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THE

BRITISH PLUTARCH.

The LIFE of

Wi l l i am Shakespear,

THERE have been feme ages in which 
Providence feemed pieafed, in a moil 

remarkable manner, to difplay itfelf, in giv
ing to the world the fined: geniufes to illumi
nate a people formerly barbarous. After a 
long night of Gothic ignorance, after many 
ages of prieftcraft and fuperliition, learning 
and genius vifited our iiland in the days of the 
renowned Elizabeth. It was then that liberty 
began to dawn, and the people, having fhook 
off the reftraints of prieftly aufterity, prefumed 
to think for themfelves.

Vol, V. B At



4 BRITISH PLUTARCH, 
ford to give his eldeft fon but a (lender educa
tion. He had bred him at a free-fchool, 
where he acquired what Latin he was mailer 
of; but how well he underilood that lan
guage ; or whether, after his leaving the 
fchool, he made a greater proficiency in it, 
has been difputed, and is a point very difficult 
to fettle. However, it is certain, that Mr. 
John Shakefpear, our author’s father, was 
obliged to withdraw him early from fchool, 
in order to have his aifillance in his own em
ployment towards fupporting the reft of the 
family.

“ It is without controverfy,” fays Rowe, 
« that in his works we fcarce find any traces 
that look like an imitation of the antients. 
The delicacy of his talle, and the natural bent 
of his own genius, equal, if not fuperior, to 
feme of the befl: of theirs, would certainly 
have led him to read and ftudy them with fo 
much pleafure, that fome of their fine images 
would naturally have infinuated themfelves in
to, and been mixed with, his own writings ; 
fo that his not copying at kail fomething from 
them, may be an argument of his never hav
ing read them. Whether his ignorance of the 
ancients was difadvantageous to him or no, 
may admit of difpute ; for, though the know
ledge of them might have made him more cor- 
refl, yet it is not improbable, but the regu
larity and deference forthem which would have 
attended that corrednefs, might have retrained 

fome



WILLIAM SHAKE SPEAR.
fome of that fire, impetuofity, and even beau
tiful extravagance, which we cannot help ad
miring in Shakefpear.”

As to his want of learning, Mr. Pope 
makes the following juft obfervation : That 
there is certainly a vaft difference between 
learning and languages. “ How far he was 
ignorant of the latter, I cannot,” fays he, 
“ determine; but it is plain he Lad much 
reading, at leaft, if they will not call it learn
ing : nor is it any great matter if a man Jias 
knowledge, whether he has it from one lan
guage or from another. Nothing is more- 
evident than, that he had a tafte for natural 
philofophy, mechanics, ancient and modern 
hiftory, poetical learning, and mythology. 
We find him very knowing in the cuftoms, 
sites and manners of the Romans. In Corio
lanus and Julius Csefar, not only the fpirit, 
but manners, of the Romans, are exactly 
drawn ; and ftill a nicer diftinftion is ffiewn 
between the manners of the Romans in the 
time of the former and the latter. His read
ing in the ancient hiftorians is no lefs confpi- 
cuous, in many references to particular paf- 
fages; and the fpeeches copied from Plutarch 
in Coriolanus, may as well be made inftances 
of his learning, as thofe copied from Cicero 
in the Cataline of Ben Johnfon.

“ The manners of other nations in general, 
the Egyptians, Venetians, French, &c. are 
drawn with equal propriety. Whatever ob-

B 3 je& 



é BRITISH PLUTARCH.
jeét of nature, or branch of fcience, he either 
fpeaks or defcribes, it is always with compe
tent, if not extenfive knowledge. His de
fenptions are Hill exadt, and his metaphors 
appropriated, and remarkably drawn, from 
the nature and inherent qualities of each fub- 
jed.

“ We have tranflations from Ovid published 
in his name, among thofe poems which pafs 
for his, ai d for fome of which we have un
doubted authority, being publiihed by him- 
Ælt, and dedicated to the earl of Southamp
ton. He appears alfo to have been con- 
verfant with Plautus, from whence he has 
taken the plot of one of his playss. He fol
lows the Greek authors, and particularly Da
tes Phrygius in another ; although I will not 
pretend,” continues M'r. Pope, “ to fay in 
what languages he read them.”

Mr. Warburton has ftrongly contended for 
Shakefpear’s learning, and has produced many 
imitations and parallel pairages with ancient 
authors; in which I am inclined to think him 
right, and beg leave to produce a few inftances 
of it. “ He always,” fays Mr. Warburton, 
“ makes an antient fpeak the language of an 
antient. So Julius Cæiar, aä i. fcene 2.

------Ye Gods ! it doth amaze me
A man of fuch a feeble temper ihould 
So get the Hart of the majeftic world, 
And bear the palm alone.

This
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This noble image is taken fr0™ th% 

lympic games. This majeftic world is a fine 
periphrafis of the Roman empire ; majeftic, 
becaufe the Romans ranked themfelves on a 
footing with kings; and a world, becaufe 
they called their empire Orbis Romanus, bu 
the whole Rory feems to allude to * 
great exemplar, Alexander, who, when he was 
aiked, Whether he would run the' courfe of the 
Olympic games ? replied, “ Yes, if the racers 
■were kings.” So again, in Anthony and Cle- 
opatra, adi. f^ene i. Anthony fays, with an 
aftoniihing fublimity,
Let Rome in Tyber melt, and the wide arch 
Of the raz’d empire fall.

Taken from the Roman cuftom of rafting tri
umphal arches to perpetuate their viftones.

And again, aft. iii. fcene 4. Oftavia fays 
to Anthony, of the difference between him and 
her brother,

—Wars ’twixt you twain would be . 
As if the world Ihould cleave, and tnat Rain.

men
Should folder up the reft.

This thought feems taken from the Rory of 
Curtius leaping into the chafm iff the Forum, 
in order to dole it; fo that, as that was doled 
by one Roman, if the whole world, were to

7 B 4 cleave



S BRITISH PLUTARCH.
cleave, Romans only could folder it up. The 
metaphor of foldering is extremely exadt, ac
cording to Mr. Warburton ; “ for,” fays he, 
“ as metal is foldered up by metal that is 
more refined than that which it folders ; fo the 
earth was to be foldered by men, who are only 
a more refined earth.” The manners of othei 
nations in general, Egyptians, Venetians, 
French, &c. are drawn with equal propriety. 
An inftance of this ihall be produced with 
regard to the Venetians. In the Merchant of 
Venice, adl. iv. fcenei.

---------His lofles,
That have of late fo huddled on his back. 
Enough to prefs a royal merchant down.

We are not to imagine the word Royal to be a 
random founding epithet: it is ufed with great 
propriety by the poet, and designed to fhew 
him well acquainted with the hiftory of the 
people whom he here brings upon the ilage : 
for, when the French and the Venetians, in 
the beginning of the thirteenth century, had 
won Conilantinople, the French, under the 
emperor Henry, endeavoured to extend their 
conquells in the provinces of the Grecian em
pire, on the Terra-Firma, while the Veneti
ans, being mailers of the fea, gave liberty to 
any fubject of the republic, who would fit out 
Reifels, to make themfelves mailers of the iiles 
of the Archipelago and other maritime places, 

to



WILLIAM S HAKESPEAR. 9 
to enjoy their conquefts in fovereignty, only 
doing homage to the republic for their feveral 
principalities.

In purfuance of this licence, the Sanados, 
the Juftiniani, the Grimaldi, the Summaripas, 
and others, all Venetian merchants, erected 
principalities in the feveral places of the Ar
chipelago ; and thereby became truly and pro
perly Royal Merchants.. But there arc feveral 
places which one cannot forbear thinking a 
tranilation from claffic writers, In the Tem- 
peft, aft v, fcene 11. Profpero fays,

■---------- - I have
Called forth the mutinous winds,
And, ’twixt the green fea, and the azur’d 

vault,
Set 1 oaring war , to the dread ratling thunder 
Have I given fire, and rifted Jove’s flout oak 
With his own bolt; the ilrong bas’d promon

tory
Havel made fhake; and by the fpurs pluckt 

up
The pine and cedar; graves, at my command. 
Have wak’d their fleepers, op’d and let them 

forth
By my fo potent art.

So Medea, in Ovid’s Metamorphofes,

Stantia concatio canta freta ; nubila peifo, 
Nubilaque induco, ventos abigo que, vocoque, 
Vivaque faxa fua convulfaque robora. terra. .

B 5 Et



JO BRITISH PLUTARCH.
Lt f) Ivas moveo ; jubeoque hemifcere monies, 
Et mugire folum, manefque exire fepulchris.

But to return to the incidents of his life. 
Upon his quitting the grammar-fchool, he 
Teems to have entirely devoted himfelf to that 
way of living which his father propofed ; and, 
in order to fettle in the world after a family 
manner, thought fit to marry while he was yet 
very young. His wife was the daughter of 
one. Hatchway, faid to have been a fubftantial 
yeoman in the neighbourhood of Stratford.

In this kind of domeftic obicurity he conti
nued for fome time, till, by an unhappy in- 
ftance of mifeonduit, he was obliged to quit 
the place of his nativity, and take ihelter in 
London ; which luckily proved the occafion 
of difplaying one ot the greateft geniufes that 
ever was known in dramatic poetry. He 
had the misiortune to fall into ill company. 
Among thefe were fome who made a frequent 
practice of deer-ftealing, and who engaged 
him more than once in robbing a park that 
belonged to Sir Thomas Lucy, of Charlecot, 
near Stratford; for which he was profecuted 
by that gentleman, as he thought, fomewhat 
too feverely; and, in order to revenge him
felf for this fuppofed ill ufage, he made a bal
lad upon him ; and, though this, probably 
the firft eflay of his poetry, be loft, yet it is 
faid to have been fo very bitter, that it re
doubled the profecution againft him to that 
degree, that he was Obliged to leave his bufi- 

nefs
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nefs and family for iome time, and ihelter him- 
felf in London.

This Sir Thomas Lucy was, it is faid, af
terwards ridiculed by Shakefpear, under the 
well known chara&er of Juftice Shallow. It 
is at this time, and upon this accident, that he 
is faid to have made his firft acquaintance in 
the playhoufe.

Here J cannot forbear relating aftory which 
Sir W’iIliam Davenant told Mr. Betterton, who 
communicated it to Mr. Rowe; Rowe told it 
Mr. Pope ; and Mr. Pope told it to Dr. New
ton, the late editor of Milton; and from a 
gentleman who heard it of him it is here re
lated.

“ Concerning Shakefpear’s firft appearance 
in the play- honie, when he came to London 
he was without money and friends; and, be
ing a ftranger, he knew not to whom to ap
ply, nor by what means to fupport himfelf. 
At that time, coaches not being in ufe, and 
as gentlemen were accuftomed to ride to the 
play-houfe, Shakefpear, driven to the laft ne- 
ceffity,' went to rhe play-houfe door, and 
picked up a little money by taking care of the 
gentlemen’s horfes who came to the play. He 
became eminent even in that profefiion, and 
was taken notice of for his diligence and (kill 
in it. He had foon more bufinefs than he 
himfelf could manage, and at laft hired boys 
under him, who were known by the name of 
Shakefpear’s bovs.”

* B 6 Some-



Some of the players accidentally converfe- 
ing with him, found him fo acute, and matter 
of fo fine a converfation, that, ftruck there
with, they recommended him to the houfe, 
in which he was firft admitted in a very low 
Ration ; but he did not long remain fo, for he 
foon diftinguifhed himfelf, if not as an extra
ordinary aftor, at leaft as a fine writer. Hi? 
name is printed, as the cuttom was in thofe 
times, amongft thofe of the other players, be
fore fome old plays, but without any particu
lar account of what fort of parts he ufed to 
p.ay ; and Mr. Rowe fays, That, though he 
very carefully enquired, he found the top of 
his performance was the ghoft in his own Ham
let.

“ I fhould have been much more pfeafed,” 
continues Rowe, “ to have learned, from fome 
certain authority, which was the firft play he 
writ. It would be, without doubt, a pleafure 
to any man curious in things of this kind, to 
fee and know what was the firft eflay of a fancy 
like Shakefpear’s.”

The higheft date which Rowe has been able 
to trace, is Romeo and Juliet, in 1597, when 
the author was thirty-three years old ; and 
Richard IL and III. the next year; viz. the- 
thirty-fourth of his age.

"Though the order of time in which his fe- 
veral pieces were written be generally uncer
tain,. yet there, are paflages in fome few of 
them that feem to fix their dates. So the cho

rus
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rus at the end of the fourth aft of Henry V, 
by a compliment very handfomely turned to 
the earl of Eflex, (hews the play to have been 
written when that lord was general to the 
queen in Ireland ; and his eulogium upon 
queen Elizabeth, and her fucceflbr king James, 
in the latter end of Henry VIII. is a proof 
of that play’s being written after the acceflion 
of the latter of thefe two princes to the throne 
of England.

Whatever the particular times of his writ
ings were, the people of the age he lived in, 
who began to grow wonderfully fond of di- 
verfions of this kind, could not but be highly 
pleafed to fee a genius arife amongfl: them, of 
lo pleafurable, fo rich a vein, and fo plenti
fully capable of furniihing their favourite en
tertainments.

Befides the advantage which Shakefpear had 
over all men in the article of wit, he was of a 
fweet, gentle, amiable difpofition, and was a 
molt agreeable companion ; fo that he became 
dear to all that knew him, both as a friend 
and as a poet; and by that means was intro
duced into the beft company, and held con- 
verfation with the finefl charafters of his 
time.

Queen Elizabeth had feveral of his plays 
afted before her; and that princefs was 
too quick a difcerner, and rewarder of 
merit, to fuffer that ®f Shakefpear’s to be 
neglefted, It is that maiden princefs plainly 
whom- he intends by



----------A fair veilal, throned by the weft. 
Midfummer Night Dream.

And, in the fame play, he gives us a poetical 
and lively reprefentation of the queen of Scots» 
and the fate ihe met with.

------- Thou rememb’reft. 
Since once I fat upon a promontory. 
And heard a fea-maid, bn a dolphin’s back, 
Uttering fuch dulcet and harmonious breath,. 
That the rude fea grew civil at her fong, 
And certain ftars ihot madly from their fpheres 
To hear the fea.maid's mufic.

Queen Elizabeth was fo. well pleafed with 
the admirable charadter of Falftaff, in the two 
parts of Henry IV. that'ihe commanded him 
to continue it in one play more, and to make 
him in love. This' is faid to have been the 
cccafion of his writing the Merry Wives of 
Windfor. How well ihe was obeyed, the 
play itfelf is a proof. And here I cannot 
help obferving, That a poet feldom fucceeds 
in any fubjedt afiigned him, fo well, as in that 
which is his own choice, and where he has 
the liberty of fele&ing.’

Nothing is more certain, than, that Shake- 
fpear hai failed in the Merry Wives of Wind
for : and, though that comedy is not without 
merit, yet it falls fhort of his other plays 
in which Falftaff is introduced ; and that 

knight
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knight is not half fo witty in the Merry 
Wives of Windfor as in king Henry IV. The 
humour is fcarcely natural, and does not ex
cite to laughter fo much as the other.

It appears by the epilogue to Henry IV. 
that the part of Falftaff was written originally 
under the name of Oldcaftle. Some of that 
family being then remaining, the queen was 
pleafed to command him to alter it; upon 
which he made ufe of the name of Falftaff. 
The Aril offence was indeed avoided ; but I 
am not fore whether the author might not be 
fomewhat to blame in his fecond choice, fmce 
it is certain that Sir John Falftaff, who was a 
knight of the garter, and a lieutenant-general, 
was a name of diftinguiihed merit in the wars 
with France, in the time of Henry V. and 
Henry VI.

Shakefpear, befides the queen’s bounty, 
was patronifed by the earl of Southampton, 
Famous in the hiftory of that time for his friend- 
ihip to the earl of Effex. It was to that no
bleman he dedicated his poem of Venus and 
Adonis; and it is reported, that.his lordihip 
gave our author a thoufand pounds to enable 
him to go through with a purchafe he heard 
he had a mind to make. A bounty, at that 
time, very coniiderable, as money was then 
valued. There are few inftances of fuch libe
rality in our times.

There is no certain account when Shake
fpear quitted the ftage for a private life. 
Some have thought that Spenfer’s Thalia, in 

the 



the Tears of the Mufes, where fhe laments 
the lofs of her Willy, in the comic fcene, re
lates to our poet’s abandoning the ftage : but 
it is well known that Spenfer himfelf died in 
the year 1598 ; and five years after this we 
find Shakefpear’s name among the aitors in 
Ben Johnfon’s Sejanus, which firft made its 
appearance in 1603 : nor could he then have 
any thoughts of retiring, fince, that very year, 
a licence, by king James I. was granted to him, 
with Barbage, Philips, Hemmings, Condel, 
&c. to exercife the art of playing comedies, 
tragedies, &c. as well at their ufual houfe, 
called the Globe, on the other fide the water, 
as in any other part of the kingdom, during 
his majefty’s pleafure. This licence is printed 
in Rymer’s Foedera. Befides, it is certain Shake- 
fpear did not write Macbeth till after the ac- 
ceflion of king James I. which he did as a 
compliment to him, as he there embraces the 
doilrine of witches; of which his majefty 
was fo fond, that he wrote a book called Dae« 
monalogy, in defence of their exiftence; and 
likewife, at that time, began to touch for 
the evil; which Shakefpear has taken notice 
of, and paid him a fine-turned compliment. 
So that what Spenfer there fays, if it relates 
at all to Shakefpear, muft hint at fome occa- 
fional recels which he made for a time.

What particular friend (hips he con trailed 
with private men,, we cannot at this time 
know, more than that every one who had a 
true tafte for merit, and. cou-ld diftinguifh 
men,. had generally a juft value and efteem 

for
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for him. His exceeding candor and good na
ture muft certainly have inclined all the rentier 
part of the world to love him, as the power 
of his wit obliged the men of the moll refined 
knowledge and polite learning to admire 
him.

His acquaintance with Ben Johnfon began 
with a remarkable piece of humanity and good 
nature. Mr. Johnfon, who was, at that time, 
altogether unknown to the world, had offered 
one of his plays to the ftage, in order to have 
it acted; and the perfon into whole hands it 
was put, after having turned it carelefly over, 
was juft upon returning it to him with an ill- 
natured anfwer, That it would be of no fer- 
yice to their company; when Shakefpear luck
ily call his eye upon it, and found fome- 
thing fo well in it, as to engage him firft to 
read it through, and afterwards to recom
mend Mr. Johnfon, and his writings, to the 
public.
. The latter part of our author’s life was fpent 
m eafe and retirement; he had the good for
tune to gather an eftate equal to his wants, 
and m that to his wifh, and is faid to have 
ipcnt fome years before his death in his native 

tratford. His pleafant wit and good nature 
engaged him the acquaintance, and entitled 

im to the friendlliip °f the gentlemen of the 
neighbourhood. It is Hill remembered in that 
eounty, that he had a particular intimacv 
one Mr. Combe, an old gentleman, notedihWe-S 
abouts for his wealth and ufury. It happened .

; -th^§- It

MHUl w 



is BRITISH PLUTARCH.
that, in a pleafant converfation an. .ngft their 
common friends, Mr. Combe merrily told 
Shakcfpear, that he fancied he intended' to 
write his epitaph, if he happended to out-fve 
him ; and iince he could not knot; what 
might be faid of him when dead, be < wred it 
might be done immediately ; upon which. 
Shakefpear gave Kim thefe lines;

Ten in the hundred lies here engraved, 
’Tis an hundred to ten he is not faved : 
If any man aiketh, who lies in this tomb i 
Oh! oh! quoth the devil, ’tis my John-a- 

Combe.

But the iharpnefs of the fatire is faid to have 
iiung the man fo feverely, that he never for
gave it.

Shakefpear died in the fifty-third year of 
his age, and was buried on the north-iide of 
the chancel in the great church at Stratford, 
where a monument is placed on the wall. 
The following is the infcription on the grave- 
ftone.

Good friend, for Jefus’ fake forbear,
To dig the duft inclofed here."
Bieft be the man that fpares thefe (tones,. 
And curs’d be he that moves my bones.

He had three, daughters, of whom two lived 
to be'married ^Judith., the elder, to Mr.Thomas 
Quincy, by whom ihe had three fons, who alldied 

without
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without children ; and Suiannah, who was 
his favourite, to Dr. John Hall, a phyfician 
of good reputation in that county. Si e left 
one child, a daughter, who was married to 
"Ihornas Naih, Efq; and afterwards to Sir 
Jonn Bernard, of Abingdon, but deceafed 
huswife without iffue. His dramatic writings 
were firft publiihed together in folio, in 1623, 
by foxne of the adlors of the different compa
nies they had been ailed in, and perhaps by 
other feryants of the theatre into whole hands 
copies might have fallen, and fince republiflied 
by Mr. Rowe, Mr. Pope, Mr. Theobald, Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, and Mr. Warburton. Ben 
Johnfqn, in his difcoveries, has made a fort of 
eflay towards the charadler of Shakefpear. I 
ihad prefent it to the reader in his own words.

“ I remember the players have often 
mentioned it as an honour to Shakefpear, 
that, in writing, he never blotted out a 
hue. My anfwer hath been, would he had 
blotted out a thoufand ! which they thought 
had been a malevolent fpeech. J had not 
told poflerity this, but for their ignorance, 
who chufe that circumftance to commend their 
fuend by, wherein he moil faulted; and to 
juftify my own charailer (for I loved the man, 
and do honour to his memory, on this fide 
idolatry, as much as any). He was indeed 
honefl, and of an open free nature, had an ex
cellent fancy, brave notions, and gentle ex- 
preffions, wherein he flowed with that facility, 
that fometijnes it was neceflary he fhould be 

flopped 



flopped. His wit was in his own power: 
would the rule of it had been fo. Many 
times he fell intothofe things which could not 
efcape laughter; as when he laid, in the per- 
fon of Ctefar, one fpeaking to him,

“ Cm far thou doil me wrong.”
‘ He replied,

“ CaTar did never wrong, but with juft caufe/’ 

and many others of the like kind ; which were 
ridiculous ; but he redeemed his vices with 
his virtues; there was ever more in them to be 
praifed, than to be pardoned.’ Ben in his con- 
verfation with Mr. Drummond of Hawthorn- 
den, laid, that Shakefpear w'anted art, and 
fometimes fenfe. The truth is, Ben washim- 
fclf a better critic than poet; and though he 
was ready at difeovering the faults of Shakef- 
pear, yet he was not matter of fuch a genius 
as to rife to his excellencies ; and, great as 
Johnfon was, he appears not a little tinftured 
with envy. Notwithftanding the defers of 
Shakefpear, he is juftly elevated above all 
other dramatic writers. If ever any author 
deferved the name of original (fays Pope) it 
was he : “ His poetry was infpiration in
deed ; he is not fo much an imitator as an 
inftrument of nature ; and it is not fo juft to 
fay of him, that he fpeaks from her, as that 
Ihe fpeaks through him. His charafters are 
fo much nature herfelf, that it is a fort of in
jury to call them by fo diftant a name as co-
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pies of her. The power over our paflions was 
likewise never poflefled in fo eminent a degree, 
or difplayed in fo many diffeient inilances, nor 
was he more a mailer of the great, than of the 
ridiculous in human nature, nor only excelled 
in the paflions, iince he was full as admirable 
in the coolnefs of refledion and reafoning : 
his fentiments are not only in general the 
moll pertinent and judicious upon every fub- 
jed, but, by a talent very peculiar, fomething 
between penetration and facility, he hits up
on that particular point, on which the bent 
of each argument, or the force of each motive 
depends.” Our author’s plays are to be dif- 
tinguilhed only into comedies and tragedies. 
Thofe which are called hiflories and even fome 
of his comedies, are really tragedies, with a 
mixture of comedy amongll them. That 
way of tragi comedy was the common mis
take of that age, and is indeed become fo 
agreeable to the Engliíh talle, that though the 
fevereft critics among us cannot bear it, yet 
the generality of our audiences feem better 
pleafed with it than an exad tragedy. There 
is certainly a great deal of entertainment in 
his comic humours, and a pleafing and well 
diflinguilhed variety in thofe charaders he 
thought fit to exhibit with. His images are 
indeed every where fo lively, that the thing he 
would reprefent ilands full before you, and 
you poflefs every part of it; of which this in- 
ftance is aftonifhing : it is an image of pa
tience. Speaking of a maid in love, he fays, 

------ “ Sh§



• ---- ------  “ She never told her love.
But let concealment, like a worm i’th’bud, 

“ Feed on her damaik cheek ; ihe pin’d in 
thought,

“ And fat like patience on a monument, fmi- 
. ling at grief.

But what is charafteriftically the talent of 
Shakefpear, and which, perhaps is the moll 
excellent part of the drama, is the manners of 
his perfons, in ailing and in fpeaking what is 
proper for them, and fit to be ihewn by the 
poet, in making apparent difference between 
his characters, and marking every one in the 
ftrongeft manner. Poets who have not a little 
fucceeded in writing for the ftage, have yet 
fallen ihort of their great original, in the ge
neral power of the drama; none ever found fo 
ready a road to the heart; his tender fcenes 
are inexpreflibly moving; and fuch as are meant 
to raife terror, are no lefs alarming ; but then, 
Shakefpear does not much ihine when he is 
confidered by particular paffages; he fome- 
times debafes the nobleft images in nature, by 
expreffions which are too vulgar for poetry. 
The ingenious author of the Rambler has ob- 
ferved that, in the invocation of Macbeth, be
fore he proceeds to the murder of Duncan, 
when he thus expreffes himfelf:
—----------- -------- “ Come thick night
“ And veil thee, in the dunneft fpoke of hell, 
“ Nor heaven peep through the blanket of 

the dark,
To cry, hold, hold. That



That the words dunneft, and blanket, which 
are fo common in vulgar mouths, deftroy, in 
fome manner, the grandeur of the image, and 
were two words of a higher lignification, and 
removed above common ufe, put in their place, 
I may challenge poetry itfelf to furniih an 
image fo noble. Poets of an inferior clafs, 
when confidered by particular pairages, are 
excellent, but then their ideas are not fo great, 
their drama is not ib linking, and it is plain 
enough that they poflefs not fouls fo elevated 
as Shakefpear’s. What can be more beauti
ful than the flowing enchantments of Rowe ; 
the delicate and tender touches of Otway and 
Southern, or the melting enthufiafm of Lee 
and Dryden; but yet none of their pieces have 
affefted the human heart like Shakefpear’s. 
But I cannot conclude the character of Shakef
pear, without taking notice, that, befides the 
fuftrage of almoil all wits fince his time in 
his favour, he is particularly happy in that of 
Dryden, who had read and itudied him clear
ly , fometimes borrowed from him, and well 
knew where his ftrength lay. In his prologue 
to the Tempelt altered, he has the following 
lines;

Shakefpear, who, taught by none, did fird im
part,

To Fletcher wit, tolab’ring Johnfon, art. 
He, monarch like, gave there his fubjeds law, 
And is that nature which they paint and draw ;

Fletcher



Fletcher reach’d that, which on his heights did 
grow.

While Johnfon crept, and gather’d all below: 
This did his love, and this his mirth digeft. 
One imitates him moil, the other belt.
If they have fince outwrit all other men, 
’Tis from the drops which fell from Shakef- 

pear’s pen.
The ftorm which vaniih’d on the neighb’ring 

ihore,
Was taught by Shakefpear’sTempeft firft to roar. 
That innocence and beauty which did fmile 
In Fletcher, grew in his inchanted iile.
But Shakefpear’s magic could not copy’d be. 
Within that circle none duril walk but he.

The play’s of this great author, which are 
forty-three innumber, are as follows;

i. The Tempeft, a Comedy, ailed in the 
Black Fryars, with applaufe,

2. The two Gentlemen of Verona, a Co
medy, writ at the command of queen Eliza
beth.

3. The Frit and Second parts of king Hen
ry IV. The character of Falftaff in thefe 
plays is juilly efteemed a maiterpiece ; in the 
fecond part is the coronation of king Henry V. 
Thofe are founded upon Englrih chronicles.

4. The Merry Wives of Windfor, a Come
dy, written at the command of queen Eliza
beth.

5. Meafure for Meafure, a Comedy; the 
plot of this play is taken from Cynthia Ci- 
ralni.

6. The



6. The Comedy of Errors, founded upon. 
Plautus Mjenechmi.

7. Much a’do About Nothing, a Comedy; 
for the plot fee Ariofto’s Orlando Furiofo.

8. Love’s Labour loft, a Comedy.
9. Midfummer Night’s Dream, a Comedy.
10. The Merchant of Venice, a Tragi

comedy.
11. As You Like it, a Comedy.
12. The Taming of a Shrew, a Comedy.
13. All’s Well that Ends Well.
14. The Twelfth-Night; or. What you 

will, a Comedy. In this play there is fome- 
thing fingularly ridiculous, in the fantaftical 
fteward Malvolio; part of the plot taken from 
Plautus Mienechmi.

>5. The Winter’s Tale, a Tragi-Comedy; 
for the plot of this play, confult Doraftus and 
Fawnia.

16. The Life and Death of King John, an 
hiftorical play.

17. The Life and Death of King Richard H. 
a Tragedy.

18. The Life of King Henry V. an hifto
rical play.

19. The firft part of King Henry VI. an 
hiftorical play.

20. The fecond part of King Henry VL 
with the death of the good Duke Humphrey»

21. The third part of Henry VI. with the 
death of the Duke of York. Thefe plays 
contain the whole reign of this monarch.

Vol, V. C 22. Th?



22. The Life and Death of Richard III. 
with the Landing of the Earl of Richmond, 
and the Battle of Bofworth-field. In this part 
Mr. Garrick was firft diftinguilhed.

23. The famous Hiftory of the Life of 
King Henry VIII.

24. Troilus and Crefiida, a Tragedy. The 
plot from Chaucer.

25. Coriolanus, a Tragedy; the ftory from 
Roman hiftory.

26. Titus Andronicus, a Tragedy.
27. Romeo and Juliet, a Tragedy; the 

plot from Bandello’s novels. This is per
haps one of the moll affecting plays of Shakef- 
pear; it was not long fince afted fourteen 
nights together at both houfes, at the fame 
time, and it was a few years before revived, 
and afted twelve nights with applaufe, at the 
Little Theatre in the Hay-market.

