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The LIFE of

. V/i ll i am Laud.

IL L 1 A M Laud, archbiihop of 
MW Canterbury, in the fixteenth centu- 

feM ry’ ™as fon of Wiliam Laud, a 
cIotI1^er °f heading, in Berkihire, 
by Lucia his wife, widow of Mr. 

John Robinfon, of Reading, and filler of Sir 
William Web, lord-mayOr of Londonin 1591. 

He was born at Reading, Oflober the fe- 
venth 1573, and educated in the free-fchool 
there; and in July 1589, went to Oxford; 
and in June the yeat following, was eleiled 
fcholar of St. John’s college there, under the 
tuition of Dr. John Buckeridge,
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In June Ц93, he was made a fellow of 
that college; and on the firft of July, in the 
year following, took the degree of batchelor 
of arts ; and, on June the twenty fixth 1^98, 
that of mailer of arts, being grammar-reader 
that year. January the fourth 1609, he was 
ordained deacon; andon April the fifth 160I, 
prieft : both which orders were conferred up­
on upon him by Dr. Young, biihop of Ro- 
chefter.

In 1602, he read a divinity leilure in St. 
John’s college, which was maintained by Mrs. 
Mag. May the fourth 1603, he was chofen 
prodor of the univerfity of Oxford ; and 
September the third following was made 
chaplain to Charles Blound earl of Devon- 
fhire. July the fixth 1604, he took the de­
gree of batchelor of divinity.

December the twenty-fixth 1605, he mar­
ried the earl of Devonihire to Penelope, then 
wife of Robert, lord Rich ; which action af­
terwards gave him the moil fenfible regret.

October the twenty-firft 1606, he preached 
a fermon at St. Mary’s at Oxford, for which 
he was queflioned by Dr. Airy, the vice-chan­
cellor. November the thirteenth 1607, he 
was induced into the vicarage of Stanford, 
in Northamptonihire ; and in April the year 
following, was made chaplain to Dr. Richard 
Neile, then biihop of Rochefter. September 
the feventeenth 1609, he preached his firft 
fermon before the king at Theobald’s ; and 
in Odober following, exchanged his advow- 
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WILLIAM LAUD, 3 
Ion of North-Kilworth, for the reftory of 
Weft-Tilbury in Eflex, in order to be near his 
patron biihop Neile, who, in May 1610, gave 
him the reflory of Cuckftone in Kent. Oc­
tober the fecond following, be refigned his 
fellowihip of St. John’s college in Oxford.

, Finding the air of Cuckftone prejudicial to 
him, he exchanged it for the living of Nor­
ton ; into which he was indufted in Novem­
ber 1610, by proxy.

About Chriftmas the fame year, the lord­
chancellor Ellefmere complained againft him 
to the king, at the inftigation of Dr. Abbot, 
archbiihop ele&. May the tenth 1611, he 
was elected prefident of St. John’s college; 
but his election being called in queftion, it was 
at laft confirmed by his majefly. The fame 
year, on the third of November, he was fworn 
the king’s chaplain. April the eighteenth 
1601, Dr. Neile, then biihop of Lincoln, 
gave him the prebend of Bugden; and De­
cember the firft 1615, conferred upon him the 
archdeaconry of Huntingdon. In November 
1616, he was advanced by his majefty to the 
deanery of Gloucefter, and attended him to­
wards Scotland, from whence he returned a 
little before him in 1617.

He refigned his living of Weft-Tilbury, 
and was indudedinto thatoflbftock, in Leicef- 
terfhire, on the fecond of Auguft 1617. Ja­
nuary the twenty-fecond 1620, he was inftalled 
prebendary of Weftminfter, having had the 
advowfon of it ten years the November be-
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fore. June the twenty-ninth 1621, the king 
gave hint the grant of the bilhopric of St. Da­
vid’s ; to which fee he was chofen on the 
tenth of Cdober following, and rcfigned the 
prefidentihip of St. John’s college on the fe- 
venteenth of November.

Shortly after, he contra&ed an intimacy 
with George Villiers, then marquifs of Buck­
ingham; before whom, and the countefs his 
mother, he had a conference with Fiiher the 
jefuit, which confirmed their attachment to 
the proteftant religion. January the twenty- 
firft 1622-3, he was indudted into the redlory of 
Creeke, in Northam ptonlhire, which he held 
in commendam with his bilhopric.

In October 1623, he incurred the difplea- 
fure of Dr. John Williams, biihop of Lincoln, 
then lord keeper of the great feal. April the 
feventeenth 1624, he became deputy-clerk of 
the clofet to king Charles I. for Dr. Neile, 
then biihop of Durham, who was indifpofed, 
and executed that office till the firft of May 
following.

February the fecond 1625-6, he officiated 
at the coronation of his majefty, as dean of 
Weftminfter; the king having commanded 
biihop Williams, the dean of that church, 
not to be prefent at that ceremony. June the 
twentieth 1626, he was nominated to the fee 
of Bath and Wells ; to which he was eledied 
on the fixteenth of Auguft. In the beginning 
of October, the fame year, he was made dean 
of the chapel royal; and April the twenty-ninth 
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1627, was made privy-counlVllor to his ma- 
W«

On the fifteenth of July 1628, he was 
tranflated to the bifliopric oi London ; and, 
about this time, his ancient acquaintance, Sir 
James Whitelocke, a judge, ufed to fay of 
him, that he was too full of fire, though a 
juil and good man ; and, that his want of ex­
perience in ftate-matters, and his too much 
zeal for the church, and hedt, if he proceeded 
in the way he was theft in/ would fet this na­
tion on fire.

April the twelfth 1630, he was defied chan ­
cellor of ’the univerfity of Oxford. In May 
1633, attended the king into Scotland ; 
and, June the fifteenth, was fworn counfellor 
of that kingdom. Auguft the fourth, the fame 
year, upon the death of archbifhop ¿Abbot, the 
king refolved to advance him to the fee of 
Canterbury.

The fame morning a perfon came to him, 
and offered him to be a cardinal. This offer 
he rejected, faying, that fomething dwelt 
within him which would not fuffer that, till 
Rome was other than it was.

September the nineteenth, he was tranflated 
to the archbifhopric of Canterbury. May the 
thirteenth he received the-teals of his being 
chofen cbancejlogof the univerfity of Dublin 
in Ireland, to which office he had been defied 
on the fourteenth of September 1633. March 
the fourteenth 1654-5, he was named one 
of the commiflioners of the exchequer, upon
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the death of Wafton, lord high-treafurer of 
England. March the fixth, 1635-6, he pro­
cured the ftaff of lord high-treafurer of Eng­
land for Dr. William Juxon, bifhop of Lon­
don. June the fourteenth 1637, he made a 
fpeech in the Star-chamber at the cenfure of 
Dr. John Baftwic, Henry Burton, B. D. and 
William Prynne, Efq.

In Oftober following, he fell under the dif- 
pleafure of her majefty, for complaining of 
the increafe and behaviour of the catholic par­
ty. In the beginning of the long parliament, 
he was attacked on account of the canons 
made by the convocation in May 1640; where­
upon he wrote a letter to Mr. Seldon, dated 
November the twenty-ninth 1640.

December the fixteenth, thefe canons were 
condemned by the houfe of commons, as con­
taining in them things contrary to the king’s 
pierogative, to the fundamental laws and fta- 
tutes of this realm, to the rights of parliament, 
to the property and liberty of the fubjeft, and 
tending to (edition and dangerous confe- 
quence.

Decembertheeighteenth, he was accufed by 
the commons of high treafon ; upon which he 
was committed to the cuilody of the uiher of 
the black rod, a^d on the firft of March to the 
Tower.

On the twelfth of March 1643-4, he was 
brought to his tryal, which lafted for twenty 
days, till the twenty-ninth of July ; and on 
the twenty-firft of September, he made his 
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WILLIAM LAUD. 7
recapitulation. November the thirteenth, a 
bill of attainder of him pafied the houfe of 
commons; and, January the iixth, 1644-5» it 
palled the houfe of lords..

He was beheaded on Tower-hill, on Fri­
day, the tenth of January, aged feventy-one 
years, thirteen weeks, and four days; and his 
body was interred in the chancel of the church 
of Alhallows, Barkin; from whence, in July, 
1663, it was removed to Oxford, and depo­
sited in the chapel of St. John’s college.

He compofed feveral pieces befides his an» 
fwer to Filher.

“ He was of low fiature,” fays Dr. H^ylin, 
but of a ftrong composition ; his Counte ­

nance chearful and ruddy ; which chearfulnefe 
and vivacity he carried with him to the very 
block, notwithftanding the afflictions of four 
years imprifonment. Of apprehenfion he was 
quick and fudden ; of a very fociable wit and 
pleafant humour; and one that knew as wel{ 
how to put off the gravity of his place and per- 
fon, when he faw occafion,. as any man living.”

The following is an authentic relation 
of the Archbiihop’s Speech on the 
fcaffold, and other circumftances- 
attending his execution.

“ Good people,
“ T HI S is an uncomfortable time to» 

preach, yet I ihall begin with a .text of fcrip—
3 4,. tute.*,.



ture; Heb xin 2, Let us run with patience 
that race which iS fet before us, looking unto 
Jeius, the author and fimiher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was fet before him, en­
dured the crofs, defpifing the ihame, and is 
fet down at the right hand of the throne of 
wod.
“I have been long in my race; and how I 

have looked to Jefus, the author and finiiher 
ot my faith,, he beft knows. I am now come 
to the end of my race, and here I find the 

■ ctois adcath of ihame; but the ihame muft 
be defpifed, or no coming to the right hand

.^fus defpifed the ihame for me, 
and God forbid but that I fhould defpife the 
ihame for him. J am going apace, as yoa 
iee, towards the red fea ; and my feet are 

• now upon the very brink of it; an argument, 
that God-is bringing me into the Land 

ot Promne; for that was the way through 
which he led his people : but, before they 
came to it, he inftituted a paifover for them • 
a lamb.it was, but it muft be eaten with lower 
herbs I ihall obey, and labour to digeft the 

■ lower herbs, as. well as the lamb ; and f ihirll 
rememoer it in the Lord’s paffbyer; I ihall 
not think of the herbs, nor be angry with the 
hand which gathereth them ; but look up only 
to him who.inftituted that, and governs thefe; 
for men can have no more power over me 
than, what is given them from above. I am 
not in love with this paflage through the Red- 
bea, for I have die wenknefs and infirmities

of

lamb.it


WILLIAM LAUD. 9 
of flefh and blood plentifully in me ; and I 
have prayed with my Saviour, ‘ Ut tranfiret 
calix ifte ; That this cup of red-wine might 
pafs from me ; bat, if not, Gvd’s will, not 
mine, be done ; and I fhall mod willingly 
drink, of this cup as deep as he p'eaies, and 
enter into this fea, yea and pafs through it, in 
the way that he fhall lead me

“ But I would have it remembered,, good 
people, that, when God’s fervants were-in this 
boillerous fea, and Aaron among them, the 
Egyptians which perfecuted them, and did, in 
a manner, drive them into that fe^/Were 
drowned in the fame waters while they were 
in purfuit of them : I know my Go'd, whom 
I ferve, is as able to deliver me from this fea 
of blood, as he was to deliver the three chil­
dren from the furnace ; and, I moil: humbly 
thank my Saviour for it, myrefolution is now 
as theirs was then : they would not worihip 
the image the king had fet up, nor will I the 
imaginations- which the people are felting 
up ; nor will I forfake the temple and the 
truth of God, to follow the bleating of Jero­
boam’s calf, in Dan and in Bethel ; and, as 
for this people, they are, at this time, mife- 
rably milled : God, of his- mercy, open their 
eyes, that they may fee the right way ; for, 
at this day, the blind lead the blind ; and, if 
they go on, both will certainly fall into the 
ditch.

“ For myfelf, I am, and I acknowledge it 
with all humility, a moll grievous finner many
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io BRITISH PLUTARCH.
•ways; by thought, word, and deed ; and I 
cannot doubt but that God hath mercy in 
ft ore for me, a poor penitent, as well as for 
other finners. I have now, upon this fad oc - 
cafion, ranfacked every corner of my heart; 
and yet, I thank God, I have not found, 
among the many, any one fin which deferves 
death by any known law of this kingdom ; 
and yet hereby I charge nothing upon my 
judges; for, if they proceed upon proof by 
valuable witneffes, I, or any other innocent, 
may be juftly condemned : and I thank God, 
though the weight of the fentence lie heavy 
upon me, I am as quiet within as ever I was 
in my life; and, though I am not only the 
frft archbiihop, but the fi r ft man, that ever 
died by an ordinance of parliament, yet fome 
of my predeceffors have gone this way, though 
not by this means ; for Elphegus was hurried 
away, and loft his head by the Danes : and 
Simon Sudbury, in the fury of Wat Tyler 
and hie fellows. Before thefe, St. John Bap- 
tift had his head danced off by a lewd woman ; 
and St. Cyprian, archbiihop of Carthage, fub- 
mitted his head to a perfecuting fword. 
Many examples, great and good; and they 
teach me patience: for I hope my caufe in 
heaven will look of another dye than the co­
lour that is put upon it here : and fome com­
fort it is to me, not only that I go the way of 
thefe great men it their feveral generations, 
but alfo that my charge, as foul as it is made, 
¿ooks like that of the Jews againft St, Paul, 
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Ads xxv. 3 ; for he was accufed for the law 
and the temple; i. e. religion: and, like that 
of St. Stephen, Ads vi. 14, for breaking the.- 
ordinances which Mofes gave ;,i. e. law and 
religion, the holy place, and the temple; 
verie 13. But you will lay, Do I then com­
pare myfelf with the integrity of St. Paul and 
St. Stephen ?. No, far be that from me ; I 
only raife a comfort to myfelf, that thefe great 
faints and fervants of God were laid at in their 
times as I am now : and it is memorable, 
that St. Paul, who helped on this accufation. 
againft St. Stephen, did after fall under the 
fame himfelf. Yea, but here’s a great cla­
mour that I would have brought in popery : 
I fhall anfwer that more fully by and by ; in 
the mean time you know what the Pharifee faid 
againft Chrift himfelf, ‘ If we let him alone, all 
men will believe in him, et vent Romani, and 
the Romans will come and take away both, 
our place and the nation.’ Here was-a caufelefs 
cry againftChrift that the Romans will come; and 
fee how juft the judgment of God was : they 
crucified Chrift for fear left the Romans fhould 
come, and his death was it which brought in 
the Romans upon them, God punching them 
■with that which they moft feared : and I pray 
God this clamour of venient Romani, of which 
I have given no caufe, help not to bring them 
in ; for the pope never had fuch a harveft in 
England fince the reformation, as he hath now ‘ 
upon the feds and divifions that are amongft us,



In the mean time, by honour and difnonour,. 
by good report and evil report, as a deceives, 
and yet true, am I paiGng through this world»; 
2 Cor. vj. 8. Some particulars alfo I think it 
not ami is to (peak of..

“ And, firft, this I ihall be bold to fpeak 
of, The king, our gracious fovereign, he hath 
been much traduced alfo for bringing in of 
popery ; but, on my confcience, of which I 
ihall give God a very prefent account, I 
know him to be as free from this charge as 
any man living; and I hold him to be as 
found a protellant, according to the religion 
by law eftablilhed, as any man in this king­
dom; and that he will venture his life as far 
and as freely for it ; and I think J do, or 
Ihould, know both his affection to religion, 
and his grounds for it, as fully as any man in 
England,

“ The fecond particular is concerning this 
great and populous city, which God blefs. 
Here hath been of late a falhion taken up, 
to;gather hands, and then go to the great 
court of this kingdom, the parliament, and 
clamour for juftice ; as if that great and wife 
court, before whom the caufes come, which 
are unknown to the many, could not, or 
would not, do juftice but at their appoint­
ment. A way which may endanger many an 
innocent man, and pluck his blood upon their 
own heads, and perhaps upon this city’s alfo: 
and this- hath been praftifcd againft myfe!4 
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the magiftrates landing and fuffering 
them to proceed from pariih. to pariih without 
check. God forgive the fetters of this ; with 
all my heart I beg it; but many well-mean­
ing people are caught by it. In St. Stephen’s 
cafe, when nothing elfe would ferve, they 
flirted up the people againft him ; and He­
rod, when he went the fame way, when he 
had killed St. James, yet he would not venture 
upon St. Peter till he found how the other 
pieafed the people: but take heed of having 

•your hands full of blood, for there is a time, 
beft known to himfelf, when God, above 
other fins, makes inquifition for blood ; and, 
when that inquifition is on foot, the Pfalmift 
tells us. That God remembers ; but that is 
not all; He remembers, and forgets not, the 
complaint of the poor; that is, whofe blood 
is fired by op preflion; verfe g, Take heed of 
this ; ’tis a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God, but then efpecially when 
he is making inquifition for blood ; and, with 
my prayers to avert it, I do heartily defire this 
city to remember the prophecy that is exprefled 
Jer. xxvi. 15.

“ The third particular is the poor church of 
England. It hath flouriflied, and been a fhel- 
ter to other neighbouring churches, when 
florms have driven upon them. But, alas.! 
now ’tis in a ftorm itfelf, and God only knows 
whether, or how it (hall get out; and, which is 
worfe than a ftorm from without, itis become 
. like: 



like an oak cleft to ihivers with wedges made 
out of its own body ; and, at every cleft, pro- 
phanenefs and irreligion is entering in, while,, 
as Profper fpeaks, in his fecond book, De 
Vitae Contemptu, cap. iv. * Men that intro­
duce prophanenefs, are cloaked over with the: 
name religionis imaginarire, of imaginary re­
ligion for we have loft the fubftance, and 
dwell too much in opinion ; and that church, 
which all the jefuits machinations could not. 
ruin, is fallen into danger by her own.

“ The laft particular, for I am not willing 
to be too long, is myfelL I was born and, 
baptized in the bofom of the church of Eng- 
land, eftabliihed by law. In that profefiion I 
have ever fince lived, and in that I come now 
to die. This is no time to diffembie with 
God, leaft of all in matter of religion, and: 
therefore I defire it may be remembered, I 
have always lived in the proteftant religion,, 
■eftabliihed in, England ; and in that I come 
now to die. What clamours and fianders I 
have endured, for labouring to keep all uni­
formity in the external fervice of God, ac­
cording to the dofhine and difcipline of this 
church, all men know, and I have abundantly- 
felt.

“ Now, at laft,. I am accufed of high-trea- 
fon in parliament; a crime which my foul, 
ever abhorred. This treafon was charged to- 
confift of theie two parts; an endeavour to 
Subvert the laws of the land, and a like en- 
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deavour to overthrow the true proteftant reli­
gion eftabliihed by law. Befides my anfwers 
to the feveral charges, I protefted my innocency 
in both houies. It was (aid, Prifoners protef- 
tations at the bar muft not be taken. I can 
bring no witnefs of my heart and the intentions 
thereof; therefore I muft come to my protef- 
tation, not at the bar, but my proteftation at 
this hour and inftant of my death ; in which I 
hope all men will be fuch charitable Chriftians, 
as not to think I would die and diffemble, 
being inftantly to give God an account of the 
truth : I do therefore, in the prefence of God, 
and his holy angels, take it upon my death. 
That I never endeavoured the fubverfion either 
of law or religion ; and I defire you all to re­
member this proteft of mine for my innocency, 
in thefe, and from all treafons whatfoever. I 
have been accufed likewifeasan enemy to par­
liaments : no, I underftand them, and the be­
nefit that comes by them, too well to be fo: 
but I did miflike the mifgovernment of fome 
parliaments many ways, and I had reafon for 
it; for, corruptio optirni eft pefiima ; there is 
no corruption in the world fo bad, as that 
whieh is of the beft thing in itfelf; for the 
better the thing is in nature, the worfe it is 
corrupted ; and that being the higheft court, 
over which no other hath jurifdidion, when 
*tis mif-informed, or mif-governed, the fubjeit 
is left without all remedy. But I have done, 
I forgive all the world, all and every of thofe 

bitter 



bitter enemies which have perfecuted me; and 
humbly defire to be forgiven of God firfl, and 
then of every man, whether I have offended 
him or not, if he do but conceive that I have. 
Lord do thou forgive me, and I beg forgivenefs 
of him ; and fo I heartily defire you to join 
in prayer with me.”

The fpeech and prayers being ended,, he 
gave the paper which he read unto Dr. Sterne, 
defiring him to fhew it to the other chaplains, 
that they might know how he departed out of 
this world ; and fo prayed God to fhew his 
mercy and bleffings on them : and noting how 
one Hind had employed himfelf, in taking a 
copy of his fpeech as it came from his mouth, 
he defired him not to do him wrong in pub­
lishing a falfe or imperfed copy; which as 
Hind promifed him to be careful of, calling 
for puniihment from above if he fhould do 
otherwife; fo hath he reafonably well performed 
his promife ; the alterations or additions which 
occur therein, being perhaps the work of 
thofe who perufed his papers, and were to au­
thorize them to public view, to fit it more 
unto the palate of the city faction, and make 
it more confident with the credit of thofe 
guilty men who had voted to his condemna­
tion.

This done, he next applied himfelf to the 
fatal block, as to the haven of his reft ; but 
finding ths way full of people^ who had 
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placed themfelves upon the theatre to behold 
the tragedy, he defired he might have room 
to die; befeeching them to let him have an 
end of his miferies, which he had endured 
very long. All which he did with fo ferene 
and calm a mind, as if he had been rather 
taking order for another man’s funeral, than 
making way unto his own.

Being come near the block, he put off his 
doublet, and ufed fome words to this effeft : 
“ God’s will be done; I am willing to go out 
of this world ; no man can be more willing to 
fend me out of it.” And feeing, through the 

" chinks of the boards, that fome people were 
got under the fcaffold, about the very place 
where the block was feated, he called on the 
officers for fome duft to flop them, or to re­
move the people thence, faying. It was no 
part of his defires, that his blood ffiould fall 
upon the heads of the people.

Never did man put off. mortality with a 
braver courage, nor look upon his bloody 
and malicious enemies with more Chriftian 
charity.

Thus far he was gone in his way towards 
paradice, with fuch a primitive magnanimity 

• as equalled, if not exceeded, the example of 
antient martyrs, when he was fomewhat inter­
rupted in his quiet pairage by one Sir John 
Ciotworthy, a fire-brand brought from Ireland 
by the earl of Warwick to encreafe the com- 
bullions. in this kingdom ; who, finding that 
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the mockings and revilings of malicious people 
had no power to move him, or iharpen him 
into any diicontent or ihew of oaffion, would 
needs put in, and try what he could do with, 
his fponge and vinegar; and, ilepping to him 
near the block, aiked him, with fuch a pur­
pole as the Scribes and Pharifees ufed to pro- 
pofe queftions to our Lord and Saviour, not 
to learn by him, but to tempt him, or to ex- 
pofe him to force difadvantage with the danders 
by, What was the comfortable!! faying which 
a dying man could have in his mouth. To 
which he meekly made this anfwer, “ Cupio 
diflblvi et effc cum Chrifto i. e. “ I defire 
to be diffolved and to be with Chrift.” Being 
aiked again. What was the fitteft fpeech a 
man could ufe, to exprefs his confidence and 
affurance; he anfwered, with the fame fpirit 
of meeknefs, That fuch affurance was to be 
found within, and that no words were able to 
exprefs it rightly. Which, when it would not 
fatisfy the troublefome and impertinent man, 
who aimed at fomething elfe than fuch fatif- 
failion, unlefs he gave force word, or place of 
fcripture, whereupon fuch affurance might be 
truly founded. He ufed fome words to this, 
eftedt, That it was the word of God concern­
ing Chrift, and his dying for us. And fo, 
without expecting any further queftions (for 
he perceived, by the manner of Sir John’s 
proceedings, that there would be no end of 
his interruptions if he harkened any longer to 

him).
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him) he turned towards his executioner (the 
gentler and difcreeter man of the two) and 
gave him money; faying, without the lead 
didemper or change of countenance, “ Here, 
honed friend, God forgive thee, and do thy 
office upon me with mercy; and, having given 
a fign when the blow ihould come, he kneeled 
down upon his knees, and prayed as follow- 
eth ;

“ Lord, I am coming as fall as I can; I 
know I mud pafs through the ihadow of death 
before that I can come to fee thee ; but it is 
umbra mortis, a mere ihadow of death, a little 
darknefs upon nature ; but thou, by thy me- 
fits and paffion, had broke through the jaws 
of death : fo, Lord, receive my foul, and have 
mercy upon me, and blefs this kingdom with 
peace and plenty, and with brotherly love and 
charity, that there may' not be this effufion of 
Chriilian blood amongd them, for Jefus 
Chrid’s fake, if it be thy will.”

Then laying his head upon the block, and 
praying filently to himfelf, he faid aloud,

Lord receive my foul 3” which was the 
iignal given to the executioner, who very 
dexterouily did his office, and took it off at a 
blow ; his foul afcending on the wings of an­
gels into Abraham’s bofom, and leaving his 
body on the fcaffold to the care of men. A 
fpeftacle fo unpleafing unto the moil of thofe 
who had defired his death with much heat and 
paffion, that many, who had come with greedy 

eyes 



eyes to fee him fuffer, went back with weep­
ing eyes when they faw him dead ; their con- 
fciences, perhaps, bearing witnefs to them, 
that they had finned in being guilty of inch, 
innocent blood.

See his charadler by lord Clarendon : “ It 
was within one week after the king’s return 
from Scotland, that Abbot died at his houfe 
at Lambeth. The king took very little time 
to confider who ihould be his fucceifor, but 
the very next time the bifnop of London (who 
was longer on his way home than the king 
had been) came to him, his majeily entertain­
ing him very chearfully with this compella- 
tion, My lord’s grace of Canterbury you are 
very welcome, and gave order the fame day 
for the difpatch of all the necefiary forms for 
the translation: fo that within a month, or 
thereabouts, after the death of the other arch- 
bifhop, he was compleatly invefted in that 
high dignity, and fettled in his palace at Lam­
beth.

This great prelate had been before in great 
favour With the duke of Buckingham, whofe- 
chief confidant he was, and by him recom­
mended to the king, as fitteft to be trufted in 
the conferring of all ecclefiaftical preferments, 
when he was but bilhop of St. David’s, or 
newly preferred to Bath and Wells; and from 
that time he entirely governed that province, 
without a rival; fo that his promotion to Can­
terbury was long forefeen, and expeded;- nor

was
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was it attended with any increase of envy, or 
diflike.

He was a man of great parts, and very ex­
emplary virtues, allayed and difcredited by 
fome unpopular natural infirmities; the greatefl 
of which was (befides a hafty, iharp way of 
exprefling himfelf) that he believed innocence 
of heart, and integrity of manners, was a guard 
ilrong enough to fecure any man in his voyage 
through this world, in what company foever 
he travelled, and through what way foever he 
was to pafs: and fare never any man was bet­
ter fupplied with that provifion. He was born 
of honeft parents, who were well able to pro­
vide forhis education in the fchools of learn­
ing, from whence they fent him to St. John’s 
college in Oxford, the worft endowed at that 
time of any in t-hat famous univerfity. From 
a fcholar he became a fellow, and then the 
prefident of the college, after he had received 
all the graces, and degrees (the proitorfnip 
and the dodorihip) could be obtained there. 
He was always maligned and perfecuted by 
thofe who were of the Calvinian faction, which 
was then very powerful, and who, according 
to their ufual maxim and pradice, call every 
man they do not love, Papift; and, under this 
fenfelefs appellation, they created him many 
troubles and vexations ; and fo far fuppreifed 
him, that though he was the king’s chaplain, 
and taken notice of for an excellent preacher, 
and a fcholar of the molt fublime parts, he had 
not any preferment to invite him to leave his

poor
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poor college, which only gave him bread, till 
the vigour of his age was paft : and when he 
was promoted by king James, it was but to a 
poor biihopric in Wales, which was not fo 
good a fupport for a biihop, as his college was 
for a private fcholar, though a doflor.

Parliaments in that time were very frequent,, 
and grew very bufy, and the party, under 
which he had fuffered a continual perfecution, 
appeared very powerful, and full of defign, 
and they who had the courage to oppofe them, 
begun to be taken notice of with approbation, 
and countenance: under this ftile he qame to 
be firft cheriihed by the duke of Buckingham, 
who had made fome experiments of the temper 
and fpirit of the other people, nothing to his 
fatisfaftion. From this time he profpered at 
the rate of his own wiihes, and being tranf- 
planted out of his cold barren diocefs of St. 
David’s, into a warmer climate, he was left, 
as was faid before, by that great favourite, in 
that great truft with the king; who was fuf- 
ficiently . indifpofed towards the perfons, or 
the principles of Calvin’s difciples.

When he came into great authority, it may 
be, he retained too keen a memory of thofe 
who had fo unjuftly, and uncharitably perfe- 
cuted him before ; and I doubt, was fo far 
tranfported with the fame paffions he had rea- 
ion to complain of in his adverfaries, that, as 
they accufed him of popery, becaufe he had 
fome doctrinal opinions which they liked not, 
though they were nothing allied to popery;
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lb he entertained too much prejudice to Tome 
perfons, as if they were enemies to the difei- 
pline of the church, becaufe they concurred 
with Calvin in feme dodrinal points; when 
they abhorred his difcipline, and reverenced 
the government of the church, and prayed for 
the peace of it with as much zeal and ferven­
cy as any in the kingdom ; as they made ma- 
nifeft in their lives, and in their fufferings 
with it, and for it. He had, from his firft en­
trance into the world, without any difguife, 
or diffimulation, declared his own opinion of 
that clafs of men, and, as foon as it was in 
his power, he did all he could to hinder the 
growth and increafe of that fadion, and to re- 
ftrain thofe who were inclined to it, from do­
ing the mifehief they defired to do. But his 
power at court could not enough qualify him 
to go through with that difficult reformation, 
whilft he had a fuperior in the church, who, 
having the reigns in his hand, could ilacken 
them according to his own humour, and in- 
diferetion ; and was thought to be the more 
remifs, to irritate hrs choleric difpofition. But 
when he had now the primacy in his own 
hand, the king being infpired with the fame 
zeal, he thought he fhould be to blame, and 
have much to anfwer for, if he did not make 
hafte to apply remedies to thofe difeafes, 
which he faw would grow apace.

The archbiihop had, all his life, eminently 
oppofed Calvin’s dodrine in thofe controver- 
fies, before the name of Arminius was taken 

notice 



notice of, or his opinions heard of; and there-' 
upon, for want of another name, they had cal­
led him a papift, which nobody believed him 
to be, and he had more manifefted the contrary 
in his difputations and writings, than moil 
men had done ; and it may be the other found 
the more fevere, and rigorous ufage from him, 
for their propagating that calumny againft 
him. He was a man of great courage and 
refolution, and being moft allured within him 
felf, that he propofed no end in all his actions 
anddefigns, but what was pious and juft (as 
fare no man had ever a heart more entire to 
the king, the church, or his country) he ne­
ver ftudied the eafieft ways to thofe ends; he 
thought, it may be, that any art or induftry 
that way, would difcredit, at leaft make the 
integrity of the end fufpeded, let the caufe be 
what it will. He did court perfons too lijtle; 
nor cared to make his defigns and purpofes ap­
pear as candid as they were, by ihewing them 
in any other drefs than their own natural beau­
ty, though perhaps in too rough a manner; 
and did not consider enough what men faid,: 
or were like to fay of him. If the faultsand 
vices were fit to be looked into and difcover-’ 
ed, let the perfons be who they would that: 
were guilty of them, they were fure to find no 
connivance of favour from him. He intended 
the difcipline of the church fliould be felt, 
as well as fpoken of, and that it fliould be ap­
plied to the greateft and moft fplendid tranf- 
grefibrs, as well as to the punifliment of 

fmaller
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fmaller offences, and meaner offenders; and 
thereupon called for, or cheriihed the difcove- 
ry of thofe who were not careful to cover their 
own iniquities, thinking they were above the 
reach of other men, or their power, or will to 
chailife. Perfons of honour and great quality, 
of the court and of the country, were everyday 
cited into the high commiffion court, upon the 
fame of their incontinence, or other fcandal in 
their lives, and were there profecuted to their 
ihame and puniihment: and as the fhame 
(which they called an infolent triumph upon 
their degree and quality, and levelling them 
with the common people) was never forgotten, 
but watched for revenge ; fo the fines impofed 
there were the more queilioned, and repined 
againft, becaufe they were affigned to the re­
building and repairing St. Paul’s church; a .d 
thought therefore to be the more feverely impof- 
ed,and the lefscompaflionately reduced and ex- 
cufed : which likewife made the jurifdiftion 
and rigour of the Star-chamber more felt, and 
murmured againft, and iharpened many mens 
humours againft the bilhops, before they had 
any ill intentions towards the church.

