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WiILL1AMSHAKESPEAR.

HERE have been fome ages in which

Praovidence feemed plealed, in'a maft
remarkable manner, to difplay idelf, in giv- i
ing to the world the fineft geniufes to illumi-
nate a people farmerly barbarous. - After z
long night of Gothic ignorance, after many | §
ages of priciteratt and fuperltition, learning | 8
and genius vifited oo ifland in the days of the | 3
renowned Elizabeth. It was then that liberty | d
began to dawn, and the people, having thook :
off the reftraints of prieftly aufterity, prefumed
te think for themfclves, '
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"1l 4 BRITISHPLUTARCH.

1 ford to give his eldeft fon but a flender educa-
tion. e had bred him at a firee-{fchonl,
where he acquired what Latin he was mafter
of ; but how well he underflood that Jan-
i guage; or whether, after his leaving the
i I fchool, he made a greater proficiency in it,
; has been difputed, and is a point very difficult
I8 to fettle. However, it is certain, that Mr
{hi John Shakefpear, our author’s father, was
i obliged to withdraw him early from fchool,
H in order to have his affitance in his own em-
ployment towards fupporting the reft of the
ih family.
| ¢« Ty i3 withost controverfy,” fays Rowe,
i ¢ that in his works we fecarce find any traces
[ that look like an imitation of the antients.
The delicacy of his taille, and the natural bent
f of his own genius, equal, if not fuperior, to
forne of the beft of thelrs, would certainly
' have led hiin to read and fudy them with fo
rouch pleafure, that fome of their fine images
|' vould naturally have infnuated themfelves - '
! <5, and been mixed with, his own wtitings ;
L {o that his not copving at keait fomething fram

=

them, may be an argument of his never hav-
inp read them. Whether his ignorance of the 3
f ancients was difadvantageous to him or no,
may admit of difpute ; for, though the know-
' ledge of them might have made him more cor-
red, yet 1t is not improbable, but the regu-
tarity and deference forthem which would hiave
actended that correétne(s, might have reftrained
fome




WILLIAM SHAKESPEAR., ¢

fome of that fire, impetuofity, and even beau-
tful extravagance, wlich we caunoi help ad-
miting in Shakefpear.”

As to his want of learning, Mr. Pope
makes the following jult cbfervation . T'hat
there is certainly a vall difference between i
learning avd languages. ‘¢ How fur he was
ignorant of the latter, I canmot,” fays he, :
« determine; but it is plain he bad much i
reading, atleaft, if they will not call it learn- ;
ing : noris it any great matter 1f a man hus )
knowledge, whether he has it from one lan- |
guage or from another. Nothing is more
evident than, that he had a taflc for narnral
philofophy, mechanics, ancient and modern |
hiftory, poetical learning, and mythology.

We find him very knowing in the cultoms, "
sites and manners of the Romans. In Cerlo- | 4
lanus and Julius Cafar, not onfy the {pirit, .
but manners, of the Romans, are exafily
drawn ; and ftill a nicer diftin&tion is thewn
between the manners of the Romans in the

X time of the former and the latter, His read-

ing in the ancient hiftorians is no lefs conipi- /
cuous, in many references to particular pal-
fages ; and the {peeches copied from Plutarch i

in Coriolanus, may as well be made initances
of his learning, as thofé copied from Cicero {
in the Cartaline of Ben |ohnfon. | 8
¢ The manners of othier rations in peneral, | B
the Egyptians, Venetians, French, &c. are .
drawn with equal propricty. Whatever ob- g
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Je& of nature, or branch af fcience, he either
fpeaks or deferibes, it is always with compe=
tent, if not extenfive knowledge. His de-
feriptions ‘ares dhill exadt, and his metaphors
appropriated, and remarkably drawn, fiom
the naturc and inherent qualities of cach fub-
jett.

** We have tranflations from Ovid publithed
in his naihe, .among thofe poems which pafs
for his, aod for fome of which we have un-
coubted aathoriiy, being publilhed by him-
fels, and dedicated to the earl of Southamp-
ton. He appears alfo to have been con-
verfant wiih Plautes, from whence he has
taken the plot of one of his playss. He fols
lows the Greek authors, and particularly Da-
tes Phrygins in another; althoongh 1 will not
pretend,” continues Mr. Pope, *“ w0 fay in
what Jangnages he read them.”

blr. Warborton has firongly contended for
Shakefpear’s learning, and has produced many
imitations and parailel paffages with ancient
acthors; in which I am inclined to think him
vight, and beg leave to produce a few inftances
of it.. ¢ He always,” fays Mr. Warburton,
¥ makes an anuent fpeak the language of an
antient.  So fulius Celar, afti. feene 2,

Ye (Gods! it doth amaze me

A man of fuch a feeble temper thouid

So get the ftart of the majeftic world,

And bear the palm alone.

This
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This noble image is taken from the O-
lympic games. This majefic world is a fine
periphralis of the Roman empire ; majeltic,
becaafe the Romans ranked themfelves on 3
footing with kings; and a world, becaufe
they called their cmpire Orbis Romanus ; but
the whole fory fecms to allude to Cezfar’s
great exemplar, Alexander, who, when he was
afked, Whesher be wnuld rua the courle of the
Olympic games ! replied, *¢ Yes, if the racers
were kings.”. S0 again, in Anthony and Cle-
opatra, acti. {gene . Anthony fays, with an
allonifhing fublimity,

Let Rome in Tyber melt, and the wide arch
Of the raz’d empire fall,

Taken from the Roman cultom of raifing tri-
umphal arches to perpetudie their viftories.

And apain, aél. Bi. feene 4. Oftavia fays
to Anthony, of the difference between him and
her brother,

——Wars ‘vwixt you twain would be
As if the wor.d fhould cleave, and that flain
men

Should folder up the reft,

This thoueht {eems taken from the flory of
Curtius leaping inta the ciafm in the Forums,
in order to clofeit; fo that, as that was clafed
by one Roman, if the whole worlg, were o

B 4 cleave
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cleave, Romars only could folder it up. The
metaphor of foldering s extremely exadl, ac-
cording to Mr, Warburton ; < for,” fays he,
“ as metal is fuldered up by metal that is
wmore refined than that which it folders ; o the
earth was to be foldered by men, who are only
a more refined earth,” The manners of other
nations in  general, Epyptians, Venetiane,
French, &c. are drawn with equal propriety.
An inftance of this fhall be produced with
regard 1o the Venetians. In the Merchant of
Venice, at. iv, {cene 1.

His lofles,
‘That have of late fo huddled on his back,
Enough to prefs a roval merchant down,

We are not to imagine the word Roval to ke a
random founding epithec: it is ufed with great

‘propriety by the poet, and defigned to fhew

him well zcquainted with the hiftory of the
peapie whom he here brings upon the flage :
for, when the French and the Veretians, in
the beginning of the thirteenth century, had
won Conltantinople, the French, under the
emperor Henry, endeavoured to extend their
conquelts in the provinces of the Grecian em-
pire, an the Terra-Firma, while the Vereti-
ans, being maflers of the fea, gave liberty to
zuy fubject of the republic, who weuld fit out
vellels, to make themfelves mafters of the ifles
of the Archipelago and other maritime places,
to.
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to enjoy their conquefts in fovereigoty, only
doing homage to the republic for their feveral
principalities,

¥n purfuance of this licence, the Sanados,
the Jufliniani, the Grimaldi, the Summaripas,
and others, all Venetian merchants, eveited
principalities in the feveral places of the Ar-
ehipelago ; and thereby became truly and pro-
perly Royal Merchants, Baot there are feveral
places which ong cannot forbear thinking a
tranflation from clafiic writers. In the Tem-
pett, a@t v.. feene 11, Profpero fays,

I baye

Called forth the mutinous winds,

And, “twixt the green fea, and the azur'd
vault,

Set roaring war 3 to the dread ratling thunder

Have I given fire, and nified Jove’s ftovt oalk

With his own bolt; the ftrong bas’d promon-
tory

Have | made thake; and by the fpurs pluckt
u

The piF:w and cedar; graves, at my command,

Have wak’d their flec;ers, op’d and let them
forth

By my fo potent art.

So Medea, in Ovid's Metamorphofes.

Stantia concatio canta freta; nubila pello,
N ubilague induce, ventos abigo que. votogue,
¥ivaque faxa fua convaliagae robeora. terra

g3 Tt
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edylvas moveo ; jubeogue hemifcere montes,
Lt mugire folum, manefque exire fepulchris.

But to return to the incidents of his life.
Upon his quitting the grammar-fchoo!, he
feems to have entirely devoted himfelf to that
way of living which his father propofed ; and,
in order to fettle in the world after a family
manner, thought 6t to marry while he was yet
very voung, His wife was the daughter of
one. Hatchway, faid to have been a fubftantial
yeoman in the neighbourhond of Stratford.

In this kind of domeftic obfcurity he conti-
nued for fome time, tll, by an vuhappy in-
ftance of mifcondu&, he was obliged to quit
the place of his nativity, and take thelter in
London ; which luckily proved the occafion
of difplaying one of the greateft geniufes that
ever was known in dramatic poetry.  He
had the misforeane to fall into il company,
Among thefe were fome who made a frequent
prattice of deer-fiealing, and who engaged
him more than once in robbing a park that
belonged to Sir Thomas Lucy, of Charlecot,
near Stratford ; for which he was profecuted
by that gentleman, as he thoupht, fomewhat
too feverely ; and, in order to revenge: him-
felf for 1iis fuppofed il ufage, he made a bal.
Iad upon him; and, though this, prabably
the firft effay of his poetry, be loft, yer it is
faid to0 have been fo very bitter, that it re-
doubled the profecution againft him to that
degree, thai he was obliged to leave his buﬁi:-
nefs
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nefs and family for fome time, and {helter him-
felf in London.

This Sir Thomas Lucy was, it 1s f2id, af- a
terwards ridiculed by Shakefpear, under the -
well known charader of Juftice Shallow, It
is at this ume, and upon this accident, that he
3s {ard to have made his firfh acquaintance in
the playhoufe,

Here ] cannot forbear relatng a fory which
Sir William Davenant told Mr, Beiteston, who
communicated it to Mr. Rowe; Rowe told it
Mr. Pope ; and Mr. Pope told it to Dr. New-
ton, the late editer of Milton; and from a
gentleman who heard it of him it is here re-
lated,

¢ Congerning Shiakefpear’s firlt appearance
in the play-houfe, when he came to Loendon
he was withour money and friends; and, be-
ing a ftranger, he knew not to whom to ap-
ply, ner by what means to fupport humfelf,

At that time, coaches not being in ufe, and
as gentlemen were accaltomed 10 ride to the
play-houfe, Shakefpear, diiven to the laft ne-
ceflity,: went to the play-houfe door, and
picked up z lttle money hy taking care of the
gentlemen’s horfes who came 1o the play, He
became eminent even in that profeffion, and
was taken notice of for his diligence and tkill
in it. He had foon more bufinefs than he !
himfelf could manage, and at laft hired bovs
under Jim, who were known by the name of
Shakefpear's boys.”

B6 Zome
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Some of the players accidentally converfe-
ing with him, found him fo acute, aud mafter
of {0 fine a converfation, that, firuck there-
with, they recommended him to the houfe,
in which he was firlt admitted in 2 very low
ftation ; but he did not long remain fo, for he
foon difinguithed himfelf, if not as an extra-
ordinary actor, at leaft as a fine writer, Hie
name is printed, as the cuftom was in thofe
times, amongtt thefe of the other players, be-
fore fome old plays, but withont any partica-
lar account of what fort of parts he ufed to
play; and Mr. Rowe fays, That, though he
very carefully enquired, he found the top of

- his performance was the ghoft in his own Ham-
fet.

*¢ T fhould have been much more pleafed,”
continues Rowe, ¢ to have learned, from fome
certain authority, which was the frit play he
writ. It would be, without doubt, a pleafure
10 any man curious iu things of this kind, to
fee and know what was the firft eflay of a fancy
like Shake(pear’s,”

The higheit date which Rowe has been ahle
10 trace, 1s Romeo and fuliet, in 1597, when
the author was thirty-three years old; and
Richard iI. and ITE. the next year; viz. the
thirty-fourth of his age. " : :

“Though the order of time in which his fe-
veral pleces were written be generally uncer-
tain, yect there are paffages in lome few of
them that feem o hx their dates. 5o the cho-

rug
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rus at the end of the fourth aft of Henry V,
by a compliment very handfomely turned to
the earl of Bflfex, fhews the play to have been
written when that lord was general to the
queen in Ireland ; and his eulogium upon
queen Elizabeth, and her fucceffor king James,
in the latter end of Henry VIIL is a proof
of that play’s being written after the acceflion
of the latter of thele two princes to the throne
of England,

Whatever the particular times of his writ-
ings were, the people of the age he lived in,
who began to grew wonderfully fond of di-
verfions of this kind, could not but be highly
pleafed to iee a genius arife amonglt them, of
fo pleafurable, fo rich a vein, and fo plenti-
fully capable of furnifhing their favourite en-
tertainments,

Befides the advantage which Shakefpear had
over zll men in the article of wit, he was of a
fiveet, gentle, amiable difpefition, and was a
moft agreeable companion ; {o that he became
dear to all that knew him, both as a friend
and asa poet ; and by that means was intro-
duced into the beft company, and held con-
verfation. with the fineft characters of his
thme.

Queen Elizabeth had feveral of his plays

- afted befcre her; and that princefs was
too quick a difcerner, and rewarder of
merit, to fuffer that ef Shakefpear’s to be
negle@ted. It is that maiden princels plainly
whom he intends by

—

*
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A fair veflal, throned by the welt.
Midlummer Night Dream,

And, in the fame play,- he gives us a poetical
and lively reprefentanon of the queen of Scots,
" and the fate fhe met with.

Thou remembreft,
Since once I fat Upon a Promontory,
- And heard a fearmaid, on a délphin’s back,
. Uttering fuch dulcet and harmaonious breath,
That the rode fea grew civil at her fong,
* And certain flars fhot madly from their {pheres
"~ Mo hear the fea maid’s mufic.

Queen Elr.zabeth was, fo. well pleafed with
the admirable charafter of Falftaff, in the two
' parts of Henry IV, that: fhe commanded him
to continge 1¢in ane play more, and to make
him in love.  This is faid to have been the
accalion of his writing the Merry Wives of
Windfor. Heow ‘well fhe was obeyed, the
play itfelf is a proof. And here I cannot
help obferving, That a poet feldom fucceeds
in any fubje&t afiigned him, fo well as in that
which iz his own cholce, and where he has
the liberty of feledting

Nothing is more certain, than, that Shake-
fpear has failed in the Merry Wives of Wind-
for : and, though that comedy is not withont
merit, vet st falls fhort ef his other plays
in which Falflaff 1s introduced ; and that

knight
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knight is not half fo witty In the Merry
Wives of Wind{uras in king Henry [V, The
bumour is fcarcely natural, and does not ex-
cite to laughter fo much as the ather.

It appears by the epilogue to HenryIV.
that the part of Falftaf was written originally
under the name of Oldcallle, Some of that
family being then remaining, the queen was
pleaied to command him 1o alter ir; upon
which he made ufe of the name of Falftaff.
The frft_offence was indeed avoided 5 but I
am not {ure whether the author might not be
fomewhat to blame in his fecond choice, fince
2t is certain that Sir john FalRtaff, who was a
knight of the garter, and a lieutenant-general,
was a-name of diftinguifhed merit in che wars
with France, in the time of Henry V. and
Henry VI

Shakefpear, befides the queen’s bounty,
was patronifed by the earl of Southampton,
famous in the hiitory of that time for his fnend-
thip 1o the earl of Effex. It was to that ng-
bleman he dedicated his poem of Venus and
Adonis ; and it is reported, thut his lordhip
ﬁave our author a thoufand pounds to enakle

im to go through with a purchafe he heard
he had a mind to make. A bounty, at that
time, very confiderable, as money was then
valued. There are few inftances of {uch libe-
rality in our times,

There is no certain account when Shake-
fpear quitted the flage for a private life.
Some have thought that Spenfer’s Thalia, in

the

e a——




36 BRITISH PLUTARCH.

the Tears of the Mufles, where the laments
the lofs of her Willy, in the comic ftene, re-
lates to our poet’s abandoning the fage : but
it is well known that Spernfer himfelf died in
the year 1548 ; and five years after this we
find Shakeipear’s name among the aétors in
Ben Johnilon’s Sejanus, which Arft made its
appearance In 1603 : nor could he then have
any thoughts of retiring, fince, that very year,
a licence, by king JamesI. was granted to him,
with Barbage, Philips, Hemmings, Condel,
&c. to exercife the art ‘of playing comedies,
tragedies, &c. as well at their ufual houfe,
called the Globe, on the ather fide the water,
as in any other part of the kingdom, during
his majefty’s pleafure. Thislicence is printed
in Rymer'sFeedera. Befides, itiscertain Shake-
fpear did not write Macbheth till after the ac-
ceflion of king JamesI. which he did as a
compliment to him, as he there embraces the
“doftrine of witches; of which his majefty
was fo fond, that he wrote a book called D=
monalogy, in defence of their exiftence; and
likewife, at that time, began to touch for
the evil; which Shakefpear has taken notice
of, and paid him a fine turned compliment.
- So that what Spenfer there fays, if it relates
at all to Shakefpear, muft hint at fome occa-
fonal recefs ‘which he made for a time.

What particular friendfhips he contrafted
with private men, we cannot at this time
know, more than that every one who had a
true tafte for meri, and could diftinguith
men, had generally a jult valae and eltecfm.
ar

| meAEEERE il



WILLTAM SHAKESTEAR, 17

for bim. His exceeding candor and good na-
ture muft certainly have inclined all che gentler
part ot the world to love him, as the power
af his wit obliged the men of the moit refined
knowledge and polite learning to admire
fim.

His acquaintance with Ben Johnfon began |
with a remarkable piece of humanirty and good l
nature.  Mr. Johnfon, who wis, at that time,
altogether voknown to the worid, had offered
one of his plays to the ftage, in order to have
itacted ; and the perfon into whofe hands it
Was put, after having turned it carelelly over,
was juit upon returning it to him with an itj-
fatured anfiwer, That it would be of no fer.
vice to their company; when Shakeipear luck-
ily cait his eye upon it, and found fome-
thing fa well in it, as to engage him frft to
read it through, and afterwards to recom.
mend Mr. Johnfon, and his writings, to the
public,

The fatter part of our auther’s Life was fpent
in eafe and retirement 5 he had the good for-
tune to gather an eftare equal to his wants,
and in that to his with, and is faid to have
fpent fome years before his death ju his native
Stratford, His pleafant wit and good nature
enpaged him the acquaintance, and entitled

im to the friendfhip of the gentlemen of the
neighbourhood. It is fill remembered in that
county, that be had a particular intimacy with—
one Mr. Combe, an oid gentleman, noted;ﬁ;f&c‘-;."«__ N |
abouts for his wealth and vfory, " It halgp‘el?edf S\
ety

& F '
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18 BRITISH PLUTARCII,

that, in 2 pleafant converfation amiongh their
common friends, Mr. Combe mernly told
; Shakecfpear, that he fancied he intended o
write his epitaph, if he happended : aut-live
I him ; and fince he could nct know what
fil might be {aid of him when dead, he defived 1t

' might be done immediately 3 "upon vuich
Shaxefpear gave him thele lines:

Ten in the hundred Hes here engraved, )
il >Tis an hundred to ten he is not faved :
i If any man afketh, whbo liesin this tomb :
! OhL! oh! quoth the devil, s my Johr.a-
Combe.

But the fharpnefs of the fatire is faid to Lave
ftung the man fo feverely, char he never for-
| gave it.

| Shakelpear died in the fifty-third year of
his age, and was buried on the north-fide of
i the chaneel in the great church av Swratford,
1k wiere a monument is placed on the wail,
| The following is the infcription on the graves

ftone. :

. Gaoad friend, for Jefus® {ake forbear,

1 Todig the duft inclefed here.

(i Bleft be the man that {pares thele fones,
H And curs’d be he that moves my bones,

He had three daughters, of whom two lived
to be married ; Juditk, the elder, to Mr, T homas
| Quaincy, by whom the had three fons; whoalldied
without

L3
it |
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without children ; and Sufanush, who was
his favourite, to Dr. John Hall, a phyfician
of good reputation in that county. = Sie lcft
one chile, a davghter, who was ‘married to
Thomas Nath, %fq; and afterwards to Sir
John Bernard, of Abingdon, ‘but deceafed
likewife without iffue. His dramatic Wwritings
were firlt publithed together in folio, in ib23,
by fuinc of the aQors of the different compa-
nies they had been afted in, and perhaps by
other fervants of the theatre into whofe hands
copies might have failen, and fince repuplithed
by Mr. Rowe, Mr, Pope, Mr. Theobald, Sir
Thomas Hanmer, and Mr. Warburten, Ben
Johalon, in his difcoveries, has made 4 fort of
eflay towards the charafer of Shakeipear, [
thall prefent it to the reader in his own words.

“ I remember the players have often
mentioned it as an hounour to Shakefpear,
that, in writing, he never blotted out a
line, My anfwer hath been, would he had
blotted out a thoufand ! which they thought
had been a malevolent fpeech, 1 had not
told poflerity this, bot for their ignorance,
who chufe that circumitance to commend their
friend by, wherein he molt faulted; and w0
Julkify my own charafler {for I loved the man,
and do honour to his memory, on this fide
idelatry, as much as any). He was indeed
hovelt, and of an open free nature, had an ex-
celleat fancy, brave notions, and gentle ex-

* preflions, wherein he flowed with that facility,

that fometimes it was neceffary he fhould be
fopped
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flopped. His wit was in his own power:
would the rule of it had been fo. Many
times he fell into thole things which could not
efcape laughter; as when he faid, in the per-
fon of Cmfar, one fpeaking 1o bim,

¢ Cxfar thou doft me wréng.”
¢ He replied,
¢ Cafar did never wrong, but with jult caufe;”

and many others of the like kind; which were
ridiculous ; but ke redeemed his vices with
his virtues; there was ever more in them to be
praifed, than to be pardened.”  Ben in his con-
verfation with Mr. Drummond of Hawthorn-
den, faid, that Shakefpear wanted ait, and
fometimes fenfe,  The truth is, Ben washim-
felf a better critic than poet; and though he
was ready at difcovering the fanlts of Shakef
pear, yet he was not mafter of {uch a genius
as to rife to his excellencies; and, great as
Johnlon was, he appears not a little tntured
with envy. WNotwithffanding the defeéts of
Shalkefpear, he is juitly elevated above all
other dramatic writers, [If ever any author
deferved the name of original {fays Pope) it
was he: * His poetry was infpiration in-
deed ; he is not fo much an imitator as zn
tnftrument of nature ; and it is not o jull to
fay of him, that he {peaks from her, as that

~ the fpeaks through him. His charaters are -

{fo much nature herfelf, that it is a fort of in-
jury to call them by fo diffant 2 name as co-
pies
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pies of her, The power over our paflions was
likewife never pofleiled in fo eminent a degree,
or difplayed 1n {o many different inftances, nor
was he more a mafler of the great, than of the
ridicalons in human nature, nor only excelled
in the paffions, fince he was full as admirable
in the coolnels of refle@ion and reafoning :
his fentiments are not only in general-the
mofl pertinent and judicious upon every {ub-
Jed, but, by atalent very peculiar, fomething
between penetration and facility, he hits up-
on that particular point, on which the bent
of each argument, or the force of each niotive
depends.”  Qur author’s plays are to be dif-
tinguithed only into comedies and tragedies.
Thofe which are called hiftories and even fome
of his comedies, are really tragedies, with a
mixture of comsdy amongft them, That
way of tragi comedy was the common mif-
take of that age, and is indeed become fo
agreeable to the Englifh tafle, that though the
fevereft critics among us cannot bear it, yet
the generality of our audiences feem better
pleafed with 1t than an exa& tragedy. There
1s certainly a great deal of entertainment in
his comic humours, and a plealing and well
diftinguithed variety in thofe charafters he
thought fit 1o exhibit with, His images are
indeed every where {olively, that the thing he
would reprefent ftands full before you, and
you poﬂég every patt of it; of which this in-
ftance is aftonithing: it is an image of pa-
tience. Speaking of a maid in love, he fab)'hs,
i S g
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¢ She never told her love,
¢ Bur let concealiment, like a worm ’tb’bod,
¢ Feed on her damafk cheek: fhe pin’d in
thought,
¢« And fat like patience en a monument, {mi.
ling at grief,

But what ‘is charaéteriftically the talent of
Shakefpear, and which, pethaps'is the moft
excellent part of thedrama, is the manners of
his perfons, in afting and in fpeaking what is
proper for them, and fit ‘to be thewn by 'the
poet, in making apparent ‘difference betwéen
his charalters, and marking evéry one in'the
firongelt manner. Poets wha have not a little
fucceeded in writing for the ftage, have yet
fallen fhort of their great original, in the ge-
neral power of the drama; none ever found fo
ready a road to the heart; his tender fcenes
are inexpreflibly moving ; and fuch asare meant
to raife terror, are no lefs alarming ; but then,
Shakefpear does not much fhine when he is
confidered by particular paffuges ; he fome-
times debafes the nobleft images in nature, by
expreflions which are too valgar for poetry.
The ingenious author of the Rambler has ob-
ferved that, in the invocationof Macheth, he-
fore he proceeds to the murder of Duncan,
when he thus exprefles himfelf;

« Come thick night

*¢ And veil thee, in the dunneft {poke of hell,

¢ Nor heaven peep through the blanket of
the dark,

“ To cry, hold, held. That
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T'hat the words dunneft, and blanke:, which
are fo common in vulgar mouths, deftroy, in
{ome manner, the grandeur of the image, and
were-two 'words ot “a higher fignification, and
removed above common ufe, put in their place,
i may challenge poetry itfelf to furnifh an
image {o noble. Poets of an inferior clafs,
when confidered by particular paffages, are
excelient, but then their ideas are not o great,
their drama is not fo ftriking, and it is plain
enougl that they poflefs not foyls fo elevated
as Shakefpear’s. * What can be more beauti-
ful than the flowing enchantments of Rowe ;
the delicate and tender touches of Otway and
Southern, or the melting enthufialm of Lee
and Dryden; but yet none of their pieces have
affeCted the human heart like Shakefpear’s,
Bat I cannot conclude the charalter of Shakefe
pear, without taking notice, that, befides the
fuffrage of almoft all wits fince his time in
his favour, he is particularly happy in'that of
Dryden, who had read and fudied him clear-
ly , fometimes borrowed from him, and well
knew where his ftrength Jay. In his prologue

to the Tempelt altered, he has the following
lines:

Shakefpear, who, taught by none, did firft im=
part,
To Fletcher wit, tolab’ring Johnfon, art.
He, monarch like, gave there his fubjedts law,
And is that nature which they paintand draw
Flexcher
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Fletcher reach’d that, which on his heights did

grow,
While Johnion crept, and gather’d all below :
_'This did his love, and this his mirth digeft,
One imitates him moft, the other beft.

If they have fince outwnt all other men,

i *Tis from the drops which fell from Shakei-
pear’s pen.

The ftorm which vanifh’d on the neighb’ring
thore,

1 Was taughtby Shakelpear’sTempeft firft toroar,

: That innocence and beauty which did fmile

!r!‘ In Fletcher, grew ia his inchauted ijle.

1 But Shakelpear’s magic could not copy’d be,

Within that circle none duzft walk but he,

|
e The play’s of this great author, which are
' forty-three in number, are as follows :

1. The Tempeft, a Comedy, alled in the
it Black Fryars, with applaufe,

2. The two Gentlemen of Verona, a Co-
medy, writ at the command of queen Eliza-
Eeth,

3. The Fritand Second parts of king Hen-
ry [V. The charalter of Falitaff in chele
0 plays is juftly eteemed a mafterpiece ; i the
il fecond part is the coronation of king Henry V.
&1 Thofe are feonded upon Englith chronicles.
fit 4. The Merry Wives of Wind{or, a Come-
dy, written at the command of queen Eliza-
beth,

5. Meafure for Mealure, a Comedy; the
{|  plotof this play is taken from Cynthia Ci-
i{ e ralni

6. The
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6. ‘The Comedy of Errors, founded spon
Plautus M#n=chmi,

7. Much a’do About Nothing, a Comedy;
for the plot fee Ariolto’s Orlando Furiofo,

8. Love’s Labour loil, a Comedy.

9. Midfummer Night’s Dream, a Comedy.

1o, The Merchant of Venice, a Tragi-
Comedy,

11. As You Like it, a Comedy.

1z. The Taming of a Shrew, a Comedy-

13. All’s Well that Ends Well.

14. ‘The Twelfth-Night; or, What you
will, a Comedy, In this play there is fome-
thing fingularly ridiculous, in the fantafligal
feward Malvolio ; part of the plot taken from
Plautus Manechmi,

¥5. The Winter’s Tale, a Tragi-Comedy ;
for the plot of this play, confult Doraftus and
Fawnia.

16. The Life and Death of King John, an
hiftorical play.

17, The Life and Death of King Richard I,
a Tragedy,

18, The Life of King Henry V. an hifto-
rical play.

19. The firlt part of King Henry V1. an
hiftorieal play.

20. The fecond part of King Henry VI,
with the death of the good Duke Humphrey.

21. The third partof Henry VI. with the
death of the Duke of York., 'Thefe plays
contain the whole reign of this monarch.

Vo, V, o z2. The
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22. The Life and Death of Richard TIII.
with the Landing of the Earl of Richmond,
and the Batile of Bofworth-field. In thispart
_f: Mr. Garrick was Arft diftinguifhed.
il z3. The famons Hiftory of the Life of
King Henry VIIIL.
24. Trotlus and Creffida, a Tragedy. The
plot from Chaucer.
2¢. Coriolanus, a Tragedy; the flory from
Roman hitory.
26. Tiws Andronicus, a Tragedy,
i 27. Romeo and Juliet, a Tragedy; the
lot from Bandello’s novels. This is per~
Eaps one of the moft affecting plays of Shakef-
pear: it was not long fince afted fourteen
nights together at both houfes, at the famae
time, and it was a few years before revived,
“and afted twelve nights with applaufe, at the
| Little Theatre inthe Hay-tnarket,
{ 28. Timon of Athens, a Tragedy; the
plot from Lucian’s Dialogues.
‘ 2g. fulins Cuefar, a Tragedy,
1 30. The Tragedy of Macbeth; the plot
e from Buchanan, and other Scotch writers,
1; 31. Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, a Tragedy.
18 i 32. King Lear, 2 Tragedy; for the plot,
i | fee Leland and Moomouth.
(it 33. Othello, the Moor of Venice, a Tia-
o gedy; the plot from Cynthio’s Novels,
il @il 14. Anthony and Cleopatra; the Rory
L [ from Plutarch.
i 35. Cymbeline, a Tragedy, the plot from
1o i Boccace's novels. )
H | 36. Pericles
I
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36, Pericles, Prince of Tyre; an hiftorical
lay.
‘ 3):7_ The London Prodigal, a Comedy.