28. Timon of Athens, a Tragedy; the 
plot from Lucian’s Dialogues.

29. Julius Caefar, a Tragedy.
30. The Tragedy of Macbeth ; the plot 

from Buchanan, and other Scotch writers.
31. Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, a Tragedy.
32. King Lear, aTragedy; for the plot, 

fee Leland and Monmouth.
33. Othello, the Moor of Venice, a Tra

gedy ; the plot from Cynthio’s Novels.
34. Anthony and Cleopatra; the ftory 

from Plutarch.
35. Cymbeline, a Tragedy , the plot from 

Boccace’s novels.
36. Pericles



36, Pericles, Prince of Tyre; an hiftorical 
p!ay.

37. The London Prodigal, a Comedy.
38. The Life and death of Thomas Lord 

Cromwell, the favourite of King Henry VIII.
39. The Hiftory of Sir John Oldcaftle, the 

good Lord Cobham, a Tragedy. See Fox’s 
Book of Martyrs.

40. The Puritan ; or, the Widow of Wat- 
ling-ftreet, a Comedy.

41. A Yorkihire Tragedy; this is rather 
an Interlude, than a Tragedy, being very ihort, 
and not divided into a&s.

42. The Tragedy of Locrine, the eldeft 
Son of King Bruins. See the ftory in Mil
ton’s hiftory of England.

Our age, which demo'nftrates its tafte in 
nothing fo truly and juftly, as in the admira
tion it pays to the works of Shakefpear, has 
had the honour of raifing a monument to him 
in Weftminfter Abbey; to efFed which, the 
Tragedy of Julius Caefar was afted at the 
theatre royal in Drury-lane, April 28, 1738; 
and the profits arifing from it depofited in the 
hands of the earl of Burlington, Mr. Pope, 
Dr. Mead, and others, in order to be laid out 
upon the fame monument. A new o’ ologue 
and epilogue were fpoken on that occafion ; 
the prologue was written by Benjamin Mar
tyn, Efq; the epilogue by the honourable 
James Noel Efq; and fpoke by Mrs. Porter. 
Cn Shakefpear’s monument there is a noble 



epitaph, taken from his own Temped, and is 
excellently appropriated to him: with this let 
us clofe his life, only with this obfervation, 
that his works will never be forgot, till that 
epitagh is fulfilled. ----- When,

The cloud capt towers, the gorgeous palaces. 
The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf, 
And all which it inherit, (hall diifolve, 
And, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, 
Leave not a wreck behind.
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The LIFE or

S i r W a l t e r Raleigh.

Q 1 r Walter Raleigh was born in 
the year 1552, being defcended of an 

ancient family in Devonfhire, and when but 
fourteen, was fent to finilh his education at the 
univerfity of Oxford, where he became a com
moner of Oriel College. Here he diftingui fhed 
himfelf both by the ftrength and vivacity of 
his genius, and his application to his ftudy : 
he continued here but three years, for in 1569, 
being only feventeen years old, he was one of 
the troop of an hundred gentlemen volunteers, 
whom queen Elizabeth permitted Henry 
Champernon to tranfport into France for the 
fervice of the proteftant princes. Mr. Raleigh 
had here a good opportunity of acquiring ex
perience in the art of war, and improving 
himfelf in the knowledge of the languages, 
and of men; he did not return till the end 
of the year 1575, having fpent fix years in 
France.

The activity of his temper did not fuffer 
him to reft long at home, for he went into the 
fervice of the prince of Orange againft the 
Spaniards, in 1578.



Soon after this he had an opportunity of 
trying his fortune at fea ; his half brother, Sir 
Humphry Gilbert, having obtained a patent 
to plant and inhabit fome northern parts of 
America, unpoiTeffed by any people in alli
ance with the queen of England, Mr. Raleigh 
engaged with a considerable number of gen
tlemen in an expedition to Newfoundland ; 
but this proved unfuccefsful, for divifions ari- 
fing among the volunteers, Sir Humphry, the 
general, was in 1579, obliged to fet fail with 
only a few of his friends ; and, after variety of 
misfortunes at fea, returned with the lofs of 
one of his ILips in an engagement with the 
Spaniards, in which Mr. Raleigh was expofed 
to great danger.

The next year, 1580, upon the defcent of 
the Spanifh and Italian forces into Ireland, 
under the pope’s banner, for the fupport of 
the Defmonds in the rebellion in Munfter, 
he obtained a captain’s commiffion; where, 
under the command of Thomas earl of Or
mond, governor of Munfter, he furprifed the 
Iriih Kerns at Rakele, and having enclofed 
them, took every rebel upon the fpot; among 
them was one loaded with withies, who being 
afked, What he intended to have done with 
them ? boldly anfwered, To have hung up 
th^Engliih churls ; upon which captain Ra
leigh ordered him to be hanged immediately. 
He aflifted likewife at the fiege of Fort Del 
Oore, which the Spanifh fuccours under San 

Jofepho
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Jofepho their commander, affifted by their 
Irifh confederates, had raifed and fortified as 
a place of retreat. The lord-deputy himfelf 
befieged this fort by land. Sir William Win
ter, the admiral, attacked it by fea, and cap
tain Raleigh commanded in the trenches ; it 
was, however, on the ninth of November 1589, 
obliged to furrender at difcretion : when, by 
order of the lord-deputy, the greateft part of 
the garrifon were put to the fword, the execu
tion of which fell to the ihare of the captains 
Raleigh and Mackworth, who firft entered 
the callle.

During the winter of this year, captain Ra
leigh had his quarters affigned him at Cork ; 
when obferving the feditious practices of 
David lord Barry, and other ringleaders of 
the rebellion in thofe parts, to diftrefs the 
peaceable, and to excite the difaffefted to an 
infurreftion, he took a journey to Dublin, and 
remonftrated to the lord-deputy the dange
rous confequences of thefe practices, in fo 
ftrong a manner, that his lordihip gave him 
full commiffion to feize the lands of lord Bar
ry, to reduce him to peace and fubjeition, by 
fuch means as he ihould think proper; for 
which purpofe he was furniihed with a party 
of horfe : but during this interval, that lord 
himfelf burnt the cable to the ground, though 
it was his principal feat, and laid wafte the 
country round it with greater outrage and de- 
ftruftion, than even the zeal of his enemies 
would have extended to.



Captain Raliegh in his return to Cork, was 
attacked by Fitz Edmonds, an old rebel of 
Barry’s faction, at a fort between Youghal 
and Cork; he was inferior to Fitz-Edmonds 
in number, yet he forced his way throuo-h the 
enemy, and got over the river; but a gentle
man of his company being by fome accident 
thrown in the middle, between the fear of 
drowning and being taken, called out to the 
captain for help; who, though he had efcaped 
both dangers, yet ventured into them again 
to refcue his companion, who in the hafte'and 
confufion of remounting, over-leaped his horfe, 
and fell down on the other fide into a deep 
mire, where he muft have been fuffbcated, 
if the humane Raleigh had not recovered him 
a iecdnd time, and brought him to land. He 
now waited on the opposite bank, with a ftaff 
in one hand and a piftol in the-other, for the 
reft of his campany who were yet to crofs the 
river; but though Fitz-Edmondshad got a recruit 
cf twelve men, yet finding captain Raleigh 
itand his ground, only exchanged a few rouo-h 
words with him and retired.

hi 1581, the earl of Ormond going to. 
England, his government of Munlter was 
given to captain Raleigh, in commiflion with 
Sir William Morgan and captain peers. Ra
leigh reflded for fome time at Lifmore; but 
afterwards, returning with his little band of' 
eighty foot and eight horfe, to his old quar
ters at Cork, he received intelligence that Bar
ry waaat Clove with feveral hundred men:
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he refolved to pais through that town, and 
offer him combat ; and accordingly at the 
town’s end met Barry with his forces, whom 
he charged with prodigious bravery, and put 
to flight ; as he purfued his journey, he over
took another company of the enemy in a plain 
by a wood fide, whom be Irkewife attacked, 
though he had only fix horfemen with him, 
expe&ing probably that his company would 
foon join him. But the rebels, who had great
ly the advantage of numbers, being cut off 
from the wood, and having no other relief, 
faced about, and fought very defperately, 
killing five of the horfes belonging to Raleigh’s 
company, and amongft thefe his own ; and he 
was in extreme danger himfelf of being over
powered by numbers, if his fervant Nichola^ 
Wright had not interpofed ; who perceiving 
his mailer’s horfe mortally wounded with darts, 
encountered fix of. the enemy at once, and 
killed one of them ; while Patric Fagaw ref- 
cued Raleigh, after it had been unfuccefsfully 
attempted by James Fitz-Richard, who was 
then ready to perilh; which Raleigh feeing, 
would not now fuffer Wrightto fight by him any 
longer; but ordered him to aflift Fitz-Richard, 
which he immediately did, by rufhiug into the 
throng of the enemy, and difpatching him who 
prefled upon Fitz-Richard, refcuing the latter 
from the moil imminent danger. In this Uiarp 
feirmilh many of the reblels perifhed, and two 
were ‘carried prifoners- to Cork,.where Raleigh, 
performed fever al other Services, till. the. rebels.



being reduced, he returned to England, where 
his eminent accompliihments foon introduced 
him to the notice of the court, and her ma- 
jefty’s favour. In February 1581-2, he was 
one of thofe perfons of diftinftion, who by the 
queen’s command accompanied the duke of 
Anjou to the Netherlands; and in 1582, on 
his return, brought letters from the prince of 
Orange to her majefty. In 1583, he engaged 
in a fecond expedition with his brother Sir 
Humphry Gilbert, to Newfoundland; but 
having been two or three days at fea, a con
tagious diftemper feized his whole crew, and 
he was obliged to return to port; however, 
by this accident, he efcaped the misfortunes 
of that expedition, in which Sir Humphry, 
after having taken pofleffion of Newfound
land in the right of the crown of England, in 
his return home, unfortunately periihed : but 
ill fuccefs could not divert Raleigh from a 
fcheme, which he thought was of fuch im
portance to his country ; he therefore drew up 
an account of its advantages, and laid it be
fore the queen and council, who were fo well 
fatisfied with it, that her majefty granted him 
letters patent in favour of his project; ‘ con
taining free liberty to difcover fuch remote 
heathenilh and barbarous lands, as were not 
adually poflefled by any Chriftian, or inhabited 
by Chriftian people?

Immediately upon this grant, captain Ra
leigh fitted out two veffels, which reached the 
gulf of Florida the fecond of July ; they 

failed
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Jailed along the (hore about one hundred and 
twenty miles, and at lalt debarked, on a low 
land, which proved to be an ifland called 
Wokoken. After taking a formal pofleflion 
of this country in the name of the queen, he 
•carried on a friendly correfpondence with the 
natives, who fupplied them with provifions, 
and gave them furs and deer (kins in ex
change for trifles ; thus encouraged, eight of 
their crew went twenty miles up the river 
Occam, and next day came to an ifland called 
Roanok, the refldence of the Indian chief, 
whole houfe was built of cedar, and fortified 
round with iharp pieces of timber. His wife 
came out to them, and ordered her people to 
carry them from the boat on their backs, and 
(hewed them many civilities to exprefs her 
friendly intentions towards them, in the ab- 
fence of her huiband. After having gained 
the beft information they could of the ftrength 
of the Indian nations, and of their connections, 
alliances, and contefts with each other, they 
returned to England, and made fuch an ad
vantageous report of the fertility of the foil, 
and healthfulnefs of the climate, that the queen 
favoured the deiign of fettling a colony in that 
country, to which (he gave the name of Vir
ginia.

About two months after captain Raleigh*» 
return, he was chofen knight of the (hire for 
his own county of Devon, and the fame fef- 
fion received the honour of knighthood* a 
diilinCtion the more honourable to him, as

_C 6 the:
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the queen was extremely cautious and frugal 
in bellowing of honours ; fhe at the fame 
time granted him a patent to licence the vend
ing of wines throughout the kingdom ; which, 
was, in all probability, a very lucrative one.

Sir Walter was fo intent upon planting hi£ 
new colony in Virginia, that, in 1585, he 
lent out a fleet of feven fail, under the com
mand of his coufin, Sir Richard Grenvile,., 
general of the expedition, who came to an 
anchor at Wokoken, from whence they fent 
their compliments to king Wingina, atRoa- 
hok ; after which the general, and a feleél- 
company, vifited many Indian towns, at one 
of which the Indians having flolen a filver 
cup, the Englifli burnt the town, and de- 
ilroyed the corn fields. An aét which they had 
afterwards fufficient reafon to repent.. The 
general at laft returning to his fleet, thought 
'fit to weigh anchor,, and fet fail for England ; 
when he took in his paflage a Spanifli prize 
worth fifty thoufand pounds, with which they 
arrived at Plymouth ; having left behind, in> 
Virginia, one hundred and feven perfons.

The Spanifli prize above-mentioned was not' 
■thé only circumftance of good fortune which, 
‘happened to Sir Walter this year ; the rebel
lion in Ireland being now totally fuppréfled,. 
her. majefty granted him twelve thoufand acres 
of the forfeited lands ; and this great eflate 
he planted at his own expence.

Sir Walter, encouraged by this noble grant,, 
fitted out a third fleetfor Virginia ; where the 

€olon^
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colony, having fuffered great diftrefles, had 
procured a paflage into England from Sir 
Francis Drake, who had vifited it in his re
turn from his conqueft of St. Domingo, Car- 
thagena, and St. Auguftine. Raleigh had, in 
the fpring of that year, lent a (hip of one hun
dred tons for the fuccour of that colony ; but 
not arriving before the people had left that' 
country,, (he returned with all her lad'ino- to 
England.

About fifteen days after, Sir Richard Gren« 
ville arrived at Virginia with three (hips more, 
well ftored, for the company of planters which 
he had left there in 158, ; but, finding neither 
them, nor the laft-mentioned (hip,. Sir Ri
chard, unwilling to lofe the pofleffion of fo 
fine a country, landed fifteen men on. thé 
ifland of Roanok, leaving tKemprovifion for 
two years, fet fail for England, and,, in his 
return, took fome Spanifb prizes.

The latter end of the year 1 ç86, her ma- 
jefty made Sir Walter Raleigh fenefchall of the- 
duties of Cornwall and Exeter, and lord-war
den of the ftannaries in Devonshire and Corn
wall; but thefe preferment's expofed him to 
the envy of thofe who were much his inferiors 
in merit ; and even the earl of Leicefter',. 
who.had once been his friend, grew jealous- 
of him,, and fet up, in oppofation to him, his 
nephew, the young earl of Eflex ; but neither 
the faitions, of the court, nor the afperfions o£ 
the- people., whom Raleigh, could never conde- 

fcend. 



fcend to court, could deter him from attending 
the duties of his feveral employments.

In the year 1587, Raleigh prepared a new 
colony of one hundred and fifty men for Vir
ginia ; appointing Mr. John White governor, 
and with him twelve affiftants; and incorpo
rated them by the name of the governor and 
affiftants of the city of Raleigh in Virginia.

On their arrival at Hattarafs, the governor 
difpatched a ftrong party to Roanok, expect
ing to find the fifteen men that were left there ; 
but they fought them in vain. They after
wards found that feveral of them had been 
murdered by the favages, and the reft driven 
to a remote part of the country. This new 
colony having entered into an alliance with 
the natives, confidered that they ihould want 
freih fupplies of provifions; and, wanting an 
agent to go to England, prevailed on their go
vernor to undertake that office, who re
turned with his ihips in the latter end of the 
year.

Sir Walter, foliicitous for the fafety of the 
colony, prepared a fleet to affift them; but 
the apprehenfions of the nation of an inva- 
iion from Spain, in 1588, prevented their 
failing; fo that governor White could only 
obtain two fmall pinnaces, which had the mif- 
fbrtune to be fo thoroughly rifled by the ene
my, -that they were obliged to return back 
without performing the voyage, to the diftrefe 
of the planters abroad, and the regret of their 
patron at home.

About
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About this time, he was advanced to the 

poft of captain of her majefty’s guard, and was 
one of the council of war appointed to confi- 
der of the moil effeftual methods for the fecu- 
rity of the nation; upon which occafion he 
drew up a fcheme which is a proof of his 
judgment and abilities. But he did not con
fine himfelf to the mere office of giving ad
vice ; he raifed and difciplined the militia of 
Cornwall ; and, having performed all poffible 
fervices at land, joined the fleet with a fqua- 
dron of volunteers, and had a confidera- 
ble Ihare in the total defeat of the Spanifh ar
mada; when his merit, upon fo important 
a crifis, juftly raifed him ftill higher in the 
queen’s favour, who now made him gentleman 
of her privy-chamber, and granted him fome 
additional advantages to his wine office.

Don Antonio, king of Portugal, being ex
pelled from his dominions by Philip II. of 
Spain, queen Elizabeth contributed fix men of 
war, and threefcore thoufand pounds, in or
der to reinftate him, and encouraged her fub- 
jefts to concur in that defign. Sir Walter Ra
leigh, with Sir Francis Drake, and Sir John 
Norris, accompanied that prince to Portugal ; 
and, in this expedition, took a great number 
of hulks belonging to the Hans-towns, laden 
with Spanifh goods, provifions, and ammuni
tion, for a new invafion of England : and his 
conduct in the whole affair was fo pleafing to 
her majefty, that fhe honoured him, as well 
as the other commanders, with a gold chain.



In his return home, he touched on thecoail 
of Ireland ; here he vifited Spencer, the poet, 
who mentions the circumllance of this vifit in 
a pailoral, entitled, Collin Clout’s come home 
again. And this poet he brought with him to 
England, and introduced him to the queen. 
But this is not to be wondered at, fince Raleigh 
himfelf had an excellent genius, as well as 
taile for poetry.

Raleigh had now formed a defign againll the 
Spaniards in the Weil-Indies, in order to in
tercept the plate-fleet, and fitted out a mari
time force for that purpofe, confining of 
thirteen fnips of his own and fellow-adventu
rers ; to which the queen added two men of 
war, the Garland and Forefight, givi .g him a 
commiffion as general of the fleet, the poll of 
lieutenant-general being conferred on Sir John 
Burgh.

He fet fail in February,. 1591-2 ; but the 
winds proved fo contrary, that he could not 
leave the coaft of England till the fixth of 
May ; and the next day Sir Martin Forbiiher 
followed and overtook him with the queen’s 
letters to recall him ; but,- imagining his ho
nour engaged in the undertaking, he purfued 
his courfe, though he was informed that the 
king of Spain had ordered that no fhips fhould 
fail that year, nor any treafure be brought 
irom the Weil-Indies-.. But, on the eleventh 
of May, meeting with a-ilorm. off Cape Fini- 
ilerre, he divided his fleet into two fquadrons,. 
sommitting one to Sir John. Burgh, and thfe 
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ether to Sir Martin Forbiiher, with orders 
to the latter to lie off the fouth cape, to keep 
in and terrify the Spaniards on their coalls, 
while the former lay at the Azores for the 
caracs from fhe Eaft-Indies.

The fuccefs of thefe dire&ions was anfwer- 
able to the excellent judgment that formed 
them ; for the Spaniih admiral, collecting his 
whole naval power to watch Forbiiher,43left 
the caracs unguarded, and the Madre de Dios, 
then efteemed the richeft prize ever brought to 
England, was feized by Sir John Burgh,

But, in the heighthof Sir Walter Raleigh’s 
favour with the queen, he fell under her ma- 
jelly’s difpleafure for being in love with the 
daugnter ot Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, one 
of the queen’s maids of honour; and the 
confequence of the amour difcovering the in
trigue, her majefty ordered him to be confined 
for feveral months, and difmiffed the lady- 
from her attendance ; to whom he afterwards, 
made the moil honourable reparation he could, 
by marriage ; in which they were both exam
ples of conjugal affection and fidelity.

While Sir Walter Raleigh was under her 
majeily’s difpleafure, he projedled the difco- 
very of the extenfive empire of Guiana, in 
South-America, which the Spaniards had then 
only vifited, and to this day have never con
quered. Sir Walter having provided a fqua- 
dron of ihips, at a very great expence, the 
¿ord high-admiral Howard, and Sir Robert 

Cecil, 
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Cecil, conceived fo good an opinion of the 
defign, that they both concurred in it.

He fet fail on the twenty fixth of February, 
1594-5, and arrived at the iile of Trinidad on 
the twenty-fecond of March; where he made 
himfelf mailer of St. Jofeph, a fmall city, and 
made the Spaniih governor prifoner. He 
then, leaving his Blips at Curiapan, with an 
hundred men, in lèverai little barks failed four 
hundred miles up the river Oronoque, in fearch 
of Guiana ; but the heat of the weather, and 
the torrents, obliged him to return ; which he 
did the latter end of the fummer, 1595.

In the year following, he was fo far reftored 
to favour, that he was engaged in the import
ant expedition to Cadiz ; wherein the earl of 
Eflex, and the lord high-admiral Howard, 
were joint commanders. On the twentieth of 
June they arrived before Cadiz. The lord 
high-admiral was of opinion that the land
forces ihould attack the town firft, that the 
fleet might not be expofed to the fire of the 
fhips, of the city, and forts adjacent ; and the 
council of war concurred in this opinion ; but, 
as the earl of Eflex was putting his men into 
boats, in order to land them, Sir Walter, not 
happening to have been prefent at the council 
of war, went direéHy to the earl, and offered 
fuch convincing reafons againft it, and for their 
firft falling upon the galleons, and ihips in 
the harbours, that the earl faw the neceflityof 
altering his fchême, and defired Sir Walter to 

difluade



WALTER RALEIGH. 43 
dilluade the admiral from that of landing. 
He did fo , the admiral was convinced ; and, 
by Sir Walter’s advice, defeired the attack 
till the next day.

_ For the particulars of this attack, in which 
Sir Walter Raleigh diftinguifhed himfelf by 
his bravery and his prudence, and which was 
attended with fuch wonderful fuccefs, we muft 
refer our readers to Mr. Birch’s account of it. 
It is fufficient for us to fay, that the city was 
taken and plundered ; many of the principal 
fhips belonging to the Spaniards were run 
aihore ; and the galleons, with all their trea- 
iure, burnt, to prevent their falling into the 
hands of the Engliih.

Sir Walter continued in this {late of baniih- 
ment from the queen till 1 597, and then was 
reftored to favour, and performed feveral other 
Cgnal fervices. In 1601 he attended the 
queen in her progrefs : but the death of this 
princefs proved a great misfortune to Sir Wal
ter; for her lucceflbr king James I. had been 
greatly prejudiced againit him by the earl of 
Elfex; yet he did not difcover his diflike for 
fome time, but treated him with great kind- 
nefs ; however, his majefty’s pacific genius 
could not relilh a man of fo martial a fpirit. 
He had not been long upon the throne before 
Sir Walter was difmifled from his poll of cap
tain of the guards; and, foon after, was 
charged with being engaged in a plot againft 
the king, and with carrying on a fecret cor- 
xeipondence with the king of Spain; but no 

clear



clear evidence has yet been produced of his 
having any concern in it, though he was 
brought in guilty, and fentenced to die. As 
to the trial, we refer our readers to the parti
cular account given by our author, and ihall 
only add, that it appeared to Sir John Haws, 
follicitor-general to king William, in fo bad 
a light, that he pronounces it very irregular 
throughout, and that the accufations did not 
amount to a legal proof. ‘ I would know, fays he, 
by what law is the depofition of a perfon who 
might be brought face to face to the prifoner, 
read as evidence ? I would know by what 
law it is forbidden that the accufer ihould be 
brought face to face to the accufed ? I would 
know by what law Brook’s depofition of what 
the lord Cobham told him of Raleigh was evi
dence againft Raleigh ? I would know by what 
law the dory Dyer told of what an unknown 
man faid to him at Lilbon of Don Raleigh, 
was evidence againft Raleigh ? I would know 
by what ftatute the ftatutes of the 25th of Ed
ward III. and ^thofEdwardVI. were repealed/

Sir Walter, not long after his confinement in 
the Tower, upon the unwearied follicitations 
of his lady, who petitioned the king that flie 
might be prifoner with him, was allowed the 
confolation of her company, and his younger 
fon Carew was born there in 1604.

The February following his majefty made him 
a grant of his forfeited eftate, for the benefit 
of his wife and children ; but this was only 
for his own life, for he had, on his refolving 
to accept of a challenge from Sir Amias Pref- 
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WALTER RALEIGH. 45 
ton feme years before, made it over to his 
eldeii fon. . But he did not long enjoy it; for 
Car, the king’s new favourite, having no for
tune of his own, looking out for one, difco- 
vered a flaw in the conveyance, upon which 
an information,, being exhibited in the exche
quer, judgment was given for the crown, and 
Sherborne, and other of his eftates, were given 
to Car in 1609, the king being inflexible to ail 
the petitions of the lady Raleigh for herfelf 
and her children.

This great man Toftened the rigours of his 
ong confinement in an application to various 

kinds of fludies. And though he had the 
queen s protedion, and prince Henry for his 
patron during the height of the earl of So- 
merfet s favour, yet he could not obtain his 
liberty till after the condemnation of that fa 
vounte for the murder of Sir Thomas Over- 

ury; but at laft, by means of fifteen hundred 
pounds given to a relation of the new favourite 
aff frS’ he pr0Cured his liberty, 
Towerb°Ve tWe Ve yearS confinement in the

Sir Walter being now at large, had the 
ana and his °ld ^heme of Gui-ana and his maj€fty granted h.m a < 
that purpofe, at leaft under the privy-feal, if

“nd- the great feal of England ; which 
hi°n beWg aPPI:ed to, aflured 
Daft pard°n for all that was
P > as the king had made him admiral of his

fleet.



fleet, and given him the power of martial law 
over his officers and foldiers.

The whole expence of this expedition was 
defrayed by Sir Walter Raleigh and his friends. 
In their paffage, they met with various difap- 
pointments; however, in November, they 
came in fight of Guiana, and anchored five 
degrees off the river Caliana.

Here Raleigh was received with the ut* 
moil joy by the Indians, who offered him the 
fovereignty of the country, which he declined. 
His extreme ficknefs preventing his attempting 
the difcovery of the mines in perfon, he de
puted captain Keymis to that fervice, ordering 
five ihips to fail into the river Oronoque; but, 
three weeks after, landing by night nearer a 
Spaniih town than they expected, they were 
fet upon by the Spaniih troops, who were 
fore-armed for their coining.

This unexpected attack foon threw them 
into confufion; and, had not fome of the 
leaders animated the reft, they had all been 
cut to pieces: but the others, by their exam
ple, foon rallying, they made fuch a vigorous 
oppofition, that they forced the Spaniards to 
retreat.

In the warmth of the purfuit, the Engliih 
found themfelves at the SpaniQi town before 
they knew where they were. Here the battle 
was renewed, and they were affaulted by the 
governor himfelf, and four or five captains, at 
the head of their companies, when captain Ra

leigh,
z
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leigh, the eldeft ion of Sir Walter, hurried on 
by the heat and impatience of youth, not 
waiting for the muiketeers, ruihed forward, at 
the head of a company of pikes, and, having 
killed one of the Spaniih captains, was ihot 
by another ; but, prefling ftill forward with 
his {word, upon the captain who had ihot 
him, the Spaniard, with the butt end of his 
muiket, felled him to the ground, and put an 
end to his life ; when his ferjeant immediately 
thruft the Spaniih captain through the body 
with his halbert. Two other captains, and the 
governor himfelf, fell in this engagement.

The Spaniih leaders being all thus dif- 
patched, the reft fled; fome took ihelter 
about the market-place, from whence they 
killed and wounded the Engliih at pleafure ; 
fo that there was no way left for fafety but by 
firing the town, and driving the enemy to the 
woods and mountains.

Captain Keymis had now an opportunity 
of vifiting the mine, which he attempted with 
captain Thornhurft, Mr. W. Herbert, Sir 
John Hamden, and others ; but, upon their 
falling into an ambufeade, in which they loft 
many of their men, they returned to Sir Wal
ter, without difeovering the mine, alledging 
the reafon mentioned above.

As fome mitigation of their ill fuccefs, and 
as an inducement to further hopes, Keymis 
produced two ingots of gold, which they had 
found in the town, together with a large quan
tity of papers found in the governor’s ftudy.



Among thefe were four letters, which difco- 
vered not only Raleigh’s whole enterprize to 
have been betrayed, but his life hereby put 
into the power of the Spaniards. Thefe let
ters alfo difcovered the preparations made by 
the Spaniards to receive Raleigh.

To the juft indignation which he conceived 
upon this occafion, was added the mortifica
tion of finding that Keymis had made no trial 
of the mine. He reproached that captain with 
having undone him, and wounded his credit 
with the king paft recovery. This affeited 
Keymis fo fenfibly, that he retired to his cab
bin, where he ihot himfelf; but, finding the 
wound not mortal, he difpatched himfelf with 
a knife, which he thruft into his heart.

The ill ftate of Sir Walter’s health would 
not fuffer him to repair Keymis’s negleit. He 
was incapable of fuch a voyage, and, at the 
fame time, was in continual apprehenfion of 
being attacked by the Spaniih armada, fent 
out on purpofe to lay wait for and deftroy him; 
but the enemy miffed him, by (laying in the 
wrong place.

On Sir Walter’s return home, he found 
that king James had publiihed a proclamation 
declaring his deteftation of his conduit, af- 
ferting that his majefty had, by exprefs li
mitation, reftrained and forbid Raleigh, from 
attempting any ail of hoftility againft his 
dear brother of Spain ; yet it is evident, that 
the commiflion contained no fuch limitation.

This
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This proclamation, however, did not deter 

Sir Walter from landing, who refotved to 
furrender himfelf into the king’s hands, to 
whom he wrote a letter in defence of himfelf. 
He was feized on the road to London, and re
turned with the officers to Plymouth.

On the feventh of Augull, he arrived at 
London, where he was permitted the confine
ment of his own houfe ; but having good rea- 
fon not to trull himfelf to the mercy of the 
court, he formed a defign to efcape into 
France ; which being difeovered, he was 
feized in a boat below Woolwich, and was, 
on the tenth of Augull, committed to the 
Tower.

