Paffion towards the Wife, the Hulband 
* either did not fee them, or put him to the Contempt 
‘ of over-looking them. In the mean time Ifabella, for 
‘ fo we ihall call our Heroine, faw his Paffion, and re- 
* joicedin it as a Foundation for muchDiverfion, and an 
‘ Opportunity of Indulging herfelf in the dear Delight 
‘ of being admired, addrefled to, and flattered, with no 
* ill Coniequence to her Reputation. This Lady is of a 
‘ free and difengaged Behaviour, ever in Good-humour, 
‘ fuch as is the Image of Innocence with thofe who are 
* Innocent, and an Encouragement to Vice with thofe 
* who are abandoned. From this Kind of Carriage, 
* and an apparent Approbation of his Galantry, Efcalus 
* had frequent Opportunities of laying amorous Epiftl.es 
* in her Way, of fixing his Eyes attentively upon het 
4 Adtion, of performing a thoufand little Offices which 
* are neglected by the Unconcerned, but are fo many

Approaches towards Happinefs with the Enamoured.
* It was now, as is above hinted, almoft the End of 
* the feventh Year of his Paffion, when Efcalus from ge- 
4 neral Terms, and the ambiguous RefpeCt which crimi- 
* nal Lovers retain in their Addrefles, began to bewail 
‘ that his Paffion grew too violent for him to anfwer any

‘ longer
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‘ longer for his Behaviour towards her; and that he
* uJLa (he would have Confideration for his long and
* f ent Reflect to excufe the Motions of a Heart now 
‘ onto the Direaion of the unhappy Owner
* of it ^Such for feme Months had been the Language 
‘ of ircal« both in his Talk and his Letters to Ifib.Ua;
‘ who r=№„ed all the ProMion of kind Things which
• had be^ the Cotleftion of fifty Years wtth 1
‘ bear Mil make vs firg« fiat you are a Gtn

‘ '^Xdd ring the

. WS r^dXfSf* little farther, with her Huiband’s 
g explained h nrnceeded in the following Manner.

Approbation ih p _ h and

’ ing of

‘ Lady s Favour ; then turned away her Head
with a very well afted Confufion, which loured the

« Fffiane of the Aged Efcalus. This Adventure was Mat- 
? rrreat Pleafantry to Ifabella and her Spoufe; and

' they had enjoyed it two Days before Efcalus could re- 
. Suea himS enough to form the following Letter.

MA DAM, .
·■ TTTHAT happened the other Day, gives me a 
« W lively Image of the Inconfiftency of human 
" Paffions and Inclinations. We purfue what we are 
- denied, and place our Affeftions on what » abfent, 
" tho’ we neglected it when prefent. As long as^you

Epiftl.es
Ifib.Ua


4t refufed my Love, your Refufal did To ftrongly excite 
“ my Paffion, that I had not once the Leifure to think of 
“ recalling my Reafon to aid me again# the Defign upon 
“ your Virtue. But when that Virtue began to comply 
“ in my Favour, my Reafon made an Effort over my 
“ Love, and let me fee the Bafenefs of my Behaviour 
“ in attempting a Woman of Honour. 1 own to you, 
“ it was not without the moft violent Struggle, that I 
“ gained this Victory over myfelf; nay, I will confefs 
** my Shame, and acknowledge I could not have pre.- 
“ vailed but by Flight. However, Madam, I beg that 
“ you will believe a Moment’s Weaknefs has not de- 
“ ftroyed the Efteem I had for you, which was con- 
“ firmed by fo many Years of Ob-ftinate Virtue. You 
“ have Reafon to rejoice that this did not happen with- 
“ in the Obfervation of one of the young Fellows, who

would have expofed your Weaknefs, and gloried in 
a his own Brutilh Inclinations.

I am, Madam, 
Your moft devoted Humble Servant.

" l/abella, with the Help of her Hufband, returned 
* the following Anfwer.

SIR,
li J Cannot but account myfelf a very happy Wo- 
“ man, in having a Man for a Lover that can write 
“ fo well, and give fo good a Turn to a Difappoint- 
“ ment. Another Excellence you have above all other 
“ Pretenders I ever heard of; on Occafions where the 
“ moft reafonable Men lofe all their Reafon, you have 
“ yours moft powerful. We are each of us to thank our 
“ Genius, that the Paffion of one abated in Proportion 
“ as that of the other grew violent Does it not yet 
“ come into your Head, to imagine that I knew ray

Compliance was the greateft Cruelty I could be guilty 
“ of towards you ? In return for your long and faith- 
“ ful Paffion, 1 muft let you know that you are old

enough to become a little more Gravity ; but if you 
“ will leave me and coquet it any where elfe, may your 
“ Miftrefs yield.
T ISABELLA. 

Ehurfday,

№319 Tburfday, March 6.

Quo teneam vultus mutantem Protea nodo ?
Hor. Ep. i. I- i. v. 90.

What Chain can hold this varying Proteus faft ?
Creech.

I Have endeavoured, in the Courfe of my Papers, to do 
Juftice to the Age, and have taken care as much as 
poflible to keep myfelf a Neuter between both Sexes.

I have neither fpared the Ladies out of Complaifance. 
nor the Men out of Partiality ; but notwithfta.ndmg t e 
great Integrity with which I have ailed in t is articu­
lar, I find myfelf taxed with an Inclination,to favour 
my own half of the Species. Wheiner it - * a 
Women afford a more fruitful Field for Speculation, or 
whether they run more in my Head than the Men 1 
cannot tell, but I ihall fet down the Charge as it 
laid againft me in the following Letter.