38. The Life and death .of Thommas Lord
Cromwell, the favourite of King Henry VIII,

39. The Hiftory of Sir John Oldcaitle, the
good Lord Cobham, a Tragedy. See Fox’s
Baok of Martyrs.

40, The Puritan ; or, the Widow of Wat.-
ling-fireet, a Comedy.

41. A Yorkihire Tragedy; this is rather
an Interlude, than a Tragedy, being very thort,
and not divided into alls,

42. The Tragedy of Locrine, the eldeft
Son of King Bruins. See the flory in Mil.
ton’s hiftory of England.

Our age, which demonftrates its tafte in
nothing {o truly and juflly, as in the admira-
tion it pays to the works of Shakefpear, has
had the honour of raifing a monument to him
in Weftminfter Abbey; to effe@ which, the
Tragedy of Julins Czxfar was afled at the
theatre royal in Drury-lane, April 28, 1738
and the profits anifing from it depofited in the
hands of the earl of Burlington, Mr, Pope,
Dr. Mead, and others, in order to be lid out
upon the {fame monument. A new vralogue
and epilogue were {poken on that occafion ;
the prologue was written by Benjamin Mar-
tyn, Efg; the epilogne by the honourable
James Noel Efq; and fpoke by Mrs. Porter,
Un Shakefpear’s monument there is a noble

C

2 epitaph,
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epitaph, taken from his own Tempelt, and is
excellently appropriated to him: with thjs let
us clofc his Iife, enly with this obfervalion,
that his works will never be forgot, till that |
epitagh is fulfilled. ——— When, '

‘The cleud capt towers, the gorgeous palaces,
The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf,
And all which it inherit, fhall diflolve,

And, like the bafelefs fabiic of a vifion,
Leave not a wreck behind,

% 2L M
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Tueg LIFE crF
SirRWarTtir RavLEIGH.

trR Warrer Raveren was born in

S the year 1ccz, being delzended of an
ancient family in Devonfhire, aad when but
fourteen, was fent to finith his edocation at the
univerfity of Oxford, where he became a coms=
moner of Oriel College. Here he diflinguithed
him(elf both by the ftiength and vivacity of
his genius, and his application to his findy :
he continued here but threeyears; for in 1560,
being only feventeen years old, he was one of
the troop of an hundred gentiemen volunteers,
whom queen Elizabeth permitted Henry
Champernon to tran(port into France for the
fervice of the protefant princes. Mr, Raleigh
had here a good opportunity of acquiring ex-
perience in the art of war, and improving
himfelf in the knowledge of the languages,
and of men; he did not return till the end
of the year ‘1575, baving fpent fix years in
France,

_The a&tivity of his temper did not {uffer
him to reft long at home, for he went into the
fervice of the prince of Orange againft the
Spaniards, in 1578,

C 3 Soan
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Soon after this he had an opportunity of
trying his fortune at fea 3 his halt brother, Sir
Humphry Gilbert, having obtained a patent
to plant and inhabit fome northern parts of
America, unpofleffed by any pecple in alli-
ance with the queen of England, Mr. Raleigh
engagred with a confiderable number of gen-
tlemen in an expedition to Newfoundland ;
hut this proved unfuccefsful, for divifions ari-
fing among the volunteers, Sir Humphry, the
general, was in 1579, obliged to fet fa:l with
only a few of his triends ; and, after variety of
misfortunes at fea, returned with the lofs of
one of his {hips in an engagement with the
Spaniards, in which Mr. Raleigh was expofed
to great danger.

‘The next year, 1580, upon the defcent of
the Spanith and Iialian forces into Ireland,
under the pope’s banner, for the fupport of
the Defmonds in the rebellion in Muniler,
he obtained a captain’s commiflion ; where,
under the command ¢f Thomas earl of Qr-
mond, governor of Munfter, he furprifed the
Isith Kerns at Rakele, and haviag enclofed
them, took every rebel upon the {pot ; among
them was one loaded with withies, who being
afked, What he intended to have done with
them ? holdly anfwered, Te have hung up
the Englith churls ; upon which captain Ra-
leigh ordered him to be hanged immediately.
He affifted likewife at the fiege of Fort Del
Oore, which the Spanith {uccours under San

Jofepho
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Jofepho their commander, affitted by their
Irith confederates, had raifed and fortified as
a place of retreat. The lord-deputy himfelf
befieged this fort by tand, Sir Wilham Win-
ter, the admiral, attacked it by fea, and cap-
tain Raleigh commanded in the trenches ; it
was, however, on the ninth of November 189,
obliged to furrender at diferction ; when, by
order of the lord-deputy, the greateft part of
the garrifon were put to the fword, the execu-
tion of which fell to the fhare of the captains
Raleigh and Mackworth, who firlt entered
the caitle,

During the winter of this year, captain Ra-
leigh had his quarters afligned him at Cork ;
when obferving the feditious pradtices of
David lord Barry, and other ringleaders of
the rebellion in thofe parts, to diltrefs the
peaceable, and to excite the difaffected to an
infurre@ion, he took a journey to Dublin, and
remonltrated to the lord-deputy the dange-
rous confequences of thefe praflices, in fo
ftrong a manner, that his lordhip gave him
full commiffion to feize the lands of lord Bar-
ry, toreduce him to peace and fubjetion, by
fuch means as he fhould think proper; for
which purpofe he was furnithed with a party
of horfe : but during this interval, that lord
himfelf burnt the caftle to the ground, though
it was his principal feat, and laid walte the
country round it with greater outrage and de-
ftruélion, than even the ztal of, his enemies
would have extended to.

C e Captain
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Captain Raliegh in his return to Cork, was
attacked by Fitz Edmonds, an old rebél of
Barry’s fadtion, at a fort between Youghal
and Cork; he was infedor to Fitz-Edmonds
in number; yet he forced his way throngh the
enemy, and got over the river; but a gentle-
man of his company being by fome accident
thrown in the middle, between the fear of
drowning and being taken, called ont to the
ciprain for help; whe, though he had efcaped
Borh dangers, yvet ventured into them again
te refcae his campaniorn, who in the hafte and
cenfufion of remounting, over-leaped his hotfe,
and fell down on the other fide itto a d=ep
mire, where he mult have been fuffocated,
if the hunane Raleigh had not recovered him
a fecond time, and brought him to land. He
riow waired on the oppofite bank, with a ftaff
in one hand and a piitol in the other, for the
reit of his cainpany who were yet to crofs the
river; but though Fitz-Edmondshad gotarecruie
cf twelve men, yet finding captain Raleigh
ftud bis ground, only exchanged a few rough
words with him and retired,

fn 1581, the ewrl of Ormond poing to.
England, his povernment of Munfter was
given o captain Raleigh, in commiffion with
Sir William Morgan and captain peers. Ra-
2igh refided for fome time at Lifmore; but
afterwards, returning with his licle band of
¢ighty foot and eight horfe, to his old quar-
ters a: Cork, lie received intelligence that Bar.
ry was 3t Clove with feveral handred mer:‘:

: he
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he refolved to pafs through that town, and
offer him combat; and accordingly at the
town’s end met Barry wich his forces, whom
he charged with prodigious Bravery, and put-
to flight ; as he purfued his journey, he over-
took another company of the enemy in a plain
by a'wood fide, whom be likewife attacked,
though he had only fix horfemen with him,
expeéting probably that his company would
foon join him. But the rebels, who had great-
ly the advantage of numbers, being ‘cut off
from the wood, and having no other relief,
faced about, and fought very defperately,
killing five of the herfes belonging to Raleigh’s
company, and amonglt thefe his own ; and he
was in extreme danger himfelf of bzing over-
powered by numbers, if his fervant Nicholas
Wright had not interpofed ; who perceiving
his mafter’s horfe mortally wannded with darts,
encountered fix of. the enemy at once, and
killed ‘one of them ; while Patric Fagaw ref-
cued Raleigh, after it had been unfuccefsfully
attempted by James Fitz-Richard, who was
thea ready to perifly; which Raleigh feeing,
wonld not now fuffer Wrightto fight By him any
lotiper; but ordered hini to affift Firz-Richard,
which he immediately did, by rofhiug into the
thiong of the enemy, and di{patching him who
preffed wpon Firz-Richard, refcuing the lareer
trom the moft imminent danger. In this fharp
kirmith many of the reblels perithed; and twe:
were tirried prifoners o Cork,.where Raleigh:
pestormed. Geveral'other fervices, il the rebels.

2 C s being.
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being reduced, he returned te England, whera
his eminent accomplifhments foon introduced
him to the notice of the court, and her ma-
Jjeity’s favour. In February 1581-2, he was
one of thofe perfons of diftinftion, who by the
queen’s command accompanied the duke of
Anjou to the Netherlands; and in 1582, on
his retarn, brought letters from the prince of
Orange to her majefty, In 1583, he engaged
in 2 fecond expedition with "his brother Sit
Humphry Gilbert, to Newfoundland ; but
baving been two or three days at fea, a con-
tagious diftemper feized his whole crew, and
he was cobliged to retarn to port; however,
by this accident, he efcaped the misfortunes
of that expedition, in which Sir Huamphry,
after having taken pofleflion of Newfound-
land in the right of the crown of England, in
his return home, wnfortunately perithed : but
ill foccefs could not divert Raleigh from a
{fcheme, which he thought was of fuch im-
portance to his country ; he therefore drew up
an account of its advantages, and laid it be-
fore the queen and council, who were fo well
fatisfied with it, that her majefty granted him
letters'patent in favour of his proje& ; * con-
taining free liberty to difcover fuch remote
keathenith and barbarous lands, as were not
attually pofiefied by any Chriftian, or inhabited
by Chriftian people.”

Immediatety upon this grant, captain Ra-
leigh fitted out two vefiels, which reached the
gulf of Florida the fecond of July :  they

failed
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faited along the thore about one hundred and
twenty miles, and at lait debarked, on a low
land, which proved to be an iftand called
Wokaken. After taking a formal pefleifion
of this country in the name of the gqueen, he
«carried on a friendly correfpondence with the
patives, who fupplied them with provifions,
and gave them furs and deer fkins in ex-
change for trifles ; thus encouraged, eight of
their crew went twenty miles up the river
QOccam, and next day came to an ifland called
Roanok, the refidence of the Indian chief,
whoie houfe was built of cedar, and fortibed
round with fharp pieces of timber. His wife
came out to them, and ordered her people to
carry them from the boat on their backs, and
fhewed them many civilities to exprefs her
friendly intentions towards them, in the ab-
fence of her hufband. After having gained
the beft information they could of the firength
of the Indian nations, and of their connetions,
alliances, and consefts with each other, they
returned to England, and made fuch ap ad-
vantageons report of the fertility of the foil,
and healthfulnefs of the climate, that the queen
favoured the defign of fertling a colony in that
country, to which fhe gave the name of Vir-
ginia,

About twe months alter captain Raleigh's
return, he was chofen knight of the fhire for
his own county of Devon, aund the fame fei-
fion received the honour of knighthood, a
diftinltion the more honourable to him, as

L6 the
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the queen was cxtremely cautious and frugal’
in bellowing of honcurs; {he at the fame
time granted him a patent to licence the vand-
ing of wines throughout the kingdom ; which:
was, in all probability, a very lucrative ane,

Sir Weiter was fo intent upon planting his
new colony in Virginia, that, in 158¢, he
fent cut a fleetof feven fail, under the com-
mard of ‘his ceefin, Sir Richard Grénvile,
general of the expedition, who canie to an
anchor at Wokoken, from whence they fent
their compliments to king Wingina, at Roa-
nok 3 after which the general, and a feleft
company, vifited many [ndian towns, at one
of which the Indians having flolen a filver
cup, the Englifh burnt the town, and de-
troycd the carn fields. An a&t which they had
zfterwards fufficient reafon to repent, The
several at lalt returning 1o his fleet, thought
ot to weigh anchor, and fet fail for Ergiand ;
when he took in his paflage a Spanith prize
worth fifty thoufand pounds, with which they
arrived at Plymouth ; having left behind, in-
Virginia, one hundred and feven perfons.

The Spanifh prize above-mentioned was not:
the only circumitance of good fortune which
happened to Sir Walter this year ; tité rebel-
lion in lreland being now totally fuppreffed,.
ker majelty granted him twelve thoufand acres
of the forfeited lands ; and this great eftate
he planted at bis own expence.

Sir Walter, encouraged by thia neble grant,.
fitted cut 2 thisd flectfor Virginia; where the:

colony..
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colony, having fuffered great dittrefles, had
procured. a paflage into England from Sir
Francis Drake, who had vifited it in his re-
turn from his conqueft of St, Doming{i, Car-
thagena, and St. Augultine. Raleigh had, in
the fpring of that year, fent a thip of one hun-
dred tors for the fuccour of that colony; but
not arriving before the people had left rhat
country,. fhe returned with all her lading 1o
England.

About fifteen days after, Sir Richard Grens
ville arrived at Virginia with three thips more,
well ftored, for the company of planters which
he had left there in 158 ; but, fnding neither
them, nor the laft-mentianed thip, Sir Ri-
chard, unwilling to lofe the pofieflion of fo
fine a country, landed ffteen men on the
ifland'of Roznok, leaving them: provifion for
two years, fet fail for England, and, in his
return, took fome Spanifh prizes.

The latter end of the year 1586, her ma.
jefty made Sir Walter Ralcigh fenefchall of the-
duties of Cornwall and Exeter, and lord war-
den of the flannaries in Devonfhire and Cornt
wall; buc thefe preferments expofed him to
the envy of thofe who were ‘mach his iaferiors
in merit; and even the earl of Letcefter,
wha had once been his friend, grew jealods.
of him, and fet up, in oppofition to him, his
nephew, the young earl of Effex ; but neither
the factions of ‘the court, ner the afperfions of
the people; whom Raleigh could never conde-

feend:
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fcend to court, could deter him from attending
the duties of his feveial employments.

In the year 1487, Raleigh prepared a new
colony of one hundred and %fty men for Vir-
ginia ; appointing Mr. John White governor,
and with him twelve affiftants; and incorpo-
rated them by the nzme of the povernar and
afiltants of the city of Raleigh ir Virginia.

On their arrival at Hattarafs, the governor
dilpatched a frong party to Roanok, expedl-
ing to find the fifteen men that were left there 3
but they Jought them in vain. They after-
wards found that feveral of them had been
mutdered by the favages, and the reft driven
to a remote part of the country. This new
colony having entered into an aliiance with
the natives, confidered that they fhould want
freth fupplies of provifions; and, wanting an
agent to go to England, prevailed on their go-
vernor to undertake that office, who re-
turned with his fhips in the latter end of the
year.

Sir Walter, foliicitous for the fafety of the
calony, prepared a fleet to aflit them; but
the apprehenfions of the nation of an inva- °
fion from Spain, in 1588, prevented their
failing ; fo that governor White could onl
obtain two {mal} pinnaces, which had the mi[{
fortune to be fo thoroughly rifled by the ene-
my, .that they were obliged to return back
without performing the voyage, to the diftrefs
of the planters abroad, and the regret of their
patron at heme,

About
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About this time, he was advanced to the
poft of captain of her majefty’s guard, and was
one of the council of war appointed to condi-
der of the moft effedtual methods for the feca-
rity of the naton; upon which occafion he
drew up a fcheme which is a proof of his
judgment and abilities. But he did not con-
fine himfelf to the mere office of giving ad-
vice ; he raifed and difciplined the milica of
Cornwall ; and, having petformed all pofible
fervices at land, joined the flcet with a fqua-
dron of volunteers, and had a canfidera.
ble fhare in the total defeat of the Spanifh ar-
mada; when his merit, upon f{o important
a crifis, juftly raifed him ftill higher in the
queen's favour, who now made him gentleman
of her privy-chamber, and granted him fome
additional advantages to his wine office,

Don Aatonio, king of Portugal, being ex-
pelled from his dominions by Philip 1. of
Spain, queen Elizabeth contributed fix men of
war, and threefcore thoufand pounds, in or.
der to reintate him, and encouraged her fub-
jeéts to concur in that defign. Sir Walter Ra-
leigh, with Sir Francis Drake, and Sir John
Norris, accompanied that prince to Portugal ;
and, in this expedition, tock a great number
of hulks belonging to the Hans-towns, laden
with Spanith goods, provifions, and ammuni-
tion, for a2 new invafion of England : and his
condat in the whole affair was fo pleafing to
her majefty, that the honoured him, as well
as the other commanders, with agold chain.

In
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In his retern home, he touched on the coaft
of Ireland : here he vifited Spencer, the pozt,
who ntentions the circumitance of this vifit in
& paltoral, entitled, Collin Clout’s come home
again.  And this poet he brought with him to
England. and intreduced him to the queen.
But this is not to be wondered zt, fince Raleigh
himfelf had an excellent genius, as well as
taite for poetry.

Raleigh had now formed a defign againtt the
Spaniards in the Wefl.-Indies, in order to in-
tercept the plate.fleet, and fitted out a mari-
time force for that purpofe, confifting of
thirteen thips of his ows and fellow-adventu-
rers 5 to which the queen added two men of
war, the Garland and Forefight, giviig him a
commiflion as general of the fleet, the poft of
lieutenant-general being conferred on Sir John
Bu:rgh,

He fet {ail in Febraary, 1561-2 ; but the
winds proved {o contrary, that he could not
leave the coall of England till the fixth of
May ; and the next day Sir Martin Forbifher
followed and overtook him with the queen’s
fetters to recall him ; but,. imagining his ho-
nour engaged in the undertaking, he purfued
his courle, though he was informed that the
king of 8pain had ordered that no (hips fhould
fail that year, nor any treafure be brought
from the Weft-Indies. ~ Rut, on the eleventh
of May, meeting with a florm off Cape Fini-
fterre, he divided his fleet in:o two {guadrans,.
sommitting one to. Sir Tohn Bargh, and e

ather
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ether to Sir Martin Forbifher, with orders
to the latter to lie off the fouth cape, to keep
in and terify the Spaniards on their coafts,
- while the former lay at the Azores for the
caracs from the Eaft-Indies,

The fuccefs of thefe direftions was anfwer.
able to the excellent judgment that formed
them ; for the Spanifh admiral, colleting his
whole naval power to watch Forbifher, loft
the caracs anguarded, and the Madre d2 Dios,
then efteemed the richeft prize ever brought to
England, was feized by Sir John Burgh.

But, in the heighth of Sir Walter Raleigh’s
favour with the queen, he fell under her ma-
Jefty’s difpleafure for heing in love with the
daughter of Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, one
of the queen’s maids of honour ; and the
confequence of the amour difcovering the in-
trigue, her majefty ordered him to be confined
for feveral months, and difmiffed the Indy:
from her attendance ; to whom he afterwards
made the moft honourable reparation he could,
by marriage ; in which they were both exam-
ples of conjugal affeétion and fidelity.

While Sir Walter Raleigh was under her
majelty’s difpleafure, he projefted the difco-
very of the extenfive empire of Guiana, in
South-America, which the Spaniards had then
only vifited, and to this day have never con-
quered.  Sir Walter having provided a fqua-
dron of fhips, at a very great expence, the
lord high-admiral Howard, and Sir R(_(:Jbe‘;t'

ecil,
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i Cecil, conceived fo pood an opinion of the
' defign, that they both concuired in it.

He f{et fzil on the twenty fixth of February,
1594-5, and arrived at the ifle of Trinidad on
the twenty-fecond of March; where he made
himfelf mafter of St. Jofeph, a fmall city, and
made the Spanith governor prifoner. FKe
then, leaving his fhips at Curiapan, with an
hundred men, in feveral tittle barks {ailed four
hundred miles up the river Oronogue, in fearch
of (Guiana j but the heat of the weather, and
the torrents, obliged him to return ; which he
did the larter end of the fummer, 1¢gs.

, In the year following, he was fo far reftored
to favour, that he was engaged in the import-
ant expedition to Cadiz; wherein the earl of
Effex, and the lord high-admiral Howard,
were joint commanders. On the twentieth of
June they arrived before Cadiz. The lord
(| high-admiral was of opinion that the land-
i forces fhould attack the town firlt, that the
fleet might not be expofed to the fire of the
thips, of the city, and forts adjacent; and the

i council of war concurred in this opinion : but,

as the ear! of Effex was putting his men into

boats, in order to land them, Sir Walter, not

15 happening to have been prefent at the conncil
! of war, went dire@ly to the earl, and offered
i {uch convincing reafons againft it, 2nd for their
i firlt falling upon the gaileons, and fhips in
il the harbours, that the eart faw the necefiity of

’ altericg his [cheme, and defired Sir Walter to
il difluade
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diffuade the admiral from that of landing.
He did fo, the admiral was convinced ; and,
by Sir Walter’s advice, deferred the attack
till the next day,

For the particulars of this attack, in which
Sir Walter Raleigh diflinguithed himfelf by
his bravery and his prodence, and which was
attended with foch wonderful fuccefs, we muit
refer our readers o Mr, Birch’s account of it.
It is {ufficient for us to fay, that the city was
tzken and plundered ; many of the principal
fhips belonging to the Spaniards were run
afhore ; and the galleons, with all their trea-
fure, burnt, to prevent their faliing into che
hands of the Englith.

Sir Walter continued in this flate of banifh-
ment from the queen till 1597, and then was
reftored to favour, and performed feveral other
fignal fervices. In 16ci he attended the
queen 1n her progrefs : but the death of this
princefs proved a great misfortune ta Sir Wal-
ter; for her fucceffor king James [. had been
greatly prejudiced againit him by the earl of
Effex; yet he did not difcover his diflike for
fome time, but treated him with great kind-
nefls: however, his majelly’s pacific geniug
could not relith z man of fo martial a {pirit.
He had not been long upon the throne before
Sir Walter was difmiffed from his poft of cap-
tain of the guards; and, foon after, was
charged with being engaged in a plot againft
the King, and with carrying on a fecret cor-
tefpondence with the king of Spain; but vo

clear
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clear evidence has yet been produced of his
having any concern in it, though he was
brought in guoilty, and fentenced to die.  As
to the trial, we refer our readers to the parti-
cular account given by our author, and fhall
only add, that it appeared to Sir John Haws,
follicitor-general to king William, in fo bad
a light, that ‘he pronounces it very irvegular
throughout, and that the accufations did not
amount toategal proof, * I would know, fays he,
by what law is the depofition of a perion who
might be brought face to face to the prifoner,
read as evidence 2 I would know by what
law it is {crbidden that the accufer thould be
brought face to face to the acculed ? I would
know by what law Brook’s depofition of what
the lord Cobham told bim of Raleigh was evi-
dence againlt Raleigh ? I would know by what
law the ftory Dyer told of what an enknown
man faid te him ar Lifbon of Don Raleigh,
was evidence againlt Raleigh 7 T wouid know
by what ftatute the ftatutes of the 25th of Ed-
ward [if, and sthof Edward V1. were repealed.*

Sir Walter, not long after his confinement in

~ the Tower, unon the unwearied follicitations

of his lady, who petitioned the king that fhe
might be prifoner with him, was allowed the
confolation of her company, and his younger
fon Carew was born there in 1604.

The February following his majefty made him
a grant of his forfeited eftate, for the benefit
of his wife and children ; bat this was oaly
for his own life, for he had, on his refolving
to accept of a challenge from Sic Amias Pref-

ton
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ton fome years before, made it over to his
eldeft fon. Bo: he did not long enjoy it ; for
Car, the king’s new favourite, having no for.
tune of his own, looking out for one, difco-
vered a flaw in the conveyance, upon which
an information, being exhibited in the exche.

uer, judgment was given for the crown, and
herborne, and other of his eftates, were given
to Car in 1609, the king being inflexible to al}
the petitions of the lady Raleigh for herfelf
and her children.

This great man Toftened the rigours of his
long confinement in an application to various
kinds of ftudies. And though he had the
queen’s protection, and prince Henry for his
patron, during the heipht of the ear] of So.
merfet’s favour, yet he could not obtain his
Liberty till after the condemnation of that fa-
vourite for the murder of Sir Thomas Over.
bury: bot at latt, by means of fifteen hundred
pounds given to a relation of the nevw favourite
Sir Georgc Villers, he procured his liberty,
after above twelve years confinement in the
Tower,

Sir Walter being now at large, had the
means of prefecuting his old fcheme of Gui-
ana, and his majefty granted him a patent for
that purpofe, at leaft under the privy.feal, if
not under the grear feal of England; which

ir Francis Bacon, on being applied to, affured
M, was a fufficient pardon for all that was
paft, as the king had made him admiral of his

fleex,
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fleet, and given hini the power of martial law
over his afficers and foldiers.

The whole expence of this expedition was
defrayed by Sir Walter Raleigh and his friends.
In their paflage, they met with various difap-
pointments; however, in November, they
came in fight of Guiana, and anchored five
degrees off the river Caliana.

Here Raleigh was received with the at-
matt joy by the Indians, who offered him the
fovereignty of the country, which he declined.
His extreme ficknels preventing his attempting
the difcovery of the mines in perfon, he de-
puted captain Keymis to that {ervice, ordering
five fhips to fail into the river Oronoque; but,
three weeks after, landing by night nearer a
Spanith town than they expefled, they were
fet vpon by the Spanith troops, who were
fore-armed for their coming,

This unexpefled attack foon threw ‘them
inta confufony and, bad not fome of the
leaders animated the relt, they had all been
cat to pieces 1 but the others, by their exam-
ple, foon rallying, they made fuch a vigorous
oppofition, that they forced the Spaniards to
retreat.

In the warmth of the purfuit, the Englith
found themielves at the Spanith town before
they knew where they were. Here the battle
was renewed, and they were aflaulted by the
governor him{el, and four or five captains, at
the head of their companies, when captain Ra-

jeigh,
Z
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leigh, the eldeft fon of Sir Walter, hurried on
by the heat and impatience of youth, not
waiting for the mufketeers, ruthed forward, at
the head of a company of pikes, and, having
killed one of the Spanifh captains, was fhot
by another ; but, prefling ftill forward with
his fword, upon the captain who had fhot
him, the Spaniard, with the butt end of his
mufket, felted him to the ground, and put an
end to his life; when his ferjeant immediately
thruft the Spanilh captain through the body
with his halbert. ‘T'wo other captains, and the
governor himfelf, fell in this engagement,

The Spanilh leaders being all thus dif-
patched, the reft fled; fome took thelter
about the market-place, from whence they
killed and wounded the Englith at pleafure ;
fo that there was no way lefc for fafety bat by
firing the town, and driving the enemy to the
woods and mountains.

Captain Keymis had now an oppoertunicy
of vifiting the mine, which he attempted with
captain Thorohurft, Mr. W. Herbert, Sir
Jehn Hamden, and others ; baut, spon their
falling into an ambuefcade, in which they loft
many of their men, they retusned to Sir Wal-
ter, without difcovering the mine, alledging
the reafon mentioned above,

As fome mitigation of theirill fuccefs, and
as an inducement to further hopes, Keymis
produced two ingots of gold, which they had
found in the town, together with a large quan-
tity of papers found 1o the governor's ftudy,

Among .
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Among thefe were four letters, which difco-
vered not only Raleigh's whale enterprize to
have been betrayed, but his life hereby put
into the power of the Spaniards. Thefe let-
ters alfo difcovered the preparations made by
the Spaniards to receive Raleigh,

To the jult indignation which he conceived
upon this occafion, was added the mertifica-
tion of finding that Keymis had made no trial
of the mine. He reproached that captain with
having undone him, and wounded his credit
with the king paft recovery. This affefted
Keymis fo fenfibly, that he retired to his cab-
bin, where he fhot himfelf; but, finding the
wound not mortal, he difpatched himfelf with
a knife, which he thruil into his heare,

The ill ftate of Sir Walter’s health would
pot {uffer him to repair Keymis’s negle&t. He
was incapable of fuch a voyage, and, at the
fame time, was in continual apprehenfion of
being attacked by the Spanifh armada, fent
vut on purpofe to lay wait for and deftroy hims
but the enemy miffed him, by flaying in the
wrong place.

On Sir Walter’s return home, he found
that king James had publifhed a proclamation
declaring his deteftation of bis condu&, zf-
ferting that his majefty had, by exprefs li-
mitation, reftrained and forbid Raleigh, from
atempting any aét of hoilility againft his
dear brother of Spain; yet it is evident, that
the commiflion ¢ontained no fuch limitation.

This
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This proclamation, however, did not deter
Sir Walter from landing, who 1elohed 1o
furrender himfelf into the king's hands, to
wihom he wrote a letter in defence of himfelf,
He was feized on the road to London, and re-
turned with the officers to Plymouh,

On the feventh of Augult, he arrived at
London, where he was permitted the confine-
ment of his own houfe ; but having good rea-
fon not to trult himfclf to the mercy of the
court, he formed a dcfign to efcape into
France ; which being difcovered, he was
feized in a boat below Woolwich, and was,
con the tenth of Augult, committed o the
Tower,

His death was now abfolutely determined,
¥et it was not cafy to find a method 10 com-
pals it, fince his conduétin his luce expedi-
uon, could not be fretched in law to f{uch a
fentence ;. it was refolved therefore to facrifice
him to Spain, in 2 manner that has jultly ex-
pofcd the court to the abharrence of all fyc-
ceeding ages, by calling him down to Judg-
mment on his former fentence, pafled fftecn
years before. Thus, by a ftrange contariety of
proceedings, he, who had been condemned
for being 2 friend to the Spaniards, now loft
his life for being their enemy.

