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MARLBOROUG H.

My Lorp,

%) Fondnefs for what has

2 coft us much Time and

* Attention to produce, I

hope Your Grace will forgive an
Endeavour to preferve this Work
Vou. 1V, A from




DEDICATION.

from ()blivion,1 blzI affixing to it
orable Name.
YOFrﬂ?;Tlmnot here prefume to

mention the illuftrious Paffages of I

Your Life, which are celebrated

been
hole Age, and have :
?getléibgiés of the moft fublime

You |
.ns: but if I could convey Y s
f:)u;(;ﬁerity in your private Cha

ibe the Stature,
&er, and defcri
:lie B,ehaviour and Afpe&t of the

lborough, 1 queftion i
;?ol;kilif 1]tV[ f;ould fill the Reader |

i reeable Images, and |
el agrlrfzie delightful En- |

give him a

be
tertainment than what can

found in the following, or any |

other Book.

i d without |
N E cannot indee
Oﬂ('e)nce, to Yourfelf, obferve', Shf:lt |
You excel the reft of Mankind in

| ateft |
the leaft, as well as the gre i

DEDICATION.

Endowments. Nor were it a Cir-
cumitance to be mentioned, if the
Graces and Attra&ions of Your
Perfon were not the only Pre-
eminence You have above others,
which is left, almoft, unobferved
by greater Writers.

YET how pleaﬁng would it
be to thofe who fhall read the fir-
prifing Revolutions in your Story,
to be made acquainted with your
ordinary Life and Deportment ¢
How pleaﬁng would it be to hear
that . the fame Man, who had
carried Fire and Sword into the
Countries of all that had oppofed
the Caufe of Libert > and ftruck a
Terrour into the Armies of France,
had, in the midft of His high
Station, a Behaviour as gentle as
18 ufual in the firfk Steps towards
Greatnefs? And if it were pofiible
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to exprefs that ealy Grandeur,
which did at once perfuade and
command; it would appear as
clearly to thofe to come, as it does
to his Contemporaries,’ that all the
great Events which were brought
to pafs under the Condu& of fo
well-governed ‘a Spirit, were the
Bleflings of Heaven upon Wifdom
and Valour ; ‘and all 'which feem
adverfe fell out by divine Permif-

fion, which we are ‘not to fearch

into. 1)
Y OU have pa{'s’d that Year of

Life wherein- the moft able and

fortunate Captain, before Your
Time, declared he had lived
enough both to Nature and to
Glory; and Your Grace may make
that  Reflexion with much more
Tuftice. He {poke it after he had
arrived at Empire, by an UfurPa—

tion

DEDICATION.

tion upon thofe whom he had
enflaved; but the Prince of Min-
a’/:eéez'm may rejoice in a Sove-
reignty which was the Gift of Him
whofe Dominions he had preferved.

GLORY eftablithed upon the
uninterrupted Succefs of honoura-
.b]e Defigns and A&ions is not fub-
je¢t to Diminution; nor can an
Attemps prevail againft it, but in
th.e Proportion which the narrow
Circuit of Rumour bears to the
unlimited Extent of Fame.

WUE may congratulate Your
Grace not only upon your high
Atchievements, but likewife upon
the happy Expiration of Your Com-
mand, by which your Glory is put
out of the Power of Fortune: And
when your Perfon thall be fo too
tha? the Author and Difpofer of ali
Things may place You in that

- higher
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higher Manfion of Blifs and Im-

mortality which s prepared for
good Princes, Lawgivers, and He-
roes, when HE in HIS due Time .
removes them from the Envy of

Mankind, is the hearty Prayer of,

My LORD,

Your Grace's

moft obedient,
moft devoted

bumble Servant,

The SPECTATOR.




SPECTATOR

N®252 Wednefday, December 19, 1711,

Erranti, pafimque oculos per cunla ferents,
Virg. Zn. 2, V. §70.

- Exploring ev'ry Place with curious Eyes.

Mr.SPECTATOR,

XE) A M very forry to find by your Difcourfe

(&) upon the Eye, that you have not tho-

% roughly ftudied the Nature and Force

of that Part of a beautecus Face. Had

, you ever been in Love, you would

have faid ten thoufand things, which

it feems did not occur to you: Do bat refleét apon the
Nonfenfe it makes Men talk, the Flames which it is
faid to kindle, the Tran(port it raifes, the Dejetion it
caufes in the braveft Men ; and if yon do believe thofe
things are exprefled to an Extravagance, yet vou will
own, that the Influence of it is very great which moves
¢ Men to that Exiravagance. Certain it is, that the whole
¢ Strength of the Mind is fometimes feated there; that a
“ kind Loek imparts all, that a Year’s Difcourfe could give
* you, in one Moment, What matters it what fhe fays
A g bk 7
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N° 252

to you, fee how fhe looks, is the Language of all who
know what Love is. When the Mind is thus {ummed up
and exprefled in a Glance, did you never obferve a fud-
den Joy arife in the Countenance of a Lover? Did you
never fee the Attendance of Years paid, over-paid in an
Inftant? You a SpecTaToRr, and not know that the
Intelligence of Affeion is carried on by the Eye only
that Good-breeding has made the Tongue falfify the
Heart, and a& aPart of continual Conftraint, while Na-
ture has preferved the Eyes to herfelf, that fhe may not
be difguifed or mifreprefented. The poor Bride can give
her Hand, and fay, 7 s, with a languifhing Air, to the
Man the is obliged by cruel Parents to take for merce-
nary Reafons, but at the {ame time the cannot look
as if the loved; her Eye is full of Sorrow, and Re!uc-
tance fits in a Tear, while the offering of the Sacrifice
is performed in what we call the Marriage Ceremony.
Do you never go to Plays? Cannot you diftinguith be-
tween the Evyes of thofe who go to fee, from thofe who
come to be {een? I am a Woman turned of thirty, and
am on the Obfervation a little; therefore if you or your
Correfpondent had confulted me in your Difcourfe on
the Eye, I could have told you that the Eye of Leonora
is flily watchful while it looks negligent ; fhe looks
round her without the help of the Glafes you ifpea,k of,
and yet feems to be employed on Objects direétly before
her. This Eye is what affects Chance-medley, and on
a fudden, as if it attended to another thing, turns al
its Charms againft an Ogler. The Eye of Lufitaria is
an Inftrument ofpve;,x‘:ditated Mux"der; bl_lt the Deﬁgn
being vifible, deftroys the Execution of it; and with
much more Beauty than that of Leanora,' it is not half
fo mifchievous. There is a brave Soldier’s Daughter
in Town, that by her Eye has been the Death of more
than ever her Father made fly before him. A berm‘mul
Eve inakes Silence eloquent, a kind Eye makes Con-
tradiction an Aflent, an enraged Eye makes Beauty, de-
formed. This little Member gives Life to every other
Part about us, and I believe the Story of Argus imphies
no more than that the Eye is in every Part, that 1s to
fay, every other Part would be mutilated, were not its

Force reprefented more by the Eye than even by itf;lt‘;
¢ Bu
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: But this is Heathen Gresk to thofe who have not con-
i verfed by Glances. This, Sir, is a Language in which.
f Fhere can be no Deceit, nor can a fkilful Obferver be
5 impofed upon by ooks even among Politicians and
f Courtiers.” If you do me the Honour to print this

among your Speculations, I fhall in my next make you
aPrefent of Secret Hiftory, by Tranflating all the Looks
of the next Aflembly of Ladies and Gentlemen into
Words, to adorn fome future Paper. Iam,

SRS
Your: faithful Friend,
Mary Heartfree.

[
[ 3
[

Dear Mr. SPECTATOR,

! I Have aSot of aHusband that lives avery feandalous
Life, and waftes away “his Body and Fertune in
Debaucheries; and is immoveable to all the Arguments
I can urge to him. I would gladly know whather in
fome Cafes a Cudgel may not be allowed as a good
Figure of Speech, and whether it may not be lawfully
¢ ufed by a Female Orator. '
Your bumble Seraart,

: : Barbara Crabtree.
Mr.SrEcTATOR,

THOUGH I am aPra&itioner in the Law of fome
: ftanding, and have heard many eminent Pleaders
in my Time, as well as other eloquent Speakers of both
Umverﬁtxes, yet I agree with you, that Women are bet-
ter qualified to fucceed in Oratory than the Men, and
believe this is to be refolved into nataral Caufes.  You
have mentioned only the Volubility of their. T'ongue ;
but what do you think of the filent Flattery of their
Brletty Faces, and the Perfuafion which even an infipid

ifcourfe carries with it when flowing from beautiful
Lips, to which it would be cruel to deny any thing ?
It is certain tco, that they are poflefled of fome Springs:
of Rhetorick which Men ‘want, fach as Tears, fainting
Fits, and the like, which I have feen employed upoxc;
Occafion with good Succefs.  You muft know I am
a pla}n Man and love my Money ; yetl have a Spoufe
whoiis fo great an Orator in this Way, that fie draws
from me what Sums fhe pleafes. Every Room in my

¢ Houls
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¢ Houfe is furnithed with Trophies of her Eloquence,
¢ rich Cabinets, Piles of China, Japan Screens, and coftly
¢ Jars; and if you were to come into my great Parlour,
¢ you would fancy yourfelf in an /ndia Ware-houfe: Be-
¢ fides this fhe keeps a Squirrel, and I am doubly taxed
to pay for the China he breaks. She is feized with pe-
riodical Fits about the Time of the Subfcriptions to a
new Opera, and is drowned in Tears after having feen
any Woman there in finer Cloaths than herfelf: Thefe
are Arts of Perfuafion purely Feminine, and which a
tender Heart cannot refift. What I would therefore
defire of you, is, to prevail with your Friend who has
promifed to diffe¢t a Female Tongue, that he would at
the fame time give us the Anatomy of a Female Eye,
and explain the Springs and Sluices which feed it with
fuch ready Supplies of Moifture ; and likewife fhew by
what means, it poffible, they may be flopped at a rea-
fonable Expence : Or, indeed, fince there is fomething
fo moving in the very Image of weeping Beauty, 1t
would be worthy his Art to provide, that thefe eloquent
Drops may no more be lavifhed on Trifles, or employed
as Servants to their wayward Wills; but referved for
ferious Occafions in Life, to adorn generous Pity, true
Penitence, or real Sorrow.
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1 am, &c.

Tndignor quicquarm reprebendi, non guia craffe 2
Compofitum, illepideve putetur, fed quia nuper.
: Hor. Ep. 2. L3. v. 754

I Iofe my Patience, and I own it too,
When Warks are cenfur'd, not as Bad, but New. Pork.

»~7<HERE is nothing which more denetes a great
Mind, than the Abhorrence of Envy and De-
tradtion. This Paffion reigns more among bad

Poets, than among any other Set of Men,

AS
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AS there are none more ambitious of Fame, than thofe
who are converfant in Poetry, it is very natural for fuch
as_have not fucceeded in it to depreciate the Works of
thofe.who have. For fince they cannot raife themfelves
to the Reputation of their Fellow-Writers, they muft en-
deavour to fink it to their own Pitch, if they would fill
keep themfelves upon a Level with them.

TH.E greateft Wits that ever were produced in 6ne
Age, lived together in fo good an Underftanding, and
celebrated one another with fo much Generofity, that each
of them receives an additional Luftre from his Contempo-
raries, and'ls more famous for havirg lived with Men of
{o extraordinary a Genius, than if he had himfelf been tha
fole Wonder of the Age. I'need not tell my Reader, that
I here point at the Reign of Augufius, and'l believe he
will be of my Opinion, that neither Pirgi/ nor Horace
would have gained fo great a Reputation in the World
had they not been the Friends and Admirers of each other.
Indeed all the great Writers of that Age, for whom finely
we have fo great an Efteem, ftand up together as Vouchers
for one another’s Reputation.  But at the fame time that
Virgil was celebrated by Gallus, Propertius, Horace, Va-
rius, T u#ccz and Ovid, we know that Bavius and Mevins
were his declared Foes and Calumniators.

IN our own Country a Man feldom fets up for a
.Poe‘t, without attacking the Reputation of all his Brothers
in the Art. The Jgnorance of the Moderns, the Scrib-
blers of the Age, the Decay of Poetry, are the Topicks
of Detra&ion, with which he makes his Entrance into
the World: But how much more noble is the Fame that
Eguil; ;)r}d_(fandofgrsandwlngenuity, according' to_thofe

eautiful Lines of Si in his ) '
s ir Fobn Denbam, in his Poem on

But whither am I flray’d? F need not rasfe
Trophies to thee from other Mens Difpraife :

Nor is thy Fame on leffer Ruins built,

Nor needs thy jufler Litle the foul Guilt

OF Eaflern Kings, awho, to _/éc.;re their Reign,
Muft have their Brothers, Sons, and Kindred flain.

T'am forry to find that an Author, who is very juftly
clteemed among the beft Judges, has admitted fome
‘ Strokes
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Strokes of this Nature into 2 very fine Poemr; I mean

The Art of Criticifim, which was publifh’d fome Months. :
fince, and is a Mafter-piece in itskind. TheObfervations. |

follow one another like thofe in Horace’s Art of Poetry,
without that methodical Regularity which would have
been requifite in a Profe Author. They are fome of them
uncommon, but fuch as the Reader muft affent to, whe‘m
he fees them explained with that Elegance and Perfpi-
cuity in which they are delivered. As for thofe which
are the moft known, and the moft recieved, they are
placed in fo beautiful a Light, and illuftrated with fuch
apt Allufions, that they have in them all the Graces of
Novelty, and make the Reader, who was before ac-
quainted with them, fill more convinced of their Truth
and Solidity. And here give me leave to mention what
Monfieur Boileax has fo very well enlarged upon in the
Preface to his Works, that Wit and fine Writing do not
confift fo much in advancing Things that are new, as in
giving Things that are known an agreeable Turn. It
% impoffible for us, who live in the latter Ages of the
World, to make Obfervations in Criticifm, Morality, or
in any Art or Science, which have not been touched
uron by others. We have little ¢lfe left us, but to re-
prefent the common Senfe of Mankind in more ftrong,
more beautiful, or more uncommon Lights, If a Reader
examines Horace’s Art of Poetry, he will find but very few
Precepts in it, which he may not meet with in Arifiotle,
and which were not commonly known by all the Poets
of the Augufian Age. His Way of exprefiing and apply-
ing them, not his Invention of them, is what we are
chiefly to admire.

FOR this ReafonT think there is nothing in the World
fo tirefome as the Works of thofe Criticks who write in
a pofitive Dogmatick Way, without either I:anguage,
Genius, or Imagination. If the Reader would {ee how
the beft of the Latir Criticks writ, he may find their
Manner very beautifully defcribed in the Charadters of
Horace, Petronius, Quintilian, and Longinus, as they are
drawn in the Efiay of which I am now fpezking.

SINCE I have mentioned Loaginus, who in his Re-
flexions has given us the {fame kind of Sublime, which
he obferves in the {everal paffages that occafioned them;

N° 253 ke SPRCTATOR. 15

I cannot but take notice, that our Exg/s Author has
after the fame manner exemplified feveral of his Precepts
in the very Precepts themfelves. I fhall produce two or
three Inftances of this Kind. = Speaking of the infipid
Smoothnefs which fome Readers are fo much in Love
with, he has the following Verfes.

Thefe Equal Syllables alone require,

Tho’ oft the Ear the open Vowels tire,
#'hile Expletives their feeble did do joir,
And ten low Words oft creep in one dull Line.

THE gaping of the Vowels in the fecond Line, the
Expletive 4o in the third, . and the ten Monofyllables in
the fourth, give fuch 2 Beauty to this Paflage, as would
have bgen very much admired in an Ancient Poet. The
Reader may obferve the following Lines in the fame View.

4 needlefs Alexandrine exds ¢he Song,
That like @ wounded Snate drags its flow Length along.

And afterwards,

- "Tis not enough no Harfbnefs gives Offence,
The Sound muft feem an Echo to the Senfe.
Soft is the Strain when Zephyr gently blows,
And the fmooth Stream iz {fmoother Numbers fozvs 5
But avhen loud Surges lafb the founding Shore,
The hoarfe rough Verfe fbou’d like the Torrent rore.
When Ajax firives fome Rocks vaft Weight to throw,
The Line too labours, and the Words move flow ;
Not fo, avhen fwift Camilla feours the Plain,
Flies o'er th'unbending Corn, and fkims along the Main.

THE beaatiful Diftich upon 4jax in the foregoing
Lines, puts me in mind of 2 Defcription in Homer’s Odyi-
fey, which none of the Criticks have taken notice of. It
is where Sijyphus is reprefented lifting his Stone up the
Hill, which is no fooner carried to the Top of it, but it
immediately tumbies to the Bottom. ~This double Mo-
tion of the Stone is.admirably defcribed in the Numbers
of thefe Verfes; Asin the four firft it is heaved up by fe-
veral Spondees intermixed with proper Breathing places,
and at laft trundles down in a coatinual Line of Dac?yls.

Kad
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Rad ul} Stovoor ég&idor, xeatip daye’ Exola,
Azav Bacdlof]a wsnaeror LpupoTépnair.
*Hro 6 e onneralt G- YEpTly TE TOTIV Te,
Adzy dve 80:0xe ozl Absoy, EAN dTe miAAoL
TAnegy UmepCartey, 767 Smepélasne KeaTasie,
AU treTa medode wualvdero Adas diard'se
) Odyfl. L 11,

T turn’d my Eye, and as I turn'd {urvey’'d
A mournful Vifion! the Szjphian Shade: .
With many a weary Step, and many a Grere,
Up the high Hill he heaves a huge round Stone :
T'he huge round Stone. refulting with a Bound,
Thunders  impetuous. down, and {mokes along the

Ground. PoreE.

I'T would be endlefs to quote Verfes out of #7r¢i/ which
have this particular Kind of Beauty in the Numbers; but
I may take an Occafion in a future Paper to fhew feveral
of them which have efcaped the Obfervation of others.

I cannot conclude this Paper without taking notice that
we have three Peems in our Tongue, which are of the
fame Nature, and each of them aMafter-piece in its Kind ;
the Effay on tranflated Verfe, the Effay on the Art of
Poetry, and the Effay upon Critici{m. C

<A NS PR
N 254 Friday, December21.

Seprds bpos dpetiiss 6 3 rumeil G ax G- ipinna.

On Lowe of Virtue Reverence attends,
But Senfisal Pleafure in owr Ruin ends.

HEN T confider the falfe Tmpreflions which are
reccived by the Generality of the World, I am
troubled at none more than a certain Levity of

Thought, which many young Women of Quality have
entertained, to the Hazard of their.Chara&ers, and the
certain Misfortune of their Lives. The firft of the fol-
lowing Letters may belt reprefent the Faults I would

now
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now point at, and the Anfwer to it the Temper of Mind
in a contrary Charaéter.

My dear Harriot, ;
Y F thou art the, but oh how fallen, how changed,
what an Apoftate ! how. loft to all that’s gay and
agreeable ! To bemarried I find is to be buried alive; I
can’t conceive it more difmal to be fhut up ina Vault
to converfe with the Shades of my Anceftors, than to
be carried down to an old Manor-Houfe in the Country,
and confired to the Converfation of a fober Husband
and an aukward Chamber-maid. For Variety I fuppofe
you may entertain yourfelf with Madam in her Gro-
gram Gown, the Spoufe of your Parith Vicar, who has
by this time I am {ure well furnithed you with Receipts
for making Salves and Poflets, diftilling Cordial Wa-
ters, making Syrups, and applying Poultices.
¢« BLEST Solitude! I with thee Joy, my Dear, of
thy loved Retirement, which indeed you would per-
fuade me is very agreeable, and different enough from
what I have here defcribed : But, Child, I am afraid thy
Brains are a little difordered with Romances and No-
vels: After fix Months Marriage to hear thee talk of
Love, and paint the Country Scenes fo {oftly, is a little
extravagant ; one would think you lived the Lives of
Sylvan Deities, or roved among the Walks of Paradi/e,
like the firfthappy Pair. But prlythee leave thefe W him-
fies, and come to Town in order tolive and talk like
other Mortals. However, as I am extremely interefted
in your Reputation, I would willingly give you a little
good Advice at your firlt- Appearance under the Cha-
ralter of amarried Woman: "Tis a little Infolencein me
perhaps,to advife a Matron ; but I am fo afraid you’ll
malke fo filly a Figure as a fond Wife, that I cannot help
warning you not to appear in any publick Places with
your Hufband, and never to fanter about St. Fames's
Park together : If you prefume to enter the Ring at Hide-
Park together, you are ruined ior ever; nor muft you
take the leaft notice of one another at the Play-houfe or
Opera, unlefs you would be laughed at for a very loving
Couple mott happily paired in the Yoke of Wedlock. 1

¢ would recommend, the Example of an Acquaintancg.ef
I

44292
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ours to your Imitation ; fhe is the moft negligent and
fafhionable Wife in the World; the is hardly ever feen in
the fame Place with her Husband, and if theyhappen to
meet, you would think them perfc& Strangers: She ne-
ver was heard to name him in his Abfence, and takes
care he fhall never be the Subje of any Difcourfe that
fhe has a Share in. [ hope you’ll propofe this Lady asa
Pattern, tho’ I am very much afraid you'll be fo filly to
think Portia, &c. Sabine and Roman Wives much brigh-
ter Examples. I with it may never come into your Head
to imitate thofe antiquated Creatures {o far, as to come
into Publick in the Habit as well as Air of 2 Roman Ma-
tron. You make already the Entertainment at Mrs. M-
difp’s Tea-Table ; fhe fays, the always thought you a
difcreet Perfon, and qualified to manage a Family with
admirable Pradence : fhe dies to fee what demure and
ferious Airs Wedlock has given you, but fhe fays fhe
fhall never forgive your Choice of fo galant a Man as
Bellamour to transform him to a mere fober Hufband ;
‘twas unpardonable : You fee, my Dear, we all envy
your Happinefs, and no Perfon more than

Your buntble Servant,
Lydia.

E not in pain, good Madam, for my Appearance

in Town ; I fhall frequent no publick Places, or
make any Vifits where the Charaer of a modeft Wife
is ridiculous. As for your wild Rallery on Matrimony,
‘tis all Hypocrify ; you, and all the handfom young
Women of your Acquaintance, fhew yourfelves to no
other Purpofe than to gain a Conqueft over fome Man
of Worth, in order to beftow your Charms and For-
tune on him. There’s no Indecency in the Confeflion,
the Defign is modeft and honourable, and all your
Affe@ation can't difguife it.
¢ I am married, and have no other Concern but to pleafe
the Man I Love; he’s the End of every care I have ; if
I drefs ’tis for him ; if I read aPoem or a Play, ’tis to
qualify myfelf for a Converfation agreeable to his Tafte :
He’s almoft the end of my Devotions ; half my Prayers
are for his Happinefs---.I love to talk of him, and ne-
ver hear him named but with Pleafure and Emotion. I
. Vg
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am your Friend,and with you Happinefs, but am forry
* to fce by the Air of your Letter that there are a Set of
* Women who are got into the Common-Place Rallery
¢ of every Thing that is {ober, decent, and proper : Ma-
¢ trimony and the Clergy are the Topicks of People of
¢ little Wit and no Underftanding. 1'own to you, I have
¢ learned of the Vicar’s Wife all you tax mewith: She isa
difcreet, ingenious, pleafant, pious Woman ; I wifth fhe
had the handling of you and Mrs. Modi/b; you would
find, if you were too free with her, the would foon
make you as charming as ever you were, fhe would
make you blufth as much as if you never had been fine
Ladies. The Vicar, Madam, is fo kind as to vifit my
Husband, and his agreeable Converfation has brought
him to enjoy many fober happy Hours when even I am
fhut out, and my dear Mafter is entertained only with
his own Thoughts. Thefe Things, dear Madam, will
be lafting Satisfactions, when the fine Ladies, and the
Coxcombs by whom they form themfelves, are irrepas
rably ridiculous, ridiculous in old Age. Tam,

Madan, yeur saofl bumbile Servant,

€
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Mary Home,
Dear Mr. SrecTaTOR,

OU have no Goodnefs in the World, and are not

in earneft in any thing you fay that is ferious, if
youdo not fend me a plain Anfwer to this: I happened
{fome Days paft to be at the Play, where during the
Time of Performance, I could not keep my Eyes off
from a beautiful young Creature who fat juft before me,
and who I have been fince informed has no Fortune.
It would utterly ruin my Reputation for Difcretion te
marry fuch a one, and by what I can learn fhe has 2
Charadter of great Modefty, fo that there is nothing to
be thought on any other Way. My Mind has ever fince
been {o wholly bent on her, that T am much in danger
of doing fomething very extravagant without your
{peedy Advice to,

S I R, Your moft bumble Servant.

ALA A AN an A e A e R

T am forry I cannot anfwer this impatient Gentleman,

but by another Queftion.
3 Dear




20 The SPECTATOR., N°255
Dear Correfpondent,

§ O ULD you marry to pleafe other People, or
g ‘/ g’ yourfelf ? A

),

N°z55

Laudis amore tumes? funt certa piacula, que te
Ter pure lecto poterunt recreare libello. )
Hor. Ep. 1. Lo1.v. 36.

[ImiTaTED.]

Know, there are Rbymes, which (fre/b ‘am{  frefb apply’d)
Wil cure the arrant’ft Puppy of bis Pride. Porr.

HE Soul, confidered abftraétedly from its Paffions,
is of a remifs and fedentary Nature, flow in its Re-
folves, and languithing in its Executions. T'he Ufe

therefore of the Paffions is to ftir it up, and to put it upon
A&ion, to awaken the Underftanding, to enforce the Will,
and to make the whole Man more vigorous and attentive
in the Profecution of his Defigns. ~As this is the End of
the Paffions in general, {o it is particularly of Ambition,
which pufhes the Soul to fuch Actions as are apt to procure
Honour and Reputation to the A&tor. But 1if we carry
our Reflexions higher, we may difcover farthe_r Ends of
Providence in implanting this Pafion in Mankind.

IT was necefiary for the World, that Arts fhould be
invented ard improved, Books written and tran{mitted to
Pofterity, Nations conquered and civilized : Now fince
the proper and genuine Motives to thefe and the like
great Afions, would only influence virtuous Mirds ;
there would be but {mall Improvements 1in the World,
were there no: fome common Prineiple of Action work-
ing equally with all Men. And fuch a Frinciple is Ambi-
tion or a Defire of Fame, by which great Lndo_wments
are not fuffered to lie idle and ufelefs to the Publick, and
many vicious Men, over-reached, as it were, and anaged
contrary to, their natural Inclinations in a glorious and
laudable Courfe of A&tion. For we may farther obferl\:::;

t
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that Men of the greateft Abilities are moft fired with Am-
bition: And that on the contrary, mean and narrow
Minds are the leaft atuated by it; whether it be that a
Man’s Senfe of his own Incapacities makes him defpair
of coming at Fame, or that he has not enough range
of Thought to look out for any Good which does not
more immediately relate to his Intereft or Converience,
or that Providence, in the very Frame of his Soul, would
not fubje® him to fuch a Paffion as would be ufel:fs to
the World, and a Torment to himfelf.

WERE not this Defire of Fame very firong, the
Difficulty of obtaining it, and the Danger of lofing it
when obtained, would be {ufficient to deter a Man from
{o vain a Purfuit.

HOW few are there who are furnihed with Abilities
{ufficient to recommend their A&ions to the Admiration
of the World, and to diftinguifh themf(elves from the reft
of Mankind? Providence for the moft part fets us upon a
Level, and obferves akind ef Proportion in its Difpenfa-
tions towards us. If it renders us perfet in one Accom-
plithment, it generzlly leaves us defetive in another, and
feems careful rather of preferving every Perfon from
being mean and deficient in his Qualifications, than of
making any fingle one eminent or extraordinary.