Mr. SPECTATOR,

I Always make one among a Company oi young fe­
males, who perufe your Speculations every Morh-

« inS. 1 am at prefen t Commiifioned, by our whole 
* Affembly, to let you know, that we fear you^rea 
< little inclined to be partial towards your own Sex We 
‘ muft however acknowledge, with all due G a itude, 
< that in fome Cafes you have given us our Revenge on 
‘ the Men, and done us Juftice. We could£°5 
‘ forgiven you feveral Strokes in the Difleitonof the 
« Coquette's Heart, if you had not much about the fame 
* time made a Sacrifice to us 'of a Beau s ^cud.
‘YOU may further, Sir, pleafe to remember, taat 

‘ not long fince you attacked our Hoods and Commodes 
, “ r rh manner as to ufe your own Expreffion, made ‘ in inch manner, as, j ‘ , w
‘ very many of us aihamed to ihew our Heads. We 
‘ muft therefore, beg leave to reprefent to you, that we 
‘ are in Hopes, if you would pleafe to make a due m 



' quiry, the Men in all Ages would be found to have 
‘ been little lefs whimfical in adorning that Part, than 

ourfelves. The different Forms of their Wigs, to- 
' gether with the various Cocks of their Hats, all flatter 

us in this Opinion.
‘ I had an humble Servant laft Summer, who the firft 
time he declared himfelf was in a Full-Bottom’d Wig ; 
but the Day after, to my no fmall Surprife, he accofled 
me in a thin Natural one. I received him, at this our 
fecond Interview, as a perfeit Stranger, but was ex­
tremely confounded, when his Speech difcovered who 
he was. I refolved, therefore, to fix his Face in my 
Memory for the future; but as I was walking in the 
Park the fame Evening, he appeared to me in one of 
thofe Wigs that I think you call a Night-cap, which 
had altered him more effectually than before. He after­
wards played a Couple of Black Riding Wigs upon me, 
with the fame Success; and in ihort, aflumed a new Face 
almoft every Day in the firfl: Month of his Courtihip.
‘ I obferved afterwards, that the Variety of Cocks in­
to which he moulded his Hat, had not a little contri­
buted to his Jmpofitions upon me.
‘ YET, as if all thcfe Ways were not fufficient to 

diftinguiih their Heads, you muft doubtlefs, Sir, have 
obferved, that great Numbers of young Fellows have, 
for feveral Months laft paft, taken upon them to wear 
Feathers.
‘ WE hope, therefore, that thefe may, with as much 

Juftice, be called Indian Princes, as you have ftiled a 
Woman in a coloured Hood an Indian Queen; and 
that you will, in due time, take thefe airy Gentlemen 
into Confideration.
‘ W E the more earneftly beg that you would put a 
Stop to this Practice, fince it has already loft us one of 
the moft agreeable Members of our Society, who after 
having refufed feveral.good Eftates, and two Titles, 
was lured from us laft Week by a mixed Feather.

1 I am ordered to prefent you the Refpeds of our 
whole Company, and am,

S J R, Nour very humble Servant,
DORINDA.

Note,

Note. THE Perfon wearing the Feather, tho' our 
Friend took him for an Officer in the Guards, has proved 
to be an arrant Linen-Draper.

I am not now at leifure to give my Opinion upon the 
Hat and Feather; however to wipe off the prefent Im­
putation, and gratify my Female Correfpondent, I {hall 
here print a Letter which I lately received from a Man 
of Mode, who feems to have a very extraordinary Ge­
nius in his way.

SIR,
* T Prefume I need not inform you, that among Men 
* ·*■ of Drefs it is a common Phrafe to fay Mr. Such a 
* one has ftruck a bold Stroke; by which we underftand, 
‘ that he is the firft Man who has had Courage enough 
‘ to lead up a Faihion. Accordingly, when our Tailors 
4 take Meafure of us, they always demand whether we 
* will have a plain Suit, or ftrike a bold Stroke. I think 
* I may without Vanity fay, that I have ftruck fome of 
f the boldeft and moft fuccefsful Strokes of any Man 
‘ in Great Britain. I was the firft that ftruck the long 
* Pocket about two Years fince ; I was likewife the Au- 
‘ thor of the Frofted Button, which when I faw theTown 
* came readily into, being refolved to ftrike while the 
* Iron was hot, I produced much about the fame time 
‘ the Scallop Flap, the knotted Cravat, and made a fair 
* Puih for the Sil ver-clocked Stocking.

‘ A few Months after I brought up the modijh Jacket, 
« or the Coat withclofe Sleeves. I ftruck this at firft in 
* a plain Doily; but that failing, I ftruck it a fecond time 
* in blue Camblet; and repeated the Stroke in feveral 
* kinds of Cloth, till at laft it took effed. There are two 
* or three young Fellows at the other End of theTown3 
*' who have always their Eye upon me, and anfwer me 
* Stroke for Stroke. I was once fo unwary as to men- 
‘ tion my Fancy in relation to a new-faihion’d Surtout 
*■ before one of thefe Gentlemen, who was difingenuous 
* enough to fteal my Thought, and by that means pre- 
* vented my intended Stroke.

« I have a Defign this Spring to make very confide- 
« rable Innovations in the Waftecoat; and have already

Vol. IV. N * begun
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4 begun with a Coup deffai upon the Sleeves, which 
* has fucceeded very well.

4 I muft further inform you, if you will promne to
4 encourage or at leaft to connive at me, thatitismy 
« Defign to ftrike fuch a ftroke the Beginning of the 
4 next Month, as fhall furprife the whole Town..

4 I do not think it prudent to acquaint you with all 
* the Particulars of my intended Drefs; but will only .
4 tell you as a Sample of it, that I ihall very fpeea ily 
* appear at White's in a Cherry-coloured Hat. I took 
* this Hint from the Ladies Hoods, which I look upon.
4 as the boldeft Stroke that Sex has ftruck for thefc 
4 hundred Years laft paft.

I am, SIR,
lour moft Obedient, mod Humble Servant,

Will Sprightly.

I have not Time at prefent to make any Reflexions on 
this Letter, but muft not however omit, that having 
ihewn it to Will Honeycomb, he defires to be 
acquainted with the Gentleman who writ it. X

№320 Friday, March 7.

____ _ , .. ..—non pronuba Juno, 
Non Hymenceus adef, non illi Gratia leffo: 
Bumenides fravere torum—· 1 ... .

Ovid. Met. 1. 6. v. 428,
Nor Hymen, nor the Graces here prejide, 

, Nor Juno to befriend the blooming Bride ·,
But Fiends with fun'ral Brands the Frocefsled, 
And Furies waited at the Genial Bed. C R o x a L»