In confequence of this refolution, he, hav-
ing the day before received notice to prepare
himie!f for death, was, on the wwenty-eighth
of O&aber, taken oat of his bed, in the
hot fit af an ague, and carried to the King’s

Vo V. D Bercl
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Rench bar, at Weftminfler, where the chief.
juftice” ordered the record of his convictiog
and judgment in 1603, 1o be read 3 and thep
demanded, What he had to offer why execa.
tion fhould not be awarded againfthim? Ta
this Sir Walter pleaded his commiffion for
his lat voyage, which implied a reftoring hife
to him, by giving him power, as marfhal, on
the life and death of others. He then began
to jultify his conduét in that voyage ; but the
court refufed to hear him, and he was ordered
for exccution the next day. He then defired
he might not be cut off fo fuddenly, calling
upon God to be his judge, before whom he
fhould fhortly appear, That he was never dif-
loyal to his majefty, ¢ which I will jaftify,”
faid he, ¢ where 1 fhall not fear the face of
any king on earth.”

The fame day a warrant for his execuation
was produced, thopgh his majefty was retired
into the country. $ir Walter eat his breakfalt
heartily that morning, {moaked his pipe, and
made no more of death than if he had been
to take a journey, when, being condudlted to
the old palace-yard, Weltminiler, with 3
chearful countenance he faluted the lords,
knights, and gentlemen there prefent. After
which a proclamation was made for filence,
and he addrefied himfelf to fpeak in this man.
ner.

« T defice to be borne withal, for this is the
third day of my fever ; and, if I fhall thew

any weaknefs, I befeech you to' attribute it to
my
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my malady, for this is the hour in which it is
wont to come.”

Then paufing a while, he fat, and direfted
himielf towards a window, where the lords of
Arundel, Northampton, and Doncalter, with
fome other lords and knights, far, and fpoke
as followeth ;

¢t I thank God, of his infinite goodnels,
that he hath brought me to die in the light,
and not in darknefs.” But, by reafon that
the place where the lords, &c. fat, was fome
diftance from the feaffold, that he perceived
they could not well hear him, he fad, <1
will firain my voice, for I would willinglyhave
your honours hear me.”

But lord Arundel faid, ¢ Nay, we will
rather come down to the fcaffold;” which
he and fome others did. Where being come,
he faluted them feverally, and then began again
to[peak as followeth.

v As 1 faid, Ithank God heartily, that he
hath brought me into the light to die ; and,
that he hath not fuffered meto die in the dark
prifon of the Tower, where I have fuffercd a

reat-deal of mifery and cruel ficknefs 5 and,
I thank God that my fever hath not taken me
at this time, as I prayed to God it might
not. ’_T‘hcre are two main points of {ulpicion
that his majefty, as I hear, hath conceived
agzinft me.. To refolve your lordthips wherein
his majelty cannot be fatisfied, which I defire

to clear, and to sefolve your Jordihip’s of =
D2 ¢ One
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¢ One is, That his majefty hath been in-
formed, that I have often had plots with
¥rance ; and his majelty hath good reafon to
induce him thereunto. Que reafon that his
majefty had to conjefure fo, was, that, when
I came back from Guiana, being come to
Plymouth, | endeavoured to go ina bark te
Rochel ; which was, for that I would have
made my peace before I had come to Eng-
land.

« Another reafon was, That, upon my
flight, I did intend to fly into France, for the
faving of myfelf, having had fome terror from
above.

¢ A third reafon, that his majefty had
peafon to fufpeét, was, The French agent’s
coming to me. Beiides, it was reported, that
1 had a commiflion from the French king at
my going forth, Thefe are the reafons that
his majeity had, as 1am informed, to fufpect
me,

«« Bur this I fay, for a man to call God to
witnefs to 2 falfhood at the hour of death, is
far more grievous and impioas ; and that a
man that lo doth cannot have falvation, for
be hath no time for repentance. Then what
fhall I expe@, that am going inftantly to
render np my account? 1 do therefore call
God to witnefs, as I hope to be faved, and as
I hope to fee him in hus kingdom, which I
hope T fhall within this quarter of this hour,
I never had any commiflion from the French

; king,
2
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w the French king’s hand-

Ling, nor ever fa
neither knew [ that

writing in all my lite 5
there was a French agent, nor what he was,
(i1l I met him in my galiery, at my lodying,
palooked for. I I@eak not true, O Lord,
let me never enter into thy kingdon.

« The fecond fufpicion was, That his ma-
jelty had been informed, that [ thould (peak
Jsthonourably and difloyally of my fovercign ;
but my scculer was 2 bafe Frenchman, and a
rannagate fellow ; one that hath na dwelling ;
d of chymical fellow ; one that | knew
to be perfidious : for, being by him drawn
into the adion of feaiing mylfelf at Winchel-
ter, in which T confefs my hand was rouched,
he, being fivorn to fecrefy over-night, revealed
it the next morning.

«s But this I {peak now, what b
with kings ¢ I have nothing to do with them,
peither do I fear them ; I have only now to
do with my God, in whofe prelence I ftand ;
therefore to tell a lie, were it to gain the
king's favour, were vain.  Therefore, as [
hope to be faved at the lat judgment-day, I
never {poke difloyally, or dithenefily, of his
majefty in all my life ; and therefore b cannoe
but think it ftrange that that French-man, be-
ing fo hafe and mean a fellow, fhouald be {n
far credited as he bath been. T have dealt
truly, as 1 hepe to be faved ; and I hope [
f}:‘all be believed. T confefs [ did atempt to
efcape ; I cannot excufe if, but it was only
10 fave my life. And 1 do likewile confufs,

D3 that
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that I did feign myfelf to te il difpofed and
fick at Salifbury ; but 1 hope it was no fin,
for the prophet David did make himfelf a
fool, and fuffered {pitele to fall down upon
his beard, tw cfcape from the hands of his
enemies, and it was not imputed unto him :
fo, what [ did, I intended noill, but to gain
and prolong time until his majelly came,
hopingr for fome commiferation from him.
But I forgive this French-man, and Sir Lewis
Stewkeley, with all my beart; for I have re-
ecived the (acrament this morning of Mr.
dean of Wellminfter, and [ have forgiven all
men; but, that they are perfidions, 1 am bound,
in charity to {peak, that all men may take
heed of them.
¢ Sir Lewis Stewkeley, my keeper and
kinfman, hath zirmed that T thovld tell him,,
that my lord Carew, and my lord of Doncafter
here, did advife me to efeape; but I protef,
before God, §ngever told him any fuch thing;
neither did the lords advife me to any fuch
matter ; neither is it likely that I fhould tell
him any foch thing of two privy-counfellors ;
sicither had | any reafon to te}l him, or he to
report it fer itds well known, he left me Ax,
jeven, eight, nine, end ten days together
alone, to go whither I lifted, whilft he rode
himfelt about the coantry.
¢ He further accufed me, that T thould thew
Lim a letter, whereby I did fignily unto him,,
that I would give him ten theufand pounds
tor my eftape ; but Geod caft my foul inta
] everlaft.
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everlalling fre, if T made any fuch proffer of’
ten thoufaud pounds, or one thoufind ; bar,
indeed, I fhewed lim a leiter, that, if he
would go with e, there fhould be order
taken for his debts when he was pone; nei-
ther had I ten thonfand poands to give iy 3
for, if I had had fo much, [ conld have mate
my peace with it betics another way than in
giving it to Stewkeley.

v Further, when | came to Sir Edward
FPelliam’s houfe, who had been a follower ef
mine, and who gave me goed entertainment,
he gave ont, that I had received fome dram
of puifon; when I anfwered him, that I
feared no fuch thing, for I was well aflared
of them in the houfe, and therefore wilhed
him to have no fuch thought. Now God for-
give him, for I do; and [ deflire God 1o fora
give him. [ will notonly fay, Gedis a God
af revenge ; bot I defire God ta forgive him,
as I do defire 10 be forgiven of God,”

Then looking over his note .of remem-
brance, ** Well,” faid he, *¢ thus far have I
gone; a little more, alinle more, and I will
have dore by and by.

¢« Tt was teld the king that I was brought
per force into England, and thar T did not
intend to come again ; but Sir Charles Parker,
Mr. Trefbam, Mr. Leake, and divers know
how I was dealt withal by the common foldi-
ers, which were one handred and iifiy in numn-
ber, who mutinied, and {ent for me to come

Dy into
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into the thip to them, forunto me they would
reot come ; and there [ was forced to take an
cath that § would not po into Fupland il
that they would have me; etherwile ey
would* have calt me into the {=a; and there-
withall they drove me into my cabbin, and
bent all their forces againft me.

¢t Now, after | had taken this nath, with
wine and other things, fuch as I had about
me, I drew {ome of the chiefeil to defift from
their purpofes; and, at length, [ perfuadcd
them fo go into Ireland 5 which they were
willing unt, and would have gene into the
nosth parts of Ireland ; which I difluaded
them from. and told them that they were
Red-Shanks that inhabited there; and with
much ado I perfuaded them to go into the
fouth parts of Ireland, promifing them to get
their pardons, and was forced to give them one
hunired and twenty-five pounds at Kinfale, o
bring them home, otherwife I had nsver got
from them.

¢¢ T hear likewife there was a report that I
meant not to go to Guiana at all, and thar I
knew not of any mine, nor intended any
fuch thing or matter, but only to get my li-
berty, which I had not the wit o keep.

+ But [ proteit it was my full intent, and
for gold ; for gold, for the benefit of his ma-
jelty and myfelf, and of thole that ventured
and went with me, with the reflt of my coun-
trymen ; but he that knew the head of the

ming
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mine would not difeover it, when he faw my
fon was {lain, but made away himfelf,"”

Then turning to the earl of ruudel, ke
faid, * My lord, being in the gallery of nmy
fhip, at my departure, I remember your ho-
nour took me by the hand, and faid, Yon
would requeft one thing of me; which was,
That, whether I made a goad voyage or a
bad, I fhould not fail but to return again into
England ; which I then promifed you, and
gave you my faith I would ; and fo ] have,”
To which my lord anfwered, ¢ Jt 15 troe, T
do very well remember it, they were the very
laft werds 1 fpake uato you.”

« Another lander was ratfed of me, That |
would have gone away from them, and left
them at Guiana, But there was a-great many
worthy men that accompanied me always ;
as my ferjeant-major, George Raleigh, and
divers others, which knew my intent was no-
thing {o.
< Another opinion was held of me, that 1
carried with me to fea fixteen thoufand pieces,
and that was all the voyage I intended, only
to get money into my hands, As 1 fhall an-
fwer 1t before God, 1 had not in-all the world
in my hands, or others to my ufe, cither di-
rectly, ot indire@ly, above a undred pounds ;
whereof, when I went, I gave my wife twen-
ty-five pounds thereof; but the error therecf
came, as 1 perceived, by looking over the
_ferivener’s books, where they found the bills
Dy of
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of adventure arifing to a great fum, fo raifed:
that falfe report,

“ Only I will borrow 2 little time of Mr,
fheriffs to fpeak of one thing, that doth maker
my heart to bleed to hear that fuch an impu~
tation thould be laid upor me; for ’tis faid,.
that ] fhould be a perfecutor of the death of
the ear] of Effex ; and, that[ flood in a win-
dow over-againft him, when he fuffered, and.
puffed ont tobacce in difdain of him, God I
take to witnefs, 1 fhed tears for him when he
died 3 and, as | hope to look God in the face
hereafter, my lord of Effex did not fee my
face when he foffered, for I was afar off In
the Armory, where [ faw him, but he (aw not
me.

¢ T confels indeed I was of a contrary fac-
son, but [ know my lord of Effex was 2 noble
gentleman, and that it would be worle with
me when he was gone, for T got the hate of
thofe which withed me well before, and thofe
that fet me againdt him, afterwards fet them-
felves againft me, and were my greatelt ene-

rlesy and my foul hath many times been
grieved that [ was not nearer him when he
dicd ; Dbecanfe, as I naderfivod afterwards,.
zhat he afked for me ac his death to have been
reconciled unio me,. And thefe be the mate-
yial points I thought good to fpeak of ; and I
am now, at this inltant, to reader up an ac-
sount ta God ; and T proteft, as T fhall ap-
pear before him, this that [ have fpoken ‘is
. sug 3, and T hope I fliall be believed.”

Then
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Then a proclamaiion being made, that all
men fhould depart the feaffold, he prepared
himfelf for death ; giving away his hat, his
cap, with fome mouey, to fuch as he knew
that food near him. And thea, taking his
leave of the lords, koights, gentlemen, and
others of his acquaintance ; and, amongl
the reft, taking his leave of my lord Arun-
del, he thanked him for his company, and
entreated him to defie the king, that no fean-
dalous writing to defame him might be pub-
lifhed after his death ; fzying further unto-
him, ¢ 1 have a long journey to go, and
therefore I will take my leave ™

Then putting off his doublet and gown, he
defired the beadfman to thew him the axe
which not being fuddenly granted unto him,
he faid, ¢ I pr’yihee ict me fee it. Dot thoa
think that I am afraid of it#’ 8o it being
given unto him, he felr along apon the edge
of it and, fmiling, fpake unto Mr, theriit,
faying, * This is a fharp medicine, bue it s
a phyfician that will cure all difeafes.”  After
which, going to and fro upon the [callold on
gvery fide, he entreated the company to pray
to Ged to give him dtrength,

The executioner kneeling down aked him
torgivenefs 3 and he, laying his hand wpon his
fhoulder, forgave him,

Then being aiked which way he would fay
Yimf=lf on the biock, be mads anfwer, and:
faid, ¢ So the heart be dtrair, it is np matter
which way the head Heth)” 8o, layipg his

B & . head
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head on the block, his face being towards the !
il ealt, the headfinan, throwing down his own i
' cloak, becaufe he weuld not fpoil the prifon-

er’s gown, he, giving the headfman a fOgn

when he thould ftrike, by lifting up his hands,

the executicner ftruck off his head at two !
blows, his body never fhrinking nor moving,

His head was thewn on each fide of the fcat-

fold, and then putinto a red feather bag, and

his wrought velvet gown thrown over jt, which

was afterwards conveyed away in a2 mourning

coach of his lady’s.

Sir Walter Raleigh’s Letter to the King the [
Might before his Death.

THE life which T had, moft mighty prince,
the law hath taken from me, and I am now
hat the fame earth and duft, ont of which I
was made. If my offence had any proportion
with your majeity’s merzy, I might defpair;
or, if my deferving had any quantity with
your majelty’s unmeafurable poodnefs, T might
yet have hope ; but it is you that mult judge,
and not I. Name, blood, gentility, oreftate,
I have nome : no, not fo much as a being;
no, not fo much as a vitam planta. 1 have
only a penitent fou] in a body cf iron, which
moveth rowards the loadflone of death, and
cannot be withheld from touching it, except
your majefty’s mercy turn the point towards
me that expelleth, ~ Lott I am for hearing of

vain

NG
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i vain man, for hearing only, and never believ-
ing nor accepting.  And ‘o lintle account I
made of that {peech of his, which was my
condemnation (as my foilalking him doth truly

! witnefs) that [ never remembered any fach

thing ull it was at my trial objected againit

me. So did he repay my care, who cared to
make him good, which [ now fee no care of
man can effe&t.  But God, for my offence to

him, hath laid this heavy borden on me, mi-

ferable and unfortunate wreech that { am. Bue,

for not loving you, my fovereign, God hath
not laid this forrow on me; for He knows,
with whom I um notin cafe to !ye, that I ho-
noured your majefty by fame, and loved and
admired you by knowledge; fo that, whether

1 live or die, your majelty’s loving fervant I

will live and die.

If now ] write what feems not well-favoured,
molt merciful prince, vouchfafe to afcribe i: to
the counfel of a dead heart, and to a mind
that forrow hazth confounded ; butr the more
my mifery is, the more is your majefly’s
mercy, if you pleafe to Dbehold it; and the
lefs I can deferve, the more liberal your ma-
jetty’s gift fhall be. Herein you fhall only
imitate God, giving free life : and by giving
to fuch a one from whom there can be no re-
tributidn, but only a defire to pay a lent life
with the fame great love which the fame great
goodnefs thall beftow on it

'This being the firft letter which ever your
majefty reccived from 2 dead man, I humbly

fubmit
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fubmit myfclf to the will of God, my fupreme
Lord, and fhall willingly and patiently fuffer
whatfoever it fhall pleafe your majefty to afflict
me withal..

WaLTER RALRIGH.

The Copy of Sir Walier Raleigh’s Letter to
his Wife, the Night before his Death,

YO (hall now receive, my dear wife, m
lafl words in thele my laft lines. DMy love
fend you, that you may keep it when Iam
dead 3 and my counfel, that you may remem-
ber it when I am no more. I would not,
By my will, prefent you with forrows, dear
Befs, let them go into the grave with me, and
be buried in the duft : and, feeing that it is
not (od’s will that T fhould fee you any more
in this life, bear it patiently, and with 2
heart Jike thyfelf

Firft, I fend you all the thanks which my
heast can conceive, or my words can rehear(e,.
for your many travails, and care taken for
me ; which, though they have not taken ef-
felt, as you withed, yet my debt to yeu is not
ghe lefs ; but pay it I never fhall in this
world.

Secondly, T befeech you,. for the lave you
bare me living, do not hide yowfelf many
days, but, by your travels, feck to help your
saiferable fortunes, and the right of your ﬁg:

ghild..
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c¢hild. Thy mourning cannot avail me, I am:
but dudt.

Thirdly, you fhall onderftand that my land
was conveyed, bona fide, to my child. The
writings. were drawn at Mid{ummer was
twelve months ; my honeft coufin Brett can
teltify fo much, and Dolberry too can remem-
ber fomewhat thevein : and, I truft my blood
will quench their malice that bave cruelly
murdered me ; and, that they will not feek
alfo o kill thee and thine with cxtreme po-
verty.

To what friend to direft thee T know not,
for all mine fiave left me in the true time of
trial ; and [ perceive that my death was deter-
mined frem the firft day, Moft forry | am,.
God knbws, that, being thus furprized with
death, T can leave you in ne better cliate:
God is my witnefs I meant youwall my office
of wines, or all that ] could have purchaled
by felling it,. half my floff, and all my jewels,
but fome one for the boy ; but God hath pre-
vented all my refolutions: hat great God thae
ruleth all in all: bug, IF you can live free
{rom: want, care for 1o more, the relt is byt
vanity. - Love God, and begin betimes to re-
pefe yourfelf 'upon him; and therein yon thall.
find true and lafting riches, and endlefs com-
fort : for the reft, when you have travelled and
wearied your thoughts over all forts of worldly
cogitations, you fhall but fit down by forrow
in the end. Teach your fon allo to love and
fear 'Ged, whilft. he is yet young, that the

foar
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| fear of God may grow with him ; and then
il (Gad w1l be a hulband to you, and a father
il to him; a hofband and a father which cannot
'S8 be taken from you.

; Bailey cweth me two hundred pounds, and
| Adrtan fix hundred paunds, in Jerfey, [ alio
kave much owing me befides. "The arrearages
i winesraill pay yvour debts : and, how-
foever you do, for my foul's fake, pay all poor
I men. When [ am gone, no doubt but you
it | thall be fought te, for the world thinks that
i | I was very rich. But take heed of the pre- b
tences of men and their affections, for they
“laft not bur in honeft and worthy men ; and
no greater mifery can befal you in this life
than to become a prey, and afterwards to be
defpifed. 1 fpeak not this, God koows, to
diiluade you from marriage, for it will be beit
for you both in refpeét of the world and of
i | God. Asfor me, I am no more yours, nor
: ou mine ; Death hath cur us afunder; and
i o -{3od hath divided me from the world, and
| you from me. Remember your poor child for
i | his father’s fake, who chofe you, and loved
you in his happieft times.

Get thofe letwers, if it be poflible, which I
writ to the lords, wherein I fued for my life.
God is my witnefs, it war for you and yours
that I defired life; but it is true thae 1 dif-
dained myfclf for begging of it: for know it,
my dear wife, that your fon is the fon of a true
man, and who, in his own refpedt, delpifeth
death and all his mifhapen and agly forms, [

cannot
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cannot write much. God, he knows how
hardly 1 fteal this rime while others fleep; and
it is alfo time that [ fhould feparate my thoughts
from the world,

Beg my dead body, which living was denied
thee; and either lay it ac Sherburne, (and, if
the land continue) or in Exeter-church, by
my father and mother,

Ican fay no more, time and death call me
away. ‘I'ng everlalling, powerful, infinite,
and omnipotent God; that almighty God,
who is goodnefs iifelf, the true life and true
light, keep thec and thinc; have mercy on
Dz, and teach me to forgive my periecutors
and accafers, and fend us to meet in his glo-
rions kingdom. My dear wife farewe], Blefs
ty peor boy.  Pray for me, and let my good
God hold you both 'in his arms,

Wiitten with the dying hand of fometimes
thy hutband, butnow, alas! overthrown,

WaLTer Raveicn,

A geotleman, who writes the hiftory of
Raleigh’s lite, informs us, That, toming from
Tretand, and being equipped il a very good
habit, which it feems was the greateft part of
his effate fand which, he well obferves, is
onc of the beft means of iatroducing a man
into the world whoie worth is unknown) as
the queen was walling in the purk, and com-
Ing 1 a watry place, where (he found {oms
ditheolty to get over, Sir Walter immediately
rulled off 4 new plufh cout he had on, and

laid
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aid it down for her majelly to tread ony which
the queen was extremely pleafed with, and
foon after took occalion to requite.

To fuch lucky acaidents fometimes do men
owe their fuccefs. The greateit merit is often
defeated by a kind of criminal modefty, ora
want of opportunity to difcover iteif; while
the forward and bold, though the mof empty
worthlefs things in natore, often ariive at the
higheflt preferments; but this was not the
cale of Sir Walter. He was 2 gentleman of a
good prefence, handfome, and well propor-
tioned ; had a firong and natural wit, and a
better judgment 5 a voluble tongue, and good
addrefs ; and to thefe he had added a general
jcarning, being an indetatigable reader, even
while engaged in the fervice by fea or land ;
and a great obferver of men and times,

His motto, {ays the writer of his life, was,
Tam Marti quam Mercurio 3 though we find
it in Coilier to be, Either die nobly, or live
honourably.

Five hours he ufed to fleep, four he read,
two he fpent in difcoarfe, and the reft he al-
totted for bufinefs. There was not an expert
foldier or feaman but he confulted ; no valea-
ble treatife of navigation, whether printed or
manufcript, but he read: obferving that there
was nothing of greater confequence, for the
advancement of learning, than the finding
out the plaineft and moit compendious way
of knowing and teaching things in every fci-
ence,. :

During
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During his confinement in the Tower, he
compofed that cxcellent work, entitled, The
Hiftory of the World ; from whence, indeed,
the charater of this gentleman may be beit
collefted, every man being belt known by his
works.

On his retern to England, after his lait ex-
pedition, not doubting but that he thould be
made a facrifice to the Spauniard, he fent for
Mr. Borre, who had printed his firft volume
of The Hiftory of the World, and atked him
how it fold. Burre anfwered, [t fold fo flowly
1t had endone him; which it fecms was falfe.
Whereupon Sir Walter tock the other part;
which was unprinted, out of his detk, and
fighing faid, *= Ah' my friend, hath the f:ft
part undone thee 2 ‘The fecond volume fhall
undo no more ; this engrateful world is un-
worthy of it : and immediately thiew it into
the fire, and fet his foot vpon it fill it was
confumed,

Befides his Hiftory of the Woild, he wrote
a treatife called, The Cabinet Couuecil; ¢on-
taining the arts of government: An Accurate
Account of his Catholic Majeily’s power and
Riches: The Rife and Ruin of the Saracen
Empire : A Treaiife of Mines and Minerals :
The Prevogatives of Parliaments : another
treatife, entitled, Inftrultions to his Son and
Lis Pofterity ; ‘and feveral fpeeches and argu-
ments in feveral parliaments,
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Eis body was interred in the chancel of Se,
Margaret’s church, Weftminfter ; boc his head
was long preferved in a cafe by his widow,
who furvived him twenty years.

In a word, Sir Walier Raleigh fell, in the
fixty-fixth year of his age, a facrifice 1o 2 con-
temptible adminiftraticn, and the refentment
of a mean prince: a man of fo grear abilities,
that neither that nor the preceding reign pro-
duced his equal.  His charalter was a combi-
nation of almoft every eminent quality: he
was the foldier, fiatefman, and {cholar, united ;
and, bad e lived with the heroes of antiquity,
he would have made a jult parallel to Cafar
and Xenophon, like them being mafter of the
fword and the pen.  So that he was enabled,
as a poet beantifully exprefles it, to enrich the
werld with his prifon.hours.

As the fentence of Raleigh blackens bat his
king, fo his memory will be ever dear to the
lovers of learning, and of their country;
and, tho’ he makes nota very great figure as
a poct, having buflinefs of greater importance
continually upor his hands; yet it would be
an unpardonable negligence not to mention
kim in that charalter,

We (hall clofe this article with a {pecimen
ef Sir Waltey’s poctry in a piece called, The
Vifion of the Fairy Queen.

Methought
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Methought I faw the grave where Laura lay,
Within that temple where the veflal Aame
Was wont to burn ; and paffing by that way,

To {ee that bury’d duft of living fame,
Whofe tomb fair Love and fairer Virtue kept,
All {uddenly 1 faw the Fairy Queen ;
At whofe approach the foul of Petrarch weps,
And, from hencelorth, thofe graces were
not feen :
For they this queen attended 5 in whofe ftead
Qblivien laid him down in Laura’s hearfe :
Eereat the hardelt ftanes were feen to bleed,
And groans of bury'd ghofts the heavens did
plErCe 5
Where Homer’s fpright did tremble ali for
grief,
And cars’d th’ accels of that ceeleftin] thief.

RICEL A g
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Tur LIFE o
Bsen. ]OHNSON.

ex. Jouwsow, fo famous for being one
B of the fathers of the Englith ftage, in
dramatic poetry, was the fruit of a pofthumous
birth, and ¢came into the world about 2 month
after the death of his father.  Being born in
Weftmintter, he was put to a private fthool in
the church of St. Martin’s ir the fields ; but
removed thence, at a proper age, to that of
the royal foundation, where Camden became
his mafter. Ashis father was a gentleman and
aclergyman, this ftep feems to have been taken
in the view of breeding him to the church,
But the widow being left in narrow circum-
ftances, thought fit not to refufe an offer of mar-
rrage, which was made to her by a brickiayer;
and, after her fon had continued fome years at
‘Wellminfter-fchool, and made an extraordina-
ry progrefs in claflical learning, fhe took him
away, and obliged him to work under his
ftep- father,
‘This was nipping the firlt {prig of his dawn-
ing hopes in the bud ; his fpirit was not of a

temper to take the bent of fo mortifying a

change, In the depth of his refentment, he
left his mother 3 and enlifting himfelf a foldier,
was
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was carried tothe Englith army, then engaged
againit the Spaniards in the Netherlands,
Here he acquired a degree of military glory,
which rarely falls 20 the Jot of a common man
in that profeflion. In an encounter with a
fingle man of the enemy, he {lew his opponent
and ftripping him, carried off the fpoils in the
view of bath zrmies,

Upon his return home, he followed the bent
of his inclination ; and refuming his ftudies,
went to St. John’s college in Cambridge.
But here he had foon the misfortune to under-
go a fecond mortification, The fhortnels of
his purfe not fupplying him with the decent
conveniencies of a learned eafe, he found him-
felf under a neceflity of quitting the feat of
the mufes, after a fhort ftay there, ™ In this ex-
igence he took a courfe, not uncommon to
perfons of fuch a genius under the like
diftrefs. e applied to the play-houafes, and
was admitted into an ob{cure one, called the
Green Curtain, in the neighbourhood of Shore-
ditch and Clerkenwell. He had not been
long in this ftation, when, not contenting him-
felf with the bufinels of an aétar orﬁy, he
took up his pen, and wrote {ome pieces for
the ftage. But his performances either way
did no credit to his genius,

During his continuance in this humble fta-
tion, he had a quarrel with one of the players ;
who fending him a challenge, there enfued 2
‘duel, wherein Johnfon killed his adverfary.
For this offence being thrown 'into prifon,

under

L
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under that misfortune, his fpirit, was funk
into fuch a degree of melancholy, thar he
became a fit objedt to be [ubdued DLy the
crafty attacks of a popith prielt; who, oflici-
oufly vifiting him in bis confinement, prevailed
upon him to renounce the doftrine he was
bred in, and become a Roman cathiolic, and
he remained twelve years within the pale of
that church, But not long atter this change
in his religious condition, he allo made a
change in his civil onc, and ook to himfelf a
wife, having arit obtained his releafement from
prifon. His fpirit cevived with his liberty
and, maugre all the difcouragements he met
with, he went on digging in the poetic mine,
and, bydint of unparalleled indofiry, improved
his genius fo much, that at length he produced
a play; which having the good fortune to fall
into the hands of Shakefpear, that humane
good-natured bard, refolving to do full juftice
to its merit, brought it upoa the ftage, where
he was a manager, and aéted a partin it him-
felf.

"T'hus encouraged, his genius ripened apace,
and his cumedy, intitled, Every Man in his
Humour, made its appearance on the fame
ftage in 1558. This was follawed ihe mnext
year by Every Man out of his Humour, And
he continued, in like manner, o fornifh a
new play every year, till e was called off by

_the mafques and entertainments made for the
_reception of king James 1. on his acceffion to
“the shrone of England, He was continually

retained
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retained in this employ, on all occafions, du-
ring his whole life afterward.

But thefe {lighter efforts of his mufe did not
whally ocenpy his genius, Both inclination
and ambition concurred in prompting him to
the graver and weightier works of the drama.
Accordingly, in 1605, came ont his coinedy of
Yolpone, or the Fox ; which heing whally
finithed in the {pace of five weeks, did not
hinder him from indulging the fournefs of his
temper, in a fatirical comedy, called, Eattward -
Hee, written about this time againft the
Scotch nation. In this piece of intempe-
rance, Chapman and Marlton were his coad-
jutors ; and they were all three committed o
prifon, and brought in danger of Iofing
their ears and nofes in the pillery ; but, how-
ever, had the good fortune to obtain a par-
don.