AND among thofe who are the moft richly endowed
by Nature, and accomplifhed by their own Induftry, how
few are there whofe: Virtues are not obfcured by the Ig-
norance, Prejudice or Envy of their Bcholders ¢ Some
Men cannot difcern between a noble and a mean A&ion.
Others are apt to attribute them to fome falfe End or
Intention; and others purpofely mifreprefent or put a
wrong Interpretation on them.

BUT the more to enforce this Confideration, we
may obferve that thofe are generally moft unfaccefsful in
their Purfuit.afeer Fame, who are moft defirous of ob-
taining it. It is Sa/y’s Remark upon Cato, that the
lefs he coveted Glory the more he acquired it.

MEN take an ill-natur’d Pleafvre in crofling our Incli-
nations, and difappointing us in what our Heaits are moft
fet upon. When therefore they have difcovered the paf-
fionate Defire of Fame in the Ambitious Man (as no Tem-
per of Mind is more apt to fhew itfelf) they become

fparing
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fparing and referved in their Commendations, they envy
him the Satisfaction of an Applaufe, and look on their
Praifes rather as a Kindnefs done to his Perfon, than as
a Tribute paid to his Merit. Others who are free from
this natural Perverfenefs of Temper grow wary in their
Praifes of one, who fets too great a Value on them, left
they fhould raife him too high in his own Imagination,
and by confequence remove him to a greater Diftance
from themfelves.

BUT farther, this Defire of Fame naturally betrays
the ambitious Man into fuch Indecencies as are a leflen-
ing to his Reputation. He is ftill afraid left any of his
Acttions fhould be thrown away in private, left his De-
ferts thould be concealed from the Notice of the World,
or receive any Difadvantage from the Reports which
others make of them. This often fets him on émpty Boafts
and Oftentations of himfelf, and betrays him into vain
fantaftical Recitals of his own Performances: His Dif-
courfe generally leans one Way, and, whatever is the
Subje& of it, tends obliquely cither to the detratting
from others, or to the extolling of himfelf. Vanity is the
natural Weakne{s of an ambitious Man, which expofes
him to the fecret Scorn and Derifion of thofe he con-
verfes with, and ruins the Charaéer he is {o induftrious
to advance by it. For tho’ his Aétions are never fo glo-
rious, they lofe their Luftre when they are drawn at
large, and fet to fiow by his own Hand ; and as the
World is more apt to find fault than to commend, the
Boaft will probably be cenfured when the great Action
that occafioned it is forgotten.

BESIDES, this very Defire of Fame is looked on as
a Meannefs and Imperfetion in the greateft Charaler.
A {olid and fubftantial Greatnefs of Soul looks down with
a generous Neglect on the Cenfures and Applaufes of the -
Maultitude, and places 2 Man beyond the little Noife and
Strife of Tongues. Accordingly we find in ourfelves a
fecret Awe and Veneration for the Character of one who
moves above us in a regular and illuftrious Courfe of Vir-
tue, without any regard to our good or ill Opinions of
him, to our Reproaches or Commendations. As on the
contrary it is ufual for us, when we would take off from
the Fams and Reputation of an Aion, ta afcribe\’;t to

ain-
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Vain-Glory, and a Defire of Fame in the AQor. Nor is
this common Judgment and Opinion of Mankind ill-
founded : for certainly it denotes no great Bravery of Mind
tobeworked up to any noble Aétion by fo felfitha Motive,
and todo that out of a Defire of Fame, which we could not
be prompted to by a difinterefted Love to Mankind, or
by a generous Paflion for the Glory of him that made us.

THUS is Fame a thing difficalt to be obtained by
all, but particalarly by thofe who thirft after it, fince
moft Men have fo much either of Ill-nature, or of Wari-
nefs, as not to gratify or footh the Vanity of the Am-
bitious Man, and fince this very Thirft after Fame na-
turally betrays him into fuch Indecencies as are a leflen-
ing to his Reputation, and is itfelf looked upon as a
Weaknefs in the greateft CharaQers.

IN the next place, Fame is eafily loft, and as difficult
to be preferved as it was at firft to be acquired. But this
1 fhall make the Subjeét of a following Paper.

RO RGNS

N 246 Monday, December 24.

Siuw yde Te nard wiacTar xéou (3 ddpar
Peix pdny doyanin I pipey Hef,
Defire of Fame by various Ways is crofl,

Hard to be gain’d, and eafy to be lofi.

HERE are many Paflions and Tempers of Mind
which naturally difpofe us to deprefs and vilify the

Merit of one rifing in the Efteem of Mankind. All

thofe who made their Entrance into the World with the
fame Advantages, and were once locked on as his Equals,
are apt to think the Fame of his Merits a Reflexion on

‘their own Indeferts; and will therefore take care to re-

proach him with the Scandal of fome paft Action, or de-

. rogate from the Worth of the prefent, that they may fill

keep him on the fame Level with themfelves. The like

Kind of Confideration often ftirs up the Envy of fuch as
were
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were once his Superiors, who think it a Detradtion from
their Merit to fee another get ground upon them and
overtake them in the Purfuits of Glory ; and will there-
fore endeavour to fink his Reputation, that they may the
better preferve their own. Thofe who were once his
Equals envy and defame him, becaufe they now fee him
their Superior ; and thofe who were once his Superiors,
becaufe they look upon him as their Equal.

BUT farther, aMan whofe extraordinary Reputation
thus lifts him up to the Notice and Obfervation of Man-
Jind draws a Multitude of Eyes upon him that will nar-
rowly infpe& every Part of him, ~confider him nicely in
all Views, and not be a little pleafed when they have
taken him in the worft and moft difadvantageous Light.
There are many who find 2 Pleafure in contradiéting the
common Reports of Fame, and in {preading abroad the
Weaknefles of an exalted Character. They publifh their
311-natur’d Difcoveries with a fecret Pride, and applaud
themfelves for the Singularity of their Judgment which
has fearched deeper than others, detected what the reft
of the World have overlooked, and found a Flaw in what
the Generality of Mankind admires. Others there are
who proclaim the Errors and Infirmities of a great Man
with an inward Satisfaction and Complacency, if they
difcover none of the like Errors and Infirmities in them-
felves ; for while they areexpofing another’s Weaknefles,
they are tacitly aiming at theirown Commendations, who
are not fubje& to the like Infirmities, and are apt to be
tran{ported with a fecret kind of Vanity to {ee them-
felves fuperior in fome refpeéts to one of a fublime and
celebrated Reputation. Nay, it very often happens, that
none are more induftrious in publithing the Biemithes of
an extraordinary Reputation, than fuch as lie open to the
fame Cenfures in théir own Charactters, as either hoping
to excufe their own Defets by the Authority of fo high

an Bxample, or raifing an imaginary Applaufe to them-
felves for refembling a Perfon of an exalted Reputation,
though in the blameable Parts of his Chara&er. I all
thefc fccrer Springs of Detraction fail, yet very often a
vain Oftentation of Wit fets a Man on attacking an efta-
blifned Name, and facrificing it to the Mirth and Laugh-

ter of thofe about him. A Satire ara Libel on one of the
common

*« AFTER all it muft be confefs’

Nature cafisa§
¢ cafisa Shadeon all theother Beautics = o
.
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(X;;T:;atsi?mp’ never meets with ‘that Reception and
ginbie Who?e zi\r/?;riltgl;ltzcl:ez]@ers, as what is aimed at a
erfon laces him upon an Emin
%}:Zisjchgzlt:}.lmore con.iplcqous Figure among M:xr:.ce\’?V?'xne%
g ke tat.xg‘e think it fhews greater Art to expofe
v a%ri)'lcé“tlle a Man whofe Chara@er feems i“o
imp{icli): kindu Jf?R for it, or thatwe are pleafed by fome
e h'OR evenge to fe; him taken down and
peplgis R;snkep:t}?;lc})gda?dfm for.nre meafure reduced
. ) ; i
us Jl:‘]'hﬂ%}: SReparts and Opini:nsaorff:/lf:rclik}ilrllgl{elf s
R a;x;etfe% how many dark and intricate Mo-
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o A(Ii]'?p'e ion. For we may generally obfar
miration of a famox hosa
e ety a famous Man leflens upon
e Deiqeaxp.ance with him; and that we feldom
it crf,pftxon of a celebrated Perfon,” without
m}ties: %‘fe(l){ (;me nctorious Weaknefles and Imc::
ot pglid o ‘ea on may be, becaufe any little Slio‘is
» anothef’ oas.an.d obfervable’ in his Condu&'than
ok u1211_a&s, as 1{) 1s not of a piece with the reft of
o harg ti_r[; or gcau{a it_1s1mpofiible for a Man at
e L'cf to be ‘attentive to the more importan:
g xg; and to keep a watchful Eye ‘over ;Ii
e Ipoeps er.a le Circumitances of his Behaviour and
ek 9113 s or bccaufe,_ as we have before obferv:d,
S T emper of  Mind which inclinas us t
of Iame, naturally betrays us into fuch Slips zn?l
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the whole Chara&ter. How difficult therefore is it to
preferve a great Name, when he that has acquired it
is {o obnoxious to fuch little Weakneffes and Infirmities
as are no fmall Diminution to it when difcovered, efpe-
cially when they are fo induftrioufly proclaimed, and
aggravated by fuch as were once his Superiors or Equals ;
by fuch as would fet to fhow their Judgment or their
Wit, and by fuch as are guilty or innocent of the fame
$lips or Mifcondu@s in their own Behaviour ?

BUT were there none of thefe Difpofitions in others
to cenfure a famous Man, nor any fuch Mifcarriages in
himfelf, yet would he meet with no fmall Trouble in
keeping up his Reputation in all its Height and Splendor.
There muft be always a noble Train et Aéions to pre-
ferve his Fame in Life and Motion. For when it is once
at a Stand, it naturally flags and languifhes. Admiration
is a very fhort-liv’d Paffion, that immediately decays up-
on growing familiar with its Obje&, unlefs it be #ill fed
with frefh Difcoveries, and kept alive by a new perpe-
tual Succeflion of Miracles rifing up to its View. And
even the greateft Aiions of a celebrated Perfon labour
under this Difadvantage, that however furprifing and ex-
traordinary they may be, they are no more than what
are expefted from him; but on the contrary, if they
fall any thing below the Opinion that is conceived of
him, tho’ they might raife the Reputation of another,
they are a Diminution to 4is.

ONE would think there fhould be fomething won-
derfully pleafing in the Pofleflion of Fame, that, not-
withftanding ‘all' thefe mortifying Confiderations, can
engage a Man in fo defperate a Purfuit; and yet if we
confider the little Happinefs that attends a great Cha-
racer, and the Multitude of Difquietudes to which the
Defire of it fubjets an ambitious Mind, one would be
ftill the more furprifed to fee fo many reftlefs Candidates
for Glory.

AMBITION raifes a fecret Tumult in the Soul, it
inflames the Mind, and puts it into a violent Hurry of
‘Thought : It is ftill reaching after an empty imaginary
Good, that has not in it the Power to abate or fatisfy it.
Moft other Things we long for can allay the Cravings of

their proper Senfe, and for a while fet the Appetite at:

Reft :
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Reft: But Fame is a Good fo wholly foreign to our

| Natures, that we have no Faculty in the Soul adapted

to it, nor any Organ in the Body to relifh it; an Obje&

| of Defire placed out of the Pofiibility of Fruition. It

may indeed fill the Mind for a while with a oiddy ki d
of Pleafure, but it is fuch a Pleafure as maﬁes ;'h/}gn

I reftlefs and uneafy under it; and which does n
| ref ] ot fomuch
| fatisfy the prefent Thirft, as itexcites frefh Defires, and

lets the Soul on new Enterprifes. For how few ambi-

i tious M{:n are there, who have got as much Fame as
| they defired, and whofe Thirft after it has not been as
| eager in the very Height of their Reputation, as it was

betore they became known and eminent among Men ?
There is not any Circumftance in Czfar’s Charater

| which gives me a greater Id i i
| ik & g ca of him, thana Saying

| Converfation, That e avas Jatisfed avith bis Share of Li
_ r 3 g § i
\ and Fame, Se fatis vel ad Naturam, vel ad G St

7o tells us he frequently made ufe of in private

an . Joria e
Many indeed have given over their Purfuits aftzzr ‘%z:;}{/;.
but that has proceeded either from the Difappointment;
they have met in i, or from their Experience of the
little Pleafure which attends it, or from the better In- -
f_ggmatqurﬁ or .n?tural Coldnefs of old Age; but feldom
m a full Sa i i i i
b 'otf{Si :&mn and Acquiefcence in their prefent
_ NOR is Fame only unfatisfying in itfelf, but the De-
fire ,f’f itlays us open to many accidental Troubles whic!;
t_}_mu:: are free from who have no fuch a tender Regard
for it. How often is the ambitious Man caft down and
(.h!fapp_omted, if he receives no Praife where he expeéted
it? Nay hovy often is he mortified with the very I}’)ra'f?
he receives, if they do not rife fo high as he thinks t};:s
ought, which they feldom do.unlefs increafed by Flatter 4
fince few Men have {0 good an Opinion of us as we h i
of_ourfelves ? But if the ambitious Man can be fo aV}?
grieved even with Praife itfelf, how will he be alI)rlmc
bear up under Scandal and Defamation ?  For the fc 2
T_emper of Mind which makes him defire Fame malr(ne
him hate Reproach. If he can be tranfported ’wit];l }fs
cxtraordm_ary_ Praifes of Men, he will be as much d -E i
ted by their Cenfures. How little therefore is the I?I_"C-
Pinefs of an ambitious Man, who gives every one 2 ]%12'
B2 2

mminion
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sinion over it, who thus fubje@s himfelf to the good or
ill Speeches of others, and puts it in the Power of every
malicicus Tongue to throw him into a Fit of Melancho-
ly, and deftroy his natural Reft and Repofe of Mind ?
Efpecially when we confider that the World is more apt
to cenfure than applaud, and himfelf fuller of Imperfec-
tions than Virtues.

W E may further obferve, that fuch a Man will be
snore grieved for the Lofs of Fame, than he could have
been pleafed with the Enjoyment of it.  For tho' the
Prefence of this imaginary Good cannot make us happy,
the Abfence of it may make us miferable: Becaufe in the
Enjoyment of an Objeét we only find that Share of Plea-
fure which it is capable of giving us, but in the Lofs of
it we do not proportion our Grief to the real Value it
bears, but to the Value our Fancies and Imaginations fet
upon it. :

SO inconfiderable is the Satisfaction that Fame brings
along with it, and fo great the Difquietudes, to which it
makes us liable. The Defire of it ftirs up very unealy
Moations in the Mind, and is rather inflamed than fatis-
ficd by the Prefence of the Thing defired. The Enjoy-
ment of it brings but very little Pleafure, tho’ the Lofs
or Want of it be very fenfible and affliting ; and even
this little Happinefs is fo very precarious, that it wholly
depends on the Will of others. We are not only tortured
by the Reproaches which are offered us, butare difap-
pointed by the Silence of Men when it is unexpected ;
and humbled even by their Praifes. LG

Tuefiay,*
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,--.____.”Oyy" el et Ardg
Opdarpts efyvs d° €5t 2 qapty wove. -
Incert. ex Stob.

No Slumber feals the Eye of Providence,

- . 7
P, efent to ev’ry Action we commence.

THAT I might not lofe myfelf upon a Subject of
fo great Extent as that of Fame, I have treated it
in a particular Order and Method. I have firft of
all confidered the Reafons why Providence may have
implanted in our Mind fuch a Principle of A&tion. I'have
in the next‘Place thewn from many Confiderations, firft,
that Fame is a thing difficult to be obtained, and eafily
loft ; Secondly, that it brings the ambitious Man very
little Happinefs, but fubjeéts him to much Uneafinefs
fmd.anfatlsfa&ion. Lfhall in the laft Place thew, that
it hinders us from obtaining an End which we have Abi-
lities to acquire, and which is accompanied with Fulnefs
of Sapsfaé‘uor}. I need not tell my Reader, that I mean
by this End that Happinefs which is referved for us in
another };Vogd,h whlilctl)l every one has, Abilities to pro-
cure, and which will bring along with it Fuln Joy

and Pleafures for evermor%, S R

HOW the Purfuit after Fame may hinder us in the
Attainment of this great End, I fhall leave the Reader
to collet from the threc following Confiderations.

FIRST, Becaufe the firong Defire of Fame breeds
{everal vicious Habits in the Mind.

SECONDLY, Becaufe many of thofe A&ions, which
are apt to procure Fame, are not in their Natare condu-
cive to this our ultimate Happinefs.

ff]]RD LY, Becaufe if we fhould allow the fame
Ag&ions to be tlie proper Inftruments, both of acquiring
Fame, and of procuring this Happinefs, they. would ne-
verthelefs fail in the Actainment of this laft End, if the
proceeded from a Defire of the firft, ! g

B3 THESE
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THESE three Propofitions are felf-evident to thofe
who are verfed in Speculations of Morality. For which
Reafon I fhall not enlarge upon them, but proceed to 2
Point of the fame Nature, which may open to us a more
uncommen Field of Speculation.

FROM what has already been obferved, I think we
may have a natural Conclufion, that it is the greateft
Folly to feek the Praife or Approbation of any Being, be-
fides the Supreme, and that for thefe two Reafons; “Be-
caufe no other Being can make a right Judgment of us,
and efteem us according to our Merits ; and becaufe we
can procure no confiderable Benefit or Advantage from
the Efteem and Approbation of any other Being.

IN the firft Place, No other Being can make a right
Judgment of us, and efteem us according to our Merits.
Created Beings fee nothing but our Outfide, and can
therefore only frame a Judgment of us from our exterior
Agtions and Behaviour ; but how unfit thefe are to give
us a right Notion of each other’s Perfections, may ap-
pear from feveral Confiderations. There are many Vir-
tues, which in their own Nature are incapable of any
outward Reprefentation : Many filent Perfections in the
Soul of a good Man, which are great Ornaments to hu-

man Nature, but not able to difcover themfelves to the
Knowledge of others; they are tranfadled in private,
without Noife or Show, and are only vifible to the great
Searcher of Hearts. What Ations can exprefs the intire
Purity of Thought which refines and fanétifies a virtuous
Man ? That fecret Reft and Contentedrnefs of Mind, which
gives him a Perfe& Enjoyment of his prefent Condition 2
‘That inward Pleafure and Complacency, which he feels
in doing Good ? That Delight and Satisfaction which he
takes in the Profperity and Happinefs of another ? Thefe
and the like Virtues are the hidden Beauties of a Soul,
the fecret Graces which cannot be difcovered by a mor-
tal Eye, but make the Soul lovely and precious in his
Sight, from whom no Secrets are concealed. Again, there
are many Virtues which want anOpportunity of exerting
and (hewing themfelves -in Actions. Every Virtue re-

quires Time and Place, a proper Object and a fit Con-
jun&ure of Circumftances, for the due Exercife of it. A
State of Poverty obfcures all the Virtues of Liberaliﬁ and

Muni-

N°257  The SPECTATOR. 31
Munificence. The Patience and Fortitude of a Martyr or
Confeflor lie concealed in the flourithing Times of Chri-
fianity. Some Virtues are only feen in Affli¢tion, and
fome in Profperity ; fome in a private, and others in a pub-
lick Capacity. But the great Sovereign of the World be-
holds every Perfeion in its Obfcurity, and not only fees
what we do, but what we would do. He views our Be-
haviour in every Concurrence of Affairs, and fees us en--
gaged in all the Poffibilities of A&ion. He difcovers the
Martyr and Confeflor without the Trial of Flames and
Tortures, and will hereafter intitle many to the Reward
of A&ions, which they had never the Opportunity of
performing. Another Reafon why Men cannot form a
right Judgment of us is, becaufe the fame Ations may
be aimed at different Ends, and arife from quite contrary
Principles. Ag&ions are of fo mixt a Nature, and fo full
of Circumftances, that as Men pry into them more or
Yefs, or obferve fome Parts more than others, they take
different Hints, and put contrary Interpretations on them ;
{o that the fame Aétions may reprefent a Man as hypo-
critical and defigning to one, which makes him appear
a Saint or Hero to another. He therefore who looks up-
on the Soul through its outward A&ions, often fees it
through a deceitful Medium, which is apt to difcolour
and pervert the Obje& : So that on this Account alfo,
be is the only proper Judge of our Perfeftions, who does
not guefs at the Sincerity of our Intentions from the
Goodnefs of our Aé&ions, but weighs the Goodnefs of
our A&ions by the Sincerity of our Intentions.

BUT further; it is impoffible for outward A&ions
to reprefent the Perfeions of the Soul, becaufe they can
never fhew the Strength of thofe Principles from whence
they proceed. They are not adequate Expreffions of our
Virtues, and can only thew us what Habits are in the
Soul, without difcovering the Degree and Perfe&ion of
fuch Habits. They are at beft but weak Refemblances of
our Intentions, faint and imperfe&t Copies that may ac-
quaint us with the general Defign, but can never exprefs
the Beauty and Life of the Original. But the great Judge
of all the Earth knows every different State and Degree
of human Improvement, from thofe weak Stirrings and
"Tendencies of the Will which have not yet formed them-

B4 felves




22 The SPECTATOR., N° 257

felves into regular Purpofes and Defigns, to the laft in-
tire Finithing and Confummation of 2 good Habit. He
beholds the firlt imperfeét Rudiments of a Virtue in the
Soul, and keeps a watchful Eye over it in all its Progrefs,
till it has received every Grace it is capable of, and ap-
Ppears in its full Beauty and Perfe@tion. Thus we fee that
none but the fupreme Being can efteem us according to
cur proper Merits, fince all others muft judge of us from
ovr outward Actions, which can never give them a jutt
Eftimate of us, fince there are many Perfcétions of a
Man which are not capable of appearing in Altions ;
many which, allowing no natural Incapacity of thewing
‘themfelves, want an Opportunity of doing 1t ; or fhould
they all meet with an Opportunity of appearing by
Adtions, yet thofe A&ions may be mifinterpreted, and
applied to wrong Principles; or though they plainly
cifcovered the Principles from whence they proceeded,
they could never fhew the Degree, Strength and Per-
fetticn of thofe Principles.

AN D as the fopreme Being is the only proper Judge
of our PerfeQtions, fo is he the only fit Rewarder of
them. 'This is a Confideration that comes home t0-our
Intereflt, as the other adapts itfelf to our Ambition. ‘And
what could the moft afpiring, or the moft felfith Man
deiire more, were he to form the Notion of a Being
to whom he would recommend himfelf, than fuch a
Knowledge as can difcover the leait Appearance of Per-
feQtion in him, and fuch 2 Goodnefs as will propostion
a Reward to it.

LET the ambitious Man therefore turn all his Defire
of Fame this Way; and, that he may propofe to himfelf
a Fame worthy of his Ambition, let him confider that if
he employs his Abilities to the beft Advantage, the Time
will come when the fupreme Governor of the World, the
great Judge of Mankind, who fees every Degree of Pe.r-
fedtion in others, and poflefles all poffible Perfe&ion in
himfelf, fhall proclaim his Worth before Menand Angels,
and pronounce to him in the Prefence of the whole
Creation that beft and moft fignificant of Applaufes,
Well done, thou geod and. faithful Servant, enter thou int?
thy Mafler's oy, Cc

Wednefday,

Divide & Impera.
Divide and Rule.

LEASURE and Recreation of one Kind or other
are abfolutely neceflary to relieve our Minds and Bo-
dies from too conftant'Attention and Labour : Where

therefore publick Diverfionsare tolerated, it behoves Per-
fons of Diftinction, with their Power and Example, to
prefide over them in fuch a Manner as to check any thing
that tends to the Corruption of Manners,or which is too
mean or trivial for the Entertainment of reafonable Crea-
tures. As to the Diverfions of this Kind in this Town,
we owe them to the Arts of Poetry and Mufick: Myown
private Opinion, with Relation to fuch Recreations, I
have herctofore given with all the Franknefs imaginable ;
what concerns thofe Arts at prefent the Reader fhall have
from my Correfpondents. The firft of the Letters with
which I acquit myfelf for this Day, is written by one
who propofes to improve our Entertainments of Drama-
tick Poetry, and the other comes from three Perfons,
who, as foon as'named, will be thought capable qf ad-
vancing the prefent State of Mufick.

Mr.SPECTATOR,

¢ Y Am confiderably obliged toyou foryour fpeedy Pub-
¢ M licationof my laft in yours of the 18th Inftant, and
¢ am in no {fmall Hopes of being fettled in the Poft of
Comptroller of the Cries. Of all the Obje@ions I have
hearkened afterin publick Coffee-houfes there is but one
that {feems to carry any Weight with: it, w/x. That fuch
a Poft would come too near the Nature of a Monopo-
ly. Now, Sir, becaufe I would have all Sorts of People
made eafly, and being willing to have more Strings than
one to my Bow ; in cafe that of Comptroller thould fail
¢ me, I have fince fermed another Projet, which, being

B ¢ groundeq:
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grounded on the dividing a prefent Monopoly, I hope
will give the Publick an Equivalent to their full Content.
You know, Sir, it is allowed that the Bufinefs of the
Stage is, as the Latin has it, Fucunda & Idonea dicere
Vite. Now there being but one Dramatick Theatre
licenfed for the Delight and Profit of this extenfive
Metropolis, I do humbly propofe, for the Convenience
of fuch of its Inhabitants as are too diftant from Cowent-
Garden, that another Theatre of Eafe may be eretted in
fome {pacious Part of the City ; and that the Direction
thereof may be made a Franchife in Fee to me, and my
Heirs for ever.  Ard that the Town may haveno Jea-
lou{y of my ever coming to an Unjon with the Set of
Aétors now in being, I do farther propofe to conttitute
for my Deputy my near Kinfman and Adventurer Kit
Crotchet, whofe long Experience and Improvements in
thofe Affairs need no Recommendation. *T'was obvious
to every Spe&ator what a quite different Foot the Stage
was upon during his Government ; and had he not
been bolted out of his Trap-Doors, his Garrifon might
have held out_for ever, he having by long Pains and
Perfeverancearriv’d atthe Artof making his Army fight
without Pay or Pravifions. I muft confefs it; witha
melancholy Amazement, I fee fo wonderful a Genius
laid afide, and the late Slaves of the Stage now become
its Mafters, Dunces that will be fure to fupprefs alt
Theatrical Entertainments and ‘A&ivities that they are
not able themfelves to fhine in !

«EVERY Man that goes to a Play is not obliged to
have either Wit or Underftanding ; and I infift upon it,
‘that all who go there fhould fee fomething which may
improve them in a Way of which they are capable. In
thort, Sir, I would have fomething doze as well as faid
on the Stage. A Manmay have an aétive Body, though
he has not a quick Conception ; for the Imitation there-
fore of {uch as are, as I may fo {peak, corporeal Wits
or nimble Fellows, I would fain ask any of the prefent
Mifmanagers, Why fhould not Rope-dancers, Vaulters,
Tumblers, Ladder-walkers, and Pofture-makers appear
again on our Stage ? After fuch a Reprefentation,a Five-
bar Gate would be leaped with a better Grace next Time
any of the Audience went a Hunting. Sir, thefe T}‘lings
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¢ cry loud for Reformation and fall properly under the
¢ Province of Spec T aT 0K General; buthow indeed
¢ fhould it be otherwife, while Fellows (that for Twenty
¢ Years together were never paid but as their Mafter was
¢ in the Humour) now prefume to pay others more than
¢ ever they had in their Lives; and in Contempt of the
¢ Pradtice of Perfons of Cendition, have the Infolence to
¢ owe no Tradefman a Farthing at the End of the Week.
¢ Sir, all I propofe is the publick Good ; for no one can
¢ imagine I fhall ever get a private Shilling by it: There-
¢ fore I hope you will recommend this Matter in one of
¢ your this Week’s Papers, and defire when my Houfe
¢ opens you will accept the Liberty of it for the Trouble
¢ you have receiv'd from,

S R,

P. 8. I have Aflurances Your Humble Servant,
that the Trunk-maker

will declare for us. Ralph Crotchet.