Mr. Spectator,
4 I7OU have given many Hints in your Papers to
4 Y the Difadvantage of Perfons of your own Sex,
4 who lay Plots upon Women. Among other 
« hard Words you have publiihed the Term Mak-Coyuets^
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4 - and been very fevere upon fuch as give themfelves the
4. Liberty of a little Dalliance of Heart, and playing faft
4 andloofe, between Love and Indifference, till pel haps
4 an eafy young Girl is reduced to Sighs, Dreams and
4 Tears; and languifhes away her Life for a carelefs Cox-
4 comb, who looks aftoniihed, and wonders at fuch an
4 Effect from what in him was all but common Civility.
4 Thus you have treated the Men who are irrefolute in 
*■ Marriage; but if you defign to be impartial, pray be 
4. fo honeft as to print the Information I now give you,
4 of a certain Set of Women who never Coquet for the 
4 Matter, but with an high Hand marry whom ih^ 
4 pleafe to whom they pleale. As for my Part,J GoabL 
4 not have concerned myfelf with them, but that I un- 
4 derftand I am pitched upon by them, to be married, 
4 ao-ainft my Will, to one I never faw m my Lite, it nas 
4 been my Misfortune, Sir, very innocently to rejoice
4 in a plentiful Fortune, of which. 1 am Mafter, to be-
4 fpeak a fine Chariot, to give Direftion for two or three
4 handfom Snuff-boxes, and as many Suits of fine Clothe , 
4 but before any of thefe were ready, I heard Reports 
4 of my being to be married to two or three aifferent
4 young Women. Upon my taking notice of it to a
4 young Gentleman who is often in my Company, he 
4 told me fmiling, I was in the Inquifition. You may 
4 believe I was not a little ftartled at what he meant, and
4 more fo when he aiked me if I had befpoke any thing
4 of late that was fine. “ld fev^
4 he produced a Defcnption of my Perfon from me
4 Tradefmen whom I had employed and told me that 
< they had certainly informed agamft me Mr, Spec
4 tator Whatever the World may think Oi me, I am
4 more Coxcomb than Fool, and I grew very Inquifitive
4 upon this Head, not a little pleafed withth J
4 My Friend told me, there were a certain _Set of Wo-
4 men of Fafliion, whereof the ^mber ot hx made .
4 Committee, who fat thrice a Week, under tne 1 itle 
4 of the Inq^ on Maids and Bachelors. It fens
« whenever there comes fuch an unthinking gay Thing 
« as myfelf to Town, he muft want all Manner of Ne- 
« ceffaries or be put into the Inquifition by the firft 
j Tradefmati he employs- They have conllant

N z genev
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e gence with Cane-ihops, Perfumers, Toymen, Coach- 
{ makers, and China-houfes. From thefe feveral Places, 
‘ thefe Undertakers for Marriages have as conftant and 
‘ regular Correfpondence, as the Funeral-Men have with 
( Vintners and Apothecaries. All Bachelors are under 
* their immediate Infpeftion, and my Friend produced 
* to me a Report given into their Board, wherein an 
* old Uncle of mine who came to Town with me, and 
* myfelf, were inferted, and we flood thus; the Uncle 
* fmoky, rotten, poor; the Nephew raw, but no Fool, 
« found at prefent, very rich. My Information did 
* not end here, but my Friend’s Advices are fo good, 
* that he could fliew me a Copy of the Letter fent to 
* the young Lady who is to have me; which I inclofe 
* to you.

Madam* 
* ’T' HIS is to let you know, that you are to be 
* -*■ married to a Beau that comes out on Ehurf- 
* day Six in the Evening. Be at the Park. You can- 
* not but know a Virgin Fop; they have a mind to 
* look faucy, but are out of Countenance. The Board 
* has denied him to feveral good Families. I wiih you 
‘ J°y- ~ .

WHAT makes my Correfpondent’s Cafe the more 
deplorable, is, that as I find by the Report from my 
Cenfor of Marriages, the Friend he fpeaksof is employ­
ed by the Inquifition to take him in, as the Phrafe is. 
After all that is told him, he has information only of 
©ne Woman that is laid for him, and that the wrong 
©ne ; for the Lady Commifiioners have devoted him to 
another than the Perfon againft whom they have em­
ployed their Agent his Friend to alarm him. The Plot 
is laid fo well about this young Gentleman, that he has 
no Friend to retire to, no Place to appear in, or Pari 
of the Kingdom to fly into, but he muft fall into the 
Notice, and be fubjeft to the Power of the Inquifition. 
They have their Emiffaries and Subftitutes in all Parts of 
this united Kingdom. The firft Step they ufually take, 

to find from a Correfpondence, by their MefTengers 
and 

and Whifperers, with fome Domeftick of the Bachelor 
(who is to be hunted into the Toils they have laid for 
him) what are his Manners, his Familiarities, his good 
Qualities or Vices; not as the Good in him is a Re ­
commendation, or the Ill a Diminution, but as they af- 
feft or contribute to the main Inquiry, What Eftatehe 
has in him ? When this Point is well reported to th© 
Board, they can take in a wild roaring Fox-hunter, as 
eafily as a foft, gentle young Fop of the Town. The 
Way is to make all Places uneafy to him, but the Scenes 
in which they have allotted him to aft. His Brother 
Huntfmen, Bottle Companions, his Fraternity of Fops, 
ihall be brought into the Confpiracy againft him. Then 
this Matter is not laid in fo barefaced a Manner before 
him as to have it intimated, Mrs. Such a one would 
make him a very proper Wife; but by the Force of their 
Correfpondence they Ihall make it (as Mr. Waller faid 
of the Marriage of the Dwarfs) as imprafticable to have 
any Woman befides her they defign him, as it w’ould 
have been in Adam to have refufed E-ve. 1 he Man 
named by the Commiflion for Mrs. Such a one, ihall 
neither be in Faihion, nor dare ever to appear in Com­
pany, ihould he attempt to evade their Determination.

THE Female Sex wholly govern domeftick Life 
and by this means, when they think fit, they can fow 
Diflenfions between the deareft Friends, nay, make Fa­
ther and Son irreconcilable Enemies in fpite of all th® 
Ties of Gratitude on one Part, and the Duty of Protec­
tion to be paid on the other. The Ladies of the Inqui­
fition underftand this perfeftly well; and where Love is 
not a motive to a Man's choofing one whom they allot, 
they can, with very much Art, infinuate Stories to the 
Difadvantage of his Honefty or Courage, till th© 
Creature is too much difpirited to bear up againft a 
general ill Reception, which he everywhere meets with, 
and in due time falls into their appointed Wedlock for 
Shelter. I have a long Letter bearing Date the fourth 
Inftant, which gives me a large Account of the Policies 
of this Court; and find there is now before them a very 
refraftory Perfon who has efcaped all their MachinatL 
ons for two Years laft paft: But they have prevented 
two fucceflive Matches w'hich were of his own Inclina- 