T'e repair this fault, Johnfon facrificed both
his time and his mufe, almoft intirely, to gra-
tify the tafte of the court in mafques, for fome
years ; fo that his next play did not make its
appearance till 160g. But he made {ome
amends for the length of this interval, by the
perfeftion of the piece, which he intitled,
Epicene, or the Silent Woman 3 this being ge-
rerally efteemed the moft exa&t and finithed
comedy that our nation hath produced. And
the next year he brought forth The Alche-
mift, one of the beft of his comedies; but
that was followed the enfuing vear, 1611, by

the worft of his tragedies, inttled Cataline,
Vou. V., E In

P —
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In 1613 our author took a tour w Paris,
where he was admitted to an interview and
converfation with cardinal Perron, whom he
rreated with all that franknefs and bluntefs
which was fo much his nature. It was abeout
this time that he coinmenced a quanel with
Inige Jones, whom he theicfore made the
fobjedt of his ridicule, in his next comedy,
called Bartbolomew-Yair, afted in 16i4.
That was {ucceeded by The Devil’s an Afs,
in 1616. "This year he publithed his works
in one follo volume ; and the poect-lavreat’s
{alary, of an hundred marks per annom, was
fettled upon him for life, by king James I.
the fame year.

Crowned with thefe honours by his prince, -
he faw the moft diflinguilied wits of his time
crowding his train and <ourting his acquain-
tance. And, in that {pirit; he was invited
ta Chiift-Chuich in Oxford, by Dr. Corbet,
then fenior-ftudent of that college.  Our poet
gladly accepted the inviation ; -and, having
pafied fome time in cultivating his mufe in
that delightful feat, he received an additional
atteftation of his merit from the univerfity,
who prefented him with the honorary degree
of mafier of arts, at theadt in 1619, On the
death of the laureat, Samuel Daniel, in Odto-
ber following, Johnion fucceeded ta that poft,
the duty of which had been chiefly performed
by him along tune before, ;

The year had not yet expired, when our
now crowned laureat teok a tour inte Scotland,
on
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on purpofe to vifit a favourite brother-poet,
Mr. Drummond of Hawthornden in thatcoun-
try. He pafled fome months with this ingenious
fiend, to whom he opened his heart with a
moft anreferved freedom and confidence, the
fiveetelt gift of friendfhip. Qur author was
much pleafed with the adventures of this jour-
ney, and celebrated them in a particular
poem ; which, with feveral more of his pro-
dudlions, being accidentally burnt, about two
or three years afterwards, that lofs drew from
him a poem, which ke called, An Fxecration
upon Vulcan. e feems to have let no year
pafy without the amufement of writing fome
of thefe fimaller pieces. And thofe, with the
mafgues, which the office of poet-laureat then
particularly called for every Chriftmas, flled
up the interval: te the year 1625 ; when his
“comedy, intitled, The Staple of News, ap-
peared upon the ftage. * Not long afterwards
he fell into an i1l ftate of health, which, how-
ever, did not hinder the difcharge of hLis duty
At court, Andhe found time alib.to gratify
the more agreeable exercife of play-writing’;
fory in 1629, he brought another comedy,
¢alled, The New Inn, or the light Heart,
to the theatre, ' But here his adverfaries pre-

g vailed over him ; the play was hifled out of
: the houfe on its firft appearance there ; and
1 our lagreat had recourfe to his pride for a re-

venge, which dictated an ode to himfelf; threat-
i Ning toleave the ftage.  This ceconomy hav-
3 Ing reduced his finances to. a low ebb, the
n £ o2 king

__.__L———_
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king gracionfly fent him 2 purfe of an hundred
pounds. That goodnels was properly and in
charadter repaid by an epigram, addreffed to
his royal benefattor, which, for fome {pecial
reafons, is inferted here.

Great Charles, among the holy gifts of grace,
Annexed to thy perfon and thy place,

*Tis not enough (thy piety is fuch)

‘To cure the called king’s-evi! with a touch,
But thou wilt yet a kingly malt’cy try,

"To cure the poet’s evil, poverty :

And in thefe cures doft to thyfelf enlarge,

As thou doft cure our evil at thy charge,

Nay, and in this thou fhew’lt to value more,
Qne poet, than of other folks ten fcore.

O piety ! fo to weigh the poor's eftates,

O bounty ! {o 1o difference therates,

What can the poet with his king may do,

But that he cure the people’s evil too ?

Bue his majefty’s muonificence did not ftop
here ; he augmented the laureat’s falary of
an hundred marks, to an hundred pounds a
year, together with the addition of a tierce of
capary wine; which penfion has been conti-
nued to his fucceffors in that office ever fince,
Qur poet drew up a petition for this faveus, in
the following form:

The humble petition of poor Ben,
‘To th’ beft of monarchs, mafters, men,
King Charles,

Doth
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Dath mofl humbly fhew it,

To your majeity, your poet:
That whereas your royal father
James the bleffed, pleafed the rather,
Of his {pecial grace to letters,
To make all the mules debrors
To his benuty @ by extenfion
Of a free poetic penfion,
A large hondred marks annuity,
To be given me in gratuity,
For done fervice, and to come:
And that this (o accepted fum ;
Or difpenfed in books or bread,
(For on both the mufe was fec)
Hath drawn on me from the times,
All the envy of the rhimes,
And the rat’ling pit-pat noife
Of the lefs poctic boys,
When their pot-guns aim to hit,
With their pellets of finall wit,
Parts of one {they judg’d) decay’d,
But welaft out ftill unlay’d,

' Pleafe your majefty to make,
Of your grace, for goodnels® fake,
Thofe your father’s marks your pounds
Let their fpite (which now abounds)
Then go on, and do its worfl,
This would all their envy burt :
And fo warm the poet’s tongue,
You'll read:a fmake in his next fong.

King Charles the firft’s perfonal chara@er
makes it no improbable fuppofition, that thefe
E

3 ats
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adls of favour might be in fome meafure the
effelts of his comgpaffion for this fervant, who
began now to fink into a vifible decay both
of body and mind. ’Tis true, we have
two cofnedies wrote by him afterwards ; hut
they are fuch, as hath ot been unfitly cailed
his detage ; ard he found himfelf under a re-
ceffiry of abfolutely laying dowa his pen foon
after the year 1634,

His diforder was the palfey, which put a
period to his life in Augult 1637, inthe fixty-
third year of his age. He was interred thice
days afterwards in Weftininiter Alibey, at the
worth weft end, near the belfrey.: Over his
grave was lald a common pavement fione,
with this laconic infeription, O rare Beo.
lchnfon. Tt was done at the expence of Lir,
(afterwards 8ir) John Young, of Great-Niil-
ton in Oxfordfhire, Eat amach betier mo.
nument was raifed to his memory fix menths
alterwards, when there came ont a coiledtion
of clegies ‘and pocms, iatitled, Jobnfonicus
Verbius: or, the Memory of Ben. Johnfou
revived by the Friends of the Mufes,  Aad
prefently after, there was a defign fevon inot
to ereét a marble monument with his {tatue,
and a confiderable fum of money was colleéted
for the purpofe ; but the breaking out of the
rebellion prevented the carrying it into execu.
tion, and the morey was retarned,  The bolt,
in bas-relieve, with the former inferipticn
ynder it, that is now fixed to the wall in the
Poets Corner, near the fouth-eait entrance iy

to
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to the abbey, was fet up by that great pavon
of learning, the fecond earl of Oxford, of the
Harley family.

As to our poet’s own family, it became ex-
tin& in bin, for he furvived all his children,
Asto his perfon and charater, if we may de-
pend on his own defeription, his body was
larpe, corpulent, and bulky, and his counte-
nance hard and rocky ; fo that his figure great-
ly refembled that of Sir John Falftafi; and
confequently could not be much lefs apt to
raife laughter. Nor was the caft of his tem-
per and ratural difpofition at all more refpec-
table, as reprefeuted by his friend Mr. Drum-
mond, who cbferves him to be ¢ A great
lover and pratfer of bimfelf; a contemner and
fcorner of others ; chufing rather o lofe his
friend than his jeft ; jealons of every word
and a&tion of thofe about him, efpecially af-
ter drink, which was one of the elements in
which he lived ; a diffembler of the parts
which reigned in him ; a bragger of fome
good that he wanted ; he thought nothings
right, but what cither hinfelf or fome of his
friends had faid ‘or done.  He was paflionatwlv
kind'and angry ; carelels either to pain or
keeP; virdi¢tive, but if be was well anfwered,
greatly haprined ; interpreting the beit fay:
ngs ane decds often to the worit. e was for
auny religion, being verfed in both; opprefied
with faney, which over-maitered his realon 3
a general difeale ameng the poets.” He had
a very fiong memory ; for he tells us himf&!?

E 4 in
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in his Difcoveries, that in his youth he conld
have repeated whole books that he had read,
and porms of fome fele& friends, which he
thought worth charging his memory with.

As to his genius, the charafler of it, in re-
fpedt to dramatic poetry, has been already
touched upon. To which muit be added Mr,
Pope’s remark, that, * When our author got
poileflion of the Rage, he brought eritical
learning into vogue ; and that this was not
done witheut diffculty, which appears from
thafe t equent leflons (and indeed almott de-
clantations } which he was forced to prefix to
his fift plays, and pur into the mouths of his
aftors, the grex, chorus, &c. to remove the
prejudices and reform the judgment of his
nearers, ’Till then the Englith authors had
no thoughts of writing upon the model of the
ancients : cheir tragedies were only hiftories
ir diclugue, and their comedies followed the
tiicad of woy novel as they found it, no lefs ™
wmplicitly thanif it had beea true hittory.”

Een. Johnfon appears to have had no nice
ear for peetry ; however, Mr. Drummond de-
clares that his inventions wers fmeoth and
caly. He dees not appear to have had much
conception of thofe breaks and refts, or of
adapting the found of his verfe to the fenfe,
which arc the chief beauties of our beft and
modern poets, ’Tis.univerfally agreed, with
his laft-mentioned friend, that tranflation or
tmitation was his moft diftinguithed tafent,

“wherein he excelled all his contemporaries ;

and
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and befides his new-forming our drama after
the ancient models, he gave us the firft Pin-
daric ode in the Englith language that has a.
Juft claim to that title.

After the edition of hisworks already men-
tioned, they were reprinted in 1716, in fix
volumes oftavo ; and another edition has been
lately printed in 1756, feven volumes oflavo,
with {ome notes and additions by P. W halley,
late fellow of St. John’s college in Oxford 3
who hath likewife inferted Johnfon's comedy,
intitled, The Cafe is Alter’d, not in any for-
mer edinionr.  And fince this lalt editor de-
clares, he thould not have omitted our author’s
verfes, prefixed to May’s tranflation of Lucan,
had they come to his hands in time, we have
thaught proper not to conclude this memoir,
without inferting a copy of thofe verles,

To my chofen friend,
The learned tranflator of Lucan,
Thomas May, Efg;

When, Roms, I read thee in thy mighty pair,.
And {ee both climbing up'the {lippery fair
Of fortune’s wheel, by Lucan driven about,
And the world init, I began to doubt,
At every line fome pin thereof fhionld flack
At lcaft, if not the general engine crack ;
Butwhen again [ view the parts {o poiz’d
And thofe in number fo, and meafure rais'd 3
As neither Pompey’s popularity,
Cafar’s ambigon, Caw’s liberty,.

B.g Calm:

| 3
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Calm Brutus’ tenor ftart, but all along

Keep due proportion in-the ample fong,

T: makes me, ravifh’d with jelt wonder, cry,

What mufe, or rather god of harmony,

Taught Lucan thefe true deeds? Replies my
fenfle,

What gods but thole of arts and eloguence ?

Phabus and Hermes? they whofe tongue or

en,

Are fhlt thI: interpreters *twixt godsand men,

But who hath them interpreted, and broughe,

Lucan’s whole frame unto us, and fo wrought,

As not the {mallelt joint, or gentlell word,

In the great mafs, or machine, there is (tirc'd,

The felf (ame genius, fo the work will fuy,

The fon tranflated, or the fon of May,

Your true friend to judgment,

Bew. Jorwsow,

‘There is reafon to believe that he had a de-
fign to write an epic poem, and was to eall it
Chrologia, or the Worthies of his country, all
in couplets, as he detefted all other rhime.
1t 15 likewife faid, that he aftually wrote a dif-
courfe on poetry, both againit Campion and
Daniel, elpecially the laft, where he proved
copplets to be the beft fort of verfes.
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3

Tuae LIFE orF
Sir Francis Bacon:

RANCIS BACON was the youngeft
fon of Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord-keeper,
and afterwards lord high-chancellor, in the
reign of queen Elizabeth, by his fecond wife,
who was danghter of Sir Anthony Cooke,
preceptor to Edward Vi, Sir Nichelas ap-
pears to have been a man of wit as well as 1a-
tegrity and Jearning ; for, when the queen,
ina vific o him at his feat in Hertfordthire,
told him, {he thought his houf= too kittle for
him; ¢ No, madam,” replied he, * but your
majelly has made me too great for my heufe.”
And his lady too was a woman of great learn-
ng, having vanflated from the Latn bitbop
Jewel’s Apology for the Church of England.
Their youngeft fon, Trancis, was born at.
York-houfe, in the Strand, on the twenty-{e-
cond of January, 1561 ; the brightnefs of
whofe parts began carly to appear: infomuchk
that quecn Llizabeth herfelf, while he was but
a boy, took a parricnlar delight in trying him
with queflions 3 and received fo much fatil-
faltion from the good fenfe and manlinels of
hl_s anfwers, that the was wont to call himy, in
mirth, her young lord-keeper. Among others,
ihe having one day atked him, how old he
7 L6 Was ;
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was; he anfwered readily, * Jult two years
younger than your majelty’s happy reign.”
His proficiency in learning was fo rapid,
that, in the twelfth year of his age, he was
entered a ftudent of Trinity.college, Cam-
| bridge ; and went through all his courfes
| there by the time he was fixteen ; when his
- father fent him to Paris, and recommended himy
to Sir Amias Powler, then the queen’s ambaf-
fader in France, who tock particular netice of
I him,
: Whilt abroad, he did not fpend his time,
as our young gentlemen ufually do, in fearn-
; ing the vices, fopperies, and follies of foreign-
il ers; but in fludying their conflitution of go-
i vernment and manners, and the charaéters and
views of their princes and minifters; and, in
the nincteenth year of his age, he wrote a pa-
per of oblervations on the then general fate
of Hurope, which is Rill extant among his
it | works.
' On the twendeth of February, 1579, cur
young gentleman’s father, Sir Nicholas Bacon,,
b died, aiter having held the feals as keeper, or
b . <hancellor, for twenty years; but, as queen
| Elizabeth’s reign was more remarkable for her
| . minifters gzining honowr than far theix gaining:
fit| riches, he left his fon Francis, who was the
youngelt of five, bat a very fimall fortune
fo that be was obliged to betake himf{elf to the
profeffion of the law for a. fubfiftence: for
which purpofe he entered himfelf of Gray's.
Jun, aud loon became fo eminent in that pro-

feflion,




FRANCIS BACON, 85

feflion, that, at the age of twenty-eight, he
was appointed by qucen Elizabeth her learned
council extraordinary.

As Sir William Cecil, lord-treafurer to
queen Elizabeth, afterwards lord Barleigh,
had married our young gentleman’s aunt, or
mother’s fifter, he frequently applied to him
for fome place of credit and fervice in the
fate; but Sir William never got any thing for
him, except the reverfion of the office of re-
gifter to the Star-chamber, then reckoned
worth one thoufand fix hundred pounds a year,
which did net fall to him il near twenty
years afterwards; and, ashe probably thonghe
himfelf neglefted by his uncle, he attached
himfelf firongly to the ear]l of Effex; which
of courfe mad= his uncle, and zl{o his coufin,
Sir Robert Cecil, his enemy; for, when
the earl, a little befere his fall, warmly fol-
licited his being made follicitor-general, it
was oppefed by his coufin, Su Robert, who
reprefented him to the queen as 2 man of
mere {peculation, and more likely to diftra&
her affairs than to ferve her ufefully and with
judgment: and, as the earl found he could
not ferve him in this way, he gave him a re-
compence out of his own eftate, by making
him a prefent of T'witenham-park and its gar=
den of paradife.

Upon this unfortunate nobleman’s fall, Mr,,
Bacon, as one of the queen’s council, was
employed by the crown, along with Sir Ed-
ward Coke, the attorney-general, to manage

ths




86 BRITISH PLUTARCII.

the trial againft'his lordfhip; and anbition
got fo far the better of his gratitnde, that he
not only accepted of the employwert, but,
after the earl’s execution, he, at the defire of
the miniflers, wrote and publithed thar piece,
flill extant among his works, entitled, A
Declaration of the Treafon of Robert, earl of
Eflex.

This quite ruined himin the public efteem,
which was probably the defizn of the mini-
fters, and perhaps did him no {ervice in the
opinion of his fovereign; but fuch was the
brightnels of his parts, that he foon recovered
both in the next reign ; for be was knighted
by king JamesI. {oon after his acceflion ;
m 1607, he was made (oilicitor-general ; and,
in 1633, when he was made atorney-general,
his charalter with the public was fo well re-
eftablithed, that, upon a quellion in the houfe
of commons, whether the atworney-general
could be a member of the houfe, as he was an
officer who was obliged to attend upon the
other ; the queition was carried in the affirma-
tive, out of a particalar regard to him; and
3t was therefore declared that it thould be no
precedent.

With regard to politics, Sir Francis Bacon
appenrs to have been a mere time-ferver, an
humble fuitor to every minifter he thought up-
permoil, and his profecutor as foen as down,
His behaviour towards the earl of Effex we
have already feen. After that earl’s death, he
attached himfelf to his coufin, Sir Robert
Cectl, .

T —— "
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Cecil, fecretary of itate, and afierwards esrl
of Salifvury, though he knew him to be pri-
vately no true friend ; and, accordingly, du-
ting his life, he never rofe higher than to be
follicitor-general.  He then made his court to
the ear! of Somerfet, who had become a fa-
vourite, and was created vifcount Rochefler,
juit before the death of Salilbury ; and by his
means. 1t probably was that Sir Francis was
made attorney-general; a place then worth
fix hundred pounds a year, as he himfelf ac-
knowledged.

Upon Somerfet’s fall, Sir Francis Bacon,
then attorney-general, became one of his chief
profecutors ; and, from that time, began to
make his court to Villiers, afterwards duke of
Buckingham ; to whom he was fo {ubfervient,
that he fubmitted to be a {ort of {leward for
thofe great eftates beltowed upon this young
favourite by the king. However, it appears
from his letters, and other writings, that he
generally gave good advice 1o his patrons 3
but, when he found that they would not fol-
low his, he was ready to follow theirs without
referve ; though it does not appear that he
was any way cancerned in the treafonable prac-
tices of the earl of Effex ; which was, perhaps,
more owing to his want of courage than his
want of ambition.

As Sir Frencis was extremely fubmiffive,
and often ufeful to his patrons; fo he was di-
ligent, and but too ready o ufe any means,
for geuing the better of ‘thofe be thought his

rivals 3
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| | rivals; as appeared upen the refignation of
| the old lord-chancellor Egerton in 1617. The
| | {feals he was highly ambitious of ; and, as he
looked upon Sir Edward Coke as his rival,
he took care to reprefent him to the king and
Buckingham, as one' who abounded in his
own fenfe, and who, by an affeftacion of po-
|, pularity, was likely to court the good will of
il the people at the hazard of the presogative..
In this he was the more ealily believed, as Sir
, Edward had been bat the year belore chief-
i juftice, becaufe the minifters foond him not fo

dudtile as they inclined he fhould.
Accordingly the feals were delivered to Sir
Francis, with the title of lord-keeper ; and,
1 as Buckingham found him ready to put the
I d feals to every patent, and every thing he de-
it fired, he gor him created lord-high-chanceilor
of England, and baron of Verulam, in 1619 5
and, the year following, vifcount of $t. Al-

bans. J ;

How f(hort-lived do we often find human:
|| greatnefs ! In 1621, king James was forced
to call a parliament ; and; as the nation was.
{1 highly diffatisfied with the condu@ both of
Buckingham-and the chancellor, the hoofe of
. commors fet on fost a firiét ferutiny into the
f conduci of both. = King James wanted money-
i fo much, that he could net diflolve them ; but,.
' to divert them from the profecution of his fa-
vourite, Buckingham, the monopolies and il-

| legal patents were “all cancelled and recalled
il by proclamation ; and the coust permiteed,,
under--
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under-hand, thé profecution of the chancellor :
in confequence of which, he was impeached
by the houfe of commons of corrupt praftices,
in caufes depending before him, as chief judge
of equity ; fo entirely had he loft that great
charater, which, but feven years before, he
had among the commons, when he was made
attorney-general,

Asthe court thonght that his condemnation
and punifhment would fatisfy the commons,
and divert them entirely from the profecution
of Buckingham ; but were at the fime time
afraid, that, if he appeared and flood upon
his defence, hLis eloquence, and what he had
to offer againil the charge, might procure an
acquintal, they commanded him not to appear
in perfn, Lut to fend a confeflion of all he
was accufled of to the houfe in writing 3 which
arbitrary cormand lie was fo faint-hearted as
10 cotnply with, tiafling to the kiog’s promife,
that he thould have a pardon, and a remiffion
of his fine, together with a penfion during
life: and, wron his confeffion, he was fer.
tenced to pay 4 fine o! forty thoufand pounds,
% be impriloned in the Tower during the
king's pleafure ; to be for ever incapable of
any office, piace, or employment in the com-
Monwealth 3 and never to fit again in parlia-
Ment, or come within the verge of the court,

Thus this great man was made the fcapes
893t as it often happens, for a higher crimi-
nal ; and, though he had, in his life-time,
80t a great deal of money by his polts and

his
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his profeflion, for he was in every great caufe
that happened whilit he was at the bar, yet
he had purchafed but a very fmall eftate of
about fix hurdred pounds a year ; and was fo
far from having any ready-money, that he
was conbderably v debi; occalioned by his
indulgence to his fervants, and by his being
cheated and defrauded by them : nay, his
condemnation was chiefly owing 1o their ex-
aftions and the bribes they had taken whilit
he was chancellor, though it is plain he was
not influenced by them 1n his decrees, as no
one of them was ever reverfed.  And. at laft,
he became (enfible of his error with refpe& to
his fervants; for, during bis profecution, as
ke was paffing through a roem where they
were fitting, upon fight of him they all ftood
up; on which he cried, ¢ Sit down my mafl-
ters 5 your rife hath been my fall.”

The king foon releafed him from the Tower,
made a grant of his fire to fome truftees for his
benefit, and fettled upon him a penfion of one
thoulznd eight handred pounds a yeur ; but,
as he applied moft of his income to the pay-
ment of his debts, he lived always after 10 2
very mean condition; and, though the king,
in a very fhote time afterwards, grantid hima
full and entire parden of his whole fentence ;
whereupon he was fummoned to the firlk par-
lizmnens of king Charles . yet he did not live
fong to erjoy thefe favours; for, as he was
ma‘king forne experiments at Highgate, he
was {uddenly fruck in the head aad itomnchd;

and,
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and, being carried to the earl of Arnndel’s
houfe there, he expired, after a week’s illnefs,
on the ninth of  April, 1626, withoat any if-
fue by his wife, who was a daughter of alder-
man Barnham, of Londen, whom he wmarried
Wwhen about the age of forty, and with whom
he received a plendiful fortune,

Notwithtanding the grear hurry and bafile
be appears to have been concerned in, from
his firtt entering upan bufinefs, to the moment
of his condemnation ; yet, even during that
bufy time, he ofter employed limfelf in mak-
g cxperiments, and publithed fome of his
philafophical works ; swhich is a proof of the
Valt extent of his genins,

From them it appears, that he may juftly be
ttckoned the chief among thofe who firft be-
&an to free the world from the flavith chains
ol the old icholaftic lzarning, and to introduce
trize philofoiahy and uleful knowledge ; there-
fore, whatever he muy have deferved for his
palitics from the generation in which he lived,
10 pofterity his memory has been, and wilf al-
Ways be, thered,

To conclude, his charater feems to have
Stha periett contralt; for he appears to have
¢en ambitious, yet daRardly ; fodious, vet
hsnt]ing; avaritious, yes negligent of money ;
Vituous, yet venal ; fond of a charader, yet
"ady to facrifice it upon cvery oceafion ; and
efa penetrating and folid judgnient in all forts
of literature, but weak in the conduét of life,

b

Ifhe had confined his ambition to that of be-

ing
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ing a great philofopher and a learned man, as
he had friends enough to have provided for
him in fome fine-cure poft that would have
furnifhed him a hand{ome fubfiftence, he might
have lived happily, and died with glory un-
fullied ; but he affefted to bea flatefman, and
might indeed have been a ufeful minifter to 2
grear and wife prince 3 bur, as his lot was un-
der a weak one, and, as he had not the refo-
luzion to adhere to the counfels he gave, he
lived in continual agonies, and died under a
public reproach.

How common ts it for men, even of the moit
fhining ralents, to miflake the true read 1
happinefs !
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Tue LIFE oF

GeorcE VILLIERS,
{Written by a conrtier of thofe times.)

EorcE Vitriers, doke of Buck.

ingham, was born in the year 1i¢g9z, on
the twentieth of Augult, at Brookeby in Lei-
celterthire, where his anceftors had chiefly
continued about the fpace of four hundred
years, rather without obfeurity, than with any
great luftre, after they had long before been
feated at Kinalton in the county of Notting-
ham, He was the third fon of George Vil-
liers, knight, and Mary,late countefs of Buck-
ingham, and daughter to Anthony Beaumont
of Coleorton, Efg; names on either fide well
known of ancient extraflion. He was nur-
tured where he had been born, in his firit tu-
diments, till the years of ten; and from thence
fent to Billifden-fchool in the fame county,
wherehe was tanght the principles of mufic, and
other flight licerature, till the thirteenth of his
age: at which time his father died. Then
bis beantifol and provident mother (for thofe
attribuces will not be denied her) taok him
home to her houfe a1 Goodby, where fhe had
bim in efpecial care 3 fo as he was firft (as

we
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we may fay) a domeflic favourite ; but finding

f him (as it thould fvem) by natore licde fla-

| dious and contemplative, fhe chole rather to

endue him with converfive qualities and or-

i naments of youth, as dancing, fencing, and

the like ;' not without anin then, perchance,

{though far off ) at a courtier’s life: to which

. leflons he had f{uch a.dextrous proclivity, as

i ||,! his teachers were fain to reltrain his forward-
Al nefs ;3 to the end that his brothers, who were -

| i under the fame training, might hold pace with

; | Flt] him,

i Aboeut the age of eighteen, he travelledinto

1 France, where heimproved himfelf well in the

language, for one that had {o little gramatical

foundation : but more in the exercifes of that

nobility, for the fpace of three years, and yet

came home in his natural plight, without af2

fected forms (the ordinary difeale of travel-

lers).  After bis return, he pafied again one

whole year (as before) at Goodby, under the

wing and counlels of his mother: and then

was forward to become afuitor at London to

8ir Roger Afbton’s daughter, a gentleman of

the bed-chamber to king ' James, and 'maiter

of the robes.  About which time, he fetl into

intrinfical fociety with Sir John Greham, then

one of the gentlemen of his majeity’s privy-

chamber : who, 1. know not upon what lu-

minaries he efoied in his face, diffuaded him

from marriage, and gave him rather encou-

ragement;to woo fortune in court, Which ad-

vice funk well into his fancys for within fome

il . 1 while,
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while, the king had taken upon certain glances
{whereof the fict was at Apthorpe, in'a pro-
grefs] fuch liking wt his perfon, that he re-
folved 10 make him a malter-piece, and to
mould him, as it were, platonicaily to his
owa 1dea, MNeither was his majefty content
only to be the archite& of his fortune, without
puiting his gracious hand likewife to fome
part of the work itfelf. Tnfomuch as it pleaf-
ed him to defcend, and to avail his goodnefls
cven to the giving of his forefaid friend, Sir
John Greham, fecret directions, how, and by
what degrees he {hould bring him into favour,
But this was quickly difcovered by him, who
was then as yet in fome poffeflion of the king’s
heart. TFor there is nothing more vigilant,
nothing more jealous than z favourite, efpe-
cially towards the waining-time and fufpeét of
fatiety. So as many arts were ufed to difcufs
the beginning of new affeltion. All which,
notwith(tanding, there was conveyed to Mr,
Villiers an intimation of the kings pleafure to
wait, and to be fworn his fervant; and thortly
after, his cup-bearer at large ; and the fum-
mer following he was admitted into ordinary,
Alter which time favours came thick upon
bim (liker main fhowers, than fprinkling
drops or dews) for the next St, George's-day
he was knighted, and made gentleman of the
king’s bed-chamber ; and the very fame day
ad an annual penfion given him, for his bet-
ter fupport, of one thoufand. pounds, out of

the court of wards.
At
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At New-years-tide following, the king
chofe him maiter of the horfe. Afier this he
b ) was inftulled of the moft noble order. And in
| the next Augult he created him baron of

i Whaddon, and vi{count Villiers, In January
| of the fame year, he was advanced earl of
Buckingham, and fworn here of his majeity’s
privy-council ; as if a favourite were not o
L betore.

The March enluing, he atiended the king
into Scotland, and was likewife fivorn a coun-
feller in that kingdom; where he carried him-
felf with fingular fweetnefs of temper, as it
behoved hin, being new in favour, and fuc.
ceeding onc of their own, to fludy a mode-
| rate (lile among thofe generous {pirits,
| About New year’s-tide, after his return
14 from thence, (for thofe beginnings of years
were very propitious to him, as if kings did
chufe remarkable days to inaugurate their fa-
vours, that they may appear alts as well of
! the times, as of the will} he was created mar-
' uis of Buckingham, and made lord-admiral

. of England ; chiefjultice in eyre of all the
| parks and forefts on the fouth fide of Trent; |
{ | malier of the King’s-bench office, (none of ‘
the unprofitable pieces); head fteward of Weflta '
minfter, and conftable of Wind(oc-calile,
| But thefe offices and dignities already re. |
/ |"| hearfed, and thofe of the like nature, which 3
it fhall after be fet down in theix place; were !
bet the facings, or fringes, of his greatnefs,

n
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in comparifon of that truft which his moft
gracious mafter did caft upon him in the one-~
and-twenticth year of his reign, when he
made him the chief concomitant of his heir
apparent, and only fon, Charles, prince of
Wales, in a journcy of much adventure, and
which (to thew the ftrength of his privacy}
had been before not communicated with any
other of his majefty’s moit referved counfellors
at home, being carried with great ciolenefs,
liker a'bufinels of love than flate; as it was in
the firft intendment,

They began their motion in the year 1h23g,
on Tuefday the eighteenth of February, from
the marquifs his houfe of late purchafe, at
New Hall in Effex, fetting out with difguifed
beards, andwith berrowed names of Thomas and
John Smith. And then attended with none,
but Sir Richard Greham, matlter of the horfe
10 the ‘marquifs, and of inward troft about
him.  When they paffed the river againit
Gravefend, for lack of filver, they were fain
10 give the ferry-man a piece of two-and-thir-
iy ihil]ings, which flruck the poor fellow into
fuch weltng tendernefs, that fo good gen-
temen fhould be going (for fo he fufpeéted)
about fome quarrel beyend fea, as he could
net forbear to acquatnt the officers of the town
With what had betallen him, who fent prefently
poit tor their ftay at Rochefter, through which
they were pafled ‘before any intelligence could
armve,  On the brow of ‘the hill beyoud that
City, they were fomewhat perplexed by efpy-
H¥er, V. F ing
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ing the French ambaffador, with the king's
coach, and other attending him, which made
them baulk 1the beaten road, and teach poit
hackneys to leap hedges.