Mr. SPECTATOR,

‘{XJ E whofe Names are fubfcribed, think you the
Y propereft Perfon to fignify what we have to
offer the Town in Behalf of ourfelves, and the Are¢
which we profefs, Mufick. We conceive Hopes of your
Favour from the Speculations on the Miftakes which the
Town run into with Regard to their Pleafure of this
Kind ; and believing your Method of judging is, that
you confider Mufick only valuable, as it is agreeable to,
and heightens the Purpofe of Poetry, we confent that
That is not only the true Way of relifhing that Plea-
fure, but alfo, that without it a Compofure of Mufick is
the fame thing as a Poem, where all.the Rules of Poeti-
cal Numbers areobferved, tho’ the Words have no Senfe
or Meaning ; to fay it fhorter, mere mufical Sounds are
in our Artno other than nonfenfe Verfes are in Poetry.
{ufick therefore is to aggravate what is intended by
Poetry ; it muft always have fome Paflion or Sentiment
to exprefs, or elfe Violins, Voices, or-any other Organs
of Sound, afford an Entertainment very little above the
Rattles of Children. It was from this"‘Cpinion of the
Matter, that when Mr. Clayton had £nifhed his Studijes
¢ in

Proiin™ gt s grwn Zatin e e o o allim e Tl et el




26 The SPEcTATOR.  N°z5%

in Jtaly, and brought over the Opera of r/inoe, that Mr.
Haym and Mr. Dieupart, who had the Honour to be
well known and received among the Nobility and Gen-
try, were zealoufly inclined to aflift, by their Solicita-
tions, in introducing {o elegant an Entertainment as the
Italian Mufick grafted upon Englifb Poetry. For this
End Mr. Dieupartand Mr. Haym, according to their fe-
veral Opportunities, promoted the Introduction of Ar-
finoe, and did it to the beft Advantage fo great a Novelty
would allow. It is not proper to trouble you with Par-
ticulars of the juft Complaints we all of us have to make;
but fo it is, that without Regard to our obliging Pains,
we are all equally fct afide in the prefent Opera.” Our
Application therefore to you is only to infert this Letter
in your Papers, that the Town may know we have all
Three joined together to make Entertainments of Mu-
fick for the future at Mr. Clayton’s Houfe in York-Build-
ings. What we promife ourfelves, is, to make a
Subfeription of two Guineas, for eight Times; and
that the Entertainment, with the Names of the Au-
thors of the Poetry, may be printed, to be fold in the
Houfe, with an Account of the feveral Authors of the
Vocal as well as the Inftrumental Mufick foreach Night ;
the Money to be paid at the Receipt of the Tickets, at
Mr. Charles Lillie’s. It will, we hope, Sir, be eafily al-
lowed, that we are capable of undertaking to exhibit by
our joint Force and different Qualifications all that can
be done in Mufick; but left you thould think fo dry a
thing as an Account of our Propofal fhould be a Mat-
ter unworthy your Paper, which generally contains
 fomething of publick Ufe; give us leave to fay, that
favouring our Defign is no lefs than reviving an Art,
which runs to Ruin by the utmoft Barbarifm under an
Affe@ation of Knowledge. We aim ateftablithing fome
fettled Notion of what is Mufick, at recovering from
Negle& and Want very many Families who depend up-
on it, at making all Foreigners who pretend to fucceed
in Englandto learn the Language of it as we ourfelves
have done, and not be fo infolent as to expeét a whole
Nation, 2 refined and learned Nation, fhould {ubmit to
learn theirs. In a word; Mr. SPECT A To R, with all
& Deference and Humility, we hope to behave ourfe‘l"f:s
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in this Undertaking in fuch a"Manner, that all Exglifs
Men who have any Skill in Mufick may be furthered in
it for their Profit or Diverfion by what rew Thingswe
fhall produce; never pretending to furpafs others, or af-
ferting that anry Thing which is a Science is not attain-
able by all Men of all Nations who have proper Genius
for it : We fay, Sir, what we hope for is not expeéted
will arrive to us by contemning others, but through
the utmoft Diligence recommending ourfelves.

Weare, S 1R,
Your moft bumble Servants,

Thomas Clayton,
Nicolino Haym.
Charles Dieupart,

Neo i

Quod decet Zone/t’um e, € quod honeflum eft decet. Thull,

" What is becoming is bonourable, and what is bonourable is

becomirg.

HERE are fome Things which cannot come un-
der certain:Rules, but which one would think could
not need them. Of this kind are cutward Civi-

lities and Salutations. Thefe one would imagine might

be regulated by every Man’s common Senfe without the
Help of an Inftruftor; but that which we call common
Senfe fuffers under that Word ; for it fometimes implies
no more than that Faculty which is common to all Men,
but fometimes fignifies right Reafon, and what all Men
fhould confentto. In this latter Acceptation of the Phrafe,
it is no great Worder People err fo much againft it, fince
it is not every one who is poflefled of it, and there are
fewer, who, againft common Rules and Fafhions, dare
abey its Diftates. As to Salutations, which I was about
to talk of, I obferve as I firole about T'own, there are
great Enormities committed with, regard to this Partilcu-.
: al.
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lar. You fhall fometimes fee a Man begin the Of
Salutation, and obferve a forbidding Aif or efcapin‘igrEogrf.-a
in the Perfon he is going to falute, and ftop fhort in'the
Pole of his Neck.  "This in the Perfon who believed he
could do it yv1§h a good Grace, and was refufed the Op-
portunity, is juftly refented with a Coldnefs the whole
enfuing Seafon. Your great Beauties, People in much Fa.
vour, or by any Means or for any Purpofe overflattered
are apt to practife this which one may call the preventiné
Afpe&, and throw their Attention another Way, left
they fhould confer a Bow or a Curtfy upon a Perfon
who might not appear to deferve that Dignity. Others
you fhall find fo obfequious, and fo very courteous, as
there is no efcaping their Favours of this Kind. Of this
Sort may be a Man who is in the fifth or fixth Degree of
Favour with a Minifter ; this good Creature is refolved to
ﬂ?ew the World, that great Honours cannot atall change
hl_s Manners ; heis the fame civil Perfon he ever was ; he
lel venture his Neck to bow out of a Coach in full
Speed, at once, to thew he is full of Bufinefs, and yet is
not fo taken up as to forget his old Friend. With a Man
who is not fo well formed for Courtfhip and elegant Be-
havxogr, fuch a Gentleman as this feldom finds his Ac-
count in the Return of his Compliments, but he will fill
goon, for he is in his own Way, and muft not omit ;
let the Neg]e& fall on your Side, or where it will hi;
Bufinefs is ftill to be wéll-bred tothe End. I think I have
read, in one of our Exgli/b Comedies, a Defcription of a
Fellow that affe@ted knowing every Body, and for Want
of Judgment in Time and Place, would bow and fmile
in the Face of a Judge fitting in the Court, would fit in
an oppofite Gallery and fmile in the Minifter’s Face as
he came up into the Pulpit, and nod as if he alluded to
fome Familiarities between them in another Place. But
now I happen to {peak of Salutation at Church, I muft
take notice that feveral of my Correfpondents have im-
portuned me to confider that Subjeét, and fettle the Point
of Decorum in that Particular.
I do not pretend to be the beft Courtier in the World,
but I have often on publick Occafions thought it a very
*great Abfurdity in the Company (during the Royal Pre-
fence) to exchange Salutations from all Parts ofthe Room,
whes
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# when certainly common Senfe fhould fuggeft, that all Re-
| gards at that Time {hould be engaged. and cannot be di-
| verted to any other Obje&, without Difrepett to the So-
vereign. But as to the Complaint of my Correfpondents,
|itis not to be imagined what Offence fome of them
take at the Cuftom of Saluting in Places of Worthip. 1

|| have a very angry Letter from a Lady, who tells me

of one of her Acquaintance, who, out of mere Pride and
a Pretence to be rude, takes upon her to retarn no Ci-
vilities done to her in Time of Divine Service, and is
the moft religions Woman for no other Reafon but to
appear a Woman of the beft Quality in the Church.
This abfurd Cuftom had better be abolithed than re-
| tained, if it were but to prevent Evils of no higher a
| Nature than this is ; but I am informed of Objections
| much more confiderable: A Diflenter of Rank and Dif-
| tinion was lately prevailed upon by a Friend of his to

i1 come to one of the greateft Congregations of the Church
I} of England about Town : After the Service was over, he

| declared he was very well fatisfied with the little Cere-
mony which was ufed towards God Almighty;  but at
the fame time he feared he fhould not be able to go
through thofe required towards one another: Asto this
i1 Point he wasin a State of Defpair, and feared he was
! not well-bred enough to be a Convert.  There have
been many Scandals of this Kind given to our Proteftant
Diffenters from the outward Pomp and Refpe& we take
A Quaker

to ourfelves in our Religious Affemblies.
who came one Day into a Church, fixed his Eye upon an
old Lady with a Carpet larger than that from the Pulpis
before her, expeting when fhe would hold forth. An
Anabaptift who defigns to come over himfelf, and all
his Family, within few Months, is fenfible they want
Breeding enough for our Congregations, and has fent

his two eldett Daughters to learn to dance, that
they may not misbebave themfelves at Church: It
is ‘worth confidering whethér, in regard to ankward
People with fcrupulous Confciences, a good Chri-
flian of the beft Air in the World ought not rather to
deny herfelf the Opportunity of fhewing {o many
Graces, than keep a bathful Profelyte without the Pa'l;

of the Church.
 Friday,




Singula de nobis anni pradantur euntes.

Hor. Ep. 2. 1, 2‘. AT

Years following Vears fleal fomething e’ry Day,
At laft they freal us from ourfelves away. Pork,

My.SPECTATOR,,

y I Amnow in the fixty fifth Year of my Age, and hav-
* ing been the greater Part of my Days a Man of
Pleafure, the Decay of my Faculties is a Stagnati-
on of my Life. But how is it, Sir, that my Appetites
¢ are increafed upon me with the Lofs of Power to gra-
¥ tify them ? I write this, like a Criminal, to warn People
“ toenter upon what Reformation they pleafe to make in
¢ themfelves in their Youth, and not expe& they fhail be
& capable of it from a fond Opinior fome have often in
¢ their Mouths, thatif we do not leave our Defires they
¢ will leave us. Itis far otherwife; I am now as vain
¢ in my Drefs, and as flippant if I fee a pretty Woman,
¢ as when in my Youth I fiood upon a Bench in the Pit
¢ to {urvey the whole Circle of Beauties. The Folly is
¢ f{o extravagant with me, and I went on with {o litcle
¢ Check of my Defires, or Refignation of them, that I
¢ can:aflure you, 1 very often, merely to entertain my
¢ own Thonghts, fit with my Speéacles on, writing
¢ Love-Letters to the Beauties that have been long fince
¢ in their Graves. This is to warm my Heart with the
¢ faint Memory of Delights which were once agrecable
€ to-me; but how much happier would my Life have
¢ been now, if I could have looked back on any worthy
¢ Action done for my Country ? If I had laid out that
¢ which I profufed in Luxury and Wantonnefs, in Ats of
¢ Generchity orCharity # I havelived a Bachelor to this
¢ Day ; and inftead of a numerous Offspring, with which,
* in the regular Ways of Life, I might poflibly have de-
z ¢ lighted
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.« lighted myfelf, I have only to amufe myfelf with the

¢ Repetition of Old Stories and Intrigues which no one
¢ will believe I ever was concerned in.” I'do not know
whether you have ever treated of it or not ; but you
¢ cannot fall on a better Subje&, than that of the Art of
¢ growing old. In {uch a Letture you muft propofe, that
¢ no one fet his Heart upon what 1s tranfient; the Beauty
¢ grows wrinkled while we are yet gazing at her. The
witty Man finks into an Humourift imperceptibly, for
want of refleting that all Things around him are in a
Flux, and centinually charging:"Thus hefs in the Space
¢ of ten or fifteen Years furrounded’'by a new Set of
¢ People, whofe Manners are as natural to them as his
¢ Delights, Methed of Thinking, and Mode of Living,
¢ were formerly to him and his Friends.. But the Mif-
¢ chief is, he looks upon the fame Kind of Errors which
¢ he himfelf was guilty of with an Eye of Scorn, and with
¢ that fort of Ill-will which Men entertain againft each
¢ other for different Opinions: Thus a crazy Conftitu-
¢ tion, and an uneafy Mind is fretted with vexatious
¢ Paffions for young Mens doing foolifhly what it is Folly
¢ to do at all. Dear Sir, this is my prefent State of
¢ Mind ; I hate thofe I fhould laugh at, and envy thofe
¢ I contemn. The Time of Youth and vigorous Man--
¢ hood, pafled the Way in which I have difpofed of it,
¢ is attended with thefe Confequences ; but to thofe who
¢ live and pafs away Life as they ought, all Parts of it
< arc equally pleafant ; only the Memory of good and
¢ worthy Aétions is a Feaft which muft give a quicker
¢ Relifh to the Soul than ever it could poffibly tafte in
¢ the higheft Enjoyments or Jollities of Youth. As for
¢ me, if I fit down in my great Chair and begin to pon-
¢ der, the Vagaries of a Child are not more ridiculous
¢ than the Circumftances which are heaped up in my
¢ Memory ; fine Gowns, Country Dances, Ends of
¢ Tunes, interrupted Converfations,and midnight Quar-
¢ rels, are what muft neceflarily compofe my Soliloquy.
¢ I beg of you to print this, that fome Ladies of my
¢ Acquaintance, and my Years, may be perfuaded to
¢ wear warm Night-Caps this cold Seafon: and that my
¢ old Friend $¥ack Tawdry may buy him a Cane, and
¢ not creep with the Air of a Strut. I muft add tohall
¢ this,
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: this, that if it were not for one Pleafure, which I
4 thought a very mean one ’till of very late Years, I
s fhould have no one great Satisfalion left; but if I
4 live to the 1oth of March, 1714, and all my Securities
+ are good, I fhall be worth Fifty thoufand Pound.

Iam, § IR,
Your moff bumble Servant,
Jack Afterday,

: . SreEcTATOR,
i Y OU will infinitely oblige a diftreffed Lover, if
¥ you will infert in your very next Paper, the
. following Letter to my Miftrefs. You muft know, I

am not a Perfon apt to defpair, but fhe has got an odd
« Humour of flopping fhort unaccountably, and, as fhe
P r;rle]f told a Confident of hers, fhe has cold Fits.
« Thefe Fits fhall laft her a Month or fix Weeks toge-
¢ the_r 5 and as fhe falls into them without Provocation,

fo it is to be hoped fhe will return from them without
‘ the Mer{t of new Services. But Life and Love will

not admit of fuch Intervals, therefore pray let her be

¢ admonifhed as follows.

Madam,

I Love you, and I honour you: therefore pray do
... not tell me of waiting till Decencies, till Forms,
till Humours are confulted and gratified. If you have
that happy Confitation as to be indolent for ten Weeks
together, you fhould confider that all that while I
burn in Impatiences and Fevers; but ftill you fay it
will be Time enough, tho’ I and you too grow older
while we are yet talking. Which do you think the
more reafonable, that you fhould alter a State of In-
difference for Happinefs,. and that to oblige me, or I
live in Torment, and that to lay no manner of Obli-
gation upon you ? While I indulge your Infenfibility
I'am doing nothing ; if you favour my Paffion, you
are beftowing bright Defires, gay Hopes, generous
¢ Cares, noble Refolutions and tran{porting Raptures
S upon,

Madam,

Your mafd devoted humble Servant.
Mr.

[ e
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Mr.SPECTATOR,

| ¢ ¥ TERE’s a Gentlewoman lodges in the fame Houfe

4 with me, that I never did any Injury to in my

| * whole Life ; and fhe is always railing at me to thofe
¢ that fhe knows will tell me of it. . Don’t you think fhe
¢ is-in Love with me ? or would you have me break my
¢ Mind yet or not?

Your Serwant,

T B,

Mr. SPECTATOR, :
¢ ¥ Am a Footmanin a great Family, and am in Love
1 I with the Houfe-maid. We were all at Hot-cockles
| ¢ laftNight in the Hall thefe Holidays ; when I lay down
¢ and was blinded, fhe pulled off her Shoe, and hit me
| ¢ with the Heel fuch a Rap, as almoft broke my Head to
| ¢ Pieces. Pray, Sir, was this Love or Spite? iy

| ' ? n R
| TduG dp £ibpawotaiy Lux]dior wanby. Frag.vet. Poet,

Wedlock's an 1ll Men eagerly embrace.

Y Father, whom I mentioned in my firft Specu-
lation, and whom I muft always name with Ho-
nour and Gratitude, has ver)i frequently talked to

the Subjeét of Marriage. I wasin my younger
?:a:fzr:lgaged, Jpartly by his Advice, and partly by my
own Inclinations in the Courtfhip of a Perfon who had
a great deal of Beauty, and did not at my firft Ap-
proaches feem to have any Averfion to me; but as my
natural Taciturnity hindred me from fhewing myfelf to
the beft Advantage, fhe by degrees began to look upon
me as a very filly Fellow, and being refolved to regard
Merit more than any Thing elfe in the Perfons whe

made their Applications to her, fhe married a Capt:a.:;;=
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of Dragoens who Lappened to be beating up for Recruits
in thofe Parts.

THIS unlucky Accident has given me an Averfion
. to pretty Fellows ever fince, and difcouraged me from
trying my Fortune with the Fair Sex. The Obfervations
which I made in this ConjunQure, and the repeated Ad-
vices which I received at that Time from the good old
Man above-mentioned, have produced the following
Effay upon Love ard Marriage.

THE pleafanteft Part of a Man’s Life is generally
that which paffes in Courtfhip, provided his Paflion be
fincere, and the Party beloved kind with Difcretion.
Love, Defire, Hope, all the pleafing Motions of the
Soul rife in the Purfuit.

I'T is eafier for an artful Man who is not in Love, to
perfuade his Miftrefs he has a Paflion fer her, and to fuc-
ceed in his Purfuits, than for one ‘who loves with the
greateft Violence. True Love has ‘ten thoufand Griefs,
Impatiences and Refentments, that render a Man unami-
able in the Eyes of the Perfon whofe Affe&ion he foli-
cits ; befides, that it finks his Figure, gives him Fears,
Apprehenfions and Poornefs of Spirit, and often makes
him appear ridiculous where he has a mind to recom-
mend himfelf. E

T HO S E Marriages generally abound moft with Love
and Conftancy, that are preceded by a long Courtfhip.
The Paflion fhould ftrike Root, and gather Strength be-
fore Marriage be grafted on it. A long Courfe of Hopes
and Expe&ations fixes the Ideain our iinds, and habi-
tuates us to a Fordnefs of the Perfon beloved.

THERE is Nothing of fo great Importance to us,
as the good Qualities of one to whom we join ourfelves
for Life ; they do not only make our prefent State agree-
able, but often determine our Happinefs to all Eternity.
Where the Choice is left to Friends, the chief Point un-
der Confideration is an Efiate: Where the Parties choofe
for themfelves, - their Thoughts turn moft upon the Per-
fon. They have both their Reafons. The- firft would
procure many Conveniences and Pleafures of Life to the
. Party whofe Interefts they efpoufe ; and at the fame time
may hope that the Wealth of their Friends will turn to
their own Credit and Advantage. The others are pre-

paring
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paring for themfelves a perpetual Feaft. A good Perfon
does not only raife, but continue Love, and breeds a fe-
cret Pleafure and Complacency in the Beholder, when
the firft Heats of Defire are extinguifhed. It puts the
Wife or Hufband in Countenance both among Friends
and Strangers, and generally fills the Family with a heal-
thy and beautiful Race of Children.

T'thould prefer a Woman that is agreeable in my own
Eye, and not deformed in that of the World, to a cele-
brated Beauty. If you marry one remarkably beautiful,
you muft have a violent Paflion for her, or you have not
the proper Tafte of her Charms; and if you have fuch a
Paffion for her, it is odds but it would be imbittered with
Fears and Jealoufies. .

GOOD-NATURE and Evennefs of Temperwill give
you an eafy Companion for Life; Virtue and good Serfe,
an agreeable Friend ; Love and Conftancy, a good Wife
or Hufband.. Where we meet one Perfon with all thefe
Accomplifhments, we find an hundred without any one
of them. The World, notwithftanding, is more intent on
Trains and Equipages, and all the fhowy Parts of Life ;
we love rather to dazzle the Multitude, than confult our
proper Interefts ; and, as I have elfewhere obferved, itis
one of the moft unaccountable Paffions of human Nature,
that we are at greater pains to appear eafy and happy to
others, than really to make ourfelves fo. "Of all Difpari-
ties, that in Humour makes the moft unhappy Marriages,
yet {carce enters into our Thoughts at the contraéting of
them. Several that are in this Refpe@ unequally yoked,
and uneafy for Life, with a Perfon of a particular Cha-
rafter, might have been pleafed and happywith a Perfon
of a contrary one, notwithftanding they are both perhaps
equally virtuous and laudable in their Kind.

BEFORE Marriage we cannot be too inquifitive and
difcerning in the Faults of the Perfon beloved, nor
after it too dim-fighted and fuperficial. However perfect
and accomplifhed the Perfon appears to you at a Diftance,
you will find many Blemifhes and Imperfe@ions in her
Humour, upon a more intimate Acquaintance, which
you never difcovered or perhaps fufpeéted. Here there-

. fore Difcretion and Good-nature are to fhew their

Strength; the firk will' hinder your Thoughts from
dwelling
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dwelling on what is difagreeable, the other will raife in
you allgthe Tendernefs %;' Compaffion and Humanity,
and by degrees foften thofe very Imperfettions into
ties. :

Belzcl1 AeRRIAGE enlarges the Scene of our Happinefs
and Miferies. ~ A Marriage of Love is pleafant; aMali;
riage of Intereft eafy ; and a Marriage, where blot
meet, happy. A happy Marriage has in it all the P ea(i
fures of Friendhip, all the Enjoyments of Senfe an
Reafon, and indeed, all the Sweets of [:1fe. Nothing is
a_greater Mark of a degenerate and vicious Age, than
the common Ridicule which paffes on this State of Life.
It is, indeed, only happy in thofe who can look §own
with Scorn .or Negle& on the Implet.les of the Txmef;,
and tread the Paths of Life together in a conftant uni-
form Courfe of Virtue.

SRS
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Mondaj’, December 31.

Nulla wenenato Littera mifla Foco eff.

Ovid. Trift, 1. 2. v. 566.

Satirical Reflexions I awoid.

Think myfelf highly obliged to the Publick for their
kind Acceptance of a Paper which vifits them every
; Morning, and has in it none of thofe Seaﬁ{zmgs that
recommend {o many of the Writings which arein Vogue
us.
amxxég’ on the one Side, my Paper has not in it a fingle
Word of News, a Reflexion in Politxcks,‘ nor a Stroke of
Party; {o on the other, thereare no Ifa(hxonable Touches
of Infidelity, noobfcene Ideas, no Satires uponPriefthood,
Marriage, and the like popular Topicks of Ridicule; no
private Scandal, nor any Thing that may tend to the De-
famation of particular Perfons, Families, or S.OCICt.lCS.
THERE is not one of thefe above-menticned Sub-
je&ts that would not fell a very indifferent Paper, could I
think of gratifying the Pubiick by fuch mcan]\:illmght::lfsc
: Te :

; ] Methods. Butnotwithftanding I have reje&edevery Thing
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| that favours of Party, every Thing that is loofe and. im-
| moral, and every Thing that might create Uneafinefs in
the'Minds of particular Perfons, I find that the Demand

‘ : of my Papers has increafed every Month fince their firft

Appearance in the Vorld. This ‘does not perhaps reflet
| fomuch Honour upon myfelf, as on my Readers, who
' givea much greater Attention to Difcourdes of Virtue and
| Morality, than everI expe@ed, or indeed could hope.
| WHEN I broke loofe from that great Body of Wri-
| ters who have employed their Wit and Parts in propagat-
' ing Vice and Irreligion, I did not queftion but I fhould
| be treated as an odd kind of Fellow that had a mind to ap-
| pear fingular in my Way of Writing: But the general
| Reception I have found, convinces me that the World is
not {o corrupt as we are apt to imagine; and that if thofe
Men of Parts who have been _employed in vitiating the
Age had endeavour'd to re@ify and amend it, they needed
not have facrificed their good Senfe and Virtue to their

| Fame and Reputation. No Man is fo funk in Vice and

Ignorance, but there are fill fome hidden Seeds of Good-

41§ nels and Knowledge in him; which %livc him a Relifh of

fuch Reflexions and Speculaticns as have an Aptnefs to
improve the Mind, and make the Heart better,
I have thewn in a former Paper, with how much Care

I I have avoided all fuch Thoughts as are loofe, obfcene or

| immoral; and I believe my Reader would fill think the
better of me, if he knew the Pains I am atin qualifying
what T write after fuch 2 manner, that nothing may be
interpreted as aimed at private Perfons. For this Reafon
when I draw any faulty Charaler, I confider. all thofe
Perfons to whom the Malice of the World may poffibiy
apply it, and take care to dafh it with fuch particular Cir-
cumftances as may prevent all fuch ill-natured Applicati-
ons. If I write any Thing on a black Man, I run over
in my Mind all the eminent Perfons in the Nation who
are of that Complexion: When I place an imaginary
Name at the Head of 2 Charaéter, 1 examine every Syl-

§ lable and Letter of it, that it may not bear any Refem-
§ blance to one that is real,

I'know very well the Value
| which every Man fets upon his Repatation, and how

§ painful itisto be expofed to the Mirth and Derifion of

the
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the Publick, and fhould therefore fcorn to divert my ,:

Reader, at the Expence of any private Man.

AS T have been thus tender of every particular Perfon’s .
Reputation, {oI have taken more than ordinary Care not |ff’ : )
| their Performances with an impartial Eye : - Nor fhall T

to give Offerce to thofe who appear in the higher Figures
of Life. Iwould not make myfelf merry even with a
Picce of Pafteboard that is invefted with a publick Cha-
rafter; for which Reafon I have never glanced upon the
late defigned Proceflicn of his Holinefs and his Atten-
dants, notwithftanding it might have afforded Matter to
many ludicrous Speculations. Among thofe Advantages,
which the Pablick may reap from this Paper,. it is not the
leaft, that it draws Mens Minds off from the Bitternefs
of Party, and furnifhes them with Subjeés of Difcourfe
that may be treated without Warmth or Paflion. This is
faid to have been the firit Defign of thefe Gentlemen who
fet on Foot the Royal Society ; and had then a very good
Effe@, as it turned many of the greateft Genius’s of that
Age to the Difquifitions of natural Knowledge, who,
if they had engaged in Politicks with the fame Parts and
Application, might have fet their Country in a Flame.
‘The Air-Pump, the Barometer, the Quadrant, and the
like Inventions were thrown out to thofe bufy Spirits, as
Tubs and Barrels are to a Whale, that he may let the
Ship fail on without Difturbance, while he diverts him-
{elf with thofe innocent Amufements,

I have been fo very ferupulous in this Particular of not
huorting any Man's Reputation that I have forborn men-
tioning even {uch Authors asI could not name without Ho-
nour. ‘This I mult confefs to have been a Piece of very
greatSelf-denial: For as the Publick relifhes nothing bet-
ter than the Ridicule which turns upon a Writer of any
Eminence, {o there is nothing which a Man that has but
a very ordinary Talent in Ridicule may execute with
greater Eafe.  One miglit raife Laughter for a Quarter of
4 Year together upon the Works of a Perfon who has
publifhed but a very few Volumes. For which Reafon I
am aftonifthed, that thofe who have appeared againft this
Puper-have ‘made fo very little of 1t. The Criicifms
which I have hitherto publifhed, have been made with an
Intention rather to difcover Beauties and Excellencies in
the Writers of my own Time, than to publith any of

theyr
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their Faults and ImperfeGions. In the mean while I
fhould take it for a very great Favour from fome of m

underhand Detra&ors, if they would break all Meafures
with me {o far, as to give me a Pretence for examining

look upon it as any Breach of Charity to criticife the
Author, fo long as I keep clear of the Perfon.