His death was now abfolutely determined, 
yet it was not eafy to find a method to com-’ 
pafs it, fince his condud in his late expedi
tion, could not be llretched in law to fuch a 
fentence; it was refolved therefore to facrifice 
him to Spain, in a manner that has jullly ex- 
pofed the court to the abhorrence of all fuc- 
ceeding ages, by calling him down to judg
ment on his former fentence, pafled fifteen 
years before. Thus, by a ilrange contariety of 
proceedings, he, who had been condemned 
for being a friend to the Spaniards, now loll 
his life for being their enemy.
. In confequence of this refolution, he, hav
ing the day before received notice to prepare 
himfelf for death, was, on the twenty-eighth 
of Oilobcr, taken out of his bed, in the 
hot fit of an ague, and carried to the King’s

^°l. V. D Bench



Bench bar, at Weftminfter, where the chief, 
juftice* ordered the record of his convidlion 
and judgment in 1603, to be read ; and then 
demanded, What he had to offer why execu. 
tion frould not be awarded againft him ? To 
thjs Sir Walter pleaded his commiffion for 
his laft voyage, which implied a reftoring life 
to him, by giving him power, as marlbal, on 
the life and death of others. He then began 
to juftify his conduct in that voyage ; but the 
court refufed to hear him, and he was ordered 
for execution the next day. He then defired 
he might not be cut off fo fuddenly, calling 
upon God to be his judge, before whom he 
ihould frortly appear, That he was never dif. 
loyal to his majefty, “ which I will juftify,” 
faid he, “ where I frail not fear the face of 
any king on earth.”

The fame day a warrant for his execution 
was produced, though his majefty was retired 
into the country. Sir Walter eat his breakfaft 
heartily that morning, fmoaked his pipe, and 
made no more of death than if he had been 
to take a journey, when, being conduced to 
the old palace-yard, Weftminfter, with a 
chearful countenance he faluted the lords, 
knights, and gentlemen there prefent. After 
which a proclamation was made for Silence, 
and he addreffed himfelf to fpeak in this man
ner.

“ I defire to be borne withal, for this is the 
third day of my fever ; and, if I frail frevv 
any weaknefs, I befeech you to attribute it to 

my
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tny malady, for this is the hour in which it is 
wont to come.”

Then paufing a while, he fat, and direfted 
himielf towards a window, where the lords of 
Arundel, Northampton, and Doncafter, with 
fome other lords and knights, fat, and fpoke 
as followeth;

“ I thank God, of his infinite goodnefs, 
that he hath brought me to die in the light, 
and not in darknefs.” But, by reafon that 
the place where the lords, &c. fat, was fome 
¿¡dance from the fcaffold, that he perceived 
they could not well hear him, he faid, “ I 
will ftrain my voice, for I would willingly have 
your honours hear me.”

But lord Arundel faid, “ Nay, we will 
rather come down to the fcaffoldwhich 
he and fome others did. Where being come* 
hefaluted them feverally, and then began again 
to fpeak as followeth.

As I faid, I thank God heartily, that he 
hath brought me into the light to die ; and, 
that he hath not fuffered me to die in the dark 
prifon of the Tower, where I have fuffered a 
great deal of mifery and cruel ficknefs; and, 
] thank God that my fever hath not taken me 
at this time, as I prayed to God it might 
not. There are two main points of fufpicion 
that his majefty, as I hear, hath conceived 
againft me. To refolve your lordfhips wherein 
his majefty cannot be fatisfied, which J dcfire 
to clear, and to refolve your lordihip’s of:



“ One is, That his majefty hath been in
formed, that I have often had plots with 
France ; and his majefty hath good reafon to 
induce him thereunto. One reafon that his 
majefty had to conjecture fo, was, that, when 
I came back from Guiana, being come to 
Plymouth, 1 endeavoured to go in a bark t® 
Rochel; which was, for that I would have 
made my peace before I had come to Eng
land.

“ Another reafon was. That, upon my 
flight, I did intend to fly into France, for the 
faving of myfelf, having had fome terror from 
above.

“ A third reafon, that his majefty had 
feafon to fufpeft, was, The French agent’s 
coming to me. Befides, it was reported, that 
1 had a commiflion from the French king at 
my going forth. Thefe are the reafons that 
his majefty had, as 1 am informed, to fufpeft 
me.

“ But this I fay, for a man to call God to 
witnefs to a falihood at the hour of death, is 
far more grievous and impious; and that a 
man that lb doth cannot have falvation, for 
he hath no time for repentance. Then what 
jftiall I expe&, that am going inftantly to 
render up my account ? 1 do therefore call 
God to witnefs, as I hope to be faved, and as 
I hope to fee him in his kingdom, which I 
hope I ihall within this quarter of this hour, 
I never had any commiflion from the French 

king,
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Line, nor ever Taw the French king’s hand- 
writing in all my life ; netther knew I that 
there was a French agent, nor what he was, 
till I met him in my gallery, at my lodging^ 
unlooked for. If I fpeak not true, O Lord, 
let me never enter into thy kingdom. ,

“ The fecond fufpicion was, That his ma- 
ielly had been informed, that I ihould fpeak 
¿¡(honourably and ¿¡(loyally of my fovereign ; 
but mv accufer was a bafe Frenchman, and a 
runnagate fellow ; one that hath no dwelling ; 
a kind of chymical fellow ; one that I knew 
to be perfidious : for, being by him drawn 
into the aftion of fearing myfe f at Winchef- 
ter, in which I confefs my hand was touched, 
he, being fworn to fecrefy over-night, revealed 
it the next morning. ,

“ But this I fpeak now, what have 1 to go 
with kinos ? I have nothing to do with them, 
neither do I fear them ; I have only now to 
do with my God, in whofe prefence I (land ; 
therefore to tell a lie, were it to gain the 
king’s favour, were vain. Therefore, as I 
hope to be faved at the laft judgment-day, I 
never fpoke difloyally, or dilhonellly, of his 
majefty in all my life ; and therefore I cannot 
but think it (¡range that that French-man, be
ing fo bafe and mean a fellow, ihould be fo 
far credited as he hath been. I have dealt 
truly, as I hope to be faved ; and I hope I 
(hall be believed. I confefs I did attempt to 
efcape ; .1 cannot excufe it, but it was only 
to fave my life. And 1 do likewife confefs, 



that I did feign myfelf to be iil-difpofed and 
lick at Salilbury ; but I hope it was no fin, 
for the prophet David did make himfelf a 
fool, and buffered fpittle to fall down upon 
his beard, to efcape from the hands of his 
enemies, and it was not imputed unto him : 
fo, what I did, I intended no ill, but to gain, 
and prolong time until his majefty came^ 
hoping for fome commiferation from him. 
But I forgive this French-man, and Sir Lewis 
Stewkeley,. with all my heart; for I have re
ceived the facrament this morning of Mr. 
dean of Weftminfter, and I have forgiven all 
men ; but, that they are perfidious, 1 am bound 
in charity to fpeak, that all men may take 
heed of them.

“ Sir Lewis Stewkeley, my keeper and 
kinfman, hath affirmed that I ffiould tell him,, 
that my lord Carew, and my lord of Doncailer 
here, did advife me to efcape ; but I proteft, 
before God, I never told him any fuch thing; 
neither did the lords advife me to any fucli 
matter ; neither is it likely that I ffiould tell 
him any fuch thing of two privy-counfellors ; 
neither had I any reafon to tell him, or he to 
report it; for it is well known, he left me fix, 
feven, eight, nine, and ten days together 
alone, to go whither I lifted, whilft he rode 
himfelf about the country.

“ He further accufed me, that I ffiould fhew 
him a letter, whereby I did fignify unto him,, 
that I would give him ten thoufand pounds 
Gr my efcapebut God call my foul into 

everlaft-
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everlailing fire, if I made any inch proffer of 

» ten thoufand pounds, or one thoufand ; but, 
indeed, I (hewed him a letter, that, if he 
would go with me, there (hould be order 
taken for his debts when he was gone ; nei
ther bad I ten thoufand pounds to give him j 
for, if I had had fo much, I could have made 
my peace with it better another way than in 
giving it to Stewkeley.

“ Further, when I came to Sir Edward 
Pelham’s houfe, who had been a follower of 
mine, and who gave me good entertainment, 
he gave out, that I had received fome dram 
of poifon ; when I anfwered him, that I 
feared no fuch thing, for I was well affured 
of them in the houfe, and therefore wifhed 
him to have no fuch thought. How God for
give him, for I do ; and I defire God to for
give him. I will not only fay, God is a God’ 
of revenge ; but I defire God to forgive him, 
as I do defire to be forgiven of God.”

Then looking over his note of remem
brance, “ Well,” faid he, “ thus far have I 
gone ; a little more, a little more, and I will 
have done by and by.

“ It was told the king that I was brought 
per force into England, and that I did not 
intend to come again ; but Sir Charles Parker, 
Mr. Treiham, Mr. Leake, and divers know 
how I was dealt withal by the common foldi- 
ers, which were one hundred and fifty in num
ber, who mutinied, and fent for me to come 



into the ihip to them, for unto me they would 
not come ; and there I was forced to take an 
oath that I would not go into England till 
that they would have me ; otherwife they 
would*have caft me into the fea ; and there
withal! they drove me into my cabbin, and 
bent all their forces againft me.

“ Now, after I had taken this oath, with 
wine and other things, fuch as I had about 
me,' I drew fome of the chiefeft to defift from 
their purpofes; and, at length, I perfuaded 
them to go into Ireland ; which they were 
willing unto, and would have gone into the 
north parts of Ireland ; which I difluaded 
them from, and told them that they were 
Red-Shanks that inhabited there; and with 
much ado I perfuaded them to go into the 
fouth parts of Ireland, promifing them to get 
their pardons, and was forced to give them one 
hundred and twenty-five pounds at Kinfale, to 
bring them home, otherwife I had never go-t 
from them.

“ I hear likewife. there was a report that I 
meant not to go to Guiana at all, and that I 
knew not of any mine, nor intended any 
fuch thing or matter, but only to get my‘li
berty, which I had not the wit to keep.

“ But I proteft it was my full intent, and 
for gold ; for gold, for the benefit of his ma- 
jefty and myfelf, and of thofe that ventured 
and went with me, with the reft of my coun
trymen ; but he that knew the head of the 

mine
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mine would not difcover it, when he faw my 
fon was /lain, but made away himfelf.”

Then turning to the earl of Arundel, he 
faid, “ My lord, being in the gallery of my 
/hip, at my departure, I remember your ho
nour took me by the hand, and faid, You 
would requeft one thing of me ; which was. 
That, whether I made a good voyage or a 
bad, I fhould not fail but to return again into 
England ; which 1 then promifed you, and 
gave you my faith I would ; and fo I have.’* 
To which my lord anfwered, “ It is true, I 
do very well remember it, they were the very 
laft words I fpake unto you.”

“ Another flander was raifed of me, That I 
would have gone away from them, and left 
them at Guiana. But there was a^reat many 
worthy men that accompanied me always ; 
as my ferjeant-major, George Raleigh, and 
divers others, which knew my intent was no
thing fo.

“ Another opinion was held of me, that I 
carried with me to fea fixteen thoufand. pieces, 
and that was all the voyage I intended, only 
to get money into my hands. As I fhali an- 
fwer it before God, I had not in all the world 
in my hands, or others to my ufe, either di
rectly, or indire&ly, above a hundred pounds; 
whereof, when I went, I gave my wife twen
ty-five pounds thereof; but the error thereof 
came, as I perceived, by looking over the 
fcrivener’s books, where they found the bills
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of adventure arifing to a great fum, fo raifei 
that falfe report.

“ Only 1 will borrow a little time of Mr« 
Iheriffs to fpeak of one thing, that doth make.- 
my heart to bleed to hear that fueh an impu
tation ihould be laid upon me; for ’tis faid,< 
that I ihould be a perfecutor of the death of 
the earl of Effex ; and, that I flood in a win
dow over-againft him, when he fuffered, and, 
puffed out tobacco in difdain of him. God I 
take to witnefs, I fhed tears for him when he 
died ; and, as I hope to look God in the face 
hereafter, my lord of Effex did not fee my 
face when he fuffered, for I was afar off in 
the Armory, where I faw him, but he faw not 
me.

“ I confefs indeed I was of a contrary fac
tion, but I know my lord of Effex was a noble 
gentleman,, and that it would be worfe with 
me when he was gone, for I got the hate of 
thofe which wilhed me well before, and thofe 
that fet me againft him, afterwards fet them- 
felves again# me,, and were my greateft ene
mies;: and my foul hath many times been 
grieved that I was not nearer him when he 
died ; becaufe, as I uaderftood afterwards, 
that he alked for me at his death to have been 
reconciled unto me.. And thefe be the mate
rial points I thought good to fpeak of; and I 
am now, at this inftant, to render up an ac
count to God ; and I proteft, as I ihall ap
pear before him, this that I have fpoken is 
trueand I hope I ihall be believed.”

Then
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Then a proclamation being made, that all 

men ihould depart the fcaftold, he prepared, 
himfelf for death ; giving away his hat, his 
cap, with fome money, to fuch as he knew 
that Rood near him. And then, taking his 
leave of the lords, knights, gentlemen, and 
others of his acquaintance ; and, amongR 
the reft, taking his leave of my lord Arun
del, he thanked him for his company, and 
entreated him to defire the king, that no fcan- 
dalous writing to defame him might be pub- 
liihed after his death ; faying further unto- 
him, “ I have a long journey to go, and 
therefore I will take my leave.”"

Then putting off his doublet and gown, he 
defired the headfman to ihew him. the axe ; 
which not being fuddenly granted unto him, 
he faid, “ I pr’ythee let me fee it. Doft thou- 
think that I am afraid of it ?” So it being 
given unto him, he felt along upon the edge 
of it ; and, fmiling, fpake unto Mr. fheritf, 
faying, “ This is a iharp medicine, but it is 
a phyfician that will cure all difeafes.” After 
which, going to and fro upon the fcafibld on 
every fide, he entreated the company to pray 
to Ged to give him ftrength.

The executioner kneeling down aftced him 
fbrgivenefs ; and he,, laying his hand upon his 
fhoulder, forgave him.

Then being aiked which way he would lay 
himfelf on the block, be made anfwer, and* 
faid, “ So the heart be Arait, it is no matter 
which way the head lieth.” So,, laying his

D 6 * head 



head.on the block, his face being towards the 
eaft, the headfman, throwing down his own 
cloak, becaufe he would not fpoil the prifon- 
er’s gown, he, giving the headfman a fign 
when he fhould ftrike, by lifting up his hands, 
the executioner ftruck off his head at two 
blows, his body never ihrinking nor moving. 
His head was (hewn on each fide of the fcaf- 
fold, and then put into a red leather bag, and 
his wrought velvet gown thrown over it, which 
was afterwards conveyed away in a mourning 
coach of his lady’s.

Sir Walter Raleigh’s Letter to the King the 
Night before his Death.

THE life which I had, moil: mighty prince, 
the law hath taken from me, and I am now 
but the fame earth and duft, out of which I 
was made. If my offence had any proportion 
with your majefty’s mercy, I might defpair ; 
or, if my deferving had any quantity with 
your majefty’s unmeafurable goodnefs, I might 
yet have hope : but it is you that muft judge, 
and not I. Name, blood, gentility, oreftate, 
I have none : no, not fo much as a being ; 
no, not fo much as a vitam planta. I have 
only a penitent foul in a body of iron, which 
moveth towards the loadftone of death, and 
cannot be withheld from touching it, except 
your majefty’s mercy turn the point towards 
me that expelleth. Loft I am for hearing of 

vain
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vain man, for hearing only, and never believ
ing nor accepting. And fo little account I 
made of that fpeech of his, which was my 
condemnation (as my forfaking him doth truly 
witnefs) that I never remembered any fuch 
thing till it was at my trial objected againft 
me. So did he repay my care, who cared to 
make him good, which I now fee no care of 
man can eftefl. But God, for my offence to 
him, hath laid this heavy burden on me, mi- 
ferable and unfortunate wretch that I am. But, 
for not loving you, my fovereign, God hath 
not laid this forrow on me; for He knows, 
with whom I am not in cafe to lye, that I ho
noured your majeily by fame, and loved and 
admired you by knowledge ; fo that, whether 
I live or die, your majefty’s loving fervant I 
will live and die.

If now I write what feems not well-favoured, 
moil merciful prince, vouchfafe to afcribe it to 
the counfel of a dead heart, and to a mind 
that forrow hath confounded : but the more 
my mifery is, the more is your majefty’s 
mercy, if you pleafe to behold it; and the 
lefs I can deferve, the more liberal your ma
jefty’s gift ihall be. Herein you ihall only 
imitate God, giving free life : and by giving 
to fuch a one from whom there can be no re- 
tributidn, but only a defire to pay a lent life 
with the fame great love which the fame great 
goodnefs ihall beftow on it.

This being the firft letter which ever your 
majefty received from a dead man, I humbly 

fubmit 



fubmit myfelf to the will of God, my fupreme 
Lord, and ihall willingly and patiently fuffer 
whatfoever it ihall pleafe your majelly to afflidl 
me withah

Walter Raleigh»

The Copy of Sir Walter Raleigh’s Letter to 
his Wife, the Night before his Death.

YOU ihall now receive, my dear wife, my. 
laft words in thefe my laft lines. My love I 
fend you, that you may, keep it when I am 
¿ead; and my eounfel, that you may remem
ber it when I am no more. I would not,, 
by my will, prefent you with forrows, dear 
Befs, let them go into the grave with me, and 
be buried in the dull : and, feeing that it is 
not God’s will that I ihould fee you any more 
in this life, bear it- patiently, and with a 
heart like thyfelf

Firft, I fend you all the thanks which my 
heart can conceive, or my words can rehearfe,. 
for your many travails, and care taken for 
me ; which,, though they have not taken ef- 
feft, as you wiihed, yet my debt to you is not 
the lefs ; but pay it I never ihall in this- 
■world. , ,

Secondly, I befeech you,- for the love you 
■bare me living, do not hide yourfelf many 
days, but, by your travels, feek to. help your 
mi’ferable fortunes* and the right of your poor.

child».
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child. Thy mourning cannot avail me, I a® 
but duft.

Thirdly, you ihall underftand that my land 
was conveyed, bona fide, to my child. The 
writings were drawn at Midfummer was 
twelve months; my honeft coufin Brett can 
teftify fo much, and Dolberry too can remem
ber fomewhat therein : and, I truft my blood 
will quench their malice that have cruelly 
murdered me and, that they will not feek 
alfo to kill thee and thine with extreme po
verty.

To what friend to direft thee I know not, 
for all mine have left me in the true time of 
trial; and I perceive that my death was deter
mined from the firft day. Moil forry I am,. 
God knSws, that, being thus furprized with 
death, I can leave you in no better eftate : 
God is my witnefs I meant you all my office 
of wines, or all that I could have purchafed. 
by felling itr half my fluff,, and all my jewels,, 
but fome one for the boy ; but God hath pre
vented all my refolutions: that great God that 
ruleth all in all: but, if you can live free 
from want, care for no more, the reft is but 
vanity. Love God, and begin betimes to re- 
pofe yourfelf upon him ; and therein you ihalL 
find true and lafting riches, and endlefs com
fort : for the reft, when you have travelled and1 
wearied your thoughts over all forts of worldly 
cogitations, you fhall but fit down by forrow- 
in the end. Teach your fon alfo to love and 
fear Godr whilft he is yet young, that the.- 



fear of God may grow with him ; and then 
God will be a hufband to you, and a father 
to him ; a hufband and a father which cannot 
be taken from you.

Bailey oweth me two hundred pounds, and 
Adrian fix hundred pounds, in Jerfey. I alfo 
have much owing me befides. The arrearages 
of the wines will pay your debts : and, how- 
foever you do, for my foul’s fake, pay all poor 
men. When I am gone, no doubt but you 
fnall be fought to, for the world thinks that 
I was very rich. But take heed of the pre
tences of men and their affeftions, for they 
laft not but in honeil and worthy men ; and 
no greater mifery can befal you in this life 
than to become a prey, and afterwards to be 
defpifed. I fpeak not this, God knows, to 
diffuade you from marriage, for it will be beft 

-for you both in refpeft of the world and of 
God. As for me, I am no more yours, nor 
you mine ; Death hath cut us afunder; and 
God hath divided me from the world, and 
you from me. Remember your poor child for 
his father’s fake, who chofe you, and loved 
you in his happieft times.

Get thofe letters, if it be poffible, which I 
writ to the lords, wherein I fued for my life. 
God is my witnefs, it was for you and yours 
that I defired life; but it is true that I dif- 
dained myfelf for begging of it: for know it, 
my dear wife, that your fon is the fon of a true 
man, and who, in his own refpeit, defpifeth 
death and all his miihapen and ugly forms. I

cannot
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cannot write much. God, he knows how 
hardly I ileal this time while others ileep; and 
it is alfo time that I fhould feparatcmy thoughts 
from the world.

Beg my dead body, which living was denied 
thee; and either lay it at Sherburne, (and, if 
the land continue) or in Exeter-church, by 
my father and mother.

I can fay no more, time and death call me 
away. Tn> everlalling, powerful, infinite, 
and omnipotent God ; that almighty God, 
who is goodnefs itfelf, the true life and true 
light, keep thee and thine ; have mercy on 
me, ana teach me to forgive my perfecutors 
and accufers, and fend us to meet in his glo
rious kingdom. My dear wife farewel. Blefs 
-my poor boy. Pray for me, and let my good 
God hold you both in his arms.

Written with the dying hand of fometimes 
thy hulband, but now, alas! overthrown,

Walter Raleigh.

A gentleman, who writes the hiilory of 
Raleigh’s life, informs us, That, coming from 
Ireland, and being equipped in a very good 
habit, which at feems was the greateil part of 
his eftate (and which, he well obferves, is 
one of the bell means of introducing a man 
into the world whofe worth is unknown) as 
the queen was walking in the park, and com
ing to a watry place, where fhe found fome 
difficulty to get over, Sir Walter immediately 
pulled off a new plufh coat he had on, and 

laid 



laid it down for her majefty to tread on; which 
the queen was extremely pleafed with, and 
foon after took occafion to requite.

To fuch lucky accidents fometimes do men 
owe their fuccefs. The greateft merit is often 
defeated by a kind of criminal modefty, ora 
want of opportunity to difcover itfelf; while 
the forward and bold, though the rnoft empty 
worthlefs things in nature, often arrive at the 
higheft preferments; but this was not the 
cafe of Sir Walter. He was a gentleman of a 
good prefence, handfome, and well propor
tioned ; had a ftrong and natural wit, and a. 
better judgment; a voluble tongue, and good 
addrefs; and to thefe he had added a general 
learning, being an indefatigable reader, even 
while engaged in the fervice by fea or land ; 
and a great obferver of men and times.

His motto, fays the writer of his life, was, 
Tam Marti quam Mercurio ; though we find 
it in Collier to be, Either die nobly, or live 
honourably,.

Five hours he ufed to ileep, four he read, 
two he fpent in difeourfe, and the reft he al
lotted for bufinefs. There was not an expert 
fo’dier or feaman but he confulted ; no valua
ble treatiie of navigation, whether printed or 
manufeript, but he read: obferving that there 
was nothing of greater confequence, for the 
advancement of learning, than the finding, 
out the plaineft and moft compendious way 
of knowing and teaching things in every fei- 
ence.s ,

During.
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During his confinement in the Tower, he 

compofed that excellent work, entitled, The 
Hiftory of the World ; from whence, indeed, 
the charadter of this gentleman may be beft 
colledted, every man being bell known by his 
works.

On his return to England, after his laft ex
pedition, not doubting but that he ihould be 
made a facrifice to the Spaniard, he fent for 
Mr. Burre, who. had printed his firft volume 
of The Hiftory of the World, and aiked him 
how it fold. Burre anfwered. It fold fo flowly 
it had undone him ; which it feems was falfe. 
Whereupon Sir Walter took the other part, 
which was unprinted, out of his deik, and 
fighingfaid, “ Ah! my friends hath the firft 
part undone thee ? The fecond volume ihall 
undo no- more; this ungrateful world is un
worthy of it: and immediately threw it into 
the fire, and fet his foot upon it till it was 
confirmed.

Beiides his Hiftory of the World,, he wrote 
a treatife called, The Cabinet Council; con
taining the arts of government: An Accurate 
Account of his Catholic Majefty’s power and 
Riches; The Rife and Ruin of the Saracen 
Empire A Treatife of Mines and Minerals : 
The Prerogatives of Parliaments ; another 
treatife, entitled, Inftrudtions to his Son and 
his Pofterity ; and feveral fpeechefe and argu
ments in feveral parliaments.

His,



His body was interred in the chancel of St. 
Margaret’s church, Weftminfter ; but his head 
was long preferved in a cafe by his widow, 
who furvived him twenty years;

In a word, Sir Walter Raleigh fell, in the 
iixty-fixth year of his age, a facrifice to a con
temptible adminiftration, and the refentment 
of a mean prince : a man of fo great abilities, 
that neither that nor the preceding reign pro
duced his equal. His charafter was a combi
nation of almoft every eminent quality : he 
was the fol di er, ftatefman, andfcholar, united ; 
and, had he lived with the heroes of antiquity, 
he would have made a juft parallel to Caefar 
and Xenophon, like them being mafter of the 
fword and the pen. So that he was enabled, 
as a poet beautifully expreflesit, to enrich the 
world with his prifon-hours.

As the fentence of Raleigh blackens but his 
king, fo his memory will be ever dear to the 
lovers of learning, and of their country ; 
and, tho’ he makes not a very great figure as 
a poet, having bufinefs of greater importance 
continually upon his hands; yet it would be 
an unpardonable negligence not to mention 
him in that charafter.

We ihall clofe this article with a fpecimen 
of Sir Walter’s poetry in a piece called. The 
Vifion of the Fairy Queen.

Methought
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Methought 1 faw the grave where Laura lay, 

Within that temple where the veftal flame 
Was wont to burn ; and palling by that way, 

To fee that bury’d dull of living fame, 
Whofe tomb fair Love and fairer Virtue kept, 

All fuddenly I faw the Fairy Queen ;
At whofe approach the foul of Petrarch wept. 

And, from henceforth, thofe graces were 
not feen ;

For they this queen attended ; in whofe ftead 
Oblivion laid him down in Laura’s hearfe :

Hereat the hardeft ftones were feen to bleed, 
And groans of bury’d ghoils the heavens did 

pierce ;
Where Homer’s fpright did tremble all for 

grief.
And curs’d th’ accefs of that coeleflial thief.



The LIFE of

Ben. Johnson.

Ben. J o h n s o n , To famous for being one 
of the fathers of the Engliih ftage, in 

dramatic poetry, was the fruit of a pofthumous 
birth, and came into the world about a month 
after the death of his father. Being born in 
Weftminfter, he was put to a private fchool in 
the church of St. Martin’s in the fields; but 
removed thence, at a proper age, to that of 
the royal foundation, where Camden became 
his mailer. As his father was a gentleman and 
a clergyman, this ftep feems to have been taken 
in the view of breeding him to the church. 
But the widow being left in narrow circum- 
ftances, thought fit not to refufe an offer of mar
riage, which was made to her by a bricklayer; 
and, after her fon had continued fome years at 
Weftminfter-fchool, and made an extraordina
ry progrefs in claffical learning, ihe took him 
away, and obliged him to work under his 
ftep-father.

This was nipping the firft fprigof his dawn
ing hopes in the bud; his fpirit was not of a 
temper to take the bent of fo mortifying a 
change. In the depth of his refentment, he 
left his mother j and enlifting himfelf albldier, 

was
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was carried to the Englifh army, then engaged 
againft the Spaniards in the Netherlands-. 
Here he acquired a degree of military glory, 
which rarely falls to the lot of a common man 
in that profeflion. In an encounter with a 
fingle man of the enemy, he flew his opponent; 
and (tripping him, carried off the fpoils in the 
view of both armies.

Upon his return home, he followed the bent 
of his inclination ; and refuming his ftudies, 
went to St. John’s college in Cambridge. 
But here he had foon the misfortune to under
go a fecond mortification. The ihortnefs of 
his purfe not fupplying him with the decent 
conveniencies of a learned eafe, he found him- 
felf under a neceffity of quitting the feat of 
the mufes, after a ihortftay there. In this ex
igence he took a courfe, not uncommon to 
perfons of fuch a genius under the like 
diftrefs. He applied to the play-houfes, and 
was admitted into an obfcure one, called the 
Green Curtain, in the neighbourhood of Shore
ditch and Clerkenwell. He had not been 
long in this ftation, when, not contenting him- 
felf with the bufinefs of an aftor only, he 
took up his pen, and wrote fome pieces for 
the ftage. But his performances either way 
did no credit to his genius.

o During his continuance in this humble fta
tion, he had a quarrel with one of the players ; 
who fending him a challenge, there enfued a 
duel, wherein Johnfon killed his adverfary. 
For this offence being thrown into prifon, 

under 



under that misfortune, his fpirit, was funk 
into fuch a degree of melancholy, that he 
became a fit objeit to be fubdued by the 
crafty attacks of a popiih prieft; who, offici- 
oully vifiting him in his confinement, prevailed, 
upon him to renounce the doftrine he was 
bred in, and become a Roman catholic, and 
he remained twelve years within the pale of 
that church. But not long after this change 
in his religious condition, he alfo made a 
change in his civil one, and took to himfelf a 
wife, having firft obtained his releafement from 
prifon. His fpirit revived with his liberty ; 
and, maugre all the difcouragements he met 
with, he went on digging in the poetic mine, 
and, by dint of unparalleled induilry, improved 
his genius fo much, that at length he produced 
a play; which having the good fortune to fall 
into the hands of Shakefpear, that humane 
good-natured bard, refolving to do full juftice 
to its merit, brought it upon the ftage, where 
he was a manager, and aftcd a part in it him- 
felf.

Thus encouraged, his genius ripened apace, 
and his comedy, intitled, Every Man in his 
Humour, made its appearance on the fame 
ftage in 1598. This was followed the next 
year by Every Man out of his Humour. And 
he continued, in like manner, to furniih a 
new play every year, till he was called off by 
the mafques and entertainments made for the 
reception of king James I. on his acceffion to 
the throne of England. He was continually 

retained
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retained in this employ, on all occafions, du
ring his whole life afterward.