N 3
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tion, the one, by a Report that his Miftrefs was to be 
married, and the very Day appointed,Wedding-Clothes 
bought, and all things ready for her being given to 
another; the fecond time by infinuating to all his Mif- 
trefs’s Friends and Acquaintance, that he had been falfe 
to feveral other Women, and the like. The poor Man 
is now reduced to profefs he defigns to lead a fihgle 
.Life; but the Inquifition give out to all his Acquain­
tance, that nothing is intended but the Gentleman’s own 
Welfare and Happinefs. When this is urged he talks 
ftill more humbly, and prctefts he aims only at a Life 
withoutPain or Reproach; Pleafure,Honour, and Riches, 
are things for which he has no tafte. But notwithftand- 
ing all this and what elfe he may defend himfelf with, 
as that the Lady is too old or too young, of a fuitable 
Humour, or the quite contrary, and that it is impofli- 
ble they can ever do other than wrangle from June 
to "January, every Body tells him all this is Spleen, 
and he muft have a Wife; while all the Members of 
the Inquifition are unanimous in a certain Woman for 
him, and they think they altogether are better able 
to judge, than he or any other private Perfon what- 
foever.

SIR, ‘Temple, March 3, 1711«
* 'STOUR Speculation this Day on the Subjeft of 
* j( Idlenefs has employed me, ever fmce I read it, 
* in forrowful Reflexions on my having loitered away 
* the Term (or rather the Vacation) of ten Years in 
* this Place, and unhappily fuffered a good Chamber 
* and Study to lie idle as long. My Books (except thofe 
* I have taken to deep upon) have been totally neg- 
* lefted, and my Lord Cole and other venerable Authors 
* were never fo flighted in their Lives. I fpend moil 
* of the Day at a Neighbouring Coffee-houfe, where 
* we have what I may call a lazy Club. We generally 
* come in Night-Gowlis, with our Stockings about our 
* Heels, and fometimes but one on. Our Salutation at 
* Entrance is a Yawn and a Stretch, and then without 
* more Ceremony we take our Place at the Lolling 
* Table; where our Difcourfe is, what I fear you would 
* not read out, therefore ftiall not infert. But I aflure 

‘ you.
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< you, Sir, I heartily lament this Lofs of Time, and 
« am now refolved (if poflible, with double Diligence) 
• to retrieve it, being effectually awakened by the i- 
‘ puments of Mr. Slack out of the Senfelefs Stupidity 
‘ fhat has fo long pofleffed me. And to
‘ that Penitence accompanies my for
‘ ftancymy Refolutions, I have locked my Door tor a 
« Year, and defire you would let my Companions know 
* I am not within. I am with great Refpeft,

SIR, four mojl obedient Servant,
N. B.

T

№ 321 Saturday, March 8.

Nec fatis eß pulchra eße poemata, dulcia Junto.J j f μ poet v ,

'Tis not enough a Poems finely writ'. 
It muß affedt and captivate the Soul.

THOSE, who know how many Volumes have 
been written on the Poems Ox Homer and Hir-

■j will eafily pardon the Length of my Dif- 
r ^,nnn Milton. The Paradife Lofi is looked up- 

cour.e p - as the greateft Production, or
on. fl- thp nobleft Work of Genius in our Language, at Serve¡to be fet before an English Rea-
and For this Reaibn, tho’ I have
¿er in its fu / general Idea of its Graces and 
endeavoured t . g gp firft p?p£rs> j th ht my„ 
f?? obliged to beftow one upon every Book in par- 
fe.f oblig Three Books j have already dif-
ticular. now entring upon the Fourth. I need
patched, an r that there are Multitudes of
not acquaint my ReadLe^^ efpeclally inthc Defcrip- 
Beauties m th g which I have not touched up-
Z it bring my Intention to point out thofe

¿j.
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which appear to me the moft exquifite, or thofe which 
are not fo obvious to ordinary Readers. Every one that 
has read the Critics who have written upon the Odyffey, 
the Iliad, and the Alneid, knows very well, that 
though they agree in their Opinions of the great Beau­
ties in thofe Poems, they have neverthelefs each of them 
difcovered feveral Mailer-Strokes, which have efcaped 
the Obfervation of the reft. In the fame manner, I 
queftion not, but any Writer, who ihall treat of this 
Subject after me, may find feveral Beauties in Milton, 
which I have not taken notice of. I mull likewife ob­
serve, that as the greateft Matters of Critical Learning 
differ among one another, as to fome particular Points 
in an Epic Poem, I have not bound myfelf fcrupuloufly 
to the Rules which any one of them has laid down upon 
that Art, but have taken the Liberty fometimes to join 
with one, and fometimes with another, and fometimes 
to differ from all of them, when I have thought that 
the Reafon of the thing was on my fide.

We may confider the Beauties of the Fourth Book 
under three Heads. .In the firft are thofe Piflures of 
Still-Life, which we meet with in the Defcription of 
Eden, Paradife, Adams Bower, &c. In the- next are 
the Machines, which comprehend the Speeches and Be­
haviour of the good and bad Angels. In the laft is the 
Conduit of Adam and Eve, who are the principal Ac­
tors in the Poem.

IN the Defcription of Paradije, the Poet has obferved 
Ariftotle's Rule of laviihing all the Ornaments of Diftion 
on the weak unaitive Parts of the Fable, which are not 
fupported by the Beauty of Sentiments and Characters. 
Accordingly the Reader may obferve, that the Expreflions 
are more florid and elaborate in thefe Defcriptions, than 
in moft other Parts of the Poem. I muft further add, 
that tho’ the Drawings of Gardens, Rivers, Rainbows, 
and the like dead Pieces of Nature are juftly cenfured in 
an Heroic Poem, when they run out into an unnecef- 
fary length ; the Defcription of Paradije would have 
been faulty, had not the Poet been very particular in it, 
not only as it is the Scene of the Principal Aflion, but 
as it is requifite to give us an Idea of that Happinefs 
from which our firft Parents fell. The Plan of it is

wonder
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wonderfully beautiful, and formed upon the fhort 
Sketch which we have of it in holy Writ. Milton* 
Exuberance of Imagination has poured forth fuch a 
Redundancy of Ornaments on this Seat of Happincls 
and Innocence, that it would be endlefs to point out

ParticularI muft not quit this Head, without further obferving, 
that there is fcarce a Speech of Adam or Eve in the 
whole Poem, wherein the Sentiments and Allufions are 
not taken from this their delightful Habitation.- The 
Reader, during their whole Courfe of Aftion·, always 
finds himfelf in the Walks of Paradife. In ihorC, as 
the Critics have remarked, that in thofe Poems where­
in Shepherds are Adors, the Thoughts ought always 
to take a Tindlure from the Woods, Fields, and Rivers, 
fo we may obferve, that our firft Parents feldom lofe 
Sight of their happy Station in any thing they fpeak or 
do ; and, if the Reader will give me leave to ufe the Ex- 
preflion, tfiat their Thoughts are always Paradifiacal.