IN the mean while, ’till I am provoked to fuch Hofti-
lities, I fhall from time to time endeavour to do Juftice
to thofe, who have diftinguifhed themfelves in the politer
Parts of Learning, and to point out fuch Beauties in
thﬁir Works as may have efcaped the Obfervation, of
others.

AS the firft Place among our Exngli/b Poets is due to

|| Miltor; and as I have drawn more Quotations out of

hjm than from any other, I fhall enter into a regular Cri-
ticifm upon his Paradife Loft, which I fhall publith every

: Saturday’till I have given my Thoughts upon that Poerm.

I fhall not however prefume to impofe upon others my

||| own particular Judgment on this Author, but only deliver
il 1t as my private Opinion.
| Extent, and every particular Mafter in this Art has his

Criticifm is of a very large

favourite Paflages in an Author, which do not equally
frike the beft Judges. Ttwill be fufficient for me if I
difcover many Beauties or Imperfections which others

| have not attended to, and I fhould be very glad to fee
|| any of our eminent Writers publifh their Difcoveries on

| the fame Subje&. In fhort, I would always be underftood
| to write my Papers of Criticifm in the Spirit which
| Horace has expreffed in thofe two famous Lines ;

Si quid novifti rectius iffis,
Candidus imperti; fi non, his utere mecum.

Ep. 6.1 1. v. ult.

¢ I'F you have made any better Remarks of your own,
communicate them with Candour ; i not, make ufe
Il ¢ of thefe I prefent you with.’ (o)

C
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Gratulor quod evm quem neceffe erat diligere, qualifcungue
effet, talem habemusut libenter quogue diligamus.
Trebonius apud Tull.

I rejoice, that the Perfon, avhom it was my duty to lowve,
good or bad, is fuch an One, that I can love bim «with 4
awilling Mind.

Mr. SPECTATOR,

AM the happy Father of a very towardly Son, in
whom I do notonly fee my Life, but alfo my Man-

ner of Life, renewed. It would be extremely bene-
“ficial to Society, if you would frequently refume Sub-
jects which ferve to bind thefe fort of Relations fafter,
and endear the Ties of Blood with thofe of Good-will,
Proteion, Obfervance, Indulgence, and Veneration. [
would, methinks, have this done after an uncommon

. Method, and do not think any one, who is not capable

of writing a good Play, fit to undertake a Word where- |

<

€

(4

¢ in there will neceflarily occur fo many fecret Inflinds,
< and Biafes of human Nature which would pafs nnob-
¢ ferved by common Eyes. Ithank Heaven I have no
¢ outrageous Offence againft my own excellent Parents to
¢ anfwer for ; but when [am now and then alone, and look
¢ back upon my paft Life, from my earlieft Infancy to
¢« this Time, there are many Faults which I committed
¢ that did not appear to me, even till I myfelf became
(4
<
(1

a Father. I had not till then a Notion of the Earnings |

of Heart, which a Man has when he fees his Child do
a laudable Thing, or the fudden Damp which feizes
him when he fears he will a& fomething unworthy. It
is not to be imagined, what a Remorfe touched me for

a long Train of childith Negligences of my Mother, |

when I faw my Wife the other Day look out of the
Window, and turn as pale as Afhes upon feeing my
younger Boy fliding upon the Ice. Thefe {light Inti-

¢ mations

11

EEET—

|
1
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¢ mations will give you to underftand, that there are
: numberlefs little Crimes which Children take no notice
; of while they are doing, which upon Reflexion, when
s they Ihz.all themfelves become Fathers, they will look
_ upon with the utmoft Sorrow and Contrition, that they
: did not regard, before thofe whom they offended were

to be no more feen. How many thoufand Things do I
¢ remember, which would have highly pleafed my Fa-
¢ ther, and I omitted for no other Reafon, but that I
¢ thought what he propofed the Effe of Humour and
¢ old Age, which I am now convinced had Reafon and
good Senfe in it. I cannot now go into the Parlour to
him, and make his Heart glad with an Account of 2
Matter which was of no Confequence, but that I told

.
<

it, and a&ed in it. The good Man and Woman are.

4

¢ long fince in their Graves, who ufed to fit and plot
¢ the Welfare of us their Children, while, perhaps, we
¢ were fometimes laughing at the old Folks at another
¢ End of the Houfe. The Truth of it is, were we merely
¢ to follow Nature in thefe great Duties of Life, tho’ we
‘ have a ftrong Inftinét towards the performing of them,
¢ we fhould be on both Sides very deficient. Age is fo
¢ unwelcome to the Generality of Mankind, 2nd Growth
¢ towards Manhood {o defirable to all, that Refignation
¢ to Decay is too difficult a Tafk in the Father; and De-
¢ ference, amidft the Impulfe of gay Defires, appears un-
¢ reafonable to the Son. There are fo few who can grow
¢ old with a good Grace, and yet fewer who can come flow
¢ enough intothe World, that a Father, were he to be
¢ aftuated by his Defires, and a Son, were he to confult
¢ himfelf only, could neither of them behave himfelf as
¢ he ought to the other. But when Reafon interpofes
¢ againft Inftin€, where it would carry either out of the
¢ Interefts of the other, there arifes that happieft Inter-
¢ courfe of good Offices between thofe deareft Relations
¢ of human Life. The Father, according to the Oppor-
¢ tunities which are offered to him, is throwing down
¢ Bleflings on the Son, and the Son endeavouring to ap-
¢ pear the worthy Offspring of fuch a Father. It is after
¢ this manner that Camillys and his firft-born dwell to-
¢ gether. Camillus enjoys a pleafing and indoleat old
¢ Age, in which Paffion is fubdued, and Reafon exalted.

C: ¢ He
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¢ He waits the Day of his Diffolution with a Refignation
mixed with Delight, and the Son fears the Acceflion of
his Father’s Fortune with Diffidence, left he fhould not
enjoy or become it as well as his Predeceflor.  Add to
this, that the Father knows he leaves a Friend to the
Children of his Friends, an eafy Landlord. to his 'I"e-
nants, ‘and an agreeable Companion to his Acquain-
tance. He believes his Son’s Behavicur will make him
frequently remembred, but never wanted. This Com-
merce is fo well cemented, that without the Pomp of
faying, Son, be a Friend to fuch a one wwhen Lam goye;
Camillus knows, being in his Favovr, is Direction
enough to the grateful Youth who is to fuqceed him,
without the Admonition of his mentioning it. Thefe
Gentlemen are honoured in all their Neighbourhood,
and the fame Effe& which the Court has on the Man-
ners of a Kingdom, their Chara&ers have on all who
live within the Influence of them. ¢

<« MY Son and I are not of Fortune to communicate
our good Aions or Intentions to fo many as thefe
Gentlemen do ; but I will be bold to fay, my Son has,
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towards me has gained him, occafioned that many an

Children follow the Example of mine, and I have the
inexpreflible Happinefs of overhearing our Neighbours,

AR R GRS AL R A

Voice of Joy, There they go.

¢« YOU cannot, Mr. SPECTATOR, pafs your time i

better than infinuating the Delights which thefe

it to A&ions the moft infignificant. .
?oé\lfe:;:n?i the World, and obferve the many Mif-

Infinuation of the meaneft Servants between People
thus rclated, how neceffary will it appear that it were
inculcated that Men would be upon their Guard to
¢ fupport a Conftancy of Affcction, and that grot}nde(}:
¢ upon the Principles of Reafon, not the Impulfes o

¢ Intiadi. 1T
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by the Applaufe and Approbation which his Behaviour |
old Man, befides myfelf, has rejoiced. Other Mens ||

as we ride by, point to their Children, and fay, with a i .

Relations well regarded beftow upon each other. Or- [

dinary Paffages are no longer f'uch'.ﬂ‘but mt;)t}lal Lovde :
: Importance to the moft indifferent things, and [|f

B When we

underftandings which are created by the Malice and |
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¢ I'T is from the common Prejudices which Men re-
¢ ceive from their Parents, that Hatreds are kept alive
¢ from one Generation to another; and when Men a&
¢ by Inftin&, Hatreds will defcend when good Offices are
¢ forgotten. For the Degeneracy of human Life is fuch,
¢ that our Anger is more eafily transferred to our Chil-
¢ dren than our Love. Love always gives fomething to
the Object it delights in, and Anger fpoils the Perfon
againft whom it is moved of fomething laudable in him :
From this Degeneracy therefore, and a fort of Self-
Love, we are more prone to take up the Ill-will of our
Parents, than to follow them in their Friendfhips.
. O NE would think there thould need no more to
make Men keep up this fort of Relation with the ut-
moft Sanity, than to examine their own Hearts. If
every Father remembred his own Thoughts and Incli-
nations when he was a Son, and every Son remembred
what he expeted from his Father, when he himfelf
was in a State of Dependence, this one Reflexion would
preferve Men from being diffolute or rigid in thefe fe-
veral Capacities. The Power and Subje@ion between
them,when broken, make them more emphatically T'y-
rants and Rebels againft each other, with greater Cru-
elty of Heart, than the Difruption of States and Em-
pires can poffibly produce. I fhall end this Application’
to you with two Letters which paffed between a Mo-
ther and Son very lately, and are as follows.

-

‘£
s
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Dear Fraxk,

F the Pleafures, which I have the Grief to hear yon
purfue in Town, do not take up all your Time, do
not deny your Mother fo much of it, as to read fe-
rioufly this Letter. You faid before Mr. Letacre, that
an old Woman might live very well in the Country upon
half my Jointure, and that your Father was a fond Fool
to give me a Rent-Charge of Eight hundred a Year to
the Prejudice of his Son. What Letacre faid to you upon
that Occafion, you ought to have born with more De-
cency, as he was your Father’s well-beloved Servant,
than to have called him Country-put. In the firft place,
Frank, I mutt tell you, I will have my Rent duly paid,
¢ for I will make up to your Sifters for the Partiality I
C3; ¢ was
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was guilty of, in making your Father do fo much as
he has done for you. 1 may, it feems, live upon half
my Jointure ! Ilived upon much lefs, Frant, when
I carried you from Place to Place in thefe Arms, and
could neither eat, drefs, or mind any thing for feeding
and tending you a weakly Child; and thedding Tears
when the Convulfions you were then- troubled with
returned upon you. By my Care you outgrew them,
to throw away the Vigour of your Youth in the Arms
of Harlots, and deny your Mother what is not yours
to detain. Both your Sifters are crying to fee the
Paffion which I fmother; but if you pleafe to go on
thus like a Gentleman of theTown, and forget all
Regards to yourfelf and Family, I fhall immediately
enter upon your Eftate for the Arrear due to me,
and without one Tear more contemn: you for forget-

s

have the Fxample of your Father,

O Frant, do I live
to omit writing myfelf,
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Your Affeciionate Mother,

AT,
MADAM, .
¥ Will come down to-morrow and pay the Money on
K my Knees. Pray write fo no more.
care you never fhall, for I will be for ever hereafter,

Your moft dutiful Son,
F

¢« I will bring down new Heads for my Sifters. Prz'xl}‘r'

¢ let all be forgotten.

W ednefdas,

No 253

ting the Fondnefsof your Mother, asmuch as yow

I will take
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Wednefday

~——Secretum iter & fallentis Semita witce.
Hor. Ep.18.1. 1. v. 103,

~———Clofe Retivement, anda Life by Stealth.
CRrREECH.

T has been from Age to Age an AffeQation to love the
Pleafure of Solitude, amongft thofe who cannot poflibly
be fuppofed qualified for pafling Life in that manner.

| This People havetaken up from reading the many agree-

abl? things which have been writ on that Subjeét, for
whichwe are beholden to excellent Perfons who delighted
in being retired and abftracted from the Pleafures that

‘ inchant the Generality of the World. This way of Life

is recommended indeed with great Beaaty, and in fuch 2

| manner as difpofes the Reader for the time to a pleafing
| Forgetfulnefs, or Negligence of the particular Hurry of

Life inwhich he is engaged, together with a longing for

| that State which he is charmed with in Defeription. But
| when we confider the World itfelf, and how few there

are capable of a religious; learned, or philofophick Soli-
tude, we fhall be aptto change a Regard to that fort of So-
litde, for being altttle fingular in enjoying Time after
the way a Man himfelf likes beft in the World, without
going fo far as wholly to withdraw from it. I have often
obferved, ‘there is not a Man breathing who does not
differ from all other'Men, as much in the Sentiments of
his Mind as the Features of his Face. The Felicity is,
when any one is {o happy as to find out and follow what
is the proper Bentof his Genius, and turn all his Endea-
vours to exert himfelf according as that prompts him.

|| Inftead of this, which is:an innocent Method of enjoying’
a Man’s felf; and turning out of thie general Tracks where -
| in'you have Crouds of Rivals, there are thofe who pur-
| fue their own way outof a Sournefs and Spirit of Con-
| tradition: Thefe Men doevery thing which they are

able to fupport, as-if Guiltand Impunity could not go to-
C4 : gether-
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gether. They choofe a thing only becaufe another diflikes
it; and affe@ forfooth an inviclable Conftancy in Mat-
ters of no. manner of Moment. Thus fometimes an old
Fellow fhall wear this or that foit of Cut in his Clethes
with great Integrity, while all the reft of the World are
degenerated into Buttons, Pockets and Loops unknown
to their Anceftors. As infignificant as even this is, if it
were fearched to the Bottom, you perhaps would find it
not fincere, but that he is in the Fathion in his Heart,
and holds out from mere Obftinacy. But I am running
from my intended Purpofe, which was to celebrate a
certain particular Manner of. paffing away Life, and is
a Contradiétion to no Man, but a Refolution to contra&t
nonc of the exorbitant Defires by which others are en-
flaved. The beft way of feparating a Man’s felf from the
World, is to give up the Defire of being known to it.
After a Man has preferved his Innocence, and performed
all Duties incumbent upon him, his T'ime fpent his own
Way is what makes. his Life differ from: that of a Slave,
If they whe affe& Show and Pomp knew how many of
their Spe&tators derided their trivial Tafte, they would be
very much lefs elated, and have an Inclination to examine
the Merit of all they have to do with : They would foon
find out that there are many who make a Figure telow
what their Fortune or Merit intitles them to, out of mere
Choice, and an elegant Defire of Eafe and Difincum-
brance. It would look like Romance to tell you in this
Age of an old Man who is contented to pafs for an Hu-
mourift, and one who does not underftand the Figure he
ought to make in the World, while he lives in a Lodg-
ing of Ten Shillings a Week with only one Servant:
While he drefles himfelf according te the Seafon in Cloth
or in Stuff, and has no one neceflary Attention to any
thing but the Bell which calls to Prayers twice a Day.
I fay it would look like a Fable to report that this Gen-
tleman gives away all which is the Overplus of a great
Fortune, by fecret Methods to other Men. If he has
not the Pomp of a numerons Train, and of Profeflors of
Service to him, he has every Day he lives the Confcience
that the Widow, the Fatherlefs, the Mourner, and the
Stranger blefs his unfeen Hand in their Prayers. This
Humourift gives up all the Compliments which Peoplehqf

- his
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his own Condition could make to him, for the Pleafures
of helping the Aficted, fupplying the Needy, and be-
frxendmg the Negle&ed. This Humourift keeps to him-
felf much more than he wants, and gives a vaft Refufe
of his Superfluities to purchafe Heaven, and by freeing
others from the Temptations of Worldly Want, to carry
a Retinue with him thither.

OF all Men who affe@ living in 2 particular Way,
next to this admirable Characer, I am the moft ena-
moured of Jrxs, whofe Condition will not admit of fuch
Largefles, and perhaps would not be capable of makin
them, if it were. Jrus, tho’ he is now turn’d of Fifty, has
not appeared in the World, in his real Chara&er, fince
five and twenty, at which Age he ran out a {mall Patri-
mony, and fpent fome Time after with Rakes who had
lived upon him: A Courfe of ten Years time, pafled in all
the little Alleys, By-Paths, and fometimes open Taverns
and Streets of this Town, gave Zas a perfet Skil in
Judging of the Inclinations of Mankind, and aQing ac-
cordingly. He ferioufly confidered he was poor,- and the
general Horror which moft Men have of all who are
in that Condition. Jus judg'd very rightly, that while
he could keep his Poverty a Secret, he fhould not feel
the Weight of it; he improved this Thought into an
AffeQation of Clofenefs and Covetoufnefs. Upon this one
Principle he refolved to govern his future Life ; and in
the thirty fixth Year of his Age he repaired to Long-lare,
and looked upon feveral Drefles which hung there
deferted by their firft Mafters, and expofed to the pur-
chafe of the beft Bidder. At this Place he exchanged
his gay Shabbinefs of Clothes fit for a much younger
Man, to warm ones that would be decent for a much
older one. Jus came out thorcughly equipped from
Head to Foot, with a little oaken Cane in the Form of
a fubftantial Man that did not mind his Drefs, turned of
fifty. He had at this time fifty Pounds in ready Money;
and in this Habit, with this Fortune, he took his prefent
Lodging in St. Fobn Street, at the Manfion-Houfe of 2
Tailor’s Widow, who wathes and can clear.farch his
Bands. From that Time to this, he has kept the main -
Stock, without Alteration under or over to the valye of
five Pounds.  He left off all his old Acquaintance to a

Cs Man,
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Man, and all'his Arts of Life, except the Play of Back-
gammon, upon which he hasmore than bore his Charges.
Irus has, ever fince he came into this Neighbourhood,
given all the Intimations, he fkilfully could, of being a
clofe Hunks worth Money : No body comes to vifit him,
he receives no Letters, and tells his Money Morning
and Evening. He has, from the publick Papers, a Know-
ledge of what generally paffes, fhuns all Difcourfes of
Money, but fhrugs his Shoulder when you talk of Secu-
rities; he denies his being rich with the Air, which all
do who are vain of being fo: He is the Oracle of a
Neighbouring Juftice of Peace, who meets him at the
Coffee-houfe ; the Hopes that what he has muft come to
Somebody, and that he has no Heirs, have that Effe&
where-ever he is known, that he every Day has three or
four Invitations to dine at different Places, which he ge-
nerally takes care to choofe in fuch a manner, as not to
feem inclined to the richer Man. All the young Men
refpe& him, and fay he is juft the fame Man he was when
they were Boys. He ufes no Artifice in the World, but
makes ufe of Mens Defigns upon him to get a Main-
tenance out of them. Thishe carries on by a certain
Peevifhnefs, (which he aéts very well) that no one would
believe could poflibly enter tnto the Head of a poor Fel-
low. His Mien, his Drefs, his Carriage, and his Language
are fuch, that you would be at a lofs to guefs whether in
the Adtive Part of his Life he had been a fendible Citizen,
or Scholar that knew the World. Thefe are the great
Circumftances in the Life of /x5, and thus does he pafs
away his Days a Stranger to Mankind ; and at his Death,
the worft that will be {aid of him will be, thathe got by
every Man who had Expe&ations from him, more than
he had to leave him.

I have an Inclination to print the following Letters ;
for that I have heard the Author of them has fome-
where or other feen me, and by an excellent Faculty in
Mimickry my Cerrefpondents tell me he can affume my
Air, and give my Taciturnity a Slinefs which diverts
more than any Thing I could fay if I were prefent.
Thus I am glad my Silence is atoned for to the good
Company in Town. He has carried his Skill in Imita-

tion fo far, as to have forged a Letter from. my F:ie;d
i
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Sir R ocERr in fuch a manner, that any one but [ who
am thoroughly acquainted with him, would have taken
it for genuine.

Mr. SPECTATOR,

. AVING obferv’din Li/l’sGrammar how fweetly
v Bacchus and Apollo run in a Verfe: I have (to
¢ preferve the Amity between them) call'd in Bacchus to
“ the Aid of my Profeflion of the Theatre. So-that while
¢ fome People of Qﬁality are befpeaking Plays of me to
¢ be a&ted upon fuch a Day, and others, Hogfheads for
¢ their Houfes againft fuch a Time; I am wholly em-
¢« ploy'd in the agreeable Service of Wit and Wine : Sir,
« I have fent you Sir Roger de Crverley’s Letter to me,
« which pray comply with in Favour of the Bumper
« Tavern. Be kind, for you know a Player’s utmioft
« Pride is the Approbation of the SFECTATOR.

1 am your Admirer, tho’ unknown,

Richard Eftcourt.

To Mr. Effcourt at his Houfe in Covent-Garden.
Coverley, December the 18th, 1711,

0ld Comical Ores,
HE Hogfheads of NeatPort came fafe, and have
gotten thee good Reputation in thefe Parts ; and.
I am glad to hear, that a Fellow who has been laying
out his Money ever fince he was born, for the mere
Pleafure of Wine, has bethought himfelf of joining
Profit and Pleafure together. Our Sexton (poor. Man)
having received Strength from thy Wine fince his fit of
the Gout, is hugely taken with it : He fays it is given
by Nature for the Ufe of Families, that no Steward’s
Table can be without it, that it firengthens Digeftion,
excludes Surfeits, Fevers and Phyfick ; which green
Wines of any kind can’t do. Pray get a pure fnug
Room, and I hope next Term to help fill your Bumper
“ with our People of the Club ; but you muft have no
¢ Bells ftirring when the Spefator comes; I forbore
¢ ringing to Dinner while he was down with e in the
¢ Country. Thank you for the little Hams and Portugal
¢ Onions;
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¢ You know
¢ my Supper is only good Che/bire Cheefe, beft Muﬁarq,
¢« a golden Pippin, attended with a Pipe of Fobn Sk’s
< Beft. 8ir Harry has ftoln all your Songs, and tells the
« Story of the sth of Nowember to Perfeétion.

Yours to ferve you,

Roger de Coverley.
¢ We've loft old Fobn fince you were here. T

Onions ; pray keep fome always by you.

Dixerit ¢ multis aliquis, quid <vizus in angues
Adjicis 2 &5 rabide tradis ovile lupz ?
Ovid. de Art. Am. lib. 3.v. 7.

But fome exclaim ; awhat Frenzy rules your Mind 2

Wou'd you increalz the Craft of Womankind ;

Teach’em new Wiles and Arts 2 As avell you may

Iuftruét a Suake to bite, or Wolf 1o prey.
CoNGREVE,

NE of the Fathers, if I am rightly informed, has
defined a Woman to be Laor giabrospoy, am
Animal that delights in Finery. I have already

treated of the Sex in two or three Papers, conformably
to this Definition, and have in partizular obferved, that
in all Ages they have been more careful than the Men
to adorn that Part of the Head, which we generally call
the Outfide.

THIS Obfervation is {o very notorious, that when in.
ordinary Difcourfe we fay a Man has a fine Head, a long
Head, or a good Head, we exprefs ourfelves metaphori-
cally, and fpeak in relation to his Underftanding ; whereas
when we fay of a Woman, fhe has a fine, along or a
good Head, we fpeak only in relation to her Commode.

I T is obferved among Birds, that Nature has lavifhed
all her Ornaments upon the Male, who very often ap-

ears in a moft beautiful Head-drefs: Whether it be a
Creflt, a'Comb, a Tuft of Feathers, or a natural little
. Flume,
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Plume, ere(ted like a kind of Pinacle on the very Top of
the Head. As Nature on the contrary has poured out her

, Charms in the greateft Abundance upon the Female Part

of our Species, fo they are very afliduous in beftowing
upon themfelves the fineft Garnitures of Art. The Pea-
cock, in all his Pride, does not difplay half the Colours
that appear in the Garments of a Britib Lady, when
fhe is drefled either for a Ball or a Birth-day.

BUT to return to our Female Heads. The Ladies
have been for fome time in a kind of moulting Seafon,
with regard to that Part of their Drefs, having caff great
Quartities of Ribbon, Lace, and Cambrick, and in fome
meafure reduced that Part of the human Figure to the
beautiful globular Form, which is natural to it. We
have for a great while expected what kind of Ornament
would be fubftituted in the Place of thofe antiquated
Commodes. But our Female Projettors were all the
laft Summer {o taken up with the Improvement of their
Petticoats, that they had not time to attend to any thing
elfe; but having at length fufficiently adorned their
lower Parts, they now begin to turn their Thoughts upon
the other Extremity, as well remembring the old Kitchen
Proverb, that if you light your Fire at both Ends, the
middle will fhift for itfelf.

I am engaged in this Speculation by a Sight which I
lately met wich at the Opera. As I was ftanding in the
hinder Part of the Box, I took notice of alittle Clufter of
Women fitting together in the prettieft colocred Hoods
that I ever faw. One of them was blue, another yellow,
and another Philomot; the fourth was of a Pink Colour,
and the fifth of a pale Green. I looked with as much
Pleafure upon this little party coloured Aflembly, as
upon a Bed of Tulips, and did not know at firft whether
it might not be an Embafly of Zzdian Queens ; but upon
my going about into the Pit, and taking them in Front,
I was immediately urdeceived, and faw {o much Beaut
in every Face, that I found them all to be Engli/s. Such
Eyes and Lips, Cheeks and Foreheads, could be the
Growth of no other Country. The Complexion of their
Faces hindred me from obferving any farther the Colour
of their Hoods, though I could eafily perceive by that
unfpeakable Satisfation which appeared in their Looks,

that
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that their own Thoughts were wholly taken up on thofe
pretty Ornaments they wore upon their Heads.

I am informed that this Fathion fpreads daily, info-
much that the Whig and Tory Ladies begin already to
hang out different Colours, and to fhew their Principles
in their Head-drefs. Nay if I may believe my Friend
WirLr HonEvcoms, there is a certain old Coquette
of his Acquaintance who intends to appear very fuddenly
in a Rainbow Hood, like the Zris in Dryden’s Virgil,
not queftioning but that among fuch variety of Colours
fhe fhall have a Charm for every Heart.

MY Friend WrLr, who very much values himfelf up-
on his great Infights into Galantry, tells me, that he can
already guefs at the Humour a' Lady is in by her Hood,
as the Courtiers of Morocco know the Difpofition of their
prefent Emperor by the Colour of the Drefs which he
puts on. When Melefinda wraps her Head in Flame Co-
Tour, her Heart is fet upon Execution. When fhe covers
it with Purple; I would not, fays he, advife her Lover
to approach her ; but iffhe appears in White, it is Peace,
and he may hand her out of her Box with Safety.

WiLL informs me likewife, that thefe Hoods may be
ufed 2s Signals. Why elfe, fays he, does Cornelia always
put on a Black Hood when her Hufband is gone into
the Country ?