But thefe {lighter efforts of his mufe did not 
wholly occupy his genius. Both inclination 
and ambition concurred in prompting him to 
the graver and weightier works of the drama. 
Accordingly, in 1605, came out his comedy of 
Volpone, or the Fox ; which being wholly 
finiihed in the fpace of five weeks, did not 
hinder him from indulging the fournefs of his 
temper, in afatirical comedy, called, Eaftward- 
Hoe, written about this time again ft the 
Scotch nation. In this piece of intempe
rance, Chapman and Marfton were his coad
jutors ; and they were all three committed to 
prifon, and brought in danger of lofing 
their ears and nofes in the pillory ; but, how
ever, had the good fortune to obtain a par
don.

To repair this fault, Johnfon facrificed both 
his time and his mufe, almoft intirely, to gra
tify the tafte of the court in mafques, for fome 
years ; fo that his next play did not make its 
appearance till 1609. But he made fome 
amends for the length of this interval, by the 
perfection of the piece, which he intitled. 
Epicene, or the Silent Woman; this being ge
nerally efteemed the moil exaCt and finished 
comedy that our nation hath produced. And 
the next year he brought forth The Alche- 
mift, one of the beft of his comedies; but 
that was followed the enfuing year, 1611, by 
the worft of his tragedies, intitled Cataline,

Vol.V, E la



In 1613 our author took a tour to Paris, 
where he was admitted to an interview and 
converfation with cardinal Perron, whom he 
treated with all that franknefs and bluntnefs 
which was fo much his nature. It was about 
this time that he commenced a quarrel with 
Inigo Jones, whom he therefore made the 
fubjeft of his ridicule, in his next comedy, 
called Bartholomew-Fair, afted in 1614. 
That was fucceeded by The Devil’s an Afs, 
in 1616. This year he published his works 
in one folio volume ; and the poet-laureat’s 
falarv, of an hundred marks per annum, was 
fettled upon him for life, by king James I. 
the fame year.

Crowned with thefe honours by his prince, ■ 
he faw the moil diilinguiihed wits of his time 
crowding his train and courting his acquain
tance. And, in that fpirit, he was invited 
to Chrift-Church in Oxford, by Dr. Corbet, 
then fenior-iludent of that college. Our poet 
gladly accepted the invitation; and, having 
pafled fome time in cultivating his rnufe in 
that delightful feat, he received an additional 
atteftation of his merit from the univerfity, 
who prefented him with the honorary degree 
of mailer of arts, at the aft in 1619. . On the 
death of the laureat, Samuel Daniel, in Ofto- 
ber following, Johnfon fucceeded to that poll, 
the duty of which had been chiefly performed 
by him a long time before.

The year had not yet expired, when our 
now crowned laureat. took a tour into Scotland, 

on
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on purpofe to vifit a favourite brother-poet, 
Mr. Drummond of Hawthornden in that coun
try. He palled fome months with this ingenious 
friend, to whom he opened his heart with a 
moil unreferved freedom and confidence, the 
fweeteft gift of friendfhip. Our author was 
much pleafed with the adventures of this jour
ney, and celebrated them in a particular 
poem ; which, with feveral more of his pro- 
duftions, being accidentally burnt, about two 
or three years afterwards, that lofs drew from 
him a poem, which he called, An Execration 
upon Vulcan. He feems to have let no year 
pafs without the amufement of writing fome 
of thefe fmaller pieces. And thofe, with the 
mafques, which the office of poet-laureat then 
particularly called for every Chriftmas, filled 
up the interval to the year 1625 ; when his 
comedy, intitled, The Staple of News, ap
peared upon the ftage. Not long afterwards 
he fell into an ill ftate of health, which, how
ever, did not hinder thedifeharge of his duty 
at court. And he found time alfo. to gratify 
the more agreeable exercife of play-writing; 
forr in 1629, he brought another comedy, 
called, The New Inn, or the light Heart, 
to the theatre. But here his adverfaries pre
vailed over him ; the play was hided out of 
the houfe on its firft appearance there; and 
our laureat had recourfe to his pride for a re
venge, which dilated an ode to himfelf, threat- 
uing to leave the ftage. This ceconomy hav- 
]ug reduced his finances to a low ebb, the 



king graciou fly fent him a purfe of an hundred 
pounds. That goodnefs was properly and in 
charafter repaid by an epigram,^addreffed to 
his royal benefaftor, which, for fome fpecial 
reafons, is inferted here.

Great Charles, among the holy gifts of grace. 
Annexed to thy perfon and thy place, 
’Tis not enough (thy piety is fuch)
To cure the called king’s-evil with a touch,
But thou wilt yet a kingly maft’ry try, 
To cure the poet’s evil, poverty : 
And in thefe cures doft to thyfelf enlarge, 
As thou doit cure our evil at thy charge. 
Nay, and in this thou „fhew’il to value more. 
One poet, than of other folks ten fcore.
O piety ! fo to weigh the poor’s eftates, 
O bounty I fo to difference the rates.
What can the poet wiih his king may do, 
But that he cure the people’s evil too ?

But his majefty’s munificence did not flop 
here ; he augmented the laureat’s falary of 
an hundred marks, to an hundred pounds a 
year, together with the addition of a tierce of 
canary wine; which peniion has been conti
nued to his fucceflbrs in that office ever fince. 
Our poet drew up a petition for this favour, in 
the following form:

The humble petition of poor Ben,
To th’ beft of monarchs, mailers, men, 
King Charles.

Doth
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Doth moil humbly ihew it. 

To your majeily, your poet: 
That whereas your royal father 
James the bleifed, pleafed the rather, 
Of his fpecial grace to letters, 
To make all the mufes debtors 
To his bounty : by extenfion 
Of a free poetic peniion, 
A large hundred marks annuity, 
To be given me in gratuity, 
For done fervice, and to come : 
And that this fo accepted fum ; 
Or difpenfed in books or bread, 
(For on both the mufe was fee) 
Hath drawn on me from the times, 
All the envy of the rhimes. 
And the rat’ling pit-pat noife 
Of the lefs poetic boys, 
When their pot-guns aim to hit, 
"With their pellets of final! wit. 
Parts of one (they judg’d) decay’d, 
But welalt out ilill unlay’d. 
Pleafe your majeily to make. 
Of your grace, for goodnefs’ fake, 
Thofe your father’s marks your pounds; 
Let their fpite (which now abounds) 
Then go on, and do its worft, 
This would all their envy burft : 
And fo warm the poet’s tongue. 
You’ll read a fnake in his next fong.

King Charles the firil’s perfonal chara&er 
makes it no improbable fuppofition, that thefe 



aits of favour might be in fome meafurc the 
effects of his compaffion for this fervant, who 
began now to fink into a vifible decay both 
of body and mind. ’Tis true, we have 
two comedies wrote by him afterwards ; hut 
they are fuch, as hath not been unfitly called 
his dotage ; and he found himfelf under a ne- 
ceffity of abfolutely laying down his pen foon 
after the year 1634.

His diforder was the palfey, which put a 
period to his life in Auguft 1637, in the fixty- 
third year of his age. He was interred three 
days afterwards in Weftminfter Abbey, at the 
north weft end, near the belfrey. Over his 
grave was laid a common pavement-ftone, 
with this laconic infcription, O rare Bet). 
Johnfon. It was done at the expence of Mr, 
(afterwards Sir) John Young, of Great-Mil- 
ton in Oxfordshire. But a much better mo
nument Was raifed to his memory fix months 
afterwards, when there came out a collection 
of elegies and poems, intitled, Johnfonicus 
Verbins : or, the Memory of Ben. Johnfon 
revived by the Friends of the Mufes. And 
prefently after, there was a defign let on foot 
to erect a marble monument with his ftatue, 
and a eonfiderable fum of money was collected 
for the purpofe ; but the breaking out of the 
rebellion prevented the carrying it into execu
tion, and the money was returned. The baft, 
in bas-relieve, with the former infcription 
under it, that is now fixed to the wall in the 
Poets Corner, near the fouth-eaft entrance in- 

to
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to the abbey, was fet up by that great patron 
of learning, the fecond earl of Oxford, of the 
Harley family. <

As to our poet’s own family, it became ex- 
tind in him, for he furvivedall his children. 
As to his perfon and charader, if we may de
pend on his own defcription, his body was 
large, corpulent, and bulky, and his counte
nance hard and rocky ; fo that his figure great
ly refembled that of Sir John FalllafF, and 
confequently could not be much lefs apt to 
raife laughter. Nor was the call of his tem
per and natural difpofition at all more jefpec- 
table, as reprefented by his friend Mr. Drum
mond, who obferves him to be “ A great 
lover and praifer of himfelf; a contemner and 
fcorner of others; chufing rather to lofe his 
friend than his jeft ; jealous of every word 
and adion of thofe about him, efpecially af
ter drink, which was one of the elements in 
which he lived ; a diffembler of the parts 
which reigned in him ; a bragger of fome 
good that he wanted ; he thought nothing 
right, but what either himfelf or fome of his 
friends had faid or done. He was paffionatcly 
kind and angry; carelefs either to gain or 
keep; vindictive, but if he was well anfwered, 
greatly fnagrined ; interpreting the belt fay- 
ings and deeds often to the wöfil. He was for 
any religion, being verfed in both ; opprefied 
with fancy, which over-maftered his reafon ; 
a general difeafe among the poets.” He had 
a very ftrong memoiy ; for he tells us himfelf 

E 4 in 



in his Difcoveries, that in his youth he could 
have repeated whole books that he had read, 
and poems of fome feleél friends, which he 
thought worth charging his memory with.

As to his genius, the charaéler of it, in re- 
fpeft to dramatic poetry, has been already 
touched tipon. To which mull be. added Mr. 
Pope’s remark, that, “ When our author got 
polTefiion of the Hage, he brought critical 
learning into vogue ; and that this was not 
done without difficulty, which appears from 
thofe frequent lefTons (and indeed almoft de
clamations) which he was forced to prefix to 
his fi fl plays, and put into the mouths o*f his 
aétors, the grex, chorus, &c. to remove the 
prejudices and reform the judgment of his 
hearers. ’Till then the Engliih authors had 
no thoughts of writing ppon the model of the 
ancients : their tragedies were only hiltories 
in dialogue, and their comedies followed the 
t read of any novel as they found it, no lefs 
implicitly than if it had been true hillory.”

Ben. Johnfon appears to have had no nice 
ear for poetry ; however, Mr. Drummond de
clares that his inventions were fmooth and 
eafy. He does not appear to have had much 
conception of thofe breaks and refis, or of 
adapting the found of his verfe to the fenie, 
which are the chief beauties of our beft and 
modern poets. ’Tis-univerfally agreed, with 
his laft-mentioned friend, that tranflation or 
imitation was his moll diftinguilhed talent, 
wherein he excelled all his contemporaries ; 

and
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andbefides his new-forming our drama after 
the ancient models, he gave us the firft Pin
daric ode in the Engliih language that has a 
juft claim to that title.

After the edition of his works already men
tioned, they were reprinted in 1716, in fix 
volumes odtavo ; and another edition has been 
lately printed in 1756, feven volumes oitavo, 
with fome notes and additions by P. Whalley, 
late fellow of St. John’s college in Oxford ; 
who hath likewife inferted Johnfon’s comedy, 
intitled, The Cafe is Alter’d, not in any for
mer edition. And fince this laft editor de
clare?, he ihould not have omitted our author’s 
verfes, prefixed to May’s tranilation of Lucan, 
had they come to his hands in time, we have 
thought proper not to conclude this memoir,, 
without inferting a copy of thofe verier,

To my chofen friend, 
The learned tranilator of Lucan, 

Thomas May, Efq;

When, Rome, I read thee in thy mighty pair. 
And fee both climbing up the flippery flair 
Of fortune’s wheel, by Lucan driven about, 
And the world in it, I began to doubt, 
At every line fome pin thereof fhould flack 
At leaft, if not the general engine crack ;
But when again I view the parts fo poiz’d 
And thofe in number fo, and meafure rais’d ; 
As neither Pompey’s popularity, 
Cacfax’s ambition, Cato’s liberty,.
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Calm Brutus’ tenor ftart, but all along 
Keep due proportion in the ample fong. . 
It makes me, raviih’d with juft wonder, cry, 
What mute, dr rather god of harmony, 
Taught Lucan thefe true deeds? Replies my 

fenfe,
What gods but thofe of arts and eloquence ?
Phcebus and Hermes ? they whofe tongue or 

pen,
Are Hill th’ interpreters ’twixt godsand men. 
But who hath them interpreted, and brought, 
Lucan’s whole frame unto us, and fo wrought. 
As not the fmalleft joint, or gentleft word, 
In the great mafs, or machine, there is ftirr’d. 
The felf fame genius, fo the work will fay, 
The fon tranflated, or the fon of May.

Your true friend to judgment,
Ben. Johnson.

There is reafon to believe that he had a de- 
fign to write an epic poem, and was to call it 
Chrologia, or the Worthies of his country, all 
in couplets, as he detefted all other rhime. 
It is likewife faid, that he actually wrote a dif- 
courfe on poetry, both againft Campion and 
Daniel, efpecially the laft, where he proved 
couplets to be the beft fort of verfes.

The
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The LIFE of

Sir Francis Bacon,

Francis bacon was the youngeft 
fon of Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord-keeper, 

and afterwards lord high-chancellor, in the 
reign of queen Elizabeth, by his fecond wife, 
who was daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke, 
preceptor to Edward VI. Sir Nicholas ap
pears to have been a man of wit as well as in
tegrity and learning ; for, when the queen, 
in a vifit to him at his feat in Hertfordihire, 
told him, fhe thought his houfe too little for 
him; “ No, madam,” replied he, “ but your 
majefty has made me too great for my houfe.” 
And his lady too was a woman of great learn
ing, having tranflated from the Latin biiliop 
Jewel’s Apology for the Church of England.

Their youngeft fon, Francis, was born at, 
York-houie, in the Strand, on the twenty-fe- 
cond of January, 1561 ; the brightness of 
whole parts began early to appear : infomuch 
that queen Elizabeth herfelf, while he was but 
a boy, took a particular delight in trying him 
with queftions ; and received fo much fatif- 
fadion from the good fenfe and manlinefs of 
his anlwers, that die was wont to call him, in 
mirth, her young lord-keeper. Among others, 
ihe having one day afked him, how old he

/ E 6 was;
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was; he aniwered readily, “ Juft two years 
younger than your majefty’s happy reign.”

His proficiency in learning was fo rapid, 
that, in the twelfth year of his age, he was 
entered a ftudent of Trinity-college, Cam
bridge ; and went through all his courfes 
there by the time he was fixteen ; when his 
fatherfent him to Paris, and recommended him 
to Sir Amias Powlet, then the queen’s ambaf- 
fador in France, who took particular notice of 
him.

Whilft abroad, he did not fpend his time, 
as our young gentlemen ufually do, in learn
ing the vices, fopperies, and follies of foreign- 
ers; but in ftudying their conftitution of go
vernment and manners, and the characters and 
views of their princes and minifters ; and, in 
the nineteenth year of his age, he wrote a pa
per of obfervations on the then general ftate 
of Europe, which is flill extant among his 
works.

On the twentieth of February, 1579, our 
young gentleman’s father, Sir Nicholas Bacon,- 
died, after having held the feals as keeper, or 
chancellor, for twenty years; but, as queen 
Elisabeth’s reign was more remarkable for her 
minifters gaining honour than for their gaining- 
riches, he left his fon Francis, who was the 
youngeft of five, but a very fmall fortune j 
fo that he was obliged to betake himfelf to the 
profeffion of the law for a- fubfiftence: for 
which purpofe he entered himfelf of Gray’s - 
Inn, and foon became fo eminent in that pro- 

feffiony
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feffion, that, at the age of twenty-eight, he 
was appointed by queen Elizabeth her learned 
council extraordinary.

As Sir William Cecil, lord-treafurer to 
queen Elizabeth, afterwards lord Burleigh, 
had married our young gentleman’s aunt, or 
mother’s filler, he frequently applied to him 
for fome place of credit and fervice in the 
ftate; but Sir William never got any thing for 
him, except the reversion of the office of re- 
gifter to the Star-chamber, then reckoned 
worth one thoufand fix hundred pounds a year, 
which did not fall to him till near twenty 
years afterwards; and, as he probably thought 
himfelf negle&ed by his uncle, he attached 
himfelf flrongly to the earl of Effex ; which 
of courfe made his uncle, and alfo his coufin, 
Sir Robert Cecil, his enemy; for, when 
the earl, a little before his fall, warmly fol- 
licited his being made follicitor-general, it 
was oppofed by his coufin, Si* Robert, who 
reprefented him to the queen as a man of 
mere fpeculation,. and more likely to diflrafi 
her affairs than to ierve her ufefully and with 
judgment: and, as the earl found he could 
not ferve him in this way, he gave him a re« 
compence out of his own eflate, by making 
him a prefent of Twitenham-park and its gar
den of paradife.

Upon this unfortunate nobleman’s fall, Mro. 
Bacon, as one of the queen’s council, was 
employed by the crown, along with Sir Ed
ward Coke, the attorney-general, to manage 

th® 



the trial againft his lordfhip ; and ambition 
got fo far the better of his gratitude, that he 
not only accepted of the employment, but, 
after the earl’s execution, he, at the defire of 
the minifters, wrote and publiihed that piece, 
ftill extant among his works, entitled, A 
Declaration of the Treafon of Robert, earl of 
Eftex.

This quite ruined him in the public efteem, 
which was probably the defign of the mini
fters, and perhaps did him no fervice in the 
opinion of his fovereign ; but fuch was the 
brightnefs of his parts, that he foon recovered 
both in the next reign ; for he was knighted 
by king James I. foon after his acceffion ; 
in 1607, he was madefollicitor-general; and, 
in 1613, when he was made attorney-general, 
his charader with the public was fo well re- 
t-ftabliihed, that, upon a queftion in the houfe 
of commons, whether the attorney-general 
could be a member of the houfe, as he was an 
officer who was obliged to attend upon the 
other; the queftion was carried in the affirma
tive, out of a particular regard to him ; and 
it was therefore declared that it ihould be no 
precedent.

With regard to politics, Sir Francis Bacon 
appears to have been a mere time-ferver, an 
humble fuitor to every minifter he thought up- 
permoft, and his profecutor as foon as down. 
His behaviour towards the earl of Eftex we 
have already Peen. After that earl’s death, he 
attached himfelf to his coufin, Sir Robert

Cecil, .
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Cecil, fecretary of ilate, and afterwards earl 
of Salifoury, though he knew him to be pri
vately no true friend; and, accordingly, du
ring his life, he never rofe higher than to be 
follicitor-general. He then made his court to 
the earl of Somcrfet, who had become a fa
vourite, and was created vifcount Rochefter, 
juft before the death of Salifbury ; and by his 
means it probably was that Sir Francis was 
made attorney-general; a place then worth 
fix hundred pounds a year, as he himfelf ac
knowledged.

Upon Somerfet’s fall. Sir Francis Bacon, 
then attorney-general, became one of his chief 
profecutors; and, from that time, began to 
make his court to Villiers, afterwards duke of 
Buckingham ; to whom he was fo fubfervient, 
that he fubmitted to be a fort of fteward for 
thofe great eftates bellowed upon this young 
favourite by the king. However, it appears 
from his letters, and other writings, that he 
generally gave good advice to his patrons ; 
but, when he found that they would not fol
low his, he was ready to follow theirs without 
referve ; though it does not appear that he 
was any way concerned in the treafonable prac
tices of the earl of Eifex ; which was, perhaps, 
more owing to his want of courage than his 
want of ambition.

As Sir Francis was extremely fubmiffive, 
and often ufeful to his patrons; fo he was di
ligent, and but too ready to ufe any means, 
for getting the better of thofe he thought his 

rivals ; 



rivals; as appeared upon the refignation of 
the old lord-chancellor Egerton in 1617. The 
feals he was highly ambitious of; and, as he 
looked upon Sir Edward Coke as his rival, 
he took care to reprefent him to the king and 
Buckingham, as one1 who abounded in his 
own fenfe, and who, by an affefiation of po
pularity, was likely to court the good will of 
the people at the hazard of the prerogative.. 
In this he was the more eafily believed, as Sir 
Edward had been but the year before chief
juftice, becaufe the minifters found him not fo 
du&ile as they inclined he fhould.

Accordingly the feals were delivered to Sir 
Francis, with the title of lord-keeper ; and, 
as Buckingham found him ready to put the 
feals to every patent, and every thing he de
fired, he got him created lord-high-chancellor 
of England, and baron of Verulam, in 1619 ; 
and, the year following, vifcount of St. Al
bans.

How ihort-lived do we often find human 
greatnefs ! In 1621, king James was forced 
to call a parliament ; and; as the nation was 
highly diflatisfied with the conduct both of 
Buckingham and the chancellor, the houfe of 
commons fet on foot a ftrift fcrutiny into the 
conduct of both. King James wanted money 
fo much, that he could not diflblve them; but,, 
to divert them from the profecution of his fa- 
vourite, Buckingham, the monopolies and il- 
kgal patents were all cancelled and recalled 
by proclamation 5 and the court permitted,, 

under-
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under-hand, the profecution of the chancellor: 
in confequence ol which, he was impeached 
by the houfe of commons pf corrupt practices, 
incaufes depending before him, as chief judge 
of equity; fo entirely had he loft that great 
character, which, but feven years before, he 
had among the commons, when he was made 
attorney-general.

As the court thought that his condemnation, 
and punilhment would fatisfy the commons, 
and divert them entirely from the profecution 
of Buckingham ; but were at the fame time 
afraid, that, if he appeared and flood upon 
his defence, his eloquence, and what he had 
to offer againft the charge, might procure an 
acquittal, they commanded him not to appear 
m perfon cut to fend a confeffion of all he 
Was ar cufed of to the houfe in writing ; which 
arbitrary command he was fo faint-hearted as 
to comply with, trailing to the king’s promife, 
t he ihould have a pardon, and a remiffion 
•his fine, together with a penfion during 
hfe ; and, upon his confeffion, he was fen- 
tenced to pay a fine o' forty thoufand pounds; 
io be imprifoned in the Tower during the 
kmg s pleafure ; to be for ever incapable of 
any office, place, or employment in the com
monwealth ; and. never to fit again in parlia
ment, or come within the verge of the court.

1 hus this great man was made the fcape- 
g°at-, as it often happens, for a higher crimi- 
na , and, though he had, in his life-time, 
&°t a great deal of money by his polls, and 

his 



his profeflion, for he was in every great caufe 
that happened whilfl he was at the bar, yet 
he had purchafed but a very fmall eflate of 
about fix hundred pounds a year ; and was fo 
far from having any ready-money, that he 
was confiderably in debt; occafioned by his 
indulgence to his fervants, and by his being 
cheated and defrauded by them : nay, his 
condemnation was chiefly owing to their ex- 
adtions and the bribes they had taken whilft 
he was chancellor, though it is plain he was 
not influenced by them in his decrees, as no 
one of them was ever reverfed. And. at laft, 
he became fenfible of his error with refpeft to 
his fervants ; for, during his profecution, as 
he was pafling through a room where they 
were fitting, upon fight of him they all flood 
up ; on which he cried, “ Sit down my maf- 
ters ; your rife hath been my fall.”

The king foon releafed him from the Tower, 
made a grant of his fine to fome truftees for his 
benefit, and fettled upon him a penfion of one 
thoufand eight hundred pounds a year ; but, 
as he applied moft of his income to the pay
ment of his debts, he lived always after in a 
very mean condition; and, though the king, 
in a very ihort time afterwards, granted him a 
full and entire pardon of his whole fentence ; 
whereupon he was fummoned to the firft par
liament of king Charles I. yet he did not live 
long to enjoy thefe favours; for, as he was 
making fome experiments at Highgate, he 
was fuddenly ftruck in the head and flemach ; 

and3
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and, being carried to the earl of Arundel’s 
houfe there, he expired, after a week’s illnefs, 
on the ninth of April, 1626, without any if- 
fue by his wife, who was a daughter of aider- 
man Barnham, of London, whom he married 
when about the age of forty, and with whom 
he received a plentiful fortune.

Notwithftanding the great hurry and buRIe 
he appears to have been concerned in, from 
his firft entering upon bufinefs, to the moment 
of his condemnation ; yet, even during that 
hufy time, he often employed himfelf in mak- 
10g experiments, and publifhed fome of his 
philofophical works; which is a proof of the 

extent of his genius.
brom them it appears, that he may juftly be 

reckoned the chief among thofe who firft be
gan to free the world from the flavilh chains 
°f the old fcholaftic learning, and to introduce 
true philofophy and ufeful knowledge ; there- 
iore, whatever he may have deferved for his 
politics from the generation in which he lived, 
t0 pofterity his memory has been, and will al
ways be, facred.

Fo conclude, his chara&er feems to have 
been a perfeft contrail; for he appears to have 
j0, ambitious, yet daftardly ; ftudious, yet 
binding; avaricious, yet negligent of money ; 
vntuous, yet venal ; fond of a charafter, yet 
»eady t0 facrifice it upon every occafion ; and 

a. penetrating and fblid judgment in all forts 
of literature, but weak in the conduft of life. 

* he had confined his ambition to that of be
ing 



ing a great philofopher and a learned man, as 
he had friends enough to have provided for 
him in fome fine-cure poll that would have 
furniihed him a handfome fubfiftence, he might 
have lived happily, and died with glory un- 
fullied; but he affeited to be a ilatefman, and 
might indeed have been a ufeful minifter to a 
great and wife prince ; but, as his lot was un
der a weak one, and, as he had not the refo- 
lution to adhere to the counfels he gave, he 
lived in continual agonies, and died under a 
public reproach.

How common is it for men, even of the moil 
ihining talents, to millake the true road to 
happinefs!

THE
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The LIFE of

George Villiers.

(Written by a courtier of thofe times.)

GEorge Villiers, duke of Buck
ingham, was born in the year 1592, on 

the twentieth of Auguft, at Brookeby in Lei- 
cefterihire, where his anceftors had chiefly 
continued about the fpace of four hundred 
years, rather without obfcurity, than with any 
great luftre, after they had long before been 
feated at Kinalton in the county of Notting
ham. He was the third fon of George Vil
liers, knight, and Mary,late countefs of Buck
ingham, and daughter to Anthony Beaumont 
of Coleorton, Efq; names on either fide well 
known of ancient extraction. He was nur
tured where he had been born, in his firft ru
diments, till the years of ten; and from thence 
lent to Billifden-fchool in the fame county, 
where he was taught the principles of mufic,and 
other flight literature, till the thirteenth of his 
age; at which time his father died. Then 
his beautiful and provident mother (for thofe 
attributes will not be denied her) took him 
home to her houfe at Goodby, where ihe had 
him in efpecial care ; fo as he was firft (as 

we 
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we may fay) a domeflic favourite ; but finding 
him (as it Ihould feem) by nature little ilu- 
dious and contemplative, ihe chofe rather to 
endue him with converfive qualities and or
naments of youth, as dancing, fencing, and 
the like ; not without aim then, perchance, 
(though far off) at a courtier’s life : to which 
leffons he had fuch a. dextrous proclivity, as 
his teachers were fain to rellrain his forward- 
nefs ; to the end that his brothers, who were " 
under the fame training, might hold pace with 
him.

About the age of eighteen, he travelled into 
France, where he improved himfelf well in the 
language, for one that had fo little gramatical 
foundation : but more in the exercifes of that 
nobility, for the fpace of three years, and yet 
came home in his natural plight, without af- 
feéted forms (the ordinary difeafe of travel
lers). After his return, he palled again one 
whole year (as before) at Goodby, under the 
wing and counfels of his mother : and then 
was forward to become a fuitor at London to 
Sir Roger Aihton’s daughter, a gentleman of 
the bed-chamber to king James, and mafter 
of the robes. About which time, he fell into 
intrinfical fociety with Sir John Greham, then 
one of the gentlemen of his majelly’s privy- 
chamber: who, I know not upon what lu
minaries he efpied in his face, diffuaded him 
from marriage, and gave him rather encou
ragement to woo fortune in court. Which ad
vice funk well into his fancy ; for within fome 

i while.
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while, the king had taken upon certain glances 
(whereof the firll was at Apthorpe, in a pro- 
grefs) fuch liking of his perfon, that he re- 
folved to make him a mafter-piece, and to 
mould him, as it were, platonically to his 
own idea. Neither was his majefty content 
only to be the architect of his fortune, without 
putting his gracious hand likewife to fome 
part of the work itfelf. Infomuch as it pleaf- 
ed him to defcend, and to avail his goodnefs 
even to the giving of his forefaid friend. Sir 
John Greham, fecret directions, how, and by 
what degrees he fhould bring him into favour. 
But this was quickly difcovered by him, who 
was then as yet in fome poffeffion of the king’s 
heart. For there is nothing more vigilant, 
nothing more jealous than a favourite, efpe- 
cially towards the waining-time and fufpedof 
fatiety. So as many arts were ufed to difcufs 
the beginning of new affection. All which, 
notwithftanding, there was conveyed to Mr. 
Villiers an intimation of the king’s pleafure to 
wait, and to be fworn his fervant; and ihortly 
after, his cup-bearer at large ; and the fum- 
mer following he was admitted into ordinary. 
After which time favours came thick upon 
him (liker main ihowers, than fprinkling 
drops or dews) for the next St. George’s-day 
he was knighted, and made gentleman of the 
king’s bed-chamber ; and the very fame day 
had an annual penfion given him, for his bet
ter fupport, of one thoufand. pounds, out of 
the court of wards.



At New-year’s-tide following, the king 
chofe him mailer of the horfe. After this he 
was inftalled of the moil noble order. And in 
the next Auguft he created him baron of 
Whaddon, and vifcount Villiers. In January 
of the fame year, he was advanced earl of 
Buckingham, and fworn here of his majeily’s 
privy-council; as if a favourite were not fo 
before.

The March enfuing, he attended the king 
into Scotland, and was likewife fworn a coun- 
fellor in that kingdom; where he carried him- 
felf with Angular fweetnefs of temper, as it 
behoved him, being new in favour, and fuc- 
ceeding one of their own, to iludy a mode
rate ftile among thole generous fpirits.