W E are in the next Place to confider the Machines of 
the Fourth Book. Satan being now within Profpeft of 
Eden, and looking round upon the Glories of the Crea­
tion,’is filled with Sentiments different from thofe which 
he difcovered whilft he was in Hell. The Place infpires 
him with Thoughts more adapted to it: He reflefts up­
on the happy Condition from whence he fell, and breaks 
forth into a Speech that is foftned with feveral tranfient 
Touches of Remorfe and Self-accufation : But at length 
he confirms himfelf in Impenitence, and in his Defign of 
drawing Man into his own State of Guilt and M^ifery. 
This Conflict of Paflions is raifed with a great deal o£ 
Art, as the opening of his Speech to the Sun is very- 
bold and noble.

O thou that with furpaf/ing Glory crown'd', 
Look'ft from thy foie Dominion like the God 
Of this new World; at whofe Sight all the Stars 
Hide their diminijh'd Heads ; to thee 1 call. 
But with no friendly Voice ; and add thy name 
O Sun ! to tell thee how 1 hate thy Beams, 
Ehat bring to my Remembrance from what State 
J fell, how glorious once above thy Sphere,

JSi X xx x,
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THIS Speech is, I think, the fineft that is afcribed 

to Satan in the whole Poem. The evil Spirit after­
wards proceeds to make his Difcoveries concerning our 
frit Parents, and to learn after what manner they may 
be belt attacked. His bounding over the Walls of Para- 
dife·, his fitting in the Shape of a Cormorant upon the 
Tree of Life, which flood in the Centre of it, and over­
topped all the other Trees of the Garden; his alighting 
among the Herd of Animals, which are fo beautifully 
reprefented as playing about Adam and Eve, together 
with his transforming himfelf into different Shapes, in 
order to hear their Converfation; are Circumftances that 
give an agreeable Surprife to the Reader, and are de- 
vifed with great Art, to conned that Series of Ad­
ventures in which the Poet has engaged this Artificer of 
Fraud.

THE Thought of Satan's Transformation into a 
Cormorant, and placing himfelf on the Tr^ of Life, 
feems railed upon that Pairage in the Iliad, where two 
Deities are defcribed, as perching on the Top of an 
Oak in the Shape of Vultures.

FI IS planting himfelf at the Ear of Eve under the 
form of a Toad, in order to produce vain Dreams and 
Imaginations, is a Circumftance of the fame nature; as 
his flatting up in his own Form is wonderfully fine 
both in the Literal Defcription, and in the Moral which 
is concealed under it. His Anfwer upon his being dif- 
covered, and demanded to give an Account of himfelf, 
is conformable to the Pride and Intrepidity of his Cha- 
rader.

Know ye not then, faid Satan, filled with Scorn, 
Know ye not Me ! ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there fitting where you durfi not Joar 5 
Not to know Me argues yourfelves unknown, 
I he lowefi of your throng ----- -

ZE-PHON's Rebuke, with the Influence it had on 
Satan, is exquifitely Graceful and Moral. Satan is after­
wards led away to Gabriel, the chief of the Guardian 
Angels, who kept watch in Paradife. His difdainful 
Behaviour on this Occafion is fo remarkable a Beauty, 
that the moft ordinary Reader cannot but take notice of 

it.
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it. Gabriels difcovering his Approach a^a Diftance is 
drawn with great Strength and Livelmefs of Imagina­
tion.

O Friends, 1 hear the tread of nimble Feet
Hailing this Way, and now by glimpfe difcern 
Ithuriel and Zephon through thejhade, 
And with them comes a third of Regal Port, 
But faded fplendor wan ; who by his gate 
And fierce demeanor feems the Prince of Hell: 
Not likely to part hence without contefl : 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance low'rs.

THE Conference between Gabriel and Satan abounds 
with Sentiments proper for the Occafion, and fuitable to 
the Perfons of the two Speakers. Satan clothing him­
felf with Terror when he prepares for the Combat is 
truly fublime, and at leaft equal to Homer's Defcription 
of Difcord celebrated by Longinus, or to that of Fame 
in VirgiL who are both reprefented with their Feet 
Sanding upon the Earth, and their Heads reaching 
above the Clouds.

While thus he fpake, th' Angelick Squadron bright
‘Turn'd fiery red, Jharp'ning in mooned Horns 
Their Phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported Spears, &c.
____On th' other fide Satan alarm'd, 
Collecting all his might dilated flood 
Eike Teneriff, or Atlas, unremov d: 
His Stature reach'd the Sky, and on his Crefl 
Sat Horror plum'd;

I mull here take notice, that Milton is every where 
full of Hints and fometimes literal Tranflations, taken 
from the greateft of the Greek and Latin Poets. But this 
I may referve for a Difcourfe by itfelf, becaufe I would 
not break the Thread of thefe Speculations, that are 
defigned for Englijb Readers, with fuch Reflexions as 
would be of no ufe but to the Learned.

I muit however obferve in this Place, that the break­
ing off the Combat between Gabriel and Satan, by the 
haniing out of the Golden Scales in Heaven, is a Refine­
ment upon Thought, who tells us, that before

x the
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the Battle between HeSor and Achilles, Jupiter weighed 
the Event of it in a pair of Scales. The Reader may 
lee the whole Paffage in the 2 2d Iliad.

FIR G1L, before the laft decifive Combat, defcribes 
Jupiter in the fame manner, as weighing the Fates of 
Turnus and AEneas. Milton, thotigh he fetched this beau­
tiful Circumftance from the Iliad and ^neid, does not 
only infert it as a Poetical Embelliihment, like the Au­
thors above-mentioned; but makes an artful ufe of it for 
the proper carrying on of his Fable, and for the break­
ing off the Combat between the two Warriors, who 
were upon the point of engaging. To this we may fur ­
ther add, that Milton is the more juftified in this Paflage, 
as we find the fame noble Allegory in Holy Writ, where 
a wicked Prince, fome few Hours before he was affaulted 
and flain, is faid to have been weighed in the Scales, and 
io have been found wanting.