The archbifliop, guided purely by his zeal 
and reverence for the place of God’s fervice, 
and by the canons and injundtions of the 
church, with the cnftom obferved in the king’s 
chapel, and in moil cathedral churches, with­
out confidering the long intermifiion and dif- 
continuation in many other places, profecuted 
this affair more paflionately than was fit for the

Vol. Vl. C feafonj 



feafon; and had prejudice againit thofe, who 
out of fear, or forefigh/, or not underilanding 
the thing, had not the fame warmth to pro­
mote k. The bifhops who had been prefer­
red by his favour, or hoped to be fo, were at 
leaft as follicitous to bring it to pais in their 
feveral dioceffies; and fome of them with more 
paffion, and lefs circumfpe&ion, than they had 
his example for, or than he approved ; profe- 
cuting thofe who oppofed them, very fiercely, 
and fometimes unwarrantably, which was kept 
in remembrance. Whil-ft other biihops, not 
fo many in number, or fo valuable in weight., 
who had not been beholden to him, nor had 
any hope of being fo, were enough contented 
to give perfunftory orders for the doing it, 
and to fee the execution of thofe orders not 
minded; and not the lefs plcafed to find, 
that the prejudice of that whole tranfailion 
rcflefled folely upon the archbiihop.

The archbiihop had not been long in that 
poft, when there was another great alteration 
in the court by the death of the earl of Port­
land, high-treafurer of England ; a man fo 
jealous of the archbiihop’s credit with the 
king, that he always endeavoured to lefien it 
by all the arts and ways he could; which he 
wasfo far from effecting, that, as it ufually falls 
out, when paffion and malice make accufation, 
by fuggeiling many particulars which the 
king knew to be untrue, or believed to be no 
faults, he rather confirmed his majefty’s judg­
ment of him, and prejudiced his own reputa-

tation.
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tation. His death caufed no grief in the 
archbiihop ; who was upon it made one of the 
commiilioners of the treafury, and revenue, 
which he had reafon to be forry for, becaufe 
it engaged him in civil bufmefs, and matters of 
date, wherein he had little experience, and 
which he had hitherto avoided. But being 
obliged to it now by his truft, he entered upon 
it with his natural earneflnefs and warmth, 
making it his principal care to advance, and 
improve the king’s revenue, by all the ways 
which were offered, and fo hearkened to all 
■informations and prepofitions of that kind ; 
and having not had experience of that tribe of 
people,^ who deal in that traffic (a con­
fident, ienfelefs, and for the moft part a naugh­
ty people) he was fometimes milled by theiA, 
to think better of fome projects than they de­
served ; butthen he was fo entirely devoted to 
what would be beneficial to the king, that all 
propofitions and defigns, which were for the 
profit (only or principally) of particular per­
lons, how great foever, were oppofed and crof- 
fed, and very, often totally fupprefled, and 
hi fieri in their birth, by his power and autho­
rity ; which created him enemies enough in 
the court, and many of ability to do mifehief, 
who knew well how to recompenfe difeourte- 
fies, which they always called injuries.

1 he revenue of too many of the court con­
fided principally in enclofures, and improve­
ments of that nature, which he ftill oppofed 
;paffionately, except they were founded* upon



law; and then, if it would bring profit to 
-the king, how old and obfolete foever the law 
■was, he thought he might juftly advife the 
profecution. And fo he did a little too much 
countenance the commiffion concerning depo­
pulation, which brought much charge and trou­
ble upon the people, and was likewife call 
upon his account.

He had obferved, ard knew it mull be fo, 
that the principal officers of the revenue, who 
governed the affairs of money, had always ac- 
cefs to the king, and fpent more time with 
him in private than any of his fervants, or 
counfellors, and had thereby frequent oppor­
tunities to do good or ill offices to many men; 
of which he had had experience, when the earl 
of Portland was treafurer, and the lord Cot- 
tington chancellor of the exchequer ; neither 
of them being his friends ; and the latter (till 
enjoying his place, and having his former ac- 
cefs, and fo continuing a joint commiffioner of 
the treafurv with him, and underftandmg that 
province much better, ftill oppofed, and com­
monly carried every thing againft him ; fo 
that he was weary of the toil and vexation of 
<hat bufinefs; as all other men were, and ftill 
are, of the delays which are in all difpatches 
in that office, whilft it is executed by commif­
fion.

The treafurer’s is the greateft office of bene­
fit in the kingdom, and the chief in prece­
dence, next the archbiffiop’s, and the great- 
feal j fo that the eyes of all men were at gaze 

who
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who ihould have this great office; and the 
greateft of the nobility, who were in the chief 
employments, looked upon it as the prize of 
one of them; fuch offices commonly making 
way for more removes and preferments; when 

} Oil a fudden the Raff was put into the hands of
the biihop of London, a man fo unknown, 
that his name was fcarce heard ofin the king­
dom, who had been, within two years before, 
but a private chaplain to the king, and the 
prefiderrt of a poor college in Oxford. This 
inflamed more men than were angry before, 

j and no doubt did not only iharpen the edge
of envy and malice againft the archbiihop 
(who was the known architect of this new 
fabric) but molt unjuftly indifpofed many to­
wards the church itfelf, which they looked up­
on as the gulf ready to fwallow all the great 
offices, there being others in view, of that robe, 
who were ambitious enough to exped the 

' reft.
In the mean time the archbiihop himfelf 

was infinitely pleafed with what was done, 
and unhappily believed he had provided a 
flronger fupport for the church; and never- 
abated any thing of his feverity, and rigour 

. towards men of all conditions ; or in the iharp-
ncfs of. his language, and expreffions, which 
was fo natural to him, that he could not de­
bate any thing without fome commotion, 
when the argument was not of moment, nor 
bear contradiftion in debate, even in the coun­
cil, where all men are equally free, with that 

C 3 patience
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patience and temper that was neceffary ; of 
which, they who wiihed him not well, took 
many advantages, and would therefore con- 
tradicl him, that he might be tranfported 
with fome indecent pafficn ; which, upon a. 
ihort recollection, he was always forry for,, 
and moil readily and heartily would make ac­
knowledgement. No man fo willingly made 
unkind ufe of all thofe occafions, as the lord. 
Cottington, who, being a mailer of temper, 
and of the moft profound diffimulation, knew 
too well how to lead him into a miilake, and 
then drive him into choler, and then expofe 
him upon the matter, and the manner, to the 
judgment of the company ; and he chofe to. 
do this moil, when the king was prefent ; and' 
then he would dine with him the next day.

The king, who was exceffively affected to 
hunting, and the fports of the field, had a. 
great defire to make a great park for Red, as. 
well as fallow deer,, between Richmond and. 
Hampton-court, where he had large wailes of 
his own, and great parcels of wood, which 
made it very fit for the ufe he defigned it to : 
but as fome pariihes had 'commons in thofe 
wailes, fo,. many gentlemen and farmers, had? 
good houfes, and good farms intermingled 
with thofe wailes, of their own inheritance, or 
for their lives, or years; and without taking 
of them into the park, it would not be of the 
largenefs, or for the ufe propofed. His ma- 
jeity defired to purchafe thofe lands, and was 
very willing to buy them upon higher terms 

than.
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than the people could fell them at to any body 
elfe, if they had occafwn to part with them ; 
and thought it no unreafonable thing, upon 
thofe terms, to exped this from his fubjefts ; 
and fo he employed his own furveyor, and 
other of his officers, to treat with the owners, 
many whereof were his own tenants, whofe 
farms would atlaft expire.

The major part of the people were in a 
fhorttime prevailed with, but many very ob- 
flinately refufed; and a gentleman, who had 
the belt eftate, with a convenient houfe, and 
gardens, would by no means part with it; 
and the king being as earned: to compafs it, 
it made a great nolle, as if the king would take 
away mens eftates at his own pleafure. The 
bifhop of London, who was treafurer, and 
the lord Cottington, chancellor of the exche­
quer, were, from the frll entering upon it, 
very averfe to the defign, not only from the 
murmur of the people, but becaufe the pur­
chafe of the land, and the making a brick-wall 
about fo large a parcel of ground (for it is 
near ten miles about) would coil a greater 
fum of money than they could gafily provide, 
or than they thought' ought to be facri- 
ficed to fuch an occafion : and the lord Cot^- 
tington (who was more follicited by the 
country people, and heard moll of their mur­
murs) took the bufinefs moll to heart, audcn- 
deavoured by all the ways he could, and by 
frequent importunities, to divert his majefty 
from purfuing it, and put all delays, he could 
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well do, in the bargains which were to be 
made ; till the king grew' very angry with 
him, anti told him, “ He was refolved to go 
through with it, and had already caufed brick 
to be burned, and much of the wall to be 
built upon his own land:” upon which Cot- 
tington thought fit to acquiefce.

The building the wall before people con- 
fented to part with their land, or their com­
mon, looked to them as if by degrees they 
ihould be fhut out from both, and increafed 
the murmur and noife of the people, who 
were not concerned, as well as of them who 
were : and it was too near London not to be 
the common difcourfe. The archbilhop (who 
defired exceedingly that the king ihould be 
poifeffed as much of ihe hearts of the people 
as was poflible, at leak that they ihould have 
no juft caufe to complain) meeting with it, 
refolved to fpeak to the king of it; which he 
did ; and received fuch an anfwer from him, 
that he thought his majeily rather not inform­
ed enough of the inconvenienfiie.1, and mif- 
chiefs of the thing, than positively refolved 
rot to defift from it. Whereupon one day he 
took the lord Cotrington afide (being informed 
that hediBiked it) and told him, “ He ihould 
do very well to give the king good counfel, 
and to withdraw him from a refolution, in 
which his honour and juftice was fo much 
called in queftion.” Cottington anfwered him 
very gravely, “ That the thing defigned was 
very lawful, and that he thought the king re­

folved
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folved very well, iince the place lay fo contra- 
orient for his winter exercife, and that he would 
by it not be compelled to make fo long jour­
neys as he ufed to do, in that feafon or the 
year, for his fport, and that nobody ought to 
diffuade him from it.”

The archbiihop in Head of finding a concur­
rence from him, as he expected, feeing him- 
felf reproached upon the matter for his opi­
nion, grew into much paffion, telling 
him, “ Such men as he would ruin 
the king, and make him lofe the affections of 
his fubjeCts; that for his own part, as he 
had begun, fo he would go on to diffuade the 
king from proceeding in fo illacounfel, and 
that he hoped it would appear who had been 
•his counfellor.” Cottington,. glad to fee him fc 
foon hot, and refolved to inffame him more, 
very calmly replied to him, “ that he thought 
a man could not, with a good confcience, hin­
der the king from purfuing his refolutions, and. 
that it could not but proceed from want of af­
fection to his perfon, and he was not fure that 
it might not be high-treafon.” The other, 
upon the wildnefs of his difcourie, in great an­
ger aiked him, “ Why? from whence he had 
received that doftrine ?” He faid, with tire 
fame temper, 4‘ They who did not wifh the 
king’s health, could not love him ; and they 
who went about to hinder his taking recrea­
tion, which preferved his health, might be 
thought, for ought he knew, guilty of the 
higheft crimes.” Upon which the archbiihop,



in great rage, and with many reproaches, left 
him, and either prefently, or upon the next 
opportunity, told-the’king, “ ‘that he now 
knew who was his great counfellor for making 
his park, and that he did not wonder that men 
dmft not reprefent any arguments to the con- 
trary, or let his majefty know how much he- 
fuftered in it, whenfuch principles in divinity 
and law were laid down to terrify them and 
fo recounted to him the conference he had. 
with the lord Cotsington, bitterly inveighing 
againft him, and his dodrine, mentioning 
him with all tire iharp reproaches imaginable, 
and befeeching his majefty, that his counfel 
might not prevail with him, taking feme pains 
to make his epndufions appear very falfe, and 
ridiculous.

The king faid no more, but, “ My lord, 
you are deceived, Cottington is too hard for 
you ; upon my word he hath not only dif- 
fuaded me more, and given more reafons a- 
gainft this bufmefs, than ail the men in Eng­
land have done, but hath really obftruded the 
work by not doing his duty, as I commanded 
him,for which I have been very much difpleafed 
with him: you fee how unj.uftly your paffion 
hath tranfperted you.” By which reprehen- 
iion he found how. much he had been abufed, . 
and refented it accordingly.

Wiiatfoever was the caufe of it, this excel­
lent man, who flood not upon the advantage 
oround before, from the time of his promo­
tion to the archbiihopric, or rather from that 

of.
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of Lis being commiffioner of the treafury, ex­
ceedingly provoked, or underwent the envy, 
and reproach, and malice of rnen of all qua­
lities and conditions^ who agreed in nothing 
elfe : all which, though well enough known 
to him, were not enough confidered by him, 
who believed, as moil men did, the govern­
ment to be fo firmly fettled, that it could nei­
ther be fnaken from within, nor without, and 
that lefs than a general confunon of law and 
gofpel, could not hurt him ; which was true 
too; but he did not forefee how eafily that con- 
fufion might be brought to pafs, as it proved 
Shortly to be, as we have already related»

T- H A'
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The LIFE of

Edmund Ludlow.

EDmund Ludlow, a ringleader of 
the republican-party, in the civil wars of 

the laft century, was defcended from a family 
of confiderable rank, originally feated in 
Shropshire ; but removing thence, it after­
wards fettled in Wiltihire ; and he was born 
at Maiden-Bradley in that county, about the 
year 1620.

His parents, refolving tn give him an edu­
cation fuitable to his birth, fent him from 
fchool to Trinity-college in Oxford; where, 
having gone through the ufual academical 
ftudies, he took the degree of batchelor of 
arts, November 14, 1636. After which he 
was removed to the Temple, in order to ac­
quire a competent knowledge in the laws and 
conftitution of his country, fo as to recommend 
him to a feat in parliament, where his ancef- 
tors had frequently reprefented the county.

His behaviour was anfwerable to the hopes 
and expectations of his father, Sir Henry Lud­
low, knight, who being chofen for the county 
in the long parliament, which met the third 
of November 1640, and entering with great 
■zeal into the party again# the court, his con- 

ci uii
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duft and encouragement had fuch an influ­
ence on his fon, that he not only very early 
declared himfelf on that fide, bat alfo took up 
arms the firft opportunity that offered: for 
while he was a Undent hi the Temple, he en­
gaged with feveral others in a kind of military 
aflbciation, and they afterwards inlifted as vo- 
lunteers in the earl of Eflex’s life-guard; and 
being in the firft pitched battle between king 
•Charles I. and his parliament, called the battle 
of Edge-hill ; which was fought on Sunday 
the twenty-third of Oftober 1642 ; of which 
he has given us a very particular, and, feem- 
ingly, impartial account, fo far as he was con­
cerned. He was foon afterwards raifed by Sir 
Edward Hungerford, general of the parliament 
army, to the command of a troop of horfe., 
and being made governor of Windfor-caftle, 
he maintained that poll for ten months, with­
out any afljftance, for the parliament, which 
had held out only fix days for the king ; yield­
ing, he was carried prifoner to Oxford, 
where they offered him the liberty of the city 
upon his parole ; but as they would not in 
that cafe give him the freedom of vifiting his 
friends in the caftle, he chofe to remain with 
them in confinement; from whence, in about 
three weeks time, he was releafed, by ex­
change,-and went to London. Where being 
appointed iheriff of Wilts, he accepted a 
majority in Sir Arthur Haftings’s regiment of 
horfe, in the Weftern fervice ; and in the 
following fummer, he raifed a regiment in con- 

fequence
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fequence of a commifiion from Sir William 
Waller ; and having done the parliament con- 
fiderable fervice, Jn reducing feveral places, 
he joined Sir William Waller with about five 
hundred horfe, and was engaged in the fe- 
cond battle fought at Newberry, in which he 
loft his kinfman, Gabriel Ludlow, who was 
much lamented by him.

Soon after ths the difputes between the par­
liamentarians began to run very high, and at 
laft produced the famous felf-denying ordi­
nance, by means of which the earls of Eflex 
and Manchefter (rigid preibyteQans) and Sir 
William Waller, were difmiffed from their fe­
veral commands, and with them colonel Lud­
low, who came not into play again in any 
poft civil or military, till 1645, when he was- 
chofen knight of the ihire, to reprefent the 
county of Wilts, in the room of his father, 
who died in 1643.

On the furrender of the king to the Scots,, 
the colonel, as one of the members for Wilts, 
was commiflioned to pay off major Mafle/s 
brigade, which he and aiderman Allen, the 
other reprefentative for that county, did at 

. the Devizes.
Soon after the death of the earl of Effex, 

which happened the thirteenth of September 
3646, Cromwel entered into a con verfation 
with colonel Ludlow, wherein he expreffed fo 
much diflike againft the parliament, and fo ex- - 
tolled the army, that the colonel was per­
suaded he had already, conceived the defign of 

deftroying; 
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deftroying the civil authority, and fetting up 
for himfelf, and was founding whether he was 
a fit inflrument to.be employed to thole ends : 
but he returned fuch an anfwer, as made 
Cromwell never fpeak to him again on that 
fubjeft, though upon another occafion he 
ufed very indecent expreffions to him in the 
houfe, tending to the fame purpofe. When 
the king was brought from Holmby to the 
army, Ludlow went down to vjfit the officers, 
where commiflhry-general Ireton apprehend­
ing the colonel and other members, at that 
time friends to the army, might be jealous of 
their proceedings, took pains to fatisfy him j 
defiring him to be allured of their ftedfaft ad­
herence to the public intereit,. and that they 
intended only to difpenfe with fuch things as 

j were not material, in order to quiet the reftleis 
fpiritof the cavaliers, till they could put them- 
felvcs into a condition to ferve the people ef- 
feciually ; but.he adds,^he could not approve 
of their practices-» It appears clearly from 
our author’s memoirs, that he looked on the 
agitators, and their party in the army, as 

, {launch commonwealth’s men, and therefore 
when Cromwell, on their growing trouble- 

\ fame, feized twelve of them, one of which he 
caufed to be foot dead upon the fpot, deliver­
ing the reft over to the cuftody of the marlhal; 
-and on reporting this tranfaftion- to the par- • 
liament, had the thanks of the houfe voted, 
him for what he had done; our author- dif- 
iingailhed himfelf, by giving as loud a No 

as
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as he could. After the parliament had paded 
the vote for non-addrefs to the king, and pu- 
bliflied their declaration for bringing him to: 
a try al, which declaration was drawn up by 
colonel Nathaniel Fiennes, colonel Ludlow,. 
Mr. Holland, and another member, were fent 
down to Windfor to releafe captain Reynolds 
and the others (called levellers)' feized, as a- 
bove-mentioned, by Cromwell; who foon af­
ter procured a meeting of divers leading men 
amongfl. the preibyterians and independents, 
both members of parliament and minifters, 
at a dinner in Weftminfter, under pretence of 
endeavouring a reconciliation between the 
two parties ; but he found it a work too dif­
ficult for him to compofe the differences be­
tween thofe two ecclefiaflical interefts ; one of 
which, fays our author, could endure no fu- 
perior, the other, no equal. Wherefore, find­
ing this produced no effeit, he contrived ano­
ther conference to be held in King-ftreet, be­
tween thofe called the grandees of the houfe 
and army, and the commonwealth’s men; the 
refultof which may be feen at large in Lud­
low’s memoirs.

When Sir Thomas Glenham, by order of 
the Scots, who were now preparing to raife 
forces to releafe the king from his confinement, 
at Carifbrook in the ifle of Wight, had feized 
upon Carliile ; the parliament refolving to re­
inforce the militia of each county, fent feveral 
of their members into their refpective coun­
ties to give life to their preparations, and 

amongfl
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amongft them the colonel was Lent into Wilt- 
ihire, where he foon brought them to agree to 
the railing two regiments of foot and one of 
horfe. And foon after Oliver Cromwel find­
ing difficulties encreafing in the way, took 
an opportunity of making his complaints, and 
afking the advice of our author, which he ve­
ry frankly gave him.

After the defeat of the Scotch and English 
army, under the marquis of Hamilton and 
Sir Marmaduke Langdale, by Cromwell, co­
lonel Ludlow went down to Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, then lying before Colchefter, to per- 
fuade him to make the moil: of the power 
which the army had affumed, in order, as he 
Laid, to prevent their own and the nation’s 
ruin; to convince him of the neceffity of 
which, he laid before him the bad confequences 
of entering into a treaty with the king, in 
fuch ilrong terms that the army in a very ihort 
time adopted his fyllem, and drawing nearer to 
London, in order to favour their friends in 
the houfe, Ireton fent a meffage to our author.

That now he hoped the army fhould 
pleafehim.’ “ Which,” fays he, “ I muft 
acknowledge they did.” In the fame fpirit, 
when the houfe, on his majefty’s anfwer from 
Nieuport, voted that the king’s conceffions 
were ground for a future lettlement, he and 
his pai\y declared their difiatisfadion, and re­
tired to confult how to fruftrate that vote. 
And feveral officers coming to town the next 
day, they held a confultation together, in 

which?
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which, after concluding, that the meafures ta­
ken by the parliament were contrary to the 
trull repofed in them, it was refolved the army 
foould endeavour to put a flop to fuch pro­
ceedings : and thereupon our author, with 
two other members, and three officers,- with­
drew into a private room, where they agreed, 
as the belt means to attain the end of the a- 
bove refolution, “ That the army fnould be 
drawn up the next morning, and guards placed 
in Weflminñer-hall, the court of requeñs, 
and the lobby, that none might be permitted 
topafs into the houfe but fuch as had continu­
ed faithful to the public intereft.” How they 
proceeded in the profecution of this moll arbi­
trary ftretch of power may befeen at large in 
our hifiories.

The king being, in confequence of the 
above Heps, taken off, and the houfe of peers 
voted both ufelefs and dangerous, their next 
consideration was, how to carry on the execu­
tive part of government; to do which the 
better, they refolved to conilitute a council of 
Rate, and impowered five members of the 
houfe of commons, among which was our au­
thor, to agree upon the number and perfons 
fit to be propofed to the houfe for their appro­
bation. The number they pitched upon was 
thirty-five, four of whom were, lords ; to 
whifh the houfe added the above five : fo that 
the council of Hate confifeed of forty members. 
The fame five, or any three of them, were 
^onftituted a committee, to receive fatisfadjon 

touching
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touching the affediions of the public intereft- 
of every member who had not fat fince the 
tryal of the king, and to report the fame, 
with the reafons of his abfence, to the houfe.

The Scots having received and proclaimed 
Charles II. for their king, and preparing to 
inarch with an army into England, to compel 
the people of that kingdom to acknowledge 
him in the fame capacity : Cromwell, who 
was recalled from Ireland (and on Sir Tho- 
mas Fairfax's refufal to march into Scotland, 
was made captain general of all the Englifh 
forces,) one day, in the houfe, told colonel 
Ludlow, that he obferved an alteration in his 
looks and carriage towards him, and defired a 
conference with him, which was confented to 
by our author, and in which Cromwell propofed 
to nominate him for lieutenant-general of 
horfe in Ireland, and one of the commifiioners 
for civil affairs in that kingdom. But the co­
lonel having lately married, and purchafed 
fome lands,, by which he had embarraifed his 
affairs too much to think of quitting England 
till they were put into fome tolerable order, 
he would not feem to underhand thofe hints, 
and even oppofed the motion, both in the coun­
cil of hate and in the houfe, and follicited 
Cromwell not to infill on his nomination 5 but 
in vain.

Soon after this conference Oliver Cromwell 
marched to Scotland, from whence (after the 
victory at Dunbar) he fent Ludlow his com- 
mifiion; the parliament alfo ordered a thou- 

land



44 BRITISH PLUTARCH 
land pounds to be advanced to him and his 
brother-commiffioners, apd directed the fame 
fum to be paid them yearly : they alfo raifed 
for him a troop of horfe, confiding of a hun­
dred men armed with back, breaft, and head­
pieces for defence, and piftbls and mufque- 
toons for offence; and advanced them two 
months pay.

The lieutebant-general fet fail for Ireland’ 
in the beginning of January 1650, and ar­
rived, after a ihort paifage, at the fort of 
Duncannon. Immediatly he went to pay his 
refpeds to the lord-deputy, who ordered his 
troop into good quarters, both to refrefh them, 
and feafon them to the climate; it having 
beenobferved, that theEngliih horfe were not 
fit for fervice, till they had been feafoned for 
fome time with the air and provifions of that 
country,, and then entered, with the lieute­
nant-general and the other commiffioners from. 
England, upon the confideration of the. 
adminifttation ofjuftice, purfuant to the ln- 
ftru&ions fent them from the parliament. 
After this, our author went to the army, and' 
fignalized himfelf by his bravery an feverat 
a&ions, the particulars of which he has given 
in his memoirs.

Upon the death of Ireton, which happened. 
November twenty-fix 1651, the commif-. 
doners of the parliament immediately fent 
letters to all the officers , of the army, which 
confided of upwards of two^and-twenty thou- 
fand foot, and between fev6n and eight thou- 

iand
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fend horfe and dragoons, to yield obedience to 
■Our lieutenant-general; who, on the com- 
miffioner’s promifing to aflift him, took upon 
himfelf the chief command, till it ihould be 
otherwife determined by the houfe.

He continued itill to ait with the utmoft 
vigour in the reduction of this kingdom, as 
long as he held this command. In thejnean 
•time he conftantly expreffed a jealoufy of 
Cromwell’s ambitious views; and the follow­
ing year, lieutenant-general Fleetwood was 
appointed in his room, as well to prepare the 
way for Cromwell’s intended change, as to 
leffen our author’s power, of whofe oppofition 
to his defigns the ufurper was very jealous.

But while thefe things were tranfaiting in 
England, Ludlow was very active in fuppref- 
fmg thofe Irifli who ftill continued in arms; 
and was thus employed in the county of Fer­
managh, when he received advice, that Fleet­
wood, having landed at Waterford, was gone 
to Kilkenny ; thither he haftened to attend 
him with the reft of the commiflioners, who 
for that purpofe fet out from Dublin ; to which 
city Ludlow returned with them, after he had 
fainted the commander in chief, and allured 
him he was refolved to obey his orders; and 
he was foon followed by Fleetwood and his 
family.

The war in Ireland being now ended, 
while Ludlow and the commiflioners were 
bufy in fettling the affairs of that, nation, 
Cromwell was paving his way, by diffolving 

the
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the long parliament, and cajoling the 
council of officers, in order to play the 
fupreme power into his own hands; which, 
confidering the variety and multiplicity of 
obftacles, he effeftuated in a very ihort pe­
riod. But the news reaching Ireland, of his 
having taken upon himfelf the title and office 
of proteftor, Ludlow ufed his utmoft endea­
vours to prevent his being ptoclaimed in Ire­
land ; but without fuccefs ; whereupon he re- 
fufed to aft any longer as a commiffioner of 
the parliament. But having received his mi­
litary commiffion of lieutenant-general of the 
horfe, from the parliament, he refolved to 
keep it as long as he could,, and to aft under 
it, in order to obtain thofe ends ; the princi- 

' pal of which, fays he, were to bring thofe to 
' juftice, who'had been guilty of the blood of 
many thoufands of Englilh proteftants, and 
to reftore to the remaining Englilh the lands 
which the Irilh had difpoffefied them of.

Not long after the departure of Henry 
Cromwell from Ireland, who was Pent into 
that kingdom by his brother, and civilly re­
ceived by Ludlow, though he enveighed much 
againft the ufcrpation of Oliver, there ap­
peared much diiaffefiion in the army in Eng­
land ; fome of whom figned a petition to the 
proteftor; three hundred copies of-which, 

■ together with another writing called the Me­
mento, were fent in a box direfted to Ludlow 
in Ireland, accompanied with a Ihort unfub- 
fcribed letter. Thefe, on perufal, appeared 

t®
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to him to contain proper motives to excite 
people to endeavour refcuing themfelves from 
the opprefiions they laboured under ; and ac­
cordingly he difpatched as many as he could. 
But Fleetwood having information of the af­
fair, difpatched a meflenger to Monckton, the 
deputy, to enquire into tne truth. Who im­
mediately fent for our author, and after fome 
conference about the papers, told him he had 
received an order from Cromwell fome time 
ago; fignifying, that, as he (Ludlow) had de­
clared himfelf diftatisfied with the prefent go­
vernment, he, tire deputy, ihould be difcharg- 
ed from his command in the army : adding, 
that he had hitherto concealed it, but would 
mot any longer, left he ihould be accounted 
confederate in what he had now done. '’’And 
after our author had refufed all expedients 
propofed for an amicable conciliation of mat­
ters, the deputy fent him word, that he might 
make his option, whether he would be con­
fined in Ireland or go to London; which, if 
he would give his word to appear before 
Cromwell, and not aft any thing againft him 

-in the mean time, he ihould be at liberty to do 
when he pleafed; upon which he chofe the 
latter, but was defired to defer his journey for 
a couple of months, under pretence that mat­
ters being not quite eafy in England, Crom­
well might be reduced on his arrival to treat 
him with more feverity than he would chufe; 
ordering him, at the fame time, afum of money 
for his fupport during his ftay, and alfo to de­

fray
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fray the expences of his voyage. But, before 
the expiration of the two months, Henry 
Cromwell arrived in Ireland to take the go­
vernment upon him, and our author’s depar­
ture was deferred from time to time, till hav­
ing, by the interceffion of his wife, obtained a 
promifc from that governor, that> though he 
would not grant a warrant for her huiband to 
go, yet neither would he order him to ftay, 
though he thought this laft would be-the bell 
for him, he determined at all events to fet off, 
which he accordingly did, accompanied to the 
fhore by near two hundred people, and embark­
ed (having left a letter for colonel Cromwell) 
and the next day at noon he arrived at Beau­
maris harbour, where the governor met him 
athis landing, and-furnifncd himhorfes tocarry 
himfelf and family to the town ; and after 
dinner informed him, in the civillefl manner 
he could, that one captain Shaw was arrived 
from Ireland, with an order from colonel 
Cromwell, and the reil of the council there, for 
the detention of him till the prote&or’s pleafure 
was known ; at the fame time introducing 
Shaw, and producing the order figned by co­
lonel Cromwel,, Corbet, and two others. In 
the evening he was conveyed to a widow’s 
houfe in the town, where a guard was fet over 
him, a centinel being placed at the ftair- 
head.

Here he remained fix weeks, and had once 
a very norrow efcape from being fent to the 
callle, in confeouence of a freih order from 

Whitehall;
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Whitehall; but at laft captain Shaw brought 
an order for his difcharge, provided he figned 
an engagement, fent ready drawn from Lon­
don, never to ait againft the government then 
eftabliihed. This he abfolutely refufed to 
iign, unlefs under certain explanations, which 
at laft the governor agreed to accept; and he 
was thereupon difcharged, and fet forwards 
for London, where he arrived the tenth of 
December 165 j.