At Canterbnry, whither fome voice {as it
fhould feem) was run on before, the mayor of
the town came himfelf to {eize on them, as
they were taking frefh horfes, in 2 blunt man-
ner, alledging firft a warrant to ftop them,
from the council, next from Sir Lewis Lewk-
ner, maiter of the ceremonies, and laitly from
Sir Henry Manwariny, then lieutenat of Do-
ver Caftle. At all which confufed étions, the
marquifs had no leifure to laugh, but thouphe
beft to difmafk his beard, and o told hmnm,
that he was going covertly with fuch fight
compary, to take a fecret view (being admi-
ral) of the forwardnefs of his majeky's flcet,
which was then in preparation on the narrow
feas ; this, with much ado, did fomewhat
handfomely 'heal the difguilement. On the
way afterwards, the baggage polt boy, who
had been at court, got (I know not how)
a glimmering who they were; but his mouth
was eafily fhut. ‘Te Dover, through bad
horfes and thofe petty impediments, they came
not before fix at night ; where they found Sir
Francis  Cottington, then fecretary to the
prince, now baron of Hanworth, and Mr.
Endymion Porter, who had been fent before
to provide a veflel for their tranfportation.
The forcfaid knight was conjoined for the
nearncls of his place on the prince’s affairs é

an
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and for his long refidence in the court of
Spain, where he had gotten fingular crediteven
with that cautious nation, by the temper of his
carriage. Mr. Porter was taken in, notonly
45 3 bed-chamber fervant of confidence to his
highnefs, but likewife as a neceflary and ofety}
inlirument, for his natural &ill in the Spanifh
tongue. And thefe five were at the 6rlt the
whole parade of his journey.

The next morning, for the night was tem-
peftuous, on the ninetcenth of the aforefaid
month, taking fhipping at Dover abour fix
of the clocl, they landed the fame day at Bou-
logne in France, near two hours after noon ;
reaching Monftruel that night (like men of
difpatch) and Paris the fecond day after, being
Friday the one-and-twentieth. Rut fome three
pofts before, they had met with two German
gentlemen that came newly from England,
where they had feen at New-market the prince
and the marquifs taking coach together with
the King, and retaining fuch a ftrong impref-
fion of them both, that they now bewrayed
fome knowledge of their perfons; but were
out-faced by Sir Richard Greham, who would
heeds perfuade them they were miftaken,
Which in truth is no very hard matter, for the
very firangenefs of the thing itielf, and almoft
the impoffibility to conceive fo great a prince
and favourite {o fuddenly metamorphofed into
travellers, with no greater train, was enough
to make any man living unbelieve his fenfes,

E 2 At
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At Panis the king {pent onc whale day te
give his mind fome contentment in viewing of
a fumous city and court, which was a fieigh-
bour to his futare citates.  But for their bet-
ter veifing of their vifages, his highnefs; and
the marquifs bought each of them a periwig,
fomewhat to overlhadow their. foreheads. OF
the King they got a fight after dinner in a
galiery, where he was folacing him(elf with
familiar pleafures.” And ef the quecn-mother
ag the was at her own able; in neither place
defcried, no, not by monfleur Cadinet, who
faw them in both, and had beentately ambaf-
fador in England. “Towards evening, by a
meer chance, in appearance, though under.
lined with a providence, they had & full fight
of the queen-infanta, and of the princefs Hen-
tietta Maria, with other great ladies, at the
practice of a mafquing dance, which was then
in preparation ; having over-heard two gen-
tlemen who were tending towards that fight,
after whom they prefled, and were let in by the
duke De Mount Bafon, the queen’s lord-cham-
berlzin, out of humanity to ftrangers, when
divers of the French went by,

From the next day, when they departed at
three of the clock in the moring from Paris,
the twenty-third of February, were fpent fix
days at Bayone, the laft town of France, hav.
ing, belore, at Bourdeaux, bought them five
riding-coats, all of one colour and fathion,
in a2 kind of noble fimplicityy where "Sir

Francis
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Francis Cottington was emrploved in a fiir
miner to Lkecp them from being ~etevtained
by the duke De Kipetnon, telling him they
Reregentlemen of mean degrez, and formed
¥etta little coutfhip, who perchance mizht
otherwife (bring himfelf no fuperficial mun
I the prattices” of the world) have picrred
fome what deeper than their ount-fide.

Taey were now entered into the decp tima
of teat, and could get no flefli in choir i
threupnn feil oyt a pleatont paflage ; Lherd
Was near Bayone an herd of goats with their
jeung ones, upon which fight, the faid Sir
Richard Greham tells the marquifs, he would

ap one'of the kids, and make fome thift to
cary him clofe to their lodging., Which the
Prince over.hearing, Why Richard, fays lie,
df_’ you thirk you may pralti-e here your old
Yieks again upon the borders ? Upon which
words, they firit gave the goat-heard good
ontentment, und then while the marquifs and

s fervant, being both on foot, were chafing
Ehe kid ahout the ftack, the prince from horie-
back Lilled him in the head witha Scottith
piltel,

At Bayone, the count De Gramont, gover-
107 of that jezlous key, took an exquifite no-
fiee of their rerfons and behavioar, and open=
ed himfelf 1o fome of his train, ‘Ilhat he
thought them to be gentemen of much more
Worth than their habits bewrayed; yet he let
t‘.em‘cﬂﬂrteouﬂy pals, Ard four days after
this they arived ar Madrid, being Wednef-

R day
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daythe fifth of March. Having gone thus far,
1 fhall vot need'to relate the afiluence of young
nobles and others from hence into Spuin, after
the voice of our prinee’s being there had been
quickly noifed, and at length believed ; nei-
ther wiil it be neceflary to confider the arts of
Rome, where now all engines were whetted
(though by the divine blefling very vainly)
when they had gotten a prince of Great Bii-
tzin upon catholic ground, as they ufe to
<all i,

This, and the whole matter of negociation
there, the open entcrrainments, the fecret
working, the apprehenfion on both Bdes, the
appeatance on neither ; and in fum, ail the
circumftanges and refped of religion and ttate
intermixed together in that commixture, will
better become a royal hitory, or a council-
table, than a fingle life. Yei we cannot omit
fome things which intervened at the meeting
of two Pleiades, not unlike that which aftra-
logers call a conjunétion of planets, of no ve-
ry benign alpeét the one to the other; the
marquifs of Buckingbam, and she Conde
d'Olivares. They had fome fharper and {ome
milder differences, which might eafily hap-

" pen in fuch an intervene of grandees, both

vehement on the parts whick they fwayed.
But the moft remnarkable was upwn fuppofition
of the Condes, that the marquis had inti-
mated unte her fome hopes of the piince’s
couverfion ; which coming into debate, the
marquils fo roundly difuvowed this gilded

dream,
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dream, as Olivares alledged he had given him
La-Mentida, and thereupon forms a compli-
ment to the prince himfetf; which Bucking-
ham denying, aud yet Olivares periifting in the
faid compliment, the marquis, though now i
frange hands, yet {eeing both his honour and
the truth at ftake, was not tender likewilt to
engage his life, but replied with fome heat,
that the Condes affeveration would force him
tedo that which he had not done before ; for
now he held kimfelf tied in terms of a gentle-
man, to maintain the contrary to bis affirma-
tive in any fort whatfocver, 'This was tie
highet and the harthell point that cecurred be-
tieen them ; which that it went fo far, was
not the duke’s fauic; nor his faslt neither
(as it fhould fecm) that it went no farther.
There was another memorable pailage ore day
of gentler quality, and yet eager enough. The
Conde d’Olivares told the wmarquils of a cer-
tain fying neife, that the prince did plot to
be fecrerly gone : to which the marquils gave
a well tempered anfwer, That though love had
made his highnefs {teal out of his own coun-
try, yet fear would never malce him run out of
pain in other manuer than thould become a
prince of his royal and generous virtues.

In Spain they flayed near eight entire
months, during all which times, who but
Buckinghamn lay at home under millions of
maledictions ? Which yet, at the prince’s fafe
arrival in the Wefl, did die, and vanifh here
and there igto praifcs and culogics, according

' Fa ter
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ta the contrary motions of popalar waves»
And now, to fam up the fruit of the journey,
dilcourfes ran thus among the clearet obfer-
vers,  Jtwas (aid, that the prince himfzlt,
without any imaginable Rain of his religion,
had by the fight of foreign coorts, and obfer-
variens of the different natures of people; and
the rules of government, much cxcited and
awakened his fpirits, and corroborated his
judgment. And as for the marquifs, there
was note taken of twa great addiciens which
he had pamed:. Firlt, he was recurned wich
increafe of fitle, having there been made
duke, by patent fenthim, which was the high-
et degree whereof an Englifh fubjeét could be
capable. - But the other was far greater, tha?
clofer; for by fo long and fo private, and fo
various confociation with 2 prince of fuch
excellent nature, he had now gotten as ir
were two tives in his own fortune and greai-
nels 3 whercas otherwiie the cftate of a %avou-
rite is but at beft a tenant at will, and rarely
tranfmitted. Butconcerning the Spanith com-
mifhon, which ir public conceit was the main
fcope of the journey, that was lett in great
fulpence, and after fome time ntterly laid atide ;
whiclithrew the duke, amongft free wits, under
cenfures.

The moft part were apt to believe, that he
had “brought down lome deep diftafte from
Spain, which exaierated his counfels ; neither
wag there wanting fome other that theught

him
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him net alicgether void of 2 Lintle ambuion,
to fhew his power cither to knit or diffolve.

Howloever, the whole fcene of affairs was
changed from Spain to I'rance 5 there now lay
the profpedtive.  Which alteration being ge-
nerally liked, and all alterations of flate being
ever attributed ' to the powerfullelt under
princes,  the dule Dbecaine fuddenly and
firangely gracious among the multitede, and
was even in parliament highly cxalied ; fo as
he did fecin for a time to have overcome that
natural incompatibility, which, in the expe-
rience of all ages, hath been noted between
the valgar and the fovereign favour, But thia
was-no more than a mere bubble or blaft, and,
like an ephemeral fit of applaufe, as will ap-
peariin the fequel of his life,

After Lis return from Spain, ke was made
lord.warden of the cinque-ports, (which is, as
itwere, a fecond udmiralty) and fteward like-
wife of the rranour of Haim jton-court, Dig-
nitics and ofiices [l growing of trutt or pro-
ity and the king now giving not only out of
beneficent difpofition, byt a very habitual and
tonfirmed cuftom,

One year, fix months, and two days after
the jovful seception of the prince his fon from
Spain, king James accompliflied at Theobalds
s 0wn days.on earth, . Under whom the
duke had /run a lowg courfe of ealm and
fmooth profperity 1 I mean long, for the or-
dinary life of favaur; and the more notable,
Lecaufe it had been withoar any vilible ecliple

Vg on
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or wave in himfelf, amidft divers variations in
athers,

‘The moft important and prefling care of a
new and vigorous king, was his marriage, for
an immediate eftablithment of the royal line ;
wherein the duke having had an efpecial hand,
he was fent 1o condu@ hither the princefs
Henrietta Maria, youngeft daughter to the
great Henry of Bourbon ; of whom his ma-
Jjetty, as hath been faid, had an ambulatery
view in his travels. He was accompanied with
no peer but the earl of Montgomery,

Now this embafly, thoagh it had z private
fhew, being charged with more formality than
matter (for all the eflential conditions were
before concluded) conld howfoever want no
ornaments or bravery to adorn it, Among
which, it is worthy of a litttle remembrance,
that the duke, one folemn day, gorgeoufly
clad in a fuit all over fpread with diamonds,
and having loft one of them of good value,
perchance as he might be dancing, after his
manner, with lofty motion, it was ftrangely
recovered again the next morning in a court
full of pages : fuch a diligent attendant was

fortune every wherey both abroad and at
home,

After this fair difcharge, all civil honours
having fhowered on him before, there now fell
out great occafions to draw forth his fpirits in-
to aftion ; a breach firft with Spain, and not
long after with France itfelf, notwititanding
fo firait an affinity fo lately treated with the
one, and aétually accomplithed with the other:

as
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as if, indeed, according to that pleafant maxim
of flate, kingdoms were never married. This
muft of neceflity inveolve the duke in bafinefs
enough to have overfet a leffer veilel, being
the next commander under the crown of ports
and fhips.

But he was noted willingly to embrace thole
overtures of public employment: for, at the
parliament at Oxford, his youth and want of
experience in maritime fervice had fomewhat
been Mhrewdly touched, even before the {luices
and flood-gates of popular liberty were yet fet
open: fo, as to wipe out that objection, Le
did new mainly attend his charge, by his ma-
Jefty’s untroubled and ferene commands, even
in a tempeftuous time.

Now the men fell 2 rubbing of armour,
which a great while had {ain oiled ; the ma-
gazines of munition were viewed ; the officers
of remains called to account ; frequent coun-
<ils of war, as many private conferences with
expert feamen ; a fleet in preparation for foue
attempr upon Spain; the duke himfelf perfon-
ally employed to the fates-general; and with
him joined, in full commiffion, the earl of
Holland, a peer both of fingular grace and
folidity, and of all {weet and {erviceable virtue
for public ufe,

Thele two nobles, after a dangerous pal-
fage from Harwich, wherein three of their
fhips were foundered, arrived the ffih day at
the Hague in Holland. Hese they were to
€nter a treaty, both with the fiates themielves,

F o and
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and with the minifters of divers allied and con.’
federate princes, about a comman diverfion
for the recovery of the palatinate where the
Ling’s only filter’s dowry had been ravithed by
the German eagle, mixed with Spanith fea-
thers : a princefs refplendent in darkncfs,
and  whofe virtues were born within  the
chance, but without the power of For-
tune,

Here it were injurious to overflip a roble
a& in the duke during this employment.
T here was a colfeftion of ceriain rare mano-
fesipts, exquifitely written in Arabick, and
foughr in the 1noft remate parts by the dili-
rence of Erpenius, the moft excellent linguitt.
‘Thefe had been left to the widow of the faid
Erpenius, and wereupon fale to the Jefuits at
Antwerp, Jiquorifh chapmen of fuch ware ;
whereof the duke petting knowledpe by his
worthy and learned fecretary, dofler Mafon,
interverted the bargain, and gave the poor
widow for them five hundred pounds ; 2 {um
above their weight in filver; and a mixed a&t
both of bounty and charity ; the more lauda-
ble by being out of his natural element. Thefe
were they which, after his death, were as nos
bly prefented as they had been bought, to the
univerity of Cambndge, by the dutchefs dow-
sger, as foon as the anderfiocd, by the afore-
foid docor Mafon, her hujband’s’ intention,
who had a purpofe likewife to raife 1n the faid
aniverfity, whereof ke was chancellor, a fair
2afe for {uch monuments, and to furnifh it with

ather
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other choice colleflions from all parts, at his
own charge. i

The aforefaid negotiation, though profe-
cated with heat and probable appearance of
great effefts, took up a month before the
doke’s return ; and then at home le met no
good news of the Cadiz attempt. In the pre-
paration therecf, though he had fpent much
follicitude, ex officio, yet it principally failed,
as was thought, by late fettiug out, and by
fome contrariety of weather at fea; whereby:
*he particular defign tooj vent before-hand 5 a
point hardly avoidable in ations of noife,
efpecially swhere the great Indian key to all
cabinets iz working.

Not long after this, the king, pondering in
his wifdom the weight of his forcign affairs,
found it fit to call a parliament at Wellmin.
fier.  This was that afembly where there ap-
Feared a fudden and marvellous converfion in
the duke’s cafe, from the moft cxalted (as he
had been both in another parkiament,andin com=
mon voice before) to the moii deprefied now 3
43 1f his condition had been capable of ne me-
diocrities ; and it conld not but trouble him
the more, by happening wlen he was (o frefniy
returned out of the Low-Country provinees,
out of a meriterions employment in his inward
conceit and hope. Which being the fingle
eXample that our annals have yielded, from
the time of Wiiliam de la Pool, duke of Suf-
folk, under Henry VI, of fuch 2 concurrence

: e
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of two extremes, within fo thort a time, by
moft of the fame commenders and difprovers.
‘This ftrange phznomenon began from a
travelled dottor of phyfic, of bold fpirit and
of able elocution ; who, being returned one of
the burgeffes, which was not ordinary in one
of his coar, fell, by a metaphorical allufion,
tranflated from his own faculty, te propound
the duke’s as a main caufe of many infirmities
in the flate, or near that purpofe ; being fore
enough of feconds, after the firft onfet, in the
lower houfe. As for any clofe intelligence
that they had before-hand with fome in the
higher, though that likewife was faid, there
wants ground to afhrm, or believe it more
than a general conceit ; which perhaps might
run of the working of envy amonglt thofe
that were neareflt the objet, which we fee fo
familiar, beth in natural and moral caufes,
The duke’s anfwers to his appeachments,
in number thirteen, were very diligently and
civilly couched ; and, though his heart was
big, yet they all favour of an humble fpirit,
ont way, equitabie confideration, which could
not but poflefs every vulgar conceit, and fome-
what allay the whole matter 3 thar, in the
bolting and fifiing of near fourteen years of
fuch power and favour, ail that came out
could not be expefied to be pure, and white,
and fine meoal; but mult needs have warhal
among it a certain mixtere of padar and bran,
in this lower age of human fragility, How-
foever
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foever this tempelt did only fhake and net
rent his fails : for his majelly, confidering
that almoft all his appeachments were withoue
the compafs of his own reign; and, more-
aver, that nothing alledged againft him- had,
orcould be, proved by oath, according to the
conititutien of the houfe of commons ; which
the duke himfelf did not forget in the preface
of his anfwers: and, laitly, having had fuch
experience of “his fidelity, and obfervance
abroad, where he was chief in truft, and in
the participation of all hazards, found himfelf
engazed in honour, and in the {enfe of his own
natural goodnefs, to fupport him at home from
any further inquictude, and too dear buy his
higheit teflimonies of divers important impu~
tations; whereof the truth is beft known to his
majefty while he was prince.

The fummer following this parliament, af-
ter an embarque of our trading fhips in the
river of Bourdeaunx, and other points of fove~
reign affront, there fucceeded the a&tion of
Rheez, wherein the duke was perfonally em-
ployed on either element, both as admiral
and general, with hope in that fervice to re-
<over the public good will, which he faw, by
his own example, might quickly be won and
loft. This action found more hanourable cen-
fure, even from fome of the French writers,
than it had generally amongft ourfelves at
home : as, touching the duke’s own deport-
ment in that ifland, there was matter of glor

: peins y
and grief fo cqually diftributed on both fides,
as
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as if Fortune had meant we fhould quickly be
friends again.

The duke's carriage was furely noble
throughont. To the gentlemen, ot fuir re-
fpet; bountiful to the foldier, according to
any “fpecial valoe which he fpied in any;
tender and careful of thofe that were hurt 3 of
anqueflionable courage in himfclfy and rather
fearful of fame than danger. In his counte-
nance, which is the part that alleyes interpret,
no open alteration, even after the {uccours
which he expe&ed did fail him ; but the lefs
he fhewed withouor, the more it wrought in-
#rinfically, according to the nature of fuppreffed
paffions : for certain i is, that, to his often
mentinned fecretary, Dr. Mafon, whom helaid
in 'z pallet near him, for natural ventilation
of his thooghts, he wonld, in the ablence of
all other cars and eyes, break cut into bitrer
and paflionate irruptions, protefting, That
never his difpatches to divers princes, nor the
great bufinefs of a fleet, of an army, of a
fiepe, of "a treaty, of war, of peace, both on
foat together, 'and all ‘6f them in his head at
a time, did not fo much break his repofe, as
a conceit, That fome at home, under his ma-
Jefty, of whom he had well delerved, were
now content ta forget hime.

OF their two forts, he couid not take ths
‘one, nor would he take the-other; bui, in'the
general town, he maintained a feizure and
pofleflion of the whole thres months and eigh-
teen days 3 and, at the firlt defcent on f_ru:rle,
12
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ke was not immured with 2 wooden veflel, bat
he did counntenance the landing it his long-
boat ; where fuccecded fuch a defeat of near
two handred horfe, {and thefe not, by his
guefs, mounted in hafte, but the moft part
gentlemen of family and great refolution} fe-
conded with two thoufand foot, as all cir-
camflances well ballanced on either fide, may
furely endure a compaiifon with any of the
braveft impreflions in antient tire,

in the iffue of the wholz bufinefs, he feems
tharged in opinica with a kind of improvi-
dent confcience, having brought of that with
kim to camp, perchance, too much from a
court where Fortunc had never deceived him,
Befides, we mult conlider him yet bot rude
in the profeflion of arms, thaugh grecdy of
honiour, and zealous in the caufe.

At lus return o Plymouth, a frange accia
dent befel him; perchance not fo worthy o
memory for itfelf, as for that it feemeth ta
have a kind of prelude to his final period,

Lord Goring, a gentleman of tree honour,
and of vigilant atfettions for his friend, fent
to the duke, in all expedition, an exprefly
meflenger, with advifement, to ailure his
own perion by declining the ordinary road te
London ; for, that he had credible intelli-
gence of a plot againft his life, to be putin
execution upen him in his {aid journey towards
the court, ; :

The duke meeting the meflenger an the
Wway, read the letter, and fmothering it in his

pockety
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} pocket, without the leaft imaginable appre-

; Lenhon, rede forward, his compuny being,

11 abeut that time, not above {even or cight ia
numnber, and thofe ne otherwife provided

for their defeuce than with ordinary fwonds.
| After this, the duke had advarced thrge
| miles before he met with an old woman, near
i 2 town in the road, who demanded, Whether
' the duke werein the cempany ! and bewraying
feine ¢fpecial occafion to be brought to him,
was led to his horfz-fide ; where the told him,
u that, in the very next town where he was to
pafs, fhe had heard fome delperate men vow
I his death ; and thereupon would have direfted
i hiwn abeut by a furer way.
i This old woman’s cafual 2ccels, joined with
that deliberate advertifement which he had
l before from his noble friend, moved him to
participate both the tenour of the faid letter,
! and all the circumftunces, with his company ;
{1 who were jointly upon confent that the woman
It kad adviftd him well. Notwithftanding all
which importonity, he refolved not to wave
|1 his way upon this reafon, perhaps more ge-
nerous than provident, that if, as he faid, he
fhould but once, by fuch a diverfion, make
his enemy believe he were afraid of danger,
be thould never live withoat.

Hereupon his young nephew, lord vifcount
Fielding, being tlen in his company, outof a
noble {pisit, befought him, that he would,
at leait, honour him with his coat and blue
ribbon, thorough the town, pleadimg his |im-
- cle’s b
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¢he’s lifis, whercupon lay the property of his
whole famnily, was of all things under Heaven,
the moil precious unto him; and undertzking
fo to pelture and mufle up himfelfin his hood,
as the duke’s manner was to ride in cold wea~
ther, that none thould difcern him from him ;
and fo he thould be at the more liberty fov his
own defence. At which fweet propofition,
the duke caught him in his arms, and kifled
him; yet would not, as he faid, accepr of
fuch an offer from a nephew, whofe life he
tendered as much as himfelf 5 and fo liberally
rewarded the poor creature for her good will,
After fome (hort direftions to his company,
how they fhould carry themielves, he+ode on
without perturbation of his mind. He was
ne fooner entered into the town, but afcam-
ling foldier clapt hold of his bridle, which he
thought was in a begging, or (perchance lome-
what worle) in a dvenken fafhion; yet a gen-
tleman of his train that rode a pretty diltance
behind him, conceiving by the premifes it
might be a beginning of fome milchievous in-
tent, fpurred up his horfe, and with a violent
rufh fevered him from the duke, who with the
reft wenton guickly through the town : neither
was there any further enquiry into that prac-
tice, the duke, peradventure, thinking it wif-
dom naottorefent diftontentments too deep,

At his return to the court he found no
change in faces, but fmothered murmurings
for the lofs of fo many gallant gentlemen ;
againft which his friends did eppofe In their

difcourfes
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difeourfes the chance of war, tomether witha
sentle expectation for want of fupply in time.
But after the complaints in parliament, and
the unfortonate iffue at Rheez, the duke's fame
fell more and more in oblogquy among the mafs
of peeple, whofe judpmients are only recon-
ciled with good fuccefles : fo as he faw plain.
Iv that he mult abroad apain to re&ify Ly kLis
beflt ‘endeavour under the publie Tervive, his
own repuration,  Whercupon new - prepira-
tives were in hand, and partly Feparatives of
the formier beaten at fea.  And in the mean
while, he was not anmindful in his civil cocrfe,
1o caft 20 cye upon the weys, to win unto him
fuch as have been of piincipal credit in the
lower houle of pa:liament, applying lenitives,
or fubdufting from that pait where he knew
the humours were fharpeft: amidft which
thoughts, hz was furprifed with a fatal firoke,
written in the black book of necefiity,

I'here was a younger brother, of mean for-
tune, born in the county of Suffolk, by name
John Felton, by natare of a deep, melzncho-
Iy, filent, and gloomy conftitution, butbrad
in the adtive way of a foldier; and thereby
raifed to the place of lientenant to a company
of foot, in the regiment of Sir James Ramley.
This was the man that clafely within himfelf
had conceived the duke’s death. Bur what
may have heen the immediate or greatel me-
tive of that felanious conception, is even yet
in the'clouds.

It
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Tt was faid at Arft, thac he had been {tung
\ Wwith a denial of his captain’s place, who died
m_ England ;" whercot thus much indeed is
| true, that the duke, before he would juveit
l him_in_the faid place, advifing firlk (as his
! manner was) with bis colone_l; e found him
| tointerpofe for one Powel, his own lieutenant,
a gentleman of extraordinary valour, and ac-
\ cording to military cuftom, the plice was
good, that the licutcnant of the colonel’s com-
Pany might weil pretend to the next vacant
|| captuinilip, under the fame regiment; Which
| Felton acknowledged 1o be in ttleif very ufual
f and cquitabic, befides the ipeeial merit of the
perfon.  So as the aforefaid conceit of fome
rancour harbonred upon this denial had no true
ground. There was anotheramagination, that
between a koight of the fame county {whom
| the duke had lately taken into foms,pood de-
| gree of favour) and the faid Felton, there had
' been ancient quarrels, not yer well: healed,
which might perhaps lie fellering in his breaft,
and by 2 certain inflamation produce this efe
fedt, But that carries fmall prebability,  that
Felton would fo deface his own -adl,. as 1o
make the duke no more than an oblique faa
crifice to the fumes of his private revenge up-
on 2z third perfon.
. Therefore the truth is, that, either to honeft
adeed after it was done, or to flumber. his
confcience in the doing, he Rtudied other ins
centives, alledging, not three hours before liis
€xecution, to Sir Richard Grefham, two only

inducements

e —
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inducements thereof. ‘The fislt, as he made
it in order, was a certain libellous book, writ-
ten by one Egolefione, a Scattith phyfician,
which made the duke one of the foulel moén-
flers upon earth; and indeed, unworthy not
only of life in a Chriftian court, and under fo
virtuous a king, but of any room within the
bounds of humanity, if his prodigious pre-
dictions had the leaft femblance of truth. The
fecend was, the remonflrance itfelf of the lower
houfe of parliament againft him, which per-
chance, he thoughtthe faireft cover, fo he put
in the fecond place. Whatfoever were the true
. motives, which none can determine but the
' prince of darknels itfelf, he did thus profecute
the effeét.

In a by-catler’s fhop on Tower-hill, he
bought a ten-penny knife, and the fheath
thereof hefewed to the lining of his pocket,
that he might at any moment draw forth the
blade alone with one hand, for he had
maimed the other, 'This done, he made
_ fhift, partly as it is faid, on horfeback,
ik and partly on foor, to get to Portfimouth,
, for he was indigent and low in money, which
¢ perhaps might have 2 little edged his defpe-
ration, At Porilimouth on Saturday, being
the twenty-third of Auguft of that current
year, he prefled without any fufpicion in fuch
a time of fo many pretenders to' employment,
into an inward chamber, where the doke was
at breakfaft (the laft of his repafts in this
world) accompanied with men of quality and
aftion, with monfieur de Soubes, and Sir

Thomas
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Thomas Fryer. And there, a little before the
duke’s nifing from the table, he went and
llood expellny tilt he fhould pals througha
Kind of lobby, between that room and the
next, whees were divers attending him, Tow
waids which paffage, as I conceive, fomewhat
darker than the chamber which he voided,
while the duke came, with §ir Themas Fryer
clofe at his ear, in the very moment as the faid
knight withdréw himfeli from the duke, this
aflafiin gave him, with a back blow, a deep
wound in his left fide, leaving the knife in his
body ; which the duke himflf pulling out,
on & fudden effufion of fpirits, he funk down
under the table in the nextroom, and immedi-
ately expired.

Certain it 1s, that fome good while before,
Sir Clement Throzmorton, a gentleman then
living, of grave judgment, had in a private
conference advifed him to wear a privy-coat,
whofe council the duke received very kindly s
bat gave him this anfwer, That againft any
popular fury, a fhirt of mail would be but a
{illy defence 3 and for any fingle man’s affault,
he took himfelf to be in no danger. - So dark
is deftiny.