I muft here take notice under the Head of the Ma­
chines, that Uriels gliding down to the Earth upon a 
Sun-beam, with the Poet’s Device to make him defend, 
as well in his Return to the Sun, as in his coming from 
it, is a Prettinefs that might have been admired in a lit­
tle fanciful Poet, but Teems below the Genius of Milton. 
The Defcription of the Hoft of armed Angels walking 
their nightly Round in Paradife, is of another Spirit.

So faying, on he led his radiant files. 
Darling the Moon;

as that Account of the Hymns which our firft Parents 
ufed to hear them fing in thefe their Midnight Walks,, 
is altogether Divine, and inexpreflibly amufing to the 
Imagination.

W E are, in the laft Place, to confider the Parts which 
Adam and Eve aft in the Fourth Book. The Defcription 
of them, as they firft appeared to Satan, is exquifitely 
drawn, and fufficient to make the fallen Angel gaze 
upon them with all that Aftoniihment, and thofe Emo 
tions of Envy, in which he is reprefented.

Two of far nobler Shape ere# and tall, 
God-like erect! with native honour clad.
In naked Majefy, feet^d lords of all

And

And worthy feem'd: for in their looks divine 
The Image of their glorious Makerfhone, 
Truth, Wifdom, Sanaitude fevere and pure j 
Severe, but in true filial freedom plac'd: 
For contemplation he and valour form d, 
For foftnefs fhe andfweet attraaive grace ; 
He for God only, fhe for God in him. 
His fair large front, and eye fubhme, declard 
Abfolute rule ; and Hyacinthin Locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Cluft'ring, but not beneath his Shoulders broad. 
She, as a Veil, down to herflender wafte 
Her unadorned golden Trejfes wore 
Diffheveld, but in wanton ringlets wav d. 
So pafs'dthey naked on, norfhund the Sight 
Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill: 
So hand in hand they pafs'd, the loveheft pair 
That ever fince in love's embraces met.

T HE RE is a fine Spirit of Poetry in the Lines which 
follow, wherein they are defcribed as fitting on a Bed 
of Flowers by the fide of a Fountain, amtdft a mixed 

A T HE Speechesof thefe two firft Lovers flowe qually 
from Paflion and Sincerity. The Profeffions they make 
£„*er are full of 
time founded on Truth. In a word, they are the Ga. 
lantries of Paradife.

______ When Adam firft of Men— 
Sole partner and foie part of all thefe joys. 
Dearer thyfelf than all;
.Rut let us ever praife him, and extol·
His bounty, fallowing our delightful
To prune thofe growing plants, and tend thefe flowrs 
Which were it toilfome, yet with thee werefweet.

To whom thus Eve reply'd. O thoufor whom. 
Andfrom whom I was form d, flefh of thy flefh, 
And without whom am to no end, my Guide 
And Head, what thou haft find is juft and right. 
For we to him indeed all praifes owe, 
And daily thanks ; 1 chiefly, who enjoy 
So far the happier Lot, enjoying thee Preeminetd
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Preeminent by fo much odds, wohile thou
Like confort to thyfelf canjl no 'where find, &c.

THE remaining Part of ¿Ws Speech, in which ihe 
gives an Account of herfelf upon her firft Creation, and 
the Manner in which ihe was brought to Adam, is I 
think as beautiful a Paffage as any in Milton, or per­
haps in any other Poet whatfoever. Thefe Paffages are 
all worked off with fo much Art, that they are capable 
of pleafing the moft delicate Reader, without offending 
the moil fevere.

That Day loft remember, •when from Sleep, &c.
A Poet of lefs Judgment and Invention than this great 

Author, would have found it very difficult to have filled 
thefe tender Parts of the Poem with Sentiments proper 
for a State of Innocence ; to have defcribed the Warmth 
of Love, and the Profeffions of it, without Artifice or 
Hyperbole; to have made the Man fpeak the moft en­
dearing things, without defcending from his natural Dig­
nity, and the Woman receiving them without departing 
from the Modefty of her Charafter; in a word, to adjuft 
the Prerogatives of Wifdom and Beauty, and make each 
appear to the other in its proper Force and Lovelinefs. 
This mutual Subordination of the two Sexes is wonder­
fully kept up in the whole Poem, as particularly in the 
Speech of Ewe I have before mentioned, and upon the 
Conclufion of it in the following Lines.

So fpake our general Mother, and'with eyes
Of Conjugal attraction unreprowed, 
And meek furrender, half embracing lean'd 
On our firft Father; half her /welling breaft 
Naked met his under the flowing Gold 
Of her loofe trejfes hid; he in delight 
Poth of her beauty and fubmifliwe charms 
Smif d with fuperior Lowe. —

THE Poet adds, that the Devil turned away with 
Envy at the fight of fo much Happinefs.

W E have another View of our firft Parents in their 
Evening Difcourfes, which is full of pleafing Images and 
.Sentiments fuitable to their Condition and Char afters.

The

N*32i The Spectator.
The Speech of Em, in Particular is dreffed up m_ fuch 
a foft and natural Turn of Words and Sentiments, as 
cannot be fufficiently admired. ,

I ihall clofe. my Reflexions upon this Book,with 
ferving the Mafterly Transition which the Poet make, 
to their Evening Worflup in the following Lines.

Thus at their jhady Lodge, arriv'd,both flood,
Both turn'd, and under open Sky , odor d
The God that made loth Sky, Air, Earth, and Heaw , 

.Which they beheld, the Moon's resplendent GMe 
^Andftarry Pole: Thou

Maker Omnipotent, and thou the Day, &c.
M O S T of the Modern Heroick Poets have imitated 

the Ancients in beginning a Speech without premifing, 
AatthXfonfaid thus or thus; but as it is eafy to 
- the Andents in the Omiffion of two or three 
Words it requires Judgment to do it in fuch a manner 

they Snot be miffed, and that the Speech may 
begin naturally without them. Therea finering 
of this Kind out of Homer, in the Iwenty 
Chapter of Longinus,

THE
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ACademy for Politics, Number 305. The Regulations 
of it, iff c. ibid.