On Wednesday the twelfth (having waited 
on Fleetwood the night of his arrival) he re­
ceived a meflage from Cromwell, to attend 
him at Whitehall, whither he went about 
eight in the evening, and found the protedor 
in his chamber, with Lambert, colonel Sy- 
denham, Mr. Walter Strickland, and colonel 
Montague ; ibon after, Fleetwood coming in, 
there enfued a long diicourfe, which being 
over, Ludlow was defired to withdraw into 
the next room, where Fleetwood foon came to 
him, and laboured hard to biing him to enter 
into an engagement, though for a week ; to 
which he replied, “ he would not willingly do 
it for an hour Fleetwood would then have 
had him engage himfelf afreih to him, but 
this he alfo refufed him, faying, “ he had .al­
ready gone as far as he pofiibly could, looking 
upon himfelf to be fufficiently obliged., by the 
conditions of his prefent engagement^” and 
having fofaid, returned tohis lodging. Soonaf- 
terthis,he endeavoured to draw major-general 
Harrifon, and the famous Hugh Peters, oyer

Vol. VI, D to
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to his opinion. So that the proteftor finding 
it neceftary to call another parliament, and be­
ing very apprehenfive a majority, in fpite of 
all his care, might be returned of thofe who 
were againft him and his fchemes, refolved, 
at all events, to hinder Ludlow from either 
Handing himfelf, or in any way intermedling 
in the eleftion : and to that end fummoned 
him (together with Bradihaw, Sir Henry 
Vane, and colonel Rich) to appear before the 
council at Whitehall. Here he was again 
charged with praftices againft the new govern­
ment, and required to give fecurity in the fum 
of five thoufand pounds, that he would not 
aft againft Cromwell: which unlefs he did, 
he was threatened to be fecured. But this he 
abfolutely refufed, and faid, He was very ready 
to fubmit to a legal tryal, if he had done any 
thing amifs, only defiring to enjoy what 
he and all had fought for, a free government 
by confent ; that it was from the duty he owed, 
the public he refufed to give the fecurity re­
quired, conceiving it to be againft the liberty 
of the people, and contrary to the known 
law of England, in proof of which he produ­
ced the aft of the 16th and 17th of Charles I. 
for preventing the council-table from impri- 
foning any of the free-born people of Eng­
land ; afierting, that, for his part, he durft not 
do any thing tending to the violation of it. 
Cromwell alked, if the council of ftate, and 
army, had not committed many ? to which he 
replied, “ the councilof ftate had the autho-
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rity of parliament, and the army did it only 
in time of war, and in both cafes to fecure 
perfons, that they might be brought to a legal 
tryal. To this Cromwell returned, wjth fome 
warmth, “ A iuftice of peace may commit, 
and fhall not 1 ?” “ He is a legal officer,” 
anfwered our author, “ and authorifed by 
the Jaw to do fo, which you could not be, 
though you were a Icing; becaufe if you do 
wrong, there is no remedy can be had againft 
you.” He defired, therefore, to be referred 
to a juftice of peace, if he had offended againft 
the law, that he might be proceeded with ac­
cording to law.Upon thishe wasordered to with­
draw into an adjoining room, and prefently 
after received periniffion to return to his lodg­
ing, whither, in lefs than a quarter of an hour, 
he was followed by Mr, Strickland, one of the ’ 
council, who preffed him earneftly to com­
ply ; but he told him, “ That, having con­
tended for the liberty of others, he was not 
willing to give away his own, and be made a 
precedent to the prejudice of his countrymen.” 
A meffenger from the board ferving him with 
an order, to give in the fecurity within three 
days, on pain of being taken into cuftody, 
put an end to their converfation, and he not 
obeying their order, ferjeant Dendy, a day 
or two after, brought a warrant, figned by 
Henry Laurence, thé prefident, to apprehend 
him. Some of his relations difcourfed with 
the ferjeant, who thereupon left him in his 
own lodgings ; and Cromwell, the next day, 
meeting his brother, Thomas Ludlow, pro-
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pofed his engaging for the lieutenant general, 
which was agreed to very readily by the brother, 
but without our author’s confent. However, af­
ter this he went into Efiex, where he fpent 
the remaining part of the fummer, which, he 
fays, fully anfwered the proteftor’s intention, 
to prevent him from going down into Wilt- 
ihire during the eleftions in 1657; and, in­
deed, he had no incliration thereto, though he 
was nominated for the knight of the fhire by 
many of his friends. Our author flayed in 
Ellex till Oliver was feized with his laft fick- 
nefs, when, appearing in town, Fleetwood 
was defired to enquire the reafon of his com­
ing at that critical feafon; to whom he gave 
fatisfaftion on that head, the chief motive of 
his journey being to fetch his mother and fa­
ther-in-law into the country, that the family 
might be all together.

Upon Oliver’s death, which happened two 
days after, .his fon Richard being proclaimed 
proteftor, a new parliament was called, where­
in feveral of the republican party being re­
turned, to prevent their doing any mifchief, an 
oath was required from every member, that he 
would not aft or contrive any thing againft the 
proteftor, which Ludlow fcrupling to take, 
refrained for fome time from going to the 
houfe, till Sir Walter St. Joi.n (one of thofe 
appointed to adminifter that oath) introducing 
him, he was admitted without taking it. He 
had fat but a little above a week, when he was 
complained of, and a motion made and fecond-
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ed, that the oath might be peremptorily re­
quired ; oa which a debate arofe, which, af­
ter lailing two or three hours, was put a flop 
to by an accidental difcovery of a perfon’s 
fitting there who was no member, and who, 
upon examination, proved to be difordered in 
his fenfes ; this put ail end to all further en­
quiry about the oath. And now thofe of the 
iepublican intereft exerted their utmofl endea- 
vouis to obftrmft the meafures of the court, but 
without fuecefs, till they joined with the party 
of Wallingford-houfe, that is, the army ; by 
which means the long parliament, called the 
rump-parliament, was reftored, and our author, 
who had been very active in obtaining this 
revolution, took, with the reft, poffeffion of 
his feat again. The fame day they appointed 
him one of the committee of fafety, which 
confifted of feven members of parliament, 
and one other, who was not fo; which com­
mittee was impowered to fit eight days, the 
houfe intending in that time to conftitute a 
council of Hate. Soon after they offered our 
author a regiment, which he accepted at the 
perfuation of Sir Arthur Haflerig; and, in a 
little time, they named him to be one of the 
council of ftate, every member of which was 
to fwear, he would be true and faithful to the 
commonwealth, in oppofition to Charles Stu­
art, or any Angle perfon.

Notwithftanding the houfe had appointed 
Fleetwood, Lambert, Defborough, and other 
officers of the army, to be of the council of

D 3 ftate,
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Rate, the Wallingford houfe party were far 
from being fatisficd; wherefore, to prevent 
any ill confequence, and hinder the fword as 
far as they could, from reaiTuming the power, 
a bill was brought in for conftituting Fleet­
wood, Sir Arthur Hailerig, Lambert, Def- 
orough, Berry, and Ludlow, commiffioners lor 
naming and approving officers ; and another, 
for making Fleetwood commander in chief du­
ring that feffion, or till the houfe Ihould make 
further order therein. In which bill it was 
ordered, that, for the future, the fpeaker, and 
not the lieutenant-general, ihould fign the 
commiffions of fuch officers as ihould be ap­
pointed by the parliament, and deliver them 
with his own hands from the chair ; and at 
the fame time that thefe two bills were pahed, 
the houfe palled a vote, that the parliament 
ihould be diflblved the May following. But 
this vote was not Efficient to pleafe the officers, 
who were fo highly difgufted at the two bills, 
that our author and others of his party were 
obliged to give them a meeting at colonel 
Defborough’s, tofoften the affa’r : and though 
every thing was urged on behalf of the parlia­
ment, that the lieutenant-general, and his 
friend Sir Arthur could think of, yet the of­
ficers would not confent to receive new com­
miffions accorning as the bill direfled, until 
colonel Hacker and our author, by leading 
the way with their regiments, rendered the 
rell more tradable.

The
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The Wallingford-houfe party finding by 

this, that Ludlow was an obltacle to their de­
li gn of governing arbitrarily by the fword, re­
commended him to the houfe for the poll of 
commander in chief of the forces in Ireland; 
which, with fome relu&ance, and after ob­
taining an order, that, when he had fettled the 
affairs of that kingdom, he ihould be at liberty 
to return to England, he accepted. Soon af­
ter which, Henry Cromwell, purfuant to an 
order of the houfe, returned from Ireland, and 
defired the lieutenant-general to be at the 
council of ftate when he attended them ; but 
our author could not, being employed in pre­
venting thefale of Hampton-court, for which 
he was much blamed by fome of his party. 
He went to Ireland in Auguft 1659, but re­
mained not long in that kingdom, though re­
ceiving an account on his landing at Beau­
maris on his return, that the army had turned 
the parliament out of the houfe, and again re­
fumed the power into their own hands. This- 
aftoniihing news made him hefitate, whether 
he ihould go back to his command, or purfue 
his journey to London ; but after weighing 
circumftances carefully, he determined for the 
latter, and accordingly fet forwards. At Con­
way he was met by colonel Barrow, who had 
been difpatched from the council of officers at 
London, to acquaint thofe in Ireland of the 
alteration of affairs; and having read the let­
ters he brought, our author delivered thofe for 
the. officers in. Ireland to him again, and con-
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tinued his journey to Chefter, where he halted 
a day. There he received another pacquet 
from London, wherein he found the army’s 
fcheme of government, purfuant to what 
they had fet forth in their petition, with the 
addition, “ that all who had anymilitary com­
mand were to receive new commiifions from 
Fleetwood and the meffenger further ac­
quainted him, “ that there was a committee 
of fafety apppointed, confifting of twenty one 
members, of which he was one, and that he 
was alfo continued one of the committee for 
nomination of officers.” The day after he 
received this advice, he fet out for London, 
where he arrived on Friday the twenty-ninth 
of Oßober 1659, and immediately went to 
wait on Fleetwood, but refufed to go with him 
to the council of officers, then fitting at Wal- 
lingford-houfe, on fome letters from Monk, 
whom Fleetwood charged with infincerity: our 
author told him, “ that' whatever Monk’s 
defigns were, his public declarations had a 
better appearance than thofe of Wallingford- 
houfe, who were for governing by the fword.” 
When this party prevailed both in the council 
of officers and that of date, to have a new 
parliament called, our author oppofed it with 
all his might, in defence of the rump; and 
when a new parliament was determined on, 
he propofed to qualify the power of the army 
by a council of twenty-one, to be chofen by 
the council of officers, who fhould fettle the 
differences, when any arofe between the army 

and
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and the parliament, under the denomination of 
the confervators of liberty ; which being agreed 
to, he gave in a lift of perfons to be chofen,. 
and they proceeded to ballot upon it : but 
here, breaking in upon the rule they had 
eftabliihed, and putting many perfons names- 
to the ballot which were not contained in his 
lift, our author grew impatient, and told 
them openly, “ that feeing they intended on­
ly to carry on a faction, and govern the nation 
by the fword, he would have no more to do 
with them.”

The city of London was in fome confufion 
at this time, occafioned by the apprentices pe­
titioning the aidermen and common-council 
for a free-parliament, which had brought the 
military power to take pofleffion of that capital ; 
but the magiftrates applying to the council of 
officers to be relieved, and to have the guards 
withdrawn, fix of that council, of which num­
ber they conftrained our author to be one, 
W'ere appointed to meet them at Whitehall 
at this meeting lieutenant-general Ludlow 
earneftly diftuaded the Londoners from joining 
the royalifts ; “ at which,”1 he fays, £i divers 
of them feemed much furprifed, becaufe they 
had taken other refolutions.” Our author, 
therefore, feeing every thing going into con- 
fufion, refolved to go to his poft in Ireland,, 
and acquainted lieutenant-general Fleetwood 
with his intention ; and alfo went to take his 
leave of the principal officers, but found they 
had altered their minds about calling a new

D £ parliament.
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parliament, on receiving advice, that the fleet 
had unanimoufly declared for the old one. 
This made him delay his journey a little while, 
but the officers varied again from that deter­
mination, the fame afternoon; whereupon he 
fully refolved to fet out the next day, which he 
accordingly did; but had the fatisfaftion to 
know, before he left London, that it was at 
laft carried to reftore the old parliament, which 
was done two or three days after.

While Ludlow was on the road to Chefter, 
in his way to Ireland, he received from his bro­
ther-in-law, Kempfon, an account of the pof- 
ture of affairs in Ireland, which made himhaf- 
ten his journey; but, on his arrival in Bul- 
lock’s-bay, not thinking it proper to land till 
he had received a full information of things, 
he fenta letter of notice of his arrival to Sir 
Hardrefs Waller, and the other officers, ac- 
<]uainting them with the reftitution of the par­
liament (which they had declared for) and 
that he was come to join with them in fupport 
of their authority. Mr. Kempfon and other 
officers came on board the lieutenant-general, 
and the former informed him, that things 
were in a much worfe ftate than they were 
when he wrote laft to him, and that the 
council of officers would not receive him. And 
rhe next day our author was told, by oneof his 
Servants, that thofe in Dublin, as foon as they 
heard of his arrival, had fent a party of horfe 
to feizehim at his houfe, who not finding him 
there, had concealed themfelves in ambufh to 

take



E D M' UN D L U D LOW. . 59? 
take him on his landing. He allo received 
a meffage from Dublin by captain Lucas, who 
acquainted him with the refolution of t uir 
council of officers concerning him.

Finding the parage to Dublin barred again# 
him, he fet fail for Duncannon, where he had 
placed one captain Skinner, as commander, 
in whom he had great confidence, and who 
did not deceive him; but, with the whole 
garrifon, received him with the uttnoft demon­
itrations of joy. , . ,

The lieutenant-general having, been in­
formed atPaffage, about a league from Dun­
cannon, that the governor of Waterford had. 
promifed to adhere to him on his arrival, im­
mediately fent him notice, that he was come 
to Duncannon, and took all care to vittual 
and recruit his little garrifon. He alfo wrote 
to the garrifops of Rois, Wexford, Cork, ana 
Kinfale, encouraging them to perieveie in- 
their duty to the parliament; and re-victu- 
alled his "man of war with beef and other ne- 
ceiTaries, which he procured from his own. 
eftate of Ballymagger.

He had fcarce finifoed thefe cautionary 
Heps when he was blocked up by a party of 
horfe under the command of colonel Edmund. 
Temple.

Whilft this fiege, or rather olockade, was 
carrying on, our author received q long Ltt^r 
from the council at Dublin; wherein they laid 
many things to his charge, in order to injujv 
his reputation ; the principal of .which were, 

D 6
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that, on the interruption of the parliament by 
the Wallingford houfe party, infteadof return­
ing to his duty in Ireland, he had continued 
his journey to London; that he had encou­
raged colonel John Jones in his correfpond- 
ence with the army-party in England ; refufed 
to wait the fitting of the parliament on their 
late reftitution ; and polled away to Ireland, 
in order to ferve the army by his intereft 
there; and, that, finding Dublin Secured for 
the parliament, by thofe who obeyed their 
orders, and who would obey him as com­
mander in chief, if the parliament thought fit 
to continue him in that poll, he had not only' 
refufed to return to England till their pleafure 
was known in that refpeft, but had endea­
voured, by all hoftile means, to get the power 
into his hands; at the fame time negledting 
his duty in parliament; which honour they 
pretended his mifcarriages had rendered him 
incapable of.

To this long and heavy charge, he wrote a 
very full anfwer ; but, before he had fent it 
away, he received an account, that the parlia­
ment had acknowledged all that thofe at Dub­
lin had done was for their fervice : and, in 
about a week after, received a letter fent from 
thence, figned Lenthall, requiring him, (as 
they had alfo required Jones and Corbet, the 
two other commiflioners) to attend the parlia­
ment with an account of the Iriih affairs ; 
which requeft he complied with the very firft 
opportunity, and accordingly embarked on 

board
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board a Dutch veffel, having firft given pofi- 
tive orders to captain Skinner, not to deliver 
up the fort of Duncannon, unlefs they were 
directed fo to do by the parliament or him- 
felf.

Soon after his arrival at Milford-Comb, he 
found, by the public news, that Sir Charles 
Coote had exhibited a charge of high-treafon 
againft him ; which made him quicken his 
diligence to reach London. Arriving there, 
he firft went to confult and expoftulate with 
Sir Arthur Haflerig, and then took his place 
in the houfe, and got a copy of his charge. 
He then moved to be heard upon that head; 
but could only prevail to have a day ap­
pointed for that purpofe; but, on that day, 
was again put off, fo that he could never be 
heard thereupon.

This motion was made by Ludlow on the 
firft of February, 1660, according to our 
prefent reformation of the ftyle: two days 
after which, colonel, afterwards general, 
Monk, marched into London, and was waited 
on by our author the fame evening.

The commiffion for lodging the command 
of the forces in England and Scotland in 
feven perfons being near expiration, a new aft 
was made to veil it in five, any three of them 
to be a quorum, of which colonel Monk was 
the firft; but our author was left out, not- 
withftanding he obtained the command of the 
forces in Ireland to be inferted in the faid com- 
miffjon.

This-



6z BRITISH PLUTARCH:
This flep gave fome umbrage to general 

Monk ; whereupon our author made him a 
vifit, in order to fettle matters between them, 
and to efface any ill impreffions the general 
might have received againft our author or his 
party ; and thought he had fucceeded : but 
finding foon after that matters were tending 
apace to overturn his darling fcheme, he ap­
plied to Sir Arthur Hailerig to draw their 
fcattered forces together, in order to oppofe 
Monk and his confederates ; but Sir Arthur 
would not liften to the propofal.

News arriving fhortly after from Ireland, 
that Sir Charles Coote had feized the caille of 
Dublin, and not only expelled Sir Hardrefs 
Waller from thence, but likewife removed 
him and feveral others from their command in 
the army, he advifed Sir Arthur to adjourn 
the parliament to the Tower, and to draw 
their troops together ; but was again an- 
fwered by him, that all would be well, and 
that Monk would be honeft, even after he 
had feen the London populace, by his encou­
ragement, burn the Rump, as they then 
called the remains of the long parliament, 
whofe power was openly contemned, and 
whole very name was grown odious to the 
majority of the nation.

The eleftion of a new parliament had been 
feme time determined, as we have mentioned 
before ; notwithftanding' which, the Republi­
cans endeavoured to evade their diifolution, 
by ordering writs to be iilued to fill up the 

vacant
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vacant feats in the houfe ; but the fpeaker re- 
fufed to fign the warrant for their being fealed. 
This occasioned much confufion ; in the midft 
of which Ludlow, forefeeing the confequences 
of thefe difputes amongft themfelves, prefied 
very earneftly to be heard concerning the 
charge of high-treafon lodged againft him 
from Ireland; “ alledging,” fays he, “for 
the reafon of my importunity, that, though 
my enemies in that country had, by their late 
actions, manifefted, to all the world, that 
their enmity to the parliament was much 
greater than to me ; yet, being uncertain what 
fort of men might foon have the principal in­
fluence in that houfe, I could not believe they 
would think it convenient, that a charge of 
high-treafon, how frivolous foever, ihould be 
tranfmitted to them againft one of their old 
and faithful fervants.” But he was as unfuc- 
•cefsful in the houfe in his own caufe, as he had 
been without doors in what he efteemed that of 
the public.

The members who had been fecluded by 
the lieutenant-general, Ireton, and others, in. 
1648, having obtained Monk’s confent for 
returning to the houfe, our author was fo 
highly irritated thereat, that he withdrew 
himfelf from the fervice of the houfe, but fre­
quently appeared in Weftminfter-hall, to ihew 
he did not decline ferving the public; nor was, 
as had been thrown out, at the head of any 
forces ; and was followed in this procedure by 
Mr. George Montague and others.

every
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Every thing now tending to forward the re­

iteration of king Charles II. the common­
wealth’s men grew very uneafy at the danger­
ous fituation of their affairs ; and held fre­
quent meetings to confult meafures for pre- 
ierving their power ; at one of which the 
lieutenant-general tells us he took the liberty 
to make the following propofitions :

“ That feven of the council of ilate, and 
three of the generals that had been appointed 
by the parliament, fhould fign fuch orders as 
were neceflary for carrying their defigns into 
execution. That Mofs’s regiment, which 
lay in Kent, and not far from London ; and 
another, which lay in the Borough of South­
wark, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Fain- 
ley ; confiding in all of more than two thou- 
fand old foldiers, of whofe integrity and af- 
feflions we had good aflurances, ihould be or­
dered to the Tower to join colonel Morley’s 
regiment already there, and would be ready 
to receive them, having fent to me to let me 
know, that the Tower fhould be at my com­
mand whenfoever I pleafed to deiire it. 
That the commanders of thefe forces ihould 
take fix months provifions, giving tickets for 
the quantity, payable by the parliament. 
That the militia of London, which had been 
lifted during the government of the parlia­
ment, ihould be authorifed to meet as there 
ihould be occafion, to affift the forces in the 
Tower. That four or five places of rendez­
vous ihould be appointed for the forces of the 

army*
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army, which lay fcattered up and down in 
feveral parts of the nation ; and, that officers 
ihould be agreed upon to appear at the head 
of them. That the foldiers, both horfe and 
foot, ihould have the liberty to follow either 
their old officers, or to appoint new. That 
thefe officers, who ihould prevail on the major 
part of the men to follow them, ihould be 
continued in their refpedtive pofts ; and, that 
thofe who appeared heartily to promote this 
defign, though they could not perfuade the 
greater part of their foldiers to follow them, 
ihould have provifions made for them equal to 
their merits. That the country militia, both 
horfe and foot, ihould be authorifed to draw 
together, and be impowered to feize and dif­
arm inch perfons in the refpedtive counties as 
were known to be enemies to the common­
wealth. That the fleet ihould be ordered at 
the fame time ; and to fend one or 2000 fea- 
men to the affiftance of thofe in the Tower. 
That all who a&ed by the parliament’s autho­
rity in their fervice, ihould be juftified in fo 
doing. That the governors ofgarrifons ihould 
be required to refufe obedience to any power, 
which was not derived from the lawful autho­
rity of the parliament ; and, that a declara­
tion ihould be forthwith prepared, to {hew the 
grounds and reafons, together with the necef* 
fity of thefe proceedings.”

Whether thefe propofals, or any part of 
them, were received, or attempted to be car­

ried
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tied into execution, he does not tell us; only 
cbferves, That, “ we, being ripe for the cor- 
redlion of Heaven, nothing could prevent it ; 
our enemies (i. e. thofe who were fo to the 
commonwealth) fucceeding in all their at* 
tempts, and all our endeavours proving abor­
tive.”

Soon after this, Hull was taken from major­
general Overton, and the militia alfo was new 
modelled, and put under perfons more in the 
intereft of monarchy than it was before ; after 
which, the famous long parliament was dif- 
folved : whereupon our lieutenant-general be­
gan to aft with more caution, and to appear 
lefs frequently in Weftminfter-hall than he 
had uied to do : and receiving advice that Sir 
Arthur Hailerig was now convinced that ge­
neral Monk’s defsgn was to reftore the king ; 
and, that the new council of ftate had refolved 
to feize Mr. Scott, our author began to pro­
vide, in the beft manner he could, for his 
own fecurity, feldom lying at his houfe in 
town, and foon after fetting out for the coun­
try.

He had not travelled far before a meflenger 
overtook him with the news, that, about an 
hour and a half after he left the town, the 
council had fent him a fummons (as they alio 
had done to colonel John Jones, colonel 
Thomlinfon, and Mr. Miles Corbet, the other 
commiffioners for Ireland) to attend them. 
On receiving this intelligence, he quitted his 

wife
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wife and chariot, and, having provided a led 
horfe, eroded the heath between Egham and 
Bagfhot, and, avoiding the public road, came 
in the evening to his couiin Mr. Robert Wal­
lop’s houfe at Farley, where he flayed but two 
nights : from thence he continued his rout to 
Sutton, and at laft took up his quarters at Sa- 
lilbury; where he received advice that his fel­
low commiffioners had, on attending the 
council of Hate, been obliged to enter into an 
engagement not to diflurb the reigning power; 
and this piece of information made him look 
on his efcape in a much higher light than he 
had yet done, as it convinced him he had 
avoided being imprifoned, fince, he fays, he 
could not have confented to have figned fuch 
an engagement now, any more than he could 
under Oliver Cromwell; and, confequently, 
being detained in cuftody till the return of 
Charles IL what would have been his fate- 
then, who reckoned it an honour to have been 
one of the judges of Charles I. is pretty eafy: 
to be determined.

From Salifbury he proceeded to his feveral 
eilates in Wiltfhire, in order to raife what 
money he could amongft his tenants againft 
the evil day ; which, with refped to him, he 
found approaching very fall, the Royalifls hav­
ing every where the fuperiority over the Com- 
monwealth’s-men ; and that to fuch a degree, 
that, though nineteen votes out of twenty-fix 
chofe the lieutenant-general for the borough 
of Hindon, part of his own ellate, yet the ca­

valiers
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valiers prevailed to have a double return 
made, in favour of Sir Thomas Thynne; but 
this was fet afide above, and the lieutenant- 
general reputed duly cleCted.

Having fettled his affairs as well as he could 
in the time, he refolved to keep himfelf out of 
the reach of thofe in power till it was feen 
what turn things would take; and having 
lain thus concealed about eight days, he ven­
tured to pay a vifit to his wife at Saliibury, 
with whom he ftayed a night, and the next 
day received an account that Lambert bad 
made his efcape from the Tower. This made 
the lieutenant-general return to his place of fe- 
crecy in hafte ; and here he received feveral 
meifages from Lambert; but, as that officer 
had fixed no plan, nor cared to make any de­
clarations of his intentions, the lieutenant- 
general was cautious how he embarked either 
himfelf or his friends, in an undertaking 
which never promifed more than it produced ; 
viz. deilruCtion to thofe who were engaged 
therein.

However, while they were in treaty toge­
ther, our author took the prudent Heps he 
thought neceffary for the fupport of the de­
clining caufe ; and might have created fome 
trouble to the government, had Lambert been 
equally cautious, equally aftive and lieady ; 
but the fuddennefs of his defeat put an end to 
all expectations from any projects of that 
kind.

The
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The time for rhe meeting of the houfe being 

now near at hand, the lieutenant-general re­
paired to London, and lodged with a friend 
in Holborn; where he had not refided many 
days, before he had the mortification to hear. 
That “ the nominal houfe of commons,” as 
he is pleafed to call them, “ tho’ called by a 
commonwealth, writ in the name of the keep­
ers of the liberties of England, pafted a vote. 
That the government of the nation ihould be 
by a king, lords, and commons; and, that 
Charles Stuart ihould be proclaimed king of 
England, &c.”

But the lieutenant-general was fomething 
comforted, even under this heavy misfortune, 
by receiving advice, that he had again efcaped 
the malice of his purfuers, who had fent or­
ders, it feems, to feize his perfon in the weft, 
the very day he arrived from thence. This 
obliged him, on receiving an order, to attend 
his duty in the houfe, to apply to Mr. Arthur 
Annefley, for inftrudions how to behave in 
this critical conjundure ; who advifed him to 
take his feat as foon as he could ; which he 
accordingly did.

He now alfo fent orders to colled his rents, 
and difpofe of his efteds in Ireland; but was 
prevented from doing either by Sir Charles 
Coote, who feized both, the ftock alone 
amounting to fifteen hundred pounds. Sir 
Charles alfo having feized Cooke, the follicitor 
againft Charles I. but then chief-juftice in 
Ireland ; and others thereupon, without war­

rant



rant or authority, according to our author, 
feizing colonel Harrifon in England ; the ca­
valiers in the houfe of commons eafily ob­
tained an order to feize all who had figned the 
warrant for the king’s execution, and confe- 
quently the lieutenant-general : but he re­
ceived timely notice enough to kefep out of 
"their reach, and to confult with his friends the 
propereft methods for his fecurity; the princi­
pal one now advifed and praftifed being to 
fhift his abode very frequently.

During his recefs, the houfe was bufy in 
preparing the bill of indemnity; in which he 
was more than once very near being inferted 
as one of'thefeven perfons to be excepted from 
all benefit thereby, either as to life or eilate; 
wherein general Monk and his lady, and co­
lonel Skipwith, were very afiiduous; and, 
though they failed in that particular, yet they 
carried their point in another ; ,which was the 
iffuing out a proclamation foon after the king’s 
return, for all the late king’s judges to furren­
der themfelves in fourteen day’s time, on pain 
of being excepted out of the faid aft of indem­
nity.

This alarmed the lieutenant-general greatly, 
and occafioned a confultation to be held with 
his friends; where it was debated. Whether, 
as he was not one of the feven "excepted in 
the bill of indemnity, he ihould not furrender 
himfelf according to the proclamation, as Mr. 
William Heveningham, Mr. Simon Mayne, 
and other of the late king’s judges, had al­

ready
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ready done ; but, being divided in their opi­
nions ; and fome, who feemed to be beft 
verfed in the then ftate of affairs, not encou­
raging him to venture his life on fuch a rifque, 
there being ftrong expectations that the lords 
would encreafe the number to be excepted, he 
chofe to wait the event a little longer before 
he put himfelf into their power : and, though 
Sie was inclined to furrender, that he might 
have the more time to fettle his private affairs, 
yet he firff drew up a petition, fetting forth, 
that, though he had been engaged in the efta- 
bliihing a commonwealth, during which he 
had behaved with as much tendernefs as affairs 
•would permit ; yet, now the former govern« 
ment being re eftabliihed, he thought it his 
duty to fubmit thereto, that he might be en­
titled to the protection thereof.

This he fent by his wife to Mr. Annefley 
for his opinion; but that gentleman (being 
now, fays our author, fworn a privy-counfel- 
lor) on perufal faid. He thought it would be 
better to fay nothing, than endeavour to juftify 
any thing that had been done.

Upon this, he fent his wife to the earl of 
Ormond, to a£k his. advice how to demean 

• himfelf; who made large promifes, but 
would enter into no particulars, unlefs ihe 
would difcover whether her huiband was ftill 
in England ; as to which Ihe begged his ex- 
excufe.

The lieutenant-general then fent her to Sir 
Harbottle Grirnfton, fpeaker of the houfe of 
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commons, to acquaint him with her huf- 
band’s difficulties and doubts. Sir Harbottle 
entered very freely into the affair with her, 
telling her. He believed the houfe of lords 
would be content with what was already done; 
but, if they ihould not, it would be the moil 
horrid thing in the world, if the houfe of 
commons ihould join in excepting any man 
who had rendered himfelf; letting her know, 
at the fame time, that there was no undertak­
ing for what they would not do; but that 
he would confult Mr. Hollis, and other lead­
ing men, with whom he ihould dine that day, 
and inform himfelf fully in every particular ; 
and would then give her the bed advice he 
could.

The confequence was, that they were una­
nimous of opinion. That the houfe would ne­
ver be guilty of fo unworthy an adiion ; and, 
therefore, the lieutenant-general’s belt way 
would be to come in : and, to make it both 
the faferand eafier, Sir Harbottle granted him 
his warrant to proted him from arrefts by the 
way ; and promifed to fpeak to the ferjeant to 
be moderate in his demands: which he ac­
cordingly did; and the lieutenant-general fur- 
rendered.

As this furrender was chiefly made to get 
time and opportunity to fettle his affairs, the 
bail he procured were not very fubftantial; 
and thefe he honeflly told, That, if he found 
his life was at all in danger, he would go ofF, 
if poffible. He therefore kept the ftridteft 

guard
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■guard during the fitting cf the houfe every 
day, to prevent being feized by any order of 
theirs during the contefts about the bill, which 
was hotly debated in the houfe of lords; where 
the royal party feemed inclined to except ail 
the judges of Charles L and did add feveral 
to the bill, even of thofe who had come in 
upon the proclamation : yet the lieutenant-ge­
neral was fortunate enough to efcape being 
named ; and well it was for him that he did 
fo ; for the houfe of commons confirmed the 
additions made by the lords, with very little 
reftridtions, no lefs than nineteen who had fur- 
rendered themfelves being inferted ; and de­
livered over by the ferjeant at aims to the 
■lieutenant of the tower, as would the lieute­
nant-general have been (though net yet in­
ferted) had he not withdrawn himfelf to 
Richmond, on notice that the lieutenant of 
the Tower, Sir John Robinfon, would move 
the houfe, that all the perfons in the ferjeantfs 
cullody might be delivered up to him.