About New year’s-tide, after his return 
from thence, (for thofe beginnings of years 
were very propitious to him, as if kings did 
chufe remarkable days to inaugurate their fa
vours, that they may appear adls as well of 
the times, as of the will) he was created mar
quis of Buckingham, and made lord-admiral 
of England ; chief-juftice in eyre of all the 
parks and forefts on the fouth fide of Trent; 
mafter of the King’s-bench office, (none of 
the unprofitable pieces); head fteward oi Weft- 
minfter, and conftable of Windfor-caftle.

But thefe offices and dignities already re- 
hearfed, and thofe of the like nature, which 
ihall after be fet down in their place, were 
but the facings, or fringes, of his greatnefs, 

in
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in comparifon of that truft which his moil 
gracious mailer did call upon him in the one- 
and-twentieth year of his reign, when he 
made him the chief concomitant of his heir 
apparent, and only fon, Charles, prince of 
Wales, in a journey of much adventure, and 
which (to ihew the ftrength of his privacy) 
had been before not communicated with any 
other of his majefty’s moil referved counfellors 
•at home, being carried with great clofenefs, 
liter a bufinefs of love than date; as it was in. 
the firft intendment.

d hey began their motion in the year 1623; 
ohTuefday the eighteenth of February, from 
the marquifs his houfe of late purchafe, at 
New Hall in EiTex, fetting out with difguifed 
beards, and with borrowed names of Thomas and 
John. Smith, ¿^nd then attended with none, 
but Sir Richard Greham, mailer of the horfe 
to the marquifs, and of inward truft about 
him. When they paffed the river againft 
Grayefend, for lack of ill ver, they were fain 
to give the ferry-man a piece of two-and-thir- 
ty inillings, which flruck the poor fellow into 
meh a melting tendernefs, that fo good gen- 
tiemen ftould be going (for fo he fufpefted) 
aoout fome quarrel beyond fea, as he could 
^ot forbear to acquaint the officers of the town 
with what had befallen him, who fent prefently 
poll for their flay at Rochefter, through which 

ey weie palled before any intelligence could 
a'rive* On the brow of the hill beyond that 
city, they were fomewhat perplexed byeipy-

V, F ing



ing the French ambaffador, with the king's 
coach, and other attending him, which made 
them baulk the beaten road, and teach port 
hackneys to leap hedges.

At Canterbury, whither fome voice (as it 
ihould feem) was run on before, the mayor of 
the town came himfelf to feize on them, as 
they were taking freih horfes, in a blunt man
ner, alledging firft a warrant to flop them, 
from the council, next from Sir Lewis Lewk- 
ner, mailer of the ceremonies, and laftly from 
Sir Henry Manwaring, then lieutenat of Do
ver Caftle. At all which confufed fiftions, the 
marquifs had no leifure to laugh, but thought 
belt to difmafk his beard, and fo told hhn, 
that he was going covertly with fuch flight 
company, to take a fecret view (being admi
ral) of the forwardnefs of his majefty’s fleet, 
which was then in preparation on the narrow 
feas : this, with much ado, did fomewhat 
handfomely heal the difguifement. On the 
way afterwards, the baggage poll boy, who 
had been at court, got (I know not how) 
a glimmering who they were; but his mouth 
was eafily (hut. To Dover, through bad 
horfes and thofe petty impediments, they came 
not before fix at night ; where they found Sir 
Francis Cottington, then fecretary to the 
prince, now baron of Hanworth, and Mr. 
Endymion Porter, who had been fent before 
to provide a veflel for their tranfportation. 
The forefaid knight was conjoined for the 
nearnefs of his place on the prince’s affairs ;

and
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and for his long refidence in the court of 
Spain, where he had gotten fingular credit even 
with that cautious nation, by the temper of his 
carriage. Mr. Porter was taken in, not only 
as a bed-chamber lervant of confidence to his 
highnefs, but likewife as a neceflary and ufeful 
inllrument, for his natural (kill in the Spanifli 
tongue. And thefe five were at the firU the 
whole parade of his journey..

The next morning, for the night was tem- 
peftuous, on the nineteenth of the aforefaid 
inonth, taking (hipping at Dover about fix 
of the clock, they landed the fame day at Bou
logne in France, near two hours after noon • 
Teaching Monftruel that night (like men of 
difpatch) and Paris the fecond day after, being 
Friday the one-and-twentieth. But fome three 
polls before, they had met with two German 
gentlemen that came newly from England, 
where they had feen at New-market the prince 
and the marquifs taking coach together with 
the king, and retaining fuch a ftrong impref- 
fion of them both, that they now bewrayed 
fome knowledge of their perfons; but were 
out-faced by Sir Richard Greham, who would 
needs perfuade them they were miftaken. 
Which in truth is no very hard matter, for the 
very ftrangenefs of the thing itfelf, and almoft 
the impolfibility to conceive fo great a prince 
and favourite fo fuddenly metamorphofed into 
travellers, with no greater train, was enough 
to make any man living unbelieve his fenfes.



At Paris the king fpent one whole day to 
give his mind feme contentment in viewing of 
a famous city and court, which was a neigh
bour to his future ellates. But for their bet
ter veiling of their vifages, his highriefs and. 
the marquifs bought each of them a periwig, 
fomewhat to overihadow their foreheads. Of 
the King they got a fight after dinner in a 
gallery, where he was folacing himfelf with 
familiar pleafures. And of the queen-mother 
as ihe was at her own table; in neither place 
defcried, no, not by monfieur Cadinet, who 
faw them in both, and had been lately ambaf- 
fador in England. Towards evening, by a 
meer chance, in appearance, though under
lined with a providence, they had a full fight 
of the queen-infanta, and of the princefs Hen
rietta Maria, with other great ladies, at the 
practice of a mafquing dance, which was then 
in preparation; having over-heard two gen
tlemen who were tending towards that fight, 
after whom they preifed, and were let in by the 
duke De Mount Bafon, the queen’s lord-cham
berlain, out of humanity to ftrangers, when 
divers of the French went by.

From the next day, when they departed at 
t^ree of the clock in the morning from Paris, 
the twenty-third of February, were fpent fix 
days at Bayone, the laft town of France, hav
ing, before, at Bourdeaux, bought them five 
riding-coats, all of one colour and faihiori, 
in a kind of noble fimplicity $ where Sir 

Francis
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Francis Cottington was employed in a fair 
manner to keep them from being entertained 
by the duke De Efpernon, telling him. they 
were gentlemen of mean degree, and formed 
yet to little courtihip, who perchance might 
otnerwife. (being himfelf no fuperficial man 
in the pratdices of the world) have pierced 
fomewhat deeper than their, out-fide.

• They were now entered into the deep time 
°Mvht, and could get no lieih in their inns.' 
Whereupon fell out a pleaiapt.pailage : There 
was near Bayone an herd of goats with their 
young o^es, upon which fight, the faid Sir 
Richard Greham tells the marquifs, he would 
naP one of the kids, and make feme fhift to 

c^y him clofe to their lodging. Which the 
prince over-hearing, Why Richard, fays he, 

you think you may practice here your old 
tucks again upon the borders? Upon which 
words, they firE gave the goat-heard good 
contentment, and then while the marquifs and

■s fervant, being both on foot, were chafing 
! e kid about the hack, the prince from horfe- 

ack killed him in the head with a Scottiih 
piltol.

At Bayone, the count De Gramont, gover- 
fo* °^tnat jealous key, took an exquifite no- 
ice of their perfons and behaviour, and open- 

th t0 fome of his train, That he
ought them to be gentlemen of much more 
°rt“ than their habits bewrayed ; yet he let

COurtePufiy p?Ts. And four days after 
Is taey arrived at Madrid, being Wednef- 



day the fifth of March. Having gone thus far, 
1 fhall not need to relate the affluence of young 
nobles and others from hence into Spain, after 
the voice of our prince’s being there had been 
quickly noifed, and at length believed ; nei
ther will it be neceflary to confider the arts of 
Rome, where now all engines were whetted 
(though by the divine blefling very vainly) 
when they had gotten a prince of Great Bri
tain upon catholic ground, as they ufe to 
call it.

This, and the whole matter of négociation 
there, the open entertainments, the fecret 
working, the apprehenfion on both ftdes, the 
appearance on neither ; and in fum, all the 
circumftanqes and refpeft of religion and date 
intermixed together in that commixture, will 
better become a royal hiftory, or a council
table, than a fingle life. Yet we cannot omit 
fome things which intervened at the meeting 
of two Pleiades, not unlike that which aftro- 
logers call a conjunction of planets, of no ve
ry benign afpeét the one to the other ; the 
marquifs of Buckingham, and the Conde 
d’Olivares. They had fome (harper and fome 
milder differences, which might eafily hap
pen in fuch an intervene of grandees, both 
vehement on the parts whicl they fwayed. 
But the moil remarkable was upvn fuppofition 
of the Condes, that the marqurfs had inti
mated unto her forne hopes of the prince’s 
couverfion ; which coming into debate, the 
marquifs fo roundly difavowed this gilded 

dream,
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dream, as Olivares alledged he had given him 
La-Mentida, and thereupon forms a compli
ment to the prince himfelf; which Bucking
ham denying, and yet Olivares perliRing in the 
laid compliment, the marquis, though now in 
ftrange hands, yet feeing both his honour and 
the truth at flake, was not tender likewile to 
engage his life, but replied with fome heat, 
that the Condes afleveration would force him 
todothat which he had not done before ; for 
now he held himfelf tied in terms of a gentle
man, to maintain the contrary to his affirma
tive in any fort whatfoever. This was the 
higheft and the hariheft point that occurred be
tween them; which that it went fo far, was 
not the duke’s fault ; nor his fault neither 
(as it ihould feem) that it went no farther. 
There was another memorable paflage one day 
of gentler quality, and yet eager enough. The 
Conde d’Olivares told the marquifs of a cer
tain flying noife, that the prince did plot to 
be fecretly gone : to which the marquifs gave 
a well tempered anfwer, That though love had 
made his highnefs heal out of his own coun
try, yet fear would never make him run out of 
Spain in other manner than fhould become a 
prince of his royal and generous virtues.

In Spain they flayed near eight entire 
months, during all which times, who but 
Buckingham lay at home under millions of 
maledićłions ? Which yet, at the prince’s fafe 
arrival in the Weft, did die, and vaniih here 
and_there mtp praifes and eulogies, according

F 4 to 
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to the contrary motions of popular waves» 
And now, to fum up the fruit of the journey,, 
difcourfes ran thus among the cleareft obfei- 
vers. It was faid, that the prince himfelf, 
without any imaginable ftain of his religion, 
had by the fight of foreign courts, and obfer- 
vations of the different natures of people, and 
the rules of government, much excited and 
awakened his fpirits, and corroborated his 
judgment. And as for the marquifs, there 
was note taken of two great additions which 
he had gained ; Firft, he was returned with 
increafe of title, having there been made 
duke, by patent fenthim, which was the high- 
eft degree whereof an Englifh iubjeft could be 
capable. But the other was far greater, tho’ 
clofer; for by to long and fo private, and fo 
various confociation with a prince of fuch 
excellent nature, he had now gotten as it 
were two lives in his own fortune and great- 
nefs; whereas otherwife the eftate of a. favou
rite is but at belt a tenant at will, and rarely 
tranfmitted. But concerning the Spanifhcom- 
miffion, which in public conceit was the main 
fcope of the journey, that was, left in great 
fofpence, and after fome time utterly laid alide ; 
which threw the duke, amongft free wits, under 
cenfures.

The moft part were apt to believe, that he- 
had brought down fome deep diftafte from 
Spain, which exasperated his counfels; neither 
s^as there wanting fome other that thought 

him
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him not altogether void of a little ambition, 
to ihew his power either to knit or difiblve. 

Howfoever, the whole fcene of affairs was 
changed from Spain to France ; there now lay 
the profpe&ive. Which alteration being ge
nerally liked, and all alterations of Hate being 
ever attributed to the powerfulleft under 
princes, the duke became fuddenly and 
ftrangely gracious among the multitude, and 
was even in parliament highly exalted ; fo as 
he did feem for a time to have overcome that 
natural incompatibility, which, in the expe
rience of all ages, hath been noted between 
the vulgar and the fovereign favour. But this 
was no more than a mere bubble or blaft, and, 
like an ephemeral fit of applaufe, as will ap
pear in the fequel of his life.

After his return from Spain, he was made 
lord-warden of the cinque-ports, (which is, as 
it were, a fecond admiralty) and fteward like- 
wife of the rr*anour of Hampton-court. Dig
nities and offices /till growing of trull or pro- 
ht; and the king now giving not only out of 
beneficent'difpofition, but a very habitual and 
confirmed cufiom.

One year, fix months, and two days after 
the joyful reception of the prince his fon from 
Spain, king James-accompli filed at Theobalds 
his own days on earth. Under whom .the 
duke had run a long courfe of calm and 
fmooth profperity: I mean long, for the or
dinary life of favour ; and the more notable, 
becaufe it had been without any vilibk eclipfe-



or wave in himfelf, amidft divers variations in 
others.

The moft important and preffing care of a 
new and vigorous king, was his marriage, for 
an immediate eftabliihment of the royaf line ; 
wherein the duke having had an efpecial hand, 
he was fent to conduit hither the princefs 
Henrietta Maria, youngeft daughter to the 
great Henry of Bourbon ; of whom his ma- 
jefty, as hath been faid, had an ambulatory 
view in his travels. He was accompanied with 
no peer but the earl of Montgomery.

Now this embaify, though it had a private 
fhew, being charged with more formality than 
matter (for all the eflential conditions were 
before concluded) could howfoever want no 
ornaments or bravery to adorn it. Among 
which, it is worthy of a litttle remembrance,- 
that the duke, one folemn day, gorgeoufly 
clad in a fuit all over fpread with diamonds, 
and having loft one of them of good value, 
perchance as he might be dancing, after his 
manner, with lofty motion, it was ftrangely 
recovered again the next morning in a court 
full of pages ; fuch a diligent attendant was 
fortune every where^ both abroad and at 
home.

After this fair difcharge, all civil honours 
having ihowered on him before, there now fell 
out great occafions to draw forth his fpirits in
to action; a breach firft with Spain, and not 
Jong after with France itfelf, notwitftanding 
fo firait an affinity fo lately treated with the 
•one, and actually accompliihed with the other: 

as
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as if, indeed, according to that pleafant maxim 
of flate, kingdoms were never married. This 
muft of neceffity involve the duke in bufinefs 
enough to have overfet a lefler veflel, being 
the next commander under the crown of ports 
and ihips.

But he was noted willingly to embrace thofe 
overtures of public employment: for, at the 
parliament at Oxford, his youth and want of 
experience in maritime fervice had fomewhat 
been fnrewdly touched, even before the iluices 
and flood-gates of popular liberty were yet fet 
open: fo, as to wipe out that objedtion, he 
did now mainly attend his charge, by his ma- 
jefty’s untroubled and ferene commands, even 
in a tempeftuous time.

Now the men fell a rubbing of armour, 
which a great while had lain oiled ; .the ma
gazines of munition were viewed ; the officers 
of remains called to account ; frequent coun
cils of war, as many private conferences with 
expert feamen ; a fleet in preparation for fome 
attempt upon Spain; the dukehimfelf perfon- 
ally employed to the Hates-general; and with 
him joined, in full commiffion, the earl of 
Holland, a peer both of lingular grace and 
folidity, and of all fweet and ferviceable'virtue 
for public ufe.

Thefe two nobles, after a dangerous paf- 
fage from Harwich, wherein three of their 
ihips were foundered, arrived the fifth day at 
the Hague in Holland. Here they were to 
enter a treaty, both with the Hates themfelves, 

F 6 and
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imd with the miniilers of divers allied and con/ 
federate princes, about a common diverfion? 
for the recovery of the palatinate where the 
king’s only filler’s dowry had been ravifhed by 
the German eagle, mixed with Spaniih fea
thers : a princefs refplendent in darknefs, 
and whofe virtues were born within the 
chance, but without the power of For
tune.

Here it were injurious to overilip a noble 
aft in the duke during this employment. 
'I here was a colleftion of certain rare manu- 
fcripts, exquifitely written in Arabick, and 
fought in the moil remote parts by the dili
gence of Erpenius, the moil excellent linguill. 
Thefe had been left to the widow of the faid 
Erpenius, and were upon fale to the Jefuits at 
Antwerp, liquorifh chapmen of fuch ware : 
whereof the duke getting knowledge by his 
worthy and learned fecretary, doftcr Mafon, 
interverted the bargain, and gave the poor 
widow for them five hundred pounds ; a fum 
above their weight in filver; and a mixed aft 
both of bounty and charity; the more lauda
ble by being out of his natural element. Thefe 
were they which, after his death, were as no
bly prefented as they had been bought, to the 
univerfity of Cambridge, by the dutchefs dow
ager, as foon as the underitood, by the afore- 
faid doftor Mafon, her huiband’s intention, 
who had a purpofe likewife to raife in the faid 
univerfity, whereof he was chancellor, a fair 
safe for fuch monuments, and to furnifh it with 

othex
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other choice colledions from all parts, at his 

8 own charge.
The aforcfaid negotiation, though proie- 

cuted with heat and probable appearance of 
great effects, took up a month before the 
duke’s return ; and then at home he met no 
good news of the Cadiz attempt. In the pre
paration thereof, though he had fpent much, 
follicitude, ex officio, yet it principally failed, 
as was thought, by late fetting out, and by 
fome contrariety of weather at fea ; whereby, 
the particular defign took vent before hand ; a 
point hardly avoidable in actions of noifey 
efpecially where the great Indian key to all 
cabinets is working.

_ Not long after this, the king, pondering in 
his wifdom the weight of his foreign affairs, 
found it fit to call a parliament at Weftmin- 
Her. This was that affembly where there ap
peared a fudden and marvellous conversion in 
the duke’s cafe, from the moil exalted (as he 
had been both in another parliament,and in com» 
mon voice before) to the mod depreffed now ; 
as if his condition had been capable of no me
diocrities ; and it could not but trouble him 
the more, by happening when he was fo freihly 
returned out of the Low-Country provinces, 
out of a meritorious employment in his inward 
conceit and hope. Which being the fmgle 
example that our annals have yielded,, from 
the time of William de la Pool, duke of Suf- 
fotk,, under Henry VI. of fuch a concurrence
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of two extremes, within fo ihort a time, by 
moil of the fame commenders and difprovers.

This ftrange phenomenon began from a 
travelled doftor of phyfic, of bold fpirit and 
of able elocution ; who, being returned one of 
the burgeifes, which was not ordinary in one 
of his coat, fell, by a metaphorical allufton, 
tranflated from his own faculty, to propound 
the duke’s as a main caufe of many infirmities 
in the ftate, or near that purpofe ; being fure 
enough of feconds, after the firft onfet, in the 
lower houfe. As for any clofe intelligence 
that they had before-hand with fome in the 
higher, though that likewife was faid, there 
wants ground to affirm, or believe it more 
than a general conceit ; which perhaps might 
run of the working of envy amonglt thofe 
that were neareft the objedt, which we fee fo 
familiar, both in natural and moral caufes.

The duke’s anfwers to his appeachments, 
in number thirteen, were very diligently and 
civilly couched ; and, though his heart was 
big, yet they all favour of an humble fpirit, 
one way, equitable confideration, which could 
not but poffefs every vulgar conceit, and fome- 
what allay the whole matter ; that, in the 
bolting and lifting of near fourteen years of 
fitch power and favour, all that came out 
could not be expected to be pure, and white, 
and fine meal; but muft needs have withal 
among it a certain mixture of padar and bran, 
in this lower age of human fragility. How- 

foever
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foever this tempeft did only ihake and not 
rent his fails: for his majefty, confidering 
that almoft all his appeachments were without 
the compafs of his own reign ; and, more
over, that nothing alledged againft him had, 
or could be, proved by oath, according to the 
conftitution of the houfe of commons; which 
the duke himfelf did not forget in the preface 
of his anfwers: and, laftly, having had fuch 
experience of his fidelity, and obfervance 
abroad, where he was chief in truft, and in 
the participation of all hazards, found himfelf 
engaged in honour, and in the fenfe of his own 
natural goodnefs, to fupport him at home from 
any further inquietude, and too dear buy his 
higheft teftimonies of divers important impu
tations; whereof the truth is belt known to his 
majefty while he was prince.

I he fummer following this parliament, af
ter an embarque of our trading (hips in the 
river ot Bourdeaux, and other points of fove- 
reign affront, there fucceeded the adion of 
Rheez, wherein the duke was perfonally em
ployed on either element, both as admiral 
and general, with hope in that fervice to re
cover the public good will, which he faw, by 
his own example, might quickly be won and 
loft. This adion found more honourable cen
tre, even from fome of the French writers, 
than it had generally amongft ourfelves at 
home ; as, touching the duke’s own deport
ment in that ifland, there was matter of glory 
«nd grief fo equally diftributed on both fides,

as



as if Fortune had meant we ihould quickly be 
friends again.

The duke’s carriage was furely noble 
throughout. To the gentlemen, of fair re- 
fpedl; bountiful to the foldier, according to 
any fpecial value which he fpied in any ; 
tender and careful of thofe that were hurt; of 
unqueftionable courage in himfelf, and rather 
fearful of fame than danger. In his counte
nance, which is the part that all eyes interpret, 
no open alteration, even after the fuccours 
which he expected did fail him ; but the lefs 
he (hewed without, the more it wrought in- 
trinfically, according to the nature offuppreifed 
paflions : for certain it is, that, to his often 
mentioned fecretary, Dr. Mafon,whom belaid 
in a pallet near him, for natural ventilation 
of his thoughts, he would, in the abfence of 
all other cars and eyes, break out into bitter 
and paflionate irruptions, protefting, That 
never his diTpatches to divers princes, nor the 
great bufinefs of a fleet, of an army, of a 
frege, of a treaty, of war, of peace, both on 
foot together, and all of them in his head at 
a time, did not fo much break his repofe, as 
a conceit, That fome at home, under his ma- 
jefty, of whom he had well deferved, were 
now content to forget him-.

Of their two forts, he could not take the 
‘one, nor would he take the other ; but, in the 
general town, he maintained a feizttre and 
pofleflion of the whole three months and eigh
teen days; and, at the firil defcent on (here.
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he was not immured with a wooden veiTel, but 
he did countenance the landing id his long
boat ; where fucceeded fuch a defeat of near 
two hundred horfe, (and thefe not, by his 
guefs, mounted in hade, but the moil part 
gentlemen of family and great refolution) fe- 
conded with two thoufand foot, as all cir- 
cumitances well ballanced on either fide, may 
furely endure a comparifon with any of the 
braveft iiiipreflions in antient time.

In the iffue of the whole bufinefs, he feems 
charged in opinion with a kind of improvi
dent confidence, having brought of that with 
him to camp, perchance, too much from a 
court where Fortune had never deceived him. 
Beiides, we muft confider him yet but rude 
in the profeffion of arms, though greedy of 
honour, and zealous in the caufe.

At his return to Plymouth, a ilrange acci-i 
dent befel him ; perchance not fo worthy oF 
memory for itfelf, as for that it feemeth to 
have a kind of prelude to his final period.

Lord Goring, a gentleman of tree honour, 
and of vigilant affections for his friend, fent 
to the duke, in ail expedition, an exprefs 
meffenger, with advifement, to allure his 
own perfon by declining the ordinary road to 
London; for, that he had credible intelli
gence of a plot againft his life, to be put in 
execution upon him in his faid journey towards- 
the court.

The duke meeting the meflenger on the 
way, read the letter, and fmothering it in his 

pockets.
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pocket, without the leail imaginable appre- 
henfion, rode forward, his company being, 
about that time, not above feven or eight in 
number, and thofc no otherwife provided 
for their defence than with ordinary fwords.

After this, the duke had advanced three 
miles before he met with an old woman, near 
a town in the road, who demanded, Whether 
the duke were in the company ? and bewraying 
feme efpecial occafion to be brought to him, 
was led to his horfe-iide ; where fhe told him, 
that, in the very next town where he was to 
pafs, ihe had heard fome defperate men vow 
his deaths and thereupon would have directed 
him about by a furer way.

This old woman’s cafual accefs, joined with 
that deliberate advertifement which he had 
before from his noble friend, moved him to 
participate both the tenour of the faid letter, 
and all the eircumftances, with his company ; 
who were jointly upon confent that the woman 
had advifed' him well. Notwithftanding all 
which importunity, h.e refolved not to wave 
his way upon this reafon, perhaps more ge
nerous than provident, that if, as he faid, he 
ihould but once, by fuch a diveriion, make 
his enemy believe he were afraid of danger, 
he Ihould never live without.

Hereupon his young nephew, lord vifcount 
Fielding, being then in his company, out of a 
noble fpirit, befought him, that he would, 
at leaft, honour him with his coat and blue 
ribbon, thorough the town, pleading his un

cle’s
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cle’s life, whereupon lay the property of his 
whole family, was of all things under Heaven, 
the moll precious unto him; and undertaking 
fo to gefture and muffle up himiclfinhis hood, 
as the duke’s manner was to ride in cold wea
ther, that none ihould difeern him from him ; 
and fo he ihould be at the more liberty for his 
own defence. At which fweet propofition, 
the duke caught him in his arms, and killed 
him; yet would not, as he faid, accept of 
fuch an offer from a nephew, whofe life he 
tendered as much as himfelf; and fo liberally 
rewarded the poor creature for her good will. 
After fo'me fflort directions to his company, 
how they ihould carry themfelves, he -rode on 
without perturbation of his mind. He was 
no fooner entered into the town, but a fcam- 
ling foldier clapt hold of his bridle, which he 
thought was in a begging, or (perchance fome- 
what worfe) in a drunken fafhion ; yet a gen
tleman of his train that rode a pretty diitance 
behind him, conceiving by the premifes it 
might be a beginning of fome mifehievous in
tent, fpurred up his horfe, and with a violent 
ruih fevered him from the duke, who with the 
reft went on quickly through the town: neither 
was there any further enquiry into that prac
tice, the duke, peradventure, thinking it wif- 
dom nottorefent difeontentments too deep.

At his return to the court he found no 
change in faces, but fmothered murmurings 
for the lofs of fo many gallant gentlemen ; 
againft which his friends did oppofe in their 

difeourfes 
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difcourfcs the chance of war, together with a 
gentle expedation for want of fupply in time. 
But after the complaints in parliament, and - 
the unfortunate iffue at Rheez, the duke’s fame 
fell more and more in obloquy among the mafs 
of people,' whofe judgments are only recon- 
died with good fuccefles : fo as he faw plain
ly that he muft abroad again to reflify by his 
belt endeavour under the public fervk'e, his 
own reputation. Whereupon new prepara
tives were in hand, and partlyTeparatiyes of 
the former beaten at fea. And in the mean 
while, he was not unmindful in his civil courfe, 
to caft an eye upon the ways, to win unto him 
inch as have been of piincipal credit in the 
lower houfe of parliament, applying lenitives, 
dr fubdu&ing from that part where he knew 
the humours were iharpeft: amidft which 
thoughts, he was furprifed with a fatal ftroke, 
written in the black book of neceffity.

There was a younger brother, of mean for
tune, born in the county of Suffolk, by name 
John Felton, by nature of a deep, melancho
ly, filent, and gloomy conftitution, but bred 
in the adive way of a foldier ; and thereby 
raifed to the place of lieutenant to a company 
of foot, in the regiment of Sir James Ramfey. 
This was the man that clofely within himfelf 
had conceived the duke’s death. But what 
may have been the immediate or greatefl mo
tive of that felonious conception, is even yet 
in the clouds.

It
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It was faid at firft, that he had been flung 

with a denial of his captain’s place, who died 
in .¡England:' wheręof thus much indeed is 
true, that the duke, before he would inveft 
him in, the faid place, advifing firft (as his 
manner was) with his colonel; he found him 
tointerpofe for one Powel, his own lieutenant, 
a gentleman of extraordinary valour, and ac
cording to military cuftom, the pla.ce was 
good, that' the lieutenant of the colonel’s com
pany might well pretend to the next vacant 
captamfhip, under the fame regiment^ Which 
Felton acknowledged to be in itfelf very ufual 
and equitable, befides the fpecial merit of the 
perfon. So as the afqrefaid conceit of fome 
rancour harboured upon this denial had no true 
grounej. .There w.a? another imagination, that 
between a knight of the fame county (whom' 
the duke had lately taken into foipe,gopd de
gree of favour) and.the Ąid Feltpp,there had 
been ancient quarrels, not yet w'ell healed, 
which might perhaps lie feftering in his breaft, 
and by a certain inflamation produce this ef- 
fećl. But that carries fmall probability, that 
Felton would fo deface his own -aft,. as to 
make the duke no more than an oblique fa- 
orifice to the fumes of his private revenge up
on a third perfon.
“ Therefore the truth i^, that, either to hqneft 
a deed after it was done, or to flumber his 
tohfcience in the doing, he ftudied other in
centives, alledging, not three hours before his 
execution, to Sir Richard-Greiham, two only 

inducements 
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inducements thereof. The firft, as he made 
it in order, was a certain libellous book, writ
ten by one Eggleftone, a Scottiih phyficiah, 
which made the duke one of the foulelt mon- 
ilers upon earth ; and indeed, unworthy hot 
bnly of life in a Chriftian court, and under fd 
virtuous a king, but of any room within the 
bounds of humanity, if his prodigious pre- 
di ¿lions had the leail femblance of truth. The 
fecond was, the remonftranceittelf of the lower 
houfe of parliament againft him, which per
chance, he thought the faireft cover, fo he put 
in the fecond place. Whatfoever were the true 
motives, which none can determine but the 
prince of darknefs itfelf, he did thus profecute 
the efFe¿t.

In a by-cutler’s fhop on Tower-hill, he 
bought a ten-penny knife, and the (heath 
thereof he fewed to the lining of his pocket, 
that he might at any moment draw forth the 
blade alone with one hand, for he had 
maimed the other. This done, he made 
fhift, partly as it is faid, on horfeback, 
and partly on foot, to get to Portfmouth, 
for he was indigent and low in money, which 
perhaps might have a little edged his defpe- 
ration. Ac Portfmouth on Saturday, being 
the twenty-third of Auguft of that current 
year, he preffed without any fufpicion in fuch 
a time of fo many pretenders to employment, 
into an inward chamber, where the duke was 
at breakfaft (the lait of his repafts in this 
world) accompanied with men of quality and 
a¿tion, with monfieur de Soubes, and Sir 

Thomas
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Thomas Fryer. And there, a little before the 
duke’s rifing from the table, he went and 
Hood expecting till he ihouid pafs through a 
kind of lobby, between that room and the 
next, where were divers attending him. Ten- 
wards which paffage, as I conceive, fomewhat 
darker than the chamber which he voided, 
while the duke came, with Sir Thomas Fryer 
clofe at his ear, in the very moment as the faid 
knight withdrew himfelf from the duke, this 
aftaifin gave him, with a back blow, a deep 
wound in his left fide, leaving the knife in his 
body ; which the duke himfelf pulling out, 
on a fudden effufion of fpirits, he funk down 
under the table in the next room, and immedi
ately expired.