Admiration, ihort-liv’d, N. 256.
Age. A comfortable old Age, the Reward of a well-fpent 

Youth, N. 260.
Agreeable Man, who, N. 280.
Ambition, never fatisfy’d, N. 256. The End of it, N.2^.

The EfFefts of it in the Mind, N. 256. fubjefts us to 
many Troubles, N. 257. The true Objeft of a lau­
dable Ambition, ibid.

Appetites the Incumbrances of old Age, N. 260-
Arifotle, his Definition of an intire A ¿lion of Epic Poe­

try, N. 267. His Senfe of the Greatnefs of the A&ion 
in a Poem ; his Method of examining an Epic Poem, 
N. 273. An Obfervation of that Critic’s, ibid. One 
of the beft Logicians in the World, N. 291. His Di- 
vifion of a Poem, N. 297. Another of his Obfervati- 
ons, ibid. His Obfervation on the Fable of an Epic 
Poem, N. 315.

Art of Criticifm, the Spefiatafs Account of that Poem 
N. 253.

Audiences, at prefent void of common Senfe, N. 290. 
Auguftus, his Requeft to his Friends at his Death, N. 317;
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BE AU’s Head, the Diffe&ion of one, N, 275.
Beauty in a virtuous Woman makes her more vir­

tuous, N., 302.
Bills of Mortality, the Ufe of them, N. 289.
Boccalini, his Animad ver lions upon Critics, N. 291.

Cafa^f

^be Index.
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C^far Walias} a frequent Saying of his. N.
Calamfe, the Merit of Suffering patiently unde» 

them, N. 312. _ Q
Camillus, his Deportment to his Son, N. 263.
Canidia, an antiquated Beauty, defcnbed N. 301.
Capacities of Children not duly regarded m their Edu­

cation, N. 307.
Cenfor of Marriages, N. 308. . .
Charity-Schools, great Inflances of a public Spirit, 

CW^Vovirg uncapable of any otherr Studies, be- 
came a celebrated Mathematician, bl. 3°7;CompXsT” defended by Mon-
fieur W«« againft Monfieur Pirrauh, N. 303.

Coquette’s Heart differed, N. 281. Conver-
Cnerky his Return to 269.

fation withtheSpr^rin Gray,-haWalks, N. 9 
His intended Generofity to his Widow N .295.

Courtihip, the pleafanteft Part of a Mans Life, N. 2^ 
Credit undone with a Whifper, N · 3 2
Criminal Love, fome Account of the State of it, - J4 
Critic, the Qualities requifite to a good one, . 9
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-T\Eath, Deaths of eminent Perfons, the moft rmprov« 

n 292
Ddi-

Spedator, N. 290.
Jc* ·

“oTuX’a" T^W^’ N. 3.3- 

The Advantage of a public Education, >
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Elizabeth, (Queen) her Medal on the Defeat of the Span^ 

Armada, N. 293.
Emilia, an Excellent Woman, her Charafter, N. 302.
Envy ; the Abhorrence of Envy, a certain Note of a 

great Mind, N. 253.
Eyes j the prevailing Influence of the Eye inftanced in 

feveral Particulars, N. 252.
F.

FAble of a Drop of Water, N. 293.
Fame, the Difficulty of obtaining and preferring it, 

N. 255. The Inconveniences attending the Defire 
of it, ibid.

Fop, what fort of Perfons deferve that Charafter, N. 280.
Fortune often unjuftly complained of, N, 282. To be 

controlled by nothing but infinite Wifdom, N. 293.
Fortune-Stealers, who they are that fet up for fuch N, 

311. Diftinguilh’d from Fortune-Hunters, ibid. * *
Fribblers, who, N. 288.

G.

Gifts of Fortune, more valued than they ought to be, 
N. 294.

Government, what Form of it the moll reafonable, N, 
287.

Gracefulnefs of Aftion, the Excellency of it, N. 292.
Greeks and Romans, the different Methods obferved by 

them in the Education of their Children, N. 313. Z
H.

HOmeRs Excellence in the Multitude and Variety of 
his Charafters, N. 273. He degenerates fometimes 

into Burleik, N. 279.
Honeycomb (Will} his great Infight into Galantry, N. 26c. 

His Application to rich Widows, N. 311. 3
Hoods, colour’d, a new Invention, N. 265.

I.

JANE (Mrs.) a great Pickthank, N. 272.
Idlenefs, a great Diftemper, N. 316.

Jefuits, their great Sagacity in difcovering the Talent of 
a young Student, N. 307.

Indolence, an Enemy to Virtue, N. 316.
Journal,

K·
J^Nowledge, the main Sources of it, N. 2S7·
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N. 274. From Frank Court ley, reproving the SheBat^ 
forfotne Freedoms he had taken, N. 276. from Celia 

a Gentleman, who had named the Words
S ШЛеГ Prefence> ibid, from Pucella, kept 
by an old Bachelor, ibid, from Hezekiah Broadbrim 
accufing the SpeBator, for not keeping his Word, ibid. 
Пот Peraminta on the Arrival of a Madamoifelle 
completely drefled from Paris, N. 277. from Betty 
Crofs fitch the Owner of Madamoifelle, ibid, from a 
Shop-keeper whofe Wife is too learned for him, N. 
278. from Florinda, who writes for the SpeBator's

?e СЬД1Се °f a Huiband’ аЛег is mar- 
ried, ibid. from Clayton, &c. on the fame Subject with 
their former Letter ibid, from Jenny Simper, com- 
the of thc Pariih wh® has overdeckt
the Church with Greens, N. 282. from the Clerk in

N* b'om—concerning falfeDelicacy N 286. from P bi lobrune of Cambridge, in­
quiring which is the moft beautiful, a fair or a brown 
Complexion .ibid, from Melainia on Male Jilts, N.

n 1 Pet” ,Mrotteux who froia an Author is 
, о Dealer, ibid, from George Powe I who is to play

i in a new Tragedy called TheDifh-eH
Mother, N. 290. from Sophia, to know if the Gentle­
man ihe faw in the Park with a fhort Face was the 
peBator,ibid. The SpeBator s Anfwer, ibid. To the 

bpe Bator from Jezebel a Woman poor and proud, N. 
292. from JoJiah Fribble on Pin-Money, N. 2qc* 

adv‘f1Rg the SpeBator to prefix no more 
Greek Mottoes to his Papers, N. 296. from Aurelia 

concerning the ufe of the W indow in a beau- 
nful Lady, ibid, from Euphues defiring the SpeBator s, 
Advice, ibid, from Sufannab Lovebane, againft Lam­
pooners, ibid, from Charity Frof, ibid, from John

1 n, ^Om Cbajlity Loveworth, on the general 
Kmion Men have of the other Sex, N. 298. from Sir 
John Enville, married to a Woman of Quality, N. 
299. from Sujannah Lowworth, on the Behaviour of 
married People before Company, N. 300. from Phi- 
lanthropos, on the Terms of Convention with the Fair 
bex ibid, from Miranda on valetudinary Friendihip, 
tbid. from D. G. thanking the SpeBator for his Cri-

ticifm.