On notice of thefe pioceedings, and that 
there was much clamour at his fecreting him­
felf, he came privately to town, and again 
dent his wife to Sir Hârbottle Grimfion for 
advice ; who was ftill pofitive for his furren­
dering himfelf into cullody : at which ihe hefi- 
tating, he told her, That he would wafh his 
hands of her huiband’s blood ; by alluring 
her, that, if he would furrender himfelf, his 
life would be as fafe as his own ; but, if he 
refufed to hearken to that advice, and Ihould

Vgl. VI. E happen
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happen to be feized, he was like to be thefirft 
man they would execute, and ihe would be 
left the pooretl.widow in England. But the 
advice of another friend, backed with the 
friendly counfel of lord OTory, fon to the 
marquis of Ormond, outweighed all that the 
fpeaker had faid, and determined the lieute­
nant-general’s refoluticn to quit England ; 
which he inftantly put in practice ; and, hav­
ing taken- leave of all his friends, he went 
over London-bridge in a coach to St George’s 
church, in the Borough of Southwark, where 
he took horfe ; and, travelling all night, ar­
rived at Lewes, a fea port on the coaft of 
SuiTex, by break of day the next morning, 
without having pahed through any principal 
town by the way.

On the Tuefday after he left London, he 
went on board a fmallopen veifel prepared for 
him ; but the weather being very bad, he 
quitted that, and took fhelter in a larger, 
which had been got ready for him, and in 
which, but a few weeks before, Richard 
Cromwell had gone over to France ; but 
flruck upon the fands in going down the river, 
and lay then a-ground ; and was hardly got 
on board this, when fome perfons came to 
fearch that he had quitted ; but not fufpe&ing 
any body to be in that aihore, did not exa­
mine it ; by which means he efcaped : and, 
waiting a day and a night for the ftorm to 
abate (during which the mailer of the veffel, * 
whether he had heard that lieutenant-general 

Ludlow
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Ludlow was confined amongft the reft of the 
king’s judges) the next morning he put to 
fea, and landed at Dieppe that evening before 
the gates were (hut.

He was recommended to the houfe of one 
Madame de Caux, who, with great civility, 
making him an offer of going to her country- 
houfe, he readily embraced it ; as well to 
avoid the many Irifh then in the town, as to 
enjoy the liberty of taking the air.

Soon after bis going off, a proclamation was 
publifhed for apprehending and fecuring him, 
with a reward of three hundred pounds. 
One of thefe proclamations came to his hands, 
inclofed in a pacquet of letters; wherein his 
friends earneftly defired he would remove to 
feme place more diftant from England ; and 
this made him refolve for Geneva. In pur- 
fuance of which reiolution, he took the wav 
of Roan for Paris, where he ftayed feverai 
days to view what was remarkable.

From hence he travelled through Lyons to 
Geneva, where he arrived without meetings 
with any moleftation by the way ; and took 
up his quarters at one Mr. Perrot’s, who had 
ferved in the parliament army durin?- the 
civil-war, and thereby had acquired, the En- 
gliih language. Here he was joined by Mef- 
fieurs Liile and Cowley, two of thofe who fat 
as. judges on the late king ; and, together 
with them, made private application to one 
of the principal fyndics for the proteftion of 

E z the 
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the republic ; which was fecretly propofed : 
but his two companions not being fatisficd 
therewith, would addrefs the council publicly, 
againft his advice ; and thereby gave offence; 
lb that they found it neceffary to withdraw to 
Laufanne, and feek protection from the Can­
ton of Bern; which was readily granted both 
for themfelves and Ludlow, who, in a few 
days, followed them.

Here the lieutenant-general remained many 
years; in the two firft of which, the dutchefs 
of Anjou, he fays, (meaning Madame Henri­
etta, dutchefs of Orleans) offered a perfon of 
quality ten thcufand crowns to affaffinare him; 
but the bribe was refufed, and the offer dif- 
covered to a merchant of Loufanne, who in­
formed the lieutenant-general thereof.

In September, 1662, they were joined by 
feven more of their party; viz. Mr. ferjeant 
Dendy, Mr. Nicholas Love, Mr. Andrew 
Broughton, Mr. Slingfby Bethel, Colonel 
Bifcoe, Mr. William Say, and Mr. Cornelios 
Holland. Thefe perfons having paffed through 
Bern in their way, and paid a vifit to Mr. 
Humelius, the principal miniftcr there, were 
by him informed of the lieutenant-general, 
and his companions, refiding at Laufanne, in 
procuring the order for which he had been 
very ferviceable ; and now, by this means, 
gave them notice, that it would be much bet­
ter for them to remove to Vevay, than to re­
main any longer where they were : on which.
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fix of them, among# whom was the lieute­
nant general, accordingly removed thither ; 
where they were received with great kindneis; 
and vifited in form, by the chief magiftrates- 
Here they were vifited alfo by Mr. Algernon 
Sidney, as he returned, from Rome; and who, 
when' he left them, paiTed through Bern, 
where he did them feme kind offices, and in­
formed them; that it would be proper for 
thofe among# them who could bear travelling, 
to make a tour to Bern, to pay their public 
acknowledgments to the lords, for their kind 
protection granted to them.

Hereupon the lieutenant-general (accompa­
nied with Meffieurs Love and Broughton, who 
were accidentally come over from Laufanne, 
fet out for Bern.

Being arrived there, they fir# paid their 
refpects to Mr. Humelius, as well to thank 
him for the many kind offices he had done for 
them, as to beg he would affift them in mak­
ing their addrefs to the council in as private a 
planner as they could ; which he approved of, 
and obtained liberty for them to do it in what 
manner they thought proper ; either by fpeech 
or writing : which latter method they chofe, 
and prefented by the hands of the advoyer, or 
prefident of the council, an addrefs.

Oar author, on this occafion, gives us the 
hidory of the firft eilablilhment of the republic 
of Bern ; with w'hich the lieutenant-general is 
fo tranfported, that he forgets, while he ap-
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plauds the fpirit of freedom, that he is an ad­
vocate for the do&rine of aflafiination ; againft 
which, in his own perfon, he raifes great ex­
clamation ; and, indeed, not without reafon : 
for, foOn after his return from Bern to Vevay, 
he received information that an Irifhman, 
called Riardo, and Paid to belong to the dutch­
es or Orleans, was come to Turin, with an 
intention to form fome defign againft the 
lives of our author and the other fugitives : 
and it was alfo reported, that king Charles II. 
had wrote to the magiftracy at Bern, to de- 

.mand the delivery of their perfons.
Many letters from Turin, Geneva, Lyons, 

and other places, confirmed the account of 
Riardo^s being in the country of Vaux upon 
the defign mentioned ; adding, that fo many, 
and inch defperate perfons, were engaged with 
him in the fame defign, that it would be next 
to impoffible for the Englifnmen to efcape. 
On this they held a confultation, the refult of 
which was not to quit Vevay; but, as there 
was to be a fair there foon, to apply to the 
magiftrates, to have the guards doubled that 
day, and to change their lodgings for one 
night.

Thefe precautions were far from unneceifa- 
ry ; for, on Sunday, the fourteenth of No­
vember, 2663, a Savoy boat, in which, as 
the lieutenant-general was afterwards told, 
were Dupow and Cerife, two of Lyons ; Du­
pre, a Savoyard, Riardo, and others, about 

an
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an hour after fun-fet, arrived at Vevay, and 
took up their quartets in feveral inns for that 
night. The next morning, as Moniteur Du­
bois, the lieutenant-general’s landlord, went 
out to go to church, he obferved the boat ly­
ing with four watermen in her, and their oars 
all in readinefs to put off at a minute’s warn­
ing. Near the boat were two perfons cloaked, 
fitting under a tree ; and, not far from them, 
two more in the fame guife and pofture. This 
alarmed Monfieur Dubois, who immediately 
conjectured their defign muft be againft his 
lodgers ; whereupon he directly returned home 
to give them the alarm-, being confirmed in his 
fufpicion, from hearing there were fix more, 
who had poked themfelves, two in the way 
between his houfe and the church, and four in 
the market-place. By their appearance and 
garb, every one fufpeéiing they had arms un­
der their cloaks, had made the town’s people 
obferve them fo much, that they all retired 
from the town towards the lake, and left the 
paffage free for the lieutenant-general a id his 
friends to go to church.

On their return from thence, hearing the 
ftrangers were at dinner at one of the inns, our 
author went down to take a view of the boat, 
which he found as before defciibed, and a 
great quantity of firaw, under which his land­
lord informed him they had concealed their 
arms ; and, that they had cut all the wdhs, 
which fecured their oars, of the town-boats to 
prevent being purfred : however, finding- 

E 4 themfelves 
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themfelves watched To narrowly, and being 
apprehenfive, from Monfieur Dubois’s beha­
viour, that he would have them feized, boon 
after they had dined, they took to their boat 
and returned to Savoy.

This attempt, which was focn after acknow­
ledged by Dupre and others concerned, alarmed 
the magiftrates cf Bern, who inflantiy fent 
fpecial orders to the bailiffs cf Vevay, Lau- 
fanne, and Morges, to be efpeciaily careful of 
the Engliih under their protection ; to fearch 
all boats coming from Savoy ; to let no Gran­
gers refide in the town, without giving an ex- 
aft account of themfelves and their bufinefs j 
to double the guards at Vevay; and to give 
the lieutenant-general, and his companions, 
leave to ring the alarm-bell (which, being 
frtuated near one of the' gates, they could do 
from one of their own apartments) in cafe of 
any fudden attack.

They were attempted again by feme perfons 
who came by land about eight days after ; 
but thefe were alfo difcovered, as w’ere feveral 
who endeavoured to furprize them ; but were 
always difappointed, except in the cafe of Mr. 
Liile, in which they fucceeded; and affefted' 
Mr. Say and colonel Bifcoe fo much, that they 
removed firft yrto Germany, and then to Hol­
land ; whither, upon the breaking out of the 
Dutch war foon after, with king Charles II. 
they earr eilly invited the lieutenant-general 
to come ; in order, as they faid, to head a bo ■
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dy of Dutch troops, with which De Wit pro- 
pofed to invade England ; but the States hav­
ing tamely buffered Corbet, Okey, and Bark- 
Head, three of the regicides, who had taken 
fnelter at Delft, in 1661, to be trapanned, 
and lent prifoners to England, by Sir George 
Deaning, minifter to king Charles II. the 
lieutenant-general would never hearken to 
any offers from the Hague or Amfterdam, un- 
lefs the States would firft difclaim that a&ion, 
and next promife not to make any treaty with­
out fecuring all who ihould engage with them: 
but, as this was never complied with, he did 
not ftir from Vevay, though he had procured 
a pais fiom the count d’Eftrades lor that 
purpoh, had he received the acknowledgments, 
he demanded.

Whether the Englifh court had any Know- 
ledge of thefe negotiations or only gueffed that 
fomething of this fort might be fet on foot be­
tween the fugitives and the Dutch and French, 
we know not; but ihe renewed and redoubled 
her diligence, through the dutche's of Orlean’s 
and the queen- mother of England’s means, to 
get the lieutenant general and his frienda afaf- 
fmated ; many attempts being made during 
this treaty, and even after the peace, with the 
Dutch, who took no fort of care of the Re­
gicides. “ But it pleafed Providence,” fays 
he, “ to fruftrate not only thofe bloody de- 
figns, but alfo to baffle all the endeavours ufed 
by Charles II. and his mercenary tools, to

E 5 deprive 



82 BRITISH PLUTARCH, 
deprive any of the exiles of the protection 
granted, and more than once, openly avowed 
by the Canton of Bern to them.

By this means, the lieutenant-general not 
only furvived Charles II. but lived to fee the' 
ruin of king James the Second, by the Revo­
lution, in which he earneftly defired to have 
been an affiftant; and left his retreat at Vevay, 
and came to England, in order to exert his old 
age in that caufe ; having feme expeditions 
of being employed in Ireland, againft the po- 
piih and other adherents, as he fly les him, to 
the abdicated king.

In this defign he ventured to appear fo 
openly in London, that an addrefs was pre- 
fented to his majefty, king William, from the 
houfe of commons, by the hands of Sir Ed­
ward Seymour, on the feventh of November, 
1689 ; that he would be pleafed to put out a 
proclamation for the apprehending of colonel 
Ludlow, attainted for the murder of king 
Charles I. &c. Whereupon, our author, be­
ing informed of the motion, hailened to the 
fea-fide ; whence, after waiting near a fort­
night for a good wind, he returned to Vevay, 
where he continued till his death, which hap­
pened in the year 1693, and in the feventy- 
third year of his age.

His corpfe was interred in the bell church 
there, in which his lady eredied a monument 
of her conjugal affection to his memory.

The
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The LIFE of

Thomas Fairfax.

fT'HOMAS, lord Fairfax, a very aftive 
I man in the parliament fervice during 

cur unhappy civil-wars, in the laft century, 
and at length general of their armies, was the 
eldeft fon of Ferdinando, lord Fairfax, by 
Mary, his wife, daughter of Edmund Shef­
field earl of Mulgrave.

He was born at Denton, within the pari ill 
of Otley, h Yorkihire, in January, 1611. 
After a proper fchool-education, he ftudied 
Tome time in St. John’s college, in Cambridge,, 
to which, in his latter days, he became a be- 
nefador.

Fie appears to have been a lover of learning, 
though he did not excel in any branch, ex­
cept it was in the Hiftory and Antiquities of 
Britain ; as will appear in the fequel.

Being of a martial difpofition, even in his 
younger years ; but finding no employment 
at home, he went and ferved in Holland as a 
volunteer, under the command of Horatio, 
lord Vere, in order to learn the art of war. 
After fome ftay there, but how long we cannot 
learn, he came back to England ; and, re­
tiring to his father’s houfe, married Anne, 
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fourth daughter of the faid lord Vere. Here 
he contradied a firong avcrfion for the court ; 
either by the infligation of his wife, who was 
a zealous Preibyterian ; or elfe by the perfua- 
hon and example of his father, who grew ac­
tively and fadliouily difafFe&ed to the king.. So 
that, upon his majefty’s firft endeavours to raife 
a guard at York for his own perfon, (appre­
hended then by the people of thofe parts, and 
found, quickly after, to be the beginning of 
an army), he was entrufted by his party to 
prefer a petition to the king, befeeching him 
to hearken to his parliament, and not to take 
that courfe of raifing forces: which peti • 
t on the king endeavouring to ihun, he prefled 
with that inftance, and followed him fo with 
it, on Heyworth moor, in the prefence of 
near one hundred thoufand people, that, at 
lad, he prefented it upon the pomel of his 
Paddle.

.Shortly after, upon the adtual breakingout 
of the civil wars, in 1642, his father having 
received a commiflion from the parliament to 
be general of the forces in the north, he had a 
commiflion under him to be general of the 
horfe.

His firft exploit was at Bradford, in York- 
ihire, which he obliged a body of Royalifts to 
quit, and to retire to Leeds. A few days af­
ter, he and captain Hotham, with fome horfe 
and dragoons marching thither, the Royalifts 
fled in hafte to York ; and the former having 
advanced to Tadcafter, refolved to keep the 

pafs.
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pafs at Wetherby, for fecuring the weft riding 
of Yorkfhire, from whence their chief fupplies 
came. Sir Thomas Glemham attempted to 
diflodge them from thence; but, after a fhort 
and fharp encounter, retired ; whereupon 
William Cavendifh, earl of Newcaftle, and 
Henry Clifford, earl of Cumberland, united: 
their forces at York, amounting to nine thou- 
fand men, and refolved to fall upon Tadcafter; 
which being judged untenable, the lord Fair­
fax, and his fon Sir Thomas, drew out to an 
advantageous piece of ground ,pear the town y 
but, after a fix hours fight, were beaten, and 
withdrew in the night to Selby.

Three days after, Sir Thomas marched in 
the night by feveral towns in which the Roy- 
alifts lay ; and came to Bradford, where he 
entrenched himfelf: but, having too many 
foldiers to lie idle, and too few to be upon 
conftant duty, he refolved to attempt his ene­
mies in their garrifons. Accordingly coming 
before Leeds, he carried that town, on the 
twenty-third of January, 1642-3, after a hot 
difpute ; wherein a good ftore of ammunition 
fell into his hands, of which he flood in great 
want.

Next day he defeated a party of feven hun­
dred horfe and foot at Gifborough, under the 
command of colonel Siingfby: and then Wake­
field and Doncafter yielded themfelves to the 
parliament. But, for thefe overt-a&s, Wil­
liam, earl of Newcaftle, the king’s general, 
proclaimed Sir Thomas and his father tray- 
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tors, and the parliament did the like for the 
earl.

In the mean time, the lord Fairfax being 
denied fuccour from Hull, and the ealt riding, 
was forced to forfake Selby, and retire to 
Leeds : of which the carl of Newcaftle hav­
ing intelligence, he lay with his army on 
Clifford moor, to intercept him in his way to 
Leeds. Whereupon Sir Thomas was ordered 
by his father to bring what men he could to 
join with him at Sherburne, on purpofe to fe- 
cure his retreat.

Toamufe the earl, Sir Thomas made a di- 
verfion atTadcafter, which the garrifon imme­
diately quitted, and whereof he flighted the 
works. But the lord Goring marching to its 
relief, with twenty troops of horfe and dra­
goons, defeated Sir Thomas upon Bramham- 
moor; who alio received a fecond defeat upon 
Seacroft-moor, where fome of his men were 
flain, and many taken prifoners; fo that he 
made his retreat with much difficulty to Leeds 
about an hour after his father was fafely come 
thither : and, according to him, this was one 
of the greateft Ioffes he ever received.

Leeds and Bradford being all the garrifons 
the parliament had in the north, Sir Thomas 
thought it neceffary to poffefs fome other 
place : therefore, with about one thoufand 
one hundred horfe and foot, he drove, on 
the twenty-firR of May, the Royaliils out of 
Wakefield, which they had feized again; and 
took one thoufand four hundred prifoners., 

eighty
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eighty officers, and great (tore of ammunition : 
but, (hortly after, the earl of Newcaftle coin­
ing to befiege Bradford, and Sir Thomas and 
his father having the boldnefs, with about 
three thoufand men, to go and attack his whole 
army, which confided of ten thoufand men, 
on Adderton-moor, they were entirely routed 
by the earl, on the thirtieth of June, with a 
considerable lofs.

Upon that, Halifax and Beverley being 
abandoned by the Parliamentarians, and the 
lord Fairfax having neither a place of ftrength 
to defend himfelf in, nor a garrifon in York- 
fhire to retire to, withdrew the fame night to 
Leeds, to fecure that town; but, by his order, 
Sir Thomas flayed in Bradford with eight 
hundred foot and fixty horfe ; wherein being 
furrounded, he was obliged to force his way 
through ; in which defperate attempt, his lady, 
and many others, were taken prifoners.

At his coming to Leeds, he found things 
in great diftradtion, the council of war hav­
ing refolved to quit the town, and retreat to 
Hull, which was fixty miles off, with many of 
the king’s garrifons in the way. However, 
though there were fifty or fixty troops of Roy- 
aliils within three miles of Leeds, he got 
fafely to Selby, where there was a ferry, and 
and hardby one of the parliament’s garrifons 
at Cawood.

Immediately after his coming to Selby, be­
ing attacked by a party of horfe which pur- 

lued
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fued him, he received a (hot in the wrifi of 
his left arm, which made the bridle fall Out o^ 
his hand ; and, being among the nerves and 
veins, fuddenly let out fuch a quantity of 
blood, that he was ready to fall from his horfe; 
but taking the reins in the other hand, in 
which he had his fword, he withdrew hiinfelf 
cut of the crowd ; and, after a very trouble- 
fome and dangerous pailage, being often at­
tacked, fometimes in the front, ibmetimes in 
the rear, he came to Hull.

Upon thefe repeated difafters, the Scots 
were haftily follicited to fend twenty thoufand 
men to the aififtance of the Parliamentarians, 
who were thus likely to be overpowered.

The lord Fairfax, after his coming to Hull, 
made it his firft bufinefs to raife new forces ? 
and, in a fhort time, had about one thoufand 
five hundred foot, and fever, hundred horfe. 
The town being little, Sir Thomas was fent 
to Beverley with the horfe and fix hundred 
foot; for, the marquis of Newcaftle looking 
upon them as inconfiderable, and leaving only 
a few garrifons, was marched with his whole 
army into Lincolnfhire, having orders to go 
into Efiex, and .¿lock up London on that fide. 
But he was haitily recalled northward, upon 
the lord Fairfax’s fending out a large party 
to make an attempt upon Stanford bridge, near 
York.

The marquis, at his return into Yorkihire, 
firft diflodgedfrom Beverley Sir Thomas, who 

re-
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retreated into Hull, to which the marquis laid 
fiege, but could not carry the place. During 
the fiege, the horfe being ufclefs, and many 
dying every day, Sir Thomas was fent with' 
them over into Lincolnihire, to join the'earl 
of Manchefter’s forces, then commanded by 
major-general Cromwell. At Horn-caftle, or 
Wenfby, they routed a party of five thoufand 
men, commanded by Sir John Henderfon ; 
and, at the fame time, the befieged in Hull 
making a Tally upon the befiegers, obliged 
them to retire.

Thefe two defeats together, the one falling 
heavy upon the horfe, the other upon the 
foot, kept the royalifts all that winter from 
attempting any thing; and the parliamenta­
rians, after the taking of Lincoln, fettled 
themfelves in winter-quarters. But Sir Tho­
mas had not long the benefit of them, for in 
the coldeil feafon of the year, he was com­
manded by the parliament, to go and raife 
the feige of Nantwich in Cheihire, which the 
lord Byron, with an army from Ireland, had 
reduced to great extremity. He fet forward 
from Lincolnihire December the twenty­
ninth, and, being joined by Sir William 
Brereton, entirely routed, on the twenty-firft 
of January, the lord Byron, who was drawn 
out to meet them. After that they took 
feveral garrifons in Chefhire, particularly 
Crew-houfe, &c.

Sir Thomas having flayed in thofe parts 
till the middle of March, was ordered_back by 

his 



his father into Yorkihire, that by the conjunc­
tion of their forces he might be abler to take 
the field. They met about Ferry-bridge ; 
and colonel Bellafis, governor of York, having 
advanced to Selby, to hinder their junction, 
they found means, notwithftanding, to join, 
and entirely defeated him, on the eleventh of 
April 1644.. This good fuccefs rendered Sir 
Thomas mailer of the field in Yorkihire, and 
nothing then hindered him from marching 
into Northumberland, as he had been ordered 
by the parliament, to join the Scots, which 
were kept from advancing fouthward by the 
fuperior forces of the marquis of Newcaftle, 
quartered at Durham. But thatilrcke having 
thrown York into the utmoft diftraftion, the 
inhabitants fpeedily fent to the marquis to 
haften back thither ; by which means a way 
was left open for the Scots, who with cold, 
and frequent alarms were reduced to great 
extremity. They joined the lord Fairfax, at 
Wetherby, on the twentieth of Apiil, and 
marching on to York, laid fiege to that city, 
wherein the marquis of Newcaftle had ihnt 
himfelf up; being clofely purfued, on the way 
thither, by Sir Thomas, and major-general 
Lefley. And when prince Rupert was ad­
vancing out of Lancaihire to the relief of that 
place, they marched with fix thoufand here 
and dragoons, and five thoufand foot, to flop 
his progrefs ; but he eluding their vigilance, 
and fetching a compafs about with his army, 
which confided of above twenty-thoufand men, 

got
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got into York. Wher'eupoh the parliamenta­
rians railed the feise, and retired to Heffey- 
mcor. The English were for fighting, and 
the Scots for retreating; which laid opinion 
prevailing, they both marched away to Tad- 
cafter, there being great differences and jea­
lousies between the two nations. But the rafh 
and haughty prince, inltead of harraffing and 
wearying them outby prudent delays, refolved, 
without confulting the marquis of Newcastle 
or any of his officers, to engage them, on 
Marfton-moor, eight miles from York, on the 
fecond of July ; where that bloody battle was 
fought, which entirely ruined the king’s af­
fairs in the north. In this battle Sir Thomas 
Fairfax commanded the right wing of the 
horfe.

The prince, after his defeat, retiring to­
wards Eancafhire, and the marquis, in difcon- 
tent, failing away to Hamburgh, the three 
parliament generals came and fat down again 
before York, ~which furrendered the fifteenth 
of July:'and the north was now wholly re­
duced by the parliament’s forces, except feme 
garrifons, In September following, Sir Tho­
mas was fent to take Helmefley-caflle, where 
he received a dangerous ihot in one of his 
ffioulders, and was brought back to York, ail 
being doubtful of his recovery for fome time. 
Some time after, he was near being killed by 
a cannon-ihot before Pomfret-caftle. Hither­
to he had acquitted himfclf with undaunted 
bravery, and with great and deferved applaufe 

frotn 



gz BRITISH PLUTARCH.
from his party. Had he flopped here, or at 
fuch times, at leaf, as the king’s conccflions 
were in reafon and equity a juft ground for 
peace (much more than once) he might have 
been honourably ranked among the reft of 
thofe patriots, who took up arms only foi the 
redrefs of grievances. But his boundlefs am­
bition, and his great defire to rule, made h m 
weakly engage, with the utmoft zeal, in the 
worft and moil exceptionable parts of cur 
unhappy civil wars. For, when the parlia­
mentarians thought ft to new-model their ar­
my, and to lay afide the honeft, but unfuccefs- 
ful, Robert Devereux earl of Eftex; they 
unanimoufly voted Sir Thomas Fairfax to be 
their general in his room : and he being eafy, 
and forward to undertake or execute any thing 
he was put upon, was the more readily chofen 
by the two then prevailing parties of prefbyterians 
and indépendants. To him Oliver Cromwell 
was joined with the title of lieutenant-general, 
but with intention of being his governor ; 
and he was indeed the fpring of all his fucceed- 
ing motions. Sir Thomas being thus voted 
commander in chief of the parliament’s army, 
on the twenty-firftof January 1644-4, receiv­
ed orders from the parliament, fpeedily to come 
up from the North to London. Accordingly 
he repaired privately thither, February the 
eighteenth, and, the next day, was brought by 
four of the members into the houfe of com­
mons, where he w as highly complimented by 

the
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the fpeaker, and received his commiffion of 
general.

The fifteenth of the fame month, an ordi­
nance was made, for raifing and maintaining 
of forces under his command ; it having been 
voted, a few days, that he ihould nominate all 
the commanders in his army, to be taken out 
of any of the other armies, with the approba­
tion of both houfes.

March the twenty-fifth, the parliament or­
dered him one thoufimd five hundred pounds. 
The third of April, he went from London to 
Windfor, where he had appointed the general 
rendezvous, and continued there till the lalt 
day of that month, new-framing and modelling 
the army : or rather Cromwell doing it in his 
name. For, as Mr. Rapin well obferves, 
Cromwell had fuch an influence over him, 
that he made him do whatever he pleafed. 
April the fixteenth, he was appointed by both 
houfes governor of Hull. In the mean time, 
Taunton, in Somerfetfnire, one of the parlia­
ment’s garrifons, being clofely befieged by" the 
royalifts, Sir Thomas Fairfax received orders 
to haften to its relief, with eight thoufand 
horfe and foot. He began his march May the 
firft, and by the feventh had reached Bland­
ford in Dorfetfhire : but the king taking the 
field from Oxford, with ftrong reinforcements 
brought by the princes Rupert and Maurice; 
Sir Thomas was ordered by the parliament to 
fend three thoufand foot and fifteen hundred 
horfe to relieve Taunton, and himfelf to re­

turn
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turn with the reit of his forces to join Oliver 
Cromwell and major-general Brown, and at­
tend the king’s motions. The fourteenth of 
May he was come back as far as Newbury ; 
where having relied three nights, he went and 
forced Dennington-callle, and took a few pri- 
foners. Thence he proceeded to lay fiegc to 
Oxford, as he Was directed by the committee 
of both kingdoms, and fat down before it the 
twenty-fecond. But before he had made any 
progrefs in this fiegc, he received orders to 
draw nearer the king, who had taken Leiceller 
by ftorm, May the thirty-firft^ and was threat- 
ning the eaftern afTociated counties. Sir Tho­
mas, therefore, riling from before Oxford, 
June the fifth, arrived the fame day at March- 
Gibbon in Buckinghamihire ; on the eleventh 
he was at Wooton, and the next day at Gilf- 
borough in Northamptonihire : where he ke.pt 
his head-quarters till the fourteenth, when he 
engaged the king’s forces at the fatal and de- 
cifive battle of Nafeby, and obtained a com- 
pleat vidory. The king, after that, retiring 
into Wales, Sir Thomas wentand laid fiege on 
the fixteenth to Leiceitcr, which furrendered 
on the eighteenth. He proceeded, on the 
twenty-fecond, to Warwick, and thence (with 
a difpofition either to go over the Severn to­
wards the king, or to move weftward as he 
fhould be ordered) he marched on through 
Gloucefterftiire towards Marlborough, where 
he arrived on the twenty-eighth. And here he 
received orders from the parliament, to haften
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to the relief of Taunton, which was befiged 
again by the rcyalifh; letters being fent at 
the fame time into the affociated counties, 
for recruits, and the arrears of pay for his 
army. But July the fecond, upon his coming 
to Blandford, he was informed that the lord 
Goring had drawn off his horfe from before 
Tounton, and left his foot in the pafTages to 
block up that place, marching himfelf with the 
horfe towards Langport. Sir Thomas Fairfax 
therefore advancing againfl him, defeated him 
there on the tenth of July; and, the next day, 
went and fummoned Bridgewater, which was 
taken by ftorm on the - twenty-fecond. He 
became alfo mailer of Bath on the thirtieth of 
the fame month ; and then laid clofe fiege 
to Sherborne-cade, which was likewife taken 
by florm, Auguil the fifteenth. And having 
befiged the rich and famous city of Briflol 
from the twenty-fecond of Auguft to the tenth 
of September, it was furrendered to him by 
prince Rupert; at which the king was fo ex- 
cefTiveiy angry, that he ordered the prince to 
go and feek his fubfiilence fomewhere beyond 
lea.

After this labourious expedition, the gene­
ral reiled fome days at Bath, having fent out 
parties to reduce the cailles of the Devizes and 
Berkley, and other garrifons between the Weft 
and London; and on the twenty-third moved 
from Bath to the Devizes^ and thence to War- 
minileron the twenty-feventh, where he frayed 
till October the eighth, when he went to

Lyme



Lyme in Dorfetihire. From this place he 
came to Tiverton, of which he became maf- 
teron the nineteenth ; and then, as he could 
not undertake a formal fiege in the winter - 
feafon, he blocked up the ftrong city of Exeter, 
which did not furrender till the thirteenth of 
April following; in the mean time, he took 
Dartmouth by dorm, January the eighteenth 
1645-6 ; and fcveral forts and garriibns at 
different times. February the fixtpenth, he 
defeated the lord Hopton near Torrington. 
This nobleman retreating w i th his broken forces 
into Cornwall, Sir Thomas followed him. In 
purfuit of whom he came to Launcellon on 
the twenty-eighth of February; and to Bodmin 
on the fecond of March.

On the fourth, Mount Edgecombe was fur- 
rendered to him, and Fowey about the fame 
time.

At lad, the parliament army approaching 
Truro, where lord Hopton had his head-quar­
ters ; and he being fo hemmed in as to remain 
without poffibility of efcaping ; Sir Thomas, 
on the fifteenth of March, lent and offered 
him honourable terms, if he would capitulate. 
After fome delays and difficulties, the lord 
Hopton accepted of them ; and a treaty was 
figned by commiffioners on both fides, March 
the fourteenth ; in purfuance of which, the 
royaliils, confiding of above five thoufand 
horfe, were difbanded ; and took an oath ne­
ver to bear arms againd the parliament. But 
before the treaty was figned, the lord Hopton 

and
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and Arthur lord Capel, retired to Scilly, from 
whence they palled into Jerfey, April the 
feventcenth, with Charles, prince of Wales, 
Sir Edward Hyde, and other perfons of dif- 
tinftion. Thus the king’s army in the Weil: 
being intirely difperfed, by the vigilance and 
wonderful fuccefs of general Fairfax; he re­
turned, March the thirty-firft, to the feige of 
Exeter, which furrendered to him upon arti­
cles, the thirteenth of April, as I have already 
obferved : and with the taking of this city 
ended our general’s weftern expedition.