One thing in this enormous accident, is
beyond all wonder : ‘That within the fpace
of not many minutes after the fall of the body,
and removal thereof into the firll room, there
was not a living creature in cither of the cham-
bers, not more than if it had lain in the f&nds
of /Ethiopia; whereas commonly, in fuch

2 cafes,

e
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«afes, yon fhall note every where a great and
fudden conllux of people unto the place, to
hearken and to fee. But it fhould feem the
very horror of the fa&t had ftupiied all curiofi-
ty, and fo difperfed the multitude, that it 15
thought even the marderer himlelf might have
efcaped {who gave the blow none could affirm)
' if he had not lingered about the houfe bzlow,
nat by any confufed arreft of confcience, as
hath been feen in like cxamples, bat by very
. pride inhis own deed, as if i efelt therewere
il little difference between being rembembered
1 by a virtuous fame, or an illutirious infamy,
Thus died this great peer, in the ‘thirty-fixth
year of his age compleat, and three days over,
ina time of greatrecourfe unto him, and de.
pendence upon him, the houle,; ‘and town full
. of fervants and f{uitors, his dutchefs in an up-
| per rootn, fcarce yet out of bed ;iand the
' court at that time not above fix or nine miles
from him, which had been the flage of his

greatnels,
i " Asto any ominous prefagement before his
! end, it is reported, that being to take his
i ledve of mypdord’s grace of Canterbury, then
hithop of Londen, whotn he knew well planted
in the king’s mnchangoable afie€tion by his
own great zbilities 3 alter.courtefies of courfe
! had paﬂ'ed betwesn them » My lord days the
i duke, I koow your lordthip hath very worthi-
:.; 1y good accefles unto th; king our fovereign;
} let me pray you to put his majefly in mind 10
i | Le good, as [ noways diftraft,"to my peor wif:i :
. an 0
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and children, At which words, or at his
tountenance in the delivery, or at both, my
lord bithop being fomewhat troubled, took
the freedown to afk him, whether he had never
any fecret abodement in his mind. No, re-
plied the dulke, but I think fome adventure
may kill me as well as another man.

‘The very day betore he was {lain, fecling
fome indifpoliion of body, the king was
pleafed 10 give bim the honour of a vifir, and
found him in his bed ; where, and after much
fesious and private difoourfe, the duke, =t his
majefty’s departing, embraced him in a very
uofuzl and paflionate mannér, and in hike
fort his friend the earl of Holland, as if his
foul had divired he fhould fee them no moie :
which infufions towards fatal ends, had been
obferved by fome authors of no light authe-
my.

}(')n the very day of his death, the countefs
of Denbigh received aletter from him ; where-
unto al} the while fhe was wiiting her anfwer,
fhe bedewed the paper with her tears; and af-
ter a moft biwer pafllion {whereof the could
‘yield no reafon, but that her deareft brothes
¥as {0 be gone) the fell downin 2 fwoon,
Her faid letter ended thus: * [ will pray for
your happy return, which 1 look at with a
great cloud over my head, too heavy for my
poor heart to Dear without torment; but f
hope the greai God of heaven will blefs
you.”

VoL. V. G The
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“i'he d=y following, the bithop of Ely, her
devoted friend, who was thauplt the fittelt
preparer of her mind to receive fuch a doleful
accident, came to viiit her; but Lizaring fhe
was at relt, he attended tifl the fhowold awake
of herfelf, which fhe did with the affrightment
of a dream, Her brother feemed to pais
through a field with her, in her coach ; where
hearing a fudden fhout of the people, and aik-
ing the reafon, it was an(wered to have been
for joy that the duke of Buckingham was fick.
Which natural imprellion fhe fcarce had re-
lated unto her gendewoman, before the bi-
fhop was entered into her bed-chamber for a
chofen meflenger of the duke’s death.

But the moft remarkable inflance of all is
the famous fory of the apparition, which we
have from lord Clarendon.

* There was an officer in the king s ward -robe
in Windfor Caftle, of 2 good reputation for
honefty and difcretion, and then about the age
of fifty years or more,

¢ This man had in his youth been bred in a
{chool in the parifh where Sir George Villiers,
the father of the duke, lived, and had been
much cherifhed and obliged in that feafon of
his age by the faid Siv George, whom after-
wards he never faw.

¢ About fix months before the miferable end
of the duke of Buckingham, about midnight,
this man being in his bed at Windfor, where
his oflice was, and in very good health, there
appeared to him on tae fide of his bed, a mar;_

o
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.of 2 very venerable afpect, who drew the cur.
tains of his bed, and fixing his eyes upon him,
atked him if he knew him.

i The poor tman; half dead with fear
.and apprehenfion, being afked the fecond
time, whether he remembered him, and hav-
g in thattime called to his memory the pre-
dence of Sir Greorge Villiers, and the very
cloaths he nfed to wear, in which at that time
he femed to be habited, he anfwered him,
that he thought bim o be that perfon 5 he re-
plied, he was in the right, that he was the
lame, and that he expefled a fervice from
him, which was, thathe fhould go from him,
to his fon the duke of Buckingham, and tell
him, if he did not fomewhat to ingratiate
himfelf to the people, or at leaft to abate the
extreme malice which they had againfi him,
he would be fufiercd to live but a fhort
time.

¢ After this difcourle he difappeared, and the
poor man (if hehad been at all waking) flept
very well till moraing, when he helieved all
this to be a dream, and confidesed it no other-
wile.

*“ The next night, ot fhertly after, the fame
perfon appeared to him again, in the fame
place, and about the fame time of the night,
with an afpet a lictle more fevere than before,
and afked him, whecher he had done as he
had required of him; and perceiving he had
not, gave him very fevere reprehsnfions, told
Jim he expetted more compliance from him,

7 2 and
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and that if he did not perform his commands,
he {hovld enjoy no peace of mind; but
flionld always be purfued by him: uvpon
which he promifed him to obey. Rut the
next morning waking out of a good fleep,
though he was exceedingly perplexed with
the lively reprefentation of all particolars to
his memory, he was ftill williag to perfuade
himfeif that he had only dreamed, and con-
fidered that he was a perlon at fuch = ditance
from the duke, that he knew not how to find
nut any admiffion to his prefence, much lefs
kad any hope to be believed in what he
fhorld fay ; fo with great trouble and unquiet-
nels he fpent fome time in thicking what he
fhould do : and in the end refolved to do no-

thing in the matter.
¢t "I'he fame perfon appeared to him the third
time with a terrible countenance, and bitterly
reproaching him for not performing what he
had promied to do. The poor man bhad,
by this time, recovered the courage to teil
him, that in truth he had deferred the execu-
tion of his commands, upon coniidering how
difficult a thing it would be for him to get
any aceefs to the duke, having acquaintance
with no perfon about him; and if he thould
obtain admiffien to him, he fhould never be
able to perfuade him shat he was fent in fuch
a manner ; that he fhou!d at leaft be thought
to be-mad, or to be fet on and employed by
his own, or the malice of other men to abufe
the
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the duke ; and fo he thould be fure to be un-
dune.

* The perfon replied, as he had done befare,
that he (hould never find reit Gli he fhould
perform what he had required, and therefore
he were better to dilpatch it; that the accefs
te his fon was known te be very ealy, and
that few men waited loang for him ; and for
the gaining him credit he would tell him wwo
of three particulars, which he charged hun
never t¢ mention to any perion Jiving but 0
the duke himfelf ; and he fhould nao {ooner
hear them but he fhould believe all the reft
ke Mould fay 5 and fo repeating his threats, he
left him.,

<t In the morning the poor man, more con-
firmed by the latt appearance, made his jou-
ney to London, where the court then was;
ke was very well known to Sir Ralph Freeman,
ane of the matters of requefts, who had mar~
tied 2 lady that was nearly allied o the
duke, and was himfelf well received by him :
to him this man went, and thongh he did not
acquaint him with all the particulars, e faid
enough to let him know there was fomething
extraordinary. iv it; and the krowledge he
had of the fobricty and difcretion of the man,
made the more impreflien on him : he defired
that by his means he might be brooght to the
duke, in fuch a place and in {fuch a manner as
fhould be thought fit, afiirming that he had
much to fay to him, and of fuch a pature as

G 3 would
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would require mech privacy, and fome time
wnd patience in the hearing,

“ Sir Ralph promifed he would fpeak firft
with the duke of him, and then he fhould
vaderitand his - pleafure ; and accordingly,
the firlt - opportunity he did inform him of
the reputation and horefly of the man, and
then what he defired, and of all he knew of
the matter. '

“ The dake, according tahis ufual opennefs
and condefcention, told him, that he was the
next day early to huut with the king;' that
his horfes fhould awend him at Lambethe
Bridge, where he fhould land by five of the
cicck in the morning ; and it the man at-
tepded him there at that hour, he would
walk and {peak with him as long as fhould be
necellary, g

*t Sir Ralph carried the man with him the §
next morning, and prefented him to the duke
2t nis larding, who received him courteoufly,
and walked afide in conference near an hour ;
none bur his own fervants being ac that bour
in :hat place ; and they and Sir Ralph at fuch
a diflance, that they could net hear a word,
tioagh the duke fomeumces fpeke loald, acd
with g-eat emation, which $ir Kaiph the moe
eanly cbierved and pericived. becauie he Kept
hiseyes always fixed wpon the duke, h:wi'.lng
precared the confc;rencc apon fomewhat he
kncw was exiraordinary.

¢ The man cold hiwn, in his return over the
water, that when e mentioned thofe particu-
Ik lals
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lars which were to gain him credit the fub-
flance whereof he f1d he durit not impart
unto him} the duke's colour changed, and
ke fwore he could come ar that keow-
ledge o:ily by the devii, for thae diofs parti-
calars were c'miy koown to himiclt asd toone
poerlon more, who he was fuee would never
{pCJ'r: af ir.

“ The duke purfusd his purpefe of hunting,
but was oblerved to ride all the morning wic
gieat penfivepels and in deep thovghts, wiii-
aur any delighe inthe exerarle lic was apon ;
and belore the morning wns {uant, lelt the
fnld, and alighted at his mother’s Jodgiogs tu
Wihitehell, widh whom 1o was fhot up for iz
fpace of two or three hoeors 5 the noife of theie
difcourfe frequently reaching thy ears of tholz
who attended in the = xt reoms. And when
the dulie lett her, it counterance appeared
full of troubies wits a mixwure of anger; a
countenance that was never before cbferved in
him in anv conver(ition witn her, towards
wiom he had a profound reverence; and the
countefs heclelf (for thonoh fhe was marcied
to a private genticinan, Sir Thomas Compten,
fhe had been created countefs of Bueking-
ham fhortly afwr her fon bad affumed that
title} was at the duke’s leaving her found
overwhebmed in teass, and in the figheit agony
Imaginabie. :

< Whatever therewas of all this, itisa notos
rious truth, that when the news: of the duke’s
murder (which happened withia a few montha

4 afier)
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after} was brought to his mother, fhe feemed
Rt in the leat degree furprifed, bue received
‘1t as fhe had forefeen it; nor did afterwards
cxpreis fuch a degree of ferrow as was expedt-
ed from fuch a mother for the lofs of fuch
s fon”

This Rory is related with fome Jittde cir-
cumitanial ditference by f(everal confiderable
authors, who all feem to agree in the moll
naterial parts of it

Fame, though with fome privacy, fays,
that the fecret token was an inceftuous breach
of modefty between the duke and a certain
lady tco neasly related to him, which it fur.
priled the duke to hear of; and that as he
thought he had good reafens to be fure the
lady would not tell it of herfelf, fo he thought
none bur the devil could tell it befides her ;
and this aftonithed him, fo that he was very
far from receiving the man flightly, or laugh-
ing at his meflage.

He took to wife, eight years and two
months before his death, the lady Catherine
Mannets, heir general to the noble houle of
Rutland, who, befides a folid addition te his
eftate, brought him three fons and a daughter,
calledthe lady Mary, his firlt born ; his eldeft
fon died at nutfe, before his journey to Rheex;
2nd his third, the lord Francis, was born afier
this father’s death; fo as neither his firft nor
his Jaft were participant of any fenfe of his
misfortunes or felicities ; his fecond fon, now

duke
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duke of Buckingham, was born to chear him
on his return from that unlucky vayage.

For thefe fweet pledges, and no lefs for the
unqueftionable virtues of ier perfon and mind,
he loved her dearly, and well exprefled his
love in an att and time of no fimoplation
towards his end, begueathing her all his
manfion-houfes during her natural life, and a
power to difpofe of his whole perfonal ettate,

together with a fourth part of his lands in .

jointure ; he left his elder brother of the
fame womb a vifeount, and his younger bio-
ther an earl ; Sir Edward Villiers, his half-
brother on the father’s fide, he either preferred
or removed (call it how you will) from his
ftep mother’s eye to the prefidentthip; where
be lived in fingular eftimation for his juftice
and hofpitality ; and died with as much grief
of the whole province, as ever any governor
did (before his religious lady of {fweer and
noble difpofition) adding mach to°his honour.
The eldeft of the brethren, and heir of the
name, was made a baronet, but abflained
from court, enjoying perhaps the greater great-
nefs of felf-fruirion,

He left his moeher a countefs by patent in
her own perfon, which was a new leading ex-
ample, grown before fomewhat rare, fince the
«days of queen Mary. ‘His fifter of Denbigh
s(that right character of a good lady) he met

humbly recommended to the queen ; who af- |

ter a difcharge .of fome French in her court

5 witag
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that were to return, took her into three {everal
places of honourand truft.

In thort, not te inQflt en every particular
branch of thofe private preferments, he left ali
his female kindred, of the entire or half bood,
defcending of the name of Villiers or Peau-
mont, withinany near degree, either matched
with peers of the realm aftaally, or hopefully
with earls {fons and heirs; or at lealt with
knights, or doflors of divinity, and of plenti-
ful condition : he did not much firengihen
his own {ubfiffence n court, but ftood there
on kis own feet, for the truth is, the moit of
his allies rather leaned vpon him, than thoar-
ed him wp. "His familiar fervants, eicher
about his perfon in ordinary altendance, or
sbouc his affairs of ftate, as his fecretaries ;
or of cifice, as his fteward ; or of law, as that
weithy knight whom he long ufed to follicit
his caufes ; he left all, both in goed fortune,
and, which is more, in good fame.

PRI L e
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Tue LIFE or

Tuomas WENTWORTH,

T Howumas WeEvrwor T was the (on
of Sir William Wenwworth, baronet,
and Anne, dawvghiter and heir to Sir Robert
Atkins of Stowell, ia the conney of Gleucetter,
knight ; ard was born ou the thirteenth ot
Apnl 1593, feven minutes after three in the
afternoon : the famous Lilly, who caleylated
his nativity, having laid down aftrologicul
realons for his vivlent death.

He was a perfon of moft extranrdinary ac-
complithments, -which raifed him to very fig-
nal Lionours and prefesments,  He ar ficfl dil~
tinguifhed himfel amonglt the king’s op-
pafers ; for which reafon he was, in the year
1625, made (heriff of Yorkibire, to prevent
his being chofen member of pariament., In
1626, he was put in confinement for refufing
to countribute to the loan, then exadted by
Charles I.  In the parliament, in 1627, he
fignalized him{elf as a patriot, upen ocealien of
the inquiry made into the grievances of the
_nation by the commans, ‘L'he abufes which
they toolintoconfideration, were billetting of
foldiers, loans by benevolence and privy-feals,
tinprifonment of gentlemen refufing 1o Jend,

G denial




132 BRITISH PLUTARCH.

denial of releale upon a habeas corpus ; and,
;amongft many fpeeches made upen this occa-
fion, none were taken more notice of than
that made by Sir Thomas Wentworth againtt
the government, But he obflerved that thofe
things were notto beimputed to the king, but
the minifters, who had formed the defign of
ftretching the prerogative beyond its due
bounds, <« They have brought the crown in-
to greater want than ever,” faid he, by
:anticipating the revenues: and can the fhep-
berd be thus {mitten, and the theep not feat-
“tered ! They have introduced a privy-coun-
<il, ravifhing at once the {pheres of all ancient
government, imprifoning us without either
bail or bond, They lave taken from us,
what # What fhall I fay? Indeed, what have
they left us? All means of fupplying the
king, and ingratiating ourfelves with him,
taking up the root of all property.”

Ashe was one of the greateft geninfes then
in England, the king could not but be fenfible
that his parts and capacity might be highly
fzrviceable to him if he could gain him to his
fide. He endeavoured it therclore, after, or
perhaps before, the diffolution of the parlia-
ment, and fucceeded fo well, that Wentworth,
‘before it was ended, became one of the greateft
fticklcrs for the royal authority, or rather for
the defpotic power the king had a mind to in-
traduce., :

Upeon this:account the kingthought him the

Gnelt perfon to be entrufied with the prefi-

dentthip
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dentlhip of the council in the north. He was
at the fame time created baron Wentworth, of
Wentworth-wood-houfe ; and, on the tenth of
December following, vifeount Wentworth of
the fame place, and was made one of the pri-
vy council ; in all which trafts he acquitted
himfelf much to the fatisfaétion of his prince,
whofe revenue he greatly improved.  His next
flep of preferment was to be lord-deputy of
Ireland, where he preferred learned and
pious men-who were attached to epifcopacy.
tle moreover raifed eight regiments for the
king’s {ervice, each confifting of one thoufand
men ; butbefore he had difpofed of thele forces
into necelflary quarters, he was recalled to Eng-
land, and made lieutenant-general to the earl
of Northumberland, who commanded the ar-
my which was going to be employed againft
the Scots, who had then invaded the king-
dom,

On the twelfth of January, 15 Charles I.
he was created baron of Raby, and earl of
Strafford ; and was alfo made knight of the
Earter, on the twelfth of September 1640 3
but things not fucceeding well in Ireland un-

! der Sir Chrifeper Wandesford, mafler of the

rollsthere,whom hehad left deputy in his room 3

and the parliament of England by this time

entering intefecret engagements with the Scots,
the earl of Strafford’s ruin was brought abont
not long after. He had fo entirely devoted
Limfelf to the king, that, in his two great

offices of prefident of the court of York, and
Tord-
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lord-tientenant of Ireland, he had o other view
but to ttretch the prerogative-royal, and in.
creafe the king’s revenues. His proud and
haaghty carriage had given no lefs offence to
the public than his adtions, whereby he ftrove
to citabiifh an arbitrary power. He was there-
fore the firft among thofe who paffed for the
authors of the grievances upen whom the
florm fell.

On the eleventh of Movember, eight davs
after the opening of the parliament, Mr, l’_v'm
having defired and obtained his defire of the
commons, that the doors of the houfe might
be locked, and the outward room ¢leared of
ftrangers, informed them, thar there were fove-
ral complaints againit the earl of Suafford,
which gave juft grounds to accufe him of high
treafon,  The houfe havivg received this -
formation, immediately appointed acommittee
of {even, who withdrew 1nto another room,
and conferring together, reported fHortly af-
ter, that itwas their opinion, there was juft
caule to iinpeach the earl of Strafford.  ‘Then
Mr. Pym was ordered to go to the houfe of
Iotds, and accufe the earl of high weafon, in
the namne of the commons. He had orders
alfo ‘to tell the lords, that the commons would,
in due time, produce the ardicles of aceufatior,

. and defired that the accafed might, oll then,

be put i fafe cuftody. The earl of Strafford
had that very day qattted the army, and taken
his place in the houfe of lords. He had been
appriled before be left the anmy that a deflign

: Was
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was formed to attack him : but, whether
through pride, or a perfuafion that, having
done nothing without the king’s anthority, he
was fecure, he flighted the advice, and would
be prefent in the parliament. ~Indeed, (ome
months before, the king’s protedtion was more
than fufficient to fereen him from all danger 3
but the face of affairs was changed, and it
feems {urprifing that a perfon of fo excellent
an underftanding, could imagine, that the
king was able to proteét him at fuch a junc-
ture,

No fooner had the commons impeached the
earl, but the lords committed him to the cufl
tody of the bluck-rod, and fome diys after
fent him to the Tower, The procefs againft
him could not be ready to be tried till the
twenty-fecend of March, 1650-1. The trial
lafted i}l the twelfth of April, and then the
commons, who had been prefent ail the while,
perceiving, doubtlefs, that the fentence would
not prove as rigorous as they defired, refolved
to proceed againit the eatl by way of bill of ac-
tainder.

They voted, therefore, on the fixteenth
and nincteenth of April, that it was fufficiently
proved, that the carl of Straford” had endea-
voured to fubvert the fandamental laws of the
kingdom, and introduce an arbitrary and ty-
rannical govermment into the realms of Eng-
land and Ireland ; and that, confequently, he
was guilty of high-treafon,

On
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On the twenty firtt of the fame month, the
bill of attainder was pafled, there being twa
hundred and four for 1t, and fifty nioe againlt
it. The bill met with fo great oppofitien in
the houfe of peers, that it was very doubtful
whether it would be paffed or thrown ouc;
for which reafon, on the twenty-fourth, was
prefented to both houles a petition, fubfcribed
by above forty thoufand inhabitants of Lon-
don, fetting forth the caufes of their fofpi-
cions and fears; and, amongft others, that
jultice was not yet executed upon the earl of
Strafford ; and, that there was reafon to dread
fome fecret plot againfl the parliament,

The twenty-eighth of Apil, the commona
{ent a meflage to the lords, that they had re-
ceived information, thar the earl of Siraford
had adefign to make an efcape out of the
Tower; that the guard abour him was weak ;
and therefore defired he might be kept clofe
prifoner, and his guards flrengthened ; to
which the lords confented.

The firk of May, the king came to the
parliament, and, in a fpeech to both houfes,
{aid, That, having been prefent.at the trial of
the earl of Strafford, he could not in confci-
ence ¢ondemn him of high-trealon, though he
thonght him guilty of mifdemeanours : there-
fore he defired the lords to find fome way to
bring him out of &his great fireight. The
commons were very much troubled and dif-
contenied with this fpeech, and direfily ad-
Journed




S —

THOMAS WENTWORTH. 137

journed till the third of May ; on which day
a great multitude at Weftminfler infulted and
threatened the lords, as they were going to
the houle, crying out, Juflice! Jaflice!

It was no eafy matter for the lords to avoid
doing what the commons defired. [n the firit
place, they had infpired the nation with fuch
a terror, that no ene durft oppole their refolu-
tions, for fear of beingr thought to have ill
defigns, and expofed to inevitable ruin. Se
condly, the people ftill continued to flock about
Weftminiter, and openly threatened the lords.
Thirdly, the multitude prefented the fame day
2 petitign to the lords, demanding juftice
againft the ecarl of Strafford, and that their
lordihips would pleafe to free them from the
fear of a confpiracy. Fourthly, on the mor-
row, being the fourth of May, the people
getting  together apain at Weftminlter in
greater numbers than the day before, fome in-
cendiaries pafted up againit a wall in the old
palace-yard, the names of fifty-hx members,
and called them Straffordians, and betrayers of
their country. Laitly, the fame day the mul-
titude prefented to the lords another petition,
faying, that they underilood the TFower was
Eoing to receive a garrifon of men, not of the

amlets, as ufoally, but confilting of other
perfons, under the command of a captain, a
great confident of the ear! of Strafford’;
which was donc to make way for the earl's

<fcape,
Upon
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Upon this petition, the houfe {ent fix peers
to po and examine Sir William Balfour, lien-
tenant of the Tower, about the truth of the
matter.  Balfour anfwered, 1t was true he had
his majefly’s order to receive one hundred men
into the ‘Fower, and captain Billingily t0 com-
mand them, and to receive only fuch men as
the captain fhould bring 1o him ; but under-
flanding now their lordthip’s pleafure, he would
receive no other guard into the Tower but the
hamict-men.

T'he lords further declared, at a conference
with die commons, that they were drawing to
a-conclufion of the bill of attainder; but were
fo encompafled with - muliitades of peaple,
that they might be conceived not to be fiee ;
and therefore defited the commons to join
with them, to find cut fome way to fend the
pecpie to their homes, Then they debated
the proteftation which bad before been drawn
ep in order to be figned by all the members ;
the parpost of whicl was, that each member
ficuld do ali that jay in his power to defeud
the religion of the church of Ergland, and the
privilzges of parliament; and fhould do all
in his power to biing tn condign punifhrnent
all that by focce or confpivacy thould do any
thing againtt either,

This protefiztion being paffed, and taken
by four hundred and thirty-three commoners,
and one hundred and bx lords, including the
bifhiops and judges, the commons ordered Dir.

Burgels
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Burgefs to acquaint the mueltitude with the pro-
teltation taken by both houfes, and that they
were defired to retire to their houfes. ‘The
multitude, having received this information,
departed.

The parliament of Ireland was no {ooner
informed that the earl of Strafford was in the
Tower, but they fent a commitee of both
houfes to England, to lzy before the parlia-
ment remonltraices concerning the grievances
the Irith endured under that Jord’s adminiftra-
tion.  Thefe remonfirances contained the very
fame charge, aflerted in twenty-eight articles,
exhibited agaiuft him by the parhament of
Yngland.

The procefs was not ready to be judged till
the twenty fecand of March, 1640-7, and
lafted 1ili the twelfth of April. It woald be
teo long-winded a woirk to give a particular
acconnt of the proofs, depofitions of evia
der}ces, anfwers of the party accu’ed upon each
article, and replies of the commons. To give
a general idea of the thing, it will fuffice to
fay, in two words, that the impeachment
running wholly upon the earl of Strafford’s
pretended intention to {ubvere the fundamental
Taws of the kingdom, the greatell part of the
crimes he was accufed of, could not he ac=
counted erimes of high-treafon, but on fuppos
fisicn of this {fame intention; and thercfore
the managers of the profecation iafifted upon
every one of the articles in order to prove this
intention ; maintaining, that, thoogh each of

them
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them was not capable of proving it, they
were, however, all together, a demonitration
of the fume: but, befides that each of thefe
articles was not cqually well proved, it re-
naincd allo 1o decide, whether the intention
could render a man guilty of treafon, The T
council for the carl of Strafford maintained,
that, although, by the law, the bare intention
of killing the king was high treafon ; it did
not follow that the intention could be confi-
dered in-the ame light with refpet to other
kinds of treafun, on which the Jaw had not
decided in the fame tnanner. On the other
hand, the ear! of Strafford thewed, that none
of the particular crimes he was charged with,
could be deemed treafon ; and, that an hun-
dred felonies could never make one treafonable i
crime,

The nineteenth of April, it was voted by
the commuous, that the endeavour of the earl l
of Swrafford to fubvert the fundamental laws !
of the realms of England and Ireland, and to
introduce an arbitrary and tyrannical govern-
ment in both thofe kingdoms, was high-trea-
fon. Two days after, a bill of attainder was
brought in againft the carl. 'The Wll was
read twice in the morning, and che third time {
in the afterncon ; and pafled with the majo- |
rity of two hundred and four againft fifty-nine;
after which it was {ent up to the lords,

Among the oppofers of the bill, the lord
’ Digby diitinguifhed himfelf by a very eloquent
‘ fpeech ; whercin he pndeavoured to thew, thhaﬁ

3
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the condemning the earl of Strafford in that
manner was a downright murder. Great
exceptions were taken at this (peech; and,
though the houfe did not feem to take much
notice of it at firlt, they ordered afterwards,
that it thould béburned by the comimon hang-
man,

The bill of attainder had not prefently the
effe@ the commons withed ; the lotds were in
no hatle to examine it, or to anfwer the im-
patience of the commons ; they had 2 mind
:‘:f{f to weigh arguments for and againf the

itl

In this interval, feveral thoufands of inha-
bitants of London prefented to bath houles a
petition againit the earl, faying he was a fworn
tnemy to the city. The twenty-eighth of
Apnil, Mr. St, John made a fpeech to the lords
t0 prave that the bill of attainder was not con-
frary to Jaw ; and, on the firlt of May, the
king came to the parliament, and made the
fallowing fpeech to bath houfes ;

# My Lorps,

ft [ HAD not any intention to have fpoken
to you of this bufinefs this day, which is the
great bufinefs of the earl of Strafford, begaufc
1 would do nothing that might ferve to binder
your accafions: but naw 1t comes to pafs,
that, feeing of neceflity I mult have part 1:111
the
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the judgment, I think it moft neceflary for me
to declare my confcience therein. I am fure
you all know that 1 have been prefent at the
hearing of this great cafe, from the one end
to the other; and I muoft tell youn, that | can-
not condemn him of high-treafon; it is not fic
for.me 1o argue the bufinefs 3 I am {ure you
will not expedt that; a pofiive doétrine beft

ibecomes the mouth of 2 princey yet I muft tell

you three great truths, which 1 am fure nobody
knows fo well as myfelf,

¢ Firft, That I had never any intention of
bringing over the Irifh army into England ;
nor ever was advifed by any body o to do.
Secondly, That there was never any debate
before me, neither in public council nor,at
private committee, of the dilleyalty of my
Englifh fubjefts; nor ever had I any fufpicion
of them, Thirdly, Twas never conncelled by
any one to alter the leaft of any of the laws of
England, much lefs to alter all the laws.
Nay, 1 mauf tell you this, I think no body
durdt ever be fo impudent to move me in it ;
for, if they had, I fhould have putfuch a mark
upon them, and made them fuch an example,
that all pofterity fhould know my intestiona
by it; for my intention was ever to govern
according to law, and no otherwife,

«« T defire to be rightly underfiood. 1T told
you, in my confcience I cannot condemn him
of high-treafon ; yet I cannot fay I can clear
him of mifdemeanours ; thersfore J hope you

may
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may find away to faiisfy juftice and your awn
fears, and net prefs upon my coafcience.  Yet
1 mutt ceclare unto you, that, to fatisfy my
people, ] would do great matiers ; but this
of confcience, no fear, no refpedt whatever,
thall ever make me go againtt it. Certainly 1
have not fo ill deferved of the parliament at
this time, that they fhould prefs me in this
tender point, aud theiefore I cannot expedt
that you will go about it. Nay, | mult con-
fefs, for matters of mifdemeanaars, [ am f&
clear in that, that, though I will not chalk
out the way, yet, let me tell you, that I do
think my lord of Strafford is not fit hereafter
to ferve me, or the commonwealch, in any
place of trult 3 no, not fo much as that of a
conftable ; therefore I leave it to you, my
lords, to find fome fuch way as may bring me
out of this great fireight, and keep ourfelves
and the kingdom from {uch great inconveni-
ences.  Certainly he that thinks him guilty of
high-treafon, in his conftience may condeinn
him of mifdemeanours,”

The carl of Clarendon infinuates, that the
lord Say advifed the king to make this fpeech,
in order to draw him intc a fhare, and render
the carl of Strafford’s ruin more fure, Cere
tain it is, when Strafford was told, by his
overjoyed friends, that the king had made a
warim fpeech in his favour 1o both houfes, he
received it as his doom ; and told them, The
king’s kindnefs had rvined him, and that he

had
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had little elfe to do but to prepare himfelf for
death. Indeed, the commons were highly
offended with the king's fpeech, faying, It
was an unprecedented thing, that he fhould
meddle with bills befre they were prefented
to him ; and, that it had a tendency to take
away the freedom of votes, Upon this they

adjourned tll Monday, the third of May.
When the bill of attainder ugainlt the earl
pafled both houfes, the king was in the
greateft agitation and perplexity. He loved
Strafford, and was cenvinced that he had dene
nothing but what was conformable to his in-
tentions and the maxims he would have intro-
duced into the government. He might be
guilty, with regard to the people, upon many
accounts .+t certainly he was not fo with
refpeét o the king, who bad always approved
of his ccadudt s befides, his majefty had pro-
tefted, in full parliament, that he could not,
nor would, do any thing againft his eonfa-
ence; 2nd he did not believe in his confei-
ence that the earl was guilty. On the other
hand, if he confented to the bill of attainder,
after having declared that it was againt his
confcience, he would fhew that he was re-
duced to this extremity by the neceflity of his
affairs, fo would not be thanked for it, and,
for the time to come, wonld be able to refufe
his parliament nething : but, if he rejefted
the biil, he plainly perceived the confequences
his refufal might be atiénded with ; and, that,
at lealt, he fhould be accufed of denying his
people
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tople juftice, contrary to the advice of both
houfes of parliament,

It feems probable that, in this extremity,
fome one advifed the king to diffolve the parlia-
mexnt ; at lealt the commens imagined he had
%o other expedient left to extricate himfelf
from the dificulty he was involved in; and
therefore, to deprive him of this refuge, the
fame day, the fourih of May, they ordercd
the bringing in of a bill for the continuance
of the prefent parliament, that it might not
be diffolved without the confent of both
koufes,

Then the king called his privy-council to.
gether, and fent for his lawyers.  He laid bes
fore them his feruples, and the reafons which
ought to prevent him from givinguh' :wonfent
to the bill: but Juxon, bithop of Isndon,
was the only perfon that ventured to aavife the
king to reject 2 bill prefeated to him by both
boufes.  All the reft did their utmoft to per-
foade him to fatisfy his people, alledging that
the life of any perfon ovght not to be put in
the ballance with the fafety of the kingdom.
With regard to his feruples, they told hins,
that he might confulr his bifhops, who would
give him the beit advice,

The king, not meeting with the fatisfaftion
he expeited from his council, fent for fome
bithops to advife with. It is affirmed, that
Neile, archbithop of York, faid to him upon
this occafion, that there was a private and a
public confeience; that his public confcience,

You. V. H as
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i as a king, might rot only difpenfe with, but

[ oblige, him to do that which was againft his

private confeience as a man 3 and fo, in plain

“ terms, advifed him, even for conleicnce fake,
fo pals the at,

What helped the ‘moft, however, to deter-

_ inine Charles, was a letter from Strafford him-

| felf, who, hearing the ftraits the king was in,

i hambly befought him to pafs the bill, to re-

. move ﬁim out of the way, towards a bleffed

agreement, which he doubted not God would

for ever eftablifh between him ard his fub.