SUCH are my Friend HoneEvcoms’s Dreams of
Galantry. For my own part, I impute this Diverfity of
Colours in the Hoods to the Diverfity of Complexion in
the Faces of my pretty Country Women. O<id in his
Art of Love has given fome Precepts as to this Parti-
cular, though I find they are different from thofe which
prevail among the Moderns. He recommends a red
ftriped Silk to the pale Complexion; White to the Brown,
and dark to the Fair. On the contrary my Friend
WiLL, who pretends to be a greater Mafter in this Art
than Owid, tells me, that the paleft Features lock the
moft agreeable in white Sarfenet ; that a Face which is
eoverflufhed appears to advantage in the deepeft Scarlet,
and that the darkeft Complexion is not a little alleviated
by a Black Hood. In fhort, he is for lofing the Colour
of the Face in that of the Hood, as a Fire burns dimly,

and a Candle goes half eut, inthe Light of the Sun.
This,
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This, fays he, your Owid himfelf has hinted, where we
treats of thefe Matters, when he tells us that the blue
Water Nymphs are drefled in Sky-coloured Garments ;
and that Jurora, who always appears in the Light of the
Rifing Sun, is robed in Saffron.

WHETHER thefe his Obfervations are juftly
grounded I cannot tell : but I haveoften known him, as
we have ftood together behind the Ladies, praife or dif-
praife the Complexion of a Face which he never faw,
from obferving the Colour of her Hood, and has been
very feldom out in thefe his Gueffes.

AS I have Nothing more at Heart than the Honour
and Improvement of the Fair Sex, I cannot conclude this:
Paper without an Exhortation to the Briti/s Ladies, that
they would excel the Women of all other Nations asmuch
in Virtue and good Senfe, as they do in Beauty ; which
they may certainly do, if they will be as induftrious to
cultivate their Minds, as they are to adorn their Bodies -
In the mean while Ifhall recommend to their moft ferious
Confideration the Saying of an old Geze# Poet,

Twani xoopG-o6 7pe7Gs 1’ & ypuoia. @

Id wvers eft, quod ego mibi puto pakmarium,
Me reperiffe, quomodo adolefcentulus
Meretricum ingenia € mores poffit nofcere :
Mature ut cum cognérit perpetud oderit.

Ter. Eun. A&. 5. Sc. 4.

1 look upon it as my Mafler-piece, that I have found out how
a young Fellow may know the Difpofition and Beha-
wtour of Harlots, and by early knowing come to derefd
them. i

O Vice or Wickednefs which People fall into frem
Indulgence to Defires which are natural to all,
ought ta place them below the Compaffion of the

virtuous Part of the World; which indeed often makes

me a little apt to fufpe&t the Sincerity of their Virtue,
who
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who are too warmly provoked at other Peoples perfonal
Sins. The unlawful Commerce of the Sexes is of all
other the hardeft to avoid ; and yet there is no one which
you fhall hear the rigider Part of Womankind fpeak of
with fo little Mercy. It is very certain that a modeft
Woman cannot abhor the Breach of Chaftity too much ;
but pray let her hate it for herfelf, and only pity it in
others. WiLL Honevcoms calls thefe over-oftended
Ladies, the Outrageoufly Virtuous. {

I do not defign to fall upon Failures in general, with
relation to the Gift of Chaftity. but at prefent only en-
ter upon that large Field, and begin with the Confide-
ration of poor and publick Whores. The other Evening
pafling along near Cowvent-Garden, I was jogged on the
Elbow as I turned into the Piazza, on the right Hand
coming out of Fames.fireet, by a flim young Girl of
about Seventeen, who with a pert Air afked me if I was
for a Pint of Wine. I donot know but Iihould have
indulged my Curiofity in having fome Chat with her,
but that [ am informed the Man of the Bumper knows
me ; and it would have made a Story for him not very
agrecable to fome Part of my Writings, though I have in
others fo frequently faid that I am wholly unconcerned
in any Scene I amin, but merely 25 a Spetator. This
Impediment being in my Way, we ftood under one of
the Arches by Twilight ; and there I could obferve i.s ex-
aét Features as I had ever feen, the moft agreeable Shape,
the fineft Neck and Bofom, in a word, the whole Perfon
of 2 Woman exquifitely Beautiful. She affeted to allure
me with a forced Wantonnefs in her Look and Air ; but
I faw it checked with Hunger and Cold : Her Eyes were
wan and eager, her Drefs thin an@ tawdry, her Mien
genteel and childith. This firange Figure gave me much
?{nguifh of Heart, and to avoid be:_ng feen with her I
went away, but could not forbear giving her a Crown.
The poor thing fighed, curtfied, and with a Blefling ex-
prefled with the utmoft Vehemence, turned from me.
This Creature is what they call zewly come upon the Town,
but who, I fuppofe, falling into cruel Hands was left in
the firit Month from her Difhonour, and expofed to pafs
through the Hands ard Difcipline of one of 1tz(gxo{'e Hags
of Hell whom we call Bawds. Bat left I fhon %z(é\ge;c;;
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fuddenly grave on this Subje&, and be myfelf outrageouf>
ly good. T fhall turn to” a Scene in one of Flercher's
Plays, where this Chara&er is drawn, and the Oecono-
my of Whoredom moft admirably defcribed. The Paf.
fage I would point to is in the third Scene of the fecond
Act of The Humorous Leeutenant. Leucippe who is Agent
for the King’s Luft, and bawds at the fame time for the
whole Court, is very pleafantly introduced, reading her
Minutes as a Perfon of Bufinefs, with two Maids, her
Inder-Secretaries, taking Inftruions at a Table before
her.  Her Women, both thofe under her prefent Tate-
lage, and thofe which fhe is laying wait for, are alpha-
betically fet down in her Book; and fhe is looking over
the Letter C, in a muttering Voice, as if between Soli-
loquy and fpeaking out, fhe fays,

Her Maidenbead «will yield me 5 let me Jee noaw ;

She is not Fifieen they fay : For ber Complexion ——m
Cloe, Cloe, Cloe, bere I have ber,

Cloe, the Daughter of a Country Gentleman s

Eer dge upon Fifteen. Now ber Complexion,

A lovely browwn 5 bere 'tis ; Eyes black and rolling,

The Body neatly built 5 fhe Sirikes a Lute awell, ~

Sings moft enticingly : Thefe Helps confider's,

Her Maidenbead awill amount 15 Jome three bundyed,

Or three hundred and fifty Crotons, *twill bear it band-

ter Father's poor, fome little Share deducied, [fomty,
o buy bim a Hunting Nage = o s

THESE Creatures are very well inftructed in the Cir-
cumftances and Manners of all who are any way related
to the Fair One whom they have a Defign upon. As Cloe
is to be purchafed with 350 Crowns, and the Father taken
off with a Pad; the Merchant’s Wife next to her, who
abounds in Plenty, is not to have downright Money, but
the mercenary Part of her Mind is engaged with a Pre-
{ent of Plate and a little Ambition. She s made to under-
ftand that it is 2 Man of Quality who dies for her. The
Examination of a young Girl for Bufinefs, and the crying
down her Value forbeing a flight Thing, together with
every other Circumftance in the Scene, are inimitably ex-
cellent, and have the true Spirit of Comedy ; tho’ it were

te
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to be wifhed the Author had added a Circumftance which
fhould make Lexucippe’s Bafencfs more odious. ;
IT muft not be thought a Digreflion from my in-
tended Speculation, to talk of Bawds in a Difcourfe upon
Wenches ; for 2 Woman of the T'own is not thoroughly
and properly fuch, without having gone through the
Educaticn of one of thefe Houfes. But the compaflionate
Cafe of very many is, that they are taken into fuch Hands
without any the leaft Sufpicion, previous Temptation, or
Admonition to what Place they are going. The laft Week
I went to an Inn in the City to inquire for fome Provi-
fions which were fent by a Waggon cut of the Country ;
and as I waitedin one of the Boxes till the Chamberlain
had looked over his Parccl, I heard anold and a young
Voicerepeating theQueftions and Refpenfes of theChuerch-
Catechifm. I thought it no Breach of Good-manners to
peep at a Crevife, and look in at People fo well empl)oy-
ed's but who fhould I fee there but the moft artful Pro-
curefs in the Town, examining a moft beautiful Country-
Girl, who had come up in the fame Waggon with my
Things, Whether fhe was avell educated, could forbear
playing ‘the Wanton awith Servants and idle Fellows, of
avbich this Town, fays fhe, is teo full : At the fame time,
Whether fbe hrew cnough of Breeding, as that if a Squ.zre
or a Gentleman, or one that was her Betters, fbould give
ber a civil Salute, fbe [bould curtfy and be humble, never-
thelefi. Her innocent forfooths, yes's, andt pleafe you's,
and fbe awould do her Endeavour, movec! the good qld
Lady to take her out of the Hands of a Country Bumkin
her Brother, and hire her for her own Maid. I ftaid till
I faw them all marched out to take.Coach ; the Brother
loaded with a great Cheefe, he prevailed upon her to take
for her Civilities to his Sifter. This poor Creature’s Fate
is not far off that of her’s whom I fpoke of above, and
itis not'to be doubted, but after fhe hasbeen long enough
a Prey'to Luft fhe will be delivered over to Famine. The
Tronical Commendation of the Induftry and Charity of
thefe - antiquated Ladies, thefe DireQors of Sin, aftexf-_
they can no longer commit it, makes vp the Beméty" 0
the inimitable Dedication to the Iflam»Dm/er, and is 3
Mafter-piece of Rallery on this Vice. But to underflan

all the Purlues of this Game the better, and to illuﬂgﬁ:
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this Subje in future Difcourfes, T muft venture myfelf,
with my Friend WLy into the Haunts of Beauty and
Galantry; from pampered Vice in the Habitations of
the Wealthy, to diftreffed indigent Wickednefs expelled
the Harbours of the Brothel. T
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Cedite Romani Scriptores, cedite.Graii,
Propert. El. 34.1. 2. v. 65, -

Give place, ye Roman, and ye Grecian Wits.

HERE is nothing in Nature fo irkfom as ges

neral Difcourfes, efpecially when they turn chiefly
i upon Words. For this Reafon I fhall wave the
Difcuffion of that Point which was ftarted fome Years
fince, whether Miltow’s Paradife Loff may be called an
Heroick Poem? Thofe who will not give it that Title,
may call it (if they pleafe) a Diwine Poem. It will be
fufficient to its Perfection, if it has in it all the Beauties
of the higheft kind of Poetry; and as for thofe who al-
ledge it is not an Herdick Poem, they advance no more
to the Diminution of it, than if they thould fay Adam is
not ZEneas, nor Eve Helen.

T fhall therefore examine it by the Rules of Epic Poe-
try, and fez whether it falls fhort. of the Ziad or Zneid,
in the Beauties which are effential to that kind of Writ-
ing. The firft thing to be confidered in an Epic Poem,
is the Fable, which is perfet or imperfet, according as
the Adtion which it relates is more or lefs fo. This Action
fhould have three Qualifications in it. Firf, It fhould be
but One A&ion. Secondly, Itthould be anintire A&ion :
and, Thirdly, It fhould be a great A&ion. To confider
the A&ion of the Ziad, Aneid, and Paradife Loft, in
thefe three feveral Lights. Homer to preferve the Unity
of his Ation haftens into the Midft of Things, as Horace
has obferved: Had he gone upto Leda’s Egg, or begun

much
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much later, even at the Rape of Heln, or the Inveft-

ing of Troy, it is manifeft that the Story of the Poem

would have been a Series of feveral A&ions. He there-

fore opens his Poem with the Difcord of his Princes, and

artfully interweaves, in the feveral fucceeding Parts of’
it, an Account of every T 'hing material which relates to

them, and had paffed before that fatal Diflenfion. After
the fame manner, £uneas makes his fuft Appearance in
the Tyrrhene Seas, and within Sight of Jtaly, becaufe the

Adtion propofed to be celebrated was that of his fettling
himfelf in Latium. But becaufe it was neceflary for the

Reader to know what had happened to him in the taking
of Troy, and in the preceding Parts of his Voyage, Zirgi/
makes his Hero relate it by way of Epifode in the fecond
and third Books of the &#nied. The Contents of both
which Books come before thofe of the firft Book in the

Thread of the Story, tho’ for preferving of this Unity
of Altion they follow them in the Difpofition of the
Poem. Milton, in imitation of thefe two great Poets,
opens his Paradife Lof with an Infernal Council plotting
the Fall of Man, which is the Action he propoied to ce-
lebrate ; and as for thofe great Aftions, which pre-
ceded, in point of Time, the Battle of the Angels, and

the Creation of the World, (which would have intirely
deftroyed the Unity of his principal A&ion, had he re-
lated them in the fame Order that they happened) he
caft them into the fifth, fixth, and feventh Books, by way
of Epifode to this noble Poem.

Arifiotle himfelf allows, that Homer has nothing to
boaft of as to the Unity of his Fable, tho’ at the {fame
time that great Critick and Philofopher endeavours to pal-
liate this Imperfection in the Greek Poet, by imputing it
in fome meafure to the very Nature of an Epic Poem.
Some have been of opinion, that the #neid al{o labours
in this Particular, and has Epifodes which may be look-
ed upon as Excrefcencies rather than as Parts of the
A&ion. On the contrary, the Poem, which we have
now under our Confideration, hath no other Epifodes
than fuch as naturally arife from the Subjeét, and yet
is filled with fuch a mudliitude of aftonithing Inci-
dents, that it gives us at the fame time a Pleafure
of the greateft Variety, and of the greateft Simpli-

city 5
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city ; uniform in its-Nature, tho’ diverfified in the Exe-
cution,

I'muft obferve alfo, that as Firgi/, inthe Poem which
was defigned to celebrate the Original of the Roman Em -
pire, has defcribed the Birth of its great Rival, the Car-
thaginian Commonwealth : Milron, with the like Art in
his Poem on the Fall of Man, has related the Fall of thofe
Angels who are his profeffed Enemies. Befides the many
other Beauties in fuch an Epifode, its running parallel
with the great A&tion of the Poem hinders it from break-
ing the Unity fo mach as another Epifode would have
done, that had not fo great an Affinity with the principal
Subje&. In fhort, this is the fame kind of Beauty which
the Criticks admire in The Spanifp Frier, or The Double
Difecvery, where the two different Plots look like Coun-
ter-parts and Copies of one another.

THE fecond Qualification required in the A&ion of
an l.‘lplc‘ Poem, is, that it fhould be an entire AGion: An
Adion is entire when it is complete in all its Parts ; or
as driftotle deferibes it, when it confifts of a Beginning, a
Middle, and an End. Nothing fhould go before it, be in-
_termxxed with it, or follow afterit, that is not related to
it. As on the contrary, no fingle Step thould be omitted
in that juit and regular Procefs which it muft be fuppofed
to take from its Original to its Confammation. Thus we
{ee the Anger of Achilles in its Birth, its Continuance and
Effe@s; and .Z7neas’s Settlement in Italy, carried on thro®
all the Oppofitions in his Way to it both by Sea and
Land. _The A&ion in Milton excels (I think) both the
former in this Particular; we fee it contrived in Hell,
executed upon Earth, and punithed by Heaven. The
Parts of it are told in the moft diftin& manner, and grow

.out of one another in the moft natural Method,

THE third Qualification of an Epic Poem is its Greaz-
nefs. ‘The Anger of Achilles was of fuch Confequence,
that it embroiled the Kings of Greece, deftroyed the He-
roes of Troy, and engaged all the Gods in Fations.
Aneas’s Settlement in Jzaly produced the Czfars, and gave
Birth to the Poman Empire. Milton’s Subject was fill
greater than either of the former ; it does not determine
the Fate of fingle Perfons or Nations, but of a whole
Species, The united Powers of Hell are joined together

for
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tion of Mankind, which they effeted in
foarrtt};:stvﬂ;:ﬁ have completed, had not Ommpo.tenhc.e
iPtfcl% interpofed. 'The p{}i‘ncipal A&}?rs ig;}{\fgr}};:‘“;’s
PerfeCiion, and Woman in her .
%ﬁiit:i}ilr.::ﬁ:s are the fallen Angels ; The Meiﬁahﬂt}hutr
Friend, and the Almighty their Proteétor. ]?B ort,
every thing that is great in the whole Circle (} : e“ﬁg’
whether within the Verge of}" .Nattgle, I;);e?:t of it, has
art afligned it in this noble J
1 l}rlc\)lpi’rogtry, as ;gn Archite&ture, not only the Who};, b?;
the principal Members, and every Part of th;m,B (;{u :
be Great. I will not prefume to fay, that the ocf) th‘i)s
Games in the £#eid, o:'i t;at 1}1 t}Qu? ]{i:d(,)fz;rheer'mlr:); ;) ot
hend Virgil's Simi ¢ b
?na;:reégxz; :;)f lt'fx}e)rfame kindgin the Jiad, as liable to any
Cenf)lrlre in this Particular; but I think we may fay, w:}tl};-t
out derogating from thofe wonderful Perfprmance;, Rer
there is an unqueftionable Magnificence in every 1dalr1 .
Paradife Loft, and indeet}i, a mutéh {igreater than could hav
agan Syftem. :
be%né%m;iﬁgz? E;);he (g}reatﬁefs of the Action, does
not only mean that it fhould be great in its Natgn;},] b;:(;
lfo in its Duration, or in other Words that it thou >
o due Length in it, as well as whz}t we properly ca
o f;xefs The juft Meafure of thiskind of Magnitude,
}cx;e"::?(plain.s by the following Similitude. An Anxl?a]ﬁ: nco
bigger than a Mite, cannot appear perfect to; e Eye,
- fe the Sight takes it in at once, and has only 2 conli
be{c iliu Idea of the Whole, and not a diftinét 1dea olg al
f:ls eF’a.rts ; if on the contiary you flhogltc}i‘ {utliléo}{;‘ey:xlv 0:1111:1
! urlongs in length, ;
ma} offdﬁg ?ﬁgfzn{gng]e Pargt of it, thatit could.notl give
1 (I)V" d an Idea of the Whole. What thefe Ammalzage
43 ll}fjl e, a very fhort or a very long Aétion wou 3
9 1\};1 mory. The firft would be, as it were,loft an
o :i“g l}; it, and the other difficult to be contain-
fwa'llqwewa:”);né Virgil have fhewn their principal A}:t
?d thi “i’ articular ; the Aétion of the. Iliad, and that of ¢ fe
m‘thl’; were in themfelves exceeding fhort, but are (;_
A)Emz'f’u]l extended and diverfified by the In;{intlon :‘)
ll)?j?}:z:{le:, a)x'ld the Machinery of Gods, with the like poeti-

recable Story,
cal Ornaments, that they make up an ag it o
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fufficient to employ the Memory without overcharging
it. Milton's A&ion is enriched with fuch a Variety of
Circumftances, that I have taken as much Pleafure in
reading the Contents of his Books, as in the beft in-
vented Story I ever met with. It is poflible, that the Tra-
ditions, on'which the Jiad and Zzeid were built, had
more Circumftances in them than the Hiftory of the Fal
of Man, asit is related in Scripture. Befides, it was eafier
for Homer and Virgil to dath the Truth with F 1étion, as
they were in no danger of offending the Religion of
their Country by it. Butas for Milion, he had not only
a very few Circamftances upon which (o raife his Poem,
but was alfo obliged to proceed with the greateft Cau-
tion in every thing that he added out of his own Inven.
tion. And, indeed, notwithftanding all the Reftraints
he was under, he has filled his Story with fo many fur-
prifing Incidents, which bear fo clofe an Analogy with
what is delivered in Holy Writ, that it is capable of
pleafing the moft delicate Reader, without giving Of-
fence to the moft fcrupulous,

THE modern Criticks have collefted from feveral
Hints in the Jiad and Zneid the Space of Time, which
is taken up by the Acion of each of thofe Pocms; but
as a great Part of Miltor’s Story was tranfacted in Regions
that lie out of the Reach of ‘the Sun and the Sphere of
Day, it is impoffible to gratify the Reader with fuch 2
Calculation, which indeed woald be more curious than
inftruive ; none of the Criticks, either Ancient or Mo.-
dern, having laid down Rules to circumfcribe the Acion
of an Epic Poem with any determin'd Number of Years,
Days or Hours.

This Piece of Criticifn on Milton’s Paradife Lot /zal/
&e carried on in the Jollowing Satardays Papers. L

w33
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Minus aptus acutis
Naribus Horum Hominum

Hor. Sat. 3.1. 1.v. 29.
Hz cannot bear the Rallery of the dge.  CrEECH.

is not that I think I have been more witty than I
’Io;ughtnof late, that at prefent !vyholly forbear any At-
tempt towards it: Iam of opinion that I ought {?me-
times to lay before the World the plain Letters o t]?;y
Correfpondents in the Artlefs Drefs in which they haiti 2{!
fend them, thatthe Reader may fee I am not Accufer :md
Judge myfelf, but that the Indi¢tment is properly an
fairlc)" laid, before I proceed againft the Criminal.

Mr. SPECTATOR,
¢ a-" S you are Speitator-General, I apply myfelf to you
€

i e following Cafe, @iz. I do not wear a
< Swordmb:z‘ I often divgrt myfelf at the Theatre, whgge
il freql;ently fee a Set of Fellows pull plain People, by
¢ way of Humour and Frolick, by the Nofe, upon fr.xvg-
¢ lous or no Occafions. A Friend of mine the other Night
« applauding what a graceful Exit Mr. Wilks 'made(,i }cln_ne
¢ of thefe Nofe-wringers overh_earmg him, Rmche hlm
¢ by the Nofe. I was in the Pit the other Night, (when
< it was very much crouded) a Gentleman leaning upon
< me, and very heavily, I very civilly requefted him Ii? }e-
< move his Hand; for which he pulled me by the ;) ei
< I would not refent it in {o publick a Place, becau{e
< was unwilling to create a Difturbance ; but have fince
¢ refleCted upon it as a thing that is unmanly and difinge-
s us, renders the Nofe-puller odious, and makes the
é ll;::}(ox; pulled by the Nofe look little and contemptible.
¢ This Grievance | humbly requeft you w;{);l@ end‘c;‘\:/our
, to redrefs. L am your ddmirer, &c.

James Eafy.
Mr.
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. Mr. SPECTATOR,

4 Y OUR Difcourfe of the 2Gth of December on
3 Love and Marriage is of fo ufeful a Kind, thatI
¢ cannot forbear adding my Thoughts to yours on that
¢ Subje@. Methinks it is a Misfortune, that the Mar-
¢ riage State, which inits own Nature is adapted to give
¢ Us the completet Happinefs this Life is capable of,
¢ fhould be fo uncomfortable a one to fo many asit daily
¢ proves. But the Mifchief generally proceeds from the
¢ unwife Choice People make. for themfelves, and an
¢ Expe&tation of Happinefs from Things not capable of
¢ giving it. Nothing but the good Qualities of the Per-
¢ fon beloved can be a Foundation for a Love of Judg-
¢ ment and Difcretion; and whoever expect Happinef(s
¢ from any Thing bat Virtue, Wifdom, Good-humour,
‘and a Similitude of Manners, will find themfelves
¢ widely miftaken. But how few are there who feek
¢ after thefe Things, and do not rather make Riches
¢ their chief if not their only Aim? How rare is it for a
¢ Man, when he engages himfelf in the Thoughts of
¢ Marriage, to place his hopes of having in fuch a Wo.-
¢ man a conftant, agreeable Companion? One who will
¢ divide his Cares and double his Joys ' Who will ma-
¢ nage that Share of his Eftate he intrufts to her Con.
¢ duét with Prudence and Frugality, govern his Houfe
¢ with Oeconomy and Difcretion, and be an Ornament
¢ to himfelf and Family ? Where fhall we find the Man
¢ who looks out for one who places her chief Happinefs
‘ in the Pra&ice of Virtue, and makes her Duty her
¢ continual Pleafure ? No: Men rather feek for Money
* as the Complement of all their Defires ; and regardlefs
¢ of what kind of Wives they take, they think Riches
¢ will be a Minifter to all kind of Pleafures, and enable
¢ them to keep Miftrefles, Horfes, Hounds, to drink,
¢ feaft, and game with their Companions, pay their Debts
¢ contralted by former Extravagancies, or fome fuch
¢ vile and unworthy End; and indulge themfelves in
¢ Pleafures which are a Shame and Scandal to haman
¢ Nature. Now as for the Women; how few of them
¢ are there who place the Happinefs of their Marriage
¢ in the having a wife and vir]t)uous Friend ? One who

Vor. IV. < wil
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i i nd juft to all, and conftant and lov-
: )mll lt):): f;a}.:;}xgu?l aWhJo with Care and D‘xlzgence »3111
. iggk after and improve thedEﬁa,te,dandn\gé;}igz: ;gruR%;
¢ ing allow whatever 1s pru er:it an coIace HElh
‘, w few are there who do not p
¥ ;)}ilriz’fs};(r)x out fhining others in Pomp a}x;d Sth}:;w ?}:32
¢ that do not think within themfelves w enf 'hyir i
o . iied {uch a rich Perfon, that none of the 2
Pseino thall appear fo fine in their Equipage, fo
e i ficent in their
§ qd ned in their Perfons, or fo magnif e
i ;‘ - iture as themfelves ¢ Thus thgu‘ Heads a{r_e he
3 "RIX: vain Ideas; and I heartily with I could fay ; ?t
. g;tuipage and Show were not the Chief Good of fo
r it is. i :
: }?al!;;)i‘*‘\’lyggr:h?: xflsz;er do both S%«}s deceive t;letzi'x:;
i exions and Difgrace upo
: fel\;{,s},\ i Err\?rgnolflte}?onourable State of Life; where-
i f tthpvz/,ouldbut corre& their depraved Tqﬁe,{mode-
e hi iyrAmbition, and place their Happinels upon
s v eOb'e&s we fhould not find Felicity in the Mar-
p'mpeéta.teJ fuc}; 2 Wonder in the World as itnow 1s.
" %*1R, if you think thefe Thoughts worth inferting
s ’sour own, be pleafed to give them a De
4 ;)T:fzgax};gull;t them pafI: abroad ; and you will oblige
)

Your Admirer,
A. B.

. Mr. SPECTATOR, o 44
' is Day walking 1n the' Street, ther
: Sh[ w::e(;}tltl)spafs){)y on the other Side of the Way
it Be utappwhofe Charms were_-fo a.ttra&mg that 1;
: Eré:;amyy,Eyes wholly on -that Side, infomuch that

d ch d to run my Nofe
¢+ neglefted my own Way, -and chance y

irect! i Polt ; which the Lady no fooner per-
» du_"e&éy ?)%??glaout into a Fit of Laughter, though }::t
] cewe{ e time fhe was fenfible th.at herfelf: was the
& Z}I\:uf:rg? my Misfortune, which in-my Opinion was
{ iiis off the Blood which wickled down my Face
; Time to acquaint her with fier :
; :flfi n\‘sgth my Refolution, wiz. never to look out of

: fe that
" my Way for onc of her Sex more: Therefore, a5

ater Aggravation of her Crime. I beingbufy’
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your humble Servant may be revenged, he defires you
to infert this in one of your next Papers, which he
hopes will be 2 Warning to all the reft of the Women-
Gazers, as well as to poor ;

Anthony Gape.
Mr.SPrECTATOR,
I Defire to know in your next, if the merry Game
of The Parfon bas Ioft his Cloke, is not mightily in
Vogue amongft the fine Ladies this Chriftmas ; be-
caufe I fee they wear Hoods of all Colours, which I
fuppofe is for that Purpofe ; If it is, and you think it
proper, I will carry fome of ‘thofe Hoods with me to
our Ladies in Yord/bire ; becaufe they injoined me to
bring them fomething from Londim that was very
New. If you can tell any Thing in which I can obey
their Commands more. agreeably, be pleafed to in-
form me, and you will extremely oblige
Your bumble Serant.
Mr.SpECcTATOR, Oxford, Dec. 29,
S INCE you appear inclined to be a Friend to the
diftrefled, T beg'you would aflit me in an Afair
under which I have fuffered very much. The reignin
Toalt-of this Place is Patetia ; 1 have purfued her with
the utmoft Diligence this T'welve-month, and find no-
thing ftands in my Way but one who flatters her more
than I can. Pride ‘is her Favourite Paflion ; ‘therefore
if you would be fo far my Friend as to make a favour-
able Mention of her in one of your Papers, I believe I
fhould not fail'in my Addreffes. The Scholars ftand in
Rows, as they did to be fure in your Time, at her
Pew-door; and fhe has all the Devotion paid to her
by a Crowd of Youths who are unacquainted” with
the Sex, and have Inexperience added ‘to their Paf-
fion: However, if it fucceeds according to my Vows,

you will make me the happieft Man in the World,
and the moft obliged amongft all

Your bumble Servants,

iMr,
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Mr. SPECTATOR,

: I Came to my Miftrefs’s Toilet this Morning, for
3 I am admitted when her Face is ftark naked :
. She frowned, and cried Pifh when I faid a Thing
X that I ftole ; and I will be judged by you whether it
. Was not very pretty. Madam, faid I, you fhall for-

bear that Part of your Drefs ; it may be well in others,
¢ but you cannot place a Patch where it does not hide a
¢ Beauty.