Having entirely fubdued thofe parts, which 
were the greateft ftrength and almoft the only 
refuge of the royalifts, he marched, with won­
derful fpeed, towards Oxford, the molt con- 
fiderable garrifon remaining in the king’s 
hands. Setting out therefore from Exeter, 
April the eighteenth, he came on thehiH: of 
May, with his army before that city, and be­
gan to lay fiege to it. The king, who was 
there, afraid of being enclofed, privately, and 
indifguife, departed from thence on the twen- 
ty-feventhof April; and, May the fourth, put 
himfelfinto the hands of the treacherous Scots. 
Oxford furrendered upon articles, June the 
ttventy-fourth, as did Wallingford July the 
twenty-fecond. After the reduction of theft? 
places, Sir Thomas went and belieged Rag- 
land caflle in Monmouthfhire, the property 
of Eenry Somerfet, marquis of Worcefter« 
which yielded Auguft the nineteenth. And 
thus, before Michaelmas 1646, the unhappy

Vol. VI. F king
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king had neither army nor fortrefs left in 
England.

The next employment required of the ge­
neral was, to difband major generalMafley’s bri­
gade, which he did at the Devizes. About 
that time he was feized with a violent fit of 
the Hone, under which he laboured many 
days. As foon as he was recovered, he took 
a journey to London ; where he arrived No­
vember the twelfth, being met fome miles off 
by great crouds of people, and the city mi­
litia. The next day, both houfes of parlia­
ment agreed to congratulate his coming to 
town, and to give him thanks for his faith­
ful fervices and wife conduit: which they did 
the day following.

Hardly had he time to reft, when he was 
called upon to convoy the two hundred thou- 
iand pounds that had been granted to the 
Scottiih army, the price of their delivering up, 
or betraying, their fovereign, king Charles. 
For that purpofe he fet out from London, 
December the eighteenth, with a fufficient 
force, carrying at the fame time fifty thoufand 
pounds for his own army.

The king being delivered by the Scots to 
the parliament’s commiffioners, at Newcaftle, 
January the thirtieth 1646-7, Sir Thomas 
went and met him, February the fifteenth, be­
yond Nottingham, in his way to Holmby; 
and his majefty flopping his horfe, Sir Tho­
mas alighted, and kifled his hand, and after­
wards mounted, and difcourfed with him as 

they
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they rode along. The firft of March follow­
ing, after long debate in parliament, he was 
voted general of the forces that were to be 
continued. He came to Cambridge the twelfth 
of the fame month, where he was highly ca- 
reifed and complimented, and created matter of 
arts.

Hitherto the crafty and ambitious Oliver 
Cromwell had permitted him to enjoy in all 
refpeCls the fupreme command, at leaft to out­
ward appearance. And, under his conduit, 
the army’s rapid fuccefs, after their new mo­
del, had much furprifed the expectation of 
the moil fanguine of their mailers, the parlia­
ment. The queftion now was, to difband th» 
majority of them after their work was done, 
and to employ a part of the reft in the reduc­
tion of Ireland. But either of the two ap­
peared to all of them intolerable. For many 
having, from the dregs of the people, rifen 
to the higheft commands, and by plundering 
and violence amaffing daily great treafures, 
they could not bear the thoughts of lofing 
fuch great advantages. To maintain theni- 
felves cherefore in the pofleflion of them, 
Cromwell and his fon-in-law Ireton, as good 
a contriver as himfelf, but a much better 
writer and fpeaker, devife how to raife a mu­
tiny, in the army, againft the parliament. 
To thi end t ey fpread a whilper among the 
foldiery, “ 7 nat the parliament, now they 
had the king, intended to diiband them ; to 
cheat them of their arrears ; and to fend them
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into Ireland, to be deftroyed by the Irifh.” 
The army, enraged at this, were taught by 
Ireton to ereft a council among themfelves, 
of two foldiers out of every troop and every 
company, to confult for the good of the ar­
my, and to aflift at the council of war, and 
advife for the peace and fafety of the kingdom. 
Thefe were called adjutators, or agitator?, 
and wholly under Cromwell’s influence and 
direftion; the moil aftive of them being his 
avowed creatures. Sir Thomas faw with un- 
eafinefshis power on the army ufurped by thefe 
agitators, the forerunners of confufion and 
anarchy, whofe defign (as he obferves) was 
to raife their own fortunes upon the public 
ruin ; and that made him refolve to lay down 
his commiflion. But he was over-perfuaded 
by the heads of the independent faftion to 
hold it, till they had accomplifhed their def- 
perate projefts, of rendering themfelves maf- 
ters not only of the parliament, but of the 
whole kingdom. For, he joined in the feveral 
petitions, and proceedings of the army, that 
tended to deitroy the parliament’s power. 
About the beginning of June, he advanced 

t owards London, to awe the parliament, though 
both houfes defired his army might not come 
within fifteen miles of the fame; June the 
fifteenth, he was a party in the charge againft 
eleven of the members of the houfe of com­
mons ; in Auguft, he efpoufed the fpeakers of 
both houfes, and the fixty-fix members that 
had fled to the army, and betrayed the pri­

vileges
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vileges of parliament : and entering London, 
Auguft the fixth, reftored them in a kind of 
triumph. For which he received the thanks 
of both houfes, and was appointed conftable 
of the Tower. He was no way concerned 
in the violent removal of the king from 
Holmby, by cornet Joyce, on the third of 
June; and waited with great refpect upon his 
majefty at Sir John Cutt’s houfe near Cam­
bridge. Being ordered on the fifteenth of the 
fame month, by the parliament, to deliver up 
the perfonof the king to fuch perfons as both 
houfes ihould appoint; that he might be 
brought to Richmond, where propofitions 
were to be prefented to him, for a fafe and 
well grounded peace : inftead of complying 
(though he feemed to do fo) he carried his 
majefty from place to place, according to the 
feveral motions of the army. And yet he 
outwardly exprefted upon moil occafions, a 
due refpect for him ; fo that his ambiguous 
conduit was owing to the fear he had, left 
the parliament ihould become mailers of the 
king’s perfon. Thus, not having the will or 
refolution to oppofe what he had not power 
enough to prevent, he refigned himfelf entire- 
to Cromwell ; and though he. wifhed nothing 
that Cromwell did, yet he contributed to 
bring it all to pafs. It was this undoubtedly 
that made him concur, January the ninth 
1647 8, in that cruel declaration of the army, 
wherein they adhered to the common’s votes, 
of “.No farther addrefs or application to the 

F 3 ‘ king;
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king ; and refolved to ¡land by the parlia­
ment, in what fhould be farther necefiary for 
fettling and fecuring the parliament and 
kingdom, without the king and againll 
him.”

His father dying at York, March the thir­
teenth, he became poHefled of his title and 
eftate ; and was appointed keeper of Ponte- 
frait-caftle, Cuilus Rotolorum of Yorkihire, 
&c. in his room. But his father’s death made 
no alteration in his condufl, he remaining the 
fame fervile and deluded tool to Cromwell’s 
ambition. For he not only font extraordinary 
fupplies, and took all pains imaginable for 
reducing colonel Foyer in Wales; but alfo 
quelled, with, the utmoft zeal and induftry, 
an infurreclion of apprentices and others in 
London, April the ninth, who had declared 
for God and king Charles. The firft of the 
fame month, he removed his head-quarters 
to St. Edmund’s-bury ; and upon the royaliils 
feizing Berwick and CarliHe ; and the ap- 
prehenfion of the Scots entering England, he 
was deiired, May the ninth, by the parliament, 
to advance in perfoninto the North, to reduce 
thofe places, and to prevent any danger from 
the threatened invaiion. Accordingly he be­
gan to march that way, the twentieth. But he 
was foon recalled, to quell an infurreftion in 
Kent, headed by George Goring earl of Nor­
wich, and Sir William Waller. Advancing 
therefore againft them from London, in the 
latter end of May, he defeated a confiderable 

party
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party of them at Maidilone. June the fecond', 
with his ufual valour. Butthe earl, and about 
live hundred °f the royalfts, getting over the 
■Thames at Greenwich into Effex, June the 
third, they were joined by feveral parties 
brought by Sir Charles Lucas, and Arthur 
lord Cape], which made up their numbers 
about four thoufand ; and went and ihut them- 
felves up in Colchefter on the twelfth of June. 
The lord Eairfax, informed of their motions* 
paffed over with his forces at Gravefend, with 
lb much expedition, that he arrived before 
Colchefter June the thirteenth. Immediately 
he fuminoned the royaliits to furrender; which 
they refufing, he attacks them the fame after­
noon with the utmoft fury. But being repai­
red, he refolved, June the fourteenth, to block 
up- the place, in order to ftarve the royaliits 
ihut up therein into a compliance. Thefe 
endured a fevere and tedious fiege of eleven 
weeks, not furrendering till Auguft the twen­
ty eighth; and feeding for about five weeks 
chiefly upon horfe-flelh ; all their endeavours 
for obtaining peace, on honourable terms, 
being inefledual. This affair is the moil ex­
ceptionable part in the lord Fairfax’s conduct. 
For, he granted worfe terms to that poor 
town, than to- any other in the whole courfe 
of the war; he endeavoured to deftroy it as 
much as pofiible; belaid an exorbitant fine., 
or ranfom, of twelve thoufand pounds, upon 
the inhabitants, to excufe them from being 
plundered ; and he vented his fury and revenge 



upon Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George 
Lifle, who had behaved in the belt and moft 
inoffenfive manner during the fiege, fparing 
that buffoon, the earl of Norwich, whole be­
haviour had been quite different ; fo that his 
name and memory there ought to be for ever 
deteftable.

After his mighty exploits againft a poor and 
unfortified town, he took a kind of triumphant 
progrefs to Ipfwich, Yarmouth, Norwich, St. 
Edmundfbury, Harwich, Merfey, and Mal- 
don. About the beginning of December, he 
came again to London, to awe that city and 
the parliament, and to forward the proceed­
ings againft the king ; quartering himfelf in 
the royal palace of Whitehall: and, by fpe« 
cial order from him and the council of the 
army, it was, that feveral members of the 
houie of commons were lecluded and impri- 
foned on the fixth and feventh of that month ; 
he being, as one exprefies it, lulled in a kind 
of ftupidity. He was foremoft in the lift of 
the king’s judges, but refufed to afl, probably 
by his lady’s perfuafion.

On the fourteenth of February, 1648-9, 
he was voted to be one of the new council of 
ftate ; but, on the nineteenth, he refufed to 
fubferibe the Teft, appointed, by parliament, 
for approving all that was done concerning the 
king and kingfhip. On the thirty-firft of 
March, he was voted general of all the forces 
in England and Ireland, more to his honour 
than intrinfic power.
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Tn May, he marched againft the' Levellers, 

who were grown very numerous, and began 
to be troublefome and formidable in Oxford- 
fhire, and utterly routed them at Burford. 
Thence, on the twenty-fecond of the fame 
month, he repaired to Oxford with Oliver 
Cromwell, and other officers, where he was 
highly feafted, and created doftor of laws.

Next, upon the appreheniion of the like 
rifings in other places, he went and viewed the 
caftles and fortifications in the Ifle of Wight, 
dnd at Southampton, and I’ortfmouth ; and 
near Guilford had a rendezvous of the army, 
which he exhorted to obedience. On the 
fourth of June, he was feafted, with other of­
ficers, &c. by the city of London, and pre- 
fented with a large and weighty bafon and 
ewer of beaten gold.

In June, 1650, upon the Scots declaring 
for king Charles II. the jun&o of the council 
of ftate having taken a refolution to be before 
hand, and not to llay to be invaded from Scot­
land, but to carry firil the war into that king­
dom ; general Fairfax, being confuted,.feemed 
to approve of the defign ; but afterwards, by 
the perfuafion of his lady, and of the prefny— 
terian miniflers, he declared himfelf unfatif- 
fied ; that there was a juft ground for the par­
liament of England to fend their army to in­
vade Scotland ; and refolved to lay down his 
commiffion rather than engage in that affair. 
Whereupon, on the twenty-fixth, the ordi­
nance whereby he was appointed commander 



in chief cf all the forces of the parliament, 
being repealed, that high truft was immedi­
ately committed to Oliver Cromwell ; who 
was glad to fee him removed, as being no 
longer necefiary, but rather an obftacle to his 
farther ambitious defigns.

For a kind of coni penfation, the parliament 
fettled an annual revenue of five thoufand 
pounds upon his lordihip.

Being thus releafed from all public employ­
ment, he went and lived quietly at his own 
houfe in Nun-Appleton, in Yorkihire ; al­
ways earneftly wifhing and praying, as we are 
aiTured, for the reftitution of the royal family; 
and fully refolved to lay hold of the firft good 
opportunity to contribute his part towards it; 
which made him always looked upon with a 
Jealous eye by the ufurpers of that time. As 
loon as he was invited by general Monk to af- 
fift.him againft Lambert’s army, he chearfully 
embraced the occafion, and appeared, on the 
third of December, 1659, at the head of a 
body of gentlemen of Yorkfnire; and, upon 
the reputation and authority of his name, the 
Irifh brigade, of one thoufand two hundred 
horie, forfook Lambert’s army, and joined 
him.

The confequence was, the immediate break­
ing of all Lambert’s forces; which gave ge­
neral Monk an eafy march into England. On 
the firft of January, 1659-60, his lordihip 
made himfelf mailer of York ; and, on the fe- 
cond of the fame month, was chofen by the

rump
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rump parliament one of the council of Hate; 
as he was again on the twenty-third of Febru­
ary enfuing; On the twenty ninth of March 
he was elected one of the knights for the 
county of York, in the healing parliament ; 
and was at the head of the committee ap­
pointed, on the third of May, by thehoufe of 
commons, to go and attend king Charles II. 
at the Hague ; to defire him to make a fpeedy 
return to his parliament, and to the exercifeof 
his kingly office.

On thefixteenth of May he waited upon his 
majefty with the reft, and attoned, in fome 
meafure, for all paft offences, by readily con­
curring and affifting in his reftbration. After 
the diffblution of the ihort healing parliament, 
he returned again to his feat in the country ; 
where he lived in a private manner till his 
death, which happened on the twelfth of 
November, 1671, in the fixtieth year of his 
age.

Several letters, remonftrances, and other 
papers, fubfcribed with his name, arc pre- 
ferved in Ruihworth, and other collections, 
being publifhed during the time he was gene­
ral; but he difowns moll of them. After his 
deceafe, Some Short Memorials, written by 
Himfelf, were publiffied; which do him no 
great honour.

The lord Fairfax, as to his perlon, was 
tall, .but not above the juft proportion; and 
of a gloomy and melancholy difpofition. He

F 6 ftami



Hammered a little, and was a bad orator in 
the moft plaufible occaiion.

As to the qualities of his mind, he was re­
ligious in the way he profefled, which was 
prelbyterianifm ; of a good natural difpofitiony 
a great lover of learning, having contributed 
to the edition of the Polyglott, and other 
large works; and a particular admirer of the 
hiftoty and antiquities of Great-Britain ; wit- 
nefs the encouragement he gave to Mr. 
Dodfworth. He was of a meek and humble 
carriage, and but of few words in difcourfe 
and council; yet, when his judgment and 
reafoh were fatisfied, he was unalterable ; and 
often ordered things exprefly contrary to the 
judgment of all his council.

His valour was unqueftionable. He was 
daring, and no felf-feeker ; and, in aftion in 
the field, he appeared fo highly tranfported, 
that fcarce any one durft fpeak a word to him, 
and he would feem like a man diftraded and 
furious:

His being outwitted by Cromwell, in fuf- 
fering himfelf to become the tool and property 
of that wicked and ambitious man, was his 
greateft blemiih. Happy would it have been 
for the nation, happy for himfelf,- if he had 
retired fooner.

THE
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The LIFE of

John Milton.

JOHN MILTON was defcended of an 
antient family of that name, at Milton, 

near Abingdon, in Oxfordihire. He was the 
fon of John Milton, a money-fcrivener, and 
born on the ninth of December, 1608. The 
family from which he defcended had been , 
long feated there, as appears by the monu­
ments ftill to be feen in the church of Milton, 
till one of them, having taken the unfortunate 
fide in the conteils between the houfes of 
York and Lancafter, was deprived of his 
eftate, except what he held by all his wife.. 
Our author’s grandfather, whole name was 
John Milton, was under-ranger, or reaper of 
the foreft of Shotover, near Halton, in Ox­
ford (hire : but a man of Milton’s genius 
needs not have the circumilances of birth 
called in to render him illuilrious, he reflects 
the higheft honour upon his family, which re­
ceives from him more glory, than the longed: 
defcent of years can give.

Milton was both educated under a domef- 
tic tutor, and likewife at St. Paul’s fchool, 
under Mr. Alexander Gill, where he made,, 
by his indefatigable application, an extraor­

dinary; 
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dinary progrcfs in learning. From his twelfth 
year he generally fat up all night at bis Ru­
dies, which, accompanied with frequent head- 
achs, proved very prejudicial to his eyes. In 
the year 1625 he was entered into-Chrift’s 
College in Cambridge, under the tuition of 
Mr. William Chappel, afterwards bilhop of 
Rofs in Ireland, and even before that time, 
had diftinguilhed himfelf by feveral Latin and 
Engliih poems. •

After he had taken the degree of mailer 
of arts, in 1632, he left the univerfity/ and 
for the fpace of five years Hved with his pa­
rents at their houfe at Horton, near Colbrook 
in Buckinghamihire, where his father having 
acquired a competent fortune, thought proper 
to retire, and fpend the remainder of his 
days.

In the year 1634 he wrote his mafque of 
Comus, performed at Ludlow-caille, before 
John earl of Bridgewater, then prefident of 
Wales: it appears from the edition of this 
mafque, publifhed by Mr. Henry Lawes, that 
the principal performers were, the lord Barclay-, 
Mr.Thomas Egerton,the ladyAlice Egerton and 
Mr. Lawes himfelf, who reprefented an atten­
dant fpirit. In 163^7 our author publiihed his 
Lycidas; in this poem he laments the death of 
his friend Mr. Edward King, who was drowned 
in his paflage from Chefter, on the Iriih feas, 
in 1637 ; it was printed the year following at 
Cambridge, in quarto, in a colleftion of La­
tin and Engliih poems upon Mr. King’s 

death.
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death, with whom he had contracted th® 
ilrongeft friendihip. The Latin epitaph in­
forms us, that Mr. King, was fon of Sir 
John King, fecretary for Ireland to queen 
Elizabeth, James I. and Charles I. and that 
he was fellow in Chrift’s College, Cambridge, 
and was drowned in the twenty-fifth year of 
his age. ’ ,.

Upon the death of his mother, Milton ob­
tained leave of his father to travel, and having 
waited upon Sir Henry Wotton, formerly am- 
bafiador at Venice, and then provofi of Eaton- 
college, to whom he communicated his de- 
fign ; that gentleman wrote a letter to him, 
dated from the college, April 18, 1638, and 
printed among the Reliquias Wottonians, and 
in Dr. Newton’s life of Milton. Immediate­
ly after the receipt of this letter our author fet 
out for France, accompanied only with one 
man who attended him through all his 
travels.

At Paris Milton was introduced to the fa­
mous Hugo Grotius, and thence went to 
Florence, Siena, Rome, and Naples, in all 
which places he was entertained with the ut- 
moft civility, by perfons of the firft diftinc- 
tion.

When our author was at Naples he was in­
troduced to the acquaintance of Giovanni 
Baptifta Manfo, Marquis of Villa, a Neapoli­
tan nobleman, celebrated for his tafte in the 
liberal arts, to whom Taflb addrefl’es his Dia- 
locge on Friendihip, and whom he likewife 

mentions 



mentions in his Gierufalcmme liberata, with 
great honour. This nobleman (hewed ex­
traordinary civilities to Milton, frequently vi- 
fited him at his lodgings, and accompanied 
him when he went to fee the feveral curiofi- 
,ties of the city. He was not content with 
giving our author thefe exterior marks of ref- 
peft only, but he honoured him with a Latin 
diftich in his praife, which is printed before 
Milton’s Latin poems. Milton, no doubt, 
-was highly pleafed with fuch extreme conde- 
-fcenfion and eileem from a perfon of the mar­
quis of Villa’s quality ; and as an evidence of 
his gratitude, he prefented the marquis, at 
his departure from Naples, his eclogue, en­
titled Manfns; which, fays Dr. Newton, is 
well worth reading among bis Latin poems; 
fo that it may be reckoned a peculiar felicity 
in the marquis of Villa’s life to have been ce­
lebrated both by Taflb and Milton, the great- 
eft poets of their nation.

Having feen the fineft parts of Italy, and 
converfed with men of the frit diftinftion, 
he was preparing to pafs over into Sicily and 
Greece, when the news from England, that a 
civil war was like to lay his country in blood, 
diverted his purpofe ; for as by his education 
and principles he was attached to the parlia­
mentary intereft, and thought itamark of abjeft 
-cowardice, for a lover of his country to take-his- 
pleafure abroad, while the friends of liberty 
were contending at home for the rights of hu­
man nature. He reialvcd therefore to return 
i u hy
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by the way of Rome, though he was diffuaded 
from pnrfuing that refolution, by the mer­
chants, who were informed by their correfpon- 
dents, that the Engliih jefuits there were form­
ing plots againft his life, in cafe he flrould re­
turn thither, on account of the great freedom 
with which he had treated their religion, and 
the boldnefs he difcovered in demonflrating 
the abfurdity of the popiih tenets. But, fted- 
fail in his refolutions, he went to Rome the 
fecond time, and flayed there two months 
more, neither concealing his name, nor de­
clining any difputations to which bis antago- 
nifts in religious opinions invited him ; he 
efcaped the fecret machinations of the jefuits, 
and came fafe to Florence, where he was re­
ceived by his friends with as mnch tendernefs 
as if he had returned to his own country. 
Here he remained two months, as he had 
donein his former viiit, excepting only an ex- 
curfion of a few days to Lucca, and then 
crofling the Appenine, and palling through 
Bologne, and Ferrara, he arrived at Venice, 
in which city he fpent a month ; and having 
ihipped off the boohs he had collected in his 
travels, he took his courfe through Verona, 
Milan, and along the lake Leman to Geneva, 
In this city he continued fome time, meeting 
there with people of his own principles, and 
contra&ed an intimate friendihip with Giovan­
ni Deodati, the moft learned profeffor of di­
vinity, whofe Annotations on the Bible are 
publilhed in Engliih; and from thence re­

turning
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turning to France the fame way he had gone 
before, he arrived fafe in England, after an 
abfence of fifteen months, in which Milton 
had fecn much of the world, read the charac­
ters of famous men, examined the policy of 
different countries, and made more extensive 
improvements than travellers of an inferior 
genius, and lefs penetration, can be fuppofed 
to do in double the time.

Soon after his return he took an handfofne 
houie in Aldengate-flreet, and undertook the 
education of his filler’s two fons, upon a plan 
of his own. In this kind of fcholaflic 
folitude he continued fome time, but he was 
not fo much immerfed in academical (Indies, 
as to Hand an indifferent fpedator of what 
was ailed upon the public theatre of his coun-. 
fy-

The nation was in great ferment in 1641, 
and the clamour againft epifcopacy running 
very high. Milton, who difcovered how much 
inferior in eloquence and learning tire puritan 
teachers were to the biihops, engaged 
warmly with the former in fupport of the 
common caufe, and exercifed all the power of 
which he was capable, in endeavouring to 
overthrow the prelatical eflabliihment, and 
accordingly publiihed five trails relating to 
church government ; they were all printed at 
London, in quarto. The firfl was intitled, 
Reformation touching Church Difcipline in 
England, and the Caufes that have hitherto 
hindered it: two books written to a friend.. 
Thefecond was of Practical Epifcopacy, and 

whether
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whether it may be deduced from apoftolical 
times, by virtue of tbofe teftimonies which are 
aliedged to that purpofe in fome late treatifes; 
one whereof goes under the name of lames 
Ufner archbiihop of Armagh. The 'third 
was tire Reafon of Church Government urged 
againft the prelacy, by Mr. John Milton, in 
two books. The fourth was Animadverfions 
upon the Remonflrant’s Defence againd Smec- 
tymnuus ; or, as the title-page is in fome co­
pies, an Apology for Smectymnuus, with 
the Reafon of Church Government, by John 
Mil ton.

In theyear 1643 Milton married the daugh­
ter of Richard Powell, Efq; of Forrefl hill 
in Oxfordlhire; who, not long after, obtain­
ing leave of her hulband to pay a vifit to her 
father in tne country, but, upon repeated 
meflages to her, refufing to return, Milton. 
feemed difpofed to marry another, and in 
1644 publifhed the doctrine and difcipline 
of divorce ; the judgment of Martin Bucer 
concerning divorce, and the year following 
his Tetrachordon and Colafterion.

Mr. Philips obferves, and would have his 
readers believe, that the reafon of his wife’s 
averfion to return to him, was the contrariety 
of their ftate-principles. The lady being 
educated in loyal notions, pcfiibly imagined, 
that if ever the regal power fhould flourifh 
again, her being conneiled with a perlon fo 
obnoxious to the king, would hurt her father’s 
interefl ; this Mr. Philip’s alledges, but, with 

fubmifUoH 
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fubmiflion to his authority, I diflent from his 
opinion. Had Ihe been afraid of marrying a 
man of Milton’s principles, the reafon was 
equally ftrong before as after marriage, and 
her father muft have feen it in that light. But 
from what caufe this averfion proceeded, 
ihe was at laft prevailed upon by her rela-# 
tions, who could forefee the danger of a ma­
trimonial quarrel, to make a fubmiflion, and 
ihe was again received with tendernefs.

About the year 1644 our author wrote a 
fmall piece in one iheet quarto, under this title, 
Education, to Mr. Samuel Hartly; reprinted 
at the end of his poems on feveral occafions ; 
and in the fame year be publiihed at London, 
in quarto, his Arcopagitica, or a Speech of 
Mr. John Milton tor the liberty of unlicenfed 
printing, to the parliament of England. In 
1645 his juvenile poems were printed at Lon­
don, and about this time his zeal for the re­
publican party had fo far recommended him, 
that a defign was formed of making him ad­
jutant-general in Sir William Waller’s army ; 
but the new-modelling the army proved an 
obftruciion to that advancement. Soon after 
the march of Fairfax and Cromwell with the 
whole army through the city, in order to 
fupprefs the infurredtion which Brown and 
MafTey were endeavouring to raife there, 
againft the army’s proceedings, he left his 
great houfe inBarbican, for a fmaller in High- 
Holborn, where he profecuted his ftudies till 
after the king’s tryal and death, when he 

publiihed
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publiihed his tenure of King’s and magiRrates. 
His obfervations on the articles of peace, be­
tween Janies earl of Ormond for king 
Charles I. on the one hand, and the Irilh 
rebels and papifis on the other hand ; and a 
letter fent by Ormond to colonel Jones gover­
nor of Dublin j and a reprefentation of the 
Scotch preibytry at BelfaR in Ireland. He 
was now admitted in the fervice of the com­
monwealth, and was made Latin fecretary to the 
council of Rate, who refolved neither to write 
nor receive letters but in the Latin tongue, 
which was common to all Rates. Thus we 
have feen Milton raifed to the dignity of La­
tin Secretary. It is fomewhat Rrange, that in 
times of general confufion, when a man of 
parts has the faireR opportunity to play off 
his abilities to advantage, that Milton did not 
rife fooner, nor to a greater elevation; he was 
employed by thofe in authority only as a wri­
ter, which conferred no power upon him, 
and kept him in a kind of obfeurity, who had 
from nature all that was proper for the field as 
well as the cabinet; for we are affured that 
Milton was a man of confirmed courage. In 
165-1 our author pubiifhed his Pro Populo An- 
glicano Defenfio, for which he was rewarded 
by the commonwealth, with a prefent of a 
thoufand pounds, and had a confiderable 
hand in correcting and poliihing a piece writ­
ten by his nephew, Mr. John Philips, and 
printed at London 1652, under this title, 
Joannis Philipyi Angli Refponfis ad Apologi-

am



118 BRITISH PLUTARCH
am Anonymi cujusdam Tenebrionis pro 
Kege & Populo Anglicano infantifiman. Du­
ring the writing and publiihing of this work, 
he lodged at one Thompfon’s, next door to 
the Bull-hcad tavern at Charing-crofs ; but 
he foon removed to a Garden-houfe in Petty- 
France, next door to lord Scudamore’s, where 
he remained from the year 16$2 till within a 
few weeks of the relloration. In this houfe, 
his firft wife dying in cbild-bed in 1652, he 
married a fecond, Catherine, the daughter of 
captain Woodcock of Hackney, who died of 
a confumption in three months after fire had 
been brought to bed of a daughter. This fe­
cond marriage was about two or three years 
after he had been wholly deprived of his fight; 
for by reafon of his continual ftudies, and the 
head-ach, to which he was fubjeit from his 
youth, and his perpetual tampering with phy- 
fic, his eyes had been decayed for twelve 
years before. In 1654 he publiihed his De- 
fenfio Secunda, and the year following his 
Defenfio pro Se.

Being now at eafe from his ftate adverfa- 
ries, and political controverfies, he had lei- 
fure again to profecute his own ftudies, and 
private defigns, particularly his hiftory of 
Britain, and his new Thefauius Linquae La- 
tinae, according to the method of Robert 
Stevens, the manufeript of which contained 
three large volumes folio, and has been made 
ufe of by the editors of the Cambridge Dic­
tionary, printed in quarto, 1693. In 1658
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he publiihed Sir Walter Raleigh’s Cabinet 
Council ; and in 1659 a treatife of 
the civil power in ecclefiaftical courts, 
and Confrdcrations touching the likelieft 
means to remove hirelings Out of the 
Church ; wherein arc alio difeourfes of tvthcs, 
church-fees, church revenues, and whether 
any maintenance of minifters can be fettled 
inlaw, Lond. 1659, in twelves.

Upon the diffolution of the parliament by 
the army, after Richard Cromwell had been 
obliged to refign the proteftorihip, Milton wrote 
a letter, in which he laid down the model of 
a commonwealth ; not fuch as he judged the 
beft, but what might be the readied fettled at 
that time, to prevent the reiteration of kind­
ly government and domellic diforders till a 
more favourable feafon, and better difpofitions 
for erefting a perfeft democracy. He drew 
up likewife another piece to the fame purpofe, 
which feems to have been addrefled to general 
Monk ; and he publiihed in February 1659, 
his ready and eafy way to eftabliih a free com­
monwealth. Soon after this he publiihed his 
Brief Notes upon a late Sermon, entitled, 
The Fear of God and the King, printed in 
quarto, Lond. 1660.

Juft before the reiteration he was removed 
from his office of Latin fecre.ary, and con­
cealed himfelf till the aft of oblivion was 
publiihed ; by the advice of his friends he ab- 
fconded. till the event of public affairs ihould 
direft him what courfe to take, for this pur­

pofe



pole he retired to a friend’s houfe in Bartho- 
lomew-clofe, near Welt-Smithfield, till the 
general amnafty was declared.

The ait of oblivion, fays Mr. Philips, 
proving as favouiable to him, as could be 
hoped or expected, through the interceffion of 
fome who flood his friends both in council 
and parliament, particularly, in the houfe of 
commons, Mr. Andrew Marvell, member for 
Hull, and who has prefixed a copy of verfes 
before his Paradife Loft, and vigorouily in his 
behalf, and made a confiderable party for him, 
fo that together with John Goodwin of Cole- 
man-ftreet, he was only fo far excepted as not 
to bear any office in the commonwealth. Mr. 
Richardton, in his life of Milton, Remarks, 
by means of Sir William Davenant who ob­
tained his remiffion, in return of his own life, 
procured by Milton’s intereft when himfelf 
Was undercondemnation. Anno 1650. A life 
was owing to Milton (Davenant’s) and it was 
?aid nobly; Milton’s for Davenant’s, at 

)avenant’s interceffion. The management of 
the affair in the houfe, whether by Signifying 
the king’s defire, or otherwife, was, perhaps, 
by thofe gentlemen named.