The Index.
licifm on Milton, ibid, to Chloe from her Lover, giv­
ing her an Account of his Dreams, N. 301. from 
Clitander, a filent Lover, N. 304. from Partbenifa, 
whofe Face is damaged by the Small-Pox, N. 306. 
from Corinna to Amilcar, on the fame Occafion, ibid. 
Amilcars Anfwer, ibid, from—on the Education, of 
Children, N. 307. from Mules Palfrey, with a Project 
for the better regulating of Matches, N. 308. from 
a Tradesman married to a Woman of Quality, ibid. 
from Beader Gentle on a new Paper called The Hifo- 
rian, ibid, from Elizabeth Sweepftakes complaining of 
John Trot the Dancer, ibid, from Biddy Doughbake, 
who having been bid to Love cannot unlove, N. 310. 
from Dick Lovefck in Love with a Lady, whole For­
tune will not pay off his Debts by 500 I. ibid, from a 
difcarded Lover, with a Letter to him from his Mil- 
trefs, and his Anfwer, ibid, from Philanthropes, on a 
Tale-bearer, ibid, from Tim Watchwell, on Fortune- 
Stealers, N. 311. from J. O. on the Expreffions ufed 
by feveral of the Clergy in their Prayers before Ser­
mon, N. 312. from-- containing further Thoughts 
on Education, N. 313· bom Bob Harmlefs, complain­
ing of his Miftrefs, N. 314· from JohLn
the Spectator’s Advice, ibid, from Toby Bent free,'with 
a Complaint againft Signior Nicohni, ibid, from M. W. 
on the Education of young Gentlewomen, ibid, from 
Samuel Slack on Idlenefs, N. 3^. from Chtan* 
der to Cleone, ibid, to the SpeBator, with an Account 
of the Amours of Efcalus an old Beau, N. 318. from 
Dorinda complaining of the SpeBator s Partiality, N.
210. from Will Sprightly, a Man of Mode, concerning 
Falhions, ibid, from—complaining of a Female Court 
called the Inquifition on Maids and Bachelors, 320. 
The Power and Management of this Inquifition, ibid. 
from N. B. a Member of the lazy Club, ibid.

Liberality, wherein the Decency of it confifts.N. 29 
Liberty of the People when beft preferved, N. 287.
Biddy (Mifs) the Difference betwixt her Temper, and 

that of her Sifter Martha, and the Reafons of it, N.

Liie^we are in this Life nothing more than Paffengw, 
N. 289. Illuftrated by a Story of a travelling P.^
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vife, ibid. The three important Articles of it, N1

Μ.

MALE Jilts, who, N. 288.
Man. Men differ from one another, as much in 

Sentiments as Features, N. 264. Their Corruption in 
general, ibid.

Marriage. Thofe Marriages the moft happy, that are 
preceded by a long Courtfliip, N. 261. Unhappy 
ones, from whence proceeding, N. 268.

Merit, no Judgment to be formed of it from Succefs, N. 
293.

'Milton's Paradife Loß. The Speaator's Criticifm, and 
Obfervations on that Poem, N. 267, 273, 279, 285 
291, 297, 303, 309, 315, 321. His Subject confor­
mable to the Talents of which he was Maller, N. 315, 
His Fable, a Mailer-Piece, ibid.

Moderation a great Virtue, N. 312.
O.

OUtrageouily virtuous, what Women fo called, N. 
266.

P.

P Arents too Mercenary in the Difpofal of their Chil­
dren in Marriage, N. 304. Too fparing in. their 

Encouragement to Mailers for the well Educating of 
their Children, N. 313.

Paffions, theUfe of them, N. 255.
’Pedants in Breeding, as well as Learning, N. 286.
Petticoat Politicians, a Seminary to be eftablifhed in 

France, N. 305.
Pin-Money condemned, N. 295.
Poems. Epic Poem, the chief things to be confidered 

in it, N. 267.
Poets. Bad Poets given to Envy and Detra&ion, N. 253. 

the chief Qualification of a good Poet, N. 314.
Polycarpus, a Man beloved by every body, N. 280.
Power defpotic, an unanfwerable Argument againft it, 

N.287.
Prudence, the Influence it has on our good or ill For 

tune in the World, N. 293.

I N D E X.
R.

N Й The Ad-

of Europe, N. 305· g

Quotation, fubjea to
Seance and Undifcerning of the 

at ,ha-

^lunft1 of* Government the moft removed

*e Inhumanity of it,

N. 3°4- · г Charity Sermon, N. 294.»«m 2 religious, learned, or

4“ «^еМеЙby4them in the Education of 

their Children, N. 3°7- Fellows, and the
Speaator, (the) his Averfl^ t ¿k^wledgments to the 

Reaion of it, N. 261. ^скп ь N.
Public, N. 262. His Ad/iceof the Town, N.

Sexton, and why, N. 289·
N·

r-T'HmiJlicks, his An Jr’ to a Qreftion -elating » 

1 the marrying his Daughter, NI · 3 ююраКа, 
Tn-«, how the Time we live ought to f

N. 316. ‘Title'
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Title-Page {Anthony} his Petition to the SpeSator, N·' 

304.
Trade, the moil likely Means to make a Man’s private 

Fortune, N. 283.
V;

Virgil, wherein fhort of Homer, N. 273.
Virtue, when the Sincerity of it it may reafonably 

be fufpeded, N. 266.

WAfpsand Doves in public, who, N. 300.
Widows, the great Game of Fortune-hunters, 

N. 311.
Woman, a Definition of Woman by one of the Fathers, 

N. 265. the general Depravity of the inferior Part 
of the Sex, N. 274. they wholly govern domeilick 
Life, N. 320.

The End of tie Fourth Volume.