Certain it is, that fome good while before, 
Sir Clement Throgmorton, a gentleman then 
living, of grave judgment, had in a private 
conference advifed him to wear a privy-coat, 
whofe council the duke received very kindly ; 
but gave him this anfwer, That againft any 
popular fury, a fhirt of mail would be but a 
filly defence ; and for any fingle man’s aflault, 
he took himfelf to be in no danger. So dark 
is deftiny.

One thing in this enormous accident, is 
beyond all wonder : That within the fpace 
of not many minutes after the fall of the body, 
and removal thereof into the fir ft room, there 
was not a living creature in either of the cham
bers, not more than if it had Iain in the fands 
of ^Ethiopia; whereas commonly, in fuch 

2 cafes.



cafes, you fhall note every where a great and 
fudden conflux of people unto the place, to 
hearken and to fee. But it ihould feem the 
very horror of the faß had Hupified all curiofi- 
ty, and fo difperfed the multitude, that it is 
thought even the murderer himfelf might have 
efcaped (who gave the blow none could affirm) 
if he had not lingered about the houfe below, 
not by any confufed arreft of confcicnce, as 
hath been feen in like examples, but by very 
pride inhis own deed, as if in effeß there were 
little difference between being rembembered 
by a virtuous fame, or an illullrious infamy. 
Thus died this great peer, in the thirty-fixth 
year of his age compleat, and three days over, 
in a time of great recourfe unto him, and de
pendence upon him, the houfe, and town full 
of fervants and fuitors, his dutchefs in an up
per room, fcarce yet out of bed ; and the 
court at that time not above fix or nine miles 
from him, which had been the ftage of his 
greatnefs.

A.s to any ominous prefagement before his 
end, it is reported, that being to take his 
leave of myjord’s grace of Canterbury, then 
biihop of London, whom he knew well planted- 
in the king’s unchangeable affeßion by his 
own great abilities ; after courtefies of courfe 
had päffed between them : My lord fays the 
duke, I know your lordihip hath very worthi
ly good accedes unto the king our fovereign, 
let me pray you to put his majeftyin mind to 
be good, as I noways diltruft, to my poor wife 

and
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and children. At which words, or at his 
countenance in the delivery, or at both, my 
lord biihop being fomewhat troubled, took 
the freedom to aik him, whether he had never 
any fecret abodement in his mind. No, re
plied the duke, but I think fome adventure 
may kill me as well as another man.

The very day before he was (lain, feeling 
fome indifpofidbn of body, the king was 
pleafed to give him the honour of a vifit, and 
found him in his bed ; where, and after much 
ferious and private difoourfe, the duke, »t his 
majefty’s departing, embraced him in a very 
unufual and paffionate manner, and in like 
fort his friend the earl of Holland, as if his 
foul had divined he fhould fee them no moie : 
which infufions towards fatal ends, had been 
obferved by fome authors of no light autho
rity.

On the very day of his death, the countefs 
of Denbigh received a letter from him ; where- 
unto all the while ihe was writing her anfwer, 
ihe bedewed the paper with her tears; and af
ter a moll bitter paffion (whereof fhe could, 
yield no reafon, but that her deareft brother 
was to be gone) ihe fell down in a fwoon. 
Herfaid letter ended thus; “ I will pray for 
your happy return, which I look at with a 
great cloud over my head, too heavy for my 
poor heart to bear without torment; but I 
hope the great God of heaven will blefs 
you.”

Vol. V» G The
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The day following, the bi(hop of Ely, her 

devoted friend, who was thought the fitted 
preparer of her mind to receive fuch a doleful 
accident, came to vifit her; but hearing (he 
was at reft, he attended till (he ihould awake 
ofherfelf, which (he did with the affrightment 
of a dream, Her brother feemed to pais 
through a field with her, in her coach ; where 
hearing a fudden ihout of the people, and aik- 
ing the reafon, it was anfwered to have been 
for joy that the duke of Buckingham wasfick. 
Which natural impreffion (he fcarce had re
lated unto her gentlewoman, before the bi- 
ihop was entered into her bed-chamber for a 
chofen meflenger of the duke’s death.

But the moft remarkable inftance of all is 
the famous (lory of the apparition, which we 
have from lord Clarendon.

“ There was an officer in the king’s ward-robe 
in Windfor Caftle, of a good reputation for 
honefty and difcretion, and then about the age 
of fifty years or more.

“ This man had in his youth been bred in a 
School in the parilh where Sir George Villiers, 
the father of the duke, lived, and had been 
much cherifhed and obliged in that feafon of 
his age by the faid Sir George, whom after
wards he never faw.

“ About fix months before themiferable end 
of the duke of Buckingham, about midnight, 
this man being in his bed at Windfor, where 
his office was, and in very good health, there 
appeared to him on the fide of his bed, a man
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of a very venerable afpeft, who drew the cur
tains of his bed, and fixing his eyes upon him, 
aiked him if he knew him.

“ The poor man, half dead with fear 
and apprehenfion, being aiked the fecond 
time, whether he remembered him, and hav
ing in that time called to his memory the pre
fence of Sir George Villiers, and the very 
cloaths he ufed to wear, in which at that time 
he femed to be habited, he anfwered him, 
that he thought him io be that perfon ; he re
plied, he was in the right, that he was the 
iame, and that he expefted a fervice from 
him, which was, that he ihould go from him, 
to his fon the duke of Buckingham, and tell 
him, if he did not fomewhat to ingratiate 
himfelf to the people, or at leaft to abate the 
extreme malice which they had againft him, 
he would be fuffered to live but a ihort 
time.

“ After this difcourfe hedifappeared, and the 
poor man (if he had been at all waking) flept 
very well till morning, when he believed all 
this to be a dream, and confidered it no other- 
wife.

“ The next night, or ihortly after, the fame 
perfon appeared to him again, in the fame 
place, and about the fame time of the night, 
with an afped a little more fevere than before, 
and aiked him, whether he had done as he 
had required of him; and perceiving he had 
not, gave him very fevere reprehenlions, told 
him he expected more compliance from him, 

G 2 and
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and that if he did not perform his command’s, 
he ihould enjoy no peace of mind; but 
fhould always be purfued by him : upon 
which he promifed him to obey. But the 
next morning waking out of a good deep, 
though he was exceedingly perplexed with 
the lively reprefentation of all particulars to 
his memory, he was iliil willing to perfuade 
himfelf that he had only dreamed, and con- 
fidered that be was a perlon at fuch a dillance 
from the duke, that he knew not hew to find 
out any admiffion to his prefence, much lefs 
had any hope to be believed in what he 
ihould fay ; fo with great trouble and unquiet- 
nefs he fpent fome time in thinking what he 
ihould do : and in the end refolved to do no
thing in the matter.
“ The fameperfon appeared to him the third 

time with a terrible countenance, and bitterly 
reproaching him for not performing what he 
had promifed to do. The poor man had, 
by this time, recovered the courage to tell 
him, that in truth he had deferred the execu
tion of his commands, upon coniidering how 
difficult a thing it would be for him to get 
any aceefs to the duke, having acquaintance 
with no perfon about him; and if he ihould 
obtain admiffion to him, he ihould never be 
able to perfuade him that he was fent in fuch 
a manner ; that he ihould at leaft be thought 
to be mad, or to be fet on and employed by 
his own, or the malice of other men to abufe 

the
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the duke ; and fo he ihould be fure to be un
done.

The perfon replied, as he had done before, 
that he ihould never find reft till he ihould 
perform what he had required, and therefore 
he were better to difpatch it; that the accefs 
to his fon was known to be very eafy, and 
that few men waited long for him ; and for 
the gaining him credit he would tell him two 
or three particulars, which he charged him 
never to mention to any perfon Jiving but to 
the duke himfelf ; and he ihould no fooner 
hear them but he ihould believe all the reft 
he ihould fay ; and fo repeating his threats, he 
left him.

“ In the morning the poor man, more con
firmed by the lail appearance, made his jour
ney to London, where the court then was j 
he was very well known to Sir Ralph Freeman, 
one of the mailers of requefts, who had mar« 
tied a lady that was nearly allied to the 
duke, and was himfelf well received by him : 
to him this man went, and though he did not 
acquaint him with all the particulars, he faid 
enough to let him know there was ibmething 
extraordinary in it; and the knowledge he 
had of the fobriety and diferetion of the man, 
made the more impreffion on him : he defired 
that by his means he might be brought to the 
duke, in fuch a place and in fuch a manner as 
ihould be thought fit, affirming that he had 
much to fay to him, and of fuch a nature as
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would require much privacy, and fome time 
and patience in the hearing.

“ Sir Ralph promifed he would (peak firft 
with the duke of.him, and then he ihould 
underhand his pleafure; and accordingly, 
the firft • opportunity he did inform him of 
the reputation and honeily of the man, and 
then what he defired, and of all he knew of 
the matter.

“ The duke, according to his ufual opennefs 
and condefcention, told him, that he was the 
next day early to hunt with the king; that 
his horfes ihould attend him at Lambeth, 
Bridge, where he ihould land by five of the 
clock in the morning ; and if the man at
tended him there at that hour, he would 
walk and fpeak with him as long as ihould be 
neceffary.

“ Sir Ralph carried the man with him the 
next morning, and prefented him to the duke 
at his landing, who received him courteoufiy, 
and walked aiide in conference near an hour; 
none but his own fervants being at that hour 
in that place ; and they and Sir Ralph at fuch 
adiftance, that they could not hear a word, 
though the duke fometimes fpcke loud, at d 
with g^eat emotion, which Sir Ralph the more 
eafily obferved and.perceived, becaufe he kept 
his eyes always fixed upon the duke, having 
procured the conference upon fomewhat he 
knew was extraordinary.

“ The man told him, in his return over the 
water, that when he mentioned thofe particu

lars
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hrs which were to gain him credit (the fub- 
ftance whereof he faid he durft not impart 
unto .him) the duke’» colour changed, and 
he fwore he could come at that know
ledge only by the devil, for that thofe parti
culars were only known to himfelf and to one 
perlon more, who he was fare would never 
fpeak of it.

The duke purfued his purpofe of hunting, 
but was obferved to ride all the morning with 
gieat penfivepefs and in deep thoughts, with
out any delight in trie exercife he was upon ; 
and before the morning was Gent, left the 
field, and alighted at his. mother’s lodgings in 
Whitehall, with whom iw was Gut up for the 
fpace of two or three hours ; the noife of their 
difeourfe frequently reaching the ears of thofe 
who attended in the next rooms. And when 
the duk left her, h countenance appeared 
full of trouble,» with a mixture of anger; a 
countenance that w as never before obferved in 
him in any conversation with her, towards 
whom he had'a profound reverence; and the 
countefs h.cfedf (tor though flic was married 
to a private gentle ma , Sir Thomas Compton, 
(he had been created countefs of Bucking
ham ihortly after her ion bad affumed that 
title) was at the duke’s leaving her found 
overwhelmed in tears, and in the higheil agony 
imaginable.

“ Whatever there was of all this, it is a noto
rious truth, that- when the news of the duke’» 
murder (which happened within a few months

G 4 after)
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after) was brought to his mother, foe feemed 
not in the leal! degree furprifed, but received 
it as foe had foreieen it; nor did afterwards 
exprefs fuch a degree of forrow as was expell
ed from fuch a mother for the lofs of fuch 
a fon.”

This ftory is related with Tomé little cir- 
cumdancial difference by feveral confiderable 
authors, who all feem to agree in the molt 
material parts of it.

Fame, though with fome privacy, fays, 
that the fecret token was an inceftuous breach 
of modefty between the duke and a certain 
lady too nearly related to him, which it fur- 
prifed the duke to hear of; and that as he 
thought he had good reafons to be fore the 
lady would not tell it of herfelf, fo he thought 
none but the devil could tell it befides her ; 
and this aftonifoed him, fo that he was very 
far from receiving the man flightiy, or laugh
ing at his meffage.

He took to wife, eight years and two 
months before his death, the lady Catherine 
Manners, heir general to the noble houfe of 
Rutland, who, befides a folid addition to his 
eftate, brought him three fons and -a daughter, 
called the lady Mary, his firlt born ; his eldeit 
fon died at nurfe, before his journey to Rheez; 
and his third, the lord Francis, was born after 
his father’s death; fo as neither his firft nor 
his laft were participant of any fenfe of his 
misfortunes or felicities ; his fecond fon, now 

duke
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duke of Buckingham, was born .to chear him 
on his return from that unlucky voyage.

For thefe fweet pledges, and no lefs for the 
•unqueftionable virtues of her perfon and mind, 
he loved her dearly, and well exprefled his 
love in an ait and time of no fimulation 
towards his end, bequeathing her all his 
manfion-houfes during her natural life, and a 
.power to difpofe of his whole peribnal eftate, 
together with a fourth part of his lands in . 
jointure ; he left his elder brother of the 
fame womb a vifcount, and his younger bro
ther an earl ; Sir Edward Villiers, his half
brother on the father’s Iide, he either preferred 
or removed (call it how you will) from his 
ftep-mother’s eye to the prefidentfhip; where 
he lived in lingular eftimation. For his juflice 
and hofpitality ; and died with .as much grief 
of the whole province, as ever any governor 
did (before his religious lady of fweet and 
noble difpofition) adding much .to his honour. 
The eldeft of the brethren, and heir of the 
name, was made a baronet, but abftained 
from court, enjoying perhaps the greater great- 
nefs of felf-fruition.

He left his .mother a countefs by patent in 
her own perfon, which was a new leading ex
ample, grown before fomewhat rare, fince the 
•days of queen Mary. His lifter of Denbigh 
¡(that right charafter of a good lady) he moil 
’humbly recommended to the queen ; who af
ter a difcharge.of fome French in her •court'
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that were to return, took her into three feveral 
places of honour and truR.

In ihort, not to infiR on every particular 
branch of thofe private preferments, he left all 
his female kindred, of the entire or half Wood, 
defcendipg of the name of Villiers or Beau
mont, within any near degree, either matched 
with peers of the realm adually, or hopefully 
with earls fons and heirs ; or at leaR with 
knights, or doctors of divinity, and of plenti
ful condition : he did not much Rrengthen 
his own fubfiflence in court, but hood there 
on his own feet, for the truth is, the moll of 
his allies rather leaned upon him, than Soar
ed him up. ' His familiar fervants, either 
about his perfon in ordinary attendance, or 
about his affairs of Rate, as his fecretaries ; 
or of office, as his Reward ; or of law, as that 
worthy knight whom he long ufed to follicit 
his caufes; he left all, both in good fortune, 
and, which is more, in good fame.
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The LIFE of

Thomas Wentworth,

THo mas Wentworth was the Ton 
of Sir William Wentworth, baronet, 

and Anne, daughter and heir to Sir Robert 
Atkins of Stowell, in the county of Gloucefter, 
knight ; ar.d was born on the thirteenth ot 
April 1593, feven minutes after three in the 
afternoon: the famous Lilly, who calculated 
his nativity, having laid down aftrological 
reafons for his violent death..

He was a perfon of moil extraordinary ac- 
compliihments, which railed him to very fig- 
nal honours and preferments. He at firfl dil- 
tinguilhed himielf amongft the king’s op- 
poiers ; for which reafon he was, in the year 
1625, made Iheriff of Yorkihire, to prevent 
his being chofen member of parliament. In 
1626, he was put in confinement for refilling 
to contribute to the loan, then exadied by 
Charles I. In the parliament, in 1627, he 
fignalized himfelf as a patriot, upon occafionof 
the inquiry made.into the grievances of the 

.nation by the commons. The abufes which 
they took into coniideration, were billetting of 
foldiers, loans by benevolence and privy-feals, 
imprifonment of gentlemen refilling to lend,



«32 BRITISH PLUTARCH.
»denial of releafe upon a habeas corpus ; and, 
«mongft many fpeeches made upon this occa
sion, none were taken more notice of than 
Shat made by Sir Thomas Wentworth againft 
the government. But he obferved that thofe 
things were not to be imputed to the king, but 
the minifters, who had formed the defign of 
ftretching the prerogative beyond its due 
^bounds. “ They have brought the crown in
to greater want than ever.,” faid he, “ by 
anticipating the revenues: and can the ihep- 
herd be thus fmitten, and the iheep not fcat- 

'tered ? They have introduced a privy-coun
cil, raviihing at once the fpheres of all ancient 

‘government, imprifoning us without either 
bail or bond. They have taken from us, 
what? What ihall I fay ? Indeed, what have 
they left us? All means of fupplying the 
king, and ingratiating ourfelves with him, 
taking up the root of all property.”

As he was one of the greateft geniufes then 
in England, the king could not but be feniible 
that his parts and capacity might be highly 
Erviceable to him if he could gain him to his 
fide. He endeavoured it therefore, after, or 
perhaps before, the diflblution of the parlia
ment, and Succeeded fo well, that Wentworth, 
before it was ended, became one of the greateft 
fticklers for the royal authority, or rather for 
the defpotic power the king had a mind to in
troduce.

Upon thisaccount the king thought him the 
&tteft -perfon to be entrufted with the.prefi- 

dentihip
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dentihip of the council in the north. He was 
at the fame time created baron Wentworth, of 
Wentworth-wood-houfe; and, on the tenth of 
December following, vifcount Wentworth of 
the fame place, and was made one of the pri
vy council ; in all which trufts he acquitted 
himfelf much to the fatisfafiion of his prince, 
whofe revenue he greatly improved. His next 
flep of preferment was to be lord-deputy of 
Ireland, where he preferred learned and 
pious men who were attached to epifcopacy.. 
He moreover raifed eight regiments for the 
king’s fervice, each confifting of one thoufand 
-men ; but before he had difpofed of thefe forces 
into neceflary quarters, he was recalled to Eng
land, and made lieutenant-general to the earl 
of Northumberland, who commanded the ar
my which was going to be employed againit 
the Scots, who had then invaded the king
dom.

On the twelfth of January, 15 Charles I. 
he was created baron of Raby, and earl of 
Strafford; and was alfo made knight of the 
garter, on the twelfth of September 16404 
but things not fucceeding well in Ireland un
der Sir Chriftoper Wandesford, mafterofthe 
rolls there,whom he had left deputy in his room • 
and the parliament of England by this time 
entering into fecret engagements with the Scots, 
-the earl of Strafford’s ruin was brought about 
not long after. He had fo entirely devoted 
himfelf to the king, that, in his two great 
offices of prefident of the court of York, and 

lord- 
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lord-lieutenant of Ireland, he had no other view 
but to ftretch the prerogative-royal, and in- 
creafe the king’s revenues. His proud and 
haughty carriage had given no lefs offence to 
the public than his actions, whereby he ftrove 
to eitabliih an arbitrary power. He was there’ 
fore the firft among thofe who paffed for the 
authors of the grievances upon whom the 
ftorm fell.

On the eleventh of November, eight day's 
after the opening of the parliament, Mr. Pym 
having defired and obtained his defire of the 
commons, that the doors of the houfe might 
be locked, and the outward room cleared of 
ftrangers, informed them, that there were feve- 
ral complaints againft the earl of Strafford, 
which gave juft grounds to accufe him of high 
treafon. The houfe having received this in
formation, immediately appointed a committee 
of feven, who withdrew into another room,, 
and conferring together, reported fhortly af
ter, that it was their opinion, there was juft 
caufeto impeach the earl of Strafford. Then 
Mr. Pym was ordered to go to the houfe of 
lords, and accufe the earl of high treafon, in 
the name of the commons. He had orders 
alfo to tell the lords, that the commons would, 
in due time, produce the articles of accufation, 
and defired that the accufed might, till then, 
be put in fafe cuftody. The earl of Strafford 
had that very day quitted the army, and taken 
his place in the houfe of lords. He had been 
appriied before he left the army that a defign

was
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was formed to attack him : but, whether 
through pride, or a perfuafion that, having 
done nothing without the king’s authority, he 
was fecure, he flighted the advice, and would 
be prefent in the parliament. Indeed, fome 
months before, the king’s protection was more 
than fufficient to fcreen him from all danger • 
but the face of affairs was changed, and it 
feems furprifing that a perfon of fo excellent 
an underftanding, could imagine, that the 
king was able to protect him at fuch a junc
ture.

No fooner had the commons impeached the 
earl, but the lords committed him to the cuf- 
tody of the black-rod, and fome days after 
fent him to the Tower. The procefs againft 
him could not be ready to be tried till the 
twenty-feccnd of March, 1640-i. The trial 
lafted till the twelfth of April, and then the 
commons, who had been prefent all the while, 
perceiving, doubtlefs, that the fentence would 
not prove as rigorous as they defired, refolved 
to proceed againft the earl by way of bill of at
tainder.

They voted, therefore, on the fixteenth 
and nineteenth of April, that it was fufficiently 
proved, that the earl of Strafford had endea
voured to fubvert the fundamental laws of the 
kingdom, and introduce an arbitrary and ty
rannical government into the realms of Eng
land and Ireland ; and that, consequent ly, he 
was guilty of high-treafon,

Ob 
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On the twenty firfl: of the fame month, the 

bill of attainder was pafled, there being two 
hundred and four for it, and fifty nine againft 
it. The bill met with fo great oppofition in 
the houfe of peers, that it was very doubtful 
whether it would be paflèd or thrown out ; 
for which reafon, on the twenty-fourth, was 
prefented to both houfes a petition, fubfcribed 
by above forty thoufand inhabitants of Lon
don, fetting forth the caufes of their fufpi- 
cions and fears.; and, amongft others, that 
juftice was not yet executed upon the earl of 
Strafford ; and, that there was reafon to dread 
fome fecret plot againft the parliament.

The twenty-eighth of April, the commons 
■fent a meffage to the lords, that they had re
ceived information, that the earl of Strafford 
had a defign to make an efcape out of the 
Tower ; that the guard about him. was weak; 
and therefore defired he might be kept clofe 
prifoner, and his guards ftrengthened ; to 
■which the lords confented.

The firft of May, the king came to the 
parliament, and, in a fpeech to both houfes, 
Laid, That, having been prefent.at the trial of 
the earl of Strafford, he could not in confer
ence condemn him of high-treafon, though he 
thought him guilty of mifdemeanours : there
fore he defired the lords to find fome way to. 
bring him out of -this great ftreight. The 
.commons were very much troubled and dif- 
■contented with this fpeech, and direftly ad

journed
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journed till the third of May ; on which day 
a great multitude at Weftminfter infulted and 
threatened the lords, as they were going to 
the houfe, cryingout. Juftice! Juftice!

It was no eafy matter for the lords to avoid 
doing what the commons defired. In the firft 
place, they had infpired the nation with fuch 
a terror, that no one durft oppofe their refolu- 
tions, for fear of being thought to have ill 
defigns, and expofed to inevitable ruin. Se
condly, the people ftill continued to Hock about 
Weftminfter, and openly threatened the lords. 
Thirdly, the multitude prefented the fame day 
a petition to the lords, demanding juftice 
againft the earl of Strafford, and that their 
lordfhips would pleafe to free them from the 
fear of a confpiracy. Fourthly, on the mor
row, being the fourth of May, the people 
getting together again at Weftminfter in 
greater numbers than the day before, fome in
cendiaries pafted up againft a wall in the old 
palace-yard, the names of fifty-fix members, 
and called them Straffordians, and betrayers of 
their country. Laftly, the fame day the mul
titude prefented to the lords another petition, 
faying; that they underftood the Tower was 
going to receive a garrifon of men, not of the 
hamlets, as ufually, but confifting of other 
perfons, under the command of a captain, a 
great confident of the earl of Strafford’s j 
which was done to make way for the earl’s 
-cfcape.

Upon
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Upon this petition, the houfe fent fix peers 

to go and examine Sir William Balfour, lieu
tenant of the Tower, about the truth of the 
matter. Balfour anfwered, it was true he had 
his majefty’s order to receive one hundred men 
into the Tower, and captain Billingfly to com
mand them, and to receive only fuch men as 
the captain ihould bring to him ; but under- 
flanding now'their lordfhip’s pleafure, he would 
receive no other guard into the Tower but the 
hamiet-men.

The lords further declared, at a conference 
with he commons, that they were drawing to 
a concluiion of the bill of attainder; but were 
fo encompafied with multitudes of people, 
that they might be conceived not to be free ; 
and therefore defited the commons to join 
with hem, to find out fome way to fend the 
people to their homes. Then they debated 
the proteftation which had before been drawn 
up in order to be figned by all the members ; 
the purport of which was, that each member 
ihould do all that lay in his power to defend 
the religion of the church of England, and the’ 
privileges of parliament; and ihould do all 
in his power to bring to condign puniihment 
all that by force or confpiracy Ihould do any 
thing againft either.

This protefliation being paSed, and taken 
by four hundred and thirty-three commoners, 
and one hundred and fix lords, including the 
biihops and judges, the commons ordered Dr.

Burgefs
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Burgefs to acquaint the multitude with the pro- 
teftation taken by both houfes, and that they 
were deiired to retire to their houfes. The 
multitude, having received this information, 
departed.

The parliament of Ireland was no fooner 
informed that the earl of Strafford was in the 
Tower, but they fent a committee of both 
houfes to England, to lay before the parlia
ment remontrances concerning the grievances 
the Iriih endured under that lord’s adminiftra- 
tion. Thefe remontrances contained the very 
fame charge, afferted in twenty-eight articles, 
exhibited again ft him by the parliament of 
England.

The procefs was not ready to be judged till 
the twenty-fecond of March, 1640-J, and 
lafted till the twelfth of April. It would be 
too long-winded a work to give a particular 
account of the proofs, depofitions of evi
dences, anfwers of the party accufed upon each 
article, and replies of the commons. To give- 
a general idea of the thing, it will fuffice to 
fay, in two words, that the impeachment 
running wholly upon the earl of Strafford’s 
pretended intention to fubvert the fundamental 
laws of the kingdom, the greateft part of the 
crimes he was accufed of, could not be ac
counted crimes of high-treafon, but on fuppo- 
fition of this fame intention ; and therefore 
the managers of the profecution infilled upon 
every one of the articles in order to prove this 
intention ; maintaining, that, though each of 

them
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them was not capable of proving it, they 
were, however, all together, a demonftration 
of the fame: but, beiides that each of theie 
articles was not equally well proved, it re- 
inainid alfo to decide, whether the intention 
could render a man guilty of treafon. The 
council for the earl of Strafford maintained,, 
that, although, by the law, the bare intention 
of killing the king was high-treafon ; it did 
not follow that the intention could be conli- 
dered in the fame light with refpeft to other 
kinds of treafon, on which the law had not 
decided in the fame manner. On the other 
hand, the earl of Strafford ihewed, that none 
of the particular crimes he was charged with, 
could be deemed treafon; and, that an hun
dred felonies could never make one treafonable 
crime.

The nineteenth of April, it w>as voted by 
the commons, that the endeavour of the earl 
of Strafford to fubvert the fundamental laws 
of the realms of England and Ireland, and to 
introduce an arbitrary and tyrannical govern
ment in both thofe kingdoms, was high-trea- 
ibn. Two days after, a bill of attainder was 
brought in againft the earl. The bill was 
read twice in the morning, and the third time 
in the afternoon ; and palled .with the majo
rity of two hundred and four againft fifty-nine; 
after which it was fent up to the lords.

Among the oppofers of the bill, the lord 
Digby diffinguiihed himfelf by a very eloquent 
fpeech ; wherein he .endeavoured to (hew, that 

the
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the condemning the earl of Strafford in that 
manner was a downright murder. Great 
exceptions were taken at this fpeech ; and, 
though the houfe did not teem to take much 
notice of it at firlt, they ordered afterward«, 
that it ihould be burned by the common hang
man.

The bill of attainder had not prefently the 
effeét the commons wiihed ; the lords were m 
no hafte to examine it, or to anfwer the im
patience of the commons ; they had a mind 
firft to weigh arguments for and againft the 
bill.

In this interval, feveral thoufands of inha
bitants of London prefented to both honfes a 
petition againit the earl, faying he was a fworn 
enemy to the city. The twenty-eighth of 
April, Mr. St. John made a fpeech to the lords 
to prove that the bill of attainder was not con
trary to law ; and, on the firft of May, the 
king came to the parliament, and made the 
following fpeech to both houfes ;

“ My Lords,

** I HAD not any intention to have fpoken 
to you of this bufinefs this day, which is the 
great bufinefs of the earl of Strafford, becaufe 
I would do nothing that might ferve to hinder 
your occaiions ; but now it comes to pafs, 
that, feeing of neceffity I mult have part in 

the 
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the judgment, I think it moil neceftary for me 
to declare my confcience therein. I am lure 
you all know that I have been pre Cent at the 
hearing of this great cafe, from the one end 
to the other; and I muft tell you, that I can
not condemn him of high-treafon ; it is not fit 
for me to argue the bufinefs; I am fure you 
will not expect that; a pofitive dodtrine bell 
becomes the mouth of a prince; yet I muft tell 
you three great truths, which I am fure nobody 
knows fo well as myfelf.

“ Firft, That I had never any intention of 
bringing over the Irifh. army into England ; 
nor ever was advifed by any body fo to do. 
Secondly, That there was never any debate 
before me, neither in public council nor at 
private committee, of the difloyalty of my 
Engliih fubjefts; nor ever had I any fufpicion 
of them. Thirdly, Iwas never councelled by 
any one to alter the leaft of any of the laws of 
England, much lefs to alter all the laws. 
Nay, I muft tell you this, I think no body 
durft ever be fo impudent to move me in it ; 
for, if they had, I ihould have putfuch a mark 
upon them, and made them fuch an example, 
that all pofterity ihould know my intentions 
by it; for my intention was ever to govern 
according to law, and no otherwife.