Milton, being fecured by his pardon, ap­
peared again in public, and removed to Jew- 
in-ftreet, where he married his third wife, 
Elizabeth, the daughter of Mr. Minfhul ofChe- 
ihire, recommended to him by his friend Dr. 
Paget, to whom he was related, but he had 
co children by her: toon after the reftoration
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he was offered the place of Latin fecretary, 
to the king, which, notwithftanding the im­
portunities of his wife, he refufed ; we'arc in­
formed, that when his wife preifed him to 
comply with the times, and accept the king’s 
offer, he made anfwer, “ You are in the 
tight, my dear; you, as other women, would 
nde in your coach ; for me, my aim is 
to live and die an honeft man/’ Scon after 
his marriage with his third wife, he removed 
to a houfe in the Artillery-walk, leading-to 
Bunhill-fields, where he continued till his 
death, except during the plague, in 166^, 
when he retired with his family to St. Giles 
Chalfent Buckinghamfhire, at which time his 
I’aradife Loft was finifhed, though not pu- 
blilhed till 1667.

Mr. Richardfon has informed us, “ That 
when Milton diftated, he ufed to fit leaning 
backwards obliquely in an eafy chair, with his 
legs flung over the elbows of it ; that he fre­
quently compofed lying a-bed in a morning, 
and that when he could not fleep, but lay 
awake whole nights, he tried, but not one 
verfe could he make ; at other times flowed 
eafy his unpremeditated verfe, with a certain 
Impetus, as himfelf ufed to believe ; then, 
at what hour foever, he rung for his daughter 
to fecure what came. I have been alfo told, 
he would diftate many, perhaps forty lines in 
a breath, and then reduce them to half the 
number.”

Vol. VI. G I would



I would not omit, fays Mr. Richardfon, 
the leaft circumftance, thefe indeed are trifles, 
but even fuch contrail a fort of greatnefs, 
when related to what is great. After the 
work was ready for the prefs, it was near be­
ing fuppreifed by the ignorance, or malice of 
the licenfer, who, among other trivial ob­
jections, imagined there was treafon in that 
noble fimile, b. i. v. 594.

... ------ As when the fun new-rifen
Looks through the horizontal miily air, 
Shorn of his beams; or from behind the moon. 
In dim eclipfe, difaftrous twilight iheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs.

The ignorance of this licenfer, in objecting 
to this noble fimile, has indeed perpetuated 
his name, but it is with no advantage; he, 
no doubt, imagined, that “ Perplexes mo­
narchs,” was levelled againft the reigning 
prince, which is, perhaps, the higheft fimile 
in our language ; how ridiculoufly will peo­
ple talk who are blinded by prejudice, or heal­
ed by party. But. to return :

After Milton had finiihed this noble work 
©f genius, which does honour to human na­
ture, he difpofed of it to a bookfeller, for the 
fmall price of fifteen pounds ; under fuch pre­
judice did he then labour, and the payment 
of the fifteen pounds was to depend upon the 

fale
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fale of two numerous impreflions. This en­
gagement with his bookfeller proves him ex­
tremely ignorant of that fort of bufinefs, for 
he might be well afl’ured, that if two impref- 
fions fold, a great deal of money mull be re­
turned, and how he could difpofc of it thus 
conditionally for fifteen ponnds, appears 
ftrange ; but while it proves Milton’s igno­
rance, or inattention about his intereft in this 
affair, it, at the fame time, demonflrates the 
bookfeller’s honefty ; for he could not be ig­
norant what money would be got by two nu­
merous editions.

After this great work was publifhed, how­
ever, it lay fome time in obfeurity, and had 
the bookfeller advanced the fum ftipulated, 
he would have had reafon to repent of his bar­
gain.

It was generally reported, that the late lord 
Somers firft gave Paradife Loft a reputation ; 
but Mr. Richardfon obferves, that it was 
known and efteemed long before there was 
fuch a man as lord Somers, as appears by a 
pompous edition of it, printed by fubferip- 
fcription in 1688, where, amongft {he lift of 
fubferibers, are the names of lord Dorfet, 
Waller, Dryden, Sir Robert Howard, Duke, 
Creech, Flatman, Dr. Aldrick, Mr. Atterbu­
ry, Sir Roger L’Eftrange, lord Somers, then 
only John Somers,Efq; Mr. Richardfon fur­
ther informs us, that he was told by Sir George 
Hungerford, an ancient member of parlia­
ment, that Sir John Denham came into the
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houfe one morning with a fheet of Paradife 
Loft, wet from the prefs, in his hand, and 
being afked what he was reading ? he an- 
fwcred, part of the nobleft poem that ever 
was written in any language, or in any age; 
however, it is certain that the book was not 
known till about two years after, when the earl 
of Dorfet recommended it, as appears by the 
following ftory, related to Mr. Richardfon, by 
Dr. Tancred Robinfon, an eminent phyfician 
in London, who whs informed by Sir Fleet- 
wood Shepherd, “ That the earl, in compa­
ny with that gentleman, looking over fome 
books in Little-Britain, met with Paradife 
Loft; and being furprifed with fome paflages 
in turning it over, bought it. The bookfeller 
•defired his lordihip to fpeak in its favour, 
lince he liked it, as the impreffion'lay on his 
hands as wafte paper. The earl having read 
the poem, font it to Mr. Dryden, who, in a 
fhort time, returned it, with this anfwer;

This man cuts us all, and the ancients too.” 
Criticks have differed as to the fource from 

■which our author drew the firft hint of writing 
Paradife Loft ; Peek conjećłures that it was 
from a celebrated Spanifti romance called Gu- 
żinan, and Dr. Zachary Pearce, now biihop 
of Bangor, has alledged, that he took the firft 
hint of It from an Italian tragedy, called, Il 
Paradifo Perfo, Rill extant, and printed many 
years before he entered on his defign.

Mr. Lauder, in his Eflay on Milton’s Life 
and Imitation of the Moderns, has infinuated, 

that
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that Milton’s firft hint of I’aradife Loft, was 
taken from a tragedy of the celebrated G ro­
ti us, called Adamus Exel, and that Milton 
has not thought it beneath him to tranfplant 
fome of that author’s beauties into his noble 
work, as well as fome other flowers culled 
from the gardens of inferior geniufcs ; but 
by an elegance of art, and force of nature, 
peculiar to him, he has drawn the admiration 
of the world upon paflages, which, in their 
original authors, ftood negle&ed and undif- 
tinguiihed. If at any time he has adopted a 
fentiment of a cotemporary poet,, it deferves 
another name than plagiary ; for, as Garth 
expreffes it in the cafe of Dryden, who was. 
charged with plagiary, that, like ladies of 
quality who borrow beggars children, it is on­
ly to cloth them the better, and we know no 
higher compliment could have been paid to 
thefe moderns, than that of Milton’s doing 
them the honour to perufe them, for, like a 
prince’s accepting a prefent from a fubjeit, 
the glory is reflected on him who offers the 
gift, not on the monarch who accepts it.

In the year 1670, our author publiihed at 
London, in quarto, his Hiftory of Britain, 
that part efpecially,.now called England, from 
the firft traditional beginning, continued to 
to the Norman conqueft, collected out of the 

. ancienteft and beft authors thereof. It is re­
printed in the firft Volume of Dr. Thenet’s 
compleat Hiftcry of England. Mr. Toland, 
in his Life of Milton, page 43, observes, that

Cis * p'
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we have not this hiftory as it came out of his 
hands, for the licenfers, thefe fworn oflicers 
to deilroy learning, liberty, and good fenfe, 
expunged lèverai paffages of it, wherein he 
had expofed the fuperftition, pride, and cun­
ning of the popiih monks in the Saxon times, 
but applied by the fugacious licenfers to 
Charles II.’s biihops. In 1681, a confidera- 
ble paffage, which had been fuppreffed in the 
publication of this hiftory, was printed at 
London in quarto, under this title : Mr. John 
Mi ¡ton’s Character of the Long Parliament 
-and Affembly of Divines in 1651, omitted in 
his other Works, and never before printed. 
It is reported, and frem the foregoing charac­
ter it appears probable, that Mr. Milton had 
lent molt of his perfonal eftate upon the pu­
blic faith, which when he fomewhat earneft- 
ly preffed to have reftored, after long and 
chargeable attendance, met with very iharp 
rebukes ; upon which, at lall, defpairing of 
any fuccefs in this affair, he was forced to re­
turn from them poor and friendlefs, having 
fpent all his money, and wearied al! thofe who 
hadefpeufed his caufe, and he had not, pro­
bably, mended his circumftances in thofe days, 
but by performing fuch fervice for them, as 
afterwards he did, for which fcarce ary thing 
would appear too great.

In 167 1 he publiihed at London, in octavo, 
Paradife Regained, a poem in four books, to 
which is added, Sampfon Agoniftes : there 
is not a Wronger proof of human weaknefs, 

than
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than Milton’s preferring this poem of Para­
dife Regained, to Paradife Loft, and it is a 
natural and juft obfervation, tha* 1 c Mefliali 
in Paradife Regained, with all ms meeknefss 
unafFeftcd dignity, and clear reafoning» makes 
not fo great a figure, as when in the Paradife 
Loft he appears eloathed in the terrors of Al­
mighty vengeance, wielding the thunder of 
heaven, ami riding along the fky in the cha­
riot of power, drawn, as Milton greatly ex- 
prefles ir, “ With four Cherubic ihapes; when 
becomes dreft in awful majefty, and hurls the 
apoftate fpirits headlong into the fiery gulf of 
bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell in ada­
mantine chains and pen&L fire, who durft def/ 
the Omnipotent to arms.” Dr. Newton has 
diflented from the genera! opinion, concerning 
Paradife Regained ; “ Certainly,” fays he, 
“ it is very worthy of the author, and contrary 
to what Mr. Toland Relates. Milton may bo 
feen in ParadifeRegained, as well as in Paradife 
Loft ; if it is inferior in poetry, i know not 
whether it is inferior in fentiment; if it is lefs 
defcriptive, it is more argumentative; if it 
doesnot fometimes rife fo high, neither dc-es 
it ever fink below ; and it has not met with 
the approbation itdeferves, only becaufe it has 
not been more readand confidered. His fubjedl 
indeed is confined, and he has a narrow founda­
tion to build upon, but he has raifedas noble a 
fuperftrudtureasfuch little room, and fuchfcanty 
materials would allow. The great beauty of it 
is the contrail between the two characters of the 
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tejnpter and our Saviour; the artful fophiftry, 
and fpecious infinuations of the one, refuted 
by the Ilrong fenfe, and manly eloquence of 
the other.”

The firft thought of Paradife Regained was 
owing to Elwood the quaker, as he himfelf 
relates the occafion, in the Hiftory of his own 
Life. When Milton had lent him the manu- 
fcript of Paridife Loft at St. Giles ’ Chalfont, 
and he returned it. Milton aiiced him how he 
liked it, and what he thought of it ; “ which 
I modeftly and freely told him (fays Elwood) 
and after fome further difeourfe about it, I 
pleafantly Laid to him, Thou haft faid much of 
Paradife loft, but what haft thou to fay of a 
Paradife found? He made no anfwer, but 
fat fome time in a mufe, then broke off that 
difeourfe, and fell upon another fubjeft,” 
When Elwood afterwards waited upon him 
in- London, Milton fhewed him his Pa- 
radife Regained, and in a pleafanttone (aid to 
him, “ this is owing to you, for you put it 
into my head, by thequeftion you put to me at 
Chalfont, which before I had not thought 
of.”

In the year 1672, he publilhed his Artis 
Logicae plenior Inftitutio ad Rami methodum. 
concinnata, London in oilavo ; and in 1673, 
a difeourfe intitled, Of true Religon, Herefy, 
Scbifm, Toleration, and what beft means may 
beufed againft the growth of Popery, London 
in quarto. He publifbed likewife, the fame 
year. Poems, &c. on feveral Occafions, both
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Englifhand Latin, compofed at feveral times, . 
with a fmall Tradate of Education to Mr. 
Hartlib, London inoitavo. In 1674 he pu- 
blifhed his Epillolarum familiarium, lib. i,& 
Roluftones quaedam Oratorim in Colicgio 
Chrifti habitar, London, in ofiavo, and in the 
fame year in quart", A Declaration of the Let­
ters Patent of the King of Poland, John III. 
ele&ed on the twenty-fecond of May, anno 
dom. 1674, now faithfully tranflated from the 
Latin Copy.

Mr. Wood tells us, that Milton was thought 
to be the author of a piece called The Grand 
Cafe of Confcience ; concerning the Engage­
ment ftated and refolved ; or a ftrift Survey 
of the Solemn League and Covenant, in refe­
rence to the prefent engagement • but others 
are of opinion that the Hile and manner of 
writing do not in the leaft favour that fuppo- 
fition. His State letters were printed at Lon­
don in 1676, in twelves, and tranflated into 
Englifh, and printed in 1694, as his Brief 
Hiltory of Mufcovy, and of other lefs-known 
countries, lying eaftward of Ruffia, as far as 
Cathay, printed in 1682, in oftavo. His Hif> 
tarical, Poetical, and Mifcellaneous works 
were printed in three volumes folio, in 1698, 
at London, though Amfterdam is mentioned 
in the title-page with the life of the author,, 
by Mr. Toland; but the moil compleat and 
elegant edition of his profe works was print­
ed in two volumes in folio, at London, in 
1738. by the reverend Mr. Birch, now fecre-
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tary to the royal fociety, with an appendix 
concerning two diflertaiions, the firft concern­
ing the author of the EIKfiNBASlAlKH, the 
poitraiture of his facred majeily in his foli- 
tude and fufferings ; and the prayer of Pame­
la fubjoined to feveral editions of that book ; 
the fecond concerning the commiffion faid to 
be given by king Charles I. in 1641, to the 
Irifh papilts, for taking up arms againft the 
proteilants in Ireland. In this edition the fe­
veral pieces are difpofed according to the or­
der in which they were printed, with the ad­
dition of a Latin trail, omitted by Mr. To­
land, concerning the reafons of the war with 
Spain in 1655, and feveral pages in the hif- 
tory of Great Britain, expunged by the li- 
cenfers of the prefs, and not to be met with in 
any former impreffions. It perhaps is not my 
province to make any remarks upon the 
two grand difputations, that have fubfifted 
between the friends and enemies of Charles I. 
about the author of the Bafilike, and the com­
miffion granted to the Irifh papifts ; as to the 
laft, the reader, if he pleafes, may confult the 
Life of Lord Brohill, in which hewill find the 
myflery of iniquity difclofed, and Charles en­
tirely freed from the lead appearance of being 
concerned in granting fo execrable a commif- 
fion ; the forgery is there fully related, and 
there is all the evidence the nature of the thing 
will admit of, that the king’s memory has 
been injured by fo bafe an imputation. As 
to the fir#, it is fomewhat difficult to deter­

mine, 
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mine whether his majefty was or was 
not the author of thofe pious medita­
tions • Mr. Birch has fummed up the evi­
dence’ on both fides ; we (hall not take upon 

- us to determine, on which K, P^P0"^^?^ 
it will be proper here to obferve, the chief 
evidence againft the king in this contention, 
is Dr. Gauden, biihopof Exeter, who claimed 
that book as his, and who, in hisi letters to 11 c 
carl of Clarendon, values himfelf upon it, and 
becomes troublefomely follicitous for prefer- 
aient on that account ; he hkewifc told, tl e 
X princes that the Bafilike was not written 
bv their father, but by him; now one thutg 

clear, that Gauden was altogether without 
rarts • his Life of Hooker, which is the only 
genuine and indicated work of his,, hiews 
him a man of no extent of thinking, hi a ible 
is loofe, and negligently florid, which is dia- 
metrically oppoltl to that of thefe mechta- 

'^Another circumftance much invalidates his 
evidence, and diminifhes his reputation for 
honefty. After he had, for a confiderable 
time, profefied himfelf a Proteftant, and been 
in poffeflion of an Englifh bifhopric, and dis­
covered an ardent defire of nfmg m the 
notwithftanding this, he declared himeR, < 
his death, a Papift ; and, upon the evidence 
of fuch a man, none can determine a point 
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finely make no great fcruple to traduce the 
memory of his fovereign.

»work of Milton’s'called Icon Oclailes,
J, T2^ Br?kcn’ he tak« occafion 

to charge the king with borrowing a prayer 
iHn and pacingJh^o^ WKh°Ut -knowledginf

Soon after the fentence of the Regicides had
M-FV” executlon> thefe Meditations were 

pubhfhed; and, as'Anthony, by (hewing the 
body of murdered Caefar, excited the compaf- 
fion of multitudes, and railed their indignation 
in th1? o 5nCmieS °f that Roman, 
in ^.¿d S had thC

The Preftyterians loudly exclaimed againft 
the murder of the king : they averted,S that 
his perfon was facred, and fpilling his blood 
upon a fcafto d was a flam upon the Engliih 
annals, which the lateft time could not obli­
terate.

Thefe tragical complaints gaining ground, 
and the f ury which was lately exercifed againft 
his majefly, fubfidmg into a tendernefs for his 
S’ the confld^tion of
nis piety, which thefe meditations ferved to 
Xrproper’in order t0 aP- 

minds °f thJ PeoPle’ that a” anfwer
d 5e WrStC tOr them* Tn this taik Milton 

fi2 and ProPecuted it with vigour; but 
the moft enthufiaflic admirer of that poet,

upon
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upon reading it, will not fail to difcover a 
fpirit of bitternefs, an air of peeviihnefs and 
refentment, to run through the whole.

Milton has been charged with interpolating 
the prayer of Pamela into the king’s Medita­
tions, by the afliilance of Bradihaw, who laid 
his commands upon the printer fo to do, to 
blall the reputation of the king’s book.

Dr. Newton is of opinion that this fail is 
not well fupported; for it is related chiefly on 
the authority of Henry Hills, the printer, who 
had frequently affirmed it to Dr. Gill and Dr. 
Bernard, his phyficians, as they themfelves 
have teftified ; but, though Hills was Crom­
well’s printer, yet afterwards he turned papift, 
in the reign of king James II. in order to be 
that king’s printer; and it was at that time he 
ufed to relate this ftory ; fo that little credit is 
due to his teilimony. It is almoft impoflible 
to believe Milton capable of fuch difingenuous 
meannefs, to ferve fo bad a purpofe; and there 
is as little reafon for fixing it upon him, as he 
had to traduce the king for profaning the 
duty of prayer with the polluted traih of ro­
mances ; for, in the bell books of devotion, 
there are not many finer prayers; and the 
king might as lawfully borrow and apply it to 
his own purpofe, as the apoftle might make 
quotations from heathen poems and plays; 
and it became Milton, theleaftof all men, to 
bring fuch an accufation againft the king, as 
he was particularly fond of reading romances, 

and



and has made ufe of them in fome of the beft 
and lateft of his writings.

There have been various conjeChires con­
cerning the caufe that produced in Milton fo 
great an averfion to Charles I. One is, that, 
when Milton flood candidate for a profeilbr- 
ihip at Cambridge, with his much cilecmed 
friend Mr. King, their interefl and qualifica­
tions were equal; upon which his majefty was 
required by his nomination to fix the profei- 
for. His anfwer was, “ Let the beft natured 
man have it.” To which they who heard 
him, immediately replied, “ Then we are 
certain it cannot be Milton’s, who was ever 
remarkable for a flern ungovernable man.”

Whether this conjecture is abfolutely true, 
we cannot determine ; but, as it is not with­
out probability, it has a right to be believed 
till a more fatisfaftory one can be given.

Milton’s character, as a poet, was never 
better pourtrayed than in an epigram under his 
picture written by Mr. Dryden :

Three poets, in three diftant ages born, 
Greece, Italy, and England, did adorn. 
Thefirft, in loftinefs of thought furpafs’d ;
The next, in majeity ; in both the laft : 
The force of Nature could no further go, 
To make a third, the join’d the former two.

This great man died at his houfe at Bun­
hill on the fifteenth of November, 1674,. and 

was.
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was interred, near the body of his father, in 
the chancel of the church of St. Giles, Crip- 
plogate.

By his firft wife he had four children, a foa 
and three daughters. The daughter furvived 
the father. Anne married a mailer-builder, 
and died in child-bed of her firft child, which 
died with her ; Mary lived fingle ; Deborah 
left her father when Ihc was young, and went 
over to Ireland with a lady, and came to Eng­
land again during the troubles of Ireland un­
der king James II. She married Mr. Abraham 
Clark, a weaver in Spittlefields ; and died on 
the twenty-fourth of Auguil, 1727, in the 
feventy-fixth year of her age. She had ten 
children ; viz. feven fons and three daugh­
ters ; but none of them had any children, ex­
cept one of her fons, named Caleb ; and the 
youngeft daughter, whofe name is Elizabeth. 
Caleb went over to Fort St. George, in the 
Eaft-Indies, where he married and had two 
fons, Abraham and Ifaac. Of thofe, Abra­
ham, the elder, came to England with gover­
nor Harrifon, but returned again upon ad­
vice of his father’s death ; and, whether he 
or his brother be now living is uncertain» 
Elizabeth, the youngeft child of Deborah, 
married Mr. Thomas Fofter, a weaver, and 
lives now in Hog-lane, Shoreditch, for whom, 
Comus was performed at Drury-Lane, and 
produced her a great benefit. She has had 
¡even children, three fons and four daughters, 

who
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who are all now dead. This Mrs. Fofler is a 
plain decent looking woman.

Mr. John Ward, fellow of the royal-fociety, 
and profeifor of rhetoric in Greiham-college, 
London, faw the above Mrs. Clark, Milton’s 
daughter, at the houfe of one of her relations, 
not long before her death ; “ when ihe in­
formed me/’ fays that gentleman, “ that ihe 
and her fillers ufed to read to their father in 
eight languages; which, by pra&ice, they 
were capable of doing with great readinefs 
and accuracy, though they underftood no lan­
guage but Englifh; and their father ufed 
often to fay in their hearing, one tongue was 
enough for a woman.

“ None of them were ever fent to fchool, 
but all taught at home by a miilrefs kept for 
that purpofe. Ifaiah, Homer, and Ovid’s 
Metamorphofes, were books which they were 
often called to read to their father ; and, at 
my defire, ihe repeated a great number of 
verfes from the beginning of both thefe poets 
with great readinefs. 1 knew who Hie was 
upon the firft light of her, by the fimilitude of 
her countenance with her father’s picture ; and 
upon my telling her fo, ihe informed me, that 
Mr. Addifon told her the fame thing, on her 
going to wait on him; for he, on hearing ihe. 
was living, fent for her, and defired, if ihe 
had any papers of her father’s, ihe would 
bring them with her, as an evidence of her

• being Milton’s daughter; but immediately on 
her
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her being introduced to him, he faid, * Ma­
dam, you need no other voucher; your face 
is a fufficicnt teftimonial whofc daughter you 
are and he then made her a handfome pre- 
fent of a purfe of guineas, with a promife of 
procuring her an annual provifionfor life; but 
he dying foon after, fhe loft the benefit of his 
generous defign. She appeared to be a woman, 
of good fenfc and genteel behaviour, and to 
bear the inconveniences of a low fortune with 
decency and prudence.”

Her late majefty, queen Caroline, fent her 
fifty pounds, and ihe received prefents of mo­
ney horn feveral gentlemen not long before her 
death.

Milton had a brother, Mr. Chriftopher 
Milton, who was knighted, and made one of 
the barons of the Exchequer, in the reign of 
king James II. but he does not appear to 
have been a man of any abilities ; at leaft, if 
he had any, they are loft to pofterity in the 
luftre of his brother’s.

There is now alive a grand-daughter of 
this Chriftopher Milton, who is married to 
one Mr. George Lookup, advocate at Edin­
burgh., remarkable for his knowledge of the 
Hebrew tongue. The lady, fays Theo. Cibber, 
whom I have often leen,is extremely corpulent, 
lias in ner youth been very handfome, and is not 
deftitute of poetical genius. She has written fe­
veral copies of verfes, publiihed in the Edin­
burgh Magazines; and her face bears fome 
refemblance to thepifiure of Milton.

Mr.
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Mr. Wood, and after him Mr. Fenton, has 

given us the following defcription of Mil­
ton’s perfon.

“ He was of a moderate fize, well pro­
portioned, and of a ruddy complexion, light 
brown hair, and had handfome features ; yet 
his eyes were none of the quickeft: When he 
was a ftudent at Cambridge, he was fo fair 
and clear, that many called him the lady of 
Chrift’s college. His deportment was affable, 
and his gait ereft and manly, befpeaking 
courage and undauntedr.efs. While he had 
his fight, he wore a fword, and was well 
(killed in ufing it. He had a delicate tunea 
ble voice, an excellent ear, could play on the 
organ, and bear a part in vocal and inftru- 
mental mufic.”

The great learning and genius of Milton, 
have fcarce raifed him more admirers, than 
the part he afted upon the political Hage hath 
procured him enemies. He was in his incli­
nation a thorough republican ; and in this he 
thought like a Greek or a Roman, as he was 
very converfant with their writings ; and one 
day, Sir Robert Howard, who was a friend of 
Milton’s, and a well wither to the liberty of 
his country, aiked him, How he eame to fide 
with the Republicans ? Milton anfwered, 
among other things, “ Became theirs was the 
mod frugal government; for the trappings of 
a monarchy might fet up an ordinary com­
monwealth.” But ihen his attachment to 
Cromwell muff be condemned, as being nei­

ther
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thcr confident with his republican principles, 
nor with his love of liberty, it may be rea- 
fonably prefumed, that he was far from ap­
proving of Cromwell’s proceeding ; but con- 
fidered him as the only perfon who could ref- 
cue the nation from the tyranny ofthePrefby- 
terians, who, he faw, was about to ereft a 
worfe dominion of their own upon the ruins 
of prelatical epifcopacy ; for, if experience 
may be allowed to teach us, the prelbyterian 
government carries in it more of ecclefiaftical 
authority, and approaches more to the thunder 
of the Vatican, than any other government 
under the fun.

Milton was an enemy to fpiritual ilavery, 
he thought the chains thrown upon the mind 
were the lead tolerable ; and, in order to 
fhake the pillars of mental ufurpation, he 
clofed with Cromwell and the Indépendants, 
as he expefted under them a greater liberty of 
confcience. In matters of religion too, Mil­
ton has likewife given great offence, but infi­
dels have no reafon to glory. No fuch man 
was ever amongft them. He was perfuaded of 
the truth of the Chriilian religion ; he iludied 
and admired the holy fcriptures, and, in all 
his writings, he plainly difeovers a religious 
turn of mind.

When lie wrote the Doctrine and Difcipline 
of Divorce, he appears to have been a Calvi- 
nift ; but afterwards he entertained a more fa­
vourable opinion of Arminius. Some have 
thought that he was an Arian, but there are 

more 
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wore exprefs paflages in his works to over­
throw this opinion, than any there are to con­
firm it; for, in the conclusion of his treatife 
on Reformation, he thus folemnly invokes the 
Trinity:

“ Thou therefore that fitteft in light and 
glory unapproachable, parent of angels and of 
men I next Thee I implore, omnipotent king^ 
redeemer of that loft remnant, whofe nature 
Thou didft affume, ineffable and everlafting 
love! and Thee the third fubfiftence of the 
Divine Infinitude, illuminating fpirit, the joy 
and folace of created things! one Tii-perfonal 
Godhead.”

In the latter part of his life he was not a 
* profeffed member of any particular feft of 

Chriftians ; he frequented no public worihip, 
nor ufed any religious rites in his family. He 
was an enemy to all kinds of form, and. 
thought that all Chriftians had, in feme 
things, corrupted the fimplicity and purity of 
the Gofpel'. He believed that inward religion 
was the bcft, and that public communion had 
more of ihew in it, than any tendency to pro­
mote genuine piety and unaffe&ed goodnefs. 
The circumftances of our author were never 
very mean nor very affluent; he lived above 
want, and was content with competency. His 
father fupported him during his travels. When 
he was appointed Latin fecretary, his falary 
amounted to two hundred pounds per annum ; 
and, though he was of the victorious party, 
yet he was far from fharing the fpoils of his 

country.
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country. On the contrary, as we learn from 
his Second Defence, he fufiained great lodes 
during the civil-war, and was not at all fa­
voured in the impofition of taxes, but fome- 
jtimes paid beyond his due proportion : and, 
upon the turn of affairs, he was not only 
deprived of his place, but alfo loll two thou- 
fand pounds which he had for fecurity put into 
the Excife-office.

In the fire of London, his houfe in Bread- 
flreet was burned ; “ before which accident, 
foreigners have gone, out of devotion,” fays 
Wood, “ to fee the houfe and chamber where 
he was born.”

Some time before he died, he fold the 
greateil part of his library, as his heirs were 
not qualified to make a proper ufe of it, and 
as he thought he could difpofe of it to greater 
advantage than they could after his death.

“ He died,” fays Dr. Newton, “ by one 
means or other, worth one thoufand five hun­
dred pounds, befides his houihold-goods, which 
was no incompetent fubfiilence for him who 
was as great a philofopher as a poet.”

Milton feems not to have been very happy 
in his marriages. His firll wife offended him 
by her elopement: the fecond, whofe love, 
fweetnefs, and delicacy he celebrates, lived 
not a twelvemonth with him: and his third was 
faid to be a woman of a moft violent fpirit, 
and a fevere ftep-mother to his children»

She died,” fays Dr. Newton, “ very old, 
at Nantwich, in Chefhire ; and, from the ac­

counts 



counts of thofe who had fcen hcr, I have 
learned that file confirmed feveral things re­
lated before ; and, particularly, that her huf- 
band ufed to compofe his poetry chiefly in the 
winter; and, on his waking on a morning, 
would make her write down twenty or thiity 
verfes. Being aiked, Whether he did not 
often read Homer and Virgil, ihe underrtood 
it as an imputation upon him for ftealing from 
thefe authors s and anfwered, with eagernefs, 
that he ftole from nobody but the mufe that 
infpired him : and being aiked by a lady pre- 
fent who the mufe was, ihe anfwered, ‘ It 
was God’s grace and holy fpirit that vifited 
him nightly.’ She was likewife aiked, whom 
he approx'ed moil of our Engliih poets ; and 
anfwered, * Spenfer, Shakefpear, and Cow­
ley:’ and being aiked, what he thought of 
Dryden ; ihe faid, ‘ Dryden ufed fometimes to 
vifit him ; but he thought him no poet, but a 
good rhimeft.”

The reader will be pleafed to obferve, that 
this cenfure of Milton’s was before Dryden had 
made any great appearance in poetry, or com- 
poied thofe immortal works of genius which 
have railed eternal monuments to him, and 
carried his name to every country where poe­
try and tafte are known. Some have thought 
that Dryden’s genius was even fuperior to 
Mi! ton’s ; that the latter chiefly ihines but in 
one kind of poetry ; his thoughts are fublime, 
and his language noble ; but in what kind of 
writing has not Dryden been diftinguiihed ?

« He
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“ He is in every thing excellent,” fays Con­
greve ; “ and he has attempted nothing in 
which he has not fo fuccceded as to be entitled 
to the firft reputation from it.”

Is it to be fuppofed, that Milton was go­
verned by fo mean a principle as envy, in his 
thus cenfuring Dryden? It is more natural to 
imagine, that, as he was himfelf no friend to 
rhime; and finding Dryden in his early age 
peculiarly happy in the faculty of rhiming, 
without having thrown out any thoughts which 
were in themfelves diftinguifhedly great, Mil* 
ton might, without the imputation of ill-na­
ture, charafterife Dryden, as we have already 
feen.

THE



The L I F £ of

James Usher.