N® 269 Tuefday, Fan

————— Lo rariffima nofiro ;
Simplicitas Ovid. Ars Am. L. 1.v. 241,

And brings our old Simplicity again. DrypEn,
I Was this Morning furprifed with a great knocking

at the Door, when my Landlady’s Daughter came

up to me, and told me, that there was a Man
below defired to fpeak with me. Upon my atking her
who it was, fhe told me it was a very grave elderly
Perfon, but that fhe did not know his Name. I im-
mediately went down to him, and found him to be the
Coachman of my worthy Friend Sir RoceEr pE Co-
vERLEY. He told me that his Mafter came to Town
laft Night, and would be glad to take a Turn with me
in Grays-Irn Walks.  As I was wondring in myfelf
what had brought Sir RocEr to Town, not having
lately received any Letter from him, he told me that
his Mafter was come up to get a Sight of Prince
fugene, and that he defired I would immediately meet

1. .

I'was not a little pleafed with the Curiofity of the
old- Knight, though I did not much wonder at it, '
having heard him fay more than once in private Dif?
courfe, that he looked upen Prince Eugenio (for fo the

Knight
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Knight always calls him) to be a greater Man than
) ¥
S[?‘\z\i;zegr;o {ooner come into Grays-Inn Walks, but E
heard my Friend upon the Terrace hemming twu:(:1 or
thrice to kimfelf with great Vigour, for h_'e loves to ¢ e(ar
his Pipes in good Air (to make ufe of his own Phﬂra e)
and is not a little pleafed with any one who takes no-
tice of the Strength which he ftill exerts in his Morning
Helm“s/.:ts touched with a fecret Joy at the Sight ogdt}ixs
d Man, who before he {aw me was engag
%_?oonv::g.tion with a Beggar-Man that had afked an Alms
of him. I could hear my Friend chide him for not find-
ing out fome Work ; but at the fame time {faw him put
his Hand in his Pocket and give him Six pence.
OUR Salutations were very hearty on both Sides,
coniifting of mény kind Shakes of the Hand, and feve-
ral affectionate Looks which we caft upon one ano-
ther. After which the Knight told me my good Friend
his Chaplain was very well, and much at my Service,
and that the Sunday before he had made 2 moft incom-
parable Sermon out of Dr. Barrow. 1 have left,
fays he, all my Affairs in his Hands, and being willing
to lay an Obligation upon him, have depofited with him
thirty Marks, to be diftributed among his poor Pa-
rifhioners. i .
nﬂ:l E t]sxen proceeded to acquaint me with the Welfare
of WillWimble. Upon which he put his Hand into his
Fob and prefented me in his Name with a Tobacco-
Stopper, telling me that Wil had been bufy all the Be-
ginning of the Winter in turning %reat Quantities of
them ; and that he made a Prefentof one to every Gen-
tleman in the Country who has good Principles, and
fmokes. He added, that poor #// was at prefent un-
der great Tribulation, for that Tom Touchy had taken
the Law of him for cutting fome Hazel Sticks out of
i dges. !
onio}{d}gé{é gother Pieces of News which the Knight
brought from his Country-Seat, he 1nf9rmed me that
Mol White was dead ; and that about a I\aqnth after her
Death the Wind was {o very high, that it blew down
the End of one of his Barns.DBut for my own part, (as);
3
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SirRocer, Id t thi
an%r{hand At o nct think that the old Woman had
E afterwards fell into a
: fell n Account of the Diver
\Svi}:l}c{hobé;a;l }{)aﬂ‘?d mI Iuls Hdoufe during the HEIB;‘;GSA fiofrcl)sx"
= R0 , after the laudable Cuftom of hi f
i]i‘r‘r’]a}’:hkce}[:s open Houfe at Chrifimas. 1 ILSQ;AHI;ZC?_OTS,
it hatd 3 had killed eight fat Hogs for this Se";om
Y }ab ealt about his Chines verylibcrallir an1gnoj;ll’
s Hog% ,Pl;)du(;'isl;and ?hhat in particular he had fent a ﬁri%g
E AN swith a ‘pack of Card

Family in the Igarifh f o AT
. I have off ¥ e

B ; : often thought 's Si
falci\(zr R, it happens very well that Cér%ﬁ:n)mfakhs Sllc{

fal out in the iddle of Wineer. Itis the g
o ixv)orlaable T1me of the Year, when the poo Pead
5 c:? : fuffer very much from their Pogertr eoci
C/;r/]}m] técy had not good Cheer, warm Firesy Elncl

i as Gambols to fupport them. I love to o
ir poor Hearts at this feafon, and to fee thcrﬁ}()n?e
ole

Village merry i
g y in my great Hall. I
%;int;_‘t)y (t)f IVITaltDto my f{mall Beer aszllof‘:t 2ilt iorsle
ung for twelve Days to ever ; v
2y one th i
I have always a Piece of coldyBeef an?lt aczfxl/}isnf:rl’m
1 - ye

upon the Table, and am wonderful r
n}l\y. I‘e':nants pafs away a whole iil:relx}l’inple?:)ed 1to _{ee
_ their_innocent Tricks, and {maitin og s
8::; I;“:lend will I/I{{imb/e is as merry a% a:; o:}mt)}tl};z.
1w th i Trick -
o oy s a_thoufand roguifh Tricks upon thefe Oc-
I was very much deligh i
\ ghted witl i
my old Friend, which carried {o nlnuzht}gociiﬂe(}m?n 9f
He then lanched out into the Praife of the ls uirty
of Parliament for fecuring the Church of Ex /m:{te i
told me, with great Satisfaction, that he gbeh' ’ ;n.d
already began to take Effect, for that a rigid Dj(:'{‘{€ y
;xl/l?bchancti)c} to Sme at his Houfe on Ch»iftmas eBter,
ad been obfe t i i i
e, erved to eat very plentifully of his Plumb-
AFTER having difpatched all o
; ur C
er‘R OGER made fevgral Inquiries conce?-:ll?rtlrytﬁ%tlers’
;‘no particularly of his old Antagonift Sir %\N D i
}1‘{5 EPORT. He afked me with a kind of a SR F1w
whether Sir ANbrREW had not taken the Adva::;£;
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of his Abfence, to vent among them fome of his Repu-
blican Dodtrines ; but {foon after gathering up his Coun-
tenance into-a more than ordinary Seriguinefs, ‘Tell ' me
truly, fays he, don’t you think Sir AnpreEw had a
Hand in the Pope’s Proce :on———but without giving
me time to anfwer him, Well, well, fays he, 1 know .
you are a wary Man, and do not care to talk of publick
Matters. :

THE Knight then afked me, if I had feen Prince
Eugenio, and made me promife to get him 2 Stand in
fome convenicnt Place where he might have a full Sight
of that extraordinary Man, whole Prefence does fo
such Honour to the Britif’ Nation, He dwelt very
long on.the Praifes of this Great General, and I found
that, fince I was with him in the Courtry, he had
drawn many Obfervations together out of his reading in
Baker’s Chronicle, and other Authors, who always lie
in his Hall Window, which very much redound to the
Honour of this Prince.

HAVING paffed away the greateft Part of the
Morning in hearing the Knight's Reflexions, which
were partly private, and partly political, he afked me
if I would fmoke a Pipe with him over a Difh of Cofiee
at Squire’s. As I love the old Man, I take Delight
in complying with every thing that is agreeable to him,
and accordingly waited on him to the Coffee-houfe,
where his venerable Figure drew upon us the Eves of
the whole Room. He had no fooner feated himfelf at
the upper End of the high Table, but he called for a
clean Pipe, a Paper of Tobacco, a Difh of Coffee, 2
Wax-Candle, and the Supplement, with fach an Air of
Chearfulnefs and' Good-humour, that all the Boys in the
Coffee-room (who feemed to take pleafure in ferving
him) were at once employed on his feveral Errands,
infomuch that no Body elfe could come at a Difh of
Tea, till the Knight had got all his Conveniencies about

L

him.

Wednefday,
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No,

g!j?i! e;:f'm a'l;iz}!, meminitque libentins ilud,
Ruod quis deridet, quam quod probat
Hor Ep. 1.1. 2. v. 262.
50}“ what's derided by the cenfuring Crowd,
s thought on more than awhat is 74t and good.

CrREECH.

Do rot know that I have been in ore i

thefe many Years, than in beho]«in:tichg;%(}; fZ:

the Play the laft Time 7%, Scornful L?zt{y was alted.
So great an Aflembly of Ladies placed in gradual Rows
in all the Ornaments of Jewels, Silks and Colours gave
fo hively and gay an Impreflion to the Heart, that me-

thought the Seafon of the Year was vanithed ; and I did

not think it an ill Expreflion of a young Fellow who

ftoed near me, that called the Boxes Thofe Beds of Tu-
lips. It was a preity Variation of the Profpe@, when an
one of thefe fine Ladies rofe up and did Flonour to her):
felf and Friend at a Diftance, by curtfying ; and gave
Opportunity to that Friend to fhew her Charms to the
fame Advantage in returning the Salutation. Here that
ﬁ&lon. is as Izlr9per and graceful, as it is at Chufch un-
ecoming and impertinent. By the way, I

Liberty to obferve that I did n):)t fee anyy onxgl\lvﬁh(t)aieutf}ll:
ally fo full of Civilities at Church, offer at any fuch In-
decorum during any Part of the A&ion of the Play. Such
beautiful Profpeéts gladden our Minds, and when confi-
dered in general, give innocent and pleafing Ideas. He
that dwells upon any one Obje&t of Beauty may fix his
Imagination to his Difquiet ; but the Contemplation of
a whole Affembly together, is a Defence againt the In-
croachment of Defire : At leaft to me, who have taken
pai‘ns to .look atBeauty abftra&ed from the Confideration
of its being the Object of Defire ; at Power, only as it
fits upon another, without any Hopes of partaking any

Share
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Share of it; at Wifdom and Capacity, without any Pre-
tenfions to rival or envy its Acquifitions: I fay to Me,
who am really free from forming any hopes by behold-
ing the Perfons of beautiful Women, or warming myfelf
into Ambition from the Succeffes of other Men, this
World is not only a mere Scene, but a very pleafant one.
Did Mankind but know the Freedom which there is 18
keeping thus aloof from the World, I fhould have more
Imitators, than the powerfulleft Man in the Nation has
Followers. 'Tobe no Man’s Rivalin Love, or Compe-
titor in Bufinefs, is a Charaéer which if it does not re-
commend you as it ought to Benevolence among thofe
whom you live with, yet has it certainly this Effect, that
you do not ftand fo much in need of their Approbation,
as you would if you aimed at it more, in fetting your Heart
on the fame things which the Generality dote on. By this
Means, and with thiseafy Philofophy, Iam never lefs at a
Play than when I am at the Theatre ; but indeed I am
feldom fo well pleafed with A&ion as in that Place;
for moft Men follow Nature no longer than while they are
in their Night-Gowns, and all the bufy Part of the Day
arein Characters which they neither become noraétin with
Pleafure to themfelves or their Beholders. But to return
to my Ladies: I was very well pleafed to fee fo great a
Crowd of them affembled at a Play, wherein the Heroine,
as the Phrafe is, is fo juft a Picture of the Vanity of the
Sex in tormenting their Admirers. The Lady who pines
for the Man whom fhe treats with {fo much Impertinence
and Inconftancy, is drawn with much Artand Humour.
Her Refolutions to be extremely civil, but her Vanity
arifing juft at the Inftant that fhe refolved to exprefs her-
felf kindly, are defcribed as by one whohad ftudied the
Sex. But when my Admiration is fixed upon this excel-
lent Chara&er, and two or three others in the Play, I
muft confels 1 was moved with the utmoft Indignatior
at the trivial, fenfelefs, and unnatural Reprefentation of
the Chaplain. It is poffible there may be a Pedant in Holy
Orders, and we have feen one or two of them in the
World ; but fuch a Driveler as Sir Roger, {o bereft of ali
manner of Pride, which is the Charalleriftick of aPedant,
is what one would not believe could come into the Head
of the fame Man who drew the reft of the Play. The
D s Mecting
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i 5 {4
Meeting between We/ford and him thews a Wretchwithout for in the Condu of the longeft Life a;{'ger 1t% I rio"v?i?n
any Notion of the Dignity of his Funéion ; and it is out pretend, in faying this, to give myfelf Airs }‘: rIr)\q L
of all common Senfe that he fhould give an Account of tue than my Neighbours, but affert it from the Princip

himfelf asone fent four or frve Miles in a Morning on Foot
for Eggs. Tt is not to be denied, but his Part and that of
the Maid, whom he makes Love to, are excellently well
performed ; but a Thing which is blameable initfelf,
grows ftill more fo by the Succefs in the Execution of
it. It is fo mean a Thing to gratify a loofe Age with a
fcandalous Reprefentation of what ‘is reputable among
Men, not to fay what is facred, that no Beauty, no Ex-
cellénce in an Author ought to atone for it; nay, fuch
Excellence is an Aggravation of his Guilt, and an Argu-
ment that he errs againft the Conviction of his own Un-
derftanding and Confcience. Wit fhould be tried by this
Rule, and an Audience thould rife againft fuch a Scenc,
as throws down the Reputation of any thing which the
Confideration of Religion or Decency fhould preferve
from Contempt. But all this Evil arifes from this one
Corruption of Mind, that makes Men refent Offences
againft their Virtue, lefs than thofe againft their Under-

ftanding. An Author fhall write as if he thought there

was not one Man of Honour or Woman of Chattity in
the Houfe, and come off with Applaufe: For an Infult
upon all the Ten Commandments, with the little Cri-
ticks, is not fo bad as the Breach of an Unity of Time or
Place. Half Wits donot apprehend the Miferies thatmuft
neceflarily ow from Degeneracy of Manners; nor do
they know that Order is the Support of Society. Sir
Roger and his Miftrefs are Monfters of the Poets own
forming ; the Sentiments in both of them are fuch as do
not arife in Focls of their Education. We all know that
a {illy Scholar, inftead of being below every one he meets
with, is apt to be exalted above the Rank of fuch as are
really his Superiors: His Arrogance is always founded
upon particular Notions of Diftin&ion in his own Head,
accompanicd with a pedantick Scorn of all Fortune and
Preemirence, when compared with his Knowledge and
Learning. This very one Chara&er of Sir Roger, as fil-
ly asit really is, has done more towards the Difparage-
ment of Holy Orders, and confequently of Virtue itfelf,
than all the Wit that Author or any other could'make up

for

by which Mankind muft always be governed. Sahﬁe’s of
Imagination are to be oyerlook’d, when they are com-
mitted out of Warmth iff the Recommendation of what
is Praife-worthy ; but 2 deliberate advancing of Vice,
with all the Wit in the World, is as ill an Aftion as any
that comes before the Magiftrate, and ought to be re-
ceived as fuch by the People. 1

29 IS GARAPERI Bl
N©@ 271 Thurfday, Fanuary 10.

Mille trabens warios adverfo fole (GIorVE;;g, T S 4y

Drawing a thoufand Colours Sfrom the Light. ok g

Receive a double Advantage from the Letters of my
Correfpondents, firft, as they fhew me w}.nch‘ of my
Papers are moft acceptable to them ; and n the next
place as they furnifh me with Materials for new Specu-
lations. Sometimes indeed I do notmake ufe of the Let-
ter itfelf, but form the Hints of it into Plans of my own
Tavention; fometimes I take the Liberty to change the
Language or Thought into my own Way of Speaking
and Thinking, and always (if it can be done without Pre-
judice to the Senfe) omit the many Compliments and Ap-
laufes which are ufually beftowed upon me. Chad
BESIDES the two Advantages above-mentioned
which I receive from the Letters that are fent me, they
give me an Opportunity of lengthening out my Paper t})‘y
the fkilful “anagement of: the fubfcribing Part at the
End of shem, which perhaps does not alittle conduce to
. the Eafe, both of myf{elf and Reader. ' B
SOME will have it, that.I often wrnte to mziexf,
and am the only puné&ual Correfpondent I have. 1 hx;
Objeion would indeed be materialj were the Letté:; ; ‘
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communicate to the Publick ftuffed with my own Com-
mendations ; and if inftead of endeavouring to divert or
inftru&t my Readers, I admired in them the Beauty of
my own Performances. But I fhall leave thefe wife Con-
jettures to their own Imaginations, and produce the
three following Letters for the Entertainment of the Day.
S IR,
¢ Y Was laft Thurfday in an Affembly of Ladies, where
¢ R there were thirteen different coloured Hoods. Your
€ Speciator of that Day lying upon the Table, they or-
¢ dered me to read it to them, which I did with a very
¢ clear Voice, ’till I came to the Greek Verfe at the
¢ End of it. I muft confefs I was a little ftartled at its
¢ popping upon me {o unexpeétedly. However, I co-
¢ vered my Confufion as well as I could, and after
¢ having mutter’d two or three hard Words to myfelf,
¢ laugh’d heartily, and cried, 4 wery good Feff, faith.
¢ The Ladies defired me to explain it to them; but
¢ I begged their pardon for that, and told them, that
¢ if it had been proper for them to hear, they may be
¢ fure the Author would not have wrappd it up in
¢ Greek. Ithen let drop feveral Expreflions, as if there
¢ was fomething in it that was not fit to be fpoken be-
* fore a Company of Ladies. Upon which the Matron
¢ of the Aflembly, who was drefled in a Cherry-coloured
¢ Hood, commended the Difcretien of the Writer for
¢ having thrown his filthy Thoughts into Gree#, which
¢ was likely to corrupt but few of his Readers. At the
¢ fame time fhe declared herfelf very well pleafed, that
* he had not given a decifive Opinion upon the new-fa«
¢ fhioned Hoods ; for to tell you truly, fays fhe, I was
¢ afraid he would have made us afhamed to thew our
® Heads. Now, Sir, you muft know, fince this un-
¢ lucky Accident happened to me in a Company of
¢ Ladies, among-whom I paffed for a moft ingenious
¢ Man, I have confulted one who is well verfed in the
¢ Greek Language, and he affures me upon his Word,
‘ that your late Quotation means no more, than that
* Manners and not Drefs are the Ornaments of a Woman,
¢ If this comes to the Knowledge of my Female Ad-
¢ mirers, I fhall be very hard put to it to bring myi}
Sife
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‘ handfomly. In the mean while I give youthis
‘ ‘chc?}:nt, that ygu may take care hereafter not to be-
¢ tray any of your Well-wifhers into the like Incon-
¢ veniences. Itis in the Number of thefe that I beg

¢ Jeave to fubfcribe myfelf, S i

My.SPECTATOR, ,
¥ OUR Readers are fo well pleafed with your Cha-
¥ racter of Sir RogeEr DE CoVERLEY, that there
¢ appeared a fenfible Joy in every Coffee-houfe, upon
¢ hearing the old Knight was come to Town. I am now
¢ with a Knot of his Admirers, who make it their joint
¢ Requeft to you, that you would give us publu}k No-
¢ tice of the Window or Balcony where the Knight in-
¢ tends to make his Appearance. He has already given
¢ great Satisfaction to feveral who have feen him at
¢ Squire’s Coffee-honfe. If you think fit to place your
< fhort Face at Sir RoGEeRr’s Left Elbow, we fhall take
¢ the Hint, and gratefully acknowledge fo greata Favour,

Iam, S IR,
Your moft devoted humble Servant,

C. D.

$ IR,

s NOWING that you are very inquifitive after
¢ K every Thing that 1s curious in Natare, I will
« wait on you if you pleafe in the Dufk of the Evening,
« with my Show upon my Back, which I carry about
¢ with me in a Box, as only confifting of a Man, a Wo-
¢ man, and an Horfe. The two firft are married, in
¢ which State the little Cavalier has fo well acquitted
« himfelf, that his Lady is with Child. The big-bellied
< Woman, and her Hufband, with their whimfical Pal-
¢ fry, are fo very light, that when they are put together
¢ into" a Scale, an ordinary Man may weigh down the
« whole Family. The little Man is a Bully in his Na-
¢ tore; but when he grows cholerick I confine him to
¢ his Box till his Wrath is over, by which Means I have
¢ hitherto prevented him from doing Mifchief. His
« Horfe is likewife very vicious, for which Reafon I am
s forcedto tic him clofe tohis Manger witha Pack-t}‘ueTag.
e
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¢ The Woman is a Coquette.  She Struts as much as it
¢ is poflible for a Lady of two Foot high, and would
¢ ruin me in Silks, were not the Quantity that goes to
¢ a large Pin-Cuthion fufficient to make her aGown and
¢ Petticoat. She told me the other Day, that fhe heard
¢ the Ladies wore coloured Hoods, and ordered me to
¢ get her one of the fineft Blue. I am forced to com-
¢ ply with her Demands while fhe is in her prefent
¢ Condition, being very willing to have more of the
¢ fame Breed. 1 do not know. what fhe may produce me

¢ but provided it be a Show I fhall be very well fatisﬁedi

¢ Such Novelties fhould not, I think, be concealed from

¢ the Britifb Spefiator; for which Reafon I h
¢ will excufe this Prefumption in NAE bW

Your moft dutiful, moft obedient,
and moft humble Servant,

N°® 292 Friday, fanuary 11.

Longa eft injuria, longe
_Améage,( Vlrg Zn. 1. v, 345

Great is the Injury, and long the Tale.

Mr. SpEcTATOR,

HE Occafion of this Letter is of {fo orea

portance, and the Circumftances of it %ucht {};I;t
2 I know you will but think it juft to infert it
in Preference of all other Matters that can prefen;
themfelves to your Confideration. I need rot, after
I have faid this, tell you that I am in Love. The
Circumftances of my Paffion I fhall let you underfrand
as well as a difordered Mind will admit. That carfed
Pickthank Mrs. Faze ! Alas, I am railing at one to
¢ you by her Nameas familiarly as if youwere acq

CNEI N NI e L W Y

uainted
¢ with
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¢ with her as well as myfelf : But I will tell you all, as
¢ faft as the alternate. Interruptions of Love and Anger
< will give me Leave. There is a moft agreeable young
¢ Woman in the World whom I am paffionately in Love
¢ with, and from whom I have for fome fpace of Time
¢ received as great Marks of Favour as were fit for her
“ to give, or me todefire. The fuccefsful Progrefs of
¢ the Affair of all others the moft effential towards a
¢ Man’s Happinefs, gave a new Life and Spirit not on-
< 1y to my Behaviour'and Difcourfe, but alfo a certain
¢« Grace to all my A&ions in the Commerce of Life in
¢ all Things tho’ never fo remote from Love. Yoa
¢ know the predominant Paffion {preads itfelf thro’ all a
¢ Man’s Tranfa&ions, and exalts or deprefles him accord-
¢ ing to the Nature of fuch Paffion. But alas, I have not
¢ yet begun my Story, and what is making Sentences

- ¢ and Obfervations when a Man is pleading for his Life?

¢ To beginthen: This Lady has correfponded with me
¢ under the Names of Love, the my Belinda, I her
¢ Cleantbes. 'Tho’ I am thus well got into the Account
¢ of my Affair, I cannot keep in the Thread of it fo
¢ much as to give you the Charalteriof Mrs. Fane,
¢ whom I will not hide under a borrowed Name; but
¢ Jet you know that this Creature has been fince I knew
¢ her very handfom, (tho’ I will not allow her even fhe
¢ }bas been for the future) and during the Time of her
¢ Bloom and Beauty was fo great a’T'yrant to her Lovers,
¢ {o over-valued herfelf and under-rated all her Preten-
¢ ders, that they have deferted her to a Man ; and fhe
¢ knows no Comfort but that common one to all in her
¢ Condition, the Pleafure of interrupting the Amours of
< others. It is impoffible but you muft have feen feveral
¢ of thefe Volunteers in Malice, who pafs their whole
¢ Time in the moft laborious way of Life, in getting In-
¢ telligence, running from Place to Place. with new
« Whifpers, without reaping any other Benefit but the
¢ Hopes of making othersas unhappy as themfelves. Mrs.
¢ Yane happened to be at a Place where I, with many
¢ others well acquaintad with my Paffion for Belinda,
¢ paffed a Chrifimas-Evening. There was among the reft
“ a young Lady, fo free in Mirth, fo amiable in a juf:
¢ Referve that accompanied it; I wrong her to callita
s Referve,
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¢ Referve, but there appeared in her a Mirth or Chear-
¢ fulnefs which was not a Forbearance of more immode-
¢ rate Joy, but the natural Appearance of all which could
¢ flow from a Mind poflefled of an Habit of Innocence
¢ and Purity. I muft have utterly forgot Belinda to have
¢ taken no notice of one who was growing up to the fame
¢ womanly Virtues which fhine to Perfetion in her, had
¢ I not diftinguithed one who feemed to promife to the
¢ World the fame Life and Condu& with my faithful and
¢ lovely Belinda. When the Company broke up, the
¢ fine young Thing permitted me to take care of her
Home. Mrs. Jane faw my particular regard to hes,
and was informed of my attending her to her Father’s
Houfe. She came early to Belinda the next Morning,
and atked her if Mrs. Such-a-one had been with her?
No. If Mr. Such-a-one’s Lady ? No. Nor your
Coufin Such-a-one 2 No. Lord, fays Mrs. Fane,
what is the Friendfhip of Women ? Nay, they
may laugh at it. And did noone tell you any thing
of the Behaviour of your Lover Mr. #hat dye call
laft Night? But perhaps it is nothing to you that
he is to be married to young Mrs. on Tugfday
next? Belinda was here ready to die with Rage and
Jealoufy. Then Mrs. Fane goes on: I have a young
Kinfman who is Clerk to'a great Conveyancer, who

tlement. The World fays her Father gives him Two
Thoufand Pounds more than he could have with you.
I went innocently to wait on Belinda as ufual, but
was not admitted ; I writ to her, and my Letter was
‘fent back unopened. Poor Betty her Maid, who is on
my Side, has been here juft now blubbering, and told
me the whole Matter. ~She fays fhe did not think I
could be fo bafe; and that fhe is now odious to her
Miftrefs for having fo often fpoke well of me, that fhe
dare not mention me more. All our Hopes are placed
in having thefe Circumftances fairly reprefented in the
SPECTATOR, which Betty fays fhe dare not but
bring up as foon as it is brought in; and has promifed
when you have broke the Ice to own this was laid be-
tweenus: And when I can come to an Hearing, the

young Lady will fupport what we fay by her Teﬁimogy,
that
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¢ that I never {aw her but that once in my whole Life.
< Dear Sir, do got omit this true Relation, nor think it
¢ too particular ; for there are Crowds of forlorn Coquettes
¢ who intermingle themfelves with other Ladies, and
¢ contra& Familiarities out of Malice, and with ne other
¢ Defign but to blaft the Hopes of Lovers, the Expe&ta-
¢ tion of Parents, and the Berevolence of Kindred. I
¢ doubt not but I fhall be,
SR
Your moft obliged bumble Servant,

CLEANTHES.