{ jefts : adding, that his confent wonld more it

acquit his majefty to God than ali the world

could do befides. To a willing man there is

L' no injury, At leaft, the king, no longer aile

|

to withitand the prefling inftances of the pay-
liament,.and his own counfellors, or, rather,
I the fear of the calamities he forefaw might
| befal him and his pofterity, if he refufed to
canfent to the bill, figned a commifion to
three lords to pafs it in his name,
| But, notwithftanding the ear! of Scrafford’s
g letzer, when the king fent fecretary Carleton
to him, to acquaint him with what was done,
| and the motives of it, the earl ferioufly afked
I the fecretary, whether his majefty had pafled _
the bill or not; as not believing, without f
fome afionithment, that the king would have '
done it: and, being again afitired that it was
pafled, herofe from his chair, lifted up his eyes
to heaven, laid his hand on his heart, and
{aid, ¢ Put not your truft in princes, nor in an);_
: 0




THOMAS WENTWORTH, 14y
of the fons of men, for there is no help in
them,”

On Wednefday, the twelfth of May, 1641,
being come to the place of execution, he
snounted the fcaffold, made his obeifances,
and began to take his lat farewel of his
friends, who appeared much more concerned
than himfelf. Oblerving his brother, Sir
George Wentworth, to weep exceffively, ““Bro-
ther,” faid he, with 2 chearful brifknefs,
¢ What do youfce in me to deferve thefe tears?
Doth any indecent fear besray in me a gailt,
ormy innocent boldnefs any atheifm » Think
now that you are accompanying me the third
time to my marriage-bed : never did I throw
offt my cloaths with greater freedom and ¢on.
tent than in this preparation to my grave.
That flock,” pointing to the block, < muft
be my pillow ; here fhall I refl from all my
labours ; no thoughts of envy, no dreams of
tieafon, jealoufies or cares for the king,
the ftaie, or myfelf, fhall interrupe this eafy
fleep: therefore, brother, svith me, pity thofe
who, befides their intention, have made mie
happy ; rejoice in my happinefs, rejoice in my
innocence.”

. Then kneeling down, he made this pro-
tellation: ¢ hope, gentlemen, you do think,
‘thac neither the fear of 1ofs, nor Tove of repli-
tation, will fuffer me to belye God and my own
confeience at this time.  I.am now in the very
door, going cut, and my next ftep muft be
from time to eiernity either of peace or pain.
Hz Te




48 BRITISH PLUTARCH.

‘Lo clear myielf before you all, I do here fo-

lemnly call God to witnefs, I am not guilty,

‘ fo far as I can underfiand, of the great crime

laid to my charge 5 nor have ever had the

! Jezlt inclination or intention to damnify or

| prejudice the king, the flate, the laws, or

! the seligion, of this kingdom ; but, with my

| beft endeavours, to ferve ail, and to fupportall;

! fo may God be meiciful 10 my foul.”

Then rifing up, he faid he defired to {peak

| fomething to the people, but was afraid he

| fhould. be heard bue by few, in regard of the

noife; but having firlt fitted himfelf to the

block, and rifing again, he thus addrefled him-
Bl delf to the ipeftators,

il % My lord-primate of Ireland, and my

lords, and the reft of thefe noble gentlemen ;

It 3s a great comfort to me to have your lord-

fhips by me this day, becanfe I have been

known to you a long time; and I now defire to

be heard a few words. Icome here bythe good

will and pleature of aimighty God, to pay that

lait debt I owe to fin, which is death ; and, by

the blefling of that God, to rife again, thro®

the merits of Jefus Chrift, to righteoufnels and

i Ife etemal.” Here he was a litcle intes-

\i zupted,

' My lords, I am come hither to fubmit to

that judgment which hath pafled againitme, I

de it with a very quiet and contented mind 3

! ¥ thank God I do freely forgive all the world;

it a forgivenefs that is notipoken from the teeth

;| eutward, as they fay, butfrom the very heart s

|j‘ 1dpeak
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¥ fpezk it in the prefence of almighty Goc=
before whom I ftand, that there s not a dil-
pleafing thought arifing in me towards any
wan living. I thank God [ can fay it, and
traly too, my confcience bearing me witnefs,
that, in all my employments, fince I had the
honcur to ferve his majefty, I never had any
thing in the purpofe of my heait, out what
tended to the joint and individual profperity ef
king and people, althoogh it hath been my il
fortune to be mifconftrued.

« T am not the firft that hath fuffered in
this kind ; it is the common- portion of us all,
while we are in this life, to err; rightecus
jodgment we mult wait for in another place,
for here we are very {ubje@t to be misjudged .
ene of another. There is one thing thar I
defire to free myfelf of, and I am very confi-
dent,” fpezking it now with much chearful~
nefs, ¢¢ that I thall obrain yoar chiiltian cha-~
rity in the belief of it. I was fo far from be-~
ing againit parliaments, that 1 did always think
the parliaments of England were the mof
happy conflitaticns that auy kingdom er na-
tion lived under, and the beft means, order
God, tn make the king and people happy.

¢« For. my death, I here acquit 3ll the
world, and befeech the God of heaven heartily
to forgive them that contrived 1t, though, in
the intentions and purpofes of my heart, 1 am
not guilty of what I die for : and, my loid~
primate, it is a great comfort for me, that his

H z maiefty
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|| majefty couceives me not meriting {o fevere
il and hcavy a punifiment as is the utmoft exc-
| cution of this fentence. I do infinitely re-
fi joice in this mercy of his, and 1 befeech God:
| 0 return it into his own bofom, that he may
\ find mercy when he ftands moft in need of
l i W i,

| ¢ T wifh this kingdom all the profperity
i and happinefs in the world ; T did it living,
[ [ and now dying it is my wifh., I do moit
[ 4t Lumbly recommend this to every one who
_ hears me; and defire they would lay their
|_ [ hands upon their hearts, and confider feri-
i oufly, whether the beginning of the happi-
! nefs and reformation of 2 kingdom fhould
| (l be written in letters of blood. . Coniider this
|\l when you are at youor homes, and let me be
{ never 1o unhappy, as that the leaft drop of my
i blood fhould rife up in judgment againlt any
il enc of you; but I fear you are in a wrong
E|l| way.
[ - * My lords, I have but one word more,
I and with that [ (hall end, I profels that I
dic a true and obedicent fon to the church of
LI England, wherein I was boin, and in which
' I was bied. Peace and profperity be cver
to it.
¢ Tt hath been objected (if ‘it wers an ob-
ieftion worth the anfwering) that I have been
inclined to popery; but I fay truly from my
Leart, that, fram the time that I was one and
nwenty years of age, to this prefeni, going

Loy
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. niow upon forty-nine, I never hadin my heart
to doubt of this religion of the church of
England 5 nor ever had-any man the boldnefs
to fogzeit any fuch thing to me to the beft of
my remembrance : and fo, being reconciled
by the merits of Jefas Chrift my Saviour, into
whofe bofom I hope 1 fhall fhortly be gathered,
to thofe eternal happinefics which fhall rever
have end. T defire heartily the forgivensfs of
every man for any rafh or unadvifed words, or
any thing done amifs : ~and fo, tny lords and
gentlemen, farewel 5 farewel all things of this
world,
¢ | defire that you would be filent, and
join with me in prayer ; and, I truft in God,
we fhall all imezt and live eternally in Heaven ;
there to reseive the accomplifhment of all
happinefls ; where every tear fhal! be wiped
away from our eyes, and every fad thought
from our hearts : and fo God blels this king-
dom, and Jefus have mercy on my faul.”
. Then turning himfelf aboot, he faluted all
the noblemen, and took a folemn leave of all
confiderable perfons wpon the {eaffold, giving
them his hand. After that, he faid, gentle-
ment, I would fay my prayers, and entrcat
you all to pray with me, and for me j
then his ehaplain laid the book of common-
prayer vpon the chair before him as he kneel-
ed down, on which he prayed almolt a quarter
of an honr, and then as long, or longer, with-
out the bock, and concluded with the Lord’s
prayer.,
H 4 Standing
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Standing up, he elpied his brother, Sir
| George Wentworth, and called to him, fay-
I ing, ** brother, we muft part; remember me to
(f my fifter, and to my wife, and carry my blef
(i fing to my fon, and charge him that he fear
' od, and continue an obkedient fon to the
<hurch of England, and warn him that he
bear no private grudge, or revenge, toward
any man concerning ne; and bid him be-
| ware that he meddle not with church-livings,
il for that will prove a moth and 2 canker to
him in his eftate ; and with him to content
himfelf to be a fervant to his countiy, not

th aiming at higher preferments. Carry my blef-

|‘| fing allo to my daughters, Anne and Arabells,
q charge them to ferve and fear God, and he
|1 wiil blels them ; not forgetting my little in-
'\' _ fant, who yet knows neither good nor evil,
| \ and cannot fpeak for itfelf; God fpeak for it
|
|
|

and blefs it, Now,” faid he, ¢ 1 have nigh done;
one ftroke will make my wife hafbandlefs, my
dear children fatherlefs, and my paor fervants
mafterlels, and will feparate me from my dear
brother, and ail my friends; but let God be

io you and themall in all.”
A After thisgoing to take off his doublet, and K
W © make himflf rcady, he faid, 1 thank
Godl am not afraid of death, nor daunted
{ with any difcouragement rifing from any
e fears, but do as chearfully put off my doublet
' at this time, as ever I did when1 went to behcl 3
thea
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then he put off his doubler, wourd up his
hair with his hands, and put on a white cap.

Then he called, Where is the man that is to
do this faft office ? (meaning the executioner}
call him to me ; when he came and alked himy.
forgivencfs, he told him, he forgave him and
all the world. Then kaceling down by the
Block, he went to prayer again himfelf, the
primate of lreland knecling on the one fide,
and the minifter on the other: to the which
minifter, after prayer, he turned himlf, and
{pake fome few werds foftly, having his hands:
lifted up, and clofed with the minifter’s hands.
Then howing himfelf to lay his head upon
the block, he told the exscutioner, That he
would firlt lay down his head to try the fit-
nefs of the block, and take ic up again, before
he wonld lay it down for good and all;
and fo he did : and before he laid it down
again, he told the executioner, Thathe weuld
give him warning when to ftrike, by ftretching
forth his hands;:and prelently laying down
his neck upon the block, and ftretching forth
his hands; the executioner ftruck off hishead at
one blow; and taking it up in his hand, thewed
it to all the people, and faid, “ Ged favethe
King.”

His body was afterwards embalmed, and
appointed to be carried into Yorkéhire, thera
to be buried amengit his anceftors.

Lord Clarendnn, fpeaking of the earl of
Strafford, gives him the following charadter.

H g He
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H!\ He was, fays he, a man of too high and
lﬂ fevere a depo:tment, and too preat a con-
i wemner of ceremony to have many fiicnds at
i‘l ceurt, and therefore could not but have ene-
i' mics encugh.  He was a perion of great parts,
l and extraordinary endowments of natare, not
-~'4! unadarned with fome addition of art and:
H learring, though that again was. more tmpra-
t ved and illuftrated by the other; forhe had a
t readineds of conception, and fharpnefs of ex~
1 ;i" preflion, which made his learning thought more
[ tian, in truth, 1t was, His firliinclinations and
| I: * - addrefles to the court were only to eftablifh his
| i;li.l greawefs in the country, where he aporehend-
| ed fome alls of power from the lord Saville,
_ who had been his rival always there, and of \
| 'IE fate had firengihened himfif by being made
LIt a privy-counfeilor and officer at.courr ¢ but his
[ arlt avtempis were o profperous, that he con- b
i!'_\l tented not himfelf with being fecure from that
W/~ lord’s power in the couatry, but refted not till
i he had bercaved his adveriary of al] powsr
"l: ard place in court, and fo fent him down a
i meit abject; difconfolate old man, to his coun-
i iy, where he was t0 have the fuperintendency
llﬂ aver him tao, by getting  himfelf, at this .
|t sme, made lord-prefident of the North: \
\J ‘Thefe fucceffes, applied to a nature t00 elate
‘ and hasghty of itlelf, and a quicker progrefs
.1]} ino the greateft employments and truft than
l nfual, made him more tranfporied with dif-

e

T T e

| ;
i dain of other men, and more contemning the
: r-h forms 5
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ferms of bufinels, than haply he would, 1f he
had met with fome intesruptions in the be-
oining, and had pafled inawmore leifurely
gradation tothe ofice of a flatefman. e was
a perfon of great obfervation, and a piercing
judgment, both in things and perfons; but
his 160 pood {kill in perfons, made him judge
the worie of things, tor it was bis misfortane
10 be inatime when very few wife men were
equally emnloved with him ; and fcarce any
bt the lord Coventry (whofe truft was more.
confined) whofe facalies znd abtlities were
equal to his: fo that wpon the matter he re-
lied wholly upon hamifelf ; and difcerning ma.
ny defeéts in mott men, he oo much neale@ed
what they faid of did.  Of ail his paflions his
pride was the mofl ptedominant, which a mo-
derate excrcife of ill fortune might have cor-
reftod and - reformed s and which was, by the
kand of heaven, ftiangely punifhed, by bring-
ing his deftruflion upon him by two things,
which he moft defpifed, the People, and Sir
Harry Yune, Ina word, the epitaph which
Plutacch records, that Sylla wrote for himlelf,
may not be unfitly applied o him: ¢ ‘That
no man ever did exceed him, éitiier in doing
aood to his friends, or in dsing mifclief to
Wis encrries,” for his ats of both kinds were-
maoft notoricus.




[ 156 ]

SRS TR AR A S ol

APPENDIX,

Pliecociiodfiocieco thaokk cecociectioofosficiociocka

An ACCOUNT of

The Philofophical Works of
LORD BACON.

I. Z T \HE Firft Part of Eflays, or Counfels,

 Civiland Moral ;: an admirable work;
in which onr author inftrufts men in the moft
ufeful principles of wifdom and prudence,
and teaches how to acquire whas are efteemed
the greateft bleflings, and how to avoid the
evils which are moft dreaded in the condu& of
human life. His penetration, exactnels, and
perfed (kill in all the offices of civil life, ap-
peared to great advantage in this performance;
whith, as our author- himfelf was fenfible,

proved
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proved of great fervice to his charalter, and
promoted the high efteem that was already
conceived of his parts and learning,

The reafon why Mr. Bacon publifhed thefe
eflays at this time, is affigned in his dedication
of them to his brother Mr. Anthony Bacon s
which was, that many of them had flolen
abroad in writing, and were very likely ta
come into the world, in print, with more im-
perfetions than the author thought it jult to
take upon himfelf.

About fixteen years afterwards, he had
thoughts of publifhing a new edition of them,
which he intended to gedicnte to prince Henry;
and in his dedication he inferted a very, clear
and candid account of the book,

“ To write jult treatifes,” fays e, ¢ re.
quires leifure in the writer, and leifure in the
reader 3 and therefore are not fo fit either in
your highnefs’s princely affairs, or in regard
of my continual fervice ; which is the caufe
that hath made me chufe to write cettain brief
notes, fet down rather fignificantly than curi-
oally, which I have called Effays. The word
1s late, but the thing is antient ; for Seneca’s
epiftles to Lucilivs, if you mark them well,
are but effays ; thatis, dilperfed mcditations,
though conveyed in the form of epiitles.
Thefe labours of mize, I know, cannat be
worthy of your highnefs; for what can be
worthy of you! But my hope is, they may be
as grains of f{alt, that will rather give youn an

- appetite than offend you with fatiety : and,

although
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although they handle thofe things, wherein
both ‘mens lives and their perfons are moft
converfanr, yet what I have attained 1 know
not; but I have endeavoured to make them
not vulgar, but of a nawre whereof n man
fhall find much in experience and little in
books; fo as they are neither repetitions nor
fancies.”

Sir Francis Bacon defigned to have prefixed
this epiflle to his effays, printed in the ycar
1612 ;. but was prevented by the prince’s
death. Yet 1t was fo well liked by Mr, Mat-
thew, that be inferted it in his declaration to
the duke of Tufcany, befre his tranflation of
thofe effays printed in 1618, This fecnnd editi-
on, when publithed, the author addrefled to Sir
Jehn Conilable, his brother-in daw.. Heafter-
wards {ent them abroad, reviied and enlarged
in Latin 2nd Englifb, dedicating them in both
languages to ‘the duke of RBuckingham ; in
which dedication he rells his grace, that he
thought it agreeably to his afeétion and obli-
gations to prefix his name before them, be-
caule he canceived they might lafi as long as
Looks lait,

There are” other places in our author’s writ-
ings, ip which thefe effays ave ‘mentiohed,
and in which he exprefles a particualar fenfe of
their ufefulnefs to mankind ; and redounding
as much or more to his honour than thofe large
and extenfive works which had coft him much
greater pains and labsur; in which he cet-
fainly was not miftaken,

I

B Thec )
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II. The two books of Francis Bacon, OF
the Proficience and Advancement of ‘Learn-
ing, Divine and Human ; to the king. We

1 have a large and excellent account of this worik

given us by the learned Dr. Tenifon, who,
fpeaking of the great inftauration of the fci-
ences, which our author divided into {ix parts,
proceeds thus, ¢ The firlt part propofed was,
the partition of the fciences; and this the
author perfefted in that polden treatife, Of the
Advancement of Learning, addrefled to king
Yames ; a labour which Le termed a comfort

* 19 his other labours. This he fufl wrate in

two books in the Englith tongue; in which his
pen excelléd : and of this firflt edition, that is
to be meant which, with fome truth, and
more modeily, he wrote to ‘the earl of Salif=
bary, telling him, That, in bis book, he was
contented tc awake better fpirits, being him-
felf like a bell-ringer, who is arflt up to cail
others to church.

“ Afterwards he enlarged thofe two dif
courfes, which contained efpecially the afore-
Tatd partition, and divided the matter ofit into
eight books; and, knowing that this work
was deflired beyond the feas 5 and being alfe
aware, that books written in a2 modern lan-
guage, which receiveth much change, ia a
few years were out of ufe ; he caufed that
part of it which he had written in Englith, to
be tranflated into the Latin tongue by Mr.
Herbert, and fome others, who were efteemed
mafters in the Roman eloquence, Notwith-

ﬁandingl_
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ftandivg which, he fo fuited the file to his
conceptions, by a [triét caftigation of the whole
worle, that it may defervedly feem his owa.

The tranflation of this work, that is, of
much of the two books written by him in
Englith, he firft commended to Dr. Playfer, a
profeflor of divinity in the univerity of Cam-.
bridge ; ufing, among others, thefe words to
him :

¢ The privatencfs of the language confi-
dered, wherein the book is written, excluding I
fo many readers; as, on the other fide, the :
obfeurity of the argament in many parts of it,
excludeth many others ; I muit account it a
fecond birth of that work, if it might be
tranflated into Latin, without manifeft lofs of
the fenfe and matter: for this purpofe, I
could rot repretent o myfelf any man, into
whofe hands I do more eamelily defire the
work fhould fall than yourfeif; for by thac I
have heard and read, I know no man a greater
mafter in conmmanding words to ferve mat.
ter,’ i

¢ 'T'he doter. was willing to ferve (o excels
Tent a perfon,. and {o woithy a defign ; and,
within a while, fenthim a {pecimen cf a Latin
it rranflation, But men generally come thort of
' themfelves when they firive to ontdo them-
i felves; they put a force vpen their natural
d ~ genius, and, by a ftraining of it, crack and
i ﬁifable it ; and fo it feems it happened to
i that worthy and elegant man upon this great
it occafion ; he. would be over accurate; aid
-8 L+
| E }
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he fent a fpecimen of fuch fuperfine Latinity,
that the lard Bacon did not encourage him to
labour further in that work ; in the penning
of which, he defired not fo much neat and
polite, as clear, mafculine, and apt exprei-
iton,

“ The whole of this book was rendered in-
o Enplih by Dr. Gilbert Wats of Oxford,
and the tranflation has been well received by
many , but [ome there were wlho wifhed, that
a iranflation had been fer forih, in which the
genius and {pirit of the lord Bacon had morg
appeared ; and I have feen a letter, written
by a certain gentleinan to Dr. Rawley,
wherein they thus importune him for a more

Accurate verfion by his own hand ;

¢ It is our humble fult o you, and we do
earneftly follicit you, to give yourfelf the trou-
ble to corrett the too much defedive tranfla~
tion of De Augmentis Scientiarimm ; which
Dr. Wats hath (et forth, It is a thoufznd pi-
ties fo worthy a piece fhould lofe its grace
and credit by an ilf expofitor ; fince thefe per=
fons who read that tranflation, taking it for
genuine, and upon that prefumpuon not re-
garding the Latn edition, are thereby robbed
of the benefit ; which, if you would pleafe to
Undertake the bufinefs, they would receive.
This tendeth to the dilhonour of that noble
lord, and the hindrance of the advancement of

learning.
¢ This work hath been alfo tranflated into
French, upon the motion of the marquis Fiﬁt;
ug
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but in it there are many things wholly omit-
ted, many things perfeétly miftaken, and fome
things, efpecially fuch’ as relate to religion,
wilfully ‘perverted ; infomuch that, in one
place, he makes hislord{hip to magnify the Le-
gend ;5 a book fure of little credit with him,
when he thus hegins oac of his effays: ¢ I had
rather believe all the fables in the Legend and
the ‘Talmud, and the Alcoran, than, that this
univerfal frame is without a mind,”

¢ ‘The faire and moft corre® edition of
this book in Latin, 1s that in folio, printed at
Londen, anno 1623 ; and wholoever would:
underitand the lord Bacon’s cypher, let him

confule that accurate edition : for, in fome

other editions which [ have perufed, the form
of the letters of the alphabet, in which much
of the myfery confifteth, is not eblerved ; but
the Roman and Ttalic fhapes of them are
confounded.

« To this book we may reduce the firft four
chapters of that imperfect treatife, publithed
in Latin by Ifaac Gruter, and called, The
Delcription of the Intelle@tual Globe: they
being but a rude draugh: of the partition of
the fcierces, fo accurately and methodically
dilpofed in the boak Of the Advancement of
Learning. - To this alfo we may reduce the
treatife called Thema Cesli, publithed likewife
in Latin by Gruter ; and it particularly he-
Yongeth to the fourth chapter and the third
boo%: of it, us being a difcourfe tending to an
improvement of the fyfiem of the 11can-f:?sl;

which

T
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which is treated of in that place; the honfes
of which, had God granted him life, he would
bave underftocd as well almoft as he did his
awn,

# Tar the fame reafon, we mayreduce to the
fame place Of the Advancement, the fifth,

. fixth, and feventh chapter of the Defcriptio

Globi Intelleftualis, above mentioned."

Iil. Cogitata & Vifa; containing the
greond-work, or plan, of his famous Novam
Organum ; fo effential 2 part of his Inftaura-
tion that it fometimes bears that title, He was
{enithle of the difficultics that would attend
his great defign of building up the whole
palace of wifdom anew ; and, that he might
be the better able to overcome thofe difficul.
fies, he was defirous of {eeing what they were,
before he undertook his large work ; of which
this piece was no more than the out-lines.

We may form a 'true notion of what he
fought, by confidering the letter which he
wrote to the learned bithop Andrews, when he
.ﬁfnt him the difcourfe of which we are fpeak-
ing.

*¢ Now. your loxdfhip hath been fo long in
the church and the palace, difputing between
kings and popes, methinks you fthould take
pleafure to look into the field, and refrefh
your mind with fome matter of philofophy,
though the fuience be now, through age,
waxed a chiid again, and left to boys and
Young men; and becaufe you were wont to
make me believe you took a liking to my

; writings,.

*
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writings, [ fend you fome of this vacation’s
fruits, and thus much more of my mind and
]iufpore. I haften not to publith; perifting

would prevent ; ard I am forced to reipect
as well my times as the matter; for with me
1t Is thus, and [ think with ail men ia a1y
cale, If I bind myflf to an argumeat, it
loadeth my mind ; but, if I rid my mind of
the prefent cogitation, it is rather a recrea-
tion. This- hath put me into-thefe Mijella-
nies, which [ purpole to fupprefs, if God
give me leave to write a jult and perfuét vo-
lume of Philofophy, which I go on with,
though flowly. T iend not your lordfhip teo
much, leit ic may glut you, :

* Now let me tell you what my defire is.
If yeur lordfhip be fo good sow, as when you
were the good dean of Weftminfler, my re-
queft to you is, that, not by pricks, but by
notes, you will make known unte me whatfoever
fhall feem unto you cither not current ‘in the
i i file, or harfh to credic and opinion, or incon-

i venient for the perfon of the waiter; for no
". ' man can be judge and party : and, when our
minds judge by reflection of ourfelves, they
1 are more {ubjett to error: and, thongh, fog
() | the matter itfelf, my judgment be in fome
things fixed, and nat acceffible by any man’s
judgment that goeth not my way ; yet, even
in thofe things, the admonition of a friend
H may make me exprefs myfelf diverfly

| | He likewife recommended, with the fame
|

view, the perufal of the Cogitata & Vifa.sr_a
iz
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Sit Thomas Bodley, who wrote him 2 very
fult anfiver ; which, togetber with the piece
itfelf, is printed amonglt the Latin works of
our author,

There is alfo, in the laf colle®ion of Mr.
Stephens, a fmall difcourfe in Englith, under
the Latin title of Filam Labyrinthi; five For-
mula Inquifitionis, ad Filios. Pars Piima.
‘This we plainly fee was the original of the
Cogitata & Vifa, and the firft dranght of our
author’s firft plan.  Of this very fhort treatife,
the three firft paragraphs, which may ferve as
a fpecimen of the whole, run thys,

‘* Francis Bacon thought in this manner,
the knowledge whereof the warld is now pof-
fefled, efpecially that of nature, extendeth not
t0 magnitude and certainty of works, the
Phyfician pronounces many difeafes incurable,
and faileth oft in the reft: the alchymiits wax
old and die in hopes: the magicians perform
Nothing that is permanent and profitable -
the mechanics take {mall lights from natural
philofophy, and do bat fpin out their own
little threads : Chance fometimes difcovereth
inventions, but that worketh not in years but
ages; fo he faw well thai the inventions nown
are very imperfect ; and thatnew are not like
to be brought to light but in great length
of time; and that thole are come not to light
by philofophy.