“ I defire to be rightly underftood. I told 
you, in my confcience I cannot condemn him 
of high-treafon ; yet I cannot fay I can clear 
him of mifdemeanours: therefore J hope you 

may
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may find away to fatisfy juftice and your own 
fears, and not prefs upon my confidence. Yet 
I muft declare unto you, that, to fatisfy my 
people, I would do great matters ; but this 
of confidence, no fear, no refpeét whatever, 
fhall ever make me go againft it. Certainly I 
have not fo ill deferved of the parliament at 
this time, that they fhould prefs me in this 
tender point, and therefore I cannot expedí 
that you will go about it. Nay, I muft con- 
fefs, for matters of mifdemeanours, I am fo 
clear in that, that, though I will not chalk 
out the way, yet, let me tell you, that I do 
think my lord of Strafford is not fit hereafter 
to ferve me, or the commonwealth, in any 
place of truft ; no, not fo much as that of a 
conftable : therefore I leave it to you, my 
lords, to find fome fuch way as may bring me 
out of this great ftreight, and keep ourielves 
and the kingdom from fuch great inconveni
ences. Certainly he that thinks him guilty of 
high-treafon, in his confidence may condemn 
him of mifdemeanours.”

The earl of Clarendon infinuates, that the 
lord Say advifed the king to make this fpeech, 
in order to draw him into a fnare, and render 
the earl of Strafford’s ruin more fibre. Cer
tain, it is, when Strafford was told, by his 
overjoyed friends, that the king had made a 
warm fpeech in his favour to both houfes, he 
received it as his doom ; and told them, The 
king’s kindnefs had ruined him, and that he 

had 
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had little elfe to do but to prepare himfelf for 
death. Indeed, the commons were highly 
offended with the king’s fpeech, faying, It 
was an unprecedented thing, that he fhould 
meddle with bills before they were prefen ted 
to him ; and, that it had a tendency to take 
away the freedom of votes. Upon this they 
adjourned till Monday, the third of May.

When the bill of attainder again!! the earl 
paifed both houfes, the king was in the 
greateft agitation and perplexity. He loved 
Strafford, and was convinced that he had done 
nothing but what was conformable to his in
tentions and the maxims he would have intro
duced into the government. He might be 
guilty, with regard to the people, upon many 
accounts . v t certainly he was not fo with 
refpeft the king, who bad always approved 
of bis conduct : befrdes, his majefty had pro- 
tefted, in full parliament, that he could not, 
nor would, do any thing again!! his confci- 
cnce ; and he did not believe in his confci- 
ence that the earl was guilty. On the other 
hand, if he confented to the bill of attainder, 
after having declared that it was again!! his 
conference, he would ihew that he was re
duced to this extremity by the neceffity of his 
affairs, fo would not be thanked for it, and, 
for the time to come, would be able to refufe 
his parliament nothing : but, if he rejected 
the bill, he plainly perceived the confequences 
his refufal might be attended with ; and, that, 
at kail, he ihould be accufed of denying his 

people
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people juftice, contrary to the advice of both 
houfes of parliament.

It feems probable that, in this extremity, 
fomeone advifed the king to diflblve theparMa- 
ment; at leaft the commons imagined he had 
Ro other expedient left to extricate himfelf 
from the difficulty he was involved in ; and 
therefore, to deprive him of this refuge, the 
fame day, the fourth of May, they ordered 
the bringing in of a bill for the continuance 
of the prefent parliament, that it might not 
be diflblved without the confent of both 
houfes.

Then the king called his privy-council to
gether, and fent for his lawyers. He laid be
fore them his fcruples, and the reafons which 
ought to prevent him from givingiV -confent 
to the bill: but Juxon, biihop of Landon, 
was the only perfon that ventured to aavife the 
king to reject a bill prefen ted to him by both 
houfes. All the reft did their utmoft to per
vade him to fatisfy his people, alledging that 
the life of any perfon ought not to be put in 
the ballance with the fafetv of the kingdom. 
With regard to his fcruples, they told him, 
that he might confult his bifliops, who would 
give him the beft advice.

The king, not meeting with thefatisfaftion 
he expefted from his council, fent for fome 
biihops to advife with. It is affirmed, that 
Neile, archbiihop of York, faid to him upon 
this occafton, that there was a private and a 
public confidence; that his public confidence.

Vol, V. H as 



as a king, might not only difpenfe with, but 
oblige, him to do that which was againft his 
private confcience as a man ; and fo, in plain 
terms, advifed him, even for confcience fake, 
to pafs the aft.

What helped the moil, however, to deter
mine Charles, was a letter from Strafford him- 
felf, who, hearing the ftraits the king was in, 
humbly befought him to pafs the bill, to re
move him out of the way, towards a bleffed 
agreement, which he doubted not God would 
for ever eftabliih between him and his fub. 
jefts : adding, that his confent would more 
acquit his majefty to God than all the world 
could do beiides. To a willing man there is 
no injury. At leaft, the king, no longer able 
to withftand the preffmg infiances of the par
liament, and his own counfellors, or, rather, 
the fear of the calamities he forefaw might 
befal him and his pofterity, if he refufed to 
confent to the bill, figned a commiffion to 
three lords to pafs it in his name.

But, notwithilanding the earl of Strafford’s 
letter, when the king fent fecretary Carleton 
to him, to acquaint him with what was done, 
and the motives of it, the earl feriouily aiked 
the fecretary, whether his majefty had paffed 
the bill or not; as not believing, without 
fame aftonilhment, that the king would have 
done it: and, being again affured that it was 
paffed, he'rofe from his chair, lifted up his eyes 
to heaven, laid his hand on his heart, and 
laid, “ Put not your truft in princes, nor in any
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of the fons of men, for there is no help in 
them.”

On Wednefday, the twelfth of May, 1641, 
being come to the place of execution, he 
mounted the fcaffold, made his obeifances, 
■and began to take his laft fare we 1 of his 
friends, who appeared much more concerned 
than himfelf. Obferving his brother. Sir 
George Wentworth, to weep exceflively, “Bro
ther,” faid he, with a chearful briiknefs, 
et What do you fee in me to deferve thefe tears ? 
Doth any indecent fear betray in me a guilt, 
or my innocent boldnefs any atheifm ? Think 
now that you are accompanying me the third 
time to my marriage-bed : never did I throw 
off my cloaths with greater freedom and Con
tent than in this preparation to my grave. 
That ftock,” pointing to the block, “ muft 
be my pillow ; here ihall I reft from all my 
labours ; no thoughts of envy, no dreams of 
treafon, jealoufies or cares for the king, 
the ftate, or myfelf, ihall interrupt this eafy 
fleep: therefore, brother, with me, pity thofe 
who, beiides their intention, have made me 
happy ; rejoice in my happineis, rejoice in my 
innocence.”

. Then kneeling down, he made this pro- 
teftation: “ I hope, gentlemen, you do think, 

•that neither.the fear of lofs, nor love of repu
tation, will fuffer me to belye God and my own 
confcience at this time. I am now in the very 
door, going out, and my next ftep muft be 
from time to eternity either of peace or pain.
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To clear myfelf before you all, I do here fo- 
lemnly call God to witnefs, I am not guilty’, 
fo far as I can underiland, of the great crime 
laid to my charge ; nor have ever had the 
leait inclination or intention to damnify or 
prejudice the king, the ftate, the laws, or 
the religion, of this kingdom ; but, with my 
belt endeavours, to ferve all, and to fupportallj 
fo may God be merciful to my foul.”

Then riling up, he laid he defired to {peak 
fomething to the people, but was afraid he 
iliould be heard but by few, in regard of the 
noife; but having firft fitted himfelf to the 
block, and rifing again, he thus addretted him
felf to the fpedlators.

“ My lord-primate of Ireland, and my 
lords, and the reft of thefe noble gentlemen ; 
it is a great comfort to me to have your lord- 
ihips by me this day, becaufe I have been 
known to you a long time; and I now defire to 
be heard a few words. I come here by the good 
will and pleaiure of almighty God, to pay that 
laft debt I owe to fin, which is death ; and, by 
the blettmg of that God, to rife again, thro* 
the merits of Jefus Chrift, to righteoufnefs and 
life eternal.” Here he was a little inter
rupted.

“ My lords, I am come hither to fubmit to 
that judgment which hath patted againftme, I 
do it with a very quiet and contented mind ; 
I thank God I do freely forgive all the world; 
a foi givenefs that is not fpoken from the teeth 
wtward, as they fay, but from the very heart:
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I fpeak it in the prefence of almighty God?> 
before whom I ftand, that there is not a dif- 
pleafing thought arifing in me towards any 
man living. I thank God I can fay it, and 
truly too, my confcience bearing me witnefs, 
that, in all my employments, fince I had the 
honour to ferve his majefty, I never had any 
thing in the purpofe of my heart, but what 
tended to the joint and individual profperity of 
king and people, although it hath been my ill 
fortune to be mifconftrued.

“ I am not the firft that hath fuffered in 
this kind ; it is the common portion of us all, 
while we are in this life, to err ; righteous 
judgment we mull wait for in another place, 
for here we are very fubjedt to be misjudged 
one of another. There is one thing that I 
defire to free myfelf of, and I am very confi
dent,” fpeaking it now with much chearful- 
nefs, “ that I ihall obtain year chriftian cha
rity in the belief of it. I was fo far from be
ing againft parliaments, that I did always think 
the parliaments of England were the molt, 
happy conftitutions that any kingdom or na
tion lived under, and the beft means, under 
God, to make the king and people happy.

“ For. my death, I here acquit all the 
world, and befeech the God of heaven heartily 
to forgive them that contrived it, though, in 
the intentions and purpofes of my heart, I am 
not guilty of what I die for : and, my lord- 
primate, it is a great comfort for me, that his

H majefty.-
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majefty conceives me not meriting fo ievere 
and heavy a puniihment as is the utmoil exe
cution of this fentence. I do infinitely re
joice in this mercy of his, and 1 befeech God 
to return it into his own bofom, that he may 
find mercy when he ftands moil in need of 
it.

te I wifn this kingdom all the proiperity 
and happinefs in the world; I did it living, 
and now dying it is my wiih. I do moil 
humbly recommend this to every one who 
hears me, and defire they would lay their 
hands upon their hearts, and confider feri- 
oufly, whether the beginning of the happi- 
nefs and reformation of a kingdom ihould 
be written in letters of blood. . Confider this 
when you are at your homes, and let me be 
never fo unhappy, as that the leail drop of my 
blood ihould rite up in judgment againit any 
one of you.; but I fear you are in a wrona* 
way.

“ My lords, I have but one word more, 
and with that I (hall end. I profefs that I 
die a true and obedient fon to the church of 
England, wherein I was born, and in which 
I was bred. Peace and profperity be ever 
to it.

“ It hath been objected (if it were an ob- 
jedtion worth the anfwering) that I have been 
inclined to popery ; but I fay truly from my 
heart, that, from the time that I was one and 
twenty years of age, to this prefent, going

now
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now upon forty-nine, I never had in my heart 
to doubt of this religion of the church of 
England ; nor ever had any man the boldnefs 
to fuggeft any fuch thing to me to the beft of 
my remembrance : and fo, being reconciled 
by the merits of jefus Chrift'my Saviour, into' 
whofe bofom I hope I fhall fhortly be gathered, 
to thofe eternal happinefles which fhall never 
have end. I defire heartily the forgiveness of 
every man for any raih or unadvifed words, or 
any thing clone ainifs : and fo, my lords and 
gentlemen, farewel; farewel all things of this 
world.

“ I defire that you would be filent, and 
join with me in prayer ; and, I truft in God, 
we fhall all meet and live eternally in Heaven ; 
there to receive the accomplifhment of all 
happinefs; where every tear fhall be wiped 
away from our eyes, and every fad thought 
from our hearts : and fo God bleis this king
dom, and Jefus have mercy on my foul.” 
. Then turning himfelf about, he fainted all 
the noblemen, and took a folemn leave of all 
confiderable perfons upon the fcaffold, giving 
them his hand. After that, he faid, gentle- 
ment, I would fay my prayers, and entreat 
you all to pray with me, and for me ; 
then his chaplain laid the book of common
prayer upon the chair before him as he kneel
ed down, on which he prayed almofl a quarter 
of an hour, and then as long, or longer, with
out the book, and concluded with the Lord’s 
prayer. 
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Standing up, he efpied his brother, Sir 

George Wentworth, and called to him, fay
ing, “ brother, we mult part; remember me to 
my filler, and to my wife, and carry my blef- 
hng to my fon, and charge him that he fear 
God, and continue an obedient fon to the 
church of England, and warn him that he 
bear no private grudge, or revenge, toward 
any man concerning me; and bid him be
ware that he meddle not with church-livings, 
for that will prove a moth and a canker to 
him in his eftate ; and with him to content 
himfelf to be a fervant to his countiy, not 
aiming at higher preferments. Carry my blef- 
fing alfo to my daughters, Anne and Arabella, 
charge them to ferve and fear God, and he 
will bleis them ; not forgetting my little in
fant, who yet knows neither good nor evil, 
and cannot fpeak for itfelf; God ipeak for it 
and blefs it. Now,” faidhe, “ I have nigh done; 
one itroke will make my wife hulbandlefs, my 
dear children fatherlefs, and my poor fervants 
mailerlefs, and will feparate me from my dear 
brother, and all my friends; but let God be 
to you and them all in all.”

After this going to take off his doublet, and 
to make himfelf ready, he faid, “ I thank 
God I am not afraid of death, nor daunted 
with any difcouragement rifing from any 
fears, but do as chearfully put off my doublet 
at this time, as ever I didwhenl went to bed ;

thea
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then he put off his doublet, wound up his 
hair with his hands, and put on a white cap.

Then he called, Where is the man that is to 
do this laft office ? (meaning the executioner)' 
call him to me ; when he came and aiked him- 
forgivenefs, he told him, he forgave him and. 
all the world. Then kneeling down by the 
block, ho went to prayer again himfelf, the 
primate of Ireland kneeling, on the one fide, 
and the miniiler on the other : to the which 
miniiler, after prayer, he turned himfelf, and 
fpake fome few words foftly, having his hands? 
lifted up, and clofed with the minifter’s hands. 
Then bowing himfelf to lay his head upon 
the block, he told the executioner. That he 
would firft lay down his head to try the fit- 
nefs of the block, and take it up again, before 
he would, lay it down for good and all ; 
and fo he did: and before he laid it down 
again, he told the executioner, That he would 
give him warning when to ftrike, by ftretching 
forth his handstand prefently laying down 
his neck upon the block, and ftretching forth 
his hands; the executioner ftruck oft his head at 
one blow; and taking it up in his hand, (hewed 
it to all the people, and faid, (t God fave the 
King.”

His body was afterwards embalmed, and 
appointed to be carried into Yorkihire, there 
to be buried amongft his anceftors.

Lord Clarendon, fpeaking of the earl of 
Strafford, gives him the following eharafter.

H 5 He
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He was, fays he, a man of too high and 

fevere a deportment, and too great a con
temner of ceremony to have many friends at 
court, and therefore could not but have ene
mies enough. He was a perfon of great parts, 
and extraordinary endowments of nature, not 
unadorned with fome addition of art and. 
learning, though that again was^more impro
ved and illuftrated by the other; for he had a 
readinefs ot conception, and iharpnefs of ex- 
preffion, which made bis learning thoughtmore 
than, in truth, it was. His firlt inclinations and 

' addreffes to the court were only to.eilabliih his 
greatnefs in the country, where he apprehend- 
ed feme ails of power from the lord Saville, 
who had been his rival always there, and of 
rate had ftrengthened himfelf by being made 
a pnvy-couniellor and officer at court: but his 
frit attempts were fo profperous, that he con- 
tentednot hirmelf with being fecure from that 
lord’s power in the country, but relied not till 
he had bereaved his adveriary of all power 
ana place in court, and fo lent him down a 
molt aoject, oiiconfblate old man, to his coun-« 
try, where he was to have the fuperintendency 
over him too, by getting himfelf, at this 
time,^ made lord-prefident of the North : 
'iheie fucceifes, applied to a nature too elate 
and haughty of itfelf, and a quicker progreis 
into the greateft employments and truft than 
ufual, made him more tranfported with dif- 
dsiiR of other men, and more contemning the 

forms
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farms of bufinefs, than haply he would, if he 
had met with feme interruptions in the- be- 
oinnin?, and had palled in a more leifurely 
c radation to the office of a liatefman. He vyas 
a perfon of great obiervation, and a piercing 
judgment, both in things and perfons; but 
his too good fkill in perfons, made him judge 
the worie of things,- for it was his misfortune 
to be in a time when very few wife men were 
equally employed with him ; and fcarce any 
but the lord Coventry (whofe truft was more, 
confined) whofe faculties and abilities were 
equal to his: fo that upon the matter he re» , 
lied wholly upon himfelf; and difcermng ma
ny defefts in moft men, he too much negleded 
what they faid or did. Of all his paihons his 
pride was the'mbit predominant, which a mo
derate exercife of ill fortune might have cor- 
reded and reformed; and which was, by the 
hand of heaven, ftfangely punifhjd, by bring- 
ino his deftrudtion upon him by two things, 
which he moft defpifed, the People, and Sir 
Harry Vane. In a word, the epitaph which 
Plutarch records, that Sylla wrote for himlelf, 
may not be unfitly applied to him: That
no man ever did exceed him, either in doing 
good to his friends, or in doing mikbief to 
his eneihies,” for his a.Cs of both kinds wtrc- 
moft notorious.
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APPENDIX.

An ACCOUNT of

The Philofophical Works of

LORD BACON.

I. ^“T^HE FirftPart of Eflays, or Counfels, 
B Civil and Moral: an admirable work; 

in which our author inftruits men in the mo£ 
ufeful principles of wifdom and prudence, 
and teaches how to acquire whak are efteemed 
the greateft bleffings, and how to avoid the 
evils which are moil dreaded in the conduit of 
human life. His penetration, exaclnefs, and 
perfed ikill in all the offices of civil life, ap
peared to great advantage in this performance; 
whith, as our author- himfelf was fenfible, 

proved
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proved of great fervice to his character, and 
promoted the high efteem that was already 
conceived of his parts and learning.

The reafon why Mr. Bacon publilhed thefe 
eflays at this time, is afiigned in his dedication 
of them to his brother Mr. Anthony Bacon; 
which was, that many of them had ftolen 
abroad in writing, and were very likely to 
come into the world, in print, with more im
perfections than the author thought it juft to 
take upon himfelf-

About fixteen years afterwards, he had 
thoughts of publiihing a new edition of them, 
which he intended to dedicate to prince Henry; 
and in his dedication he inferted. a very, clear 
and candid account of the book.
“To write juft treatifes,” fays he, “ re

quires leifure in the writer, and leifure in the 
reader; and therefore are not fo fit either, in 
your highnefs’s princely affairs, or in regard 
of my continual fervice ; which is the caufe 
that hath made me chufe to write certain brief 
notes, fet down rather fignificantly than curi- 
oufly, which I have called Eflays. The word 
is late, but the thing is antient; for Seneca’s 
epiftles to Lucilius, if you mark them well, 
are but eflays; that is, difperfed meditations, 
though conveyed in the form of epiftles. 
Thefe labours of mine, I know, cannot be 
worthy of your highnefs; for what can be 
worthy of you! But my hope is, they may be 
as grains of fait, that will rather give you an 
appetite than offend you with fatiety: and, 

although
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although they handle thofe things, wherein 
both mens lives and their perfons are moft 
converfant, yet what I have attained I know 
not; but I have endeavoured to make them 
not vulgar, but of a nature whereof a man 
fhall find much in experience and little in 
books; fo as they are neither repetitions nor 
fancies.”

Sir Francis Bacon defigned to have prefixed 
this epiftle to his eflays, printed in the year 
16 j 2 ; but was prevented by the prince’s 
death. Yet it was fo well liked by Mr. Mat
thew, that he inferted it in his declaration to 
the duke of Tufcany, before his translation of 
thofe eifays printed in 1618. This fecond editi
on, when publiihed, the author addrefled to Sir 
John ConftablC, his brother-in-hw., He after
wards fent them abroad, reviled and enlarged 
in Latin and Engliih, dedicating them in both 
languages to the duke of Buckingham ; in 
which dedication he .tells hi^ grace, that he 
thought it agreeable to his afle&ion and obli
gations to prefix his name before them, be- 
caufe he conceived they might laft as. long as 
books laft.

There are other places in our author’s writ
ings, ijr which thefe eflays are mentioned, 
and in which he exprefles a particular fenfe of 
their ufefulnefs to mankind ; and redounding 
as much or more to his honour than thofe large 
and extenfive works which had coft him much 
greater pains and labour; in which he cer
tainly was not miflaken.

IL The-
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II. The two books of Francis Bacon, Of 

the Proficience and Advancement of Learn
ing, Divine and Human ; to the king. We 
have a large and excellent account of this work 
given us by the learned Dr. Tenifon, who, 
ffeaking of the great inftauration of the fci- 
ences, which our author divided into fix parts, 
proceeds thus, “ The fill! part propofed was, 
the partition of the fciences; and this the 
author perfected in that golden treatife, Of the 
Advancement of Learning, addrefled to king 
James; a labour which he termed a comfort 
to his other labours. This he firfl: wrote in 
two books in the Englifh tongue; in which his 
pen excelled : and of this firfl: edition, that is 
to be meant which, with fome truth, and 
more modefly, he wrote to the earl of Salif- 
bury, telling him, That, in his book, he was 
contented to awake better ipirits, being him- 
felf like a bell-ringer, who is firfl: up to call 
others to church.

“ Afterwards he enlarged thofe two dif- 
courfes, which contained efpecially the afore- 
faid partition, and divided the matter of it into 
eight books; and, knowing that this work 
was defired beyond the feas ; and being allo 
aware, that books written in a modern lan
guage, which receiveth much change, in a 
few years were out of ufe ; he caufed that 
part of it which he had written in Englifh, to 
be translated into the Latin tongue by Mr, 
Herbert, and fome others, who were efteemed 
makers in the Roman eloquence. Notwith- 

flanding 
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ftanding which, he fo fuited the ftile to his 
conceptions* by a ilrift cafligation of the whola 
work, that it may defervedly feem his own.

The tranflation of this work,, that is, of 
much of the two books written by him in 
Engliih, he firft commended to Dr Playfer,.a 
profeffor of divinity in the univerfity of Cam
bridge ; ufing, among others, thefe words to 
him :

* The privatenefs of the language conli- 
dered, wherein the book is written,“excluding 
fo many readers ; as, on the other Iide, the 
obfcurity of the argument in many parts of it, 
excludeth many others ; I muft account it a 
fecond birth of that work, if it might be 
tranflatedinto Latin, without manifell lofs of 
the fenfe and matter: for, this purpofe, I 
could not represent to myfelf any man, into 
whofe hands I do more earneftly delire the 
work ihould fall than yourfelf; for by that I 
have heard and read, I know no man a greater 
mailer in commanding words to ferve mat
ter.’

“ The dodor was willing to ferve fo excel
lent a perfon,. and lb worthy a defign ; and, 
within a while, fenthim a fpecimen of a Latin 
tranflation. But men generally come (hort of 
themfelves when they ftrive to outdo them- 
felves; they put a force upon their natural 
genius, and, by a ftraining of it, crack and 
difable it: and fo it feems it happened to 
that worthy and elegant man upon this great 
occafion; he. would be over accurate; and

he
g
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he fent a fpecimen of fuch fuperfine Latinity, 
that the lord Bacon did not encourage him to 
labour further in that work ; in the penning 
of which, he deiired not fo much neat and 
polite, as clear, rnafculine, and apt expref- 
fion.

“ The whole of this book was rendered in
to English by Dr. Gilbert Wats of Oxford, 
and the tranflation has been well received by 
many , but fome there were who wiihed, that 
a tranflation had been fet forth, in which the 
genius and fpirit of the lord Bacon had more 
appeared ; and I have feen a letter, written 
by a certain gentleman to Dr. Rawley, 
wherein they thus importune him for a mors 
accurate verflon by his own hand :

‘ It is our humble fuit to you, and we do 
earneftly follicit you, to give yourfelf thetrour 
ble to correct the too much defective tranfla
tion of De Augmentis Scientiarium; -which 
Dr. Wats hath fet forth. It is a thoufand pi
ties fo worthy a piece ihould lofe its grace 
and credit by an ill expofitor ; fince thofe per
lons who read that tranflation, taking it for 
genuine, and upon, that prefumption not re
garding the Latin edition, are thereby robbed 
of the benefit; which, if you would pleafe to 
undertake the bufinefs, they would receive? 
This tendeth to the diihonour of that noble 
lord, and the hindrance of the advancement of 
learning.

“ This work hath been alfo tranflated into 
French, upon the motion of the marquis Fiat;

but
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but in it there are many things wholly omit
ted, many things perfectly miftaken, and fome 
things, efpecially fuch as relate to religion, 
wilfully perverted ; infomuch that, in one 
place, he makes hislordihip to magnify the Le
gend ; a book fare of little credit with him, 
when he thus begins one of his eflays ‘ I had 
rather believe all the fables in the Legend and 
the Talmud, and the Alcoran, than, that this 
univerfal frame is without a mind.’

“ The faired and moil correct edition of 
this book in Latin, is that in folio, printed at 
London, anno 1623 ; and whofoever would* 
underhand the lord Bacon’s cypher,, let him 
confult that accurate edition ; for, in fome 
other editions which I have pertrfed, the form 
of the letters of the alphabet, in which much 
of the my fiery confifteth. is not obferved ; but 
the Roman and Italic fhapes of them are 
confounded.

“ To this book we may reduce the firfl: four 
chapters of that imperfeft treatife, published 
in Latin by Ifaac Gruter, and called. The 
Defcription of the Intellectual Globe: they 
being but a rude draught of the partition of 
the fciences, fo accurately and methodically 
difpofed in the book Of the Advancement of 
Learning. To this alfo we may reduce the 
treatife called Thema Coeli, publifhed likewise 
in Latin by Gruter ; and it particularly be- 
longeth to the fourth chapter and the third 
book of it, us being a difcourfe tending to an 
improvement of the fyilem of the heavens;

which
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which is treated of in that place; the houfes 
of which, had God granted him life, he would 
have underftocd as well almoft as he did his 
own.

“ For the fame reafon, we may reduce to the 
fame place Of the Advancement, the fifth, 
fixth, and feventh chapter of the Defcriptio 
Glohi Intelleftualis, above mentioned.”

III. Cogitata & Vifa ; containing the- 
ground-work, or plan, of his famous Novum 
Organum ; fo effential a part of his Inftaura- 
tion that it fometimes bears that title. He was 
fenfible of the difficulties that would attend 
his great defign of building up the whole 
palace of wifdom anew ; and, that he might 
be the better able to overcome thofe difficul
ties, he was defirous of feeing what they were, 
before he undertook his large work ; of which 
this piece was no more than the out-lines.

We may form a true notion of what he 
fought, by confidering the letter which he 
wrote to the learned biihop Andrews, when he 
lent him the difcourfe of which we are fpeak- 
hg*

“ Now your lordihip hath been fo long in 
the church and the palace, difputing between 
kings and popes, methinks you fhould take 
pleafure to look into the field, and refreih 
your mind with fome matter of philofophy, 
though the fcience be now, through age, 
waxed a child again, and left to boys and 
young men; and becaufe you were wont to 
make me believe you took a liking to my 

writings^ 
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writings, I fend you fome of this.vacation’» 
fruits, and thus much more of my mind and> 
purpofe. I haften not to publiih ; perilling 
I would prevent; and I am forced to rcfpedb 
as well my times as the matter; for with me 
it is thus, and I think with all men in my- 
cafe. If J bind myfelf to an argument, it 
loadeth my mind ; but, if I rid my mind of 
the prefent cogitation, it is rather a recrea- 
tipn. This hath put me into thefe Mifcella- 
nies, which I- purpofe to fupprefs,. if God 
give me leave to write a juft and perfect vo
lume of Philofophy, which I go on with, 
though flowly. I fend not your iordlhip too 
much, left it may glut you.

“ Now let me tell you what my delire is. 
If your Iordlhip be fo good now, as when yon- 
were the good dean of Weftminfter, my re- 
queft to you is, that, not by pricks, but by 
notes,you will make known unto me whatfoever 
ihall feem unto you either not current in the 
Hile, or harlh to credit and opinion, or incon
venient for the perfon of the waiter;, for no 
man can be judge and party : and, when our 
minds judge by reflection of ourfelves, they 
are more fubjeft to error : and, though, for 
the matter itfelf, my judgment be in ibme 
things fixed, and not- acceflible by any man’s 
judgment that goeth not my way ; yet, even 
in thoie things, the admonition of a friend 
may make me e.xprefs myfelf diverfly.”

He likewile recommended, with the fams 
view,, the perufal of the. Cogitata & Vifa to 

Sir.
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Sir Thomas Bodley, who wrote him a very 
full anfwer ; which, together with the piece 
itfelf, is printed amongft the Latin works of 
■our author.

There is aho, in the laft colle&ion of Mr. 
■Stephens, a fmall difcourfe in Engliih, under 
the Latin title of Filum Labyrinthi; five For
mula Inquifitionis, ad Filios. Pars Prima. 
This we plainly fee was the original of the 
Cogitata & Vifa, and the firft draught of our 
author’s firft plan. Of this veryfhort treatife, 
the three firft paragraphs, which may ferve as 
a fpecimen of the whole, run thus.

“ Francis Bacon thought in this manner, 
the knowledge whereof the world is now pof- 
feffed, efpecially that of nature, extendeth not 
to magnitude and certainty of works, the 
phyfician pronounces many difeafes incurable, 
■and faileth oft in the reft : the alchymifts wax 
old and die in hopes: the magicians perforin 
nothing that is permanent and profitable ■: 
the mechanics take fmall lights from natural 
philofophy, and do but fpin out their own 
little threads: Chance fometimes difcovereth 
inventions, but chat worketh not in years but 
ages; fo he faw well that the inventions known 
are very imperfect; and that new are not like 
to be brought to light but in great length 
oi time; and that thofe are come not to lipht 
by philofophy.