THIS great perfon, whofe life we now 
recite, was born in the city of Dubin, 

the metropolis of Ireland, upon the fourteenth 
day of January, anno domini 1580. His fa­
ther, Mr. Arnold Uiher, one of the fix clerks 
of chancery (and of good repute for his pru­
dence and integrity) was of the ancient family 
of the Uihers, alias Nevils, whofe anceftor 
(uiher to king John) coming over with him 
into Ireland, and fettling there, changed the 
name of his family into that of his office (as 
was ufual in that age) his defeendants having 
fince branched into feveral families about Dub­
lin, and for divers ages bore the moil: confider- 
able offices in and about that city.

His mother was Margaret, daughter of 
James Stanihurd, who was of considerable 
note in her time, being chofen fpeaker of the 
honourable houfe of commons in three parlia­
ments ; and was recorder of the city of Dub­
lin, and one of the mailers of chancery; and, 
that which ought always to be mentioned to 
■his honour, he was the firft mover, in the laffi 
of the three parliaments, of queen Elizabeth, 
for the founding and endowing of a college 

and
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and univerfity at Dublin; which was foon 
after confented to by her majelly ; and, being 
perfected, hath ever fince continued a famous 
nurfery for learning and good manners.

His uncle, by the father’s fide, was Henry 
Uflier, fometime archbilhop of Armagh, a 
wife and learned prelate. His uncle, by the 
mother’s fide, was Richard Stanihurft, a 
learned man, of the Romiih perfuafion, an 
excellent hillorian, philofopher, and poet, as 
appears by feveral of his works ftill extant ; 
though fome of them, for that reafon, written 
againlt his nephew ; yet, notwithhanding 
their difference in judgment, they had frequent 
correfpondences by letters.

He often mentioned two of his aunts, who 
were blind from their cradle, and fo continued, 
to their deaths, and yet were bleffed with 
admirable understandings and infpeftion in 
matters of religion; and of fitch tenacious me­
mories, that whatever they heard read out of 
the fcriptures, or was preached to them, they 
always retained ; and became fuch profici­
ents, that they were able to repeat much cf 
the Bible by heart, and were the firft that 
taught Ufher to read Englifh.

He had but one brother, Ambrofe Uflier, 
who, though he died young, yet attained to 
great ikiil and perfection in the Oriental 
tongues ; and rendered much of the Old 
Teftament, from the original Hebrew', into 
Englifh before king James’s tranflation was 
madei He alfo translated out of the Latin

Vol. VI. H into



into Engliih, that book written by his brother 
Mr. James Uiher, De Ecclefiarum Chriilia- 
narum fucceffione et ilatu ; which tranilation 
is yet only in manufcript: and of this Am- 
brofe, being a very young man, the learned 
Mr. William Eyre, in a letter to Dr. James 
Uiher, writes thus : “ Interea vero aegnofco 
me valde obseratum efle tibi, et doftifimo ju- 
veni, fratri tua Ambrofio, qui peritiflima ma- 
nu fue quaedam in meum ufum ex Alcorano 
Arabice excripfit which knowledge in the 
Arabic tongue, in thofe days, was very rare, 
efpecially in that country. But our James 
Uiher, as God had furniihed him with excel­
lent endowments of nature, a tra&able difpo- 
fition, a ftrong memory, and a ready inven­
tion ; fo, by God’s blefling, on his improve­
ment of them, by his learning and induftry, 
he arrived to that admirable perfection that 
gave him a reputation fuperior to all that he 
could derive from his family; and rendered 
his name famous beyond the narrow bounds of 
his'own country, even throughout the Chriftian 
world, wherever true piety and ufeful learn­
ing were held in any eftcem and veneration.

After he had learned to read of his aunts, 
he entered on the Bible (that book of books, 
as he ever called it) in which he made a happy 
beginning, and a more happy progrefs. When 
he became fit for a grammar fchool, it hap­
pened that two eminent perfons of the Scottilh 
nation (tho’ their bufinefs and' quality were then 

unknown
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unknown) came to Dublin,being fent over thi­
ther by king James (then king of Scotland) 
to keep a correfpondence with the Englifli 
protellant nobility and gentry about Dublin, 
inorder to fecure his intereft in that kingdom, 
when queen Elizabeth ihould come to die; 
thefe, for a colour, undertookthe employment 
of fchpolmafters to inftrudt and difcipline 
youth in learning and good education (for 
the want of fuch was very great there at that 
time). The one was James Fullerton ; (af­
terward knighted, and of the bed chamber to 
king James,) the other was James Hamilton, 
(afterward alfo knighted and created by the 
king vifcount Clandebois). To their inftruc- 
tion and tuition was our James Uiher com­
mitted by his parents, with whom he made fo 
great a proficiency in a Ihort time, that he be­
came the bed: fcholar of the fchool for Latin, 
poetry and rhetoric (all this being within the 
(pace of five years).

He would ufually fay, when he recounted 
the providences of God towards him, That he 
took this for one remarkable inftance of it. 
That he had the opportunity and advantage of 
his education from thofe men, who came thi­
ther by chance, and yet proved fo happily ufe- 
ful to himfelf and others. In this firft fcene of 
his life he was extremely addiQed to poetry, 
and much delighted with it, but afterwards 
growing to more maturity and confideration, 
he Ihook it ofF, as not fuitable to the great- 
end of his more refolved, ferious, and profita­



ble ftudics; and then fet himfelf induftrioufly 
to purfue learning of a higher nature; yet he 
always loved a good poem that was well and 
chailely writ ; and lighting once upon a paf- 
i'age in Tully, viz. “ Nefcire quid antea 
quam natus fis acciderit, id ell, temper efie 
Puerum and alfo reading Sleidan’s hillory 
of the four empires, he prelcntly rcfolved on 
the (ludy and fearch of antiquity, and all forts 
of learning, and how he might contribute to 
the advancement thereof; this was a brave 
and a manly attempt for a lad, but of twelve 
or thirteen years of age ; yet as he attempted, 
fo he conquered all the difficulties which he 
met with in the fearch after, and bringing to 
light thofe many things, which ignorance had 
corrupted, and time well-nigh buried in obli­
vion ; efpecially in a country where there was 
then fo great a fcarcity of good books, and 
learned men.

In the year 1593 was Trinity-college in 
Dublin finiihed, and James Uiher, then in 
the thirteenth year of his age, adjudged by 
his fchool-mailers fufficiently qualified for an 
admittance into that univerfity; and fo was 
entered accordingly : Dr. Loftus (fometime 
fellow of Trinity-college in Cambridge) af­
terwards archbiihop of Dublin, being firft 
provoil of that college, and Mr. Hamilton 
was one of our Uiher’s fchool-mailers, fenior 
fellow, and tutor to this early-ripe youth ; 
whofe name (as the firft fcholar there) Hands 
to this day in the firft line of the n ot 

hout
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without a future prefage, that he might prove 
an honour and ornament to that college and 
nation, as he afterwards did.

And being thus fixed, he fets himfelf in 
good earned to the ftudy of the languages 
and liberal arts, not neglefting ecclefiaftical 
hiftory and antiquity, in all which he improved 
to admiration, for between fifteen and fixteen 
years of age he had made fuch proficiency in 
chronology, that he had drawn up in Latin an 
ex aft chronicle of the Bible, as far as the 
book of kings, not much differing from the 
method of his late Annals, excepting the en­
largements infome more accurate obfervations 
and fynchronifms of heathen ftories.

The earl of Eflex being newly come over 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland, and chancellor of 
the univerfity of Dublin, there was a folemn 
aft for his entertainment. Our Ufher being 
then batchelor of arts, anfwered the philofo- 
phy aft, with great approbation. But while 
he was bufily employing himfelf in thefe flu- 
dies and great defigns, to fit himfelf for the 
divine calling of the miniftry (when he ihould 
be qualified for io high and great an employ­
ment) his father recommended to him the 
ftudy of the common law (defigning to fend 
him fhortly over to the inns of court in Eng- 
gland) but to this his fon was very averfe, it 
no ways fuiting with his natural temper and 
complexion; yet dutifully would have fub- 
mitted, if his father could not be brought to 
alter his mind in that matter; but foon after
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he died, and the paternal eftate descended to 
this his eldeft fon, being of a coniiderable va­
lue . but this young heir was fo far from be­
ing tranfported by fuch an acceifion of fortune, 
that it did not in the leaf! fliake him from his 
defign ; for he finding it fomewhat incumber­
ed with law-fuits, and fillers portions, and 
tearing thofe might prove a hindrance to the 
courfe of his ftudies, he chofe rather to com­
mit himfelf to the providence of God anew, 
and fo very frankly gave his inheritance to his 
brother, and his feveral fitters, for their por­
tions ; only referving fo much of it as might 
enable him to buy fome books, and afford 
him a competent maintainance in the col­
lege.

About the eighteenth or nineteenth year of 
his age, he being but batchelor of arts, was 
thought the fitted perfon to enter the lifts of 
difputation with a daring and learned Jefuit, 
one Henry Fitz Symonds, then prifoner in the 
Caftle of Dublin, who fent out a challenge, 
defying the greateft champion, and beft learn­
ed to difpute with him about thofe points in 
controveify between the Roman and reform­
ed churches : our Uftier accepts the challenge, 
and accordingly they met ; the jefuit made 
flight of him at firft, as but a boy, and think­
ing it a very eafy talk to baffle him, the prieft 
admits a public difputation (the fubjeéi of 
which was Bellarmina’s controverfies) and be- 
caufe the feveral matters in debate could not 
be difpatched at one or two meetings, they 

appointed
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appointed to meet once a week to argue the 
chief points in controverfy. But it feems, 
after one or two conferences, the jefuit had 
enough of it ; for though he defpifed him at 
firft, yet he did not care to have any more to. 
do with him; for, after the fecond conference, 
this- boailing Goliah declined the combat with- 
this tripling ; and not without caufe, for he 
had felt the quicknefs of his wit, the ftrength 
of his arguments and /kill in difputation; fo 
that this jefuit quickly left the field, as ap­
pears by a modeft letter which Mr. Uiher 
then writ to him, anno domini 1600.

B ing now twenty years old, and having 
lived in the college feven years, from his firit 
admiffion, he took the degree of mailer of 
arts; the fame year he was chofen catechiil- 
reader in the college. And being not long af­
ter appointed to preach conflantly before the 
Hate, at Chrift-church in Dublin, on Sundays 
in the afternoon, he made it his bufinefs to 
treat of the chief points of controverfy be­
tween the Romiih church, and ours; in which 
difcourie he was fo clear, powerful, and con­
vincing, that he thereby fettled many that 
were wavering, and converted divers from 
the fuperilitious perfuafion, to the church 
of England. Neither muft it be forgotten, 
that after the Engliih forces had beaten and 
driven out the Spaniards in 1603, who then 
came to the affiilance of the Iriih at Kinfale, 
that army refolded to do feme worthy act, that 
might be a Jailing memorial of the gallantry 

of



of military men ; and that due refpeft which 
they had for true religion and learning. To 
promote which, they raifed among themfelves 
the Sum of one thoufand eight hundred pounds, 
to buy books to furniih the library of the 
university of Dublin. And when the fum was 
raifed, it was refolved by the benefadors, that 
Dr. Chaloner, and Mr. James Uiher, Should 
have the faid one thoufand eight hundred 
pounds paid into their hands, to procure fuch 
books, as they Should judge moil neceSTary 
for the library, and moil ufeful for advance­
ment of learning, which they accordingly un­
dertook ; and coming into England Sor that 
purpofe; where, as alfo from beyond fea, 
they procured the bell books in all kinds, 
which were then to be had: fo that they moft 
faithfully difeharged that great truft, to the 
donors and the whole college’s great fatisfac- 
tion.

And it is fomewhat remarkable, that at this 
time, when the faid perfons were at London 
about laying out this money in books, they 
then met Sir 1 homas Bodley there, buying 
books for his new erected library at Oxford, 
fo that there began a correipondence between 
them upon this occafion, helping each other to 
procure the ehoiceft and bell books on feveral 
fubjefts that could be gotten, fo that the fa­
mous Bodleyan library at Oxford, and that of 
Dublin began together. About this time the 
chancellorship of St. Patrick, Dublin, being 
vacant, he was appointed to Sill it up, which 
vw the nrft eccleiiaftical preferment he had, 

and
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and which he retained without taking any 
other benefice, until he was thence promoted 
to the bilhopric of Meath. Here he lived 
fingle for fome years, and kept hofpitality pro« 
portionablc to his income ; nor cared he for any 
overplus at the year’s end (for indeed he was 
never a hoarder of money) but for looks and 
learning he had a kind of laudable coveto if- 
nefs, and never thought a good book (either 

'manufeript or printed) too dear. And in 
'this place Mr. Cambden found him, anno 
1607. When he was putting out the lail edi­
tion of his Britannia; where, fpeaking of 
Dublin, he concluded thus, “ Moil of which 
1 acknowledge to owe to the diligence and la- 
bourof James Uiher, chancellor of the churchof 
Sr. Patrick, who in various learning and judg­
ment far exceeds his years. And though he 
had here no particular obligation to preach 
(unlefs fometimes in his courfe before the 
Rate) yet he would not omit in the place from 
whence he received the profits, viz. Finglafs, 
not far from Dublin, which’ he endowed with 
a vicarage, and preached there every I,ord’s 
day, unlefs hindered by very extraordinary 
occafions.”

In the year 1607, being the twenty-feventh 
year of his age, he took the degree of batche- 
lor of divinity, and foon after he was chofcn 
divinity-profefibr in the univerfity of Dublin ; 
and about this time there being a great dif- 
pute about the Herenagh Terman, or Corban 
lands, which anciently the Chore pifeopi re- 
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ceived, which as well concerned the bifhops 
of England as Ireland, he wrote a learned 
treatile of it, fo approved, that it was fent to 
archbifhop Bancroft, and by him prefented to 
king James ; the fubftance of which was af- 
tei wards tranilated, by Sir Henry Spelman, into 
■^atm, and publiihed in the firft part of his 
Gloflary, as himfelf acknowledged, giving 
him there this character, “ Literarum infig- 
nis Pharus;” Which treatife is ftill in ma- 
nufcript at the archbiihop’s library at Lam-

This year alfo he came over into England, 
to buy books, and to converfe with learned 
men ; and was now firft taken notice of at 
court, preaching before the houfliold, which 
was a great honour in thofe days : and, 
whilft here, he made it his bufinefs to enquire 
into- the moil hidden and private paths of an­
tiquity ; for which purpofe he enquired after, 
and confulted, the beft manufcripts of both 
univerfities • and in all libraries, both pub­
lic and private; and came acquainted with the 
moft learned men here ; fuch as Camden, Sir 
Rooert votton, Sir John Boucher, after earl of 
Lath, Mr. Selden, Mr. Brigs, aftrenomy pro- 
feifor in the univerfity of Oxford, Mr. Lydi- 
ate, Dr. Davenant, after lord-bifhoo of Salis­
bury, Dr._ Ward of Cambridge, and divers 
others ; with moft of whom he kept a con- 
flant friendihip and correfpondence to their 
deaths.

After
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After this, he conflantly came over into 

England once in three years, {pending one 
month at Oxford, another at Cambridge, the 
reft of the time at London, fpendmg his time 
chiefly in the Cottonian Library, the noble 
and learned mafter of which affording him a 
free accefs, not only to that, but to his own 
converfatiorf.

This being the thirtieth year of his age, 
he was unanimouily chofen, by the fellows o 
Dublin college, to the provoftihip or that 
houfe ; but he refufed it, fearing it might 
prove a hindrance to his ftudies. No oth^. 
reafon can be given for his refuial..

In the thirty-fecond year of his age, he 
took the degree of dofior of divinity in that 
univerfity wherein he was bred, and to which 
he was admitted by Dr. Hampton, then aich- 
biihop of Armagh ; and vice-chancellor, after 
he had performed the ufual exercifes; part 01 
which was to read two folemn leftures on fome 
places of fcripture, which hethen did, on Dan» 
ix. 24, of the feventy weeks; andon’Rev. xx. 
4, explaining thofe texts fo mifapplied by the 
Millenaries both in earlier and latter times.

The next year, being at London, he pub- 
liihed his treatife De Ecclefiarum Chriftiana- 
rum Succeflione et Statu ; being much mag­
nified by Cafaban and Scultetus, in their 
Greek and Latin verfes before it, was folemnly 
prefented by archbifhop Abbot to king James, 
as the eminent firft fruits of that college of 
Dublin, It is yiwerfeft for aboat three 

t



ared years, from Gregory XI. to Leo X. i. e. 
from 1371 to j513, and from thence to this 
lail century; which he intended to have 
added, had God afforded him a longer life, 
tnough he had loft very confiderable’afliftances 
towards that defign, as you will find here’ 
alter.
. About this time alfo he altered his condi- 

tron, changing a fingle for a married life, 
parrying Phoebe, only daughter of Luke Chai- 
loner, doitor of divinity, of the antient fa- 
.naiy of tne Challoners, in Yorkihire, who 
had been a great affifter and benefaftor to the 
ate erected college at Dublin, having been 

appointed overfeer of the building, and trea- 
iurer for the money raifed to that purpofe.

was a learned and pious man, and had
a friendship for Dr. Uflier, that he 

courted his alliance, and intended, had he 
Jived, to have given him this his only daugh- 
ter, with a confiderable eftate in land and mo- 
*7^ ’ j 1 before he could fee it con- 

he charged her, upon his death-bed, 
7^1 r r‘ Ufter would marry her, fhe fhould 
think of no other perfon forahufband; which 
command of her dying father fhe punftually 
obeyed, and was married to him foon after, 
and was his wife for about forty years, and 
was always treated by him with great kind- 
nefs, and conjugal affeftion, until her death, 
which preceded his about one year and a half. 
He had by her one only child, afterwards lady 
xyrreL.

There
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There was now a parliament at Dublin, 

and fo a convocation of the clergy, when the 
articles oflrelandwere compofed and publiihed; 
and he, being a member of the fynod, was ap­
pointed to draw them up: which articles be­
ing figned by archbiihop Jones, then lord­
chancellor of Ireland, and fpeakerof the houfe 
of the bifhops in convocation, as alfo by the 
prolocutor of the houfe of the clergy in their 
names; and figned by the then lord-deputy 
Chichefter, by order from king James. But,, 
though Dr. Uiher was thus remarkable for 
piety and learning, yet he could not efcape 
the common fate of extraordinary men ; viz, 
envy and detrafiion ! for there were fome in 
Ireland, though of no great repute for learn­
ing or worth, who w ould needs have him to 
be a puritan, as then they called thofe whom 
they looked upon as difaffe&ed to the difci- 
pline of the church, as by law eilablifhed ; and 
to lay a block in the way of his future prefer­
ment, they had got fome to traduce him as 
fuch to the king, who had no great kindnefs 
for thofe men, as he had little reafon. But 
the do&or hearing of it, and having occafion, 
about this time, to come for England, as he 
always had done once in three or four years, 
the lord-deputy and council were fo fenfible of 
this fcandal, that, for his vindication, they 
writ by him a recommendatory letter to. his 
majefty’s privy-council; which chara&er, to­
gether with king James’s own converfation 

with-



with, and tryal of, Dr. Uiher, whom he Cent 
for on purpofe to that end, fo fully fatisfied 
the king, that, after he had difcourfed with 
him on divers points both of learning and re­
ligion, he was fo extremely well fatisfied with 
him, that he faid. He perceived that the 
knave puritan was a bad, but the knave’s pu­
ritan an honeft, man: and of which latter 
fort he accounted Dr. Uiher to be, fince the 
king had fo good an opinion of him, that, of 
his own accord, he now nominated him to the 
biihopric of Meath, in Ireland, being then 
void, with this expreffion, That Dr. Uiher 
was a biihop of his own making; and fo his 
conge d’elire being fent over, he was eleded 
by the dean and chapter there.

But before his going over, and while .bi- 
fhop-eleft, a parliament was convened at 
Weftminfter, and began on the firft of Febru­
ary, 1620 ; and I find this paifage among 
fome of his memorandums of that time : 
viz.

“ I was appointed by the lower houfe of 
parliament to preach at St. Margaret’s, Weil- 
miniler, on the feventh of February. The 
prebends claimed the privilege of the church, 
and their exemption from epifcopal jurifdic- 
tion for many hundred years, and offered 
their own fervice : whereupon the houfe be­
ing difpleafed, appointed the place to be at 
the Temple. I was chofen a fecond time ; 
and fecretary Calvert, by the appointment of 

the
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the Houfe, fpake to the king, that their 
choice of their preacher might ftand. The 
king faid, ‘ It was very well done.’

“ On the thirteenth of February, being 
Shrove-Tuefday, I dined at court; and, be­
twixt four and five, I kiifed the king’s hand, 
and had conference with him touching my 
fermon, He faid I had charge of an unruly 
flock to look unto the next Sunday. He 
afked me how I thought it could ftand with 
true divinity, that fo many hundreds ihould 
be tyed, upon fo ihort warning, to receive 
the communion upon a day; all could not be 
in charity, after fo late contentions in the 
houfe; many muft needs come without pre­
paration, and eat their own condemnation ; 
that himfelf required all his whole houfnold to 
receive the communion, but not all the fame 
day, unlefs at Eafter, when the whole Lent 
was a time of preparation. He bad me to tell 
them, I hoped they were all prepared, but 
wiihed they might be better; to exhort them to 
unity and concord; to love God firft, and then 
their prince and country ; to look to the ur­
gent neceflities of the times, and the miferable 
ftate of Chriftendom, with, Bis dat, qui cito 
dat.

“ On the tenth of February, the firft Sunday 
in Lent, I preached at St. Margaret’s to them; 
and, on the twenty-feventh, the houfe fent 
Sir James Perrot, and Mr. Drake, to give me 
thanks, and to defire me to print the fermon ; 
which was done accordingly; the text being 

upon 
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upon the firft of the Cor. x. 17, ‘ For we, 
being many, are one bread and one body5 for 
we are all partakers of that one bread.”

This fermon was preached by the defire of 
the houfe, and, with one more, (preached be- 

' fore the king at Wanftead, on the twentieth 
of January, 1624, upon Eph. iv. 13, con' 
cerning the unity of the catholic faith) were 
all the fermons I can find to have been pub- 
liihed by his allowance. But the lord-biihop 
eledt returning feme time after into Ireland., 
was there confecrated by Dr. Hampton, then 
lord-primate, affifted with fome other of the 
biflops. About which time fome violent Pa- 

' pifts of quality happened to be cenfured in the 
caftle-chamber at Dublin, for refuting to take 
the oaths of fupremacy and allegiance.

Upon this occafion, the ftate ordered the 
biihop of Meath, on the day of fentence, to 
make a fpeech to them, as well to inform 
their confciences of the lawfulnefs of it, as of 
the great penalties they would undergo, if 

■ they perfifted to refufe it 5 which he performed 
■ in a learned difeourfe, and it was highly ap­
proved of by his majefty.

After the biihop had been in Ireland about 
two years, it pleafed king James to employ 
him to write the Antiquities of the Britifh 
Church ; and, that he might have the better 
opportunity and means for that end, he fent 
over a letter to the lord-deputy and council of 
Ireland, commanding them to grant a licenfe 
for his being abfent from his fee. Upon 

which.
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which fummons the biihop came over into 
England, and fpent about a year in confuting 
the beft manufcripts in both univerfities and 
private libraries, in order to the perfecting 
that noble work, De Primordiis Britannica- 
rum, though it was not publiihed till above 
two years after, when we ihall take occafion 
to fpeak thereof more at large.

After his coming over again, he was for 
fome time engaged in anfwering the bold chal­
lenge of Malone, an Iriih jefuit, of the col­
lege of Lorrain; which treatife he finiihed and 
publiihed this year, 1624, in Ireland.

After the biihop had publiihed this treatife, 
he returned again into England, to give his 
laft hand to his faid work De Primordiis; and, 
being now bufied about it, the archbiihopric 
of Armagh became vacant by the death of 
Dr. Hampton, the late archbiihop ; not long 
after which, the king was pleafed to nominate 
the biihop of Meath, though there were divers 
competitors, as the fitted: perfon for that great 
charge and high dignity of the church, in re- 
fpecl of his own great merits andfervices done 
unto it; and, not long after, he was elected 
archbifnop by the dean and chapter there.

The next teftimony he received of his majef- 
ty’s favour, was his letter to a perfon of qua­
lity in Ireland, who had newly obtained the 
cuftodium of the temporalities of that fee, for­
bidding him to meddle with, or receive, any 
of the rents, or profits, of the fame ; but im~ 

immadiately 
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mediately to deliver what he had already re­
ceived unto the receivers of the prefent arch- 
bifhop, fince he was here employed in his ma- 
jefly’s fpecial fervice, &c.

Not long after this favour, it pleafed God 
to take king James, of pious memory, out of 
this world; nor was his fuccelTor lefs kind unto 
him than his father had been ; which he fig- 
nihed not long after his coming to the crown, 
by a letter under his privy-fignet to the lord­
deputy, and treafurer of the realm of Ireland, 
That, whereas the prefent archbifhop of Ar­
magh had, for many years together, on feve- 
ral occafions, performed many painful and ac­
ceptable fervices to his dear father deceafed, 
and upon his fpecial directions, That there­
fore he was pleafed, as a gracious acceptation 
thereof, and in confideration of his faid fer­
vices done, or to be done hereafter, to bellow 
upon the faid primate, out of his princely 
bounty, four hundred pounds, Engliih, out 
of the revenues of that kingdom.

But, before the return of the archbiihop 
into Ireland, we ihall here mention an acci­
dent that happened about this time : viz. 
That, in November, 162J, he was invited 
by the lord Mordaunt, and his lady, to my 
lord’s houfe, at Drayton, in Northampton- 
fhire, to confer with a prieft he then kept, by 
the name of Beaumov.t, upon the points in 
difpute between the church of Rome and ours; 
and, particularly, that the religion maintained
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by public authority, in the church of England, 
was no new religion, but the fame that was 
taught by our Saviour and his apoftles; and 
ever continued in the primitive church during 
the pureft times.

What was the iilue of this difpute, we muff 
take from the report of my lord and lady, and 
other perfons of quality there prefent: That 
this conference held for feveral days, and at 
laft ended with that fatisfaflion to them both, 
and confufion of his adverfary, that, as it con­
firmed the lady in her religion, (whom her 
lord, by the means of this pried, endeavoured 
to pervert) fo it made his lordihip fo firm a 
convert to the proteftant religion, that he lived 
and died in it.

When the lord-primate had difpatched his 
affairs in England, he then returned to be en­
throned in Ireland, having, before his going 
over, received many congratulatory letters 
from the lord vifcount Falkland, then lord­
deputy, the lord Loftus, then lord-chancellor, 
the lord archbifhop of Dublin, and divers 
others of the moil confiderable of the bifhops 
and nobility of that kingdom, exprefling their 
high fatisfadiion for his promotion to the pri­
macy.

Being now returned into his native country, 
anno 1626, and fettled in this great charge, 
having not only many churches but dioceffes 
under his care, he began carefully to infpecl 
his own diocefs firft, and the manners and 

abilities 
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abilities of thole of the clergy, by frequent 
perfonal vifitations ; admoniihing thofe he 
found faulty, and giving excellent advice and 
diredtions to the reft, charging them to ufe 
the Liturgy of the church in all public admi- 
niftrations, and to preach and catechife dili­
gently in their refpedlive cures, and to make 
the holy fcripture the rule, as well as the fub- 
jedt, of their dodlrine and fermons. Nor did 
he only endeavour to reform the clergy, 
(among whom, in fo large a diocefs, and 
where there was fmall encouragements, there 
could not but be many things amifs) but alfo 
the prodlors, apparitors, and other officers of 
his ecclefiaftical courts, againft whom there 
were many great complaints of abuies and 
exactions in his predeceflbr’s time j nor did he 
find that popery and prophanenefs had en- 
creafed in that kingdom by any thing more 
than the negledl of due catechifing and pieach­
ing • for want of which inftrudlidn, the poor 
people, that were outwardly Proteftants, were 
very ignorant of the principles cf religion ; 
and the Papifls continued ftili in a blind obe­
dience to their leaders: therefore he fet him- 
felf, with all his power, to redrefs theie neg- 
lefts, as well by his own example as by his 
ecclefiaftical difcipline ; all which proving, at 
laft, too weak for fo inveterate a difeafe, he 
obtained^his majefty’s injundtions to ftrengthen 
his authority t

The
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The winter after his coming over, there 

were fome proportions made, and offered to 
be affented unto by the Papifts, for a more 
full toileration of their religion : viz. the 
maintaining five hundred horfe and five thou- 
fand foot (wherein the Proteftants muft have 
borne fome ihare alfo) for the confideration 
of which, a great affembly of the whole na­
tion, both Papifts and Proteftants, was called 
by the then lord-deputy Falkland.

The meeting was in the hall of the caftle of 
Dublin. The biihops, by the lord-primate’s 
invitation, met firft at his houfe; and both he 
and they then unanimoufly drew up and fub- 
fcribed a proteftation againft the toleration of 
popery ; w'hich, at the next meeting of the 
affembly, on the twenty-third of April, 1627, 
he publiihed at Chrift church, before the 
lord-deputy and council, in the midft of his 
fermon ; wherein he fpake much againft men’s 
fubordinating religion, and the keeping of a 

/good confcience, to outward and worldly re- 
ipefts; and to fet their fouls to fale for the 
.gain of earthly/matters, &c.

The lord Primate, the next lord’s day, 
prea^sLbdore the fame auditory ; the text 
was, 1 Johnv. 15. “ Love not the world, 
nor the things that are in the world when 
he made the like application with the bifhop, 
rebuking fuch, who for worldly ends, like 
Judas, would fell Chrift for thirty pieces of 
filver. The judgment of the biihops pre­
vailed fo much with the proteftants, that the 

propofals 
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propofals were drove on very heavily : but 
yet upon ferious coniideration, when it was 
found that the weak and diflrafted condition 
of the kingdom, could not well fubfiil with­
out fome ftanding forces, it was refolved by 
the lord-deputy and council, that the lord pri­
mate (then a privy-counfellor) ihould, in re­
gard oPhis great eileem with all parties, de­
clare in a fpeech to the whole aflembly, the 
true Hate of the kingdom, and the neceffity of 
a Handing army for the defence thereof, a- 
gainH any foreign invaiion, or inteftine com­
motions, and confequently that a competent 
fupply was needful to be granted for that pur- 
pofe, and that without any conditions w hat­
foever, as well by the Roman catholics, as 
proteftant fubjefts; which fpeech, though it had 
not the defired effed, yet fufficiently declared 
the lord-primate’s abilities in matters of go­
vernment, whenever he would give his mind 
to them, and how well he underflood the pre­
fen t Hate of that kingdom : and it had been 
well for Ireland, if his advice had been then 
hearkened to, fince thofe Handing forces 
then moved for being to have been all pro- 
teflants; would in all probability have prevent­
ed that rebellion that fome years afterwards 
broke out in that kingdom ; but a copy of this 
fpeech being deiired by the lord deputy, was 
tranfmitted to his majeHy, who very well ap­
proved it, as much conducing to his iervice, 
and the public fafety.

After
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After his being archbiihop he laid out a 

great deal of money in books, laying afide 
every year a coniiderable fum for that end ; 
and efpecially for the procuring of manufcripts, 
as well from foreign parts as near at hand, 
having about this time, by the means of Mr. 
Thomas Davis, then merchant at Aleppo, 
procured one of thefirft Samaritan pentateuchs 

1 that ever was brought into thefe weftern parts 
of Europe (as Mr. Selden, and Dr. Walton 
acknowledge) as alfo the Old Teftament in 
Syriac, much more perfeft than had hitherto 
been feen in thefe parts ; together with other 
manufcripts of value. This pentateuch, with 
the reft, were borrowed from him by Dr. 
Walton, afterwards bifhop of Chefter, and by 
him made ufe of in the Polyglot Bible ; all 
which manufcripts being afterwards retrieved 
out of the hands of the faid biihop’s executors, 
are now in the Bodleyan library at Oxford ; a 
fit repofitory for fuch (acred monuments.