S 1R, Wiil's Coffee-houfe, Fan. 10.

i HE other Day entring a Room adorned with the
$ Fair Sex, I offered, after the ufual Manner, to
¢ each of them a Kifs; but one, more fcornful than the
¢ reft, turned her Cheek. I did not think it proper te
¢ take any notice of it till I had afked your Advice.
Your bumble Servant,

E. S,

THE Correfpondent s defir'd t5 fay which Cheeit
the Offender turned to Lim.

ADVERTISEMENT.

From the Parith-Veftry, Fanuary 9.-
All Ladies awbo come. to Church in the New-fafbioned
Hoods, are defired to be there before Divine Service begins,
Iefi they diwvert the Attention of the Congregation.

T

4

RALPH.

Saturday,
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e Notand;_funt tibi Mores.

Hor, Ars Poet. v. 1 56,
Note awell the Manners.

AVING examined the Afiion of Faradife Lofi,
let us in the next place confider the A&ors. This
1s Ariftotle’'s Method of confidering, firft the Fable,

and fecondly thc Manners; or, as we generally call
them in Englifs, the Fable ard the Charaéters.

HO ME R has excelled all the Heroic Poets that ever
wrote' in the Multitude and Variety of his Charaéters.
Every God thaf is admitted into his Poem, a@ts a Part
which would have been fuitable to no other Deity. His
Princes are as much diftinguifhed by their Manners, 4s
by their Dominions ; and even thofe among them, whofe
Chara&ters feem wholly made up of Courage, differ from
one another as to the particular kinds of Courage in
w}ii.ch they excel. In fhort, there is fcarce a Speech or

Adion in the M5ad, which the Reader may not afcribe

to the Perfon that fpeaks or afts, witheut feeing his
Name at the Head of it.

HOMER does not only outfhine all other Poets in
the Variety, but alfo in the Novelty of his Charaers. He
has introduced among his Grecian Princes a Perfon who
had lived thrice the Age of Man, and converfed with
T hefeus, Hercules, Polsphemus, and the firft Race of Heroes.
His principal Ator is the Son of a Goddefs, not to men-
tion the Offspring of other Deities, who have likewife
a Placein his Poem, and the venerable Trojan Prince, who
was the Father of fo many Kings and Heroes. There is
in thefe feveral Chara&ers of Homer, a certain Dignity
as well as Novelty, which adapts them in a more pecu-
liar manner to the Nature of an Heroic Poem. Tho’ a¢
the fame time, to give them the greater Variety, he has
defcribed a Pulcan, that is a Buffoon among his Gods,
and a Therfites among his Mortals.

VIRGIL
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7 IRG IL falls infinitely fhort of Homer 1n tge Shvaéi;t;—
ters of his Poem, both as to their Variety anf ;c/«ate.r.
Zneas is indeed a perfet Charaer, but as hqr i;\ thc’:
tho® he’s ftil’d the Hero’s Friend, he dc‘)_es notGmg A3
whole Poem which may deferve that Txtle.h yas[,wm 9%
theus, Sergefius and Cloanthus,” are all of them
the fame Stamp and Chara&ter.

i Furtemque Gyan, fortemque Choanthum.

ind Incidents in the
THERE are indeed feveral Natural 1
Part of Afran;r:; as that of Dido cannot be fufficiently

admired. Ido rotfecany thingnew or Partx(;u}jré;;lalg‘d
nus. Pallas and Evander are yemote Lopxes&) 3 :a'l'lels "
Priam, as Loufus and Nezentius are almo 5 a}\ PN
Pallzs and Ewander. The Charatlers 0 4 n(;";ui'orget
Euryalus are beautiful, but common. We muh o
the Parts of Sinon, Camilla, and fome few othe ot os
are fine Improvements on the Greek Poct. %)nrlfﬂ ns‘,of i3
is neither that Variety nor Novelty in the e]"sd
Eneid, which we meet with in thofe of the lizaz. e
IF we look into the Charatters of M{ltaﬂ,hyv Pable
find that he has introduced all the Val:‘e?;fl\l/;ankind
was capable of receiving. The whole Species SRR
was in two Perfons at the Time to which th((: (fi&in&
his Poem is confined. We have, however, ! ournd L
Chara@ers in thefe two Perfons. We fc_c_ Man id 2ol
man in the higheft Innocence and Perfechonrhile e
moft abje& State of Guilt and Inﬁrmlty.d Lediit
Charaéters are, indeed, very common and o o o
the two firft are not only more magnificent, Hu &
new than any Charafters ei;}i&r in Virgil oxr Homer,
i in the whole Circle of Nature. : e
mde}inTON was fo fenfible of this Defe& in the Sub-

. je& of his Poem, and of the few Chara&ers it would

rd him, that he has brought into it two A&tors of a
gﬁidowy and Fi&itious Nature, in the Perfons othmBaI(\id
Death, by which means he has wrought into tﬁa nro y
of his Fable a very beautiful and well-invented Allegory.
But notwithftanding the Finenefs of this Allegory r;’)ay
atone for it in fome meafure; I cannot think th:t er-
fons of fuch a Chimerical Exiftence are prope{l: A»t(z‘r; ;n
an Epic Poem ;:becaufe there is not that mea ureboabilrit):
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bability annexed to them, which is requifite in Writings

of this kind, as I fhall fhew more at large hereafter.

7 I1RG 1L has, indeed, admitted Faze as an AQrefs in
the Ereid, but the Part the adts is very fhort, and none
of the moft admired Circumftances in that divine Work.
We find in Mock-heroic Poems, particalarly in the Dif
penfary and the Lutrin, feveral Allegorical Perfons of this
Nature, which are very beautiful in thofe Compofitions,
and may, perhaps, be ufed as an Argument, that the
Authors of them were of Opinion, fuch Charaéters might
have a Place in an Epic Work. For my own part I thould
be glad the Reader would think fo, for the fake of the
Poem I am now examining, and muft further add, that
if fuch empty unfubftantial Beings may be ever made ufe
of on this Occafion, never were any more nicely ima-
gined, and employed in more proper Aions, than thofe
of which I am now fpeaking.

ANOTHER Principal AQor in this Poem is the
great Enemy of Mankind. The Part of Ulyes in Ho-
mer’s Odyffey is very much admired by Arifiotle, as per-
plexing that Fable with very agreeable Plots and Intrica-
cies, not only by the many Adventures in his Voyage,
and the Subtilty of his Behaviour, but by the various
Concealments and Difcoveries of his Perfon in feveral
Parts of that Poem. But the crafty Being I have now
mentioned, makes a much longer Voyage than Uh/ss,
puts in pratice many more Wiles and Stratagems, and
hides himfelf under a greater Variety of Shapes and Ap-
Pearances, all of which are feverally detected, to the
great Delight and Surprife of the Reader.

W E may likewife obferve with how much Art the
Poet has varied feveral Charad&ers of the Perfons that
fpeak in his infernal Aflembly. On the contrary, how
has he -reprefented the whole Godhead exerting itfelf
towards Man in its full Benevolence under the Three-
fold Diftintion of a Creator, a Redeemer, and a Com-
forter !

NOR muft we omit the Perfon of Rapbael, who,
amidft his Tendernefs and Friendfhip for Man, fhews fuch
a Dignity and Condefcenfion in all his Speech and Beha-
viour, as are fuitable to a Superior Nature. The Angels
are indeed as much diverfified in Milton, and di&inguilh;d
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by their proper Parts, as the Gods are in Homer or Virgil,
The Reader will find nothing afcribed to Uriel, Gabriel,
Michael, or Raphael, which 1s not in a particular man-
ner fuitable to their refpective Characters. et

THERE is another Circumftance in the prmcxgal

Adors of the Jliad and Aneid, which gives a peculiar
Beauty to thofe two Poems, and was therefore contrived
with very great Judgment. I mean the Authors having
chofen, for their Heroes, Perfons who were fo nearly re-
lated to the People for whom they wrote. chilles was a
Greck, and Fneas the remote Founder of Rosme. By this
means their Countrymen (whom they principally pro-
pofed to themfelves for their Readers) were particularly
attentive to all the Parts of their Story, and fympathized
with their Heroes in all their Adventures. A Roman could
not but rejoice in the Efcapes, Succefles and Vitories of
neds, and be grieved at any Defeats, Misfortunes or
Difappointments that befel him ; as a Greet muft have
had the fame Regard for Achilles.  And it is plain, that
each of thofe Poems have loft this great Advantage,
among thofe Readers to whom their Heroes are as
Strangers, or indifferent Perfons.

MILT0O Ns Poem is admirable in this refpe&, fince
it is impoflible for any of its Readers, whatever Nation,
Country or People he may belong to, not to be related to
the Perfons who are the principal Actors in it; but what
is ftill infinitely more to its Advantage, the principal A&ors
in this Poem are not only our Progenitors, but our Repre-
fentatives. We have an a&tual Intereft in every thing
they do, and no lefs than our utmoft Happinefs is con-
cerned, and lies at ftake in all their Behaviour.

I fhall fubjoin as a Corollaryto the foregoing Remark,
an admirable Obfervation out of 4riffotle, which hath been
very much mifreprefented in the Quotations of fome Mo-
dern Criticks.” ¢ If a Man of perfe€t and confummate
¢ Virtue falls into a Misfortune, it raifes our Pity, but
¢ not our Terror, becaufe we do not fear that it may

¢ be our own Cafe, who do not refemble the Suffering
¢ Perfon.’ But as that great Philofopher adds, ¢ If we fee
¢ a Man of Virtue mixt with Infirmities, fall into any
¢ Misfortune, itdoes not only raife our Pity but our Ter-
¢ ror; becaufe we are afraid that the like Misfortunes
¢ may
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< may happen to ourfelves, who refemble the Charater
¢ of the Suffering Perfons.

I fhall take another Opportunity to obferve, that a Per-
fon of an abfolute and confummate Virtue fhould never
be introduced in Tragedy, and fhall only remark in this
Place, that the foregoing Obfervation of A4riffotle, tho’ it
may be true in other Occafions, does not hold in this ;
becaufe in the prefent Cafe, though the Perfons who fall
into Misfortune are of the moft perfe&t and confummate
Virtue, it is not to be confidered as what may poffibly
be, but what actually is our own Cafe; fince we are
embarked with them on the fame Bottom, and muft be
Partakers of their Happinefs or Mifery.

IN this, and fome other very few Inftances, 4riffotle’s
Rules for Epic Poetry (which he had drawn from his
Reflexions upon Homer ) cannot be fuppofed to quadrate
exadly with the Heroic Poems which have been made
fince his T'ime ; fince itis plain his Rules would ftill have
been more perfect, could he have perufed the Zneid
which was made fome hundred Years after his Death.

IN my next, I fhall go through other Parts of Milion's
Poem ; and hope that what I fhall there advance, as well
as what I have already written, will not only ferve as a
Comment upon Milton, but upon drifiotle.

«CRIPITCRERDPAITIERCE2IT
N° 274  Monday, Fanuary 14.

Audire eft opere pretium, procedere reftd
Qui mezchis non wullis

Hor. Sat. 2.1. 1. v. 37.
Al you, avho think the City reer can thrive,
Till ev’ry Cuckold-maker’s flay'd alize,

Attend.. P OPE,

Have uponfeveral Occafions (that have occurred fince
I firft took intc my Thoughts the prefent State  of
Fornication) weighed with myfelf, in behalf of guilty
Females, the Impulfes of Flefh and Blood, together with

the
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the Arts and Galantries of crafty Men ; and refle& with
fome Scorn that moft Part of what we in our Youth think
gay and polite, is nothing elfe but an Habit of indulging
2 Pruriency that Way. It will coft fome Labour to
bring People to {o lively a Senfe of this, as to recover the
manly Modefty in the Behaviour of my Men Readers, and
the bafhful Grace in the Faces of my Women ; but in all
Cafes which come into Debate, there are certain things
previoufly to be done before we can have a true Light
into the Subjett Matter; therefore it will, in the firft
Place, be neceffary to confider the impotent Wenchers
and induftrious Hags, who are {upplied with, and are
conftantly fupplying new Sacrifices to the Devil of Luft.
You are to know then, if you are {o happy as not to
know it already, that the great Havock which is made in
the Habitations of Beauty and Innocence, is committed
by fuch as can only lay wafte and not enjoy the Soil.
When you obferve’the prefent State of Vice and Virtue,
the Offenders are fuch as one would think fhould have
no Impulfe to what theyare purfuing; as in Bufinefs, you
{ee fometimes Fools pretend to be Xnaves, {o in P!eafure,
you will find old Men fet up for Wenchers. This latter
fort of Men are the great Bafis and Fund of Iniquity in
the Kind we are fpeaking of - You fhall have an old rich
Man often receive Scrawls from the feveral Qqalrters of
the Town, with Defcriptions of the new Wares in their
Hands, if he will pleafe to fend Word when he will be
waitedon. This Interviewis contrived, a'nd the I{mocent
is brought to fuch Indecencies as from time to time ba-
nith Shame and raife Defire. With theéfe Preparatives the
Hags break their Wards by little and little, ’till they are
brought to lofe all Apprehenfions of what fhall befal them
in the Pofleflion of younger Men. It is a common Poft-
{cript of a Hag to ayoung Fellow whom fhe invites to a
new Woman, She hbas, I affure you, Jeen none but old Mr.
Such-a-one. It pleafes the old Fellow that the Nymph
is brousht to him unadorned, and from his Bounty {he
1s accoﬁxmodated with enough to drefs her for other Lo-
vers. Thisisthe moft ordinary Method of bringing Beau-
ty and Poverty into the Poflefiion of the Town: But the
particular Cafes of kind Keepers, fkilful Pimps, and all
others who drive a feparate Trade, and are not in the g(;
ner,
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neral Society or Commerce of Sin, will require diftinct
Confideration. At the fame time that we are thus fevere
on the Abandoned, we are to reprefent the Cafe of others
with that Mitigation as the Circumftances demand. Cal-
ling Names does no Good ; to {fpeak worfe of any thing
than it deferves, does only take off from the Credit of
the Accufer, and has implicitly the Force of an Apology
in the Behalf of the Perfon accufed. We fhall therefore,
according as the Circumftances differ, vary our Appel-
lations of thefe Criminals: Thofe who offend only againft
themfelves, and are not Scandalous to Society, butout of
Deference to the fober Part of the World, have {fo much
Good left in them as to be athamed, muft not be huddled
in the common Word due to the worft of Women; but
Regard is to be had to their Circumftances when they fell,
to the uneafy Perplexity under which they lived under
fenfelefs and fevere Parents, to the Importunity of Po-
verty, to the Violence of a Paffion in its Beginning well
grounded, and all other Alleviations which make unhappy
Women refign the Charaferiftick of their Sex, Modeity.
To do otherwife than thus, would be to a& like a Pe-
“dantick Stoick, who thinks all Crimes alike, and not like
an impartial Sp EcTAT or, who looks upon them with
all the Circumftances that diminifh or enhance the Guilt.
I am in hopes, if this Subje¢t be well purfued, Women
will hereafter from their Infancy be treated with an Eye
to their future State in the World ; and not have their
Tempers made too untratable from an improper Sournefs
or Pride, or too complying from Familiarity or Forward-
nefs contra&ed at their own Houfes. After thefe Hints
on this Subje&, I fhall end this Paper with the following
genuine Letter; and defire all who think they may be
concerned in future Speculations on this Subject, to fend
in what they have to fay for themfelves for fome Inci-
dents in their Lives, in order to have proper Allowances
made for their Condu&.

Mr. SPECTATOR, : Fan. 5, 1711,
G HE Subjec of your Yefterday’s Paper is of fo
£ * great Importance, and the thorough handling of
¢ it may be fo very ufeful to the Prefervation of many
¢ aninnocent young Creature, that 1 think every onc is

* obliged
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¢ obliged to furnifh you with what Lights he can, to ex-
¢ pofe the pernicious Artsand Pratices of thofe unnatural
¢ Women called Bawds. Inorder to this the Inclofed is
¢ fent you, which is werbatim the Copy of a Letter written
¢ by a Bawd of Figure in this Town to a noble Lord. I
¢ have concealed the Names of both, my Intention being

¢ ot to expofe the Perfons but the Thing. -

T azsi S R

A, . Your humble Servant.
I Hayxfag agreatEfteem for your Honour, and a better

Opxmox} of you than of any of the Quality, makes
me acquaint you of an Affair that I hope will oblige
you to know. I have a Neice that came to Town about
a Fortnightago. Her Parents being lately dead the came
to me, expeliing to a found me in fo good a Condition
as to a fet her up in a Milliner’s Shop. Her Father gave
fourfcore Pounds with her for five Years: Her Time is
out, and fhe is not Sixteen; as pretty a black Gentle-
woman as ever you faw, a little Woman, which I know
your Lordfhip likes : well thaped, and as fine 2 Com-
plexion for Red and White as ever I faw ; I'doubt not
buE your Lordfhip will be of the fame Opinion. She
defigns to go down about a Month hence except I can
provide for her, which I cannot at prefent ; Her Father
was one with whom all he haddied with him, fo there is
four Children left deftitute ; fo if your Lordihip thinks
fit to make an Appointment where I fhall wait on you
with my Neice, by a Line or two, I ftay for your An-=
fwerr; for I have no Place fitted up fince I left my
ilcu,.f, fit to entertain your Honour. I told her fhe
ihould go with me to fee a Gentleman a very good
Friend of mine; fo I defire you to take no notice of
my Letter by reafon fhe is ignorant of the Ways of the
Lown. My Lord, Idefire if you meet us to come
alone ; forupon my Word and Honour you are the firft
that ever I mentioned her to. So I remain,

Your Lordfbip’s
; Mot bumble Servant to command.
V{) 1;‘&.' of you toburn it when you've read i, T
o 1Y, E Tucfiayy
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laid on a Table before us. An imaginary Operator opened
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; reat deal of Nicety, which, 2
the ﬁr‘{‘tdwiilt};;ﬁgcial View, appeared hkel t{l;e tI;I??d ‘:e
snahr M, bapon spphing o a0, 3

Difcovery, namely, thz
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(lglawctll?f 2he Gods is notreal Blood, but only {fomething
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like it; fo we found that the Brain of a Beaun is not real .
ike it;

Brain, but only fomething like it.

THE Pincal Gland, which many of our Modern Phi-

{melt very
be the Seat of the Soul,

1{??:?; ‘:)r; é‘;l?r)\(:? :r)\d Orangc-ﬂo»\{]eg \Nav.teé’;l :i:l:t cmatshzrlxl-_
Jai j »
compafied with a kind of horny Subfiance, R
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fand little Faces or Mirrours, which were imperceptible
to the naked Eye, infomuch that the Soul, if there had
been any here, 'muft have been always taken up in con-
templating her own Beauties.

W E obferved a long Antrum or Cavity in the Sincipur,
that was filled with Ribbons, Lace and Embroidery,
wrought together in a moft curious Piece of Network,
the Parts of which were likewife imperceptible to the
naked Eye. Another of thefe Antrums or Cavities was
ftuffed with invifible Billet. doux, Love-Letters, pricked
Dances, and other ‘Trumpery of the fame Nature. In ano-
ther we found a kind of Powder, which fet the whole
Company a Sneezing, and by the Scent difcovered itfelf
to be right Spami/h. The feveral other Cells were flored
with Commodities of -the fame kind, of which it would
be tedious to give the Reader an exat Inventory.

THERE was alarge Cavity on each fide of the Head,
which I muft not omit. That on the right Side was filled
with Fictions, Flatteries, and Falfhoods, Vows, Promifes,
and Proteftations;; that on the left with Oaths and Impre-
cations. There iffued out a Dug from each of thefe Cells,
which ran into the Root of the Tongue, where both
Joined together, and pafled forward in one common Dug
to the Tip of it. We difcovered feveral little Roads or
Canals running from the Ear into the Brain, and took par-

ticular care to trace them out through their feveral Paf.
fages. One of them extended itfelf to a Bundle of Son-
nets and little mufical Inftruments, Others ended in fe-
veral Bladders which were filled either with Wing or
Froth. But the latter Canal entered into a great Cavity
of the Skull, from whence there went another Canal jnto
the Tongue. This great Cavity was filled with 2 kind of
{pungy Subftance, which the French Anatomifts call G4
limatias, and the Engli/b Nonfenfe.,

T HE Skins ofthe Forehead were extremely tough and
thick, and, what very much furprifed us, had not in them
any fingle Blood-veflel that we were able to difcover,
either with or without our Glaffes ; from whence we con.
cluded, that the Party when alive muft have been intirely

deprived of the Faculty of Bluthing
THE Os Cribriforme was exceedingly ftuffed, and in
ut take

notice

fome Places damaged with Snuff. We could notb
b
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notice in particular of that fmall Mufcle which is not often
difcovered in Diffections, and draws the Nofe upwards,
when it exprefles the Contempt which the Owner of it
has, upon feeing any thing he does not like, or hearing
a1y thing he does not undesftand. Ineed nottell my learned
Reader, this is that Mufcle which performs the Motion fo
often mentioned by the Latin Poets, when t_hey talk of a
Man’s cocking his Nofe, ‘or playing the Rhinoceros.

W E did not find any thing very remarkable in the Eye,
faving only, that the Mufuli dmatorii, or, as we may
tranflate it into Englifh, the Ogling Mufiles, were very
much worn and decayed with ufe ; whereas on the con-
trary, the Elewvator, or the Mufcle which turns the Eye to-
wards Heaven, did not appear to have been ufed at all.

I have only mentioned in this Diffection fuch new Dif-
coveries as we were able to make, and have nottaken any
notice of thofe Parts which are to be met with in com-
mon Heads. As for the Skull, the Face, and indeed the
whole outward Shape and Figure of the Head, we could
not difcover any Difference from what we obferve in the
Feads of other Men. We were informed, that the Per-
fon to whom this Head belonged, had pafled for & Man
above five and thirty Years; during which time he Eat
and Drank like other People, drefled well, talked loud,
laugh’d frequently, and on particular Occafions had ac-
quitted himfelf tolerably at a Ball or an Affembly ; to
which one of the Company added, that a certain Knot
of Ladies took him for a Wit. He was cut off in the
Flower of his Age by the Blow of a Paring-fhovel, hav-
ing been furprifed by an eminent Citizen, as he was ten-
dring fome Civilities to his Wife. '

W H EN we had thoroughly examined this Head with
all its Apartments, and its {everal kinds of Furniture, we

at up the Brain, fuch as it was, into its proper Place,
and laid it afide under a broad Piece of Scarlet Cloth, in
order to be prepared, and kept in a great Repofitory of
Diflections ; our Operator telling us that the Preparation
would not be fo difficult as that of another Brain, for that
he had obferved feveral of the little Pipes and Tubes
which ran through the Brain were already filled with a
kind of Mercurial Subftance, which he looked upon to
bg true Quick-filver, s

PR
Vo R S Ha TR e Tace e o e 1N AR A e iensne TRISS

N° 276 The SPECTATOR. 10%

HE applied himfelf in the next Place to the Coguerse’s
Heart, which he likewife laid open with great Dexterity.
‘There occurred to us many Particularities in this Dif-
feQtion ; but being unwilling to burden my Reader’s Me-
mory too much, I fhall referve this Subject for the Spe-
culation of another Day. ; i

N® 276 Wednefday, Fanuary 6.

Errori momei wirtus pofuiffet honeflum.
Hor. Sat. 3. L 1. v. 4z,

Mifeondu? fereen'd bebind a fpecious Name,
Mr.SPECTATOR,

Hope you have Philofophy enough to be capable of
bearing the mention of your Faults. Your Papers
which regard the fallen Part of the Fair Sex, are, I
think, written with an Indelicacy, which makes them
unworthy to be inferted in the Writings of a Moralift
who knows the World. I cannot allow that you are at
liberty to cbferve upon the Aé&tions of Mankind with
the Freedom which you feem to refolve upon ; at leaft
if you do fo, you fhould take along with you the Di-
ttin&tion of Manners of the World, according to the
Quality and Way of Life of the Perfons concerned. A
Man of Breeding {peaks of even Misfortune ameng La-
dies without giving it the molt terrible Afpectit can bear =
And this Tendernefs towards them, is much more to be
preferved when you fpeak of Vices. All Mankind are for
far related, that care is to be taken, in things to which
all are liable, you do not mention what concerns one in
Terms which fhall difguft another. Thus to tell a rich
Man of the Indigence of 2 Kinfman of his, or abruptly
inform a virtuous Woman of the Lapfe of one who till
then was in the fame degree of Efteem with herfelf, is in
a kind involving each of them in fome Participation of
thofe Difadvantages. It is therefore expected from every
Writer, to treat his Argument in fuch a manner, as is
moft proper to entertain the fort of Readers to whom his
E 3 ¢ Dif.
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¢ Difcourfe is direfted. It is not neceffary when you write
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to the Tea-table, that you fhoulddraw Vices which carry
all the Horror of Shame and Contempt: If you paintan
impertinent Self-love, anartful Glarice, an affumed Com-
plexion, you fay all which you ought to fuppofe they
can poflibly be guilty of. When you talk with this Li-
mitation, you behave yourfelf {o as that you may expet
others in Converfation may fecond your Rallery ; but
when you do it in a Stile which every body elfe for-
bears in refpet to their Quality, they have an eafy Re-
medy in forbearing to read you, and hearing no more
of their Faults.
Intemperance is not to be called a Drunkard ; but the
Poule of polite Rallery, is to {peak of a Man’s Faults as
ifyou lov’d him. ~Of this nature is what was faid by
Cefar: When one was railing with an uncourtly Ve-
hemence, and broke out, What muft we call him whao
was taken i an Intrigue with another Man’s Wifc?
Cz/ar anfwered very gravely, A carelefs Fellow. 'This
was atonce a Reprimand for {peaking of a Crime which
in thofe Days had not the Abhorrence attending it as it
ought, as well as an Intimation that all intemperate Be-
haviour before Superiors lofes its Aim, by accufing in a
Method unfit for the Audience. A Word to the Wifec.
All T mean here to fay to you is; That the moft free
Perfon of Quality can go no further than being a kind
Woman ; and you fhould never fay of a Man of Figure
worfe, than that he knows the World.

lam, § 1 R,
Your riofl bumble Serrvant,

Francis Courtly.
Mr. SPECTATOR,

T Am a Woman of an unfpotted Reputation, and know
X' nothing I have ever done which fhould encourage
fuch Infolence ; but here was one the other Day, and
he was drefs’d like a Gentleman too, who took the Li-
berty to name the Words, Lufly Fellow,in my Prefence.