“ He thought alfo this ftate of knowledge 
was the worfe, becaufe men ftrive, againft 

them-
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themfelves, to fave the credit of ignorance, and 
ib fatisfy themfelves in this poverty : for the 
phyfician, befides the cauteles of praâice, hath 
this general cautele of art ; that he difcharges 
the weaknefs of his art upon fuppofed im- 
poffibilities ; neither can his art be condem
ned when itfelf judgeth. That philofophy alfo, 
out of which the knowledge of phyfic which 
now is in ufe is hewed, receiveth certain 
pofitions and opinions, which, if they be well 
weighed, induce this perfuafion, that no great 
works are to be expeéted from art and the 
hand of man ; as, in particular, that opinion 
that the heat of the fun and fire differ in 
kind ; and that other, in composition is the 
work of man, and mixture is the work of na
ture ; and the like ; all tending to the circum- 
fcription of man’s power, and to artificial de- 
•fpair ; killing in men not only the comfort of 
imagination, but the induftry of trial ; only 
upon vain glory, to have their art thought 
perfeâ, and that all is impoffible that is not 
already found. The alchymift difcharges his 
art upon his own errors ; either fuppofing a 
mifunderilanding of the words of his authors, 
which maketh him liilen after auricular tradi
tions, or elfe a failing in the true proportions 
and fcrüples of pra&ice, which maketh him 
renew infinitely his trials ; and finding alfo 
that he lighteth upon fome mean experi
ments and conclufîoûs by the way, feedeth 
upon them, and magnifieth them to the moft, 

. .. and



APPENDIX. 1S7 
and fupplieth the reft in hopes. The ma
gician, when he findeth fomething, as he 
conceiveth, above nature effected, thinketh, 
when a breach is once made in nature, that 
it is all one to perform great things and 
final!; not feeing that they are but fubjeds of a 
certain kind, wherein magic and fuperftition 
hath played in all times. The mechanical 
perfon, if he can refine an invention, or put 
two or three obfervations; or pradices, toge
ther in one, or couple things better with their 
nfe, or make the work in lefs or greater vo
lume, taketh himfelf for an inventor. So he 
faw well, that men either perfuade themfelves 
of new inventions as of impoffibilities; or elfe 
think they are already extant but in fecret and 
in few hands; or, that they account of thofe 
little induftries and additions, as of inventions; 
all which turneth to the averting of their 
minds from any juft and conftant labour, to in
vent further in any quantity.

“ He thought, alfo, that, when men did 
let before themfelves the variety and perfec- 
tion of works produced by mechanical arts, 
•they are apt rather to admire the provifions of 
tnan, than to apprehend his wants; not con- 
fidering that the original inventions and con- 
clufions of nature, which are the life of all 
that variety, are not many, nor deeply 
fetched ; and that the reft is but the fubtle 
and ruled motion of the inftrument and hand ; 
and that the (hop therein is not unlike the li- 

brary* 
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brary, which, in fuch number of books, con«“ 
taineth, for the greater part, nothing but ite
rations, varied fometimes in form, but not 
new in fubftance : fo he faw plainly that 
opinion of flore was a caufe of want ; and 
that both works and doctrines appear many 
and are few.”

We may from hence conceive the manner in 
which this piece was written, and how well it 
was fuited to ferve the author’s purpofe of fo 
far manifefting his own defign, as to obtain a 
tolerable account of the ftrongefl and beft 
founded objeitions which could be brought 
againft it, fo as that, in his larger work, he 
might either correft his own faults, or ihew 
fuch as were inclined to criticize his perform
ance, theirs.

IV. Of the Wifdom of the Antients. There 
have been very few books published, either in 
this or in any other nation, which either deferved 
or met with more general applaufe than this, 
and fcarce any that are like to retain it longer; 
for, in all this performance. Sir Francis Ba
con gave a lingular proof of his capacity to 
pleafe all parties in literature ; as, in his po
litical conduit, he flood fair with all the par
ties in the nation. . The admirers of antiquity 
were charmed with this difcourfe, which feems 
exprefly calculated to juftify their admiration : 
and, on the other hand, their oppofites were 
no lefs pleafed with a piece, from which they 
thought they could demonflrate, that the fa- 

gacity
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gacity of a modern genius had found out much 
better meanings for the antients than ever 
were meant by them.

In his introduction to this book, he gives a 
large and very clear account of' the reafons 
which induced him to believe, that, notwith- 
ftanding the feeming abfurdities in the fabu
lous hiltories of the antients, there was, how
ever, fomething at the bottom which deferved 
to be examined into and enquired after. 
Thefe obfervations, which are full of very 
curious learning, he concludes thus:

“ But the argument of moft weight with 
me is this ; that many of thefe fables by no 
means appear to have been invented by the 
perfons who relate and divulge them; whethet 
Homer, Hefiod, or others ; for, if I were 
aftured they firft flowed from thofe latter times, 
and authors that tranfmit them to us, I ihould 
never expeCt any thing Angularly great or no
ble from fuch an origin. But whoever atten
tively confiders the thing, will find that thefe 
fables are delivered down and related by thofe 
writers, not as matters then firft invented and 
propofed, but as things received and embraced 
m earlier ages: befides, as they are differently 
related by writers nearly of the fame ages, ’tis 
eafily perceived, that the relators drew from 
the. common ftock of antient tradition, and 
varied-but in point of embeliifhment; which 
ts their own; and this principally raifes my 
efteem of thefe fables; which I receive not as 
the produft of the age, or invention of the 

V. 1 poets;
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poets; but as facred relicks, gentle whifpers, 
and the breath of better times, that; from the 
traditions of more antient nations, came at 
length into the flutes and trumpets of the 
Greeks. But if any one ihall, notwithfland- 
ing this, contend that allegories are always 
adventitious, or impofed upon the an-tient fa
bles, and no way native, or genuinely con
tained in them, we might here leave him un- 
dillurbed in that gravity of judgment he af- 
feds, though we cannot help accounting it 
fomewhat dull and phlegmetic; and, if it 
were worth the trouble, to proceed to another 
kind of argument.

“ Men have propofed to anfwer two differ
ent and contrary ends by the ufe of parable ; 
for ¡parables ferve as well to inftrud and illu- 
dirate, as to wrap up and envelope ; fo that, 
chough, for the prefent, we drop the con
cealed ufe, and fuppofe the antient fables to 

’be vague, undeterminate things, formed for 
amufement, ftill the other ufe mull remain and 
can neve? be given up: and every man of 
any learning muft readily allow, that this 
method of inftrufting is grave, fober, and 
exceedingly uleful, and fometimes neceffary 
in the fciences, as it opens an eafy and fa
miliar paffage to the human underftanding in 
all new difcoveries, that are abftrufe, and are 
out of the road of vulgar opinions.

“ Hence, in the firft ages, when fuch in
ventions and conclufions of the human reafon, 
as are not trite and common, were new and lit

tle
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tie known, all things abounded with fables, 
parables, fimilies, companions, and allufions, 
which were not intended to conceal, but to 
inform and teach, whilit the minds of men 
continued rude and unpra&ifed in matters of 
fobtilty or fpeculation, or even impatient, or 
in a manner uncapable of receiving fuch things 
as did not directly fall under and llrike. the 
fenfes: for, as hieroglyphics were in ufe be
fore writing, fo were parables in ufe before 
arguments; and, even to this day, if any man. 
would let new light in upon the human under- 
fianding, and conquer prejudice, without 
raifing contefts, animofities, oppofition, or 
difturbance, he muft ilill go in the fame 
path, and have recourfe to the like method of 
allegory, metaphor, and allufion.

“ To conclude, the knowledge of the early 
ages was either great or happy ; great, if they 
by defign made this ufe of trope and figure ; 
bappy, if, whilfl they had other views, 
they afforded matter and occafion to fuch no
ble contemplations. Let either be the cafe, 
car pains, perhaps, will not be mifemployed, 
whether we illuftrate antiquity, or the things 
themfelves. The like, indeed, has been at
tempted by others; but, to fpeak ingenuoufly, 
their great and voluminous labours have almoil 
deftroyed the energy, the efficacy, and grace 
of the thing; whilft, being unikilled in na
ture, and their learning no more than that of 
common-place, they have applied tbe fenfe of

I a the 



the parables to certain general and vulgar mat
ters, without reaching to their real purport, 
genuine interpretation, and full depth.

For myfelf, therefore, I expeft to appear 
new in thefe common things, becaufe, leav
ing untouched fuch as are fufficiently plain and 
open, I {hall drive only at thofe that are either 
deep or rich.”

in this admirable work, our author has laid 
open, with great fagacity and penetration, 
the fecret meaning of the phyfical, moral, and 
political fables of antiquity ; in doing which, 
he very wifely and prudently took occafion to 
throw out many obfervations of his own ; for 
which he could not have found otherways fo 
fit and favourable an opportunity.

He publiihed this treatife in Latin ; in 
which language he feems to have wrote it; 
and dedicated it to his coufin, the lord-trea- 
furer Salifbury, and the univerftty of Cam
bridge. This work has been very often re
painted fince, and, except his eflays, is, of all 
his writings, the moil generally known and 
efteemed. Sir Arthur Gorges rendered the 
whole into Engliih, which is ufually added 
to the author’s eflays; and it is to this book 
the great poet, as well as traveller, Mr. 
George Sandys, doth, in his learned notes on 
his verfion of Ovid’s Metamorphofes, acknow
ledge himfelf to be much indebted, ftiling 
my lord St. Albans the crown of all modern 
authors;

2
V. In
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V. In 1620, he prefented to king James I. 

his Novum Organum ; which, of all his phi- 
iofophical works, he the moft highly valued.

In order to give the reader a juft idea of the 
value and importance of this work, we will 
firft defcribe the nature of it, and then men
tion the judgment paifed thereon by fome of 
the greateft ornaments of the republic of let
ters. The defign of the Novum Organum 
was, to execute the fecond part of the Inftau- 
ration, by advancing a more perfed method' 
of ufing the rational faculty than men were 
before acquainted with ; in order to raife and 
improve the human underihmding, as far as 
its prefent imperfed ftate admits; and enable 
it to conquer and interpret the difficulties and 
obfeurities of nature. With this view it un
dertakes'the care and condud of the under- 
handing, and draws out and defcribes the ap
paratus and inftruments of reafoning; whence 
it appears to endeavour at a new kind of logic, 
though greatly faperior to the common ; 
which, through the abufes crept into it, ap- 
peats fitter to corrupt than ftrepgthen and im
prove the mind ; for the fcope and ufe of this 
new logic is not to difeover arguments and 
probable reafons, but arts and works.

It is divided into two principal parts ; via. 
into a preparatory part, and one that is feien- 
tihcal and inftrudive. The firft part tends to 
prepare and purge the mind, and fit it to re
ceive and ufe the inftrudions and inftruments 
laid down in the fecond; the mind, like a

I, 3, mirror^
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mirror requiring to be levelled and polilhed, 
or difchargedot its falfe imaginations and per
verted notions, before it can be fet to receive 
and refied the light of truth and jull informa
tion ; and the levelling part is of four kinds, 
with refped to the four different forts of idols, 
or falfe notions, that poffcfs the mind. Thefe 
idols a,e either acquired or natural; and pro
ceed either from the dodrines and lefts of 
phiiofophers, the perverted and corrupt laws 
and methods of demonftration ; or elfe are in
nate and inherent in the very conftitution of 
the mind itfelf.

The foil labour, therefore, is to difcharge 
and free the mind from its fwarms of falfe 
theories, which occafion fuch violent conflids 
and oppofittons. The next point is to releafe it 
from the flavery of perverted demonflrations ; 
and the laft is to put a check upon thisfeduce- 
ing power of the mind, and either to pluck 
up thofe innate idols by the root, or, if that 
cannot be done, to point them out, that they 
may be thoroughly kno-^n and watched, and 
io nave the depravities which they occafion 
ccrredcd. This levelling part, therefore, is 
performed by three kinds of confutations ; 
viz. the confutation of philofophies, the con
futation of demonilrations, and the confuta
tion of the natural un.affifted reafon.

When thus the mind is rendered equable 
and unbiased, the work proceeds to fet it in a 
proper lituation ; and, as it were, with a be
nevolent afped to the remaining inftrudions ;

whereby
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whereby the bufinefs of preparing the mind is- 
ftill further carried on 5 and the whole drift of 
this enfuing part is only to poilefs mankind 
with a juft opinion of the whole Inftauration 
for a time,, that they may wait with patience 
the iffue and event thereof, upon folid affure- 
ances of fome confiderable benefit and advan
tage from it when its fcope ihall come to be 
well underftood ; and thence it proceeds di- 
flinctly to obviate all the objedrons and falfe 
fofpicions which may be raifed- about it, 
through the prevailing notions and prejudices 
drawn from religious confiderations, thofe of 
ab ft raft fpeculation, natural prudence, diftruft, 
levity, &c. thus endeavouring to pacify and 
allay every wind of oppofition,

To render this preparation ftill more com- 
pleat and perfeft, the next thing is, to raifo 
the mind from the languor and torpidity it- 
may contrail from the apparent miraculous 
nature of the thing ; and, as this wrong dif- 
pofition of the mind cannot be rectified with
out the difcovery of caufes, the work proceeds 
to maik out all the impediments which have 
hitherto perverily retarded and blocked the 
way of true philofophy p and thus makes it 
appear no wonder at all that mankind ihould.- 
have been fo long entangled and perplexed with 
errors.

When the ways of removing thefe impedi
ments are (hewn, there follows a chain of ar
guments for eftablilhing a folid foundation of

I 4 hope,.
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hope, for the better fuccefs of gennine and 
and ferviceable phiiofophy in future ; for it is 
hereby demo nil rated, that, though the inter
pretation of nature intended by the Inftauia- 
tion may indeed be difficult, yet much the 
greater parts of the difficulties attending it are 
in the power of man to remove ; as arifmg, 
not from the nature of the femes and things 
themfelves, but only require that the mind be 
reélified, in order to their removal : and this 
fill general part concludes with an account of 
the excellence cf the end in view.

The preparatory part being thus difpatshed, 
the work proceeds to the bufinefs 'of informa
tion, the perfecting of the underftanding, and 
the delivery of the art of working with this - 
new machine in the interpretation of nature. 
This is laid down in three feveral branches, 
with regard to the fenfe, the memory, and 
the reafon ; each whereof is affined in its 
turn.

This work he addreffed £0 his majeây, who, 
in his letter dated October 16, 1620, tells 
him, that he could not have made him a mere 
Acceptable prefent ; and, that, for his part, 
he : odd not exprefs his thanks better, than 
by informing him of the refplution he had 
taken to read it through with caie and atten
tion, though he ihould deal fome hours from 
his deep, having ctherwife as little fpare time 
to read as his lordihip had to write it ; with 
many other gracious expreffions which fully de- 

monfcate
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monilrate how much the chancellor was in the- 
king’s good graces, and how high an efteem 
he had for his parts and learning.

_ The famous Sir Henry Wotton, to whom 
his lordlhip tent three copies of this book, 
wrote him a large letter of praife in return 5. 
which, as we have no room for compliments, 
we Ihall omit. He received the like tribute of 
commendation from fuch as were the moft 
learned, or fo affeded to be thought, in this 
and in the neighbouring nations ; yet, after 
all, this performance was rather praifed than 
read, and more generally applauded than un- 
derftood. This produced a kind of latent 
cenfure, a fort of owl like criticifm, that durft 
not abide day-light. Honeft Ben. Johnfon 
produced this to the world a little after our 
author’s death ; when he very generoufly, as 
well as judicioufly, gave this chara&er of the 
Novum Organum: That, though, by moft 
fuperficial men, who cannot get beyond the ti- 
tie ofNominals, it is not penetrated or under
wood, really openeth all defefts of learning 
whatfoever, and is a book,

Qui longum'noto fcriptori prorogat svumo

To lateft times ihall hand the author’s name»

We need not wonder at this, when we con- 
Sder the pains it coft the noble Verulam : for 
Hr. Rawley allures us, that he had feen twelve 
‘Copies reviled, altered, aid corrected, year by

I 5 year. *
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year, before it was reduced into the form in 
v. Inch it was publiihed. We muft however 
allow that it is not abfolutely perfect, as ap
pears from what a moil ingenious and judici
ous writer has delivered upon it, with that mo- 
dedy, circurnfpedtion, and good fenfe, which 
is difcernible in all his writings. The perfon 
I mean, is the late learned and excellent Mr. 
Baker, of St. John’s college in Cambridge ; 
who allows that my lord Bacon faw clearer into 
the defects of the art ci reafoning than moil 
men did ; and, being neither fatisfied with the 
vulgar logic, nor with the reformations that 
were made, iuitable to his vail and enterprifing 
genius, attempted a logic wholly new and 
plain, which is laid down in his Novum Or- 
ganum.

“ The way of fyllogifing,” fays he, 
“ fcemed to him very fallacious, and too de
pendent upon words to be much relied on ; 
his fearch was after things; and therefore he 
brought in a new way of arguing from in- 
duftion, and that grounded upon obfervations 
and experiments.” But the fame gentleman 
cbferves, That ‘‘ this plan, as laid by him, 
looks liker an univerfal art than a diflindt 
logic ; and the defign is too great, and the in- 
dudbon too large, to be made by one man, or 
any fociety of men in one age, if at all prac
ticable ; for, whatever opinion he might have 
of the conclufivenefs of this way, one crofs 
circumilance in an experiment would as eafily 
overthrow his induftion, as an ambiguous 

word
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word would diforder a fyllogifm; and a man- 
needs only make a trial in any part of natural 
hiilory, as left us by my lord Bacon, to fee 
how conclufive his induction was like to have 
been. To fay nothing, that, notwithftanding 
his blaming the common logics, as being too 
much fpent in words, himfelf runs into the 
fault he condemns ; for what* elfe can we 
make of his Idola Tribus, Idola Specus, Fori, 
Theatri; or of his Iniiantia? Solitariae, MU 
grantes, Ofteniivae, Clandeilinse, Conftitu- 
tivae, &c. but fine words put to exprefs very 
common and ordinary things ?

“ After the way of free-thinking had been 
laid open by my lord Bacon, it was foon after 
greedily followed; for theunderftanding afFeds 
freedom as well as the will, and men will pur- 
fue liberty though it ends in confufion;”

There is certainly a. great deal of truth in 
what Mr. Baker fays, with regard to thecon- 
fequences of lord Verulam’s philofophy, and 
the manner in which it has, been profecuted ; 
but furely this ought not to be imputed to 
him, who, if I underftand him at all, was, of 
all philofophical writers, the lead addi&ed to 
free-thinking. Of this opinion is the famous 
Morhof, who bellows the higheib praifes on 
the work of which we are now fpeaking ; 
making no fcruplc to declare; that he had. 
found but very little in the -books fmce written 
by Engliihmen, the grounds of which he had 
not long before met with in Bacon; the extent 
of whole genius ftruck him with admiration, 

16 gs 
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a« it mull do every man who takes the pains 
to underftand him; becaufe, though this new 
logic of his be very difficult, and requires 
much Rudy and application to mailer it, yet it 
leads to the knowledge of things, and not of 
words.

Mr. Voltaire, in his letters concerning the 
Enghib nation, remarks, That the belt, and 
moir fingular, of all his pieces, is that which 
is molt ufelefs and leaft read. “ I mean,” 
fays our author, “ his Novum Scientiariutn 
Organum. This is the fcaffold with which 
the new philofophy was railed ; and, when 
the edifice was built, part of it at leaft, the 
fcaffold was no longer of fervice. The lord 
Bacon was not yet acquainted with nature, 
but then he knew, and pointed out the fe.- 
veral paths that led to it. He had defpifed, in 
his younger years, the thing called philofophy 
in the univerfities ; and did all that lay in his 
power to prevent thofe focieties of men, infti- 
tuted to improve human reafon, from de
praving it by their quiddities, their horrors of 
vacuum, their fubftantial forms, and all thofe 
impertinent terms, which not only ignorance 
had rendered venerable, but which had been 
made facred by there being ridiculouily blended 
with religion.”

There cannot be any thing more honourable 
for the memory of this great perfon, than the 
teftimony of the writer before-mentioned, who, 
it is certain, has not fhewn too great a readi- 
nefs to praife or commend any body, and much 

lefs
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lefs the Engliih authors, whom, except New
ton, he feems to applaud with relu&ance. 
There is, however, one thing in his judgment 
of this work, which deferves to be particularly 
confidered : and that is, his companion of it 
to a fcaftbld ; which, it cannot be denied, is, 
at once, very juft and very fignificant; but 
then it is not very eafy to know, what this 
great critic means by reprefenting it as ufelefs, 
and affigning that as a reafon why this treatife 
is now fo little read or understood. The very 
contrary of this feems to be the fad : the new 
philofophy ftands like a vaft magnificent pa
lace, in fome places half finiihed, in others the 
walls carried up to a moderate height; in fome, 
juft raifed above the ground ; in others, hardly 
marked cut. What reafon, therefore, for 
taking away the fcaftbld ? Or, rather, What 
reafon to exped the work ibould ever be 
finiihed, at leaft thoroughly and regularly, if 
the fcaftbld be taken away ?

The truth of the matter is, that feveral who 
have wrought upon this noble ftrudure fince, 
have ereded fcaffblds for their own nfe, of their 
own contrivance; and, when they have, in 
fome meafure, finiihed the part they were 
about, taken them away, and concealed from 
the eye of the public their manner of working. 
Others again have attempted to raife fcaffblds 
irom the lights received from our author ; 
and, fo far as they have copied them, have 
done this with great fuccefs.

But
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But' lord Verulam’s was a more noble de-*, 

fign : he knew that the life of one man could 
not fuffice for the finiihing, even a fmall part 
of this ftately edifice; and therefore he {pent 
fo many years in conftrufting this fcaffold, 
which might have ferved for perfecting and 
compleating the whole work, if others had 
been as diligent in purfuing his plan, as he was 
ftudious and careful, in rendering it every way 
fit for the ufe which he defigned.

This is the true account, and the only true, 
one, of the Novum Organum and one may 
fafely venture to afTert, That,, if his defign 
had been purfued with that fteadinefs which it 
deferved, the new philofophy had been by this 
time, not only more perfect than it is, but 
more perfedt than it is ever like to be, unlefs 
the learned at laft difcern their error in this re- 
fpedt, and are content to make ufe of the helps 
he has left them ; which, the more they are 
confidered, the more they are tried, will be 
found more adequate to the great defign of, 
their author, than well can be imagined.

Lord.
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Sir Walter Raleigh, that true judge 
of men and things, of ages pail and prefenc, 
difeourfing of the great men of his time, 
faid,

The earl of Saliibury was an excellent 
fpeaker, but no good penman ; that lord Henry 
Howard was an excellent penman, but no 
good Speaker ; Sir Francis Bacon alike emi
nent in both.

The judicious and penetrating Ben. John- 
fon thought, that Engliih eloquence afeended 
till the time of the vifcountSt. Albans, and from 
thence went backward and declined. He 
who was not too apt to praife, was profufe in 
praifes of Bacon, clofing them with thefe ad
mirable refleélions :

“ My conceit of his perfon was never en- 
creafed toward him by his place or honours; 
but I have and do reverence him for the great- 
nefs that was only proper to himfelf, in that 
he Teemed to me ever, by his works, one of the 
greateft men, and moil worthy of admiration, 
that had been in many ages. In his adverfity, 
I ever prayed that God would give him 
ftrength, for greatnefs he could not want ; 
neither could I condole in a word or fyliable 
for him, as knowing no accident could do 
harm to virtue, but rather help to make it ma
ní felt.”

Archbifhop 
£
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Archbilhop Williams, to whole care the 

vifeount St. Albans, committed his orations 
and epiftles, exprefled his fenfe of that confi
dence repofed in him in thefe words:

“ Your lordihip doth moft worthily, there
fore, in preferving thefe two pieces amongft 
the reft of thofe matchiefs monuments you Ihall 
leave behind you : confidering, that, as one- 
age hath not bred your experience, fo is it not 
fit it fliould be confined to one age, and not 
imparted to the times to come : for my part 
therein, I do embrace the honour with all 
thankfolnefs, and the trull impofed upon me, 
with all religion and devotion.”

The famous Sir Henry Wotton, on receiv
ing from him the Novum Organum, wrote 
thus in return :

“ Your lordfltip hath done a great and ever- 
lafting benefit to all the children of nature,, 
and to nature herfelf in her utmoft extent of 
latitude, who never before had fo noble nor fo 
true an interpreter, or (as I am readier to 
ftile your lordfliip) never fo inward a fecretary 
of her cabinet.”

But one of the nobleft, and perhaps the moft 
noble, teftimony in honqur of his great abi
lities, was the letter written to him, not long 
after his fall, by the univerfity of Oxford, on. 
their receiving from him his book De Aug- 
mentis Scientiarum, the firft paragraph only 
of which fliall be here tranferibed.

“ Right honourable, and (what, in nobi
lity, is almoft a miracle) moft learned vif

eount I
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count! Your honour could have given nothing 
more agreeable, and the univerfity could have 
received nothing more acceptable, than the 
Sciences; and thole fciences which Hie for- 
^eily fent forth poor, of low ilature, unpo- 
liihed, ihe hath received elegant, tall, and, 
by the iupphes of your wit, by which alone 
they could have been advanced', moil rich in 
dowry. She efteemeth it an extraordinary fa
vour to have a return, with ufury made of 
that by a ¿ranger (if fo near a relation may be 
called a ftranger) which ihe bellows as a pa- 
tiimony upon her children ; and ihe readily 
acknowledge th, that, though the mules are 
born in Oxford, they grow elfewhere ; grown 
they are, and under your pen; who, like fome 
mighty Hercules in learning, have, by your 
own hand, further advanced thofe pillars in 
the learned world, which, by the reii of that 
world, were fuppoled immoveable.”

Dr. Peter Heylin, who was thought, in 
-is Ume, a great judge of men, things, and 
books, reprefents the vifcount St. Albans as 
a man of a ihong brain, and capable of the 
higheil performances, mpre especially of fram
ing a body of perfefl philofophy.

“ Pity it was,” laid he, “ he was not en
tertained with ibme liberal falary, abftradted 
r°m all affairs both of court and judicature, 

and furniihed with fufficiency both of means 
and helps for the going on in his deiigns ; 
wnicb, had it been, he might have given us 

fuch 
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fiich a body of natural philofophy, and made 
it fo lubfervient to the public good, that nei
ther Ariftotle, nor Theophraftus, amongft the 
ancients; nor Paracelfus, or the reft of our 
later chymifts, would have been confidera- 
ble.”

e ihall add to thefe authorities but two 
more from the learned of our own nation; but 
they are fuch as might alone have fecured im
mortality to any author they had commended. 
The firft of thefe was Mr. Addifon ; who, in 
one of the Tatlers, in which he vindicates the 
Chriftian religion, by ihewing that the wifefl: 
and ableft men in all ages, have profeflcd 
themfelves believers, fpeaks of our author 
thus:

“ I ihall in this paper only inftance Sir 
Francis Bacon, a- man who, for the great- 
nefs of his genius, and compafs of know
ledge, did honour to his age and country, I 
could almoft fay to human nature itfelf. ' He. 
pofleffed, at once, all thole extraordinary ta
lents which weie divided amongft the greatest 
authors of antiquity : he had- the found, di- 
ftinft, comprehenfive knowledge of Ariftotle ; 
with all the beautiful lights, graces, and em- 
beliimments, of Cicero : one- does not know 
which to admire molt in his writings ; the 
ftrength of reafon, force of ftile, or brightnefs 
of imagination. This author has remarked, 
in feveral parts of his works, that a thorough- 
infight into philofophy makes a good believer?

and
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snd, that a /mattering in it, naturally pro
duces Inch a race of defpicable infidels, as the 
little profligate writers of the prefect age, 
whom, I mull confefs, I have always accufed 
to myfelf. not fo much for their want of faith 
as for their want of learning. I was infinitely 
pleafed to find, among the works of this extra* 
ordinary man, a prayer of hrs own cornpofing; 
which, for the elevation of thought, and great- 
nefsof expreffion, feems rather the devotion 
of an angel than of a man. His principal fault 
feems to have been the excels of that virtue 
which covers a multitude of faults: this be
trayed him to fo gieat an indulgence towards 
hisfervants, who made fuch a corrupt ufe of it, 
that it ftripped him of all thole riches and ho
nours which a long feriesof merits had heaped 
upon him.”

The fecond is that Ihort charailer of his 
writings given us by the pen of the moll 
noble John Sheffield, duke of Buckingham- 
/hire, who afierts, That all his wmrks are, for 
expreffion, as well as thought, the glory of our 
nation and of all latter ages.

The laft authority we ffiali cite on this fub- 
fhall be Mr. Voltaire, who very j jftly 

idles him the father of experimental philofo- 
phy ; and enters into abundance of very ju
dicious reftedtions on his difcoveries and wris- 
’ngs; owning, at the fame time, that what 
furprized him moll, was, to find the doctrine 
°i attradlion, which is looked upon as the 

foundation 
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foundation of another philofophy, exprefly fet 
down in lord Bacon’s, in words not to be con
troverted or miftaken.

We ihall not take upon us to decide how far 
this may be j.uft or not; but leave it to the 
fearch of the learned and ingenious reader. 
Only give us leave to fay. We have always 
fufpe&ed that the Novum Organum hath been 
fo little commended by the moderns for two 
reafons ; firit, that it requires a deep head and 
a iirong attention to become fully mailer of it, 
and fo has been thoroughly underftood by few : 
feccndly, that thofe few who have fully pene
trated it, ufed it to raife flru&ures of their 
own, and not to finifh Bacon’s palace of wif- 
dom.

It was peculiar to this great man to have no
thing narrow and felfifh in his compohtion ; he 
gave away, without concern, whatever ho 
poflefTed ; and, believing other men of the 
fame mould, he received with as little confr- 
deration: nay, even as to fame, he had the 
like notion ; he was defirous to enjoy it, but 
in the fame way ; not from his knowledge, 
but from his free and liberal communication 
of that knowledge; fo that it may be truly, 
and without flattery, faid, his worft qualities 
were the exceffes of the moil exalted virtues.

His glory cannot be blalled by the flafhes of 
envy • his failings hurt only his contempora
ries, and were expiated by his fuffermgs 5. 
but his virtue and knowledge, and, above 
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all, his zeal for mankind, will be felt while 
here are men ; and, confequently, while they 

\ the name of Bacon’ Verulam,

2^“S> bC me“doned but Mth

End of the Fifth Volume.
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