About this time the lord vifcount Falkland, 
being recalled from being deputy of Ireland, 
was waited on by the lord primate to the 
fea-fide, of whom taking his leave, and beg­
ging his bleffing, he fet fail for England, 
having before contr ¿led an intimate friend- 
fhip with the lord primate, which lafted till 
his death ; nor did the lord primate fail to ex­
prefs his friendfhip to him on all occafions af­

ter his departure, doing his utmoft by letters 
to feveral of the lords of his majefty’s privy­
council here, for his vindication from feveral 

falfe
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falfe accufations, which were then laid to his 
charge by fome of the Irifh nation, before his 
majefty; which letters, together with the vin­
dication of the council of Ireland, by their 
letter to his majefty of his juft and equal go­
vernment, did very much contribute to the 
clearing of his innocence in thofe things 
whereof he was then accufed. Anno 1631, 
my lord primate publifned at Dublin his hif- 
tory of Gottefchalcus, and of the Predeftina« 
rian Controverfy ftirred by him (being the 
firft Latin book that was ever printed in Ire« 
land). Wherein, after a ihort account of Pe- 
lagianifm, which had then much fpread itfelf 
in Spain, and Britain, he proceeds to the hif- 
tory of Gottefchalcus (a monk of the abbey 
of Orbais, who lived in the beginning of the 
ninth century) and his opinions, ihewing, out 
of Flodoardus, and other approved writers of 
that age, that the points then held by this 
learned monk, and that were then laid to his 
charge by Hincmar archbilhop of Rhemes, 
and Rabanus archbilhop of Mentz ; and which 
they got condemned in a fynod held in that 
city, as alfo in another at Quierzy, were, not- 
withftanding, defended and maintained by 
Remigius (or St. Remy) archbifnop of Ly­
ons, and the church of that diocefs, as confo- 
nant to the fcriptures and writings of the fa­
thers. And in the conclufion, my lord there 
fnews the great conftancy of this poor monk, 
who, notwitftanding his cruel whippings, and 
long imprifonment, to which he had been con­

demned
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ciemned, by the council of Mentz, till his 
death, yet he would never recant, but made 
two confeffions, of his faith, which are there 
fet down, and by which it appears, that ma­
ny things were laid to his charge, and con­
demned in thefe councils, which he never held. 
In this treatife, as the lord primate has ihewn 
himfelf excellently well {killed in the church- 
hiftory of thofe dark and ignorant ages; fo 
he there concludes, that men ihould not dog­
matize in thefe points.

The lord primate having now fat archbi- 
Ihop fixteen years, with great fatisfaifion, and 
benefit to the church, about the beginning of 
this year, came into England with his wife 
and family, intending to tarry here a year, or 
more, about his private affairs, and then to re­
turn again: but it pleafed God to difappoint 
him in thofe reiblutions., for he never faw his 
native country again ; not long after his com­
ing to London (when he had kiiTed his majef- 
ty’s -hand, and been received by him with his 
wonted favour) he went to Oxford, as well to 
be abfent from thofe heats and differences, 
which then happened in that fiiort parliament' 
as alfo with greater freedom to purfue his 
ftudies in the libraries there, where he was 
accommodated with lodgings in Chrift-church^ 
by Dr. Morice, canon of that houfe, and He­
brew profeffor ; and whilfl he was there, he 
converfed with the moft learned perfons in 
that famous univerfity, who ufed him with all 
due refpefl, whilft he continued with them ;

Vol, VI, I & 
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fo after he had refided there fome time, he return­
ed again toLondon, where, after the fitting of that 
long, and unhappy parliament, he made it his 
bufinefs, as well by preaching, as writing, to 
exhort them to loyalty, and obedience to their 
prince; endeavouring, to the utmoft of his 
power, to heal up thofe breaches, and recon­
cile thofe differences, that were ready to break 
out, both in church and date ; though it did 
not meet with that fuccefs he always defired. 
That unhappy difpute between his majefty 
and the two houfes, concerning his paffing the 
bill for the earl of Strafford’s attainder, now 
arifing, and he, much perplexed and divided 
between the clamour of a difcontented people 
and unfatisfied confcience, thought fit to ad- 
vife with fome of his bifhops, what they 
thought he ought to do in point of confcience 
(as he had before coniulted his judges in mat­
ters of law) among which his majefty thought 
fit to make choice of the lord primate 
for one, though without his feeking or 
knowledge; but fince fome men, either 
out of fpleen, or becaufe they would 
not retratft from what they had once written 
from vulgar report, have thought fit topublifh, 
as if the lord primate ihould advife the king 
to fign the bill for the faid earl’s attainder, it 
will not be amifs to give you here that relation 
which Dr. Bernard had under his own hand ; 
and has printed in the funeral fermon by him 
published : which was as followeth.

“ That Sunday morning wherein the king 
conluited with the four bi bops (of London, 

2 fhop
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Durham, Lincoln, and Carliile) the archbi- 
fhop of Armagh was not prefent, being then 
preaching (as he then accuftomed himfelf 
every Sunday to do) in the church of Covent- 
Garden ; where a meflage corning unto him 
from his majefty, he defcended from the pul­
pit, and told him that brought it, he was then 
(as he faw) employed about God’s bufinefs ; 
which as foon as he had done, he would at­
tend upon the king, to underiland his plea- 
fure: but the king fpending the whole after­
noon in the ferious debate of the lord Straf­
ford’s cafe, with the lords of his council, and 
the judges of the land, he could not before 
evening be admitted to his majefty’s prefence. 
There the queftion was again agitated, “ Whe­
ther the king in juftice, might pafs the bill of 
attainder againft the earl of Strafford (forthat 
he might fhew mercy to him was no queftion 
at all) no man doubting but that the king, 
without the leaft fcruple of confcience, might 
have granted him a pardon, if other reafons 
of ftate (in which the biihops were made neither 
judges, nor advifers) did not hinder him.

The whole refult therefore of the deter­
mination of the bifhops was to this effeft; 
that therein the matter of fad, and mat- 
ther of law, were to be diftinguifned 
that of the matter of faft, he himfelf 
might make a judgement, having been pre­
fent at all proceedings againft the faid earl ; 
where, if upon hearing the allegations on 
either fide, he did not conceive him guilty of 
the crimes wherewith he was charged, he

I 2 could
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could not in juftice condemn him : but for the 
matter in law, what was treafon, and what 
was not, he was to reft in the opinion of the 
judges; whofe office it was to declare the 
law, and who were fworn therein to carry 
themfelves indifferently betwixt him and his 
fubjedls: which gave his majefty occafion to 
complain of the dealing of the judges with 
him not long before : That having earneftly 
prefled them to declare in particular, what 
part of the lord of Strafford’s charge they 
judged to be treafonable (for as much as upon 
the hearing of the proof produced, he might 
in his confcience, perhaps, find him guiltlefs of 
that faft) he could not by any means draw 
them to nominate any in particular, but that 
upon the whole matter, treafon might juftly 
be charged upon him. And in this fecond 
•meeting, it was obferved, that the biihop of 
London fpoke nothing at all, but the biihop 
of Lincoln not only fpake, .but put a writing 
into thekmg’s hand, wherein, what was con­
tained, the reft of his brethren knew not.”

Not many months after the execution of the 
»«fortunate earl of Strafford, there came over 
the unhappy news of the breaking out of the 
horrid Iriih rebellion, in which, as his majefty’s 
(with the Engliih and proteftant) intereft in 
that kingdom, received an inexpreffible blow, 
fo likewife the lord primate bore too great a 
ihare in that common affliftion; for in a very 
few days the rebels had plundered his houie 
in the country? feized on his rents? quite ruin-
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ed, or deftroyed his tenements, killed, or 
drove away his numerous flocks, and herds of 
cattle, to very great value ; and, in a word, 
had not left him any thing in that kingdom, 
which efcaped their fury, but his library, and 
feme furniture in hishoufeat Drogheda, which 
were fecured by the ftrength of that place, 
aotwithflahding a long and dangerous fiege 
by thofe rebels ; which library was feme years 
after conveyed over to Cheftcr, and from 
thence to London : this mull needs reduce 
him to a very low condition, happening 
not long after Michaelmas, when he 
expeftad a return of his rents, fo that he was 
forced, for his prefent fupply, to fell or pawn • 
all the plate and jewels he had ; this, though 
a very great tryal, yet made not any change 
in his temper, ftill fubmitting to providence, 
with Chriltian patience. Yet thefe afflictions 
were fufficient to move compaffion, even in 
the breafts of foreigners; for, fome months 
after his lofles, the city, and univerfity of 
Leyden offered to chufe him their honorary 
profeflbr, with a more ample ftipend, than 
had been formerly annexed to tha^place: and 
Dr. Bernard, in his above cited fermon, like 
wife tells us, that cardinal Richlieu did, about 
the fame time, make him an invitation to 
come into France, with a promiie of a very 
noble penfron, and freedom of his religion 
thefe ; and that this is not unlikely may be 
proved from the great honour that cardinal 
had for him, which he exprefled by a letter fult



of kindnefs and refpeét, accompanied with a 
gold medal of confiderable value, having his 
own effigies ftamped upon it, which is ftill 
preferved ; thefe were lent him upon his pu- 
blifhing his work, De Primordiis Eccleiiarum 
Britanicarum, which prefent was alfo returned 
by the lord primate, by a letter of thanks, 
with a handfome prefent of Irifh grey-hounds, 
and other rarities which that country afforded. 
But it pleafed his majefty to provide for him 
much better in England, by conferring on 
him the bifnopric of Carlifle (then void by 
the death of Dr. Potter) to hold in commen - 
dam ; this, though very much abated by the 
Scotch and Engliffi armies quartering upon it, 
as alfo by the unhappy wars which not long 
after followed ; yet he made ihift to fubiift 
upon it, with fome other helps, until that re­
bellious houfe of commons feized upon all bi- 
ihopslauds; and though, in confederation of 
his great Ioffes in Ireland, as alfo of his own 
merits, and to make him fome fatisfaction for 
what they took away, they voted him a pen- 
iion of four hundred pounds per annum, yet 
I cannot hear that he ever received it above 
once, or twice at moft ; for the Independant 
.faition getting uppermoft, foon put an end to 
that payment.

His majefty having now left London, by 
reafon of the tumults there, and the undutiful- 
nefs of the houfe of commons towards him, 
the lord primate being more deeply affiided 
for thofe breaches, than for all his own fuffer- 

ings,
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ings, having now no more fathfailion in abid." 
ing longer in London, he refolded to remove 
thence for Oxford, not long before his ma. 
jelly’s coming thither and here, though the 
lord primate’s outward condition was much 
leffened, to what it was before, yet his great- 
nefs being- founded upon a more folid bottom 
than riches, and outward fplendor, he was re­
ceived with the fame, or rather greater kind- 
nefs and refpedt than before.

The reverend Dr. Prideaux, biihop of 
Worceiter (his good friend) lent him his houfe 
adjoining to Exeter-college, which he accept­
ed of, as being near his buiinefs at the public, 
library, where he now purfeed his itudies, 
preparing divers treatifes for the public view, 
feme of which he alfo printed there, nor did he 
lefs endeavour to be ferviceable to men’s fouls, 
than to the commonwealth of learning, preach­
ing commonly at one church or ot-her, 
every funday, and for great part of the time, 
in the forenoons, fometimes at St. Oiaves, and 
fometimes at Alhaliows, where he had con- 
fiantly a great audience, both of fchnlars and 
others ; where, notwithftanding the learned- 
nefs of moil of his hearers, he rather chofe a 
plain fubftantial wayof preaching, for the pro ­
moting of piety and virtue, than fiudied elo­
quence, or a vain orientation of learning ; fo 
that he quite put out of countenance that 
windy, affeited fort of oratory, which was 
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then much in ufe, called florid preaching, or; 
ftrong lines.

This fummer the lord primate was nominat­
ed (though againft his defire) to be one oh 
the aflembly of divines at Weftminfter, as 
were alfo Dr. Browning, biihop of Exeter; 
Dr. Weftfield, biihop of Briftol, and divers 
others of the orthodox clergy, but the lord.- 
primate neither approved of the authority 
that named him, nor yet of the bufmefs they 
met about; fothat he never troubled himfelf to 
go thither ; but when that mock aflembly 
fbund’he fcorned to come among them, they' 
complained of him to the houfe of commons^ 
whofoon voted him out again ; which yet the 
archbiihop took more kindly, than their chti- 
fing him into it; and now when this prevalent 
fadH®n, fitting at Weftminfter, found that the 
archbiihop. was not for their turn, but to the 
contrary, had in divers fermons at Oxford, 
preached againft their rebellious proceedings,, 
they were fo enraged at him, that the com­
mittee they had appointed for delinquent’s 
eftates (as they nick-named thofe who now 
faithfully ferved their prince) made an order 
for the feizing of a. ftudy of books of a con- 
fiderable value, which he had either brought 
over with him, or bought here, and were left 
behind in Chelfea-college, which were fetzed. 
accordingly, and had been fold by them, had 
nor Dr. Featly, who was then in feme favour 
with- them, by reafon of his being one that



JAMES U S H E R.' »77
fet in that affembly (thoogh othenvife 
aox and loyal) made an mtered with them,' 
By the meatU'of Mr. Selden (a member of she 
houfe, as alfo of the afiembly> 10 
books for his own ufe, either «gtft, ort£ 
laving down fome money for them , -nd 
dot diem into his hands, and fecureo then» 
for my lord primate*« ufe, at haft as many or 
them aS were net embezzled, or ftofon away 
St they were in their euftody,- as amongii 
other things divers papers and colleftions of 
his own writing, with all his letters, 
or from his learned friends (which he hao let, 
behind him there) ^ere them plimdered

And now it being given out,- that Oxfou 
would foon be befieged, and that the king 
would fpeedily quit that place, the fed pn> 
mate was advifod by hrs friends (if it were 
poffble to be avoided) not to run that hazard, 
and'therefore having been before invited- by 
his fon-in-law, Sir Timothy Tirrel (who had 
married his only daughter) toutome to them 
at Caerdiffe in Wales- (where the aid Sir Ii- 
mothy was then governor, and general o. the 
ordnance, under the lord Gerard, lieutenant- 
general of his majefty’s forces m South Wales,, 
the ford primate refolved to accept'that imi­
tation, and fo having taken leave of his majch 
tv he, with his approbation, teoK the op­
portunity of waiting upon fos foghneis^ the 
mince of Wales as far as- Briftol, and ¡rom 
ihence he went to Caerdiffe, where Ins for. 
and daughter wsfoo^ Wlth a

I 5 ' ■ 
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and afFeftion which fo good a father, after fo 
long an abfence, could expeft.

Here he Hayed almofl. a year, free from the 
dangers of war, this being a ftrong garrifon. 
and well manned, which invited many per- 
fons of quality to come thither for fafety, fo 
that the lord primate had a good opportunity 
to purfue his ftudies, having brought many 
chills of books along with him ; and he now 
made a great progrefs in the firft part of his 
annals.

Whiift he was at Caerdiffe, hismajefty, after 
the fatal battle of NaLby, came into Wales, 
to my lord marquis of Worcefter’s, at Rag­
land ; and from thence to CaerdifFe, where he 
flayed feme days ; a .d the lord-primate then 
enjoyed the fatisfaftion, though upon a fad 
occafiou, of his majeily’s excellent converfa- 
tion in the fame houfe, who received him with 
his wonted kindnefs and favour.

Whilft he was there, the lord-primate 
preached before him in the caftle ; and, when 
his majefty went away, and that the lord- 
prhnate had taken his leave of him, he de­
clared, that nothing came nearer to his heart 
than the imminent danger of the king and 
church, with the effufion of fo much Chriilian 
blood.

His majefty’s neceflities now not permitting 
him to leave many men in garrifons, he was 
forced to unfurnifii this, as well as others, of 
its foloki and ammunition ; fo that Sir Ti­
mothy Tyrrel was forced to quit that govern­

ment
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ment; ’by reafon of which, the 
being forced to remove,was in a greathr 
whither to go, the ways from thence to O^ord 
being all cat off by the enemy; fo that he b 
fome thoughts, being near the fea, of go g 
over into France, or Holland ; to both which, 
places he had been before invited, as hat _ 
been already mentioned: but,, whilftI he was- 
in this perplexity, the lady-dowager Straol g 
lent him a kind invitation to come to her caftle 
of St. Donates as foon as he pleafed ; waio 
he accepted as a great favour: but, by the 
time he was ready to go, with ms daughter, 
the lady Tyrrel, the country thereabouts was 
up in arms, in a tumultuous manner, to the 
number of ten thoufand, as was fuppofed, who 
chofe themfelves officers to form them ma 
body, pretending for the king, but yet would, 
not be governed by Enghih commanders, c< 
fuffer any Engliih garrifons m ^couatry-

This gave the lord-primate a freih difturb- 
ance, the Welih men lying upon the ways 
between that place and St. Donates: but theic 
were feme at that time in Caerdiffe, who 
would needs undertake to convey the lord- 
primate, and his company, through bye-ways,, 
fo that he might avoid this tumultuous rab­
ble ; which, though it might be well advifed 
by the then governor of Caerdiffe, and was 
faithfully enough executed by them that un­
dertook it, yet happened very ill for my!Lord 
and thofe that were with him ; for going, } 
feme private ways nea^the mountains, theg
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fell into a draggling party that were fcouting 
hereabouts, who foon led them to their maiS 

\W3%Cnme er>ough they were’ 
7'g > f^at rhey immediately fell to 

plundering and breaking open the lord-pri- 
jnate s cherts of books and other things which 
he then had with him ; ranfacking all his ma- 

-Buicripts and papers, many of them of his own 
hand-writing ; and, not content: with this, 
‘hey pulled the lord primate, and his daughter 
jnd other; ladles from their horfes ; all which 
. e lord-primate bore with his wonted pa- 

iience, and a feeming unconcernednefs ; buf 
$ow fojjie of their officers coming in fwhich 
^yere 01 the gentry of the country) feemed 
Jemucn aihamed of this barbarous treat­
ment, and by force, or fair means, caufed • 
Weir horfes, and. other things, which were ta- 
Ke» from them, to. be reftored; but as for the 
f°° rS a?d PaPers’ ihe>7 were got into too ma- 
yy hands to be then retrieved ; nor were 
thefe gentlemen fatisfed with this, but fome 
of them very civilly conduSed him through 
yie reft of this tumultuous rabble, to Sir 
John Aqbery’s houfe, not far off,, where he 
was civilly received, and lodged that night.' 
-Ue next day divers of the neighbouring gen­
try and clergy camo to vifit him, and to con- 
aoie this irreparable lofs; promising to do 
their utmoft endeavours, that what books or 
papers, were not burnt or torn, ffiould be re- 
Aored : aiyl fo very civilly waited on him to 
St, Donates ; and to let you fee that thefe 

gentlemen
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gentlemen and miniilers, did not only pro- 
mife fo, but were alfo able toperform it, they 
ufed their power with the people, pub- 
liihing in the churches all over thofe parts, 
that all that had any fuch books, or papers, 
Ihould bring them to their miniilers, or land­
lords, which they accordingly did ; fo that 
in two or three months there were brought in 
to him, by parcels,, all his>books and-papers, 
fo fully, that being put all together there were* 
found not many wantingi

Whilft the lord primate was at St. Donates, - 
hefpenthis time chiefly.in looking over the 
books and manuferipts in the library in that? 
caftle, and which had been colledled by Sir 
Edward Stradling, a great antiquary, and* 
friend of Mr. Cambden’s;. and out of thefe 
manuferipts the lord primate made many 
choice colleitions of the Britifh, or Welch« 
antiquity.

Within a little more than a month after my< 
lord primate’s coming hither, he was taken? 
with a (harp and dangerous illnefs, which be­
gan at firft with a ftranguary and fuppreflion of 
urine, with extremity of torture, which at 
laft caufed a violent bleeding- at the nofe, for 
near forty hours together; without any confi- 
derable intermiffion;, no means applied could 
flop it, fo that the phyficians, and all about 
him, defpairedof his life,. tilLat laft.(they ap­
prehending he was expiring) it'flopped of it- 
lelf; he lay a good while in a trance ; 
but it. is worth, the remembering, that whilft 

he-«
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he was in the midll of his pain, as alfo his 
bleeding, he was Hill patient, praifing God, 
and refigning up himfelf to his will, and giv­
ing all thofe about him, or that come to vifit 
him, excellent heavenly advice to a holy life, 
and due preparation for death, e’re its agonies 
feized them ; faying, it is a dangerous thing 
to leave all undone, till our laR ficknefs; I 
fear a death-bed repentance will avail us lit­
tle, if- we have lived vainly, and vicioufly, 
and neglected our converficn, till we can fin 
no longer; and then, faid he, you will find 
the comfort of it at your death ; and your 
change will be happy.

After the lord primate had fully recover­
ed his ilrength at St. Donates, and been 
moll kindly entertained, and tenderly ufed du­
ring his great weaknefs, by the lady of that 
place, he began to confider where next to 
remove, but the king’s affairs growing every 
day more defperate, and Oxford like fpeedily 
to be taken, there was no returning thither; 
nor yet had he mind to trail himfelf at Lon­
don, the fadtion there being very much exaf- 
perated againft him; therefore he began to 
reaffume his former thoughts of palling beyond 
the feas, and upon this endeavoured to get a 
veffel for his tranfportation (having before 
obtained a pafs from the earl of warwick, then 
admiral, for that purpofe) but when he had 
a veffel prepared for him, there came into the 
road, before Caerdiffe, a fquadron of fhips, 
tmder the command of one Molton, vice-ad­

miral
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miral for the parliament: whereupon the lord 
primate Cent to him (being then aihore at 
Caerdiffe) to know if he would fuffcr him to 
go by him ; and ihewed him the pafs above- 
mentioned, to which Molton returned a rude, 
and threatning anfwer, abfolutely refuting it, 
and faying, if he could get him into his hands, 
he would fend him a prifoner to the parlia­
ment ; by which you may fee how highly en­
raged thofe of that faction were againil this 
good bifhop, for adhering to the king. He 
being thus difappointed in his defign, attempt­
ed it no farther. And not long after came to 
him a moil: kind invitation from that noble 
lady, the countefs dowager of Peterborough, 
to come and make his abode with her, and 
ihe would engage that he fnould not be mo- 
leiled, but have all accommodations fuitable 
to his condition, and the great affeftion and 
eiteem ihe had for him, as a return for thofe 
benefits ihe had formerly received from him, 
in converting her lord, and fecuring herfelf 
from popery ; as has been already related : 
fo, after fome confideration, he thought fit to 
accept this kind offer ; and after having ob­
tained paifes for his journey, he left St. Do­
nates, after almoft a year’s refidence there. 
But it muit not be forgotten, that before he 
left Wales, the great expences of his ficknefs, 
and removals in the year pail, had much re­
duced him, as to his purfe, nor knew he 
where to get it fupplied ; when it pleafed 
God to put it into the hearts of divers worthy 

perfons 
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perfons of that country, to confider that the 
ford primate had not only fuffered much by 
the rudeneis of the rabble (as hath been al­
ready related) but alfo by a long and expen- 
five ficknefs: fo they fent him, unknown to 
each other, divers confiderable fums; fo that 
he had in a few weeks enough to fupply ail 
his prefent occafions, and allo to defray the 
expences of his journey into England. This- 
the good bifhop accounted a fpecial provi­
dence, and was very thankful for' it.

So the lord primate arrived fafe at the 
countefs of Peterborough’s houfe in London, 
in June following, where he was moft' kindly 
received by her; and from this time he com­
monly refided with her, at" fome or other of 
her houfes, till his death: where now he met 
with a fre Pn difturbance-. there' was an order 
of parliament, that whofoever fhould come 
from any of the king’s garrifons, to London, 
muft fignify their names to the committee at 
Goldfmiths-hail, and there give notice of their 
being in town, and where they lodged» Ac­
cordingly, jUne the eighteenth, he fent to 
Goldfmiths ’hall to ac^uaint'them, that he was 
intown, and at the countefs of Peterborough’s 
houfe, bnt they refufed to take notice of his 
being in town, without his perfbnal appear­
ance ; fo upon a fummons lent from the com­
mittee of examinations at'Weftminfter, he ap­
peared before them (being advifed by his 
friends-fo to do) they ftridtly examined him, 
where he had been ever fines his departure 

: froia
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from London, and whether he had any leave 
for his going from London to Oxford ; he 
anfwered, he had a pafs from a committee 
of both houfes ; they demanded farther, whe­
ther Sir Charles Coote or any other, ever defi- 
fed him to ufe his power with the king, for a 
toleration of religion in Ireland ? He an- 
fwered, that neither Sir Charles Coote, nor 
any other, ever moved any fuch thing to him, 
but that as foon as he heard of the Iriih agent’s- 
coming to Oxford, he went to the king, and 
befeeched his majefly not to do any thing 
with the Iriih, in point cf religion, without 
his knowledge: which his majefly promifed 
he would not and when the point of tolera­
tion came to be debated at the council-board, 
the king, with all the lords there, abfolutely’ 
denied it ; and he profefled for his part, that 
he was ever againft it, as a. thing dangerous to 
the proteftant religion : having anfwered thefe 
queries, the chairman of the committee offered 
him the negative oath (which had been made 
on purpofe for. all thofe that had adhered to 
the king, or came from any of his garrifons) 
but he defired time to confider of that, and 
fo he was difmifled, and appeared no more; 
for Mr. Selden, and others of his friends in 
the houfe, made ufe of their intereft to put a 
flop to that trouble. Not long after this, he 
retired, with the countefs of Peterborough to 
her houfe at Rygate in Surry, where he often 
preached, either in her chapel, or in the pa- 
riih church of that place, and always whilft he. 

continued;
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continued there, frequently reforted to him 
many of the bed of the gentry and clergy 
thereabouts, as well to enjoy his excellent 
converfation, as for his opinion and advice in 
matters of religion.

About the beginning of this year, 1647, he 
was chofen by the honourable fociety of Lm- 
coln’s-inn, to be their preacher, which, after 
fome follicitations, he accepted, and the trea- 
furer, and benchers of that houfe (whereof 
his good friend Mr. Hales, ft nee lord chief 
juftice, was one) ordered him handfome lodg­
ings, ready furnifhed ; as alio divers rooms for 
his library, which was about this time brought- 
up from Chefter.

Here he was moft kindly received, and. 
treated with all refpedl and honour, conftantly 
preaching all the time for almoft eight years, 
till, at laft, his eye-fight and teeth began to 
fail him, fo that he could not be well heard in. 
io large a congregation, he was forced, about 
a year and a half before his death, to quit chat 
place, to the great trouble of that honourable 
fociety.

After the lord >primate had gone and taken 
his laft leave of his majefty, at Carifbrook 
caftle, in the Ifle of Wight, he returned to 
Southampton, in order to his going towards 
London ; where he was kindly received by 
the chief of the town, and withal entreated to 
preach there the next day, being Sunday ; 
but when he thought of complying with their 
deiire, the governor of the garrifon hearing of
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it, came to the lord-primate, and told him, 
He had been informed, he intended to preach 
on the morrow ; to which he anfwered, Yes, 
’twas true. He replied, that it might be, at 
that time, of ill confequence to the place, and 
therefore widied him to forbear, for they could 
not permit it.

Not long after his return to London, his ma- 
jelly was brought up thither as a prifoner by 
the army, in order to that wicked piece o.f 
pageantry which they called his tryal ; and 
now, too foon after, came that fatal thirtieth 
of January, (never to be mentioned, or thought 
on, by all good men, without grief and de- 
teftation) on which was perpetuated the moil 
execrable villainy, under the pretence of juf­
tice, that ever was afted fince the world be­
gan ; a king murdered by his own fubje&s, 
before his own palace, in the face of the fun : 
for which the lord-primate was fo deeply fen- 
fible and aiHiilcd, that he kept that day as a 
private fail fo long as he lived.

After the fad tragedy of his majefly’s death, 
the government (if it may be fo called, was 
managed by a corrupt oligarchy, until Oliver 
Cromwell turned them out and fet himfelf up 
for protestor, by the help of his army and 
creatures, though with equal tyranny and ar? 
bitrarinefs as the former.

We cannot now omit to take notice, that 
Oliver Cromwell, to make the world believe 
that he did not perfecute men for religion, had 
for fame time before this ihewed favour to feme 

of
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of the orthodox clergy; fo that it is the lefs 
wonder if he alfo fent for the lord-primate 
to come to him, who was at firft unwilling to 
go ; but confidering that his refufal would but 
exalpe^ite him, he went accordingly, and was 
received by Cromwell with great outward 
kindnefs and civility, and promifed the arch- 
bifhopric of Armagh for twenty-one years,, 
which my lord-primate thought it no harm to 
accept. But Cromwell relenting of his pro- 
mife, delayed pafling the grant as long as the 
lord-primate lived ; and, by an imputation of 
malignancy to the lord-primate’s ion-in-laW 
and daughter,, he freed himfelf from that pro- 
mife.

Cromwell being now highly enraged againft 
the loyal party, began now to- discharge part 
his rage upon the orthodox clergy, forbid- 
ing them, under great penalties, to teach 
ichools, or to perform any part of their mi- 
nifterial fun&ion : whereupon fome of the 
moll confiderable epifcopal clergy defired the 
lord-primate that he would ufe his intereft 
with Cromwell to allow them the freedom of 
ferving God in their private congregations-^ 
according to the Liturgy of the church of Eng­
land : which, agreeable to their defire, he did 
and was at laft promifed that they fhould not 
be molefted if they meddled not with matters 
relating to his government; but, when the 
lord-primate went to get this promife ratified,, 
he faid, that he had fince confidered it in coun­
cil, and found it not fafe for him to grant 

liberty
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liberty of confcience to thofe fort of men who 
•were reRlefs and implacable enemies to him 
and his government; and fo taking a courte­
ous leave of the lord primate, he left him 
•without doubt that it was in vain to urge his 
fuit any farther.

Not long after this, viz. about the middle 
of February following, he went from London 
to Rygate, taking his laR leave of his friends 
and relations, who never had the happinefs of 
feeing him again : and, not long before his 
death, Dr. Parr preaching a fermon there, 
where this good biihop was prefent, after 
church he was pleafed to confer with him in 
•private, and fpake to this effect ;

“ I thank you for your fermon, I am going 
out of this world, and I now defire, accord­
ing to your text (Col. iii, 12.) to feek thofe 
things which are above, where ChriR fitteth 
on the right hand of God ; and to be with 
him in heaven.”

So that all his difcourfe was of heavenly 
things, as if his better part had been there al­
ready, freed from the body and all terrene 
affedions ; and he feemed as if he were feri- 
ouily confidering hisfpiritual Rate, and making 
ready for his departure, which he now ihortly 
expefted; for, on the-twentieth of March, the 
day he fell lick, after he had been molt part of 
it, as long as he had light, at his Rudy, he 
went from thence to vifit a gentlewoman then 
fick in the houfe, giving her moR excellent 
preparatives for death, together with other 

holy 
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holy advice, for almoft an hour, that night, 
after fupper, he firft complained of his hip, 
judging it to be a touch of the fciatica, which 
he had many years before. Next morning 
early he complained of a great pain in his fide ; 
and, a phyfician being fent for, he prefcribed 
what he thought convenient in that cafe ; but 
it could not thereby be removed, but rather 
encreafed more and more upon him.

Upon fome abatement of the torture, he ad- 
vifed thofe about him to provide for death in 
the time of health, that then they might have 
nothing elfe to do but to die. Then taking 
his leave of the countefs of Peterborough, by 
whom he had been fo long and kindly enter­
tained, and giving her many thanks for all her 
kindnefs to him, with excellent fpiritual coun­
cil, as a return for all her favours.

Then he defired to be left to his own private 
devotions; after which, the laft words he was 
heard to utter, about one o’clock in the after­
noon, praying for forgivenefs of fins, were 
thefe : viz. O Lord forgive me, efpecially my 
fins of omiflion! So prefently after this, in 
fure hopes of a glorious immortality, he fell 
afleep, to the great grief and affliction of the 
faid countefs, who could never fufficiently la­
ment her own and the church’s great lofs, by 
his too fudden departure out of this life.

End of the Sixth Volume,
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