1 doubt not but you will refent it in behalf of,

S 1 R, Your kumble Servant,

CELIA.
Mrs

A Man that is now and then guilty of

,.".n".-".'.“.aggq.«-ahl*'\n.h"l"..‘.A-.
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Mr.SPEcTATOR,

Y OU lately put out a dreadful Paper, wherein you
promife a full Account of the State of criminat
Love; and call all the Fair who have tranfgrefled in
that kind by one very rude Name which I do not care
to repeat: But I defire to know of you whether I am
or I am not of thofe? My Cafe is as follows. I am
kept by an old Bachelor, who took me fo young,
that I knew not how he came by me : He is a Bencher
of one of the Inns of Court, a very gay healthy old
Man ; which is a very lucky thing for him, who has
been, he tells me, a Scowrer, a Scamperer, a Breaker of
Windows, an, Invader of Conftables, in the Days of
Yore, when all Dominion ended with the Day, and
Males and Females met helter fkelter, and the Scowrers
drove before them all who pretended to keep up Order
or Rule to the Interruption of Love and Honour. This
is his way of Talk, for he is very gay when he vifits
me; but as his former Knowledge of the Town has
alarmed him into an invincible Jealoufy, he keeps me
in a pair of Slippers, neat Bodice, warm Petticoats, and
my own Hair woven in Ringlets, after a Manner, he
fays, he remembers. I am not Miftrefs of one Farthing
of Money, but have all Neceffaries provided for me,
under the Guard of one who procured for him while
he had any Defires to gratify. I know nothing of 2
Wench’s Life, but the Reputation of it: Ihaveanatu-
ral Voice, and a pretty untaught Step in Dancing. His
Manner is to bring an old Fellow who has been his Ser-
vant from his Youth, and is gray-headed: This Man
makes on the Violin a certain Jiggith Noife to which I
dance, and when that is over I fing to him fome loofe
Air that has more Wantonnefs than Mufick init. You
maft have fecn a firange window’d Houfe near Hide-
Park, which is fo built that no-one can look out of any
of the Apartments ; my Rooms are after that manner,
and Inever fee Man, Woman or Child, but in Company
with the two Perfons above-mentioned. He fends me
in all the Books, Pamphlets, Plays, Operas and Songs
that come out; and his utmoft Delight in me as a Wo-
man, is to talk over all his %1d Amours in my Prefence,
4 to
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to. play with my Neck, fay tbe Time was, give me 2
Kifs, and bid me be fure to follow the Direétions of my
Guardian, (the above-mentioned Lady) and I fhall ne-
ver want. ‘The Truth of my Cafe is, I fuppofe, that
I was educated for a Purpofe he did not know he fhould
be unfit for when I came to Years. Now, Sir, whatl
afk of you, as a Cafuift, is to tell me how far in thefe
Circumftances I am innocent, though fubmifiive ; he
guilty, though impotent?

lam, § IR,
Your conflant Reader,
PUCELLA,

A a A A A A A 8 &

To the NMan calledthe SPECTAT OR.

Friend,

ORASMUCH as at the Birth of thy Labour, thou

didft promife upon thy Word, that letting alone
the Vanities that do abound, thou wouldft only endea-
vour to ftrengthen the crooked Morals of this our Ba-
tylon, 1 gave Credit to thy fair Speeches, and admit-
ted one of thy Papers, every Day fave Sunday, into my
Houfe ; for the Edification of my Daughter 7abitha,
and to the end that Sufannab the Wife of my Bofom
might profit thereby. But alas ! my Friend, [ find that
thou art a Liar, and that the Truth is not in thee; elfe
why didft thou in a Paper which thou didft lately put
forth, make mention of thofe vain Coverings for the
Heads of our Females, which thou loveft to liken unto
Tulips, and which are lately {prung up among us ? Nay
why didft thou make mention of them in fuch a feem-
ing, as if thou didft approve the Invention, infomuch
that my Daughter Tab:tha beginneth to wax wanton,
and to luft after thefe foolifh Vanities? Surely thou doft
fee with the Eyes cfthe Flefh. Verily therefore, unlefs
thou doft fpeedily amend and leave off following thine
own Imaginations, I will leave off thee.

Thy. Friend as hereafter thou doft demean thyfelf,
: Hezekiah Broadbrim.
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Ovid. Met, 1. 4. v. 428:
Receive Inflruction from an Enemy.

Prefume I need not inform thePolite Part of my-

Readers, that before our Correfpondence with France

was unhappily interrupted by the War,.our Ladies had
all their Fathions from: thence; which the Milliners took:
care to furnifh them with by means of a Jointed Baby,.
that came regularly over,. once a Month, habited after
the manrer of the moft eminent Toafts in Paris.

{ am credibly informed, that even in the hotteft time
of the War, the Sex.madefeveral Efforts, and raifed large
Contributions towards the Importation of this woodea:
Madamoifelle.

WHETHER the Veffel they fet out was loft or-
taken, or whether its Cargo was feized on by the Officers-
of the Cuftom-houfe as a piece of Contraband Goods, I
have not yet been able to learn; it is, however,. certain
their firft Attempts were without Saccefs, to the no fmall
Difappointment of cur whole Female World ; but as their-
Conftancy and Application, in a matter of fo great Im-
portance, can never be fufficiently commended, I ams
glad to find, that in fpite of. all Oppofition, they have
at length carried their Point, of which Ireceived Advice:
by the two following Letters,

Mr. SPECT ATOR,,

“Y AM f5 great a Loverof whatever is Freach, that:
¢ & T lately difcarded: an humble Admirer, becaufe he.
¢ neither {poke that Tongue, ner drank Claret.. I have.
¢ long bewailed, in fecret, the Calamities of my Sex dur-

¢ ing the War,. in all which time we have laboured under.
¢ the infappostable Inventions of Englifh Tire- Women,

¢ who, tho’ they fometimes copy indifferently well, can

“never compofe-with that Gezz they do in France.

Eitn: s 15
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¢ Iwas almoft in Defpair of ever more feeing a Model
from that dear Country, when laft Sunday I over-heard
a Lady, in the next Pew to me, whifper another, that at
the Sewen Stars in King-fireet Covent-garden, there was
a Madamoifelle completely drefled juft come from Paris.

A a 9

¢ I was in the utmoft Impatience during the remaining

part of the Service, and as foon asever it was over, hav-
ing learnt the Milliner’s Addreffe, 1 went directly to
her Houfe in King-fireet, but was told that the French
Lady was at a Perfon of Quality’s in Pall-mall, and
would not be back again ’till very late that Night. I
was therefore obliged to renew my Vifit very early this
Morning, and had then a full View of the dear Moppet
from Head to-Foot.

‘ YOU cannot imagine, worthy Sir, how ridiculoufly
I find we have all beén truffed up during the War, and
how infinitely the French Drefs excels ours.
¢ THE Mantua has no Leads in the Sleeves, and I
hope we are not lighter than the Frezch Ladies, fo as to
want that kind of Ballaft; the Petticoat has no Whale-
bone, but fits with an Air altogether galant and degagé :
the Coiffure is inexpreflibly pretty, and in fhort, the
whole Drefs has a thoufand Beauties in it, which I
would not have as yet made too publick.
¢ Ithought fit, however, to give this Notice, that you
may not be furprifed at my appearing & /z mode de Paris
on the next Birth-night. :

lam, § I R, your bumble Servant,

A A A A A& . a

& a'a a a a

e &

Teraminta,

WITHIN an Hour after I had read ‘this Letter, I
veceived another from the Owner of the Puppet.

SRy

N Saturday laft being the 12th Inftant, there ar-
O rived at my Houfe in King-fireet, Covent-Garden,
a.French Baby for the Year 1712. I have taken the ut-
moft Care to have her drefled by the moft celebrated
Tire-women and Mantua~-makess in Paris, and do not
find that Ihave any Reafon to be forry for the Expence
I have been at in her Clothes and Importation : How-
ever, as I know no Perfon who is fo good a Judge of

¢ Drefs

Q AN s A AT &
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¢ Drefs as yourfelf, if you pleafe to call at my Houfe in
¢« your Way to the City, and take a view of her, I pro-
¢ mife to amend whatever you fhall difapprove in your
¢« next Paper, before I exhibit her as a Pattern to the
¢ Publick,
Zam, § 1R,
Your moft bumble Admirer,

and moft obedient Servant,,

Betty Crofs-ftitch,

AS I am willing to do any thing inreafon forthe Ser-
vice of my Country-women, and had much rather pre-
vent Faults than find them, I went laft Night to the:
Houfe of the above-mentioned Mrs. Crofs-flitch.. As foon:
as I enter’d, the Maid of the Shop, who, I fuppofe, was:
prepared for my coming, without afking me any Quefti-
ons, introduced me to the little Damfel, and ran away to:
eall her Miftrefs.

THE Puppet was dreffed in a Cherry-coloured Gownr
and Petticoat, with a thort working Apron over it, which
difcovered her Shape to the moft Advantage. Her Hair
was cut and divided very prettily, with feveral Ribbons
fuck up and down in it. The Milliner affured me, that:
her Complexion was fuch as was worn by all the Ladies:
of the ‘beft Fafhion in Paris. Her Head was extremely
high, on which Subje having long fince declared my
Sentiments, I thall {ay nothing more to it at prefent.. I
was-alfo offended at a fmall Patch fhe wore on her Breatt,.
which I cannot fuppofe is placed there with any good:
Defign. ¥ 3

HE R Necklace was of an immoderate Length, being;
tied before in fich a manner, that the two Ends hung:
down to her Girdle; but whether thefe fupply thePlace:
of Kiffing-ftrings in our Enemy’s Country, ‘and whethes
our Britifp Badies have any occafion forthem, L fhall
leave to their ferious Confideration.

AFTER having obferved the Particulars of her Drefs,,
as I was taking a view of it altogether, the Shop-maid,
who is a pert Wench, told me that Madamoifelle hagd:
fomething very curiows in the tying of her Garters;, bue:

as
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as I pay a due Refpe even to a pair of Sticks when
they are in Petticoats, I did not examine into that Pa-
ticular. f

UPON the whole I was well enough pleafed with
the Appearance of this gay Lady, and the more fo be-
caufe the was not Talkative, a Quality very rarely to be
met with in the reft of her Country-women."

AS I was taking my leave, the Milliner farther in-
formed me, that with the Afliftance of a Watch-maker,.
who was her Neighbour, and the ingenious Mr. Powel,
¢he had alfe contrived another Puppet, which by the:
help of feveral little Springs to be wound up within it,
could move all its Limbs, and'that fhe had fent it over
to her Correfpondent in Paris to be taught the various
Leanings and Bendings of the Head, the Rifing of the
Bofom, the Curtfy and Recovery, the genteel Trip, and
the agreeable Jet, as they are new practifed in the Coust
of France.

SHE added that fhe hoped the might depend upon
having my Encouragement as foon as it arrived; but 2s
this was a Petition of teo great Importance to be an-
{wered extempore, 1 left her without Reply, and made
the beft of my way to WiLr HoNEvcomr’s Lodg-
ings, without whofe Advice I never communicate any.

thing to the Publick of this nature. X

SEROCADEPAGD

N©® 278  Friday, fanuary 18.

Sermones ego mallem
Repentes per humume——— Hor.Ep. 1.1, 2. V. 250,

Lrather choofe a loav and creeping Stile,

Mr.SPECTATOR,

S IR,
OUR having done confiderable Services in this
great City, by reifying the Diforders of Fa-
milies, and feveral Wives having preferred your

¢ Advice and Directions to thofe of their Hu!b‘ands.,

em-
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¢ emboldens me to apply to you at this time. Iama
¢ Shop-keepes, and tho’ but a young Man, I find by
¢ Experience that nothing but the utmoft Diligence
¢ both of Hufband and Wife (among trading People)
¢ can keep Affairs in any tolerable Order. My Wife
¢ at the Beginning of our Eftablifhment thewed herfelf
¢ very afliting to me in my Bufinefs as much as could
¢ lie in her Way, and I have Reafon to believe ’twas
¢ with her Inclination ; but of late fhe has got acquainted
¢ with a Schoolman, who values himfelf for his great
¢ Knowledge in the Greek Tongue. He entertains her
¢ frequently in the Shop with Difcourfes of the Beauties
¢ and Excellencies of that Language; and repeats to
¢ her feveral Paflages out of the Greet Poets, wherein
¢ he tells her there is unfpeakable Harmony and agree-
¢ able Sounds that all other Languages are wholly unac-
¢ quainted with. He has fo infatuated her with his Jar-
¢ gon, thatinftead of ufiag her former Diligence in’ the
¢ Shop, fhe now negle&ts the Affairs of the Houfe, and
¢ is wholly taken up with her Tutor in learning by
¢ heart Scraps of Greet, which fhe vents upon all Occa-
¢ fions. She,told me fome Days ago, that whereas I ufe
¢ fome Latin Infcriptions in my Shop, fhe advifed me with
¢ a great deal of Concern to have them changed into
¢ Greek ; it being a Language lefs underftood, would be
< more conformable to the Myflery of my Profeffion’;
¢ that our good Friend would be affifting to us in this
¢ Work; and that a certain Faculty of Gentlemen
¢ would find themfelves fo much obliged to me, that they
¢ would infallibly make my Fortune: In fhort her fre-
¢ quent Importunities upon this and other Imperti-

* ¢ nencies of the like nature make me very uneafy ;

¢ and if your Remonftrances have no more Effe@ upon
< her than mine, I am afraid I fhall be obliged to ruin
¢ myfelf to procure her a Settlement at Oxford with her
¢« Tator, for fhe's already too mad. for Bedlam. Now,
¢ Sir, you fee the Danger my Family is expofed to,
¢ and the Likelihood of my Wife’s becoming both trou.
¢ blefom and ufelefs, unlefs her reading herfelf in your
¢ Paper may make her reflect. = She is fo very learned
¢ that I cannot pretend by Word of Mouth to argue
¢ with her, She laugh’d out at your ending a Paper in

¢ Greek,
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¢ Greek, and faid ‘twas a Hint to Women of Litera-
¢ ture, and very civil not to tranflate it to expofe them
¢ to the vulgar. You fee how it is with,

S 1 R, Your bumble Serevant.

Mr.SPpECcTATOR,

! I F you have that Humanity and Compaffion in your
¢ & Nature that you take fuch Pains to make one
¢ think you have, you will not deny your Advice to a
¢ diftrefled Damfel, who intends to be determined by
¢ your Judgment.in a Matter of great Importance to
¢ her. You muft know then, There is an agreeable
¢ young Fellow, to whofe Perfon, Wit, and Humour
¢ no Body makes any Objeétion, that pretends to have
¢ been long in Love with me. To this I muft add,
¢ (whether it proceeds from the Vanity of my Nature,
¢ or the feeming Sincerity of my Lover, I won’t pretend
 to fay) that I verily believe he has a real Value for
¢ me: which if true, you'lll allow may juftly augment
¢ his Merit with his Miftrefs. In fhort, I am fo fenfible
¢ of his good Qualities, and what I owe to his Paffion,.
¢ that I think I could fooner refolve to give up my
¢ Liberty to him than any Body elfe, were there not
¢ an Objeétion to be made to his Fortunes, in regard
¢ they don'’t anfwer the utmoft mine may expe@ and
¢ are not fufficient to fecure me from undergoing the
¢ reproachful Phrafe fo commonly ufed, That the has
¢ played the Fool. Now, tho’ I am one of thofe few
¢ who heartily defpife Equipage, Dtamonds, and a Cox-
¢ comb, yet fince fuch oppofite Notions from mine pre-
¢ vail in the World, even amongft the beft, and fuch as-
¢ are efteemed the moft prudent People, I can't find
¢ in my Heart to refolve upon incurring the Cenfure
“ of thofe wife Folks, which I am confcious I thall do,
¢ if when I enter into a married State, I difcover a
¢ Thought beyond that of equalling, if not advancing
¢ my Fortunes. Under this Difliculty I now labour,
¢ not being in the leaft determined whether I fhall be go-
¢ verned by the vain World, and the frequent Examples
¢ I meet with, cor hearken to the Voice of my Lover, and
¢ the Motions I find in my Heart in favour of him. Sir,
¢ Your
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¢ Your Opinion and Advice in this Affair, is. the only
¢ thing I know can tarn the Balance ; and which I ear-
¢ neftly intreat I may receive foon; for ‘tlll. I have your-
¢ Thoughts upon it, Iam engaged notto give my Swain,

"¢ a final Difcharge.

¢« BESIDES the particular Obligation you will lay
¢ onme, by giving this Subjett Room in one of your
¢ Papers, ’tis poflible it may be of ufe to fome others of"
< my Sex, who will be as grateful for the Favour as,

S 1 R, Your humble Servane,

Florinda.

P. S. Tozell you the Truth I am married'to bim already,.
but proy fay fomething to juflify me.

Mr. SPECTATOR,

f OU will forgive us Profeflors of Mufick if we
: Y make a fecond Application to you, in order to
¢ promote our Defign of exhibiting En.tertau.xmegts of’
¢ Mufick in York-buildings. Itis induftrioufly infinuated
¢ that our Intention is to deftroy Operas in general,
¢ but we beg of you toinfert this plain Explanation of
¢ ourfelves in your Paper. Our Purpofe is only to im-
¢ prove our Circumftances, by improving the Azt which
< we profefs. We fee it utterly deftroyed at prefent,.
¢ and as we were the Perfons who introduced Operas,
« we think it a groundlefs Imputation that we fhould fet
“ up againft the Opera itfelf. What we pretend to:
¢ affert is; Thatthe Songs of different Authors injudi-
¢ cioufly put together, and a foreign Tone and Manner
¢ which are expeted in every thing now performed.
« among us, has put Mufick itfelf to a ftand ; infomuch
¢ that the Ears of the People cannot now be entertained.
¢ with any thing but what has an impertinent Gaiety,
¢ without any juft Spirit, or a Languifhment of Notes,.
¢ without any Paffion or Common Senfe. We hope
¢ thofe Perfons of Senfe and Quality who- have done:
¢ us the Honour .to fubfcribe, will not ‘be afhamed
¢ of their Patronage towards us, and not receive Impref-
¢ fions that patrorifing us is being for or againft the O?e};a,
J but
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“ jut and ele
¢ formed.

Weare, S IR,

Your moff Eumble Ser-vam.r;.

Thomas. Clayton.

Nicolino Haym.

Charles Dieupart.

rmances in York-buildings i/
i

There avill ke no Perfo

after that of the Subfiription.
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¢ but truly promoting their own Diverfions in 2 more:
gant Manner than has becn hitherto per-

Reddere perfonee [eit convenientia cuique.
Hor. Ars Poet. v. 316,
He knows ahat beft befits each Characier.

E have already taken 2 general Survey of tire
Fable and Chara&ers in Milion’s Paradife Lof.
The Parts. which remain to be confidered, ac-
cording to Arifforle’s Method, are the Sentiments-and the
Language. Before Lenter upon the firft of thefe, I-muft
advertife my Reader, that it is my Defign as foon as [
have finifhed my general Reflexions on thefe four feveral
Heads, to give particular Inftances out of the Poem
which is now before us of Beauties and Imperfections
which may be obferved under each of them, as alfo of
fuch other Particulars. as may. not properly. fall under
any of them. This. I thought fit-to premife, that the
Reader may not judge too haflily of this Piece of Criti-
cifm, or-look upon itas imperfec, before he has feen the
whole Extent of it.

T HE Sentiments in'an Epic Poem are the Thoughts
and Behaviour which the Author afcribes tothe Perfons
whom he introduces, and are ju? when they are con-
formable to the Characers of the.feveral Perfons., The
Sentiments have likewile a relation to. Things as well as

Perfonss .
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d are then perfe@ when they are fuch as are
Ia’g;f;:éé e Subjeé‘t? If in cither of thefe %afea the
Poet endeavours to argue or explain, to magnity or .
minifh, to raife Love or Hatred, Pity or Terror, oSr a:i}:
other Paflion, we ought to confider whether the I;n k
ments he makes ufe of are proper for thofe Ends}.‘. ;?’Zr.
is cenfured by the Criticks for his Defe¢t as to ¢ 1}51 e
ticelar in feveral parts of the I/iad and Oté)ﬁy, t oPoet
the fame time thofe, who have treated this greaEr i
with Candour, have attributed this Defect to the d1mOt
in'which helived. It was the fault of the Age, an f!;ﬁs
of Homer, if there wants that Delicacy in {fome IV? e
Sentiments which now appears in the Works of e'?‘vs
a much inferior Genius. Befides, if there are Blemift ;
in any particular Thoughts, there is an infinite Bea;ny
in the greateft Part of them. In fhort, if there are rrfl o);'
Poets who would not have fallen into the Meanlx:ie ; .
fome of his Sentiments, there are none.w}llo cou ﬁvd
rifen up to the Greatnefs of others. Virgil has ex;;.ltem
all others in the Propricty of his Sentiments. i .
fhines likewife very much in this Particular : 'Nor mu
we omit one Confideration which adds to his Ii)Ior}our
and Reputation. Homer and Firgil introduced eg/l ons
whofe Characters are commonly known among epr;
and fuch as are to be met with either in Hxﬁory,f 0}:‘ i
ordinary Converfation. M:lton’s Charaters, moft o l; e}x;rix;
lic out of Nature, and were to be formed purely ky
own Invention. It fhews a greater Genius in Sha e]}leqr
to have drawn his Calbar, than his Hot/pur, ox Fulins
Czfar: The one was to be fup_pl‘led out of his owg
Imagination, whereas the other might have been formeh
upon Tradition, Hiftory and Obfervation. It was mufg
eafier therefore for Homer-to find proper Sentxmegts c:r
an Aflembly of Grecian Generals, than for Mi tg 0
diverfify his infernal Council with proper Charai 'f‘;fé
and infpire them with a Variety of Sen_tlments.h '
Loves of Dids and Zneas are only Copies of w gtf s
paffed between other Perfons. Adam and Ewe, e'ox(‘ie
the Fall, are a different Species from that of Mankind,
who are defcended from them; and none but a Poc;t
of the moft unbounded Invention, and the moft exqmp-1
fite Judgment, could have filled their Converfation 21‘31;-
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Behaviour with fo
State of Innocence

N OR is it fufficient for i
AN an Epic Poem to be filled
1th fuch Thoughts as are Nafura/},) unlefs it aboSnd :1-

many apt Circumftances during their

{fo with {uch as are Sublime. Virgi/ in this Particular falls

thort of Homer. He has not indeed fo m
1 any Though
:_ga;;l: L%\K and Vulgar; but at the fame ti)x’ne hasgnc::
ey yf 1 'ough.ts that are fublime and noble. The
Senrimo 1t is, Virgi/ feldom rifes into very aftonifhing
“vereup e}rlltS, where he is not fired by the J/iad. He every
e e :;)rms and pleafes us by the Force of his own
G us ; but feldom elevates and tranfports us where he
o;z, Fot fetch' his Hints from Homer.
b L?l'lONs chief Talent, and indeed his diftinguifh-
T§ xcellence, lies in the Sublimity of his Thoughts
here are others of the Moderns who rival him in every
other Part of Poetry ; but in the Greatnefs of his Senti):
zlen_ts he triumphs over all the Poets both Modern and
- ncient, Homer only excepted. It is impoffible for the
thn;igtlﬁitf::o:/ hoi (f; hl\ﬁanhto ldi‘%end itfelf with greater Ideas,
e haslaid together in his fir
and fixth Books. Thp feventh, \g}/hich defcribesftimieé?-gg:
tion of the World, is likewife wonderfully fublime, tho’
not {o apt to ftir up Emotion in the Mind ‘of the Reader.
i)or confequently fo perfect in the Epic Way ofWriting,
Reca;fe Is is filled with lefs Aéion.” Let the judicious’
. :g_a ge;s ci(;‘m};are Whaf1 Lhanginm has obferved on feveral
omer, i
e Paraa’t"ﬁ aLr:ﬁ- e will find Parallels for moft of
theFrROM what has been faid we may infer, that as
. bf are two kinds of Sentiments, the Natural and the
Pu ime, which are always to be purfued in an Heroic
oem, there are alfo two kinds of Thoughts which are
carefully to be avoided. The firft are fuch as are affefted
and unnatural ; the fecond fuch as are mean and vulgar
As f(_)r the ﬁrﬂg klpd of Thoughts, we meet with little 01:
n}:)thmg.t}_:at is like them in Virgil: He has none of
;’ ofe trifling Points and Puerilities that are fo often to
? [:net with in O«id, none of the Epigrammatick Turns
© fucarl, none of thofe fwelling Sentiments which are
IIF? requent in Statius and Cloudiar, none of thofe mixed
mbellithments of 74/5. Every thing is juft and natural.
i
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His Sentiments fhew that he had a perfect Infight into
human Nature, and that he knew every thing which
was the moft proper to affect it.

Mr. Drydes has in fome Places, which I may hereafter
take notice of, mifreprefented Firgil's way of think-
ing as to this Particular, in the Tranflation he has given «
us of the Zneid. I do not remember that Homer any
where falls into the Faults above-mentioned, which
were indeed the falfe Refinements of later Ages. Milton,
it muft be confeft, has fometimes erred in this Refpett,
as I fhall fhew more at large in another Paper; tho’
confidering how all the Poets of the Age in which he
writ were infeGed with this wrong way of thinking, he
is rather to be admired that he did not give more into
it, than that he did fometimes comply with the vi-
cious Tafte which ftill prevails fo much among Modern
Writers.

BUT fince feveral Thoughts may be natural which
are low and groveling, an Epic Poet thould not only
avoid fuch Sentiments as are unnatural or affe&ted, but
alfo fuch as are mean and vulgar. Homer has opened a
great Field of Rallery to Men of more Delicacy than
Greatnefs of Genius, by the Homelinefs of fome of his
Sentiments. But, as I have before faid, thefe are rather
to be imputed to the Simplicity of the Age in which he
lived, to which I may alfo add, of that which he de-
fcribed, than to any Imperfettion in that divine Poet.
Zoilas, among the Ancients, and Monfieor Perrault,
among the Moderns, pufhed their Ridicule very far upon
him, on account of fome fuch Sentiments. There is
1o Blemifh to be obferved in 7irgi/under this Head, and
but a very few in Milton.

I fhall "give but one Inftance of this Impropriety of
Thought m Homer, and at the fametime compare it
with an Inftance of the fame Nature, both in Virgi/ and
Milton. Sentiments, which raife Laughter, can very fel-
dom be admitted with any Decency into an Heroic
Poem, whofe Bufinefs it is to excite Paffions of a much
nobler Nature.  Homer, however, in his Charaéters of
Vulean and Therfites, in his Story of Mars and Venus,
in his Behaviour of Jrus, and in other Paflages, has been
obferved to have lapfed into. the Burlefque Charalter,

and
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and to have departed from that ferious Air which feems
effential to the Magnificence of an Epic Poem. I re-
member but one Laugh in the whole Aneid, which rifes
in the fifth Book, upon Monetes, where he is repre-
fented as thrown overboard, and drying himfelf upon
a Rock. But this Piece of Mirth is fo well timed, that
the fevereft Critick can have nothing to fay againft it;
for it is in the Book of Games and Diverfions, where
the Reader’s Mind may be fuppofed to be fufficiently
relaxed for fuch an Entertainment. The only Piece of
Pleafantry in Paradife Loff, is where the Evil Spirits are
defcribed as rallying the Angels upon the Succefs of
their new-invented Artillery, ~ This Paffage Ilook upon
to be the moft exceptionable in the whole Poem, as be-

ing nothing elfe but a String of Puns, and thofe too
very indifferent ones.

Satan bebeld their Plight,
And to his Mates thus in Derifton calld.

O Friends, avky come not on thofe Vicors proud ?
Ere-avhile they fierce avere coming, and when awe,
Ta entertain them fair avith open Front,

And Breaft, (what could we more ? ) propounded terms
Of Compofition, firaight they chang'd their Minds,
Flew off, and into firange Vagaries fell
As they would dance : yet for a Dance they feeri'd
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