*“ He thought alfo this &tate of knowledge
‘¥as the worfe, becaufe men firive, agninft

s them-
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themfelves, to fave the credit of ignorance, and
fo fatisfly themfelves in this poverty : for the
phyfician, befides the canteles of practice, hath
this general cantele of art; that he difcharges
the weaknefs of his art wpon fuppofed im-
poffibilities ; neither can his art be condem-
ned when itfelf judgeth. That philefophy alfo,
out of which the knowledge of phyfic which
now is in ufe is hewed, receiveth certain
pofitions and opinions, which, if they be well
weighed, induoce this perfuafion, that no great
; works are to be expefted from art and the
} |i hand of man; as, in particular, that opinion
i that the heat of the fun and fre differ in
i kind ; and that other, in compofition is the
| work of man, and mixture is the work of na-
ture; and the like ; all tending to the circum-
fcription of man’s power, and to artificial de-
fpair ; killing in men not only the comfert of
imagination, but the indufiry of trial; only
upon vain glory, to have their are thought
perfe€t, and that all is impofiible that is not
zlready found. _'The alchymift difcharges his
art upon his own errors 5 ¢ither fuppofing 2
mifunderftanding of the words of his authors,
which maketh him lillen after auricular tradi-
tions, or elie a failing in the true proportions
and {croples of practice; which maketh him
senew infinitely his trials; and finding allo
that he lighteth upon fome mean  experi-
ments and conclufions by the way, feedeth
upon them, and magnifieth them so the moﬁd,
an
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and fupplieth the reft in hopes, The ma.
gician, when he findeth fomething, as he
conceiveth, above naturz effeCted, thinketh,
when a breach is once made in nature, that
1t is-all one to perform great things and
{mall ; not feeing that they are but fubjeéts of a
certain kind, whercin magic and f{uperftition
hath played in all times. ‘The mechanical
perion, if he can refine an invention, or put
twa or three obfervations; or pradlices, toge-
thet in one, or.couple things better with cheir
ule, or make the work in lefs or greater vo-
lume, taketh himfelf for an inventor. So he
faw well, that men either perfuade themfelves
of new inventions as of ampoflibilities; or elfe
think they are already extant but in fecret and
in few hands; or, that they account of ihofe
little induftries and additions, as of inventions ;
all which turneth to the averting of their
minds from any juft and conftant lzbour, to ins
vent further in any quantity,

“ He thought, alfo, that, when men did
fet before themielves the variety and perfece
tion of works produced by mechanical arts,
they are apt rather to admire the provifions of
man, than to apprehend his wants; not cone
fidering that the original inventions and con-
clufions of nature, which are the life of all
that variety, are not many, nor deeply
fetched ; and that the reft is but che fubtle
and ruled motion of the inftrument and hand ;
and that the fhop therein is not unlike the li-

- brary,
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brary, which, in fuch number of backs, cons
taineth, for the preater part, nothing but ite-
rations, varied fometimes in form, but not
new in fubftance: fo he faw plainly that
opimen of ftore was a caufe of want; and
that both works and do&rines appear many
and are few.” :

We may from hence conceive the manner in
which this piece was written, and how well it
was fuited to ferve the author’s purpofe of fo
far manifefting his own defign, as to obtain a
tolerable account of the Rrongelt and beft
founded objections which could be hrought
againft it, fo as that, in his larger work, he
might either correct his own faults, or fhew
fach as were inclined to criticize his perform-
ance, theirs,

IV, Of the Wifdom of the Antients. There
have been very few books publifhed, either in
this or inanyother nation, which either deferved
or met with more general applanfe than this,
and [carce any that are like to retain it longer
for, in all this performance, Sir Francis Ba-
con gave a fingular proof of his capacity to
pleafe all parties in literature ; as, in his po-
ditical condudt, he flood fair with all the par-
ties in the nation. .'The admirers of antiguity
were charmed with this dilcourfe, whick feems
exprelly calculated to juftify their admiration s
and, on the other hand, their oppofites were
no lefs pleafed with a piece, from which they
thoaght they could demonfirate, thac the fa-

gacity
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gacity of 3 modern genius had found out much
better meanings for the antients than ever
were meant by them.

In his introduétion to this baok, he gives a
large and very clear account of the reafons
which induced him to believe, thar, notwith-
ftanding the feemipg abfurdities in the fabu-
lous hitories of the antients, there was, how-
ever, fomething at the bottom which deferved
10 be examined into and enguired after,
Thefe oblervations, which are full of very
Curoys learning, he concludes thus:

“ But the argument of moft-weight with
me is this ; that many of thefe fables by no
means appear to have been invented by the
perfons who relate and divulge them ; whether
Homer, Hefiod, or others: for, if I were
aflired they firft flowed from thofe latter 1intes,
and authors that tranfmit them to us, [ thould
hever expedl any thing fingularly great or no-
ble from fuch an erigin.  But whoever atten-
tively confiders the thing, will find that thefe
fables are delivered down and related by thofe
Writers, not as matters then firft invented and
Propofed, but asthings received and embraced
In earlier ages : befides, as they are differently
telated by writers nearly of the fame apes, ’tis
€afily perceived, that the relators drew from
the common flock of antient tradition, and
Yaried but in point of embellithment ; which
1 their own; and this principally raifes my
efteem of thefe fables ; which I receive nor as
the produ&t-of the- age, or invention of the

Vo, V, poets ;
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|

| poets ; but as facred relicks, gentle whiipers,
|I and the breach of better times, that, -from the
|

|

|

traditions of more amticnt tations, came at
length into the flutes and trampets of the
. Greeks.  Buc if any one fhall, porwithitand-

il ing this, contend that allegories are always
! adventitious, or impofed upon the antent fa-
| R bles, and no way native, or genninely con-

i 1ained in them, we might here leave him ur-
|k difturbed ta that gravity of judgment he af-

! fedts, though we cannot help accounting it
fomewhat dull and phlegmetic; and, if it
, were worth the trouble, to proceed to another
A kind of argument,

_ ¢ Men have propoled to anfwer two differ-
il ent and contrary ends by the afe of parable ;
il for parables ferve as well to infru@ and illa-
| lrate, as to wrap up and envelope; {o that,
{ shough, for the prefent, we drop the con-
{ ‘cealed ufe, and fuppofe the antient fables to
|

be vegue, undeterminate things, formed for

| amafement, fiill the other ufe mult remain and

(1 can never be given up: and every man of

\ i any learning muft rezdily allow, that this
methed of infrufting is grave, fober, and

I exceedingly ufeful, and fometimes neceffary

b in the fciences, asit opens an ealy and fa- ‘

}I miliar paffage to the human underflanding in

gt

4

¥

i

1

all new difcoveries, that are abftrufe, und are ,
cut of the road of vulgar opinions, l
* Hence, in the firft ages, when fueh in-
il ventions and conclufions of the homan reafon,
' j as are not trite and common, were new and HT
I tle
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tie known, all things abounded with fables,
perables, fimilies, comparifons, and allnfions,
which were not intended to conceal, but to
mform and teach, whilfk the minds of men
continued rude and unpradtifed in matters of
fubtilty or fpeculation, or even hnpatient, or
in a manner uncapable of receiving fuch things
as did not dire&ly fall under and firike. the
fenfes : for, as hieroglyphics were in ufe be-
fore writing, fo were parables in ule before
argoments ; and, even to this day, if any man
would let rew Tight in upon the human under-
Randing, and conquer prejudice, without
raifing contells, animofities, oppofition, or
diturbance, he muft i} go in the fame
path, and have recourfe to the like method of

allegory, metaphor, and allufion.
 To conclude, the knowledge of the early
ages was either great or happy ; great, if they
by defign made this ufe of trope and figure 3
happy, if, whilft they had other views,
they afforded matter and occafion to fuch no«
le contemplations. - Let either be the cafe,
our pains, perhaps, will not be mifemployed,
whether we illuftrate antiquity, or the things
themfelves. « The like, indeed, has been at-
tempted byothers; bat, to {peak ingenucuily,
their preat and voluminouslabours have almoft
deftroyed the energy, the efficacy, and grace
of the thing; whilft, being untkilled in na-
ture, and their learning no more than that of
common-place, they have applied the fenfe ﬁf
Iz the
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the parables to certain general and vulgar mat-
ters, without reaching to their. real puUrport,
genuine interpretation, and full depth,

¢ For mylfelf, therefore, [ expett to appear
new in thefe common things, becaufe, kav-
ing nntouched fuch as are fafficiently plain and
open, I ihall drive only at thofe that are either
deep or rich.”

£ this admirable work, our author has laid
open, wita great fagacity and penetration,
the fecret meaning of the phyfical, moral, and
political fables of antiquity ; in deing which,
he very wilely and prudeatly took occafion to
throw out many obfervations of his ewn ; for
which he could not have found otherways fo
At and favourable an eppertunity.

He publifhed this treatife in Latin ; in
which language he feems to have wrote it
and dedicated it to his coufin, the lord-trea-
forer Saltibury, and the univerfity of Cam-
bridge. 'T'his werk has been very often re.
printed fince, and, except his eflays, is, of all
his writings, the molt generally known and
eftecemed. Sir Arthor; Gorges rendered the
whole into Englith, which is ufually added
10 the author’s eflays ; and it is to this book
the great poet, as well as traveller, Mr,
George Sandys, doth, in his learned notes on
his verfion of Qvid’s Metamorphofes, acknow-
Jedge himfelf to be much indebited, fhling
my lord S¢. Albans the crown of all modern
authors,

V. In
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V. Ia 1620, he prefented to king James I.
his Novum Organum ; which, of all his phi-
lofophical works, he the moft highly valued.

In order to givethe reader a juit idea of tha
value and importance of this work, we will
firfk deferibe the nature of it, and then men-
tion the judgment paficd thereon by fome of
the greatclt ornaments of the republic of let-
ters. The defipn of the Novum Grganum
was, to execute the fecond part of the [uitau-
tation, by advancing a more perfe@ method
of ufing the rational faculty than men were
before acquainted with ; in order o raife and
improve the buman undertta~ding, as far as
115 prefent imperfedt flate admits; and enable
It to conquer and toterpret the difficulies and
obicuritics of nature.  With this view it un-
dertalzes the care and conduét of the undeu-
{anding, 2nd draws out and deftribes the ap-
Paratns and Inttruments of reafoning ; whenee
1t appears 1o endzavour at a new kind of legic,
though greatly feperior to the common ;
which, throuch the abufes erept irco it, ap-
peais firter to corrupt than ftrepothen and im-
prove the mind 5 for the feope and ule of this
new logic is notr to difcover arguments and
piobable reafons, but arts and woiks,

_ Itis divided into two principal parts : vix.,
into a preparatory part, and one that is feien-
tifical .nd inftruétive. The firlt part teads to
prepare and purge the mind, and fiv 1t Lo re-
cewve and ule the inftrefions and infiramenss
luid down in the fecond; the mind, like a
; 1850, mirrer,,
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mirror. requiring to be leveiled and polilhed,
or dilcharged ot 1ts falfe maginations and per-
verted notions, before it can be fet to receive
and refiect the light of truth and juit informa-
ton : and the levelling partis of four kinds,
with r-fpect to the four different foris of idols,
cr fzlfe notions, that poflefs the mind. "Thefe
idols aie either ucquired or natusal; and pro-
teed either from the doGrines and {elts of
phiiofophers, the perverted and corrupt Jaws
and methods of demonfration ; or elfe are in-
nate znd snherent in the very conftitution of
the mind el

The frtt labour, therefore, is to difcharee
and free the mind from is {warms of falfe
theoties, which occalion fuch violent conficts
and oppefitions. The next point is to releafe it
from the flavery of perverted demonftrations :
and the la is o put a check vpon this feduce-
ing power of the mind, and either to pluck
up thofe innate idels by the 1o0t, or, if that
<zannt te done, to poiat them out, that they
may be thotonghly knuwn and watched, and
o nave the depravities which they occafion
corretied,  This levelitng part, therefore, is
performed by three kinds of confarations :
viz. the confutzilon of philefophies, the con-
futation of demontirations, and the confuta-
tlon of the satural unathfied reafon,

When thus the mind 15 rendered cquable
and anbiatfed, the work proceeds to fetitin a
proper itvation ; and, as it were, with a he
nevolent afpect to the remaining inflrudiions ;

whereby
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whereby the bufinels of preparing the mind 15
fhll further carried ony and the whole dnift of
this enfuing part is only to poffels mankind
with a juft opinion of the whole Inftauration
for a time,. that they may wait with patience
the iffue and event therzof, upon folid aflure-
ances of fome confliderable benehit and advan-
tage from it when 1s fcape fhall come to be
well underftoed 5 and thence it proceeds di-
flinétly to obviate all the objeftions and falfe
fofpicions which. may be raifed about it,
through the prevailing notions and prejudices
draem from 1eligicus confiderations, thofe of
abitraét {peculation, natural piudence, diftroit,
levity, &c. thus endeavouring to pacify and
allay every wind of oppeition,

To render this preparation {hll more eom-
pleat and perfet, the next thing is, o raife
the mind fiom the languor and rorpidity i
may contraft from the apparent miraculovs
nature of the thing ; and, as this wrong dil-
pofition of the mind cannot be reftified with-
out the difcovery of caufes, the work proceeds
to maik oat all the impediments which have
hitherto perverily retarded and blocked the
way of true philofophy ;. and thus makes it
appear no wonder at all that maakind thould.
have been fo long entangled and perplexed with
grrors,

When the ways of removing thefe impediv
ments are thewn, there follows a chain of ar-
guments for eftablithing a folid foundation of

' 14 hogpe,.
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hope, for the betrer fuccefs of genaire and
and ferriccable philofophy in future ; for ic is
hereby dernunttrated, that, though the inier-
pretation of tature interded by the Inflavia-
tien may iodeed be diffcult, yet much the
greater parts uf the difficuitivs attending it are
n the power of man tu remcve ; as ardfiag,
ot from rthe vature of (e fenzs and things
themficlves, but only require that the mind be
rediified, in order to their removal : and this
£:it general part concludes with zn accoent of
the excelienee of the end in view.

‘The preparatory part being thus difpatshed,
the woik proceeds to the bulinefs ‘of informa-
tien, the perfeling of the underfanding, and
the delivery of the art of working with this.
new machine in the interpretadion of nature.
This is laid down in three feveral branckes,
with regard to the fenfe, the memory, and
the reaton ; each wherecf is afLded 1n its
turs,

‘This work he addrefled o liis majelty, who,
in his letter dated October 16, 1620, tcl)s
hum, that he could not have made Lim 4 micre
#cceptable prefent; acd, chat, for his part,
he ‘cold not exprefs his thacks Ledter, than
by iulomisg him of the refolution he had
taken 1o read it throogh with care and atteqs
tion, thovgh he fhould deal fome hours from
Li, fleep, havisg otherwife as little fpare time
to iead as his lordthip had to wrie it ; with
many other gracious expreflions which fully de-

mmonfirate
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monftrate how much the chancellor was in the
Ling’ good graces, and how high an eftcemn
he had for his paris and learning.

The famcus Sir Henry Wotton, to whom
his lordthip fent thice copies of this bock,
wrote him a large lerter of praife In return
which, as we have no room for compliments,
we fhall omit.  He received the like tribute of
commendation from fuch as were the molt
learned, or fo affe@ed to be thought, in this
and in the neighbouring nations ; yet, afler
all, this performance was rather praifed than
read, and more generally applauded than ua-
derflood.  T'his produced a kind of latent
tenfure, afort of owl] like criticifm, that durft
at abide day-light. Idoneft Ben. johnibn
produced this to the world a little after our
2uthor’s death ; when he very generauily, as
well a5 judicioully, gave this charaler of the
Novum Organum : That, though, by moft
f‘-lperﬁcial men, who cannot get beyond the ti-
tle of Nominals, it is not penetrated or under-
ftond, really opencth all defects of learning
whatfoever, and is a baok,

Qui longum noto feriptori prorogat @vum,
To Iateft times fhall hand the author’s name.

We need not wonder at this, when we con-

der the pains it coft the noble Verulam : for

Dr. Rawley affures us, that he had feen twelve
copies revifed, altered, awd correfted, year by g

g year,




e —

43 A PP E W D I X%

year, before it was reduced into the form im
el icowas poblithed. We tuft however
atiow that je s not abfolutcly perfe®, as ap-
pears from vohat 2 moft ingentous and judici-
ous wrier has éclivered upon it, with that mo-
deity, circumipedtion, and pood {enfe, which
is difceinible in all his writings. The perfon
I mean, is the late learned and excellent Mr.
Baker, of &t John’s college in Cambridge ;
who aliows that my lord Pacon faw clearer into
the deficls of the art e! realoning than molt
men did; and, being neither fatisfied with the
vulgar logic, nor with the reformations that
i wire made, fuitable to hisvaft and enterprifing
i geoius, attempted a logic wholly new apd
' plain, which is laid down in his Novum Or-
ganom,

LA “ The way of fyllogifing,” fays he,
i ¢ fremed to him very fallacions, and too de-
- {endent vprm words t¢ be much relied on; '
I his fearch was after things; and therefore he

i brought in a new way of arguing from in-
I duétion, and that grounded upoa oblervations

(i and experiments.”  But the fame gentleman
j ; cbferves, That  this plan, as laid by him,
. looks Liker an univerfal art than a diftiné ~
{ logic; and the defign 15 too great, and the'in-

dudtion too large, to be made by one man, or
¥ any fociety of men in one age, 1f at all prac-
: ticable ; for, whatever opinion he might have i
of the conclufivenefs of this way, one crofs '
circamflance in an experiment would as eafily ]
| iy oyerthrow his indudtion, as an ambiguous '
Ii.':i I word
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word would diforder a fyllogifm; and a man
needs only meke a trial in any part of natural
hiftory, as left us by my lord Bacon, to fce
hew conclofive his induftion was like to have
been, To fay nothing, that, norwithflanding
his blaming the common logics, as being too
much {pent in words, himfelf rons into the
fanls he condemns; for what elle can we
make of his Idola Tribus, Idola Specus, Fori,
Theatri; or of his Inftantias Solitariz, Mi-
grantes, Oftenfive, Clandeftinz, Conflitu-
tivie, &¢, but fine words put to exprefs very
common and ordinary things ?

* After the way of free-thinking had heen
laid open by my lord Bacon, it was foon after
greedily followed; for the underltanding affeta
freedom as well as the will, and men will pur-
{ue fiberty though it ends in coafulion.”

There is certainly a. great deal of cruth in
what Mr. Baker fays, with regard to the con-
fequences of lord Vernlam’s philofophy, and
the manner in which it has been profecuted ;
but furely this ought not to be imputed to
kim, who, if 1 onderitand him at all, was, of
afl philofophical writers, the lealt addiéled to
free-thinking. OF this opinion is the famous
Morhof, who beftows the higheft praifes on
the work of which we are now fpeaking;
making oo feruple to declare; that he had
found but very little in.the books fince written
by Englithmen, the grounds of which he had

not long before met with in Bacon; the extent-

of whole ' genius Ilruc:k6 him with admiration,
I

Lt
&
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as it muft do every man who takes the pains
to vncerltand him ; becaufe, though this new
logic of his be very difkcult,” and requires
much fludy and spplication to maferit, yet it |
leads to the knowledge of things, and not of
words, {

wvtr, ¥oltaire, in his letters concerning the |
Englifh natton, remarks, Thar the beii, and
melt fingular, of all his pieces, is that which
is moli ufelefs and lealt read. "« I mean,”
fays our author, * his Novum Scientiarium
Organum. This is the {caffeld with which
the new philofophy was raifed 5 and, when
the edifice was buili, part of it at Jea%, the
{caffeld was na longer of fervice, The lord '~
Bacon was not yet acquainted with narare,
but then he knew, and pointed cut the fe-
veral paths that led to it.  He had defpiled, in
his younyer years, the thing called philofuphy l
in the univerfides ; and did all thae lay in s
power o prevent thofe focieties of gen, infli-
toted to Improve human reafon, from de-
praving it by chelr goiddities, their horrors of
vacuum, their fubltanual forms, and all thofe
impertinent terms, which not enly igncrance
had rendered venerable, but which had been
! made facred by there being ridiculoufly blended \
with rehgion,” :

‘There ¢annot be any thing more honourable
for the memory of this gezat peifon, than the
| teftimony of the writer hefore-mentioned, who,
i Wl it is certain, bas not fhewn too great a. seadi-,
[ =efs o praiie or commend any body, asd mach
i lels
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lefs the Englith authors, whom, except New-
ton, he feems to applaud with relutance,
‘There is, however, one thing in his judgment
of this work, which deferves 1o be particularly
confidered : and that is, his comparifon of it
to a feaffold 3 which, it cannot be denied, is,
at once, very jult and very fignificanty but
then it is not very eafy to know, what this
great critic means by reprefenting it as ufelefs,
and affigring that as a realon why this treatife
is now fa little read or underftood. The very
conirary of this feems to he the fa& : the new
philofophy Rands like a vaft magnificent pa-
lace, in fome places half fintthed, in others the
walls carried up to a moderate height; in {ome,
juit raifed above the ground ; in others, hardly
marked out. What reafon, therefore, for
taking away the fcaffold ¢ Or, rather, What
seafon to expelt the work fhould ever be
fintfhed, at Jeaft thoroughly and regularly, if
the fcaffold be taken away?

The truth of the matter is, that feveral who
have wrought upon this noble ftru@ure fince,
have ercéted fcaffolds for their own wfe, of their
own contrivance ; and, when they have, in
fome meafure, finilhed the part they were
about, taken them away, and concealed from
the eye of the public their manner of working,
Others again have attempted to raife {caffolds
from the lights received from our author 3
and, fo far as they have copied them, have
done this with great fuccefs.

But




mez AT GRCRE OBEE NS DN X

But' lord Verulam’s was a more noble de+
fign : he knew that the life of one man could
not fuffice fer the finifhing, even a (mali part
of this fately edifice; and therefore he fpert
fo many years in confiruéting this fcaffold,
which might have ferved for perfedting and
compleating the whole wark, if others had
been as diligent in purfuing his plan, as he was
ftudious and careful, in rendering it every way
fit for the ufe which he defigned.

This is the true account, and the only true
one, of the Novem Organum ; and one may
fafely venture to affere, 'That, if his defign
had been purfued with that fleadinefs which it
deferved, the pew philofophy had been by this
time, not only more perfet than it is, but
mere perfedt than it is ever like to be, unlefs
the learned at laft difcern their crror in this re-
{pedt, and are content to make ufe of the helps
he bas left them ; which, the more they are
confidered, the more they are tried, will be
found more adequate to the great defign of,
their author, than well can be imagined.

Lord:
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lord Bacon’s Charatter.

StR WaLTer Rarercw, that true judge
of men and things, of ages paft and prefent,
?iﬁ:ourﬁng of the great men of his time,
aid,

The earl’ of Salifbury was an excellent
fpeaker, but nogood penman ; that lord Henry
Howard was an excellent penman, Lot no
good fpeaker; Sir Francis Bacon alike emi-
nent in-both.

The judicious and penetrating Ben. John-
fon thought, that Englith eloquence afcended
tilithe time of the vifcount St. Albans, and from
thence went backward and declined. He
who was not too apt to praife, was profufe in
praifes of Bacon, clofing them with thefe ad-
mirable refle@ions ;

“ My conceit of his perfon was never en-
ctreafed toward him by his place or honours;
but I have and do severence him for the great-
nefs that was only proper to himfelf, in that
he feemed to me ever, by his works, one of the
greateft men, and molt werthy of admiration,
that had been in many ages. In his adverfity,
1 ever prayed that God woauld give him
ftrength, for greatnefs he could not want ;
neither could | condole in a word or fyllable
far him, as knowing no accident could do
harm to virtue, but rather help to make it ma-
nifeft.”

Archbithop
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dence repofed in him in thefe wards :

with all religion and devotion.”

thus in retorn ; ;

of her cabinet.”

{if of which fhall beé here tranferibed,

Archbithop Williams, to whofc care the
vilcount St. Albans; ‘commicted his orations
and epiftles, exprefled his fenfe of (hat confi-

** Your lordthip doth moft worthily, there-
fore, in preferving thefe two pieces amongft
the reft of thofe matchle(z monuments you fhall
leave behind yon : confidering, that, as ons
age hath not bred your experience, fo is it not
fit it fhould be confined 1o one age, and not
imparted to the times to come : for my part
therein, I do embrace the honour with all
“thankfulnefs, and the truft impofed upon me,

The famous Sir Henry Wotton, on receiv.
ing from him the Novum Organum, wrcte

* Your lordihip hath done a great and ever-
lafting benefit to all the childrea of nature,
and to nature herfelf in her utmoflt extent of
latitude, who never before had fo noble nor fo
true an interpreter, or (as I am readier to
ftile your lordthip ) never fo inward a fecretary

But one of the nobleft, and perhaps the moft
noble, teftimony in honqur of his great abi-
lities, was the letter written to him, not long
. after his fall, by the univesfity of Oxford, on
|| their receiving from him his book De Aug-
mentis Scientidrum, the firft paragraph only

it « Right honourable, and (what, in nobi-
i Lity, is almeolt a miracle) moft learned vil-
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count ! Your honcur could have given nothing
more agreeable, and the univerfity could have
recerved Rothiing 1nore acceptable, than the
Sciences ; and thofe {ciences which fhe for- -
merly fent forth poor, of low ftature, unpo-
lithed, the hath received elegant, tall, and,
by the fupplies of your wit, by which alone
they could have been advanced, mof rich in
cowry, She efteemeth it an extraordinary fa-
vour 10 have a return, with ufury made of
that by a ftranger (if fo near a relation may be
Called a ftranger) which fhe beftows as a pa-
timany upon her childien ; and fhe readily
acknou-lcdgezh, that, though the mufes are
born in Qxford, they grow elfewhere ; grown
they are, and under your pen; who, like fome
nmighty Hercules in learning, have, hy your
awn hand, further advanced thofe pillars in
the learred world, which, by the reft of that
world, were fuppofed immoveable,”

Dr. Peter Eleyiin, who was thought, in
bis time, a gieat judge of men, things, and
books, regrefents the vifcount St. Albans as
a man of a fhreng brain, and capable of the
higheft performances, more eipecially of fram-
g a body of perfe philofophy,

* Puy it was,” faid he, ** he was not en-
teriained with fome Jiberal fulary, abftra&led
from all affairs both of court and judicature,
and furnifhed with fufliciency both of means
and helps for the going on in his debgns ;
which, had it been, he might have gwcvfl uls
ucn
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fuch a body of nataral philofophy, and made
1t fo fubfervient 1o the public good, that nei-
ther Ariftotle, nor Theophraltns, amonght the
ancients; nor Paracelfus, or the ret of our
]Later chymifls, would have been confidera-
.IB',’

We fhall add to shefe authorities but mwo
more {rom the learned of our own nation; but
they are fuch as might alone have fecured im-
merality to any aathor they had commended.
The firft of thefe was Mr, Addifon ; who, in
one of the Tatlers, in which he vindicates the
Chriftian religion, by fhewing that the wifeft
and ableft men in all ages, have profefled
tiemfelves beiievers, fpeaks of our author
thus :

« I fhall in this paper only inftance Sir
i Francis Bacon, a man who, for the great-
ik nefs of his genivs, apd compals of know-

ledge, did honcur to his age and coentry, T

] ii.! could almoft fay to human nature tlelf. " He

i pofiefled, at ance, all thole extracrdmary 13-
i L lents which weie divided amonglt the greateit
il authors of antiquity : he had the found, di-
it #1108, comprebenfive knowledge of Ariftotle ;.
] | with ail the beautifil lights, graces, and em-

beliifhments, of Cicero : ene. docs not know
. which to 2dmire moft in his writings ; the

firenoth of reafon, force of ftile, or brightnefs
of imagination. This author has remarked,
1 (everal parts of his works, that a thorough
irfight into philofophy makes a good believers

and
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#ad, that a fmattering in it, naturally pro-
duces [uch a race of deipicable infidels, as the
little profligate swriters of the prefeut age,
whom, I muft confefs, I have always accuied
to myfelf, not fo much for their want of faith
as for their want of learning, I was infinit:ly
pleafed to find, among the works of this extra=
ordinary man, 2 prayer of his own compoiingg
which, for the cleation of thought, and great-
nels of expreflion, fzems rather the devouon
ofan angel than vf 4 man. His principal faujt
feems to have been the excels of that vircue
which covers a multitude of faults: this bes
trayed him to fo great an indulgence towards
hisfervants, who made fuch a corrapt nife of i,
thar it itripped him of all thofe riches and ho-
nours which a fong feries of merits had hsaped
upoen him.”

The fecond is that fhore charafer of bis
Writings given us by the pen of the moft
noble John Shefizld, duke of Buclingham-
thire, who aflerts, That all his works are, for
expreflion, as well as theaght, the glory of oot
bation and of ajl latter ages,

‘The lat authority we fhall cite on this fub-
1*&, fhall be Mr. Voltaire, who very jaftly
liiles him the father of experimental pinlofo-
Phy; and enters into abuadance of VETY ju=
dicious reflect.ons on his difcoveries and wrie
ings ; owning, at the fame time, that what
furprized him mof, was, to find the doétrine
of attra@ion, which is looked upon as the

foundation
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foundation of another philofophy, exprefly fet
down in lord Bacon’s, in words not to be ¢on-
troverted or millaken,

YWe thall not take cpon us o decide how far
this may be juft or not; but leave it to the
fearch of the Jearned and ingenious reader,
Only give us leave 10 fay, We have always
faipefied that the Novum Orgacum hath been
fo little commeuded by che modesns for twa
reafors: firft, thar it requires a decp head and
a firong attentios to become fully matier of it,
and {o has been thoroughly snderfood by few:
fecondly, that thofe few who bave fully pene.
wrated i, wfed 3t to raife ftrotures of their
own, and pot to finith Bacon's palace of wif-
dcm. ¥

it was peculiar to this great man to haveno-
thisg narrow a2nd felfith in his compofition ; he
gave away, withour concern, whatever he
poflefied ; and, believing other men of the
fame mould, he received with as litnde confi-
desalion : ray, even as to fzme, he bad the
Like wiotien ; ke was defirous to enjoy it, but
in the fsme way ; not from  his knowledge,
kot from his free and Liberal communication
ef that knowledge: fo thar it may be traly,
znd withoue fatiery, faid, his worlt qualities
were the excelles of the molt exaled vistues.

His glory cannot be blafted by the flathes of
envy ; his failings hurt en!v his contempora-
ries, and were expiated by lis foferings 3
but his virtue and koowledge, and, ubove

all

i
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all, his zeal for mankind, will he felt while
there are men ; and, confequently, while they
have gratitude, the name of Bacon, Verulam,

*or §t. Albans, can never be mentioned but with
admiration !
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